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EIDME 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Quadrangle Club 
University of Chicago 
"'hicago, Ill. 

Dear Sir: 

OAK RIDQI:, TI:NNIEBBIEI: 

Reference is made to recent letter from this office placing 
limitations on the release of information by any individusl, group, or 
organization connected with the atomic bomb project and outlining pro
cedure to be followed in securing clearance for utilization or release 
of information or data connected with the project. 

Recent declaration of cessation of hostilities with Japan 
does not in any way alter limitations on utilization or release of 
information and data connected with this undertaking. Official public 
statements and releases still comprise permissible linits of disclosure 
of information. The provisions of the Espionage Act still apply. 

Loose talk and speculation, particularly by individuals now 
or formerly connected with the project, jeopardize the future of the 
nation and must be controlled. 

I am requesting your continued compliance a~d support during 
the future in the interest of national safety. 

Very truly yours, 

H.JJY?~ 
K. n: N)CHOLS, 

Colona~, Corps of Engineers, 
District Engineer. 



The Secretary of War 
Washington, D. C. 

~$rr 
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using atomic povrer for purposes of destruction by using atomic bombs in 

the war against Japan. The United States is particularly vulnerable to 

atomic bombs and we may expect that within ten years other countries may 
~~r~~~·..-r 

have atomic bombs which will weigh less than a ton and which estroy 

an urban area of about 16 square miles. We know of no way in which we 

can protect our cities against such bombs and the only way in which we 

can achieve safety and retain our cities is by exerting an adequate 

measure of control over the manufacture of atomic bombs both inside and 

outside of the United States. 

We fear that the use of atomic bombs against Japan would at once 

precipitate an armament race with Russia. ~~ 

Sooner or later the Government ~ want 

to demonstrate the action of atomic bombs to the world. The timing of 

such a demonstration is a question of expediency. Those who believe that 

later on our chances of reaching an agreement with Russia for the control 

of atomic bombs on the basis of reciprocity might be better and that in 

the interim period further fast progress in this field could be made, may 

be in favor of postponing such a demonstration. Others who think that 

postponing such a demonstration might create distrust on the part of 

Russia and other nations may be in favor of a demonstration at an early 

date. 

A petition is being sent to the President of the United States 
I 

asking him to rule that the United States of America shall not se~ 

precedent ~sing atomic power for purposes of war. 
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The Secretary of War 
¥ashington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We, the undersigned, believe that the United States ought not to 

resort to attacks on Japan by means of atomic bombs in the present phase 

of the war. The United States is particularly vulnerable to atomic bombs 

and we expect that within ten years other countries may have atomic bombs 

which may weigh less than a ton ana be capable of destroying an urban area 

from ten to twenty square miles. We know of no way in which we can protect 

our cities against such bombs .::..nd the only way in which we can achieve 

safety and retain our cities is by exerting an adequate measure of control 

over the manufacture of atomic hombs both inside and outside of the United 

States. 

We fear that the use of atomic bombs against Japan would precipitate 

an armament race with Russia. 

Sooner or later the Government will want to demonstrate the action 

of atomic bombs to the world. ~fio timing of ~~d8monstFation j~ a -

questiOi?of~eiency. Those who believe that later on our chances of 

reaching an agreement with Russia for the control of atomic bombs on the 

basis of reciprocity might be better and that in the interim period further 

fast progress in this field could be made, may be in favor of postponil1g 

such a demonstration. Others who think that postponing such a demonstra-

tion might create distrust on the part of Russia and other nations may be 

in favor of a demonstration at an early date. 

In view of the foregoing as well as for other reasons, we, the 



undersigned, propose to submit a petition to the President, the text of which 

is inclosed. 

Respectfully, 



/ 

Please note that the text of the petition emphasizes only 

the moral aspect of the issue. No doubt many of those who signed 

believe that we ought to refrain from using atomic bombs against Japan 

in the present phase of the war on the grounds of expediency as well 

as moral grounds. 

The United States is particularly vulnerable to atomic bombs 

and we may expect that within ten years other countries may have 

atomic bombs which may weigh less than a ton and capable of destroying 

an urban area from 10 to 20 square miles. We know of no way in which 

v'le can protect our cities against such bombs and the only way in 

which we can achieve safety and retain our cities is by exerting an 

adequate manner of control over the manufacture of atomic bombs both 

inside and outside of the United States. Many of us fear that the 

use of atomic bombs against Japan at this particular time would pre-
I 

ciptate &n armistice with Russia and would create an international 

problem with which we will not be able to cope. 

The committee appointed by the Secretary of War has not yet 

been in existence for sufficiently long time fully to appreciate the 

situation in all of its ramifications and any policy which they have 

formulated within this short time must be considered subject to re-

vision. I personally fear that if atomic bombs were used before 

alternate policies have been formulated to take care of various 

contingencies which might arise in our international relations we will 

not be able to follow up perfectly first use of atomic 

bombs by publ' :r>eaction. RrliUlX that on such a 

question of expediency opinion must necessarily be divided. 
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Sooner or later the Government will want to demonstrate the 

action of atomic bombs to the world. Those who believe that later on 

our chances of reaching an agreement with Russia for the control of 

atomic bombs on the basis of reciprocity might be better and that in 

the interim period further fast progress in this field could be made, 

may be in favor of postponing such a demonstratioQ. Others who think 

that postponing such a demonstration might create distrust on the part 

of Russia and other nations may be in favor of a demonstration at an 

early date. 



Chairman of the Committee 
on Nucleonics 

Dear Sir: 

June 6, 1945 

Recently, we have been informed of the appointment 
of a National Committee to guide polia.y and programs in the 
field of nucleonics. In addition, a Panel, consisting of four 
scientists of high repute and who are thoroughly acquainted 
with nucleonics, has been appointed to serve in an advisor,y 
capacity'. Since the problems which will arise inevitabq will 
embrace a number of fields of science, in particular many as
pects of chemistry; we, the undersigned, suggest for your con
sideration the addition to this Panel of a chemist of outstand
ing ability and judgment, and who is familiar with the chemical 
problems associated with nucleonics. Among the few outstanding 
chemists familiar wi. th . this field, Dr. Harold C. Urey of Columbia 
University is the best qualified for membership on the Panel. 



Chairman of the Committee 
on Nucleonics 

Dear Sir: 
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June 6, 1945 

Recently, we have been informed of the appointment of a 
National Committee to guide policy and programs in the field of 
nucleonics. In addition, a Panel, consisting of four scientists 
of high repute and who are thoroughly acquainted with nucleonics, 
has been appointed to serve in an advisory capacity. Since the 
problems which will arise inevitably will embrace a number of 
fields of science, in particular many aspects of chemistry; we, 
the undersigned, suggest for your consideration the addition to 
this Panel of a chemist of outstanding ability and judgment, and 
who is familiar with the chemical problems associated with 
nucleonics. Among the few outstanding chemists familiar with 
this field, Dr. Harold C. Urey of Columbia University is best 
qualified for membership on the Panel. 
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Warren c. Johnson 

David N. Hume 

Waldo E. Cohn 

Spofford G. English 

Raymond W. Stoughton 

Norman Elliott 

Alvin M. Weinberg 

L. W. Nordheim 

E. o. Wollan 
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Charles D. Coryell 

Henri A. Levy 

G. E. Boyd 

m H. Davies J.e 

/!... H. Snell 

Harrison S. Brown 
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July 2, 1945 

Dear~ 
Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be sutmitted to 

the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 

based on purely moral considerations. 

It may very well be that the decision of the President whether 

or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be based 

on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency, many argu

ments could be put i"orward both tor and against our use of atomic bombs 

against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only within the frame

work of a thorough analysis of the situation which Will face the United 

States after this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 

served by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition may influence 

the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im

portance i1' a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 

went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 

grounds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Germans share 

the guilt for the acts which Germany committed during this war because 

they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de

fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept

able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 



- 2 -

risks to life and liberty. We are in a position to raise our voices 

without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 

of same of those who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 

"atomic power". 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 

choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 

those who have worked on "atomic power11 represent a sample of the popula

tion and they alone are in a position to form an opinion and declare 

their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 

ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 

if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 
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July 4, 1945 

Dear 

Inclosed is the text of o. petition which wUl be aubni.tted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition ia 
baaed on purely moral considerations. 

It ~ very well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atanic ban.bs 1n the war against Japan will largely be baaed 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency 1 ma.ny argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atanic banbe 
against Japan. Such argunents could be considered only ld.thin the frame
work of a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
States atter this war and it was felt that no useful purpose lfould be 
served by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition ~ influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of iin
portance if a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and urrnistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of th war. 

any of us are inclined to say that individual Gennans share 
the guilt for the acts which Gennany coomitted during this ar because 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acta. Their de
tense that their protest l':Ould have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and liberty. e are in a position to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some of thooe who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 
11 atanic power" • 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice 1fhich faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on "at.anic power" represent a sample or the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to tom an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

-
Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 

ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
1f you could give evory member of your group an opportunity for signing. 
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II ver arnall the chance might that our petition influence 
the course of a"'8rlt , 1 rao.nal.ly feel th t it would be tter of im.-
portanc 1t a large nll!lbeJo of aeientiata who have workM in this field 
w nt clearly and umds bly on record to their opposition on ral 

ounda to the e of thea bombs in the preaent phase of the war. 

any of are 1nol1ned to say that individual Gen1ana share 
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ot acme of thoee who are t present 1n charge of controlllne the work on 
"atomic porrer" • 

The tact. that the ,.ople of the United tates are una of th 
choice llhich faces us inoreaeee our reapouib:UJ.ty in this t.tv aince 
thoae who han worked on "atomic power" reprea nt sample of the popula
tion and thq alone are 1n a position to form an opinion and declare 
their atand. 

An3'on• who might wish to go on record b7 signing t.he petiUan 
ought to have an opportunity to do so d1 therefore, it would be appreciated 
1t you could ~ very ber of your group an opportunit7 for e!gn1ng. 



July 4, 1945 

Inclosed is the text of a petition Which will be submitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It may ver.y well be that the decision o£ the President whether 
or not to use atanic bombs in the war against Japan w:Ul largely be based 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency 1 many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use o£ atanic banbs 
against Japan. Such &rg\IIlents could be considered only within the frame
work of a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
States after this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 
aened by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition mAT influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance if a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the us of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Germans share 
the guilt for the acts which Ger.many committed during this war becauae 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and liberty. We are in a position to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some of those who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 
11 atomic power". 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on "atomic power 11 reprewent a sample of the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to form an opinion and declare 
their etand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 
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July 4, 1945 

Dear 

Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be submitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It may very well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be based 
on considerations of expediencye On the basis of expediency, many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atomic bombs 
against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only vvithin the frame
work of a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
States after this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 
served by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition may influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance if a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Gennans share 
the guilt for the acts which Germany committed during this war because 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and liberty. We are in a position to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some o1' those who are at present in charge o1' controlling the work on 
"atomic power11 • 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on 11atomic power" represent a sample of the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to form an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 
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July 3, 1945 

A PEI'ITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Discoveries of which the people of the United States are not 
aware may affect the welfare of this nation in the near :future . The 
liberation of atanic pol'ICr which has been achieved places atadc banbs 
in the hands of the A:rmy. It places in your hands, as Camnander-in-Chiet, 
the fateful decision whether or not to sanction the use of such banbs in 
the present phase of the war against Japan. 

e, the undersigned scientist 1 have been working in the field 
of atanic pm er for a number of years . Until recently we have had to 
reckon with the possibility that the United States might be attacked by 
atanic bombs during this war and that her onl.Jr defense might lie in a 
counterattack by the same means . Today with this danger averted we .feel 
impelled to sa;y lhat follows: 

The war has to be brought speedily to a successful conclusion 
and the destruction of Japanese cities by means of atomic bombs may very 
well be an effective method of warfare . , e feel, however, that such an 
attack on Japan could not be justified in the present circumstances . e 
believe that the United States ought not to resort. to tho use of atanic 
bor-'lbs in the present phase of the war, at least not unless the terms 
which will be imposed upon Japan after the l'lar are publicly announced 
and subsequently Japan is given an opportunity to surrender. 

If such public announcement g"dVe assurance to the Japanese that 
they could look forward to a life devoted to peaceful pursuits in their 
haneland and if Japan still refused to surrender, our nation would then 
be faced with a situation which might require a re-e.x.amination of her 
position with respect to the use of atomic bombs in the war. 

Atomi.c bombs are primarily a means fo:r the ruthless ann:ihila
tion of cities . Once they \'lere introduced as an instnunent of war it 
lf'ould be difficult to resist for long the temptation of putting them 
to such use . 

The last few years show a marked tendency toward increasing 
ruthlessness . At present our Air Forces, striking at the Japanese cities, 
are using the same methods of warfare which were condemned by American 
public opinion only a few years ago when applied by the Gennans to the 
cities of England. · Our use of atanie bombs in this war would carry the 
world a long wa;:r further on this path of ruthlessnes • 

A tanic power will provide the nations Yd. th new means of destruc
tion. The atanic baAbs at our disposal represent only the first step in 
this direction and there is almost no limit to the destructive power which 
will becane available in the course of this developnent . Thus a nation 
vdrl.ch sets the precedent of using these newly liberated forces of nature 
for purposes of destruction may have to bear the responsibility of opening 
the door to an era of devastation on an unimaginable seale. 

In vie of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respectfully 
petition that you exercise your power as Commander- in-Chief to rule that. 
the United States shall not , ill the present phase of the war, resort to 
the use of atomic banbs . 
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July 4, 1945 

Dear 

Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be submitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It may very well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be based 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency, many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atomic bombs 
against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only within the frame
work of a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
States after this war and it was feit that no useful purpose would be 
served by considering arguments of' expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition may influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance if a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

~any of us are inclined to say that individual Germans share 
the guilt for the acts which Germany committed during this war because 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and liberty. e are in a position to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some of those who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 
"atomic power11 • 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on 11atomic power 11 represent a sample of the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to form an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 



July 4, 1945 

Dear 

Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be submitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It may very well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be based 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency, many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atomic bombs 
against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only within the frame
work of a thorough an~ysis of the situation which will face the United 
States after this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 
served by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition may influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance if a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
want clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Germans share 
the guilt for the acts which Germany committed during this war because 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and liberty. We are in a position to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some of those who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 
"atomic power". 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on "atomic powern represent a sample of the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to form an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 

P.S.--Anyone who wants to sign the petition ought to sign both attached 
copies and ought to read not only the petition but also this covering 
letter. 



The Secretary of ar 
aahin&ton, o. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Jun 11, 1945 

The W1 eraignod were gr tly p1 aaed to learn that the names ot 
A. H. Co pton, rmi, • • L wr nee, and R. Oppenh 1m r have been 

placed on a Panel to which a co itt a appointed by you ay turn for a -

vice . 

The und rsigned bali Y that along ith the other proj eta, 

i otope • paration by diffusion and by ch ic 1 ans Will continue to 

play an important role in t e future evelo ent. H. c. Urey or Columbia 

UniTersit7 is minently qualifi d to repr sent this fi ld not only on 

account ot his pion ering work in it, but also on account or the role 

which he played in furthering the wartime develo ent represented b7 

t ur ni projects . 

In Ti • ot the role which ur. Urey has played in this d velop-

ent in t past and the port ce of the proj ct of which he was . 

director, the under i n d ar cone rned about the tact that his na e 

doe not ap ar o the Panel . s patriotic an upright citizen he 

has th fullest confidence ot the under 1 ned. 

Re pectfully, 



The Secretary of War 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

:fflttallurgital I.aboratorp 
P .O . BOX 5207 

CHICAGO 80, ILLINOIS 

June 11, 1945 
BUTTERFIELD 4300 

The undersigned were greatly pleased to learn that the names of 
A. H. Compton, E. Fermi, E. o. Lawrence, and R. Oppenheimer have been 
placed on a Panel to which a committee appointed by you may turn for ad
vice. 

The undersigned believe that along with the other projects, 
isotope separation by diffusion and by chemical means will continue to 
play an important role in the future development. H. c. Urey of Columbia 
Universit7 is eminently qualified to represent this field not only on 
account of his pioneering work in it, but also on account of the role 
which he played in furthering the wartime development represented by 
the uranium projects. 

In view of the role which Dr. Urey has played in this develop
ment in the past and the importance of the project of which he was 
director, the undersigned are concerned about the fact that his name 
does not appear on the Panel. As a patriotic and upright citizen he 
has the fullest confidence of the undersigned. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ 

Milton Burton o. Stern 

A. o. Allen J. C. Stearns 

Eugene P. Wigner Walter Bartky 

Rames I. Watters Frank Foote 

Winston M. Manning Kenneth S. Cole 

Gale Young Leo Szilard 

James Franck William Rubinson 

W. H. Zachariasen Eugene Rabinowitch 

A. J. D611pster 

William P~ Jesse 

R. S. Mulliken 



Th Secretar;y of · ar 
naah:lngt.on, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Th undersigned were 
A. H. Co pton, • Fe 1 E. 
placed on a Panel to which 
vice. 

June 11, 194 5 

greatly pleased to 1 am that the names of 
• Lawrence, and R.. Oppenheimer have been 
co ittee appointed by yo~ ~ turn for d-

Th undersigned believe that along with the other projects, 
i otope eparation by diffusion and by ch ical mean will continue to 
play an important role in the future develop ent. H. C. Urey of Columbia 
OniveraitT 1 eminently qualified to represent this field not only on 
account or his pion erin work in it, but also on account of the role 
which he played in furthering the wartime development represented b.Y 
the \U'& 1Wil projects. 

In view of the role which Dr. Urey has played 1n this develo·p
ment in t p st nd t import ce of the project of Which he aa 
director, the undersign d ar concerned about the fact that his n· e 
does not appear on tbe Panel. As a patriotic nd upright c1 tizen h 
has the fullest confidence of the undersigned. 

Re pectfully, 

/a/ 

Milton Burton o. Stern 

A. o. Allen J. c. Stearns 

Eugene P. Wigner Walter Bartky 

Rames I. Watters Frank Foote 

Winston M. Manning Kenneth S. Cole 

Gale Young Leo Szilard 

James Franck William Rubinson 

W. H. Zachariasen Eugene Rabinowitch 

A. J. Dempster 

William P. Jesse 

R. S. Mulliken 
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Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be submitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It may very well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be based 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency, many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atomic bombs 
against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only within the frame
work of a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
States arter this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 
served by considering arguments of expediency in a short peti.tion. 

However small the chance might be that our petition may influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance if a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Germans share 
the guilt for the acts which Germany committed during this war because 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and libertyo l~e are in a position to raise our voices 
vdthout incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some of those who are at present in charge of controlling the ~ork on 
11 atomic power". 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on 11 atomic power" represent a sample of the popula
tion a.11d they alone are in a position to fonn an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

ftnyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 

~(< \_~ 

= 
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Ve, the Wldenil:lled, agree in essenee with the aU ch d -oeUU<m, but 
feel t t our attitude ie aore clearl7 expre aed tf ita last D&ra«r&ph 11 re
placed. b)- the followinc: 

Ve respecttull7 petition that the u.e of atomic bomba, 
particularly agatnet eltles, b •anct1oned b7 7om a1 
Chief xecut1ve only under the follovln& eondlttona: 

1. Opportun1 t7 hal b en ~ ven to the Japaneae to eur
render on terms aasurln« the the p~aelbilit7 or ne ee
tu.l development in their ho eland. 

2. Convinclnc vprnin«a haTe b en given that a refuaal 
to eurrender will be followed b7 the uee of a new 
weapon. 

3· Re poneibilit7 tor use of atoalc bomb• ie • red 
v1 th our all1ee. 

.-nt rontain.-:; mformhti m affect.lr~J:' t 
.. Unitel1 <:;f4te~ v. 

nt nus m WlY n 

£'~~ 
2~? ~-JA rJ vn.~-"1'· 
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July 3, 

A PETI'l'ION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Discoveries of which the people ot the United States are not 
aware may affect the welfare of this nation in the near future. The 
liberation of atomic power vmich has been achieved places atomic bombs 
in the hands of the rmy. It places in your hands, as Corrunander-in-Chiei', 
the f ateful decision whether or not to sanction the use of such bombs in 
the present phase of the war against Japan. 

· e, the undersigned scientists, have been working in the f ield 
of atomic power for a number of years. Until recently we have had to 
reckon vdth the possibility that the United States might be attacked by 
atomic bombs during this war and that her only def ense might l ie in a 
counterattack by the same meanse Today with this danger averted we feel 
impelled to say what follows: 

The war has to be brought speedily to a successful conclusion 
and the destruction of Japanese cities by means of atomic bombs may very 
well be an effective method of warfare. ve feel, however, that such an 
attack on Japan could not be justified in the present circumstances. We 
believe that the United States ought not to resort to the use of atomic 
bombs in the present phase of the war, at least not unless the terms 
which will be imposed upon Japan after the war are publicly announced 
and subsequently Japan is given an opportunity to surrender. 

If such public announcement gave assurance to the Japanese that 
they could look forward to a life devoted to peaceful pursuits in their 
homeland and if Japan still refused to surrender, our nation would then 
be faced vdth a situation which might require a re-examination of her 
position with respect to the use of atomic bombs in the war. 

Atomic bombs are primarily a means f or the ruthless annihila
tion of cities. Once they were introduced as an instrument of war it 
would be difficult to resist for long the temptation of putting them 
to such use. 

The last few years show a marked tendency toward increasing 
ruthlessness. At present our Air Forces, striking at the Japanese cities, 
are using the same methods of warfare which were condemned by American 
public opinion only a few years ago when applied by the Germans to the 
cities -of England. Our use of atomic bombs in this war would carry the 
world a long way further on this path of ruthlessness. 

Atomic power will provide the nations with new means of destruc
tion. The atomic bombs at our disposal represent only the first step in 
this direction and there is almost no limit to the destructive power which 
~~11 become available in the course of this development. Thus a nation 
which sets the precedent of using these newly liberated forces of nature 
for purposes of destruction may have to bear the responsibility of opening 
the door to an era of devastation on an unimaginable scale~ 

In view of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respectfully 
petition that you exercise your power as Commander-in-Chief to rule that 
the United States shall not, in the present phase of the war, resort to 
the use of atomic bombs. 

' I 

~" ~ ransn~iti~1on 

in)' any manner to an 
law 



Jul.y 4, 1945 

Dear 

Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be aubdtt d to 
th Preaident of the United tatea. Aa you w1ll s , this petition 1a 
b ed on purely moral col18iderations. 

It may very ell be that the deci ion of the Pre ident whether 
or not to uae t.om1c bomba in the war againet. Japan w1l.l. largely be baaed 
on conaid rations of exp diency . On the baeis ot upedienc;v 1 ~ argu• 
menta could be put forward both tor and agai.nat our uae of tanic bcmba 
againat Japan. Such arg\Dent could be considered only within the frame• 
work of a thorough a,nal,yeis of the situation Which will face the United 
Statea after this war and it waa felt that no uaetul purpose would . be 
aei'\'Gd by considering ar ante of expediency 1n a ahort petition. 

Howe~ r small the chance might be thati our petition 1ntluence 
the coUI'II ot eftllta, I personal.ly feel that 1t would be a matter of !m
port.ance if a large mJDb&r ot aoientiet.a who have WOJ"ked in thia field 
went clearly and waiatakabl¥ on record aa to their oppoaition on moral 
grounds to the use of theee banbe 1ft the present phaee of th war. 

any of ua are inclined to aay that individual German. allan 
th gullt for the acta which Germany caamittecl during this war becauee 
they did not raise their voices in proteat against those acta. Their de
fenae that their protest would have been of no aftil haJodl.y aeema aooept.
able even though theee C'.ermans could no\ ha proteeted without nmn1ng 
r1ake to lite and liberty. We are 1n a poaiUon to ralae our voicee 
without incurring 8ll3 euch riaka even thouah might incur the diapleaaure 
of scm of those who are at. present 1n charge ot controll.ing the work on 
u atcxBic power" . 

Th tact that the people ot the United Stat 1!1 are una-.n ot the 
choice lfbich faces ue increues our responsibility in this matter since 

. t.hoae who have worked on •atomic power" repreRDt a sample ot the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to fom an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to hav an opportunity to do ao and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
it you could give every 'ber ot your group an opportunity tor signing. 
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July 4, 1945 

Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be subnitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It ~ very well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be based 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency, many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atanic banbs 
against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only within the frame
work ot a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
States after this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 
served by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition ma.y influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance if' a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
grounds to the use of' these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Gennans share 
the · guilt tor the acts which Gennany committed during this war because 
they did not raise their voices in protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to life and liberty. We are in a positiOn to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of' some of those who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 
11 atomic power11 • 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on "atanic power" represent a sample of the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to for.m an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 
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July 4, 1945 

Dear 

Inclosed is the text of a petition which will be submitted to 
the President of the United States. As you will see, this petition is 
based on purely moral considerations. 

It ~ ver.y well be that the decision of the President whether 
or not to use atomic bombs in the war against Japan will largely be baaed 
on considerations of expediency. On the basis of expediency 1 many argu
ments could be put forward both for and against our use of atomic bombs 
against Japan. Such arguments could be considered only within the frame
work of a thorough analysis of the situation which will face the United 
Statea after this war and it was felt that no useful purpose would be 
served by considering arguments of expediency in a short petition. 

However small the chance might be that our petition mq influence 
the course of events, I personally feel that it would be a matter of im
portance it a large number of scientists who have worked in this field 
went clearly and unmistakably on record as to their opposition on moral 
gropnds to the use of these bombs in the present phase of the war. 

Many of us are inclined to say that individual Germans share 
the guilt for the acts which Germany committed during this war because 
they did not raise their voices 1d protest against those acts. Their de
fense that their protest would have been of no avail hardly seems accept
able even though these Germans could not have protested without running 
risks to lite and liberty. e are in a position to raise our voices 
without incurring any such risks even though we might incur the displeasure 
of some of those who are at present in charge of controlling the work on 
"atomic power". 

The fact that the people of the United States are unaware of the 
choice Which faces us increases our responsibility in this matter since 
those who have worked on "atanic power" represent a sample of the popula
tion and they alone are in a position to fonn an opinion and declare 
their stand. 

Anyone who might wish to go on record by signing the petition 
ought to have an opportunity to do so and, therefore, it would be appreciated 
if you could give every member of your group an opportunity for signing. 
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July 17, 1945 

A PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIT~D STATES 

Discoveries of which the people of the United States are not aware may 
affect the welfare of this nation in the near future _ The liberation of atomic 
power which has been achieved place.s atomic bombs in the hands of the Anny. It 
places in your hands, as Commander-in- Chief, the fateful decision whether or not 
to sanction the use of such bombs in the present phase of the war against Japan. 

We, the undersigned scientists, have been working in the field of 
atomic power , Until recently we have had to fear that the United States might 
be attacked by atomic bombs during this war and that her only defense might lie 
in a counterattack by the same means o Today, with the defeat of Germany, this 
danger is averted and we feel impelled to say what follows: 

The war has to be brought speedily to a successful corlclusion and 
attacks by atomic bombs may very well be an effective method of Warfare. We 
feel, however, that such attacks on Japan could not be justified, at least not 
unless the · terms which will be imposed after the war on Japan were made public 
in detail and Japan were given an opportunity to surrender o 

If such public announcement gave assurance to the Japanese that they 
could look forward to a life devoted to peaceful pursuits in their homeland and 
if Japan still refused to surrender our nation might then, in certain circum
stances, find itself forced to -resort to the use of atomic bombs o Such a step, 
however , ought not to be made at any time without seriously considering the moral 
responsibilities which are involved-

The development of atomic power will provide the nations with new means 
of destruction " The atomic bombs at our disposal represent only the first step 
in this direction and t here is almost no limit to the destructive power which 
will become available in the course of their future developnent . Thus a nation 
which sets the precedent of using these newly liberated forces of nature for 
purposes of destruction may have to bear the responsibility of opening -the door 
to an era of devastation on an unimaginable scale o 

If after this war a situation is allowed to develop in the world which 
permits rival powers to be in uncontrolled possession of these new means of 
destruction, the cities of the United States as well as the cities of other 
nations will be in continuous danger of sudden annihilation. All the resources 
of the United States, moral and material, may have to be mobilized to prevent 
the advent of such a world situation. Its prevention is at present the solemn 
responsibility of the Uni~ed States- ~singled out by virtue of her lead in the 
field of atomic power o 

The added material strength which this lead gives to the United States 
brings with it the obligation of restraint and if we were to violate this 
obligation ·our moral position would be weakened in the eyes of the world and 
in our own·- eyes o It would then be more difficult for us to live Up to -our 
responsibility of bringing the unloosened forces of destruction under control. 

In view of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respectfully petition; 
first, that you exercise your power as Commander-in-Chief, to rule that the 
United States shall not resort to the use of atomic bombs in this war unless 
the ' tenns which will be imposed upon Japan have been made public -in detail and 
Japan knowing these terms has refused to surrender; second, that in such an 
event the question whether or not to use atomic bombs be decided by you in the 
light of the considerations presented in this petition as well as all the other 
moral responsibilities which are involved" 

...... . 



July 17, 1945 

A PETITION TO THE PRE..SIDENT OF THE UNI'U D STATES 

Discoveries of which the people of the United States are not aware may 
affect the welfare of this nation in the near future _ The liberation of atomic 
power which has been achieved places atomic bombs in the hands of the Army . It 
places in your hands, as Commander-in~-Chief ~ the fateful decision whether or not 
to sanction the use of such bombs in the present phase of the war against Japan. 

We y the undersigned scientists, have been working in ~he field of 
atomic power ,. Until recently we have had to fear that the United States might 
be attacked by atomic bombs during this war and that her only defense might lie 
in a counterattack by the same means o Today, with the defeat of Germany, this 
danger is averted and we feel impelled to say what follows: 

The war has to be brought speedily to a successful conclusion and 
attacks by atomic bombs may very well be an effective method of warfare . We 
feel 7 however; that such attacks on Japan could not be justified~ at least not 
unless the terms which will be impc·sed after the war on Japan were made public 
in detail and Japan were given an opportunity to surrender , 

If such public announcement gave assurance to the Japanese that they 
could look forward to a life devoted to peaceful pursuits in their homeland and 
if Japan still refus~d t o surrender our nation might then, in certain circum
stances, find itself forced to resort to the use of atomic bombs o Such a step, 
however , ought not to be made at any time without seriously considering the moral 
responsibilities which are involved" 

The development of atomic power will provide the nations with new means 
of destruction _ The atomic bombs at our disposal represent only the first step 
in this direction and t here is almost no limit to the destructive power which 
will become available in the course of their future development ,. Thus a nation 
which sets the precedent of using these newly liberated forces of nature for 
purposes of destruction may have to bear the responsibility of opening the door 
to an era of devastation on an unimaginable scale o 

If after this war a situation is allowed to develop in the world which 
permits rival powers to be in uncontrolled possession of these new means of 
destruction, the cities of the United States as well as the cities of other 
nations will be in continuous danger of sudden annihilation . All the resources 
of the United States, moral and material, may have to be mobilized to prevent 
the advent ' of such a world situation" Its prevention is at present the solemn 
responsibility of the United States~ "'singled out by virtue of her lead in the 
field of atomic power , 

The added material strength which this lead gives to the United States 
brings with it the obligation of restraint and if we were to violate this 
obligation our moral position would be weakened in the eyes of the world and 
in our own· eyes , It would then be more difficult for us to live Up to our 
responsibility of bringing the unloosened forces of destruction under control. 

In view of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respectfully petition; 
first~ that you exercise your power as Commander-in-Chief, to rule that the 
United States shall not resort to the use of atomic bombs in this war unless 
the terms which will be imposed upon Japan have been made public in detail and 
Japan knowing these terms has refused to surrender; second, that in such an 
event the question whether or not to use atomic bombs be decided by you in the 
light of the considerations presented in this petition as well as all the other 
moral responsibilities which are involved , 
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August 11, 1945 METALLU"GICAL LABORATORY 

Capt. J. H. McKinleT 
Area Engineer's Office 
Metallurgical Laboratory 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

P. 0. Box 5207, Ch1cago 30, 111. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

AUG 18 1945 
A.M. f'. M. 
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I am i ou that the petition dated July 17, 
1945 will no long e trea d classified document. If you see 
anything in the te oft ' tit n that represents a military 
secret, I should be ple e to be o otified by you in writing prior 
to August 13, 5&30 p.m. , so a yo opinion might be given con-
sideration before the tex o h pet ~-n s communicated to persons 
not connected with our proj t 

Inasmuch as I have re e e ~ o fied of any objectionl 
which might stand in the way of t e re of text of the petition 
on Monday, August 6, and have received no writ e notification on this 
subject, I shall consider myself free after 5 ugust 13, to 
use my own judgement (based on the judgement f aguee with whom 
I consult on this matter) to release at any, · he text of the petition 
tobether with the statement that 67 scienti s engaged in war work at 
the University of Chicago have sent such a petition to the President in 

July of this year. I shall not consider ~self free to release the n~es 
of those who signed the petition, 

If you or your superio~should be of the opinion that as a 
matter of courtesy the White House ought to be notified before the text 
of the petition is released to the press, I shall be pleased to clear 
the matter with the White House myself. 

The present letter does not necessarily mean that the text 
of the petition will, in fact, be released but it does mean that I 
wish to have a free hand to release if and when such a release appears 
to be advisable any time after 5:30 p.m., August 13. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Leo Szilard 

LS:SW 
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Capt. J . H. JlcKinleJ' 
Area Engineer's Office 
Metallurgical Laboratory 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

August 11, 1945 

I am I ou that the petition dated July 17, 
1945 will no long classified document. If you 888 
anything in the te ti~·o tl~t represents a military 
secret, I should be ple e to b so notified by you in K.riting prior 
to August 13, 5:30 p.m. so yo opinion might be given con-
sideration before the tex o pet~is communicated to persona 
not connected with o~r proj 

Inasmuch as I have re e e ~ b no fied of any objectio~ 
which might. stand in the way of t e re of t e texli of the petition 
on Monday, August 6, and have received no wri e not.ification on thia 
subject , I shall consider myself tree after 5 ugust 13, to 
use my own judgement (based on the judgement f agues with whom 
I consult on this matter) to release at an~ t the text of the petition 
to~ether with the statement that 67 scienti s engaged in war work at 
the University of Chicago have sent such a petition to the President in 
July of this year. I shall not consider myself free to release the names 
of those who signed the petitiOn. 

If you or your superio~should be ot the opinion that as a 
matter of courtesy the ~ite House ought to be notified before the text 
of the petition is released to the press, I shall be pleased to olear 
the matter with the White House myself . 

The present letter does not necessarily mean that the text 
of the petition will, in fact, be released but it does mean that I 
wish to have a free hand to release if and hen suoh a release appears 
to be advisable any time after 5:30 p .m. , August 13 . 

Very truly yours, 

~ . 
Leo Szilard 

LS:SW 



August 13, 1945 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

We, the undersigned scientists engaged in war research at Chicago, 

believe that further bombings of the civilian population of Japan 

would be a flagrant violation of our own moral standards. Our 
I 

nation went _clearly and unmistamahly on record against 
lk.. ... . 

of aft:lie.~s at the time when the Germans bombed the cities of 
~ ~"'_./,• ~ 

England, · waa universally condemned at tb&b 

..... by American public opinion. For sane time now, our Air Forces 

have waged a similar type of war!Sfe against the cities of Japan, 

but not until the use of atomic b~bs did the people of this nation 

fully realize this to be the pres~t policy of our Air Forces. If 

now, after Japan has expressed in principle her willingness to sur-

render, we continued to wage war on her civilian population, we 

would irreparably damage our moral position in our own eyes if not 

the eyes of the world. 

c. 

, 



Allg\aSt 15, 1945 

have won victory over Japan earlier than expected, b~ we 

haVe won victory at a terrible cost . Long before Hiroshima, our 

Air Forces were attacking Japanese cities to annihilate th , and 

were burning to death uncounted numbers or their inhabitants . 

Our nation went clearly and unmistakably on r c ord against this 

kind of wart re when the Germans bombed the cities of England 

and their action was universally condemned by 

opinion. 

rican pu.blic 

Clearly, we have rlolated our own moral principles ancl our 

action at Hiroshima and Nagasaki greatly weakens our moral poai-

tion in our own eyes if not in the eyes of the world. 

It 1s our understanding that the Friend ' s Service Camdttee 

is prepared to reave contributions tor relie.t' in Japan and is 

willing to attempt to reach the survivors of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. 





The Editor of Science 

leo Szilard 

Dear Sir: 

August lS, 1945 

Quadrangle Club 
1155 Eut 57 Street 
Chicago, Ill.inois 

Enclosed is a letter to the Editor which you might be 1dlllng 
to publish in ScienCe. This document is not yet tree for publication, 
but it might be released on or about August 25, and I would adviae yoa~ 
by sending you a wire on that date if there is no objection on the part 
of the White House which has been advised of the intended publication. 

In the meantime 1 I would appreciate it it you would wire me 
advising me whether or not you intend to accept the enclosed "letter" 
tor publication. Would you also be good enough to advise at the same 

time if it is possible tor you to let us have reprints of the letter 
it it is published? 

Very truly" yours, 

Leo Szilard 

Enc. 



The Quadrangle Club 
1155 East 57 street 
Chicago, Il11noi8 
August 24, 1945 

The Edit or of Science 

Dear Sir: 

One daj after the first atomic bomb was detonated in New Yexico, 
the following petition was circulated among scientists working in this 
field at the University of Chicago: 

"July 17, 1945. A Petition to the President of the United States/1 

/(Discoveries of which the people of the United States are not aware may at
feet the welfare of this nation in the near future. The liberation of atomic 
power which has been achieved places atomic bombs in the hands of the ~. 
It places in your hands 1 as Commander-in-Chief, the fateful decision whether 
or not to sanction the usa of such bombs in the present phase of the war 
against Japan. 

"We 1 the undersigned scientists 1 have been working in the field o! 
atomic power. Until recently we have had to tear that the United States 
might be attacked by atomic bombs during this war and that her only defense 
might lie in a counterattack by the same means. Today, with the defeat of 
Gel'nlal\Y 1 this danger is averted and we feel impelled to say what follows: 

"The war has to be brou.ght speedil.y to a successful conclwsion and 
attacks by atomic bombs may very well be an effective method of warfare. e 
feel, however, that such attacks on Japan could not be justified, at least 
not unless the terms which will be imposed after the war. on Japan were made 
public in detail and Japan were given an opportunity to surrender. 

"If such public announcement gave assurance to the Japanese that 
they could look forward to a lite devoted to peaceful pursuits in their home
land and if Japan still refused to surrender our nation might then, in cer
tain circumstances, find itself forced to resort to the we of atomic bombs. 
Such a step, however, ought not to be made at any tine without seriously 
considering the moral responsibilities which are involved. 

"'lhe development or atomic power will provide the nations with 
new means of destruction. The atomic bombs at our disposal :represent only 
the first step in this direction and there is almost no limit to the destruc
tive power which wil.l .become available in the course of their future develop
ment. Thus a nation which sets the precedent of using these newly liberated 
forces of nature for purposes ot destruction may have to bear the reaponai
bllity of opening the door to an era of devastation on an unimaginable scale. 



The Editor ot Sciense August 24, 1945 

"If after this war a situation is allowed to develop in the world 

which permits rival powers to be in uncontrolled possession or these new 

means or destruction, the cities of the United States as well as the cities 

of other nations will -be in continuous danger of sudden annihilation. All 

the resources of the United States, moral and material, may have to be 

mobilized to prevent the advent of such a world situation. Its prevention 

is at present the solemn responsibility of the United States - singled out 

by virtue of her lead in the field of atomic power. 

11The added material strength which this lead gives to the United 

States brings with it the obligation of restraint and i£ we 'Were to violate 

this obligation our noral position would be weakened in the eyes of the 

world and in our own eyeso It would then be more difficult tor us to live 

up to our responsibility of bringing the unloosened forces of destruction 

under control. 

"ln view of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respecttul.ly 

petitionJ first 1 that you exercise your power M Commander-in-chief, to 

rule that the United States shall not resort to the use or atomic bombs in 

this war unless the terms ~..ich will be imposed upon Japan have been made 

public · in detail and Japan, knowing these terms, has refused to surrenderJ 

second, that in such an event the question whether or not to use atomic 

bombs be decided by you in the light or the considerations presented in this 

petition as well as all the other moral responsibilities which are involved." 

This petition was signed by sixty-seven scientists and sent to the 

President via the War Department on July 24, 1945. Security regulations do 

not permit disclosing the names of those who signed it. Sone of them are 

permanently associated vdth the University of Chicago while others 1 coming 

from all parts of the United States, are at Chicago on a temporary buis 

only. It was felt that your readers might be interested in knowing some

thing about the attitude of at least a substantial minori~y of scientists 

engaged at present in this work at one of the atomic power projects. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 



August 25, 1945 

Editors of Science 
· 1215 Fifth Avenue 
New York 29, New York 

RE MY LE'rl'ER OF AUGUST 1S. SORRY UNABLE TO RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION 

TEXT OF PETITION TO PRESIDENT. KINDLY ADVISE WHETHER YOU WOULD CARE 

TO PUBLISH IF AND WHEN RELEASE BECOMES POSSIBLE. 

LEO SZILARD 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, nllnois 



Editors of Science 
1215 Fifth Avenne 
New York 29 , New York 

I 

RE k~ LETTER OF AUGUST 18. SORRY UNABLE mo RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION 

TEXT OF PETITION TO PRESIDENT . KINDLY ADVISE irHETHER YOU \'lOULD CARE 

TO PUBLISH IF AND v.lJ-IEN RELEASE BEC01:ES POSSIBLE. W rv-t. 4 r~<T~ • 

LEO SZILARD 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago - lll!l:iiSh 



Jssomiated Press in lhicago 

International Hews Service 
3 26 West r:adison st 

Chicar,o !Ierald -American 
326 .lest I adison st 

UnitedJ.Nss 
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400 'lest r:adis on st 
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Chica~~ily Times 

Time :r..:agazine _L:.; 
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'f ewsweek Lla .,azine 
c/o John, I'irt, lihicago 
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1.',aldemar Kaemffert 
New York Times 

.LJaily news 
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South Bridge Ave • 
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Auf--ust 13 , 1945 

""L I reE<d the n wspaper accounts of the atomic bomb I 
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~ bad never f.fi 

'nse; 





., 
; I 



Editore of Science 
1216 Fifth Xvenue 
New York, New York 

Gentlemena 

1166 East 57th Street 
Chicago S7• Illinois 

Auguat 27, 19'6 

I am writing to confirm the following telegram which I sent you 

on August 26, 1946 1 

RE MY lETTER OF AUGUST 18. SORRY UNABlE TO RELEASE 
FOR PUBUOATION TEXT OF PETITION TO PRESIDENT. KINDLY 
ADVISE WHETHER YOU WOULD CARE TO PUBUSH IF AND WHEN 
RELEASE BECOMES POSSIBlE. 

You see from this that you are not free to publish the text ot 

the petition whioh I sent you, but that I would be intereeted in 

learning whether or not you would care to publish the petition if 

and when I will be tree to release it. 

If you Wish to confirm my identity, you might write to Jlr. c. 

B. Opan, Otfice of Preas Relations, University of Chioago. I wish 

to emphasize, however, that in cOJmm.tn1cat1ng with you, I am not 

acting for the University of Chicago, but entirely in printe 

capacity. 

" 

Very truly yours, 

~..t;__. 
U,o Szilard 



i'lf:.."J. DEFrilT: '.I:NT 
U .S . ENGIIu:::::R OFFICE 
Manhattan D:strict 

Chicago Branch o;f ice 
Intelligence and s .. cur i ty Division 

P . O. Bux 6770 - A 
CJ.i c ego 80 , I) linois 

'ID : Dr. Leo 811J arcl1 MetellursJ cal !:co~ •ot, 1Jn1 Yarat.~ ot Chi oago1 Qhp 1 Ill , 

RE: :R:ZCEIPT OF MATERIAL 

Originol to be signed rersonally by the r ecipient and returned to 
the sender . 

Dupl.it;ata to oe retained by the recipient. 
Tripli cate retained b:r sender for suspense file . 

I have personall~r received frC)m (sender ) Capt . J . s . Vnrr'f 
(sender' s addr ess) ___ _Aa .Above , tbe matE:rial as identifiE;~ below . 
I ass ume full responsil>ility for the safe handling , storap-e , and transmittal 
elsenhere of this materiBl in accorda:1ce \!i th existinf. rer:ulati ons . The 
IMter ial , including inclosures and attachn.ents is identified as follows . (I·· 
.identifying materiAl avoiJ any reforence which mie;ht cause the receipt form 
to become CLASSIFIED) : 

Letter _ _x_ Dl'ev,ling _ _ 
Report Otl· er 

-- (i-ndicate ) 

Nlll.' ber end Tic t tl2 e* of 
copies 

SO_LCC~ 
FC TC 
Ot her 

( i-r_w:_:l_b_e_r_a n- d--lJa t L:ie) 

NGmber of inclosures and 
attachner.ts --- --

+ .....,..:. --... - - ·- ·---- ·- ·~· 
:0.~, ~ 1 

D-:.?e~t or 1 F:rom 
Let1 .. el' oi' I 
T:·ar.sni ttal 

1 rt J.ug. • 4, i lurray 

f 

~ 

Addr essed 
To 

; SsUard 

I 

D<::te 
Mailed 

.. ------
'*so:--sirncd original ; CC : c n'l.,on copy ; PC : photos tt= t copy ; TC : t~rped copy . 

( Sicnature) ------------------------
__________ ( D::te) 

Postal Rer:istry nunber 

PlEhSE SlG)J AI'ID RLTIJRN ORIGIN.i-.L BECEIFT H1:EDIATELY 



1.li .. J. ncr ;a'E.-.srJT 
U .S . lliJC,EE:.R O.fi'TICE 

I.ianha t tan D.:. strict 
Chicago Branch O.fice 

Intelligence a!ld s .. curi ty Division 
F. O. B~x 6770-A 

C>icego 60, I) linois 

'ID : Dr . Leo Szilard , P . 0 . Box 5207 , Chj.ca~o , TJJincis 

RE: ~CEIFT OF HA ~.A.L 

Original to be signed personally b~' the recipient and retarned to 
the sender. 

Dupl:i.:a t..; to 'oe r Et ained bv thE: rec ipi ent . 
Triplicat e rete1 ined by sender for suspense fi le . 

I have 1:e r sonall·.' received irom. ( sender) Ca pt. J. S . lurray 
{sender's a dd ress) __ . __ ~f!_ Abo~e-·--' t he JrtatE:rial as i dentifie d below . 
I asslli:1e f ull responsirili_t~' fo::: the scfe tandli nf.! , storave, and trai1smittal 
elser:here of th i s met e ri0l i n ?.Ccor da::.ce l! i th existinf' rer ula tions. TI:e 
material, i:lCludinf inclo sures end attr-. cl'J~ent:o is ident ifi ed as foll o·ws. (I ·· 
identifying materiAl avoiu a~1y refure21ce v:hi ch. Hight cause th.e receipt form 
to become ClASSIFIED): 

---- ~~~~-~!P~~0~ndi~ete) ·- f-:.!~t-~~~T .. ~FTom ..... --~· J..ddressed 

· LeL~8ll of i · To 
_____________ ...,:~'1'-.._ __ ···.a __ n_s_n_i_t_td ~--·----t------

letter X Di'·cv.Jing 
Report__ Otl:er 

copies 

so~cc~ 
:rc TC 

{ .:;,Dcicate) 

l'Jcmber of i 21clos ures and 
at ta ch1.1er: t s -----

1 28 Aug ' 45 I Murray I SzHard 

I 
I 

Dc.te 
1viailed 

28 Aug. ' 45 

'*s:5·!-sir.ne:d ori[;inal; CC : cr,rlon co p~r ; FC: photo~; t~ t c•,)JlY ; TC: t~·red cary. 

---------------------------(Si crw tu:-e) 

_________ (D£te ) 
Postal Rcdstry Hu11.ber 

Pl.Et-.SE SIGN A:!'ID R:;TUTIN ORIGINi,l RECEIFT Ii ~:EDIATELY 



.1111 DEF ;.J'TI ·.ENT 
U.S. ENCIN2::R OFFICE 
1\Ianhattan D.:.strict 

Chicago Branch O~fice 
Intelli gence and s .. curi ty Division 

F. O. B-'X 6770-.A 
c; -icago 80 , r:: linois 

'ID: Dr. Leo Sailardt P, 0• Box 52071 QW,caco, IlJipoia 

RE: RZCEIPT OF UA TERI.AL 

Original to be signed personally b;~' the recipient a:1d 1·eturned to 
the sender. 

Dupl~. cat,, to i.Je r etatned b~r the recipient. 
Triplicate retoined by sender for suspense file. 

I heve Dersonall ~' re1ce~ved i'rof:1 (sender) Capt. J • s. Murray :-----
(sender's address) __ ____ • boTe _ ___ , tl,e matE;rial as identified below . 
I assume full resp'Jnsi'bility fo:r· tl:.e safe handlin<;, storave , and tra11smittal 
elser:here CJf this material in P.Gcorda:.ce 1dth existine: rer ulations. The 
material, L'1cluding inc1ocures and attachr-lents is identified as :t'ollovJs. (I·· 
:identifying material av-Qiu a11y reference ·F~hie.h. rrtight cause trill receipt form 
to become CLASSIFIED): 

letter X D:'£::'-'l inr, __ _ 
Report OtLer 

-- (indicate) 

:Nur.~ 1) E:. r and ITc tt.c. e* of 
copi es 

SO~CC_.x_ 
TC TC 
Other 

(i,J;_;mber and -lJa t ure) 

attachner.ts 

Postal .:i.cr:i stry l'Tunber 

I 
I 

D2te 
Mailed 

(Sicnature) --------------------------
( D~:te) ------

PLE;.SE SlG~~ .A-:'ID R::;TURN ORIGP.Ji-.1 RECEIF.T D.~:EDIATELY 



l:>r. R. Jl. Butchina. 

Chancellor. 

UniTaraity ot Chioage. 

Dear Dr. Hutchinll 

In July ot this year, a petition waa aent to the President 

which wu signed by 6'1 scientist• employed by the University of Chioage. After 

the uae ot the atomic bom • I advised the Manhattan Diatriot that the petition 

would no 1 ger be treated aa "Secretn and obtained the approval of the an

hattan Diatriot tor this deoiaion. I am now asked b,y the Manhattan Distri~ 

to reclasaity the teEt ot this petition aa "Secret." 

In a letter dated Au~t 28, 1945, ot which I encloae a ocpy, 

the hattan District aaaerta that I would be violating ~ employment agreement 

with the University of Chioage if I diaoloaed the text of the petiti 

The Manhattan Diatriot•a definition ot "Secret" inoludea "informa

tion that might be injurious to the prestige ot any gov rnmental activity," which 

i•• ot oourao, very differ nt tram the definition adopted by Congreaa in paaain 

the Eapionage Aot. 

A aeparat telephonu call received last Satur~ from the anhattan 

Diatrict actrtaed me that I might be violating 'tfl¥ employment contract with the 

University it I were to publish any article or release anything to the pre11 

relating to the probl_, ariaing out of the developmmt of the atomic bomb, without 

firat obtaining the approval of the Manhattan District. 
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The unauthorised disclosure of t!I1J.7 scientific or technical 

information which is in tact secret is • of oourae, covered by the Espionage 

Aot. 

It s happans that I personally have been persiatently oppo1ed 

nen to the authorised rele e of uch inf'ormation at the present time and 

w rned again8t the publication of the Smyth Report ae inoonai1tent with 

the att1 tude talc on other related issue by th Government. 

It so happens that I person lly believe that we should all fully 

cooperate with the Government at presen'b aince it is pr s't.lnably striving 

gotiate some international Arrangement ai.llled at th oontrol of the utaoture 

of atomic bomb•• '!'his cooperation on our part might require restraint in th 

public utterano" of the soientista 'Who have be n connected with this dewlop.. 

mazxt. Suoh restraint. however • must be volunt&z7 and cannot be suocesstully' 

achieved by coercicm. 

Oo roion in this respect ought. in my opinion, to be resisted 

by the soierrbistll and I, tor one, am not willing to subni t to it. 

Thare 'WU tlo intention or releasing for publication '\>lw text ot 

the petition without checking first with "tho White House, and I have in fact 

been in oonmunication w1 th the Wbi te House on th1.s aubjeot. Apart from a pos

aible release ot the text of th p ti tion. I have not contemplated sending 8J31' 

articlea to magazines or making SJJY r leases to the pre••• 

When I signed J:tJ;y employment oontraot 'With the University I waa not 

a: of tl'"e poaaibility ~hat thia contract might be int.erpreted along the lines 

now indicated to me by the Manhattan llistrlot. The purpoae of this letter is 

to raiae the questiaa. whether the University intends to take the posltiaa. that 

contract plies the r striotion of riJ:T freedom of aotion whioh the )(anhattaD 

District think• it doH• 
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Does the Hniversity intend to take the position that IJ'violate~ 
the contract with the University if I made the text of the petition public, 

assuming that the text contains no disclosure of secret scientific or 

technical information or anything which, according to the definition of 

our laws, is in fact a military secret, and taking into consideration 

that the Manhattan District now chooses to consider the text of the pet1-

tion as "secret"? 

If I wrote articles or made press releases without previous ap-

proval of the Manhattan Distt;ict, would the University wish to take the 

position that ~ action would violate my employment contract, assuming 

that those articles did not contain any technical, scientific or military 

information which is in fact secret but were considered, · on other grounds, 

undesirable or "secret" by the Manhattan District? 

I regret to have to raise this issue and take your time and 

attention, but I hope that you will consider this special case as part 

of the broader issue which is involved. 

Verysincerely yours, 

~ ' 



'fJHIJE lFJELLOW§HJI]p OJF RJECONCJILJIATJION 
Executive Committee 

PHILLIPS P. ELLIOTT., • • , ••••• •• ••• • Chairman 

KrRBY PACE , •••• , • ••.••••• •• Y ice-C!tairman 

Mns. IIENnY II I LL PtEr.C:E ••••• . Yice·Chairman 

Doucu.s V. STEEnE ••• •• •• ••• • • Yicc-Chairman 
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CLAUD D. NELSON 

SDELDO~ RADN 
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Dr. H. H. Goldsmith 

A Fellowship that refuses to participate in any war and &ecks to demonstrate that love i.s 

the ~Oective force for Ol:ercoming evil and transforming society into a creative fellowship. 

2929 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 25, NEW YORK 

Telephone: UNiversity 4·2670 

National Secretarial StaH 
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JonN M. SwOMLEY, ]R •.. . • . ••• .• • . •••• . Associate 
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MARC.4.RET A NN OsBORN • •••• •••• • ••• • Forerunners 

Editor, B·.llletin of the Atomic Scientists 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Dr. Goldsmith: 

Regional Secretaries 
CONSTANCE RoMnoucn • •• • •••• ••• ••••• • • South 

1804 Grand Avenue 
Nashville 4, Tennessee 

EMERSON S. ScuwE:sK • ••. •• •••• ••• • • Midwest 
740 Ruoh Street 

Chicago II, Illinois 

Mns. MARY FAaQUJu.nsON •••• •• ••• • Northwe&t 
4033 University Way 

Seattle 5, Washington 

CALEB FooTt: •••••••••••• • Northern California 
2151 Vine Street 

Berkeley 7, California 

Ctt:NN E. s~.ULEY • • ••••••••• ••• 0 • • • Southwest 
3302 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles 7, California 

MARGARET StEWART •••••••• • Rocky Mountains 
410 Enst Thirteenth Avenue 

Denver 3, Colorado 

GEORGE M. HousER •••• •••••• • Action Projectl 
7100 Kinsman Rond 

Cleveland 4, Ohio 

June 4, 1946 

JBR 7 

Some weeks ago I corresponded with someone at your office about the peti
tion to President Truman signed by sixty-four scientists associated with the metal
lurgical project sometime during the summer of 1945. The petition is referred to 
in the story prefacing the report of Professor Franck's committee in the May 1 issue 
of your bulletin. 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter I recently received from Major 
General F. L. }arks. General Parks evidently now puts it up to the signers to 
make the statement public and seems to infer that there is no opnosition to that 
on the ~art of the War Department. 

I still think that the document ought to be puolic property and I do 
hope that some step in that direction will be taken promptly. 

iHth good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

A. J . Muste 
AJM:EPC 
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~ FETETION TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF CLINTON LABORATORIES 

This paper has been drawn up in view of a recent 
petition addressed to Pres. Truman by L. Szilard, a noted 
phQsicist working on the Metallurgical Project. This pe
tition requested the President to forego the use of a new 
powerful weapon in the war on Japan because of the moral 
issue involved. It went on to state that morally it was 
wrong to use such a powerful force but if practical neces
sities demand its use, then the moral issue should be by
passed. It should be used if the nation's life were en
dangered, the petition went on to say. 

Are not the men of the fighting forces a part of 
that natiun? Are not they, who are risking their lives for 
the nation, entitled to the weapons which have been designed? 
In short, are we to go m shedding American blood when we 
have available a means to a speedy victory? No 1 If we can 
save even a handful of American lives, then let us use this 
weapon -- now 1 

Furthermore, we fail to see the use of a moral argu
ment when we are considering such an immoral situation as 
war. Any new weapon is regarded with some fear as to its 
inevitable consequence~ but, with further developments, new 
weapons become everyday implements of war. Future gener
ations will come to regard this latest device with less and 
less regard. 

These sentiments, we feel, represent more truly those 
of the majority of Americans and particularly those who have 
sons and daughters in the foxholes and warships in the Pacific. 

In initiating this counter-petition we feel that the 
greatest good it can serve is to vividly point to the jeopardy 
to which the original Szilard petition has exposed the Secur
ity of the DSM project. Certainly, if one such petition, with 
the information and dangerous implications it has, can pass 
through (or around as it may have) plant and project admin
istration, we feel that every individual may assume open season 
and compete to be sure that his own aquiesence or dissension 
is equally well broadcast, all costs notwithstanding. 
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The Story of a Petition 

(Insert 1) 

In the world of science and on its fring es, we find 

two different species of men working together at times, and at times 

working at cross-purposes. One of t h ese species is composed of the 

men who are able to cope wl th thought, and the other is composed of men 

who are able to cope with things, such as machines, and men . The sci

entist who becomes an administrator belong s to this second species. 

During the war thought became concealed under the blanket of secrecy, 

and the scientist administrators who crawled around on the top of 

this blanket were the only ones exposed to the public eye. Some of 

these were men of great ability. Men like Conant and Bush rendered 

the nation an immense service. Were it not for this species which 

forms the evolutionary link between the military brass and the human 

beings, our scienti f ic war effort might have been seriously crippled. 

Although we were quite aware o f this fact even during the war, we 

were unable to accept them as our spokesmen. 
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The first petition was · signed by 59 members 

of the l abora tory , among them: 

J a s per B. J ef f ri e s 

Robert J . Moon 

A us tin M. Brue s 

K. S . Cole 

Alexande r Langsdorf , Jr . 

David L. Hill 

David B. Hall 

Wa rren C. Johnson 

Walter Ba rtky 

James J . Nickson 

W. H. Za chariasen 

'7 (} 

Elizab eth E. Painter 

Richa rd Abrams 

Raymond E . Zirkle 

Herman Lis co 

A. 1tJattenberg 

Rober~~urer 
F . L . Freedman 

Robt . S. Mulliken 

Ka rl Darrow 

Leo Szilard 

The second petition was signed by ~\ memb e rs of the l abora tory, among them: 

George A. Sa cher 

Robert S. Mulliken E. P . 1.t.fi gner 

John A. Simpson John P . Howe 

Frank Foote 

Robert L . Platzman Hoyland D. Young 

J. Ernest Wilkins , Jr . 



While some of the signers of this petition are 
the permanently associated with the University of Chicago, «majority 

of them are scientists from universities and 1abmratories throughout 
the United States temporarily stationed on the University of 
Chicago campus. 
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