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., ·c:. January-ll, 196?, 1n the Un1t~ States D1str1ot ceurt at Sen · ,,_ ;::-: .' 
} D1ego, C&l1f., a lawsuit was filed by the u .s. Government. entitled , .-~~\, 
,, U .a. v. IMPERIAL IRRIGATIO~ DISTRICT. This lawsuit is -to oo,qpel . the .:· , 1 )\ 

. Imperial Irr16at1on D1str1ct to suppl7 drily enough water for one person :< . 

. to t•rm 160 acres wh1ch principle 1s oommonly known as the l6Q acre~ , , -,~r 1 

•::: 11m1t~1;1on. 1:_he lawsuit ·1s idflntified as Civil No. 67-7-T• .... , ~ ,; • ·.:.?~t 
• ' . • • . I ' /•"t{'~ 
· · You, Judge Turrentine, were appointed to be Judge of the u.s.,. · .fr' -\ 

;: D1str1ct Court at San Diego . on April 27, 1970 and this lawsuit has been ·, ,. \ 
-•••1gned to. 7ou. There are · certa1n serious irregularities about . ?\,'. 

_ •th1a · 1-ws;u1t that must b~ brought to your attention. '-< \:;\; 
· ~•v '\ J. ~•t' , 

: ~h1s · 1awsu1t has been constantly postponed from Jan. 11, 1967 · ~-,. 
unt1.l . Sept• 25, 1970 which is Ji years. · If this lawsuit is again post~ ' -;/ 

:- poned, ,,1t means that the next scheduled hearing will be in 1971 or 4 i ' \<-. 
· yeara ) or postponement. This is most serious for I am sure that you 1 • ',._,,. •• ). 

,will -recall the old saying, "Justice long postponed, 1s not. Justice . 1 · • 1 

· at all. It · 1s Injustice." · · · _ : •·,\'. 1-·,(<}/ 
,.. Now postponements in legal proceedings ae very common ' and often .,_ . . 
', necessary. During the illness and death of Judge Fred Kunzel, your . · '. \· 
· Predecessol' to whom this lawsuit was assigned, postponements were _; -.f; 
.• l,l9C~sary. a.it there baa ·been many postpone?llents ,.for which the r'38son. , \ _J ._, 

1,... can no, be·,ea.s1ly obtatned, . . . , . ., . ·.· · · . (
1 

J... , _. _~\{ 
, J ' .I . . \. , ~ . .)~\': t ... 

· · · The r~son as given in the local newspapers and the San Diego , \;1-~ ~ 
Union, 1s usually a quotation by Reginal F. Knox or the law firm of • · ·.· .:<.-

. HORTON ,KNOX, CARTER, & FOOTE, which is the law group handling this law•.- ·.·)t::: ,' 
~ su1t •for the Imperial Irrigation District. This 1s highly objection- / ,/ ~' 

l• •ble ,tor the publ1~ may not get the correct -explanation for the post- : · 
· ponement, ,· : ·.t\'i 

• _. ... - ~., f,- • .. 

My objection can best be understood by this 1ncident. In the , , . .,,\ 
tamQ\1s IVANHOE WATER DISTRICT Ve McCRACKEN case which 1nvolved the very .", · 

: same question of the 160 acres limitation, this very same law firm was , -:. · 
:, ~h'9 ' lawyers for the big ranchers who were fighting this limitation. The .'. ··, 
· lawsuit f1nally went to the U. s. Supreme court where it was unanimously ' .- .r 

; -deo1ded that the 160 acres 11m1tation must be applied, Harry Horton .,, , 
. who .was the head of this law firm and who personally appea:red before . 1 

~, the u_.s, Supreme court on th1s lawsuit, , had the effrontery to issue a · J< 
,, atatem.ent to the EL CENTRO POST-PRESS wh1oh took up one entire page, ' >·1 } 

· saying that all tne 9 U .s. Sup:reme Court Justices were wrong end rehash-: ···/J,, 
• -1ng . the reasons wh1ch were the arguments he had pe;rsonally presentec;l. ··<·:_,:.\ 

to :, the t1 ,s·. Supreme court·. . · · · · ,. · '., -~~?.} 
• : ' ·1 . . • . .. ,\ ·,, .- , 
; 1 .,. · '/ Ui{ 

· . ., You can therefore understand why it 1s highly objectionable for the. .; ;: >· 
i taubl1c,. to get 1ts information from the statements of the law firm of 1 :/ ·. 

If' HORTON, KNOX, CARTER; & FOOTE. I have attacked this law firm for pub- . ~/ 
l1c1ty statements it has put out before. Publicity releases to news~ ' · 'i, , 

· pap.era are a war Of praot1c1ng law before the BAR OF PUBLIC OPINION . · 1 -': ·,'_; ' ; 

and a method of moulding public op1n1on especially if done. by "' law , ' • :):1. 
t1?'Dl. · . , ,,- . ,,.,~ · 

,. ) I ' -~ •,::_----~ 

,. , .l-.. . i, 

To ezpl,ain th••• 1nn~merable postponements, Knox is quoted by ·the : -\·.~\ 
newapapera ,as say1ng w~l!d!il to th11, tttept, "The San D1ego F-4.enl court,,. ~:-i,, 
1a very busy with c?1m1nal cases so all c1v1l lawsuit«a are be1.~ l)';'St: , . .,;-_-,}. 
~ ~1nce criminal cases take precedence," Now th1s sounds 11ke a :· _ · . .f: 
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easonuble stute~ent on the surfuce but 1s 1t the truth or hltlf truth? , 
~ \ ' 

If the final decision 1s for t,pply1ng the 160 ucres lim1tut1on 
lus ~ revor~ble dec1c1on 1n Yoll~n et ul. v. Wolter Hickel (Civ11 No. 
9-124-s 1n the 1 U.S, D1otr1ct Court, SMn Diego) wh1ch 1s ~ l~wau1t to 

compel enforcement of the residency 11m1tatton eo tttat only persons 11v­
:, ng here ci,n get w1:1ter to 'fetrm, IT MEANS THAT THE LO~ L PEOPLE WILL NOT 
.:· ~ DEFRAUDF.;D OUT OF •~50 MILLIONS YF.J4HLY IN PSOFITS FROM F.ARMING. 

\ '• 

The Irvine Co,, Purex Corp., Uniteq Fru1t co., Dow Chem1oMl Co., 
enneco, Inc.• Kaiser Chem1ci,l & Aluminum co., Southern P~o1fi'1c .,I.tind Co., , 
to• which ttre amongst the biggest corporot19n.s in the U .s., ttre fur.m-
ng 1n this area and they are not do1~ th1s for snwll profits, I strong-
7 doubt tru.t the u.s. District Court ~t San D1ego has on the cr1m1rwl 
a.lenclar any case 1nvolv1ng the stc1tl1ng of, f;50 millions yet1rly. If the ' 
.s. Goverrune11t is correct 1n 1ta luw.suit a1nd 1f I um correct 1n mine, 

, J. t puts the co,.1rt 1n the untenable pos1 t1on of helping 1n this frt:,u<l if 

!:,,,Pos ·cponements are gr~ntcd w1 thout g,.)od rea,son. These muy be civil· uct1ons 
but they really cover c:i:'1u:1ru1l e:,ctions of mlsfoustmce, IW:1lfet:ts1:mce, 

. and nonfeasance by off1c1~ls of the u.s. Interior Dept. The Interior 
1' Dept. 1s notorious for such blem1ohse on 1.ts reputi,tion und I give loffhend the fan,,ous ·· Teapot Dome Scttnd.al ot the 1920 's when Socret~ry of 

~nt,r1or, Albert Ft\11, was convicted. ot ~uk1ng 1uoo,ooo.oo f.13 1:1 br1be. , 

-,,. Gossip alre~dy 1e heard here which 1s putting t1 tu1·n1sh on the 
·'::' 1ntegr1ty of the U.S. District Cou1·t 1:1t San Diego by these innumerable 
'· '· J>oatponements. People ttre ~t1y1ng the b1G ft'lrm corpo:r.ut1ons huve enough 
_political influence to st~ll the l~w~u1t 1ndof1n1tcly. The c1t1zens · 
• rem-.mber the testimony the Cul 1.f. St1:1te ftttorney General's off1o.e guve 
:bef9ro ~ Stote leg1slitture commlttee that the nssos:::iments . on the Irvine 

, Co. 80,000 ucres n>nch 1n Orane;e Co'..Ult:7, were so false th!:Jt 1nsteud of 
,.,-· P"11Y1t+g ~10 ! m1ll1ons yet1:rly in p:rc;>Firty taxes, Ir•.rine t~~s paying only 

t·~ t.lt m1111ons, THE IRVINE CO, ~Ci\Pffi PAYING 19 MILLIONS YFJ\RLY J\ND EACH 
. } F.AMILY IN ORANGE COUNTY ID\D TO P.AY "'06 .OO MOR~ PER YEi\R IN T.t\XIB TO 

.- JttAKE UP FOR THE T,\XES IRVIUE DOES NOT PAY, People are no fools• 1 They ·. 
: have a goQd 1dea hon this f::-aud 1s brought 1:,bout. -

The Irvine Co, 1n Iml1er1E1l Vttlley hus 1:16 m1lltor:-.s of vt1l1.U;1ble 
. farmland 1:1nd 1s 1n v1olat1on of tho U .s. Recla:,1m1:1tion LHw 1f the Fed- , . 

.. eral Gov• t and I are correct. Irvine esci,pes 66% of 1-t.J correct ft1rmlt.1nd · 
1- tax&Q here by folse ~ssessments. It e:::cupeE:1 lt11•ge timounts of M:tter 
~ bills by an clectrlcity s~tndle whcrbby it and the ether abcentee farm 

.. : corporot\ons ptty only 1/4 of the corr•Jct pr1C'!e for ~-:;··:ig~tion w,1ter -
. while the 'residents !:ire forced to puy J times the e;or~·eot pr.ice f<.>r 
·· electr1c1 ty to sub~1ci1 zo the btg :rttncher.3 who a;re ma.inly tibscmt.ee 

'· ( 

.end own 70% of the -farmlana here. 1 
I 

µ , · 'l'here is a b1g o:1tcry fC'!r L\ ~ & ORD:SR now·, I feel thut you will , 
agree that UW & o:riuEa should apply to the low and high. ' ·r:mumer~ble 1 · 
poatponements to these big corpor.utions which control the Imper1~1 
,Irr1g~t1on District just hurts the repu~ut1on of tbe Court. , . 

, These big; corpori1t1ono ~re controlled by very clever people. When 
11;. was announced tht1t the Feder1:tl Gc,verrunent wus golug to enfol'co the 
Reclt1:mat1un Li:n1, the I.::vtne Co" sent 1 tn Vice Prec1d.ent Lon,g d0wn here 

.to muke -speoches ttnd to vrguntze the IMPERIAL RESOURCES· 1\SBOClATES to . 
co;Llect money and enter the 1£1w.3u1t U.S. v. lMPEaIJ'.L IRRIG,\TION DISTRICT i 

as '11nterv()nors ". Wl th ~he except~lon of Stephen Elmore, ti b1g local . 
rancher who is in v1ol~t1on of the lcO acres lim1t~t1on, the other 9 
local lt1nc!owners who entered us "intervenors" ,1!1E IN C0NF0RMANCp; WITH . 
TnE; RECLAMA'flON LI\ W, Not one blg a'oscntee fttl'l!'l co::-i;orut1on ru.is 1 ts rwme 
on the leg3l pt.1per t.1s1:1.ng to be t:1dmltted. us ·"intorvc:n,n·s". They sttty 
r~ll hi9-den behind the 9 misguided . loct1l t'u_;-mers who signed , this paper. 

l · Th1s Imperial Resourdes Assoc1~tes hired O'Molveny & Myers, u ·1~w 
f1rm ttwt probably hos the b1g2,(;.Bt · pol1 t,.c1:1l ,.nfluence o.f all l~w firms 
1n Ctll1fo?"n1t.1. It lu.,s both b1g Republ1c~Jns ttnd. Big Democruts t.md. ex-

,,: Deputy Attorney General of t11e U ,S. Warren C~u·lstopher. I.tJwyer~ from , 
O • Mel veny &: Myers came do1m t;o Il!lpol':ttl Courity ur1d r.it:cde speer.hes advo- . 
cst1ng non-enforcement of the Reolu~1t1on Law and we:re prominently. quot; _ 

. ed 1n , the local p~pe:t'S 1:1nd the Si:tn Diego Unior1e I ctcn~ted the attack OJl 
, th1e law firm by !:lccus1ng 1 t of "pr::1ct1c1ng luw pefore the Eur of , . 
· ;Pu'Ql1c op,.n1on '! by me£1ns of Newslet.ters. These NewslettQrs were dist ... 

ributed to the generttl public, luwyers, Judges, ttnd B~,r .Assoc1ut1ons 
1111 · over CaliforniE1. My pt1uphletecrlng stopped them. The locul news­
papers 1n collusion w1 th the big furmers keep a "Curtain of S.1lence '' 
on-w:hat.....I.~say..Jtnd-how .the reputation o.!.. the · Cuurt. .1a-be.1.ng _besm1rC?bed. • r 

I 
I 


	m0193b002f003i011p001
	m0193b002f003i011p002

