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~ . The big . ranches never give ap trying to control the minds of the 
-1. 6 Sldents of Imperial County so that the great mass of people should 
go~ } 0 arn ~ow th.ey are being swindled out of $8 ~illions yearly in 

0 ~n_,y proiert:r taxe~. J?hn Bowman, the Asses:.JO . ..... Collector of Imp­
erial Counvy d0es t.tu.s swindling tor the big rarches by putti.~g fake 
low assess1L.ents on the farmland • 

.,_ But these ranchers know by now that if they make public state­
men1.,~ to. the newspapers that Dr. Yellen will pr. G out a Newsletter 
tell.i.:ig ru:;w mu.ch in property taxes the rancher 'Soapes and als~ .hc,w 
much.in charity handouts he receives from the Federal Government for 
growing crops like cot·~on, ?:>eets, eta. 

So the trick is to remain in the backgrounc1. and .have stooges make 
puhltc statements to the newspapers. The st~oges invent asseciations 
to giv~ themselves an organization ~rom which to issue press releases 
to radio, television, and the papers. The Imperial County Taxpayers 
Association has been giving out press releases to brainwash you cit­
~ens of Imperial County so that you will not realize that the ONLY 
~ ASON FOR THE EXCESSIVE HIGH TAXES IS THAT THE LARGE FARMS ESCAPE 
;8 MILLIONS IN COUNTY PROPERTY TAX.IS AND THAT YOU CITIZENS HAVE TO 
l? AY TE.AT MUCH l!,"'XTRA TO MAKE UP FOR THE BIG RANCHES. 

The Imperial County Taxpayers AssGciation has been able to tool 
~~! _persons into joining it. Tpese persons are honestly worrieC. 
aurxtt the high taxes but do not really km,w the reason for them. The 
lm.perial CoQnty Taxpayers Ass~c. is affiliate~ w~th the California 
~exp.ayers Ass~c. which is the big ranches publicity organization to 
keep the people all over the State ot California fooled as to how the 
large corporation farms escape most of their tax-Js. 

\ Taxpayers are strongly urged to write to t fie Statewide Homeowners 
Asaociation, 95J-8th Ave 0 San Diego l, Calif.(t -ere are also offices 
in Los Angsles, and San Francis.co) for a reprinc of the prer;s release 
it issued in the Spring of 1964. This reprint was based on a study 
ll1a-d.e by Basic Economic Education1 Inc. and shmn d that the farmland 
ln Imperial County WAS ESCAPING ;ip8 l\.ULLIONS YEJ: 'LY IN PROPERTY TAX.ES. 
~tatewide Homeowners represent the .homeowners a_:d small businessmen 
ANn NOT THE BIG RANCHES. This is the organizat ·.on to join. 

I . 

\ When Dr. Yellen first discovered about 6 years ago that the cause 
~r the excessive high taxes in Imperial County was the $8 millions 
~'1 yearly by the large ranches, he innocentlF wrote to the L,s 
Angeles office of the California Taxp:iyers Association asking for 
he.ln? The Ibctor mvnted to establish a branch of the Calif. Taxpayers 
JGscc.~ here so that the people find out what was happening. The fuc­
t o:r '-:1.n 1961 was just as naive as the .no_Lest ci"ci :..:..ena who are now join­
ing 'the Imp-erial County Taxpayers Assoc. under t .h.e mistaken idea that 
they Will be ah.L~ to . low·ei.•- -r.a:x:es. It will never be done be0-allSe the 
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Imperial County Taxpayers Assoc. WILL NEVER INVESTIGATE THE FAKE LOW 
ASSESSMENrS OM WE FARMLAND. This As-sociation VJII .L O:NLYr HOWL that 
t.he Cou.nty emp..1c.yees are gettJ~ t.cn much pay 1 tbat the school teac.h.-
8r~ are getting too much pay, that t.he poor on welfare are getting 
too much money, etoa eto. It will never tell how the big farmers 
escape $8 millions yearly in taxes and that the big ranchers actually 
receive in charity handouts f!to.m the gover.rurient S TIM.ES what the poor 
on welfare receive~ 

The El.mores receive for the six months they grow cotton a charity 
b.o. nd.OLlt cf $¼ million. This is the amount of money needed to .SLlpp!J rt 
liOOO needy cllil.d.ren on welfare for 6 months. T.his is approximately 
the ~umber of children on the Wal.rare rolls of Imper1-al County. Yet 
the ~l~ores :'GC ei vo while being millionaires. m:,.e .i!il.In.ores escape 
a bout ~B80, OOo yea:i.: J.:;- on taxes on their farmland . 

When D:r .,, Yellen wrote to the Calif. Taxpay c• r:., As ooc. for help 
aboll~ 6 yea.r-s ago, he got this reply, "Tb.is Asec. ciation does not con­
eru l t~eJ_f w1 th :1sflessment matters. "It is inte1·ested only in the 
expend1. 'cures " . Well, this was very peculiar so the D:Jctcr investig­
ated. the Cal~.f'. TF.lxpayers Assoc. He found that the Board of Directo!'s 
0 ?11?lsted , of b:i.g ranchers, officials of big rane;b. corpore.tions, and 
TtH~•3 ~.r, all::_es, c,ffic:l.a.1_s of banks, railroads, public utilities, eto. 

E.dE WERE NO SMALL BUSINE&'1MEN OR HOMEOWNERS OF THE PRICE RAMGE OF 
$lo,ooo TO $20,000 HOM.ES, ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

For example a·~ present, here are 
Ranchers · 

C.H. Breuairrg, Kern Co~ Land co. 
R. A. Colgan, J'r,., Shasta Forest Oo. 
R~A. Ha~dison, Rancher 
H~s, Russell Rancho Cuyama 
Par-u-er Sesna;, Porter Estate Co. 

some examples: 
Allies 

K.V. Larkin, Bank of America 
R.T. Smith, Spreckels Sng.Co .. 
H. Harries, Atch. Top,S.F.R~Rc 
R. Marks, S.P. Railroad 
;r. Wttlk.cr, Kaiser Steel Co~ 

\ The Kern Coun-ty Land Co. owns more land in Cali.fornia than is in 
cultivation in Imp.el'ial Cou.aty{460,ooo acres). All these big outfits 
e~c·ape trem.cn.&..i!:t:3 taxes on the land they own. Tt1e Attorney General · 
~f the State or Calj f ' o testified before· a State Assembly Co.mmi ttee ( see 
~s Angles Times No vo 19, 1965) that the 88,000 Irvine ranch in Orange 
~lln~ sho·nld pay $.:.C-½ millions in yearly taxes hut only pays $li 
:-1111.on tb,ereby- esc ap1ng 85% of its taxes by -re ·(€ lew assessments. Tha 
~eowne:rs of Orange County have to each pay $." 9 :Jer year .filc re i-:1 tax­
;~ to make u~ tor the Irvine Rane~. In Imperi2l 0ounty, the Irvine 
~~ • escapes $150,000 yearly in property taxes e: d $400,008 in yearly 
~ a ter charges from the Imperial Irrigation Dist .,_~1.ct for a total @f 
~550,000. Each ~o~ecwner. in Imperial County has to pay $5 ~ m~re per 
t~ar in taxes and higher · eleetric,ity bills to m: .k:e up for the Irvine 
~- I ·, 

l • 
\ . The Imp·erial CoLmty Taxpayers Assoc. has distributed a pa.fer 1n 
~hi.oh it states its policy. Und~r item 9, it says the same thing as _ 
tallr. Taxpayers Assoc. about "will not concern itself with general 
assessment matters" fl THE SV\IINDLE IS IN THE ASSESSMENTS. YET HERE IT 
!~ :tN BL.ACK AND vmITE THAT IT WIIL NOT IX) .ANYTHING ABOUT THIS. 

\ 
~ Notice that the Imperial County Taxpayers Assoc. claims to be nc,:. ­
~l:'tisan. This is a l,)t of hokum. 95% o-r the b~ g ranchers are 
~lJBLJ:CANS. Cliff Hurley who puts out most of the press.releases is 
~ member of the Reoublican County Central Comm.itt e. He is a real_es­
\at~ broker who if- he keeps on the good side of tne big raao.\1.es, will 
~e"t business frcm them buying and selling ranches. Another stocge is 
·:tlai:r Mitchell who claims to be a Democrat. He was the foreman of 
~~ _1964 Grand Jury ½1IICH REFUSED TO INVESTIGAT~ JOHN BOWMAN AND HIS 

f AY:J\ FARMLAJ:IID ASSESSMENTS. Mitohell also deals in ranch real estate • 

. \ . ~e.i t~ Sharp, Neil Fifield, Ralph Gilbert·, C.J.arles W~stm~reland, 
-~tc. eto. are some of the big farmers on the Bo.:1--:-d of Dirn? uors l_ooal-
ly. 'rh-e \big&est farmers are too smar't to go o.a. ·,his Bo 2...:c,_ So Join 

t.h.~_2.t.1=~.-t~:Lr'l~ 'Homeowners Assoo.. which is really f c r the li r. ·i.:;.l.e poople. 
lZlN' T BR J!'OOLE~ 'l'HE IMJ?ERLIIL_ COUNTY Tt "EAYERS- ASSOCIATION, 
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