Looking at What Can be Done
NOW--Not Backward,

~ Not Forward.

Higher Association of Man Must be
Looked to, Not Higher Wages,
.. Salaries, Profits, Interests,

Dividends, Tariffs,
or Taxes.

THE UNION 0¥ THE TRADES,
NOT TRADE UNIONS, ARE
WHAT IS NEEDED.

Part 1.—By Albert Kimsey Owen

In an interview in the Independent
Magazine, Lhomas A. Kdison says:
“I'ne Kingdom 0O Labor 1s coming.

In 200 years by cheapening oi com-
modities, the ordimary laborer will live as
well as a man does now with $200,000
annual income. Automatic machinery
and scientific agriculture will bring this
result.”’ Tl 0

Had Mr, Edison been acquainted with
automatic roads which include “auto-
matic machmery, and  scientinc agricul-
ture’ —had Mr, tdison known about the
pian to lay out, construct, pay tor and
operate [Natiohal and State Auto-High-
ways, by incorporated public commus-
sions, that has  been specitically set
forth in a bill (H.R. 23591) now before
Congress, he would have seen that the
essential part of his prediction can be
brought about inside of ten years.

At this stage of our complex society,
before the cost of living or any other
basic problem can be settled, the first
thing  for us to . do in these United
States is to get the entire people together.
We must not be only the United States—
we must be the States united. Yet, as
paradoxical as it.may seem, this can be
done only by scattering the people fur-
ther apart. The problem is to get the
whole people into coherent touch with-
out having them massed into unmanag-
able, uncomifortable, disease and vice-
breeding cities - at  any  place. The
people’s  labors  must be brought into
order and system, in ways to be co-
related and so there will not be any
waste of labor, time or material, before
they can be fully useful, economic and
progressive; and, to' live' upon the best
social  and | intellectual = intercourse,
families must each have its own distinct,
separate and beautiful home. Henry
Clay said: “The love that lies in the
howe, that binds families, that creates
order. is the most powerful of all" our
country's pillars.”

It is the mutuality that exists with
the inmates of the home that makes the
home powerful for good, and the greatest
of all forces in a mation is the mutuality
of its citizens in their common weal.
This is not yet understood. In times of
panic and war it is the mutual interests
that the citizens or that the soldiers have
in the public good that holds the nation
together. ' In times of great public:dan-
ger the peoples’ mutual interests in the
public welfare are always appealed to
by those in authority. At such times
the people are aroused to unify their
thoughts, labors, properties and credits
to save the Republic, and the people
never fail to act in enthusiastic accord.

Hence, the mutuality of the common it~
terest of the people has been employed
to destroy and to kill in wondertul and
varied ways but, strange and sad to say,
the mutuality o the peopie in . their
common wellare and destiny has never
been  appealed to for the conservation
and the general betterment of the labors
of the people. 'Lhis is just what auto-
highways are planned to do.

1t is the migher association of man with
man and not the higher wages, salarigs,
profits, dividends, tariffs or taxes that
must, be looked to. Higher Association is
e gospel—is the new message of evolu-
tion that must now be preached. Higher
Association is the open sesame to “the
promised land”—to the Kingdom of God
on earth or to all that is good and beau-
tiful here and now. We stand at the
threshold of the Industrial Ke-forma-
aon—at the open-way of the re-order-
ing and re-systematizing ot productive,
useful and co-related activities that is
to give industrial freedom  without
whicn political liberty is but one step
removed from chattel slavery. It as
only by higher association that the
“automatic machinery” and the lands,
labors, tools and good roads necessary
1or intensive or “scientihc agriculture’
can be gotten into the service of the
many—iito the use of the men, women,
girls and boys who do the world’s work.
1f the peoples’ industries are not to be
made inter-dependent and coherent then
the better the “automatic machinery”
and the more extensive the good roads
and the “scientific agriculture” may Dbe,
the greater will be the drudgery and
taxes of those who do the labor—who
do the service. But with higher associa-
tion man will be attracted to render the
service of his better self—his ideas, in-
ventions and discoveries—to the wup-
lifting of society. Then it will be seen
that the noblest service of man is to
advance the public good; and this ser-
vice—our duty to conserve labor and to
promote the public good—will be the
tie-that-binds—will be the religion of
the auto-mechanic and cultured civi-
lization such as Mr. Edison sees com-
ing.

At this stage of our evolution, the
two essential or basic factors to do
things are lands and laborers. In the
United States, we have both in abun-
dance and in exceptional varieties and
qualities. = The only reason that every
citizen and immigrant, who has worked
five years or more in this country, has
not a garden-home, a run-about and
things in general for use and pleasure
at their best and in plenty, is owing to
the fact that there never has been a con-
crete set of thoughts or a specific plan
formulated, published, illustrated and
explained to show the people how and
why they must live along the lines of
their own communications, own their
own vehicles of intercourse and ex-
change, be upon their own lands and
work for  themselves under public
“Captaing of Industry” in diverse ana
up-building activities . that belong to
themselves and that are co-related and
co-sustaining. This is precisely what
auto-highways or civic-roads are plan-
ned to do. So sure is this the case that
we may say the plan for “automatic
machinery” and ‘“‘scientific agriculture,”
foretold by Mr. Edison, is set up and
all that is required now to put into ac-
tion this continent-wide and hemisphere-

long automati¢-mechanic-business; con-
cern is for Congress to press the but-
ton—is. for Congress to pass. the bill.*
‘The people will do the rest and without
giving one added care or one dollar of
expense to the Government. On the
contrary, the more miles of auto-high-
ways constructed and the more magni-
ficent they are made the richer, every
year, will be the United States Treas-
ury and the Treasury of every State that
the National Auto-Highways pass
through or that constructs State Auto-
Highways, and consequently the less
taxes the people should have to pay to
The Federal Government and to the
said States.

This is not a wild—it is a conserva-
tive statement. This is the age of won-
ders. Within the present decade, we
have successfully navigated under the
ocean and through the skies, and have
put wireless telegraphs, telephones,
lights and powers in course of every
hour seryice. ~Amid such marvelous
doings, the surprise is that it should
seem miraculous or unexplainable that
there is a plan at hand that will lead
working men and women to enjoy to
the fullest what they, by their own co-
relative labors, .can grow, manufacture,
invent .and discover, In face of the
wonderful advances that are being made
every day in science, mechanics, chem-
istry and surgery, it reflects upon the
sanity of the American people that some
one has not long before this worked out
a plan by which we each can have en-
vironments, encouragements and pro-
tections to live decently, to assert our
own individuality and to enjoy what we
haye made or done, or what we may
fashion for use, or what we may do to
advance the public good.

Common roads and cities, as they are
to-day, are not better, in fact in most
cases, they are not as good as they were
when; history first recorded roads and
cities, Auto-Highways or Civic Roads
are to be wide and magnificient multi-
way-park avenues that will separate and
keep distinct and make safe the differ-
ent classes of vehicles of intercourse
and exchange, . They will run east-west,
north-south across and up and down
North America. They are to link, with
bands of steel and co-related interests
garden-cities, factory centers, industrial
colleges, mines, farms, forests, moun-
tains, valleys, lakes, rivers and sea-
shores, and they will facilitate and en-
courage their denizens to visit and en-
joy frequently whatever may be best in
any or in all of these.

At the close of Nov. 26, 1910, there
were 95 towns and cities in the United
States  governed by commission. In
every detail of management, towns and
cities that have had a year’s experience
under government by commission; show
better results than they did under gov-
ernment by ward boss. However, towns
and cities, to get the best results, will
have to incorporate their respective com-
missions and then improve upon the
business, methods of those greatest of all
incorporated ‘business concerns—private
trusts; for good government—city, state
and national—is simply good business.

*Not any bill of importance that is
not for private trusts will be considered
by Congress before there is a panic or
war; or before there is a public senti-
ment to enforce it.
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Adto-Highways are planned to utilize
both of these ideas.

Auto-Highways will attract the en-
tire nation to get upon wheels. KEvery
one will be encouraged to meove about
to and from mear and distant places and
trequently.

T'he conveniénce, safety and attrac-
tiveness of the steel-plate, cement, and
other improved and separated roads
and their centers of business, accommo-
dation and entertainment will do this.
These improved and enjoyable condi-
tions will c¢all into universal uses run-
abouts, motor-cycles, motor-tricycles,
cycles, skates, motor-skates, electric
carriages, carry-alls, trucks and cars,
and every one will be influenced, in one
way or another, to move about quickly
and joyously to and from everywhere,
and thus the whole people will become
acquainted and facilitated to do, well and
rapidly, all things that may promote the
common good.

On auto-highways the laborer be-
comes his or her own employer and any
work he or she does is for himself or
herself; that is to say that everything
done is to build, sustain and perfect a
great, genetal plan to build-up his or
her city, state and nation. Again, con-
sciously or unconsciously, every man or
woman who works for himself or her-
self on the roads or farms, or in any of
the thousand and more varied indus-
tries that will follow along and be an
integral part of civic roads, will be
workinig for all the other persons who
are working on or in them; and, con-
sciously or unconsciously, all those other
persons will be working, at the same
time and it a thousand and more ways,
for him or her. Now as wealth is hav-
ing at one’s services the services of
others, it stands to reason that when a
man lives in his own beautiful-park-
surrounded home and works along a
civic road he is made richer by the ad-
dition of every one who comes to settle
and work along the same causeway or
its branches, Therefore, if it be true,
as Thomas Carlyle has stated, that “The
wealth of a man is the number of things
which he loves and blesses and which he
is loved and blessed by,” then it is true
also that when there shall be a million,
or better still ten millioni families liv-
ing and working along these public-com-
pany highways, every family will own,
within a decade from the time its mem-
bers begin to work, a beautiful and up-
to-date furnished and appointed home
and will have at command better
schools, libraries, amusements, parks,
public utilitiés, transportations, farms,
factoties, fisheries, 'game preserves,
stock ranges, protections for limb, life
and property and all that goes to make
life honorable, progressive and enjoy-
able than any man with the largest bank
deposit can have in the United States
to-day. ‘That is to say, every person
who works at least ten years on or in
the associated industries of a civic road
can have at his or her service everything
that he or she can use and enjoy to ad-
vantage that can be furnished by the
greater civilization that will be in vogue
at that time under such circumstances.

What more than this can a multi-
millionare or a king have? A multi-
millioniare or king can not possibly have
more things and conveniences than labhor
has or can furnish for use and luxury,
and if laborers can furnish everything

for multi-millionaires and kings, 1s 1t
possible that some one of us ninety
million people can not devise a plan so
that laborers can do as much if not more
for themselves? = Such a plan should be
casier to formulate than the Topsy-like
plan for the nonedescript tangle of com-
mon usages, that have simply “growed,
now used by society by which those who
do not do any productive or serviceable
labor get the first choice of everything
that is grown and made, and every year
take and waste more and leave less for
those who grow, make and serve. What
society lacks and must have, before it
can move forward and upon 2 higher
plane of thought and action, is a con-
structive plan, that can be made univer-
sal in its extensions, that will conserve
and utilize the technical efficiency of
labor and land. And this is just what
auto-highways, or public trusts will do.

Mr. Edison, the greatest genius living
or dead, clearly sees that he or any
other man can not do anything worth'
the doing if it were not for the labor
services of others past and present, and
that there should be a plan made by
which everything that is grown or done
may be not necessarily owned but en-
joyed by those who grow and do it
Emerson saw this when he wrote: “A4ll
power is cwmulative and the virtues of
by-gone days work thewr worth in this.”

PART II.

Mr. Edison says: “Not individualism
but social labor will dominate the future.
You can’t have individual machines and
every man working by himself. Indus-
try will constantly become more social
and inter-dependent.”

The socialization of labor—that is to
sdy to unite the farmer, mechanic,
teacher, accountant and general helper
into a cooperative-integral union is the
basic idea upon which civic roads are
formulated, Civic roads will attract
these producing and sustaining forces
in society to range themselves, with or-
der and system, along their own good
roads, upon their own lands and into
their own factories and ‘mines, and
where the by-laws of the public compa-
nies respectfully will put evtry family
into its own home and every girl
arid boy into school ‘and industrial college
and will do away with the middle-man—
with the manipulator, the man of the
three-shell game, broker, merchant or
shopman, the insurance, real estate and
commission agents, the landlord, rail-
road baron, hotel proprietor, private
banker, private employer of labor, and
private contractor. The trade unions
will then become the union of the trades
and as there will not be any man, woman
or child employed by a man or by a
private company, on civic roads or in
their associated industries, there can not
be antagonism, strikes or boycotts or in-
junctions.

There is a general demand that the
people “go hack to the farm” and as it
is impossible to put the country into
the cities, civic roads will put the cities
into the country. Along or close to
these roads the cottage or bungalow
home of every man can be embowered
with roses, have park environments, hot
and cold water, electric light, heat and
entertainment, every factory window
cari open upon green, fields and beautiful
gardens, and the songs of birds can be
heard 'in the groves close by. Under

such conditions the first and best
thoughts of man and woman will be how
best to live—how best to work, how
best to promote the public ‘weal, how:
best to assist man to assist himself, and
then the necessity for alms, charities,
taritfs and taxes will have ended as far
as the denizens of civic roads are con-
cerned. The power to do good will then
be the ruling force.

Auto-Highway Commissions will give
prizes for the best plans for garden-
cities, factory-centers, industrial-col-
leges, commercial-terminals, public build-
ings, clock and chime towers, park§,
fountains, arches, statues, etc. It is
inconceivable the amount and variety of
finished accomplishments that civic
roads will call torth, encourage, utilize
and perfect, and how everything that is
grown, made or done will go first to the
use and betterment of those who do the
work. ~ These civic road managements,
that is to say these public companies,
are to be holding or parent companies
in much the same way as private trusts
are, or as J. P. Morgan's Merger or
“Community of interests’” is; and as
they will be automatic in their construc-
tion and will furnish their own credits
to pay for themselves and one third of
the money to start their sub-companies,
they will have ever-increasing revenues
at hand to take over and to put to use
the inventions, discoveries and ideas
that can serve mankind and advance
the commonwealth. And, it is just pos-
sible that not any person will be more
surprised and delighted than Mr. Edi-
son to see how quickly and generally,
his storage batteries and every other
electric devise that can aid man in his
work and entertainment will be put in-
to service, how rapidly and well his
varied and beautiful plans for concrete
cottages, bungalows, factories, etc,, for
the millions “will be poured up,” and
how soon and grandly staged hundreds
of factory~centers and industrial-colleges
will have his cinemato-phonograph dra-
mas, operas and lectures opened at nom-
ll‘lal prices every evening and holiday.
Ihen, as Mr. Edison has told us in a
previous interview, “the saloon will have
no further attraction for the working
man” for under such circumstances, he
with his wife and children, will look for
diversions, instructions and rest in the
lecture halls and refreshment and
music gardens where the revelations of
science, chemistry, discovery, travel and
mvention will be explained by lecturers
and illustrated with moving-picture ex-
hibits.

. On civic roads, electricity will be used
in everything and in every way possible;
for light,  heat, power, communication
and entertainment—for manufacturing,
transportations, motors, batteries, street
Clea{"“g. house keeping, plowing, har-
vesting, construction, etc. There will
":;_)t“}’(;t :?r:;'] Ozca-ls’m’ll‘ }flor the use of coal
ces o.f (llirtp wer,' K26 fWiygteatau -

: , smoke, cinders and noise
e be done away with entirely by the
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wires rather than the coal by
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and Invention,” Saorr'a-ﬁ; o «Eleuhicly
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motion, can be effected by throwing a
switch. | am ashamed ot the number
of things around my house and shops
that are done by animals—human be-
1ngs, L mean,—and ought 10 be done by
4 motor without any sense and tatigue
or pain, Hereatter a motor must do all
the chores. There is abso-
lutely no reason why horses should be
allowed within the city limits, for be-
tween the gasoline and the electric cars,
no room is left for them. They are not
needed, ‘I'he cow and the pig have gone
and the horse is still more undesirable.
A higher public ideal of health and
cleanliness is working toward such
banishment very swiftly; and then we
shall have decent streets. s uwThe
worst use of money is to make a fine
thoroughfare and then turn it over to
horses,  Besides that the change will
put the humane socities out of business.”
On civic roads horses, dogs, cats and
all other unclean animals, and fowls,
are barred from resident districts.
Order, system, cleanliness, quiet and
safeguards for men, women, and chil-
dren in their enjoyments and every day
life are to be the rules.

Mr, Edison says: “Many people now
charge their own batteries, because of
lack of facilities; but 1 believe central
stations will find in this work very soon
the largest part of their load.” Civic
Roads will have all kind of electric fa-
cilities—storage plants, repair shops,
supplies, factories of every kind of elec-
tric device, etc.,—at distances of every
12 1-2 miles, that is to say, at every
factory-center and industrial college.

Mr. Edison says: “I am convinced
pretty firmly that a large part of our’
heightened expense of living comes from
the cost of delivering small quantities
to the ultimate consumer. What
is needed is to devise automatic stores
where the distributing cost is brought
down to a mimimum on every article
handled. A few electro magnets con-
trolling chutes and hoppers and the
thing is done. But homes and
rents are still much too high in ;price
because of the cost of construction. <

“My plans are very simple. Nothing
that is fundamental and successful in
dealing with the wants of humanity in
the mass, must ever be complicated. I
just mold a house instead of a brick.”

The plans for civic roads are very
simple also. Instead of leveling and
paving 3,500 to 4,000 miles of tangled,
streets, lanes, and avenues all in a bunch
that are forever being torn up and are
always filthy and expensive to live on,
and dangerous to cross and to travel on,
as are those, for instance, of New York,
Chicago, Philadelphia, etc., civic roads
will be a series of a thousand or more
miles of straight, wide and magnificent
park avenues on which traffic and travel
will be separated and kept upon dis-
tinct ways; and on or near to which
every family will own its own garden-
home, and every factory and place of
amusement will be built and operated
with a view to make life sweeter and
better for the denizen as well as for
“the stranger within the gates.”

Mr. Edison says: “A single house can
be cast in six hours. T believe
that the houses can be erected and com-
pleted with plumbing and heating appa-
ratus for $1,200
house may be different in combination
or design, color and other features;

each. . . . Each

and an endless variation in style 1s pos-
sible. ‘Lhe house that I wowd recom-
mend has a tloor plan of 25 vy 30 1eet,
shiee stories mign, with ceuar, s1x large
uaving  aund sleeping rooms, airy halls,
batn and every comfort, «in cut stone
such a house would cost $30,u00.” ‘Lhere
have been such aavances, within the
last few decades, in machmery and gen-
eral ' technology that the productive
power of the individual laborer has been
muitiphied about five tumes; but all these
advantages have gone to those tew per-
sons who have iucorporated to monop-
olize the credits, deposits, transporta-
tions, and machinery ot the whole
people and now they simply hire those

men, women and children who have
labor power and the necessary tech-
nology to do whatever is wanted. ‘Lhe

auto-nighways—the public companies—
are to do for the men, women and
children who have the labor power and
the technology just what the private
companies or trusts have done and are
doing for their few directors, and in'
these ‘“intrinsic good ways of doing
things,” the houses that Mr. Edison
says, under present conditions, will cost
$1,200 will cost, probably $600, and will
be better made and be more beautifully
park-environed then Mr. Edison yet
dreams.

Mr. Edison says: “These houses can
be built in batches of hundreds and then
the plants can be moved elsewhere.
When built these communities of poured
houses can become flowered towns with
wide lawns and blooming beds along the
roadways. Rats and mice and croton
bugs will have as much show in them
4s in a steel safe in a bank. Cement
neither breeds vermin nor harbors it.
There is nothing in all this that is not
common sense and easy of practice.

“Who would not forsake the crowd-
ed apartment or tenement on such terms
for roomy, substantial houses, fitted
with modern conveniences, beautified
with artistic decorations, with no out-
lay for insurance or repairs and with no
dread of fire or fire bugs.”

Auto-highways—Public Companies—
will take from profits that go, under ex-
isting conditions, to the merchant and
to the manufacturer, sufficient money,
whenever required to restore to the den-
izens loss by fire, flood, storm or earth-
quake; also to provide necessary funds
in case of accident, illness, unprovided-
for-old-age, motherhood, widowhood or
orphanage, and to make up any defi-
ciency in funds necessary for kinder-
gartens, schools, hospitals, asylums and
so forth, This will be done without
assessment or tax upon any person at
any place or time. It will be the busi-
ness of Public Companies to see that
every man, woman and child within
their jurisdiction are well housed, pro-
tected by every safeguard and always
provided for above the suspicion of want
or neglect. Order, system and business
in public affairs will do away with any
necessity for alms or charities.

In another interview (London Times,
December 1908.) Mr. Edison says: “In
combination with cheap houses and
cheap transport the great towns will be
broken up and the population scattered
back to the land.”

But enough! There are so many
striking features in the plan for auto-
highways or civic roads that absorb and
bring Mr. Edison’s ideas and inventions

into imimediate and general service, that
Mr. Edison might claim this good road
plan to be a child of his own mind in
order best and quickest to put into the
use of the plain people, on the farms and
in. the factories, his storage batteries,
trackless cars, electric carriages, trucks
and omnibuses, cement houses, cinemato-
phonograph dramas, operas and lec-
tures; acousticons, lights, powers, heats
and motors.

Again, if “coal is the stored up sun-
light—is the storage battery of the sun
to.what we owe about all our energy,”
as Mr. Edison says it is, then it is true,
also, that the laborer is the stored-up-in-
telligence that has used “the stored up
sunlight” to feed, clothe, house, trans-
port and entertain the people of the past
and present civilizations. And if after
all our boasted intelligence, scientific re-
search and application of mechanics and
chemistry we have not been able to get
more than 15 per cent of the energy
from the coal we use, and that we are
still | ignorant of what constitutes elec-
tricity, heat, light or gravity, it need not
surprise any person, who thinks seri-
ously upon any subject, that as yet prob-
ably not one hundreth of one per cent of
the force and intelligence of the laborer
has been utilized to serve himself by up-
lifting his fellow laborer and his na-
tion.

The first step to solve Twentieth
Century Problems is to get the whole
people into coherent touch in ways and
under such order and system that even
the man with the most selfishness and
the greatest brute instinct, consciously
or unconsciously, will be attracted to
employ his services in connection with
the best “automatic machinery” and the
“most scientific agriculture” of his day
under such conditions that the more he
works for himself the more beautiful
and civilizing he will make his environ-
ments, the more he will assist himself
and his fellow workers to be his and
their better selves and the greater he
will make his city, state and country.

This is the mission of auto-highways!
They will harness up the selfishness of
man and use this selfishness to serve
man, nation and world just as sure as
Mr. FEdison has harnessed up the
Thunder Bolts of Jove, that were the
terrors of our forebears, and has made
them the most wonder-creating forces
and the mightiest civilizing influences of
our epoch; and this will be doing right
now and here just what Mr. Edison
predicts shall be the case in the future.

_

Baldwinsville, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1910

House of Governors,
In conference,
Louisville, Kentucky.

CENTLEMEN : While the forceful and
ringing words of  Governor-Elect
Woodrow Wilson, November 29th at
Frankfort, Kentucky, are still fresh in
mind and I hope in heart, permit me to
call your attention to the enclosed Leaf-
let No. 1t and to add the following
paragraph:

Our Sovereign States—particularly
New Jersey—have been the Franken-
steins that have created and set in mo-
tion these incorporated-PRIVATE-monster
buisiness concerns or trusts that “central-
ized business has built up which
overtop all states and seem to have no
match er competition except the Federal

e



Government itself which was not in-
tended for such competition, Amidst a
confused variety of states and statues
stands now the colossus of business, uni-
form, concentrated, poised upon a single
plan; governed not by votes, but by
Lumnlaud secking mnot service, |but
profit,"—trusts that are running amuck
over our land devouring anything and
everybody that their insatiable appetites
are hungering for; and as our Sovereign
States have created these PRIVATE mon-
sters ‘and have permitted them to grow
bigger, richer, more powerful, and be-
vond state control, these PRIVATE mon-
sters: now not only trample over state
sovereignty whenever and wherever it
is to their pleasure and profit to do so,
but they make our National Congress,
our State Legislatures, our City Coun-
cils, our Courts and our Administrations
do their bidding, and it now remains for
them but to say: “We privare and Ex-
clusive Trusts are the Nation—what-
ever is grown or done here belongs: to
us—those persons who do not agree ‘to
this must go out of the United States,
their Territory of Alaska and their out-
lying insular possessions or they must
die for want of the shelter and food
that we are content to give them.”
Therefore, murk you gentlemen Gov-
ernors and Governors-Elect of the forty-
eight States of the United States! it is
up to the whole people—to the Federal

Government -and to: the Government of
the States, respectively, to unite—to out-
Frankenstein Frankenstein and to create

incorporated PUBLIC - greaicr - monstery

business concerns: or trusts that will be
sufficiently  all-embracing  and  over-
powering to meet these incorporated-
privatesmonster-business  conceins .or
trusts in their ewn lines of business and
in their own accepted and loudly lauded
ways—that is to say, not by restricted
legislation, not by condemnation, physical
valuation, publicity or exposure, but by
compalition—and in: doing. this to carry
into effect the mission of evolution, and
to demonstrate the basic prmmple of
Blemocratic-Republican Government that
hrivaic corporations must give place to
PUBLIC corporations as private interests
have had to  give place to  PUBLIC
interests and state interests to national
interests,

To incorporate public trusts to com-
pete with mcorporated private irusts in
their own lines of business is the one
ang only way to show private trusts that
they can no longer dominate this people—
their labors, lands, credits, productions,
distributions, governments and modes
of life=—=to their ruin; but that they shall
be content to follow better and bigger
husiness concerns or shall be absorbed,
or shall be crushed out of existence.

. If the House of Governors will ask
that the bill (H. Ri 23501 as corrected

and revised) be passed by Congress, in-
side of two months after its passage
every  sovereign, state, respectively, m
conjunction with, ithe Federal Govern-
ment can be engaged in laying out and
constructing auto-highways, and every
private company, trust and merger will
be doing its level best to keep within its
chartered powers and will be trying its
utmost. to please and to accommodate
the publi¢ for which it was created.

It iswonly competition that can mgulu.tc
prizate trusts, and as the existing private
trusts: are: stronger than jany other
private trusts can become while the ex-
isting private trusts monopolize as their
own the deposit, credits, railroads, fuels,
lights, powers and  vehicles of ‘travel
and exdmngc which any other privale
trust must have for the basis of its busi-.
ness, it is up to the nation in coopera-
tion with the sovereign states, respect-
ively, ta incorporate pUBLIC trusts and
to go at the private trusts in a business
way and regulau control, absarb or
dcstrny them in the identical : business
way  that private trusts have gone; at,
regulated, controlled, absorbed or de-
stroyed every private company of lesser

nower that was interfering - with Ithe

wishes  and profits of the directors of
said  private trnsts.

Respeotfully,
Arpert K. OwEN.
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