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TSKERITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

Ref: 67-3-12

Dept., of District Administrat: .on,
KONEDORU, Papua,

April 30th, 198,
District Commiesioner,

Western Jistrict,

PATROL NO, M_

I acknowledge with thanks receint of Memanaudup
* ddedadngl/Patral Report covering patrol by, IJ..M. Polie
to LA B mm

®seccrsssrescsscene Lens gus DIViS‘OYg.

WO

(T.W, ELLIS) /
71rector

ecessary,
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Telephone e %
“'kwm (\ e : : Department of District Administration,
Our Reference... 67" —1 N E
¥ calling sk for
T R— 7. (7 s B

Western District,

The Dircator,
Department of Di:tric
KON EDOBU .

Please find herewith a short report of the above
patrol, which was conducted »y Lr. R. E. RANDCLPH, Patrol
Officer, who is Officer-In-Charge, WEAM Palrol Post,

Tha

2 The report is basica]]g a diavy with a2 few comments
on electoral matters. This is all that T required.

z/& MEFE

(F.A, BENSTED)JAL,
Digtrict Comnissioner.
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Telephone
i selegrams.......

Our Referecce 67.1.3 ml‘mad
If calling ask f-r 26toh Nlrch, 19680

M-

Department of District Administration,

S O SRR B v R Y S A
s gab $oud -

The District Conmi ssioner,
Western Distriect,
hnm.

JEAM Patrol Revort No. 2 of I967/68.

Twe noples of the above forvarded Please, I mdsrstand that olad
for cemping allowance aro submittod under seperate or¥sr,

Re the revort's Appendix (A)..., Const I/¢ ACORANTA, Thic wan
man is £i% to be a nrrnt third class. Interpreter N, Sapirai ja
of course only a patro interpreter, 45 ruon ne gives his noreys worda,
&nsmmﬂumun«nlov eonotmuuumu.
th encouragsment he ssn overcome the ha
He 4s very loyal to the Adminiatration,

“he patrol was purely «n clection patrol and callg
me exeupt to ogree tha one of the esseniial uses
Aldia iz in the wet seamon to bs used car
on the Bemsbazh & Moredead River systens
this way swst of the cemius's divisions \can de
much fiouwnderine throngh aad amd watq( \and- for

/(‘OBOUP“)

¢e CIC WEAM Fatrol P,st

¥4 Filhe ViR AR s v
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

Dept. of District Administretion,
Weam Patrol Post,
Via Daruy Weley

PAPUA

15th March 1968,

District Commissioner,
DARU Is.

Patrol Report:- WEAM Ne,2 of 1957/68

Disirict:- Western

Conducted By:- R.E.Randolph. Patrol Officer.

Area Patrolled:- Bensbach River Cersus Division.

Persons Accompunying:- Const %/c¢ Agoranta.
Nema Sapirai. Interpreter (Patrol).

Duration:. 17th February 1968 to 8th March
19684 c0ee27 (tweniyone) days.

Previous Patrols:~- General Routine and Census:- Oct 67,
Map References:~ Special Bordor Survey.

Object:= To conduct the 1968 House of
assemblaey Elections.

- /
L. /
\\\sc k«'\\
(h.u.Randolph)
Patrol Officer
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Introductica;~-

The Weam patrol No,2 for 1967/68 had but one object,
and that was to conduct the Elections for the 1968 House
of Assembly.

The people of the area voted in both the ‘South Fly
Open Electorate' and the 'Gulf and Western Regional El(ctorate'
Respose from rhe populace vas quite good for both sections.

The patrol program suggested by District Headguarters
was altered slightly due to exceedingiy wet wheather. It was found
thfat all villages were relatively close to a waterway, so
all long travel was dome tj the Aidia and the villages were
visited from their closest river neighbour.

The patrol wes also one day longer thar at first
calculated. The people of Iokwa did mot turn up at tha
Suki Mobile Poliing Place so they were visited by My team, The
Bensbach Mobile team.

mmmem (((((0)))) )mmmma




Diggz:-
Saturday 17th February 1968

Conducted election =f Veam Village and on Weam Station.

Sunday 418th February 1968

OBserved.

Monday 19th February 1968

To Weresve per M.V. Aidin, Conducted Elections.

Tuesday 20th February 1968

Elections at Mengete.

Wedmegday 2ist Feoruary 1968

Condusted elections for Indoroc ro

Thursiay 22nd Tebruvary 1968

Elections for Kandarisa.

Friday 23rd February 1968

0600hrs Depart Weam per M.V. Aidia.

1300hrs Arrive at Wando Villaze.

Saturday <4:3 February 1968

Conducted election of Wando.

Sunday 25th February 1968

Cbserved.

Monday 2€th Februery 1968

Conducted election for Kerombo village.

Tuesday 27th February 1968

Conducted election for Bandaber village.

Wedresday 28th February 1968

0900hrs Left Wando Village.
120Chrs Camped for 1 hour to eat.

1600hrs lade camp on Bansbach River.
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Diary (Conte):-

Thursday 29th February 1968

¢900hrs Ieft river camp.
1200hrs Camped for lunch on Bansbach.
1700hrs Arrsi.od at Mouth of Bensbach. No place for a camp, turnsed

back upstream for 1 hour to old campsite.

Friday 1st March 1968

0700hrs Left Bensbach camp, arrived at mouth .
0900hrs Waited for tide then left Mouth,.
1200hrs Ran Aground at point, tide ilocding, off in 5 minutes.

1400hrs Went ashore at Kwinji (cld Bula) inspected refugee
village.

1500hrs Arriveéd at Bula Village.

Saturday 2nd March 1968

Conducted elections at Bula Villags.

Sunday 3rd March 1968

Observed.

Mondav 4th March 1968

0900krs Departed Bula, up the Morehead.

1800hrs Made camp on river bank.

Tuesday S5ta March 1968

0600hrs Left bush camp.

0900hrs Arrived at Iokwa Village, conducted elections.

Wednesday 6th Msrch 1968

Conducted elestions at Tokwa Villaga.

Thursday 7th March 1968

Conducted elections at Wemenevre Village.

Friday 8tk March 1568

100Chrs Departed Iokwa per M.V.iidia.

1230hrs Arrived Morehead Station.

Saturday 9th March 1968.

Flew to Weam Station, Patrol Stood DNowne.
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Native Affairs and General ;-

During the dry season {July to January) it is almost
possible to visit every Bensbach village on one day, in the wet
as it was for this patrol, it is a diferecnt story! The fact that
the small 'Kopsen Lauich' the M.V. Aidia was stationed at Weam
saved an enormous ammount of time and troudble, Every Bensbach
village is within about two hours walk of sone navigable watsr-
way, this simplified the Election patrol by being able to
capitalise on this and do the longer stretchs by boat. A short
walk then saw us at the respective villages.

The Bensbach area jas little to reccommend it during
the wet season, the country, especially around ‘ando Village,
is very pretty, with open plains of bright green grass, however
it id not so pretty when one has to tramerse the guagmire, During
the wetter months the incidsnce of game drops off as they migrate
inland, but there is still an amazing ammount to be seen. The
deer, magani, pig and bird life on the Be.sbach, below Wando,
has to be seen to be believed,

I hagive been through the country a numbevr of times
vafore, wuni Mr P.O. Johnson did the ual census revision only
a couple of months ago. As this patrol was solely concerned
with the conducténg of the House of Assembly Elections, I will
not g> into long dissertations on economics and agriculture.

The election was well received by most of the inhat -
itants in the area, About an 80% vote was recorded. Nearly
all of the people were certain of who they wished as 'number One'
but very few had .my idea of 'secénd' or ‘third'. A few very
emphatically stated that they didn't want a second or third
choice. All the station people voted bar one or two, they
mostly voted for their own areas, but the more literate ones
cast their franchise towards the South Fly (an alien Area to
them) The only direct refusal to vote was one village pereon,
who after having stated his choice in the Open, wiped the
Regional paper off the table with a mutter of disgusi!

A number of times the Mamus's had to be removed by
the patrol personmel for telliug their villagers wh~ to vote for.
A couple became nasty when they realised that their wives could
choose tneir own, instead of having to vote as the Mamus said.
licst of the village votes and ballot papers were filled out by M
myself as the majority of the people aie (.literate, I think
tce younger voters who filled in tneir owr papers would have
mostly voted informally due to their insistance that 'they Knew'.

Conclusion:-
A1l in all the patrol was a successful one, the objest

was achieved, I think the Benshbach peoples choices have been
accurately recorded.
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Appendix (A):=

Conduget of members on patrol:-

Agoranta Const 1/c

-
0ld and trustworhty, one of the Yest.

District &Zainistration;-

Nema Sapirai INterpreter.

Not too bad. One failinge.o..If told
anything in Motuan, he repeats it to his
People ....IN MOTUAN. Aind vice-versa,

ee=ee(((((.)))))

(ﬁ\
\ 14\/ v\i-(\/\{-m .

(R.E.Randolph)
fatrol Officer






