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THE \VHITE HOUSE, 
\\i·ashing~fh D. C. · 

~Iy dear Doctor Johnson: ~ 

It is a pleasure to comply. with the request 
of your .Association and the City of San Diego 
to send a message for the dedication of the 
Pacific ~Iilestone. 

President Harding \Vas to have dedicated the 
Pacific ~lilestone, and had planned to make 
an address at San Diego on the subject of 
bigh,vays. Perhaps, then, I may appropriately 
recall something of what he said in dedicating 
the Zero ! Iilestone in \'Vashiogton on June 
4th last. · 

Referring to the high,vay system, which at 
all times has sen·ed to unify society and pro-
mote civilization, be spoke of our national 
highway system of tlVO hundred thousand 
miles of modem improved roads, together with· 
more than two miUion miles of rural highways, 
lvhlch yet remain to be improved as rapidly as ·• 
economic conditions shall justify. 

President Harding emphasized the necessity · 
to utilize every form of transportation to the 
utmost practical enen~ and commended the 
\~rious associations which have fostered the 
good roads movement. 

Particularly, he thanked the Lee Highway 
Association for erecting the Zero 1\iilestone, the 
Pacific • Iilestone, and· others which have 
been made official bench marks o£ the. 

• 

United States Coast and 
] ust as die Zero Milestone mark& die 
tnitiation of this splendid ·tran·scontinental 
highway, so the Pacific marks the place of its 
contact \vith the Pacific. . 

The Southern transcontinental high\vay is 
alreatly, in a large part, finished. A relatively 
small mileage remasns to be brought up to the 
best present day standards, but I am informed 
that most of these sections are included in ihe 
system o( Federal-aid roads, and that in th~ 
near future the necessary links \Viii have been 
forged. 

\Vhen they are finished, this high,vay \viii 
stand as one of the continuous transcontinental 
routes available ~t all seasons of the y~ar for 
easy transponatJon. . 

· In accepting this monument, ·it is fitting to . 
e."Cpress thanks to. the citizens of San Diego, . 
the Imperial Valley, o£ Yuma, Arizona, and 

, the State of California for. their panicular con-
tributions. The Lee High,vay Association has 
done a work of national unification in openin~ 
up this route bet\Vecn the J: ational Capital and 
southern Califo'rnia. . . . 

The monument may \Yell be dedicated to th~ 
purpose of marking the meeting place of this 
splendid highway with the waters of the Pa-
cific; in ·the hope that it may hasten the com-
ing day of a per{ectea system o£ highway com· 

.. munication . throughout the entire nation. 
. . . CALVIN COOLIDGE. 
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Ptlblished by 
ATIO AL ·GH\,7AYS SSOCIATIO 

18 Old Slip, J.Vew York 
In Appreciation of 

~istinguished Seruice 
To The United States of America 
BY LEE HIGHWAY AssociATION 

and 
Ts GE.LTERAL DIRECTOR, DR. S. M. JoHj; soN 

To the Forward;Looking Leaders in the 
Development of Our United States o{ · 

America: 

May Lee Highway Gain ~mpetus 
Through the Cooperation of the 

trong Men and Women 
. of the orth and· 

. of the outh! 

. . 
May the Memory and Spirit of Lincoln 
] oin with the Memory and Spirit of Lee 

Making Us ONE FOREVER! 

CHARLE DAVIS 
••• R1 " · CAft& Coo. MA AcMlt•nT• 
•• YORIIt Pttn • .AD.LPMtA Oft'ON 
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Stretching from tidewater on the Potomac at 
\Vashington to the breakers on the Pacific at 
San Diego, Lee High\vay is the shortest of all 

· w. the transcontinentals. It is a high-speed 
. . motor\vay throughout, not a mile left of the 
. buggy and \vagon type except a few miles no\v 
· or -soon t.o be under construction • . 

It is a fit companion to that other great 
Continent-·spanning Thoroughfare, the Lincoln 
Highway. The uvo honor the outstanding 
heroes of the Civil \Var period. Both arc 
uventieth century monuments, visualizing the 
love that all America no\V feels for each. 
rrogether they 'viii transmit,, to rosterity the 
mem.ory and inspiration of t'~~o o the greatest 
and noblest men America h·as produced. . 

. 
Lee: HigQ\Vay-high-speed, modern_:_yet not 

pnished-it is only begun. " 
~ 

-It is. a National Memorial-it must be 
developed on a scale in keeping \Vith the other 
national memoriaJs, it must be monumental. , 

· A right-of-\vay \vider than that of ordinary 
roads ~ust be· provided, not merely to provide 
for the widening of pavements as increasing 
traffic \vill require, but also for the preservation 
of forest gro\Vth and. (or the planting of fto,vers, 
shrubs and trees. Development of the .approach 
to towns ,and cities to ·Boulevard standards has 
only just begun. Many miles, while excellent 
in dry \veather \vill cause deJay after heaV}' 
rains. The graveUcd and crushed rock sections 
are dusty at times-the)' must be hard. sur-
faced. There is work to do in removing ugl}~ 

· structures, unsightly bill-boards and the many 
. thi1_1gs that mar the beauty of the la~dscape 

and detract from the pleasure of motoran . 

of the county highways, 
County, Virginia, having been &elected a the 
typical cou.nty, \Vhere intensive effort, it is 
expected, wjJJ bring results . 

Lee High\vay Association has from ~ the 
begin~ing had for its <3eneral Dir~~or .a· Jiader 
in the national good 'roads mov~merir;;o e~or 
a group to \Vhose united efforts· ~Federal'·road 
legislation and appropriations are due. Thus 
its activities have extende~ beyond Lee High-
way, reaching thi'ougli~( Wb:~a~OI(:..aJ!d:' con· 
tributing directly ··and lriat~iially ·:tO: JJa ·2nal 
progress. - · t - .. A. - -

Lee Highway Associati!ln :§eC!ired _$~50,00Q,-· 
000.00 \Vorth of left-over war .. stocks gratis for 
hig~way improvement,: .. t!le. ~achinery an~ 
equ1pment thus secured .ha,~ng helped to 
improve the- roads rn· e\:ery one of the 3078 
counties of the United Stites. " 

. . " 
·· Lee High\vay Association gave the Zero and 
the Pacific •lilestones to the Government.· 

Lee High,v.ay Association was the a'rganiza-
tion in charge of the national movement for 
the Arlington lemorial Bridge, no,\· under 
construction. In recognition of its seni~ 
President Coolidge gav the Association the 
pen \\ith which he signed the Bridge Bill. . · 

Lee Higb\\'ay initiated and has Jed in the 
movement to extend the ·taU of W shington 
into the .Heart of Virginia by the '' orld's 
Finest Bou]e\~ard on a 200-foot rlgh -of-\\·ar~ 
\\i.th a 60-foot set-back lor buildings~ and. \nth 
no trolley line or disfiguring poles c rrying 
telegraph. telephone or hi h-tensi·on lines. 

Lee High\\•ay Ass,ociation i \\1>rkin to rnakc 
\Vashin~on lvonhy of it pi oe s the C pital 
or the rachest, the stron e t, the lea t burdened 
of. the n tions. 

r 



HERBERT HOOVER, \vhile Secretary of 
Commerce) presided at a meeting in \Vashing-
ton to urge the triumphal entry of Lee High\vay 
into 'Vashington over a Monumental Boule-
vard uvo hundred feet wide, dropping down 
from the hills of Virginia to the Arlington 
~{emorial B_ridge. 

The following letter \vas \Vritten \vhen ~lr. · 
Hoover was Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce: 

''My Dear Dr. Johnson: 
The Depanment of Commerce h:1s had 

occasion to observe the far-reachin$" effect of 
your work in the quick construcuon !lf an 
important road on the St. Paul Island 1n the 
Pribilofi Group in the Pacific Ocean through 
your assistance in securing cenain surplus war 
property for this purpose. · · 

(Signed) HERBERT HoovEL" 
... 

CALVL~ COOLIDGE, in his message to 
Congress for the Arlington ~lemorial Bridge, 
said: "There is a third great motive in the com-
plete plan and that is the _provision of a ~-a~­
nificent Entrance to \Vashtngton from Virg~naa 
for the Lee High,vay coming across the entire 
country from California. Thus will be created 
the First and 'lost lagnificent of all possible 
Entrances to the National Capital. 

"As the traveler approaches \Vashington over 
the brow of Arlington Heights in Ft. Myer, 
there will burst on his view a panorama that 
bas few equals in the \Vorld. Once een, it 
will never be forgotten; it will live in .the 
memory of the beholder forever as a perpetual 
in piration to loyalty, patriotism and devotion · 
to country." 

WARREN HARDll TG, in hh. address dedi- • 
eating the Zero Milestone, said: "In the spirit 
of patriotic ambition for a national highway 
unification, Lee Highway Association ba 
TftiO 

. . 
pJanned to connect \Vashington, Philadelphia . 
and ew York \Vith a boulevard and to con-
nect that boulevard from the Lincoln ~emple 
to the Lee Mansion by \Vay of the Arlington 

Iemorial · Bridge; thence by- lvay of Manassas 
Battlefield into the heart of the South, and 
thence to the Pacific.· In accep!ing this Zero 
~lilestone I \Vant to th:1nk Lee High,vay Asso-
ciation for the contribution which it plans to 
the security, unity, development and lvelfarc 
of our 1 ation." 

• 
'VOODRO\V \VILSO deda~ed: "It gives 

me pleasure to express my interest in the Asscr 
ciation. It is certainly fitting that there should 
be a national memorial to General Lee. He 
did all in his power to heal the wounds whiCh · 
were made by the bitter civil strife in which he 
was obliged to take part. It is a happy old 
saying that sectional lines are obliterat~ only 
by the feet which cross them and th1s great 
high\vay should contribute to that much-to-be 
desired result." 

Due to the effons of these "' FoUl\. GREAT 
LEADERS strongly supported by the GoVERNORS 
AND HaGH\\.AY BoARDs OF THE 48 STATES and 
the OFFICIALS OF THE 3078 CouNTIES AND ALSO 
BY THE NATIONAL RoAD ORGANIZATIONs the . 
paving of the United States has pr~ressed 
until several transcontinental and a dozen 
longitudinal linei now afford safe, ec:Onomic 
and comfortable travel from coast to coast and 
from Canada to the GuJ£ and Mexico. Motor 
routes DO\\. ~onnect the State Capitals, and one . ·... . · 
may travel by auto until each of the. ·307~ ~ 
county seat are visited. From the county 
seats good roads are being extended through-
out the counties. 

. 
· .The bc~inning of Lee Highway dates back to 
geologic tames, to the time when the Natural 

· Bridge of Virginia \Vas formed. This Bridge is 
· · a Lee Highway Bridge, the only means o( 

crossing a mountain gorge seyen miles long and 
200 feet deep. It is the oldest, the strongest 
and the most beautiful bridge in the \vorld. 
There the building of Lee High\vay began, the 
task for human hands being to build from one 
end to Washington, from th~ other to _San 
Diego.. . 

Ten years ago t\Vo men met in \Vashington, 
brought together by the late A. G. Batchelder, 
head of the American Automobile Association, 
because each of the t\vo had dreamed of a Lee 
Highway. Neither of these men knew of \vhat 
the other was thinking, but each had discussed 
the project "'ith 1\{r. Batchelder. The con-
ference resulted in a meeting at Roanoke, Va., 
on February 22, 1919, at \Vhich a provisional 
organization \Vas formed, \Vhich 'vas made 
permanent at Roanoke, on December 3, 1919, 
and which began to function on April 21, 1920, 
\Vhen one oi the t\\to, Dr. S. M. Johnson, 
became General Director, continuing as such 
until the present time. The other \Vas Prof. 
D. C. Humphreys, a Professor in \Vashington 
and Lee University at Lexington. 

Lexington is forever enshrined in the beans 
of Southerners as containing the earthly 
remains of Generals .Lee and Jackson. It is 
also the seat of \Vashington and Lee University 
and the Virginia Military Institute, yet it '~as 
a town marooned by mud. Even the tra1ns 
had to be backed into Lexington. For year 
the famous "\'alley Pike" had afforded easy 
transit along the Valley of Virginia bet\\·een 
\Vinchester and Staunton. If only the pave--
ment could be extended from Staunton to 
Lexington! And if by any means the road 

. could be paved from Lexington .bY atural 
Bridge to Roanoke! Then, too, some day the 
pavement might actually reach Bristol, then 
Knoxville, then Chattanooga I This \vas the 
dream of Prof. Humphreys, who had published 
articles setting forth his idea. The name "'hich 

.. he suggested was ''Valley Hig~waY.u because . 
it was a continuation of the ~ Valley Pik~ or 
"Battlefield Highwa~ because it , auld con-
nect Gettysburg on the Lincoln Higli\\'lY 'ith 
the Battlefields at Chattanooga on th~ Dixie 
Highwar,, or Lee Hi hway. 

The death o( Prof. Huf!lplirey oon after 
die otganizatiori was formed ~ removea one of 

Highway • JU • exastcnce. 
Dr. Johnson, residi~g in southern. New 

Mexico, had been acttve for year& Jn an 
organized effort to build a southern transcon • 
tinental highway, with a considerable degree of 
success in securing cooperation for the project 
from San Diego to l\1emphis. The line was to 
reach Washington from .femphis b)' way or 
Nashville, Knoxville, Asheville and Richmond, 
but· little cooperation had been given cast of 
{emphis. \Vhat more logical than for the 

men of the West to join hands lvith the men of 
Virginia and Tennessee and complete the 
southern route up the Valley of Virginia? That 
\\'ould bring it by the tomb of Lee at Lexing-

. ton, and this highway \\'ould trans~it t.o ~s ... · 
terity the name, the fame and the mspuanon 
of Lee, \Vho, from Appomattox to his passing 
in 1870, counselled Southerners, ''Recollect, e 
form one country now. Lay aside all bitterness 
and make your sons Americans." 

Dr. Johnson's relations ll·ith the Governors 
and Highway Depanments of Arkansas, Okla-
homa Texas, Te ~fexico, Arizona and Cali-
forni;, together w!th his !el~tions l\·ith. the 
American Automobile Assoaauon, the 1 attonal 
Highways Association, the National Automo- · 
bile Chamber of Commerce and the good roads 
leaders in Congres and in . the Executive 
Departments had been close and fruitful. He 
had had a part in the legislation under hich 
the Go\"ernment aids the States in highway con-
struction. It \~as due to his initiath~ that ar 
stocks of automobiles, trucks and e\"el')'thing 
suited to the purpose ere passed on to the 
States \vithout charge. He as one o( tbos 
lvho induced the Go't mment to end the fi t 
tran eontinentaJ nny n\otor con\-oy from 
\Vashington to S~n. Francisco the sum~er {ol-
lo\ving the Arm1suce. He :tccompanacd the 
ConvO)' as its official spo ~ sman •• These cthi-
ties, national in cope. he the e~ccuth·e .or 
tee High\\·ay As oo uon ha cont1n~~, !h 
the result tha Lee Hi bl' y s oa no , 1n 
addition to de\-elopin its rticul r line of 
tr vel, takes n acth~ pan in the Good Road 
J: lol'ement s ·hole. Thu die acti\'ities of 
Lee High rA)' od tion · ha\ al · ~· b n 
and r no\\• national in scope. 

Thu on or the t ·o men rc pon ibt f r th 
exi u:nce of te Hi h ·ar ha f mm th ut 
been it ecutive officer. 





• J: ln'e· years a·go the 'building 'of a highlvay 
across the Continent seemed a far-off event~ 
especially 3 highway through the South, for 
the South . had not benefitted· by ·enormous 

ar profits as had other sections. It had 
.suffered · from the boll-lveevil. •An unpre- . 
tedented drought in· the South\vest had almost 
destroyed ·the livestock industry. Left-over 
war stocks in the far. Southwest had almost 
paralyted copper production •. 
. Yet the . South was detemuned. It kne'v 

th'at, due to the Civil War, the first transcon .. 
tinental railway ' as buil~ across the ! orth. 
In the decade pl'eccding the \Var when Jeffer-
son Davis was . Secretary of .\Var, Congress 
appropriated funds·\vith which 'Anny·engineers 
surveyed five ·lin~ from the fissouri-~lissis-a 
sippi River to·the Pacific COast. The "debates 
on the -Reports sho'v that; had it not been· for .. 

'" 

. . 
the 'Var, the first .raihvay \vould hav~ b~~ · 
built from lemph1s to Southern · Cabfomaa. 
Having missed tlic development consequent 
upon th·e opening of the first raihvay, the South 
girded itself to gain the developme~t ~ur~ to , 
follow the opening of the first m~~~~ htgh'Yay 
from coast to coast. ..·· . 

From the larger cities · the pav~me~~ ~x­
tended a few miles to\vard the oty 1n tlie 
series \vhere Lee Highway now is. For the 
most part the road was disconnected, primi-
tive wagon trails. ~ Brid.ges and culverts had 
been built for buggtes and lvagons, they were 
too ftimsy for hea-vy autos, trucks and motor 
busses, except those • across the large riyers. 
Grades were too steep,· curves_ too sharp, road- . 
ways too riarro\v. There were dangerous fords, 
impassable after heavy rain. Between the ruts 
made Dy .narrO\V-tire vehicles were middles SO 

· higli that in many places autos could not nego-
tiate them. In the far \Veat were places where 
drifting sands made it almost impossible to 
construct roads that would be usable at all 

, The national road policy did not lend itself 
to the· quick construcuon o£ roads spannirig.the 
Continent. The Federal Government, lvhile 
bearing a share of the cost, left it to the States 

·to determine on whot roads the Federal aid 
funds should be expended, and most of the 
States felt it important to build those roads 
first that would connect the county seats 'vith' 
one another and all with the State Capital 
rather than to expend all the funds upon the 
great through routes. 

The national highways of the Old \Vorld 
were built under monarchies. A republic does 
not lend itself readily to centralization of po\ver. 
The States -are sovereign, and rightly so. Hence 
the development of the main arterial roads has 
gone fonvard gradually and somewhat slowly, 
due to the necessity to provide for local and 
intra-State needs, rather than the needs of 
inter-State and long-distance travel. This \vas : 
the task to which the builders set themselves. . . . 

Neveitheless, the U: S. Bureau · of· PubJic 
Roads, the State Highway Departments and 
the county road authorities have all done every-
thing in their power ~o hasten the construction 

I 

of Lee Highway and to build it according to 
the highest standards in keeping with its pur ... 
pose as one of the main aneries of the national 
BY.Stem. . . 

TOday Lee High\vay_is a modem, high-speed 
road from the Zero Milestone in \Vashington 
to tbe Pacific Milestone in ·san Diego, over 
\Vhich last Autumn the General Director of 
Lee Highway Association motored in a light 
car, 'vith no effort at making a record, averag-
ing 40 miles an hour. The only exceptions are 
a f~\V miles slated for improvement this year. . 

All the streams and rivers are bridged, save 
the Tennessee near Knoxville, \vhere a ferry 
operates until the new bridge, nearing com-
pletion, is opened. Toll is charged on only one 
bridge, in Arkansas, the charges reasonable. 

This is not saying that the pavement is con-
tinuous. -An is well graded and drained and 
"most of:it 'is . urfacedt hard-surfaced or gra\~ or crushed 'rock! All is included in the Federal 
·aid system and is under constant maintmance . 
by the State. Detours are available if the fe,,· 
din road sections are to be avoided after heavy 

. rain, though usually th road dries quickly. 
It took the rail\\·ays ten years to build from 

the Afississippi across lo\va to the Missouri 
River. It took Lee Highway Association only 
nine years to build Lee High\\•ay across the 
Continent. 



.. 
Soon after the signing of the Armistice, 

Senator Bankhead introduced a bill in the 
Senate providing a large appropriation to 
improve the roads, start the wheels of industry 
and give employment to returning soldiers. 
Among those summoned. to \Vashington to 
assist in the passage of the biU was Dr. 
Johnson. 

On arrival in Washington, about tne first o£ 

..... ~· 

December · a reception as tendered these 
national ~ roads leaders by the Southern 
Society ol \Vashington. It was given at the 
University Club and Mrs. Jo ephus Daniels 
gave tlie address of welcome. Dr. Johnson 
~ve the respon e and told how, at the cl eo{ 
the Civil \Var in federal camps in Virginia, the 
army mules ere imply turned loose instead 
of being shipped I ortb and old at army 
auction alesr-bow the negroes caught them 
fiitclted them to their plows and broJCe the 

ground for the first crop of the ne\v South~ 
positive help to·recovery. He called.attention 
to the fact that the sudden ending of the :World · 
\Var had left us with vast stores of 'materi:ll; · 
equipment and supplies, many billions in value, 
purchased and no longer needed for war. pur- · 
poses, much of it suitable for highway improve-
ment. He ur~ thaf instead of demoralizing 
business by.sclling it for a song at army auction 

' . . . . tlie ·originator or this transfer of material, and 
· · prepared the first draft of the resolution that 

was _put in by Senator Bankhead authorizing 
.the Secretary of War to turn over this equi~r. 
ment. He came to our office lvith the resolu-. tion ~nd . asked wha~ we thought of it. We 
heartily approved of tt, and did \vhat we could 
to have it enacted into la\V.11 

job there would have been only scant dis-
tribution o£ unused war materials among the 

· several highway dt:partmenu. It was not pos-
sible for ihe United States Bureau of Public 
Roads to appear unduly active, and it required 
the work of one like Dr. Johnson to ''keep the 
pot boiling." 

The stupendous sum o£ T\VO HUNDRED 
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, 
- . 

Alabama • • • • . • . . . . . . • . . ..... $ 
~~IlCl ••••• : • • • • •• 4 ••••••• 

Arhnsas ••.....•.......... 
Ca.li {ornia .................. . 
Colorado ••••.••.•••.•••.••. 
Connecticut •.••••••...•..•• 

·Delaware •....•••••..•...•. · 
Florida · •••..• ~ ••••..•.••.•• 
G • . 

eorg1a . .................... . 
lda._ho •••••••••••••••••• : •• 
Illinois .................... . 
Indiana •••••.•.•••••••.••.• 
Iowa •••.....••..•••••.•••• 
Kan,sa.s ••••••••.••••••••••• 
Kentucky .................. . 
Lou •• uzana .................. . '1-· . 
a~ne ••••.•••••••••••.•••• 

laryland ...•.............. 
~ la.ssathusetts .............. . 
~ Iichigan ..•.••. • •.•••.••••. 
MiMesotA ..•..••.•••••••.• 

3,063,797.01 
3,908,318.89 
2,874-,SS7.56 
6,893,067.41 
4,045,354.99 

995,526.38 
508,644.70 

5,013,933.93 
7,170,665.69 
2,157,708.2~ 
8,174,136.20 
8,393,132.28 
7,633,605.99 
5,411,082.69 
3 ,9!YJ,213 .00 
3,365,830.68 
1 '794, 944..57 
2,3 45,3 81.60 
2,113,839.55 
9,799,406.25 
4,480,123.46 
1,161,129.96 
5,688,4.45.62 
3.018,635.80 
3,218,153.95 
1,7St;37720 

. . The· Zero Milestone, adjacent the South Lawn of "the \Vhite House, \vas presented to the 
Government by Lee High\vay Association. It marks the starting point of Lee Hjghway in its 
continent spanning stretches to the beaches of the Pacific at San Diego, California. It is also the· 
initial poin~ of the Nation's high\vays radiating from Washington to the national boundaries 
and .to the farthest point of the remotest Republics of America. . 

January 5, 1920, introduced in ·th.e House as 
H. J. Res. 270 by the late Han. Julius Kahn, 
of California and referred to the Committee 
on the Library. 

The report of l\{r. Gould, Chairman of the 
Committee, closed as follo\vs: 

From the \Vashington milestone 'viU radiate 
high\vays over 'vhich \vill surge the tides of an 
ever-advancing civilization as the centuries 

, come and go, and .. men from the uttennost 
parts of the eanh coming to \Vashington will 
stand in silence before this monument and 

· · meditate upon the grandeur· and glory of the 
Nation which has made such provision for the 
free communication and intermingling of her 
citizens, thus insuring the perpetuity of demo-. . . . .. crattc tnstttuttons. 

On June 5, 1920, Congress authorized the 
Secretary of \Var to erect a Zero ~f'tlestone, 

· the design to be approved by the Commission 
of Fine Arts. The Government "·as to be at 

·no expense, since the monument \\"as to be a 
gift to the Nation. 

Upon r~quest of the s~cr~tary of War, Dr. 
Johnson took charge of the pr~paration of th~ 
tltJign, the raising of funds, th~ n-tction of tht 
~{ onumtnt, and tht c~r~mony of untttiling and 
.dtdication. · · ~ 

The ~ionument \\·as desi~ed and supen"ised 
· by H. \ • Pea lee, Architect, of \Vashing-

ton, D. C. 
. The Zero ~iile!tone l\'as dedicated on June 

·· 4, 1923. It "·as a national C\'ent. A fel" ·eek 
·in advance of the dedication six thou nd 

. engraved invitation \\·ere issued. The Pre i-
dent and six Cabinet officers, and many high 
officials of \he Government particip:1ted. 

The ceremony marked the opening of the 
\V shi11gton Con\·ention of the Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the {ystic Shrine. Tht occa .. 
aion llrawing together more automobile than 
were ever before em bled in the city. 

The Afonument mark the feridian of the 
District o( C01umbiai 77.02'. Prcvioualt 
marJted by the o-cal ed "Jeffe on Stone, 
placed in 180.4. 
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·enemy· ever got! From then. on it took fast-
moving automobiles to kee·r them in contact 
with the retreating foe unti . Old Glory \Va\•cd 
on tbe bridgeheads of the River Rhine. It '\\"as 
the motor truck on the roads o£ France that 
saved the world • 

ls UNnm STATE SAFEl 



to end the war, motor uucks,. automobiles, road 
machinery and equipment, and explosives. !!'he;. '. 
cessation of hostilities left this property in the · 
hands of the Secretary of War. Since it was 
no longer needed for the purpose, Congress 
directed the Secretary of War to transfer to 
the Secretary of Agriculture, . gratis, for dis- · 
tribution to the States all surplus war propeny 
suitable for highway lvork. Under this legis-
lation hundreds of millions dollars' worth of 
machinery and equipment bought for the war, 
and that would now be junk on the fields of 
France bad the war lasted six months longer, 
is today in commission building and caring 
for the roads of our beloved homeland, and 
every one of the more than 3,000 counties has 
benefited by this transfer. 

. Congress funher appropriated vast sums to 
aid the States in putting this equipment to usc 
and in constructing roads for our use at home, 
such as we found already built and serving the 
needs of Europe. Vast as these sums were, 
they were not sufficient to construct our roads 
in time to serve this present generation. So 

e, preferring to travel over these highways . 
hile e are living and lvhiJc our eyes can be-

hold the vastness, the·richncss, and the beauty 
of our country, to being borne over them in a 
hearse, selected a definite point in \Vashington 
as the point of beginning and other points 
which listen to the surf-beat of the Pacific, as 
the points to build to, and we resolved to issue .. 
our call to the nation to help us close the gaps 
.without further delay. · 

STAND FOR TRUNK: Lt ES 

· \Ve have taken our stand for the quick com-
pletion of at least everal great truDk liries that 
will afford peedy, safe, and economic transit 
from coast to coast, from Canada to the Gulf, 
and between the various sections that; when 
connected up, ·u benefit immeasurably by 
exchange of visiu. 

Of these there are two of outstanding im- · 
portance, the Lincoln and Lee, which, by ener-
getic and ell-directed effort may be made 
continuou ·thin a couple·or years. 

It eems as if in Ameria the reaDy great 
things exist in pain. We have two great oceana 
that l ve our bores. We have two mighey 
mountain ranges adjacent to these.; There are 

o great names that epitomize an impqrtant 
era of our national life, Abraham Lin(Ohl and 
General RObert E. Lee. The more Closely 
these n mes arc linked together the b~t for 
our: reunited lanct. C0nJequently o great 
TfiiiiW 

. 
Sus PAVED UNITED STATES • 

We have taken o~r stand for a paved Unit~ 
States. This monument is placed here to mark 
the be~g of a ·system, but a ti~si:nning 
implies continuance and comf.letion. Tlie- use 
of the automobile is universa , therefore pave-
ment must be universal. Until this is· accom-
plished we \viii not be living in die spirit "of 
the age in which our lives are cast. "' ~ . . . . 

Mr. President, on behalf of Lee Highway 
Association, and through the co--operation of a 
number of public-spirited citizens, including 
the children of the late Senator John lL Ban.k-
head, father of the Federal Highway ~ and 

· of national o~tions, including the Ameri-
can Automobile Association, the National 
Automobile Cham tier of Commerce,~· and die 

... ~ational Hignways Association, I have .the 
honor to present this monument, to be the 
beginning of our system of national highways, 
a standard of linear measurement on the high-
ways radiatinf from: this place and a symbol 
of the spirit o this the motor age of progress. 



In order to mark the \Vestern Terminus of Lee High\vay, Lee Highway Association 
the Pacific 'Iiles tone in Grant .Park, San Diego, California. . . ~ · . 

On November 17, 1923, President Coolidge pressed ·a key in the .\Vhite House anC:l released 
an electric impulse lvhich started the ceremony o£ the dedication o{ the Pacific Milestone of Lee 
Highway in San Diego, California. The Pacific lilestone is an exact duplicate as to size of the 
Zero Milestone in \Vashington, D. C. The material is Veruga Marble, contributed by theVeruga 

farble Company of San Diego. Through: the cooperation of the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
Col. E. Lester Jones, Director, the Pacific 1\tlilestone~ on which is placed the latitude, lon~tude 
and elevation above sea level, becomes an official bench mark, a fixed point in the triangu1auon of 
the United States. . . . · 

The Ionument~ like that at \VashingtC?n, \Vas designed by H. \V. Peaslee. 

The President's message was read by Col. Eel Fletcher, who is responsible for oliilding the · 
road, now Lee High\vay, from San Diego over th_c Coast Range to Yuma, Arizona. · . 

THE CITIZENS OF SAN DIEGO 
In dedicating this P41cific filestone 

November 17, 19Zl, hereby gratefully 
ackoowl~ge the untiring efforu or 

COL. ED. FLETCHER 
In the construction o£ a 

Southern Tnnsconrinental Highway. 

I • 

THE WHITE HOUSE, '''ashington, D. C. 
My dear Doctor· Johnson: . 

It ia a pleasure to comply lvjth the request of your Association and the City of San Diego to · 
send a message for the dedication of the Pacific Milestone. 

President Harding,, \Vas to have dedicated the Pacific ~{ilestone, and had planned to make 
an address at San Diego on the subject of high\vays. Perhaps, then, I may appropriately recall 
something of what he said in dedicating the Zero Milestone in Washington on June 4th last. 

Referring to the high\vay system, \vhich at alJ times has served to unify society and promote 
civilization, he spoke of our national highway system of two hundred thousand miles of modern 
improved roads, together lvith more than nvo million miles of rural highways, 'vhich yet remain 
to. be improved as rapidly as economic conditions shall justify. 

Particularly, he thanked the Lee High\vay Association for erecting the Zero h.filestone and 
others which have been made official bench marks of the United States Coast and Geodetic Stin'ey. 

The Southern Transcontinental High\vay is already, in large part, finished. A relatively 
small mileage remains to be brought up to the best present day standards, but I am informed that 
these sections are included in the system of Federal-aid roads, and that in the near future the 
necessary links will have been forged. . 

Wh~n thev are pnished, this hi~hway will stand as one of tlze conlinuorts transcontinental 
routes available at aU seasons of the year for easy transportation. 

In acc~pting thir monument, it ir fitting to express thanks to the ciliuns of San Dkgo, the 
Imperial Yalley, of Yuma, Aritona, and tlzt State of California for thnr partirolar contributions. 

· · T/Je Lee Highway Association has done a 
tvork of national unification in opening up 
this route between the National Capital and 
Sou(~ern California. 
.. . The monument may well be dedicated 
to the purpose of marking the meeting place 
of the s~Iendid highway with the waters of 
the Pacdic, in the hope that it may hasten 
the coming day of a perfected system of 
highway communication throughout the . . . ~ 

entire natton. 



One day Stephen James, \Vho was handling 
the Firestone High\vay Essay Contest among 
ffigh S~ool Pupils, invited Dr. Johnson to 
meet a friend of his at lunch at the National 
Press Club in Washington. The third party 

as from Kentucky and Dr. Johnson began 
by asking him why Kentucky did not get busy 
and build some roads. The Kentucky man 
was tall and spare \vith clear-cut features and 
keen, bright eyes, also blessed with a sense of 
humor. He took it good naturedly and evinced 
great interest in the subject of discussion. Dr. 
Johnson went on to say that the main factor 
in national development for the past seventy-
five years \Vas the railway~ut that this was 
the ~lotor Age ar,d the main factor for the 
next seventy-five years \Vould be the motor 
vehicle and the modem highway, that where 
the highway went the people \Vould go and 
where the greatest bighways were built the 
greatest development \vould occur. He ex-
pressed the opinion that the rising generation 
should be brought up in the spirit of the age 
in which they lived and that therefore the hi~h­
ways and in particular those of outstandJng 
importance should be subjects of study in the 
public schools. 

Returning to his office, he had a phone call 
from James who said, " I put one over on you 
today." 

"How was that?" 
"Whom do you suppose that was you were 

talking to today?" 
"Well, he seemed to be a very bright, in· 

telli~t man." 
''That was Thoma J. Tigert. He has just 

come from the White House and President 
Harding has just appointed him U. S. Com-
missioner of Education. He has accepted and 
goes to his desk this afternoon, and you have 
old him on the idea of teaching highways in 

the public chools." 
Within a few weeks . iiss Florence C. Fox, 

specialist in educational ystems was detailed 
by " -lr. Tigert to prepax:e a course of instruc-
tion on highways. She did· o, the lajor. 
Project being entitled ~ain Streett of the 
1 Tation." Under this main theme; five minor 
projects ere group~ geography, histo!Y, 
literature, civics nd science. These were 
taught related to the higllway. Tile pupils 
w re to. be taken on an i.ma~ary trip over _ 

the high\vay. Thus the study \VOUld DOt be 
merely a matter of memorizing certain pages 
of print· \vith a vie\v to getting a· gooa grade, I 

but \Vould be like planni!lg in advance for an 
actual outing. Lincoln Highway, ·Lee Hi~h­
\Vay, the Dixie Highway and the Old Span1sh 
Trails were selected for treatment.· J\rrange.. 

· ment was made to try it out in tlie ·Fifth _grade 
of the Thompson School in \Vashington, D. G-J 
under the special guidance of Miss Fox. · · 

·The study proved to· tie most popular, and 
attracted many ·visitors, including national 
good roads leaders. The U: S. Burea·u of Edu- ' 
cation· published a Bulletin (No. 93), ·1923 
series, "Main Streets of the Nation" and sent 

· out 13,000 copies to as many Supcrintendenu 
of Public Instruction. The Bulletin gave the 
location of the Headquarters of' the Associa-
tion fostering each of these highways so that 
teachers desiring to introduce the subject might 
secure the necessary maps, literature, etc. 

The follo\ving letter 'vas received by the , 
'layor of Cro\vell, Texas: . 

The Bronx, Ne\V York City, N. Y. 

"My dear Sir:-
November 6, 1924 .. 

"! am a little boy twelve years o~d in ·the 
Horace Greeley School, the Bronx. \Ve .are 
studying 'Main Streets of the Nation' a_nd .are 
now on Lee Highway. They have given me 
the Texas section and I '~ant to know all about' 
it. Please send me whatever you have .for: 
free distribution about your town and especially 
postcards showing Lee Highway going.through 
Crowell. 

. . . 
· On April 22, .1924, . President · COQlidge 
transmitted to Congress the report of the 
Arlington ·Memorial ·Bridge Commission, 'vith 
estimate of cost, $14,750,000. The following 
extracts from the Report (Senate Document 
No. 95) are of interest: 

''This project has many important features 
whicli, taken together, will make it the greatest 
sin,le !l'lerriorial ~;>roject u"ndertaken b~ anr 
nation 1n recent umes. . . -

''Following immediately after the Lincoln 
Memorial in time of construction it fortunately 
supplements and completes that great Memo-
rial in finishing the landscape in its vicinity 
and carries the l\.fall treatment of \Vashington 
and L'Enfant across the Potomac to Arlington 
and up to the.last resting place of the designer 
of the original plan of the Capital at the portico 
of the Lee Mansion. 

"In addition to this relationship, there is 
. the compelling patriotic motive in the project 

~ of a direct broad boulevard from the Capitol 
through B street extended and widened, by 
way of the Lincoln ?\.femorial and on across the 
broad and dignified bridge, as a route for the 
Nation's fallen heroes to their last resting 
place in the Arlington Nationa! Cemetery. 

LEE HIGHWAY UNDERTAKING and to 
make it an integral part of the whole com-
position. This highway, \vhich at present. 
passes over the Georgetown Bridge into \Vash-
tngton by a circuitous and highly congested 
route, can be given a splendid direct approach 
over th~ brO\V of the imposing Arlington 
Heights. From this point a superb view of the 
bridge, the Lincoln Memorial, the \Vashington 
Monument, and the Capitol will be enjoyed by 
the traveler entering the Tation,s Capital over 
this route. From the Arlington Heights the 
Lee High,vay \Vould descend toward Washing-
ton, passing over the stream between the main-
land and Columbia Island by a single arch 
bridge, and cross the axis of the island, con-
tinuing its course to the water's edge of the 
main channel, \\rhere it is planned to construct 
a water gate facing and corresponding to that 
at the Lincoln h{emorial previously described. 

- . 
Rome had its fil'e great a\'enues of approach: 

The Flaminia1 PracNZ~stina, Aurtlia, Ost~nsis, 
· and Appian Ways. ''rashington has . none 

\vortby of the name, but in this proposed 
terminus of the Lee High,vay will be created 
the first and most magnificent of all possible 
entrances to the National Capital. 

"As the tral'eler pproaches \Vashington over 
the brow i)f Arlington Heights in Fort. y·er 
there will bur t on his view panorama that 
has few equals in the w·orld; once seen it will 
never be forgotten, and will Jive in the memory 
of the beholder fore\'er as a perpetual inspira-
tion to loyalty, patriotism nd devotion to 
country!' 



The ational High,vays Association has 
joined Lee High\vay Association in creating a 
National Organiution for the purpose of 
assisting the county officials of the 3078 
counties in the improvement of the county road 
system. 

The "County High\vays Commission" has 
been formed \vith X.lajor Geo. \V. Famy, of 
.1 Iorris Plains, N.J., an engineer of \VOrld-\vide 
experience, as chairman. Control is vested in 
representatives of the National Highways 
Association, Lee High\vay Association, the 
American Road Builders Association and sev-
eral of the leading industries. 

The idea originated \Vitb Dr. S. ~'1. Johnson, 
who maintained that no program to pave the 
United States could ignore the county roads, of 
\Vhicb there \Vere more than nvo million miles. 

Up to the present time these roads have been 
treated as of secondary imponance. \Vith the 
recognition .of the fact that conditions affecting 
agriculture must be improved, Dr. Johnson 
holds that immediate and effective action to 
remove the farmer's handicap of movement · 
through mud or dust over roads laid out and 
built for buggies and \vagons must be included 
in the program for farm relief. City folks en-
joy the facilities of the motor age-the farmer 
li\·es beyond them, or back of them. He uses 
automobile and truck only at excessive haulage 
cost. 

Upon Dr. Johnson's suggestion, Prince \ViJI-
iam County, Virginia, on Lee Highway, 25 
miles from Wasbjngton, ~as selected for con-
centration of effort, with a view to a demon-
stration which would be of the utmost value to 

~ the remaining 3077 counties. 
, 

Before decision was made to make the Dem-
onstration in Prince William County a pre-
liminary study and survey of the County was 
made by the Higb,vay Engineering Bureau .. 

The survey of the county included a study 
of the following (actors: 

LOcation of the county. 
The State bighwals in the county. 
The condition o the county system 

highways. 

The financial condition of -die county 'vith 
regard to ind~btedness for high\vay puwoses. 

The financial condition of the county \Vith · 
regard to all other indetitedness. 

The present method of highlvay administra-
tion and plan of organization. . 

The annual expenditures for 
bridges for the past several years. 

Assessed valuation of real 
property. ·. .. 

I ,• 

Tax rate for all purposes, county and State. 
Tax rate for high\vay purposes. · · : 
Agricultural conditions ·and possibilities. 
Industries. 
Trend of popu)a tion. 

The Highway Engineering Bureau, com-
posed of consultant engineers of the highest 
standing, has been employed to make a study 
of Prince \Villiam County and to prepare a 
scientific count}' highway · plan, lvithan .the 
means of tne county to put into effect. Mr. 
Fred E. Schnepfe, of the Bureau, is now at 
work on the plan. The study \Viii be the most 
thorough ever undertaken, including soil 
analysis{ the tabulation of all sources of poten-
tial wea th and future as well as present needs, 
\Vhen prepared it will be submitted to the 
CO~nty High,va)j officials, the Bu~inesa Organi-
zatJons and the people of Pnnce \Villiam 
County for their adoption or rejection. · If 
adopted, the execution of the ~tan will be on 
a five-year building program. 

.. The work of I.ee High\vay Association which 
appeals most po\ver(ully to the strong men of 

. the Nation \vherever they may reside is its 
effort to extend the 1\.fall, the main axis of 

• \Vashington, 110 miles to Newmarket in the 
· Valley of Virginia, by the \Vorld's Most Mag-

nificent 'Boulevard. The name selected \vas 
Lee Boulevard, because it \vas to he developed 
as the approach to and entry of :Lee High,vay 

· - into \Vashington. 
The Arlington ~~Iemorial Bridge lvill carry 

the Boulevard across the Potomac. The 
Bridge Bill having passed Congress the Asso--

. ciation took steps for the development of the 
Boulevard. The first and most important part 
·or the project \vas to secure the cooperation of 

· the National Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission and the Commission of Fine Arts, for 
the proposal involved the preparation of a 
l\1aster Plan for the Greater \Vashington. The 
project concerned Virginia also for it meant 
the finest gro\vth of \Vashington Virginia-\vay. 

\Vashington \Vas planned by a Frenchman and, like Paris, is built around a main axis an 
east and \Vest Jine, along \Vhich is a series of three of the \VOrld's most notable monumental s:rue.-

., tures-the Capitol, the \Vashington ?vlonument and the Lincoln ~tfemorial Temple. This line of 
· enri~mcnt began lvith the building of the Capitol, Congress adding one monument at a time; 

· movang lvest\vard. Now a fourth monumental structure is rising, the Arlington ~~lemorial Bridge, 
the most artistic bridge ever attempted. This line of magnificence is to be extended along Columbia 
Island, across the channel to the mainland, and over"one hundred miles into \ 1irginia, by a Boule-
vard on a 200-foot right-of-\vay. 
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That none of the existing road-,vays entering 
\Vashington from Virginia a·re adequa.te or · 
appropriate is \vell kno\vn. Tlie main roads, ... 
even the most used-the road to Richmond-
are too narro\v, both pavement and right-of-
lvay. There is no attempt at rQad-side beautifi-
cation-on the contrary unsightly struCtures, 
inartistic billboards and general neglect o( the 
road-side disfigure every road crossing the 
Potomac at \Vashington and entering Virginia, 
a condition \vhich Virginia 'vith her glorious 
past and her present proud position is un\vill-
iog to permit to continue. Her splendid new· 
high\vays lead to historic shrines and recrea-
tional areas unsurpassed. Her ne\v Shenan-
doah I Tational Park is \vi thin a day's motor 
trip of 40,000,000 people. There must be a 
safe and pleasurable corridor connecting \Vash-

6f15ET8ACK 
FOR BUILDINGS 

ington lvith the Shenandoah Park-of such 
dignity and proportions that ,~isitors would 
realize that the best Virginia is Virginia today 
-not the Virginia of yesterday. · 

. . 

The method adopted by the organization 
was unique. Realizing that if \Vashington 
ten years hence, a hundred years hence and 
longer is to be the fitting and worthy Capital ,. 
of a 1 . ation in its youth \vlth the resources of 
its domain scarcely touched, the Association 
undertoo to secure a right-of-way far in 
excess. of that of any other road in Virginia. 
The striking thing about it was that it linder-
took·to procure as a free gift to Vir~inia and 
the Nauon a strip o(·Jand 200 feet 1n I width, 
110 miles in Jengtli-and it is succeedmg in it 
undertaking. · .. I • 

Both the Federal Government and Virginia 
have re ponded. The route has b.een deter-
mined Cor a distance o£ even mile, from the 

I • • 

Bridge to Fal!a Church, ~io5t of the right;:of-
\vay has been secured, all the remainder, 'vhich 
is through platted portions \vilere the Jand-
O\vner must pan \Vith all his holdings, leaving 
nothing to be increased in valuc.b~ the develop--
ment, can be purchased for aoout $200,000.00, 
an amazing _ ~ituation, 'for Philadelphia ·bact to . 
spend $20,000,000 to secure the ground!for the · 
Parkway leading from the City Hall to·. Fair-
mount Park, and there is no otlier city in ilie 
United States \vhere such a right-of-\vay could 
be secured for less than millions. . · . . 

Plans for construction· arc no\v tieing dra\vn; · 
and the Government and Virginia are. arrang-
ing to lay the first pavement forty feet wide · 
the first seven miles and to have it ready by 
J. ovcmber, 1931, \vhen the Arlington ~ilemorial 
Bridge \viii be ready for use. · 

• 





Ed Fletcher Papers

1870-1955

MSS.81

Box: 70 Folder: 7

Business Records - Other Fletcher Activities - Highways -
Lee Highway Dedication, with photos and copies of article

Copyright: UC Regents

Use: This work is available from the UC San Diego Libraries. This digital copy of
the work is intended to support research, teaching, and private study.

Constraints: This work is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Use of this work beyond that allowed by "fair use" requires written permission of
the UC Regents. Permission may be obtained from the UC SanDiego Libraries
department having custody of the work (http://libraries.ucsd.edu/collections/mscl/).
Responsibility for obtaining permissions and any use and distribution of this work
rests exclusively with the user and not the UC San Diego Libraries.


