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T~RRI'.I'ORY OF PJiPUA A!'D NEW GUINEA 

Dept. of District Administrat·on, 
KONEDOBU, Papua. 

Commissioner, 

triot, 

PAT~OL UO . 

I ackn0wledge with thanks receipt 

• ~Patr0l r\eport covering patrol by. 

liCK. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • Census 
: 

L~/ L) (£l 
.. , 

Jclc te as rec ssary. 

c·.r .w. ELLIS) I 
Director -' 

/ 
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

Department of Di.dricl AJminialratfon, 

1 ~tern D~strict, 
DARU. 

5th April, ., 968 

The Dirc~tor, 
Department of D · · t :"'ic-t Adrli i s trati on, 
KO.rTEDDBU. 

Please 
patrol, which was conducted y 1·r. 
Officer, who b; ()fficer-In-';l ar__, e, 

Ths report is basical 
electora matters. This is all 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINF.A 

D<•twrlnwnl of District Aclminislratio11 , 

JbreM 4 

,'l.j. .. • • • • •••.. .• .• 
26th March, 1968. 

,. 



OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

'T. 

T....... 67-4-1 
()lr~ .. ....... .. ............ ..... . 
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1'1r-··············· ·····-· ············· ••.... :.. . . 

District Commissioner, 
DARU Ia. 

Dept. oi District Aciainiatration, 
Wea.m Patrol Poat, 
Via Daru, •·•• u., 
~ 

15th March 1968. 

Patrql Report:- WEAM No,2 of 19~"/68 

Conducted By:-

Persona Acoomp nying:-

Duration: ... 

Previous Patrols:-

Map Re!erences:-

Object:-

Western 

R.E.Randolph. Patrol 

. 
Bensbach River Cenaua Divia oa. 

Const '/c Agoranta. 
Nema Sapirai. Int~rpreter (Patrol). 

17th February 1968 to 8th Maroh 
1968 •• ~ •• 21 (twentyone) da7e. 

General Routine and Cenaua:- Oct 67. 

" pecial Bord r Survey. 

To conduct the 1968 Bouse of 
Aase bl•Y Elections. 

<'-.. 
(R • .i.•; .Randolph) 
Patrol Officer 

----~((({( .) ))))-----



2. 

Introdueti6A;-

The WeB.lll patrol No.2 for 196?/68 had but one object, 
and that vas to conduct the Elections tor the 1968 Bou•• 
of As .. ably. 

The peojale of the area voted in both the ·~ou h Tl:T 
Open Electorate• and the 'Gulf and Western Regional El ctorate' 
Respoae froa rhe populace ae quite good for both 5ectiona. 

The patrol program suggested by District H a•qaarter• 
was ~tered slightly due to exceedingly w t wheather. It waa toaa4 
th~at .i.1 villagee were relativel1 eloue to a wate~, _, 
all long trawel was done t7 the Aidia a.nd the Tillages ver• 
visited from their closest river neighbour. 

The patrol wsa also ~ne day longer thaft at £iret 
calcu1ated. The people of Iok a did aot turn up at th
iuki Mobile Polling Place so thwy were visited b7 My team, Tlie 
Denabach Mobile team. 

-----(((((.)))))-----



Diarz:-

Saturd!l 17th F~ua!7 ·1968 

Conducted election of Weam Village and on Weam Station. 

Sunday -a8th 1968 

OBserYed. 

Monda,,y 19th February 1968 

To Were e per M.V. Aidia Conducted E!ectionet 

!.,ueeday 20th February 1968 

Con4u9ted elections for Indoro ?ro 

for .l.andariu.. 

Friday 23rd February 1968 

06oohra Depart W-.am per M.V. Aidia • 
., 

1300hrs Arrive at Wando Villa·e. 

Conducted election of Wando. 

Sundg 25th Fe1iruary 1968 

Observed. 

Monday 2~th Feb~ 

Conducted ~lection for Kcr.ombo village. 

Tuesday 27th February 1968 

Conducted election for Bandaber vil1ag • 

Weiresday 28th Februarz 1968 • 
0900hrs I,eft Ws.ndo Village. 

1200Ilrs Camped for 1 hour to eat. 

1600hrs Made camp on ansbach River. 



., 

4. 
Diar,y (Cont.):-

'l'huradg 29th Febru!.£1 1968 

0900hrs I4ft rive~ camp. 

1200hrs Camped for lunch on Bansbach. 

1?00hrs Arr:5. n'd at Mouth of Bensbach. No place for a camp, turn•d 
back u~atream for 1 hour to ~1 campsite. 

0700hra Left Bensbach camp, arrived at mouth 

0900hrs Wd ted !01· tide then let+, Mouth. 

1200hra Ran Aground at point, tide flooding, off in 5 ainutea. 

14oohra Went ashore at Kwinji (old Bula) inspected refugee 
Tillage. 

1500hrs Arriv~~ at Bula Village. 

Saturcla,y 2nd March 1968 

Conducted electione at Bula Vill•g~. 

Sunday 3rd March 1968 

Observed. 

Monday 4th March 1968 

0900hra Departed Bula, up the Mor~head. 

1800hra Mad~ camp on river bank. 

Tueada,y 5th March 1968 

0600hra Left bush caap. 

0900?irs Arrived at Iokwa Village, conducted elections. 

Wedneada,y 6th Ml;.rch 1968 

Conducted elections t Tokwa Village. 

Thursday Zt~ M.~rch 1968 

, C~nducted election - at .emenevre Village. 

Friday 8th ~arch 1$68 

1000hrs Departed Iokwa per .V. Aidia. 

1230hre Arrived Morehead Station. 

Saturda,y 9th ~eh 1968. 

Flew to Weam StatiGn, Patrol Jtood own. 



Native Affairs and General;-

During the dry season \July to January) it is al•oat 
possible to viait eve~ Bensbach Till~ on one day, in the wet 
as it was for this patrol, it ie a ditercnt storyl The fact that 
the amal.l 'Kopaen Lav1ch' the M.V. Aidia waa atation•d at Weua 
sav~d an enormous amaount of time and tr~uble. Every Benabach 
Tillage i• within about two hours wal.lt of ao~e navigable wat9r
way, this siaplified the Election patrol by being able to 
capitalise on thie and do the long•r etretchs by boat. A ehort 
walk then aaw us at the reepecti·-·e village•. 

The BeubacH area pa little to reccro ... acl it during 
the wet season, the country, eapeciall1 around Wando Village, 
ia ver.,- pretty, with open plain• of bri.pt green graaa, howv r 
it i• not ao pretty wnen one baa to traae.rs the quagaire. Du.ring 
the wetter aontha the incidence ot gaae ropa otf as they ld~nte 
inland, but there ia still an ILIMlZiag a.ont to be ••en. fte 
deer, magani, pi~ and bird life on the Be ' be.eh, below Wando, 
has to re eeen to be belie ed. 

I halT• been through tha coun 7 a nUllb of tiaea 
~ !01·", u.nri Mr P.O. Johnaon did the 4auai ceneue reTiaion only 
a o·ple of m~ntha ago. Aa thie patrol waa aolel7 concerned 
wi.th the conducting of ttfe Hou .. ot Aae .. bly Elections, I will 
not & into long diaeertat1on• on econoaice and agriculture. 

The election vaa well rec ived b7 .,.t of the iahal· 
itants in the area. About an ~ Tote waa r.corded. NearJ.7 
al.l. of tlie people were certain of who they wished as 'nuab~r One' 
but Ter7 !ew had ~'AY i4ea ot 'aeo•nd' or 'third•. A few 'HJ7 
emphaticall7 stated that they didn't want a .. cond or third 
choice. All the &t•tion people voted bar one or two, they 
mostly Toted for their own areas, but the more literate ones 

• caat their franchise towards the South ~ly Ca..n alien Area to 
thea) The only direct refusal to vote wae one village peraon, 
who after having stated his choice in the Open, wiped the 
Regional paper off the table with a mutter of diegustl 

A nuab~r of times the Mamus•a had to be removed by 
the p~trol personael for telli~ their Tille.gera w~~ to Tote for. 
A couple became na ty wh~n they realised that their wiTee could 
chooae their own, instead ot ha7ing to Yote as the MaJSUa said. 
M~at of the village votes and ballot pap•ra were filled out by -
myself aB the Jnb.jority ot the people ~· : «,, literate. I think 
tl:.e younger voters who filled in t uelr owr. papers would haTe 
mostly voted informally due to their inaiatance that 'they Knew•. 

-----(((((.)))))-----

Conclusion:-

A.ll in all the patrol waa a successful one, the objeet 
was achieved, I think the BenR ach peoples choices have been 
accurately recorded. 

-----( (((( ~ ))))) ____ _ 

~o.ph) 
PATROL OltE'!CER 



6. 
Append:Lx (A):= 

Conduat of members on patrol:-

R.P.N.G.C. --- Agoranta ~onst 1/c 
.;, 

Old and tru3tworhty, on of the oest. 

tistrict A~inistratio~;-

rema ~Rpirai I terpreter. 

~ot too bad. One failing •••• If tnld 
~thing in otuan, he r p .. te it to his 
People •••• :!.11 Mf> l A • tt.n<' vice-v rs • 

-----(((((.))))) ____ _ 

@.~-
Patrol Officer 




