NEWSLETTER FR0M DR. BRN YTLLREN
Brawley, Culif.
Octeber 3, 1971

CPEN LETTER TC
JUDGE WL FILIRRAY

You presided «t heurings in the U.S. District Ceurt «t Sun Lievo,
Cud LR in the luwsuit, BUY YOLIENV et wle ve JALTWZ J. £ICKEL, ocecretury
of the U.S. Dept. of Interior ubout Msrch 23, 1971.

Ihis legal action is « "cluss luwsuit” te compel the Secretury of
the Interior to enforce the provisien ef the U.S. Reclumitien L.w
which stutés thut only benufide residents ‘cun reeive w.ter frem . Fed-
exal 1rrimition project to do furming, It is hoved by this leaul wcticn
to prevent big cerporutions like the UNITRD FIUIT CO., Pu.Zi COiF.,
THE IAVIVE CO., TENWECO, INC., DOW CHREMICAL CO., KAISER ALUNISUH «
CEEMICAL CO., TEF SOUTH®AN PACIFIC LAND CO., ETC. from furning here,

UNKNOWINGLY, SINCR YOU ARE FAR AWAY IN RUDPTE, MNMO.ITA.A, YOU AZE
DOING A:d INJUSTICE TO TER COMPLAINAYTS IN THIS ACTION. I A. SUSE TinT
YOL DO NOT INTEND TO DC THIS INJUSTICE AND THAT IS TIE HTASOW FOR TiLIs
OPEN LETT®X TO YOU. TiIS OPEN LETTTY 4ILL AT TiF SAIE TL.% % CIiCu-
IATED TO OTHE? JUDGRS SO THAT THIS UNINTENDED I#JUSTICE IS JOT DO4E
IN TEIS LAWSUIT AND ANY FUTURE IAWSUITS. ;

It 18 now 6 months since yeu presided ¢t the heurings, BUT YOu
EAVE WOT GIVEN YOU.: DECISION. You 17111l notice thut there ..ve 123 other
complulinunts besides myself. These uye little peeple whe h.ve ne meneyv
to puy for lea.l expenses. A6 long us my heulth continuves te permit
me to werk wnd if deuth ( I «m 64 yeurs of use) dees not occur, I un
the one who puys the lezwl expenses.

Let us suopose that you render & decisien in fuver of the Secret-
wry of Interior, If X um deud, there will he no upne::l since the money
fer it will net be forthcoming, Then let us suppose thit you ~ive .
decislen in fuvor of the compluinents. The Dept. #f Interio- does the
bidding ef the big corporutions, nwd it will oppenls But if I um deud
uGuin there will be no money forthcoming to opvose this uppeul.,

So you cun see thut my deuth if 4t comes hefore yeu render :.: decis-
ion meuns thut ::11 your hurd work to render o fulr verdict will end
up only sne w.y-thut the defendunt (rewlly the hig cornoiutions) will
win out no mutter whut your decision 1s.

Then there is unother serious problem, It wmus found immossi*le
to et uny water und lund luwyers who were not on retuiner with o
interests who eppose the enforcement of the residency provisgion . .nd
the 160 ugres limit.tion previsien of the U.S: Reclumution Luw of 15u2 .

So 1 huve Prefessor Puul Tuyler of the University of Culiforni.

ut Rerkeley, Culif. who u:dvises me u8 to the luws regurding wuter und
lund free of churge. Le is ever 70 yeurs old, Professer Tuylo:r hu.s
written in the pust 30 yeurs muny wrticles in luw journ:ls .1l over the
United Stutes on irrigsution problems. In the fumous lLiwsult AxIZ0:iA

Ve CALIFORNIA, The U.S. Supreme Couxt in glving its decisien in rem.réc
the division of the wuter of the Colorude River between these 2 stutes,
quotes Professor Tuylor us un suthority.

It would huve been impossible for me te fin.nce this luwsuit wit! -
ogt_theknOWledse of Professor Tuylor which hugs decre.sed legnsl expvensec.
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tremendously «nd m:de it possible to preceed with the les:l uftion,

Ags u mutter of fuct, it is highly doubtful thut Mr. Arthur Brunwisser,
the nttosmey hundling this luwsult, would h.ve uccepted it if it were
not fox Professor Tavlov's high eminence in this field of luw, g v

Pnt Professor Tuvlor is over 70 yeurs und 1f yvour decision ia not
quickly riven, the possible deuth of Professor Tuylor will weudn {
cripnle the efforts to push this luwsuvit to the U.S. Sunreme Ceu:t.-

Judge Murruv, vou uvre u Senior Federul Judge. So that meuns that
you must be 65 ve.rs of uge =t leust. dell, deuth 18 no respecter of
Judges & 1t 1s no respecter of physiciuns or Professors, If deuth
comes to you before vou «ive « decision, this lesgul wetion will huve
to be turned over to :.mnother Federul Judge :nd with ull thut meuns, «
deluy of 2 yeurs seems reusonuble. YWell, during this time, dewth will
be creeping up on Professor Tuylor und myself even if we do net vrecede
you in leuving this earth.

"Pay I suy thwit I rewli%Ze the luwsuit is o complex problem. So I
went you to re::d OPEI LETTER TO JUDGR TURRENTINE which tukes up the
deliy in UNITED STATES ve IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT there the bpro-
vision of the U,S. #eclim.tion Luw rem:rding the 160 ucres limitution
is considered., ‘Iithin 2 weeks ufter I nointed out this deluy to Judge
TMarrentine, he scheduled the luwsult for hearings in Decemhexr 1970 which
wus eXuctly 4 yeurs ofter it wus filed. :

Ten duys ufter he vresided ut the heurings, Judge Turrentine, aave
t verbul decision in fuvor of the Imperiul Irrisution Disgtrlct. Now
the residency provision :md the 180 ..cres limitution provision wre reule
ly « twin in the U.8., Reculumution Juw. unfortun:tely, it s loterx
discovered thwt Judege iomird Turrentine is (or w.g8) ¢ l:nd speculutor
in the Borrego Springs ureu which is wdjoining this .rea. If the plun
to bring Columbis River w:ter for use in the Colom:de River comes to
fruition, the RBorrego S»rings ureu will be uble to get the witer fion
the Colorudo R1ver to increunse 1ts furming woreuge.

So Judge Turrentine hud w "conflict of interest"” when he presided
ut the heurings for his 1l::nd would be benefitted by the w.ter from the
Colorudo Rver if uvugmented by Columbiu River wuter. So Judje Turrent-
ine's obhbility to mu%ke u decision in 10 duys is suspect. The H.1lph
Judexr tusk force report on PO4SR AND IAND IN CALIFOnNIA tukes up
Judge Turrentine's lund specplations en puge 29 of velume VII of the
report. - ,

‘It 48 interesting. to note thut U.S. Attormey Generul John Iiitehell
w8 sent . letter urging appeul of Judge Turrentine‘’s decision espec-
1011y in view of his "conflict of interest". Immedlutely ufter Judze
Turrentine's decision, Congressmm Victor Veysey, u blg fuymer himself,
wnnounced in the newsnupers that he wu:s going to use hls influence to
prevent wn cppeul. Other politiciwune mude similur stitements.

Since it wus seen thnt the very big corporutions were néw using
politicul influence to prevent "due process of the L.w", I nut ouvt
Newsletters te zet help. The Nution:i Furmers union, The .«.tion 1
Grunge, the Sierru Club, the Consumerz Federution of Americ.; the
AFL-CIO, etc. sent letters ureing uppecl of Judge Turventine's decision,
Solicitor General Erwin Griswold of tine Dept. of Justice, on t'e lust
duy it wus possible to muke un uppeul, unnounced thut ne wpve.l would
be mudes o | % eies . :

But fortunutley, u similur situstion hud urisen in the firm..

%1 Paso Gus Trunsmission cuse where the Federul Government refusc? to
uppeul un udverse decision, Willium Bennett went to the U:S. Suprene
Court. ¢nd mude un uppecl und the U.S. Supreme Court set .. p..ecedent by
ullowing the uppeul. Ilr., Bennett won the vppeul, - Iwith the helvn of
My, Brunwasser, my luwyer, huve followed in the footsteps of lir. Bennett
und, uppeuled the UNITED STATES v. IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICY decisiin.

. A11 this ie told you mo thut you Xmow the strugzle of the little
people to get “"due orogess of the luw", Put ull this depends on ay
gnod heulth so thut the lem:l expenses be puid. Iy heulth is deterier-
sting. Tlewrse zive your decision ws soon v8 possible so thi:t the
fight of the little peovle cun continue.
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