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·E\~CUTIVE DiP ARTUEBT 
City of San Diego, State ot Calif. 

H rry c. Clark, yor 

l n ry 30th, 1926. 

• T. H. King, and 

r. c. Harritt, ot th 

La eea, Lemon Grov & Spring Valley Irrigation Diat.J 

San Diego, Calif. 

Gentlemena-

Follo 1ng out certain augeestione that have 

been made by our ooumittoo for the proposed baois for 

a settlement ot the water right& bet een the City of 

San Diego and the La eea Irrigntion District, we 

propose the following aa a baoie for discussion. 

1. That the City of SPn Diego a11quire from 

the La Mesa Irrigation District all of ita rights, 

titles, interests and holdings in and to ita properties 
·~ . '.) l!; 

" on the Ban Diego River including Cuyamaoa Lake, the 

Fl~e Line and Yurray Reservoir, in fact, everything 
except the Diatriotta distribution syatem. ~t the 

City cquire these properties through option agreement 

or otherwise aa may be later determined, and pay the 

District a yearly rental over a period qt years so 

that at the end ot said rental period the City 111 ho.ve 

pnid the District an amount equal to hat said district 

· paid tor said properties. That at the termination ot 

aaid laaee and the payment of said rentals provided for 

• 

,/' 
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the Clty hall b com th own r of mld oy t m. Tho 

nmo~nt to be d term1n d by ooo~ntant and a otudy ot 

th book ot th Di triot or uoh othor dntn aa 

neoe o ry to rrive o.t oa1d oo te. 

2. That the City furn1 h to th District not. 
. , 

to exoe d 4 1111on Gallons of water tor any one day tn_ 
., ... _ ........... 

the firet yenr, not to eaoeed 5 illion Gallone tor an~ o~e 

d y for the second yoar end not 

tor nny one day for the third year, the price to be pal~ 
to 

by the district for enid water/be .04.¢ per thousand 

gallons. The City to have the ri~ftt 

of enid district that the cost price of the 

1 h d b the District docs not exceed ,:• for oome time furn s e Y 
.04.¢' per thouannd gnllone, thie oost to inalude 

interest on the vnluation of the system and the 

of n ainkin6 fund to pay off the 1ndebtedneoo of the 

District, the water to be delivered through master mete~~ ~ 
• 

to be located at convenient plaoeo to be later determine~ .:· 

by engineers for the City and the District. 

3· At the expiration of the three year period, 

the City to furnioh ,~ter not to exceed 6 illion Gallons . 

per day nt the rnte of .05t per thouaan~ gallons, ith 

maximum amount not to exceed for any one day, ten million 

gallons. That the price of all water delivered in exceel 

6 illion Gallono per day to be determined mutually bo•r 
~· •r --,. 

t een the ~ity and the District, by the Railroad Commio~i 
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ot the t ot California. or by n board or thr e 

engineer, on to b ol cted by tho City, on . by th 

Dia riat nd the third to b l a ted by the t o thua 

choa n. 

• It to b further underatood that the Di-

r ators ot id District nd their ongineero will s r a 

in con ultation with the ~ngineer or th City of S n Di go 

t any time. tnout p y, in matt ra relating to water 

development or construction ot dnm , except that en said 

ngineer may b called upon to do field ork that they 

e all be compensated at noce rensonable rate. 

. 5. That this aareement hnll not be held to 

,revent the City or Snn Diego from furniahine more than 

the maximum 81!1ount or "ster here-in-before referred to 

should tho needa of the district require ·om:1e, nor to 

prov nt the Diotrict from taking leas than the maximum 

OWlt. 

6. That in the event that portions of said 

Di triat annex to the City ot San Diego that the max• 

imum amount ot · ter agreed to be furnished ahall be 

r duoed by the average ~ount that s used by the annexed 

territory during the year prior to the annexation. 

7• The City of San Diego to pledge itsolt 

to proTide the amounts ot ter herebefore provided for 

except hdn 1t becomea impossible through an act ot God, 

• ' I • 
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th eloment , the publio nesruy or drought. 

• That the ou1t now pon ing bet ocn the 

City and tho Diotriot resardin~ the paramount rightu 

tl=e watora of th SBn Diego Ri er eha.ll be carried 

through to a final determina"'ion and 

uit now pending ohall be di misued 

9. ·That the City pledge i teelf uot to Yli th .. 

draw from urray Reee::voir enough ate.r to imperil the 

r eerv~ for enid District until such titne no tho City 

would provide additional eoureea or aupply on the San 

Dieeo River. 

. .. 

(Signed) Harry c. Clnrk, 

Harry c. Clark , uayor. 

(Signed) L. L. ~alro 

·Louie C. la!ni l· ~, 

J&e:mbero uf Committee 
Compromise. 



.on. yor Cl , 
Co ail 1ro, 
T. •J . 1 ,. c. n rritt, 

t r Co 1 ion, Oo u} ror 1 e 
t 1 nt, Di PQ 1v r. 

Gontloc n: 

ou n tnio extr pr cc u ion in a~ 
suit 1:~ deold . adv rs ly o t lO 01 ty. 

It 1o undor tood, o£ our e~ thu.t 1n 
~3 d r our opt ion to the Dl triot, 

our tar t111ng mad t ~looion Gor 
froo the St t of 0 11 torn1o.. 

tho J ~ra ount ri hto 

olllng ' in ion Corso 
o r ul o acll ing 

3 ~d oquired 

Your vory truly, 

June 1 t, 1 9 a & • 

yor H. o. 01 r 
San Diego, Qal1forn1 • 

Dear yor Olartr 

I notlo by the now per th t yor Baoon 
tat&d before the Unlver 1ty Club th t the Olty 1 

guaranteeing tho bon4a ot the L II a Irrigation 
D1etr1ot and urslng th r turn of )(r • savage, and 
the building of Kiaalon aorg , eta. Either vayor 

oon ie etully ignorant oz- he 1 dell ba.rately 
mlorepro ntlng t ot • 

Th Oity 1a not guarant e1ng t bond ot the D1atr1ot 
1t a oompromiae le made. Aooordlng to tho City' own 
ngtneor•a ott1o1al report, 11 tboy ar doing 1 

bu)'ing an additional auppl.y ot water, approxl tely 
3,000,000 0a llon a day, and t che per coat than 
th oity io at preoent pa.y1ng tor 1t own supply. 

It this arrangem nt continue for thirty yeare, the 
District ive , 1thout ooat to th City, all its 
empound1ng t o111t1oa suoh as Cu,amaoa ~akr, 1100 
aorea of land, letcher Damsite and r a~r9~1r a1t , 
diverting dam, t .1rty odd miles o! ri ht -ot- ay, 
whiob auld oo t ho.lf a D11111on just to grade ~oday, 
to y othing of a milo GDd halt of tunnels, miles 
ot conorete and steel syphon to carry 45 aond feet 
ot te&- thru t · .o only paaa t Groaamont that oan 
give t r by gr vitJ to the high level of the o1ty, 
llurray D , El Oapit Dame1te, v lued at 8001 000 
by tho jurJ; 400 aorea of ri~arian l~nde in U1es1on 
Qorge reoerYoir ait and t3, together 1th all the . 
riparian rights of the Dietr1ot. All tbeae the City getl· ./ 
at the expiration or this thirty yoar ~ontraot. 

The abov proport1e oould not be rebuilt or purohaaed 
with the improvements f'or three million doll r • 

!n addition to the above, the City gota control of th 
river to do with ae it oeea tit, and ln oaao the 
paramount rights oase goea against tho City, aa I 
oertalnly thln it 111, these prop rt1ee could not 
be acquired, inolud1ng the wat r rlgbt , tor five 
million dollars. 
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OPf.OZ',UDity 0 
11Uon to 
into th oo 

b t 1 now 

nh h11 to b:r1D bout 
o pr t 1a fair Dd th1 o pro 1 
'h• t t th yr%1 tion D1etr1o' oan --• 
to~ 1 t 1a trod, r h jur1 1o~1on of the at te of 

11forD1 • and t St ~· a 1 r noYel' ppro• 
any oo pro ae ~b t would not proteot tho er 

pplJ ot the Dl tliot d ita boDia out 1n • 
fb · trrl t1on D1atr1ot 1a or ure of tho St t , 
WlLIII or tad. th tho wr1 ten approYal of the Sto. te 
engi er ot Oal1forn1 d Stat Bo Oom•Soaion ot 
0 11fol'l11 • It re, fter aepa te investiga-

1 by the St t up rint d ut ot bant•, attorney 
gene al., st t sng!n r. o.pprovod for a rlnga 

loaD • !be bond old the highe t of o.nJ Diatrlot 
boD4a ln 0 11torn1 , t1 t edition. 
o• l.enJ. 1111tin & fuller, after thaaough 1nveet1ga-
t1o to the t1 tl to the ter and the paramount 
r1 h'• alai of the City, formally · pproYed of the 
D1a riot•a right to the w&t ra of the n Diego River. 
All the e things t be GD into oonalderation 
and the Di triot o n go only o far in a oompromi e. 

• Baaonle uge tion that Ill 11011 Gor e Dam it 
built la ~ote. nd 1f 'tempted. gha ~17 one. 

The enporation loaa lou on th late if bu114 
ould be 1 111on gallon daily. It would flood 
anJ lea of the Dl go & J.rlsona Railroad. and 

our pa.Yed high 7• It would rip out ntlrelJ the 
tom ot Sante pan ot oalde am would the 
oat oo ly e~or Diego oonl4 poe lb17 •· 

!he elnation 1a 1 o than 400 ~ t. ahould ba built 
on he upper reaohea where tor will flow bJ gravity 
over the hlper levela of the OltJ. are no Jing so.ooo to 180.000 a J&ar tor pumping aha.rge alone to 
lit• the ter 100 n4 aoo toe to it over to 
point Lo after it roaohea the Olty a Un1varelty 
lelghtl 1 only 375 teet above e . le al. bile a large 
portion of the town ia from 400 to soo·teot above aea 
level. fbla eoonoaio ate uld be completely re led 

Jor H. tJ. 01 k 
p 1 hr 

utt1o1ent ar Y1ty At r hru the Ou · 
1 t1on ~t Qroc on 840 fee'!~ r y D 

t e • J o doing ln tho nt r tl • &1.1 of th OltJ 
Di so aoul4 aupp11 d 1tb r Y1 7 t r. 

Int r t on million n4 h lf to '•o 111on dollars oou14 
be ay~ by got\ln gr Y1ty t ~, , puapl oo t 

nd aU eurplua ter hom th Sao Diego MY r oo.n put 
1nto Ot y by sza.yi J well e. a r -11eY1 the o1 ty tro 
anr neoe a1 ty of 4r ring o 1 ta tor e ter during the 
inter n' • 'lhe re on tor th1e is the 1 1 no.tural 

atre tlo ot the Diego Rl r lt oo ea fro tb 
rooky o yon n4 before it gets ohanoe to e1Dk ln the 
Mda belo • 

• Savage•s recommendation years ago to build Site fa e 
th oat ooloeea.l blunder that he ever made. Any ord.inarr 
o1t1zon oan see tho ab olute n oea 1ty of keeping tor t xabl~ 
purposes the rich 11 y lands bet een tea1d and Santee, 

I . . 1nalud1ng the thriving townsite ot San~ee, to ay nothing 
o t the tre ndoua uea of unt!. rground ter tha.t the 01 ty 
and pr1 te individual oan p fro th1o land that ou14 

flooded by building U1 sian Gorge fa duJ~ing the umm ~l' 
montba to inorea e our water supply and the inareased value . 
th rebJ. The o1t1zene of San Diego real1~ed this ben they 
otod, t o to one, a.nd ono od under !lr. Savag ' reoommenda.tion. 

for the oonatruot1on of a aite at Yieelon Gorge Dam a. 
A dam ooatlng leeo than on half the investment, either 
multiple aroh or radial oone, aj•proYod by 11 th State 
nuthorttle , oan built t U1sa1on Gorge f3, eli nat1ng 
any flooding of the valley land belo Ba.nte to an 
ppr olablo extent, have 1 s th n halt the evaporation 

lo a, and at ohco.per ooat r 1000 gallons of any wat r in 
the County. Tho dam at tb1a alto oan o~toh the flood tere 
the.t o.ro not empounded on tho upper r aaheo ot the river a.rd 
tate oo.re by gr Y1 t7 of e.ll the lo er 1 vel ot tho o1 ty. 
Ky objection to Kr. Snva.ge ia for tbe following re eonaz 
It is a tter of oft1o1al roao~ 1n the City Hall of San 
Diego that Kr. Savage reao -,nd the conatruotion ot a 
dam at Barrett, the total eet1 ted ooat being ap~roximately aso.ooo. It la a matter ot official reoor4 that 
multiple aroh typ ot .da , the eame height, could have been 
built and bond put up gun ante 1ng completion at Surrett 
tor $66s.ooo, plane and all a !)prOYed by the State 
authorities. 

Ur. Safage 1na1oted upon a gravity nroh type, the City 
Ooun&11 authorized. h i to bu11d it by daJ labor, having 
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--~• ro 
t \o t wot rej ot tha ltiple roh typ ot 

• 'o build tb 4 tor 
d wh Bar \t ~ 

., I', aooor4Sq to 

1 0 
00 ' 1, ,ooo, 1th tbl 

bee u of Ot 7 • • not bullt 1 h1n 

10 te t b1 th pl 11 fo~ and at1 •• •· 

r ao bl tl • ot th r alDg ot the dr oth :r 10 

te b 1ng 350,000 aor • ! tipl oh , pproy 

f!'e.te uthon 1e t ~ y ooul4 Y b en built to~ 

.soo,aoo, 1 p r plana ubml ttod, 1 t • ., 

tough' th1a plan 0 1 oo t ua in me • ot a 

million. 

It 1 r ot oo n kno 1 that Kr. S Ya 

11 taraUJ th:r ot thoua of dollar a a 1 

on S e ter • !hie o b ver1t1e4 by the rooordo 

taUI6 to t ony of pr Ylou bJdr Ul1c eo 1n ors ot th 

St to Ba1lr 0 1 ion, ho thorough 1nveot1-

tlo on tho uthoritJ of tbe Railroad Oo~~mts ion 

1taelt. 

It you b any turth r clat on this ubjeot, \dll aay 

~rantlin K. Lane, Secretary ot the Int rior, nd tb 

b of th u. s. R a ion Servia , told e peraon3lly 

t t • 8 ~g o 1~aompetent th t he bad to 

d1 oharp h111. Be n hi tlle op rtun!~ to ro 1gn, 

but Jlr. Sa yap r tu to take the h1nt llr. Lan 

tor llJ d1 abarsed llr. s vage. A ber of our former 

o1 ., ter oo a ion, • J\ll1ua angonbeill, mote to 

• Lans to a anti · th a :tao a bav tated . nd rea'l ved a 

let er fro • Lane to the etteat tbat r. V:1ge .. a tao 

xpena1Te eyen for the Un1 tod St tea Government~ or uorde to 

that etfeat. · 

!he ter 1 tuation 1e 1n oompetent hands han you !ella 

the judgment ot uinton, Oode and Bill, probably the moat 

responalble engineering f~ in the eat. 

I urge that you do not ploy Kr. Savage, and believe 

70ur pre ent pol1oy, • lla.JOr, bould be to oomplete 

SUtherland Daa, aompromlae 1th the D1a,r1ot, bring the 

tor from Sutherland Dam tbrU tho OUJ8•ao Syat to 

the 01tr, build an 1naxpena1ve dam at the head of the 

OUpraaoa Sya tem to hold baot the flood ruehea; soc 

day building Bl Oap1 t , San V1oente, salon Oorge #3. 

I 
, 

JQr B. o. Clark 

P lY • 

Diego, Oaltforzt • 
let, 1 9 a e. 

It 11 tool1 h o 1 Sutherl 1i <l 

Via nte ' 1 t it aoma by it or own 'o liMN& 

Ho1 hte re~ervo1r nnd then P~•1.1 to Un1vere1tJ 
-.r " up hill apln. 

Yours Yery truly, 

EF:G 
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