NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN Yl -.ET
Brawley, Calif,
March 17, 1966

MPERAL COUNTY
TAXPAYERS ASSCQC.
S ABIG FA

The big ranches never give up trying to control the minds of %he
residents Of Tmperial County so that the great mass of people should
got learn how they are being swindled out of $8 millions yearly in
bounty propert; taxes. John Bowman, the Assesse -Collector of Imp-
erial County does this swindling for the big rarches by putting fake
low assessments on the farmland,
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But these ranchers knew by now that if they make public state-
ments to the newspapers that Dr. Yellen will put cut a Newsletter
tellipg how muclh in property taxes the rancher ‘'scapes and alse hew
nuch in cherily handouts he receives from the Fcderal Government for
growing crops like cotton, hdeets, etec.

So the trick is to remain in the background and have stooges make
public statements to the newspapers., The steoges invent asseciations
to give themselves an organization from which te issue press releases
to radio, television, and the papers. The Imperial County Taxpayers
Association has been giving out press releases to brainwash you cit-
lzens of Imperial County so that you will not realize that the ONLY
REASON FOR THE EXCESSIVE HIGH TAXES IS THAT THE LARGE FARMS ESCAPE
38 MILLIONS IN COUNTY PROPERTY TAXES AND THAT YOU CITIZENS HAVE TO
PAY THAT MUCH EXTRA TO MAKE UP FOR THE BIG RANCHES.

The Imperial County Taxpayers Asseciation has been able to fool
many persons into joining it, These persons are honestly worried
about the high taxes but do not really knew the reason for them. The
Imperial County Taxpayers Assec, 1s affiliated wich the Galifgrnia
Taxpayers Assac. which is the big ranches publicity organization to
keep the people all over the State of California fooled as to how the
large corporation farms escape most of their tax:s.

i Taxpayers are strongly urged to write to tiie Statewide Homeowners
Association, 953-8th Ave. San Diego 1, Calif.(t cre are also offices
L Los Angsles, and San Francisco) for a reprin: of the press release
1t issued in the Spring of 1964. This reprint was based on a study
Tade by Basic Economic Education, Ine, and shgwad that the farmlang
in Imperial County WAS ESCAPING $8 MILLIONS Y&/ LY IN PROPERTY TaXES.
Statewide Homeowners represent the homeowners a.:d small businessmen
AND NOT THE BIG RANCHES. This is the organizat .on to join.
) When . Yellen first discovered about 6 years ago that the cause
\Qf the exoggsive high taxes in Imperial County was the $8 millions
Svadel yearly by the large ranches, he innocently w;ote to the Les
Angeles office of the California Taxpayers Association asking for
help¢ The Doctor wwnted to establish a branch of the C?lif. Taxpayers
4ssGe, here so that the people find out what was happening. The pac~
tor in 1961 was just as naive as the norest citlisns who are now join-
ing the Imperial County Taxpayers Assoc, under the mistaken idea that
they will be ahle to lower taxes. It will never be done because the
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Imperial County Taxpayers Assoc. WILL NEVER INVESTIGATE THE FAKE LOW
ASSESSMENTS ON THE FARMLAND. This Asscciation WITL ONLYr HOWL that
the Gounty empleyess are geiting tce much pay, that the school teach-
2is are getting too much pay, that the poor on welfare are getting
too much money, eto. ete. It will never tell how the big farmers
escape $8 millions yearly in taxes and that the blg ranchers actually
recelve in charity handouts from the government 8 TIMES what the poor
on welfare receive,

The Elmcres receive for the six months they grow cotton a charity
bandout ¢f $# millicn. This is the amount of money needed to suppsrs
1,000 needy ciildren on welfare for 6 months. This is approximately
the number of chiidren on the Welfare rolls of Imper%al County, Yet
the Elmores receive while being millionaires. ™he 4imores escape
about $30,008 yearly on taxes on their farmland.

When Dr, Yellen wrote to the Calif. Taxpayors Assec., for help
about 6 years ago, he got this reply, "This Asscciation does not con-
€rn itself with assessment matters. It is interested only in the
Sxpenditures ". Well, this was very peculiar sc the Dacter investig-
ated the Calif., Taxpayers Assoc, He found that the Board of Directors
consisted of big ranchers, officlals of big ranch corporstions, and
their allies, officials of banks, railroads, public utilities, eto.

& ZRE WERE NO SMALL BUSINESSMEN OR HOMEOWNERS OF THE PRICE RANGE OF
$10,000 T0 $20,000 HOMES, ON THE BOARD OF DLRECTORS.

For example at present, here are some examples:

ﬁ Ranchers Allles

«H. Breusing, Kern Co, Land Co. K.V. Larkin, Bank of Amerioca
R.A. Colgan, Jr., Shasta Forest Co. R.T. Smith, Spreckels Sug.Co.
R.A. Hardison, Rancher H. Harries, Atch. Top,S.F.R.R.
H.S, Russell, Ransho Cuyama R. Marks, S.P, Railrcad
Porter Sesnon, Porter Estate Co. J. Walker, Kaiser Steel Cos

\ The Kern GCounty Land Co. owns more land in California than is in

cultivation in Imperial County(460,000 acres). All these big outfits

Sscape tremendons taxes on the land they own. The Attorney General

0% the State of Calif. testified before a State Assembly Committee(see
“«0s Apgles Times Nov. 19, 1965) that the 88,000 Irvine ranch in grange
“unty shenld pey 4274 millions in yearly taxes hut only pays $ls
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W1lion thersby escaping 85% of its taxes by fe:c lew assescments. The
“Dweowners of Orange County have to each pay $f9 oer year mcre in tax-
§§ %o make up for the Irvine Ranck. In Imperiel Uounty, the Irv1n§
oY+ escapes $150,000 yearly in property taxes e d $4,00,009 in yearly
Water charges from the Imperial Irrigation Distrlct for a total ef
%550:000. Each Lonecwner in Imperial County has to pay $52 more per
S8r in taxes and higher electriscity bills to m'ke up for the Irvine
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3\ The Imperial County Taxpayers Assoc. has distributed a paper 1n
Mhich 1t states its policy. Under item 9, it says the same thlﬂg&fs‘
valif, Taxpayers Assoc, about "will not concern itself with gener
i8sessment matters", THE SWINDLE IS IN THE ASSESSMENTS. YET HERE IT

1s I\N BLACK AND WHITE THAT IT WILL NOT DO ANYTHING ABOUT THIS.

\ Notice that the Imperial County Taxpayers Assoc, claims to be ncn-
xartisan. This is a 1ot of hokum, 95% of the big ranchers are =
aEPUBLICANS. Cliff Hurley who puts out most of the press releases is

} member of the Republican County Central Committ e. He is a real.i§~
?atﬁ broker who if he keeps on the good side of tne big rannhis, w11

2t business frcm them buying and sellingtranghes.S ﬁﬁgt%ggazégcgg s
#lalr Mitchell who claims to be a Democrat. e was the : :

38 196/ Grand Jary WHLCH REFUSED TO INVESTIGATE JOHN BOWMAN AND HIS
Jﬁ \ TARMLAND ASSESSMENTS. Mitohell also deals in ranch rea

: S 5 ‘ by o land
eith Sharp, Neil Fifield, Ralph Cilbert, Ciarles Westmoreland,
5to, eto.hﬁre sgie of the big farmers on the Board of Dl?@°“°§f ;pﬁif
.y.\ The“bigg;g; farmers are too smar; to g(J).lOnI ’hiihgof’??b“e ?)eggleo
the Bt i S Assoc, which is really fcr o :
Q ?})?ngm oL EO My TR TMPERT AT, COUNTY Tz PAYERS ASSOCIATION,
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