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Since July ·1967, I hB.V9 been putting ou.t Ne·Nsletters in .which I 
called the chain of newspapers in the Imperial and Coachella Valleys, 
SCHURZ' S PROSTITtJ'I.itD PRESS. '.:"'hi's name calling was done under the 
impression that Mr. F.D~ Schurz was resaonsible for the situation 
whereby the newspa ners of this chain in~ Indio, Brawley and El Centro 
were distorting the news, printing lies, and omitting important news 
all for the benefit of the big farm interests which are the power 
structure hera. The effect of all this was to keep the people brain
washed so that they shoL:.ld not know how the big farm interests were 
exploiting them. 

I WANT, TO NOW PUBLICLY ID.T~iCT iiiY N'illVJE CALLii{G OF rm .. F. D •. SCHURZ 

.:\ND EXPLAIN HOW THIS SITUATION AR0,'3E SO THAT Ai.1 I'IY RE.!WERS WILL I-:NOW 

THAT trn. SCElJRZ, ONC_t1; h~ KNOW::;, TllAT .t1l.::; N.c.vvSPAPERS ARE lJOT H.11NDLING 

rrHE N.E.WS PROPERLY, JIB TAKii:S ST.ii,'PS TO M ,rnDY THE SIT\JATI;JN. 

I want to impress on all you readers that I am not printing this 
retraction under the threat of a libel suit by r,':r. Soh1.1rz. This News
letter is being put out beca.11se it is the fair thing to do. Ju.st 
yesterday, I was defeated i n my effort to be elected Director of the 
Imperial Irrigat:ion Distri.ct for Area #4-. In the can1paigning before 
the election, Mr. Schll.rz' s nevrnpapers gave all the candidates fair 
·treatment in that their st-& t e.ments were Printed and were not distorted 
so as to bring ridicule on a ny of the oaiididates. 

It was felt that this e1ection campaign and the handling of the 
news regarding it, showed definitely tb.at it r .. Schurz had taken steps 
to remedy the si tu.i~tion. I wi sh to point out that I am referring 
specifically to the hand ling of the news and not to editorial opinions 
writt~n by the management in which it may advise voters to vote for 
a certain candidate, etc. I recognize this right of the managemm t 
to give its editorial opinion, and have never questioned it. Re a ders 
gerierally understand that editorials are the opinion of the management., 
But many readers do not know that ' their minds can be brai.wNashed by a 
news paper distorting certain items of news, printing lies, or 01;1i tting 
to print certain news. By this techhique, it has been possible for 
the big farm interests to have a very bright public image. 

For the henefi t of· the readers who do not live in or visited 
thecoachella and Imperial Valleys, Calif., it is necessary to know 

some of the social and economic fact~ of th s se areas t o understand 
how Mr. Schurz, an innocent out sider, got c a11gh t .i:.i. t h e battlin g gs ing 
on here \ecallse he was misinfors ecl by Virgil Pinkley., his publisher. 

In these areas, ac co!'d::.n.g t o the U.S. H0cl 2.tr:& tion Law c f 1902, 
people who live locally could only fa:t'.11 ? In addition 1 t here is a limit 
of getting irrigation/ vvater f,o be a·ble t,o f a. r~ 160 a,:;r~e·s. Eeca'1s0 _ 
of the warm weathe r and. con sta :-it suns:1.i r e, it. is ;iossible to f a r o here 
all 12 months of the yedr. Because of t .t~e ir::·iga L .on s :rstem, t liere 
are no dro1.1ghts or excessive ra infalls e r s t orms vdlich c:. es t r-oy crops 
as in other regions of the Un~ ted Statee. · 

The result is that one acre here is equal in production to 5 acres 



anywhere else in the U.S. So you can see tl1c1t one person farming here, 
wo u ·.i..d be doing the eqlli val ent cf a person f3rming 800 a.ores elsewhere 
L1. the U.S. In addition, if yo..i consider tl.ie avo:-aga :'amily of a 
husband, wifa, and J children, it can be seen that they could own and 
ferm here 80J acres in compliance vrith the U.S. RP-clam.ation Law" But 
again it must be pointed out that this farm family in terms of farming 
in the rest of the U o s. is rec.lly f ar.rn.ing tte eqlli vnlent of .4-, 000 acreE ,, 

The big fa:rm interests with their money and influence have prevent
ed the enfo:;:-.Jem.ent of the U.S. Reclamation Law in that only persons 
living here can do t.he f'arm~~r:g and that one person can farm only 160 
acres. Imperial County wi t:1 $230 millions agricul tLiral production in 
1966 ran...~s 5th in the U~S. -::ou can therefore see why the big ranchers 
try by every device possible to prevent enforcement. 

The sitllation at presen'.i is that 70% of tlle farmland is owned by 
absentee landownars in violr ·~ion of tne Reciall'.ia tion Law, 20~~ is owned 
by big ranchers who live loco lly but a~e in vie 1.3tion b ecaus·e their 
lam holdings are in excess of 160 acrBs por persofi (considering the 
entire family). Only 10% of ·i;he land is o~Nned i.n compliance with the 
U.S. Reclamation Law. 

In addition, just like in different parts of the world and Latin
American couatriess the a:isentee land0wners control the county officials 
so that tte ass'3ssments 0.1:1 the farm holdings are put at f::dre low figures 
so ~~1.at tb.e f armowner dep0nding on his locntion escapes 011 tbe average 
of to% of his riroperty taxes. The local r0sidents he.ve ~~8 millions in 
ext:i.:a taxes extorted out of tt ... em to make up for the outside landowners. 

In addition, there is anothsr racket in electricity bills. The 
Imperi3.l Irrj_gation District under the control of the big ranchers have 
been charging the local people 3 times the correct price for the elect
ricity so that it could sell the irrigation water at 1/4 the correct 
price to the large rano.h.ese This re3Lllts i:1 a J14 millions yearly 
swindle of the people in electricity. 

Lack of space prevents telling about other lesser swindles impos
ed on a suffering people by the outsid.e landowners. ::lo you. can see 
there are seriot1s problems in the Impe:."ial arrri. Coochella Valleys that 
need to be . remedied. TlLl FO-Lil~"D.A'rION OF A TRTJ}l~ DID::OCRACY IS A V/ELL IN
FORIV1".ED CITIZLNRY. Since tne newspapers are really the main sources of 
poltioal, sooial and economic information, it can be realized now im
portant it is that newspapers print all the news so that all s!lades of 
opinion can be read by the citizenry. 

Seven years ago, when Vi.cgil Pinkley owned this chain of news
papers, I began writing Letters to the .iditor, concerning these bad 
social and economic conditions. The letters would not be printed. So 
I had to learn how to use a mimeograph and started p11tti.ng out N..i;WS
LETTERS FROM DR. B~~N YELL.i:£N so that the CURT.t1IN OF SIL1~NCJ1; set up by 
Virgil Pi.rL.1.cley colllo. be penetrated and the minds of the people bere and 
in VJashington, D.C. could be debrainwashed so tt1ey uncerstgn.d what is 
going on here. I called Pinkley' s newspapers PlW.lWY 1 S PRJS']IT.J'J ..£D 
PRESS. I make no retraction to Virgil Pinkley for h'3 lived in C01cbel1a 
Velley ao.d knew what was going on here. 

I destroyed Pinkley' s reputation as a fair newspa;,erman by d3.strib•
uting my Newsletters all over th0 u.s. to newspapers, United PF.es3 and 
Associated Press offices, newsp&parmen' s c lt..bs , etc. -:nereVt:H", r~_:1.kJ..ey 
visited, the people knew what I acot1sed Finii::ey o:'" 

In 1964, Mr. F.D. Schurz and assoc:Lctes of f ;~-:.e Sc n":",h B 13t: :'l, Inciana 
TRIBUNl bought majority control of the locs.l chain of l11::wspape ~"'s tu·~ _ 
kept Virgil Pinkley as chief in co.mr:J.anC of t:-.e n c:;1.•i sp.3 psn,. I ~- -;;:-:d:-ate 
wrote to Mr. SchLirz telling him the si tuat:'. c- n f!"', r e. .A_;)parert Ly, Pinkl ~, 

must have told Iir. SC'hurz that my cha:rg(:9 we:re no~:. true. Atc-,1t cJLlly l, 
1967, the Schurz interests bcught full contru! of the n~~aJap~~s here 
and Pinkley was out. I than s t arted my ette ,::,k on i ·r. S~hurz. Ee S 1""Jon 
found out that he had been .rni sinformed b~l Virgil pj_r,_kley.. HE IS A B~G 
~NOUGH MAN TO R.lllSEDY T~ .:3ITUATION. I d.~LUT3 HD7i. I .i\1'i GLAD TO EUTRACTt 
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