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HOTEL BREWSTER,
SAN DIEGO, CAL.

April 4,1907,
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MINUDES
OF THE SSKOIAL GOMMITTES OF THi BOULEVARD COUKITTEL OF LHE
| CHANBSR OF COX “ROK.

ROOK 206 URIUN BUILDIRG
SAR DIKGO, CALIFOKKIA.

X
ATy fa o

August 8, 1906, o ..

3 A meeting o0r the Speoinl Commitvee of the Eoulevard Coumitteo
| of the vhacber of (Oom:erce was held thie day at Room 2U56 Union bSuilad-
( Fens o, Secd.pn and it 2riedd) 42,) * ing, in the City of San Diego, valifomis, at 3 o'clook .:.,
The meeting was oalled to order by ur. X,r.Sorippe,Chairman,
Cnn-‘._. - ng . & 3§ Vit -t 1 T o DR ' B DA 10 1’ r Q;'.O
_ _ _ and upon rolle-oa&ll the following menbers were found to be present:
cotabliagiyont af & fa oo &we & L AV Q7 haen oy aild
e L o ir, E.u.80rippe, Chaircan, ir.J.D.Ypreokels, and ur.’.G.Spalding.
G vl guon, ol e strongest eltizcns o Naan Moo
. ‘ N | Also present Seoretary H.k, Doolittle.
Are da24-roleed 4 a0 4 2 oande S 4 o onthion ‘neific )it iclian.

. Kr, k. ¥. Soripps, oluirman, explaeined that the m-~eting was
and si-ecial rivileges chall coase and sublic sonti-ont 45 ax - sqidisne : . o

9. mphty -ith the ove of o exing the stion of whether or nov tho
atr wer thar orop dn U la A tisudas Yoer i8 4y A o %o i EISTIN 0% SUMIMELAS 119 sunee e

atrike! The irew is hot! Tiuafore wa hor an el and La Jolla boulevard/ the conetruoction or which has been provided ror

definite ro;ly, ard ro-ain, by the issuance of bonds or tle oity or van Jiego, between the inter-
section of India &nd winder streets, and rrospect street, in L& Jollu,
Vary traly soers, sbould bo located along Baltimore street in Morens, ung iulley rorge
avenpe in Amerisan rark, and the extemsion of Valley rorge avenue in
Homelandi Traot/ or whether it should be ‘looatod upon higher éround
S S e b e g 3 "$0 the cast of these etriotn.
Fehele Br, .souppl,oxphinod that the koller-xolothon' people were
commencing thé construstion of their railroad, under the franchise
" grented t0 them by the Common Oounoil of the oity of 3sn Fiego, along
and over Zal¥imore street and Valley Forge avemue; that Beltimore
lthot e8] -100 feet wide, and that Yaliq Forge avenus was 40 feot
wide, and that it wuld be necessary either to increase the width ox
these streets to l4u fees, or locate the bdoulevard upon higher ground

to the east of thecoe streets. 4 generml discussion fllowed.




liow edters =r. kKrvast, rngineer of the :pesokels vompunies,
ard »r, ¥illia- ¢layton, vice -resiaent and Managing vireotvor of
the Spreckels Companies.

~T. E¥vast roported tuat no entimated vthe construction 1 the
road on the high yround rro: the 0ld Town rike to the pses undor the
railr -ad wonld cost $21,000,00, and would boe about one and ono-hulzy

niles longer than the road from the Uld vown ~ike by way of Valley

¥Oorge avenue t0 the puss under the scilrosd, 4+hip estirate of
981,000,007 inoludrd & gruded road s feet wide, but did not inolude
the cost or the right of wecy, and did not inoluie the gost of widen-

ing the dike uorose san iieco river.
The expense or zruding t:e romd 1luu feet wide on the
higher ground/ through & portion of this right of way, as indiouted
on the mmp presented by ar. :varst will de $4160,00 extra. This road
would pass over & portion or the mesa land, Just above lorena sdiition.

¥r. krvast esti ated that the st of tie rosd jJust above Valley rorge

aveme/ graded 1uC feet wide, would cost ;14,700. from saltimore snd
Ing:lf streeto ¢t the orossing undernecth the ruilroad,
| A gemmral discussion followaad.

¥r, “rvast estizated thut the length or tie roud in his

from the 014 Fown ~ike to the pus:: undermeath the ruilromd woula be

abour 4 1/2 miles in length, an: the length of the rosd betwecn the |

same point xmixxdsixx along Valley ¥orge avenue would be abour 3 miles.
ir, Zrvest's csti:ate as to the gruding of Valley Forge ovenue

%8s % the effect that it would require the removal of 201,126 cubic

yards ot dirt, at & cost of sbout §51,050.00, nd that tre matursl

road, 40 feot wide/ over the name roude, would coet between §7,0:7

and 38,000; this % be just sbove the east line of Valley Forge avenue

uheTe nOw loosted, |

on motion duly made and ununimouely -arricd, i1t vas deter.inud

40 be tho scnse oY the comzittee thet the teller-rerckhofi pcople

should either puy £10,0:0.00 to the olty or sSan 1}1050, to be usea

in the construction of the boulevard over some other right of Wy

than Baltimore street and Valley rorge uvenue, Or that the vommon

Gounctl should amend the ordinance grunting the franchise to the
Keller-Xerckhott peoyrle, prohibiting the Xeller-serckhoff people
trom using valley rorge avenue tor the purpous of constructing, or
operatingp or mesintaining, & raiir.sd or reilrmd trucks upon ecid
VYalley Forge avenue, and the sSecretary was instructed to ddvise the

common Counoil of the ity or uvam I'lego to thie effect.



E. W. SCRIFPPS

April 1st to Dec. 1st, West Chester, Butler Co., Ohio
Dec. 1st to April 1st, Miramar, San Diego Co., California

Miramar, Calif., June 13th, 1915.

ir. Ed Fletcher,
920 Eighth St.,
Sen Diego, Calif.
iy dear Fletcher:-

Yours of the 15th inst. at hand.

I am not going to bother to read that new water
law. I have consistently favored the formation of a large water
district for the purpose of developing ell of the available water
gsites in the county, including yours.

Yes, 1 have seen 'essrs. Lippincott and O'Shaugh-
nessy's reports on valuations; but I know enough about both of
these men to make me feel that I would be imposing upon the pub-
lic if I urged the public to place the least bit of value on
their reports. |

I have no means of knowing the value of all of your
properties; I have means of knowing the value of some of them; and,
considering one item that I Xmow of, I should say that ,if the whole
provosition cen be compared with this one, the price that you hold
your property at is at least four times greater than its value,
and perhaps two or three times grealer than could be secured by
the ordinary condemnation praceedings in court. |

I do not want to meddle in the public affairs of
the city any more.
| The fact that you have a large personal interest

in this business would justify your giving time and thought to
it: but I cen see no eerthly reason why I should spend my efforts,

- - gy T

EVS to EF -

my time, and perhaps my money in versonzlly investigating the
subject. |

If you or your neonle thirk it is worth while to get
my oersonal anprovel of your project, there is one way that you
can proceed to do this, and that is. to secure the services of
three citizens of Sen Diego with common sense, proverty interests
in the section, and who are sbove susvnicion, fto take up the whole
subject and investigate it from their ooint of view and meke 2
report. I know that I could nare three men that I could rely on. -

and perhaps the general public would rely on, but I am not so
sure that they would be any more willing to go to the necessary
trouble and expense of investigating then I am.

The method I suggest would be one by which your neople
would be able to dispose of the property at a fair pride. and the
district that would be formed would take over and develop it.

But you know as well as I do, or you ought to, that this
is no time to sell bonds for any irrigation scheme, or,for that
matter, for anything else but some tried and proven long-standing
business affair, such as reilroad companies and great industrial
companies.

After this community's exverience with the Spreckels'
water system, and after all the notoriety and, I think, righteous
condemnation of the'Cuyamaca outfit, I am not going to advise the
public to go into anything that 1 do not think is clean and commin-
sense businesslike.

Yours sincerely,
E. W. SCRIPPS.
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SAN DIRGO, CAT.ITCRIIA, June 22, 1916.

Mr. E. V. Scripps,
Miram:r, Calif.

Ny «ear Xr. Scrires;
I a- ir receint of your~ of June 18th, and
eontuentis noted,

T az much surpriced at veur crinion of Lirpincott. I consider
hiz ore of the best uvn in the Statr cf Caliromia = a man thorouzhly
henest and w'o kunows ':is businessa,

Philir I. Huirroun, selected by the Sta‘e lTailroad Co:mission,
and once Cyief Enginecr. for the Comnivsion, vul & valuation on our
8:5’em of ¥il38,00C ore tan we asked for it. Mr. Harroun was not
asked <o vrlace any value on power, and onl, placed a nominal wvalue i
theracon of £10,000, +%ilc Messrs, Tippincott and O'Staurmessy pluced
a valu~tion of $600,000 on power ulone,

I wrote :ou besause I felt :‘fat ou we:e intercsted, and I
feel (hat it would ve a mistzke and a loss ‘or .ou if vou do ¢t
to some extent keer interested in rublic alfrairs.

Regarding tre ajpointing of a coumiitee te¢ place a valuation
on cur system, will sa_; that Harroun, Lipvincett ani 0'Stauzhne ssy
making valuftions, and the State Railroad Comaission of ficially plac~
ing a valuation on tte rroperty, 1t seems tc m that the irterests
of the city are fully safeguarded. The 3ale of our property could
ret be made without the aprroval of ‘Y State Railroad Co.mission,
and thsy would not arrrove it, withcut making o wvaluation bty their
oW engineers, who c.re test fitted, in my orvirnicn, to make a vulua-
tion, ratler fthan tilree business men who ar. not experienced in that
line of work., However, I slall take tte matter up with lr, Henshaw
ot arn earl:: date.

As to “he sale of bonde, lir. Hensmwr will =zake bon' - i yay.wnt
for his »roperty, cnd 1t sWwuld be an eus: mitter to sell encugh bonds
to develop one or twec of *‘e units that s'ould Yo deveioned first, if
notirg morz was done than to build the Carroll Dam, which is only
eight miles from Linda Vista Lesa, and put water on it, o the first
step. .The total cost uf building tYe Carroll Dam, putting water on
te T.igda Vieta Lesa,and huilding a.pipeline to the University Heights
Reservcir would be less than a million.

7ith bonds issued for a portion of ttre properties that we now
oo, it certainly will be an easy matter to sell a million dollars
worth of bonds under this new law, to do this first developm:nt work,
as suggested above., As a matter of fact, I ave no doubt but what
Mr. Henshaw would take a "alf million of these bhonds. These new
irrigation bonds are gilt-edge, and any bank can accept them as cor

lateral.
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I note rcur 1lust rarapgraph in referenc: to the Cuyvamaca Wa ier
Co. You do me as <reat an injus’'ice s one =~y c¢an 20 snother. Vou
are eartainly not familiar withy ¢t Cuvamaeca Yater s stem and wht
has heen done. I don't make this state ent in 2nger, for I f=el thit
you are not familiar with tre conditionn, and for +that reason I don't
Tasant sour stnteont,

The Cuyaraca a atem waa ahout to fa?l dovm when we purc'msed it.
Nearly 407 of the water tat was tucned into the flume at tye Diverting
Dan wis loat before it reached *the other eni of tle flum at Ta Mesa.

Mr, Murr~y and mysclf pu’ in nearly $800,000 in actual ens» to rehuild the
sys‘em, This does not irclude in*erest. Th: YHoois are onen for Jour in-

"gpection,

Yie rebuilt 292 bridiges, so 28 to carry tre strain of ar addition=l
10,000,000 =illon=, an! relined with» two-pl rubbor-id t%2 antirce flume
for thirtry-~dd miles, a0 tmt todar i* can deliver 22,000,000 <allons
of water %o La Mesa, instead of 12,000,000, In atdition, =ec put in t'e
pipelin~ across Chocolate, whiech eolininated nearly two miles of "l.ume
and a larze trestle over 100 feet high; a asvrhon across th Sec:th TFerk,
whish elivinated an 88€ft. treatle and ne=rly a mile of flume. A% Sand
Creek e *ut in onc ard one=half mniles of s phon, whig) clinianted a
70-ft. trostl~ and nerly 2 mile of flume. Ve raised tYe Diverting Dam
10 feet; ncquired Boulder Cree® and Povetrty Gulch Reserwir aites, a2nd
have done aore work on *oth. We have spent over $150,000 on our dis-
tribvuting =:eten z2lore from Tia Mesa to San Diezo; installed puuping
plants, and today thve flume is in better condition than it was the day
it ves built. Ascordivag to “he thstinony of U, S. Hydraulic Enrcineer
Lee, hafore the State Ruilroad Commission, the leakawze is only a% from
one end of *'e "lur: ‘¢ *'» oth:r when the water is one foot dzep, and
47 when it is eighteen inches in depth.

All this time we Mave not taken in enou~h money even to pay oper-
atin; exrenses, and yet we wmve B%ad the nerve to do it. I has been
the salvation of ths country, ‘or Healion and his English bori-holders
never could or would Yave ‘ione it, &nd ret the poople howl,

I velieve the Railroad Comission will put 4 valuation on our
properties within *the next twc wae¥s., T1 it pleases you, I would like
after that to co out and Yave u talk with vou on the water aituation,
1 wil) be only 2 short time wien the City of Sen Diego will lose for-
ever all water from the Sun TLuis Rey and the Santa Ysabel Rivers, 1f
8an Diego or a district does not take over the Volcan system. This
This is why I am so anxious to ‘nave San Diego *ake some actior nrow,
for just as sure as *he sun riscs and sets, if somet ing is not wone =
and soon - a mutual water company will he forwed whiel will keep San
Diego forever from getting any water from those two sourcoen nhove=-
mentioned. I Have done my west to make reople sce it, »nd my oon=-
science ies absolutely slear that I mve plaryed t)e ane square.

With kind persoral rogards,
Yours wvery truly,



NP V. SCRIFPS

Miramar, Calif.,, June 18th, 1915.

Mr. Ed Fletche?,
920 8th St.,
San Diego, Calif.

My dear Fletcher:-
Yours of the 15th inst. at hand.

I am not going to bother o read that new water law. I
have consistently favored the formation of a large water district
for the purvose of developing all of the available water sites in
thé county, including yours,

Yes, I mve seen lessrs. Lippincott and O0'Shaughnessy's
reports on valuations; dbut I know enough about both of these
men to make me feel that I would be imposing upon the public if I
urged the pudlic to place the least bit of value on their reports.

I have no means of knowing the wvalue of all of your properties;
I 'ave means of knowing the value of some of them; and, considering
one item that I know of, I should say that, if the whole proposition
can be compared with this one, the price thmt you hold your property
at is at least four times greater than its value, and perhaps two or
three times greater tian oou{,‘l\d,q;ej secured by the ordinary condemnation

.-y

- proceedings in courti vt iEa
I do not want to meddle in the public affairs of the city any more.

The fact *hat you lave a large personal interest in this business
would justify your giving time and thought to it; but I can see no
earthly reason why I should spend my effoft¥),) my time, and perhaps my
money in personally investigating tl'f s}l}:g gctg_,. .

ERTIRy S 7 - J s

) If you or your people think it is worth while to get my personal
“@pproval’ ‘ot Four” project, there is one way tmt you can proceed to do
this;, and - the't  1s,” to secure the Bprvices of" three' ¥itizens’of San
“Diego-with commoif sens&; propértd’ interests’ in the sectidn, and’ who
are-above suspicion;,"to’ take~up ;gﬁjyh;s‘mbject',&ﬁ&gin%‘o‘bagaﬁ it .
from’ their-point  of ‘view and ma ke &3 report. ‘I ¥now'that: I could name
~three men that I could rely on, and perhaps the general public would
“rely-on’ rutil-am’ hot”s¢ sure’ that” t1By“would ve any more willing to
*g0° to'the necessary trouble” and’ expense’ of ihvestigating than' I am.

The method I suggest would be one by which your people would be
able to dispose of the property at a fair price, and the district
that would be formed would take over and develop it. But you know as well

ag I do 44, or you ought to, that this is8 no time to sell bonds for
any irrigation Bciame, or, for that mtter, for anything else but some

- overy -
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tried -and proven ‘-‘Eong-s-tandfng~busine'as arfair.“such as“ratlro.ad g W
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Mr. &, 7. Soripps, '
mramr, Calif. |

o EeEY s e 0 o F am dn receipt of yours .of June 18th, ,nnd '

—

After t-is’ communi ty's GxPeriencer with ths Spréckelg!: “C.J4 =7 *©
wa.ter aystem"and'*ai'ter ‘gl -the’ notoriety “ardy “SPrthink; “ é‘!!ge‘olié’
condemnat¥on -of tie Cuydmaca “outfit ***I"arﬁ%at*gom& t‘o"‘adviae A 4 T
pub¥fc to go-into ~an"th1n'g' that: I ay "rmt' think 'ie’"élé'arr*a.na cOrnmoﬁ'*

sense bnaineeslike LLCo8Ce7 fiGLO T8 EREALS '*:A’ it e e ;’ ""“'..;: 5fe KA TRE ) '::~:*" SRR TN | | ‘ D
SI1L K60aJE6 LrINK T+ I8 0LEN MAyIJvw $0 U6y WA L6LEONS T Ak RGN T X T e
T3 J& $rINK I+ 1 s i f - £ R Sk I mlh]l imrlaed at vonr opinion of t.ipptucott.. I mider

Yours sincerely,

%ba Dest.mm in the State of Ou.lifomh - ﬂr_{,ﬂ" t!uranshly
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I rote rour lest raragraph in referenc to the Cuyvamaga Vater
Co. You do me aa sreat an injus ice 28 onc man can do another, You
are gortainly not familinr wit*» ¢t Cuvrarmica inter aystem and what
has deen dene. I don't make this stateent in enger, for I feel thnt
you are not familiar with the conditionn, and for ¢t reason I don't

resant yf'ur statemnt,

: Tha Cuyamaca avstem was about to fall dowmm when we purc'msed it,
Nearly 40% of the water that was turned into the flume at tte Diverting
Da~ was loat defore it reachsd the other eni.of tle flume at La Nesa.-

Mr, Murray and myself put in nearly $800,000 in actual eashto rebdbuild the
system, - 'hds don not 1nclnde 1ntarest. e boekn aro open rw your: in-

motion. L% | ; | _

_ Ve mmt 298 bridcu so as to dn'y th' -‘tmih of an additional
Cy ,.60&.900 zallons, and relined with twoe=ply rn‘bborold the entire flume
. fox w Iiln. so'tat today it can deliver 23 .000 ‘Zallons
 of water to La Heha, instead of 12,000,000, In mnntion. 'we put in t'e
- pipelin- across Chocolats, whigh climinatcd nearly two miles of fl.mc
- and A large trestle over 100 feet high; a syphon across the Bouth York,

“whi clinluhdn _Mt truﬂ.o aull uaﬂy - B nn.o of: f,lm.. At Sand

ua‘:;.-m Mﬁi‘tlns Dam

hﬁ m" '1“'51

weLl0- on bul'* 3=
natalled pump

- Plwits, and today _m;-u-m ttn ‘day -
- 3% was buflt. . Rydrpulic: Ihgénaor
- ‘has, bafoze tia State e 18 ¢ from
-y ? hon gg’m lnrrl.y mn*n&:”tidm' e
= t rvo r and pipe-
~*11ine ‘6ot us in excess. o 50:.0003, ‘- pip
«ﬂi gtm we ave mot taken in even to m ‘oper-
+ and yat we have Mad ! ;:tfm ‘besn

fo TR =holders

-Iﬂm or ths eountry,
_ :Iien‘m or'oud n'n dm lt.

.....
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‘E. W. SCRIPPS
April Ist to December lst, West Chester, Butler Co., Ohio,
December Ist to April Ist, Miramar, San Diego Co., California

Liremor, Calif., June 2%rd, 1919.
Llir, Ed Fletcher,
San Diego, Califormia.
lly deaxr Fletcher:

Yours of June 17th at hand.

As I remember the Fanita Rancn incident, persoanal and public, it was about
as follows:

For several years lirs. Scripps had urged me to buy Los Penasauitos Ranch
so that she could breed horses there. I had Imovn something avout Fanita Ronch
and Arthur Neson, who was acting as an agent for some San Francisco Dank, nad
tried to get me to vuwrchase it. I had offered him {50,000 for it. The Bank
asied $35,000. I had rather made up my mind I would make the pwrchase.

In the midst of these nepgotiations, 2 committee of the Chamber of Cormerce
and the City Cowmcil came to mo and submitted a plan for a City-ovmed water
supply. They stated that they wanted Fanita Rench, but that the San Franecisco
Bank was wwilling to give the City an option to purchase the land because they
woero negotiating with someone else. Of cowrse, I was the someonc else.

This committee told me they could not submit 2 bonding proposition to the
City wless the land to be pwrchased was specified and its price fixed -- in
other words, unless the City had an option.

All this information was a swrprise to me. The committee told me that, not-
withstanding the efforts of the City officials and the Chamber of Cormorce to ieep
their scheme a secret, it had leaked out and one or more parties,-- spoculators
in San Diego -~ were then on their way to San Francisco to purchase the Ranch

from the Bank in order to hold it for a higher price from the City.
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I was not exceedingly anxious to get the Ranch and would not have bLeon rmch
disappointed had someone else bougnt it. However, I preferred that the City
shoula get the vroperty at the lowest possible valuation. I promised the commit-
tee I would buy the Ranch if I could get it, and that I would give the City the
option to take it off my hands at the nrice I paid for it.

I impediately telegraphed Nason, who was in San Francisco, that I wouléd toke
the Ranch and to conclude its pwrchase instantly, before the persons who were on
their way to San Francisco snould get there, and asked him to wire me as soon as
he concluded the deal. Within an howr I was at the Dank of Commerce and had
telegranned the money to Iason at 3an Francisco.

After having gotten the Ranch, I proposed to the City that, instead of buying
the whole Ranch for 35,000., they should only buy so mmuch of it as might actually
be needed for wator storage purposes. I made them two alternative offers -- one,
the whole property for $35,000.; and two, all the land the proposed roservoir
would £lood for J10,000. I forget which one of the propositions was accepted.

I thiniz it was the 10,000 one,

In due time the proposition for bonding the City was presemted to the public.
For the first time my personality entered into a San Diego political campaign.

The San Diego Union opposed the scheme and it was charged that I was trying to
mnload onto the City at an extravagant price the Fanita Ranch property.

it was only after I had made the purchase that I rode over the Ranch and
fownd what it consisted of. It was then I made wp my mind I had made a good buy
and I vegan to regret that I was honor-bound to sell it or any part of it.

The Sw, then edited by Frank Waite, was vigorously supporting the scheme to
jssue bonds and buy the Fanita Ronch., Waite wanted me to malme some statoments
refuting the cherges mede ageinst me, in order to help the bonding campalgn.

Having learmed somothing more about the general situation, I concluded that the

-—

-

(EWS to EF 6/25/19 #3)

Fanita Ranch was not tho best place for a City water reservoir. It was easier for
me to come to this conclusion since I wanted to keop the Lanch.

I remwember that I was glad when the Londing nroposition was defeated, not
only because the Rench was left in my possession, but because I felt it would
heve been a mistake to have a water reservoir situated at the proposed site. OF
cowrse, I did nothing personally or in any other way to aid in the cefeat of the
bonding proposition.

I do not consider that there was anything eithor creditable or discreditable
to myself in the whole transaction. |

I heve never thougnt that Swreclels or the Sprecicels interests did enytaing
vory discreditable in the bond campaign. hile they had personal and pecmiary
interests at stale, they probably had even cetter reasons than I nhad for consider-
ing that the Fanita Ranch damsite was not the best one that could be selected oy
the City. Perhaps the editor of the Union might have been more careful atout
facts ond more cowrteous in his treatmont of me. But as an ed.itor- I have proovably
often been equally umkind in my treatment of antagonists to measures I was sup-
porting.

I have vritten the above from memory. It may be that I have forgotten some
incidents. Ly brother Fred, who actod for me in dealing with the City after oy
f£irst interview with the Committee, might possibly be able to give you & better

account than this of mine.

Yours sincerely,

E. V. Scripps.

ot reviewed by E W S
after dictation

P. S. -- Since my illness of two years ago I have abstained from business

and politics. By advice of my physicians, I am not allowing myself to become
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deeply interested or concerned in any sort of politics except purely nationel

June226, 1919,
matters. I am keeping close to my Ranch and have so far met no one in this

section excepting my friends at the Biological Institution. I am allowed to play

Mr., E.W. Soripps,
with science as much a2s I choose. '

Mirimar, Californic.
I do not even read the local papers or any of my owvn papers. I read only

My deer Mr. Seripps:-

the Los Angeles Times and the llew York Times.

I am in receipt of yours of June
Some day, when you are passing neer liiromar, I would like you to call on me

23d, and contents noted. I certaeinly thank you For
for = personal visit, providing only that you won't talk about local politics.
the information. It confirms the information thot I
B. W. S. heve and I want to give c~edit where it is due. I 2m
ppending & good deal of time and momey in the subjeet
of vater development of San Diego County in order %o
get the informetion accurate and become & public record.
I shell be plecsed to call on you in the near future.
I am more than anxious that you should sece the three con-
ofete dams thet we have built since you left - Murray, Lake
Hodges and San Dieguito, and hope some time of having the
| | !pleasure of teking you. It will only take & Tew howrssd
| I an giving & good deal of my time to roads ot rrescent.
I am takiné Secretary Houston and pvarty to Imperial Velley

shortly. He was deeply interested in fan Diego's aspira-

tions for & transcontinentcl highwvay.

Yours very truly,




24 January 1920

Mr, E. Vie Seripps,
Seripps Building,
San Diego, Calif.

My dear i, Soripps:

Attached hecebo is & copy of an agreement
entered into with the . & Vi Thum Compeny, and
Jemes A, limrray, \im. G. Henshaw =2nd Ed Iletcher,
pertaining to the constructlon of a dam, Or dems, on
the San Diego River about 20 miles away from your

properiye. ‘

I am satisfied my veovle will finance the
construction of a major dam, providing we can
eliminate litigetion. Members of your family own
the Fenita Reneh. Vie are willing to enter into the
same contract with you that we heve with the F &
We Thum Company.

In a few words, it means that in considera-
tion of the ovners of the Fanita Ranch giving their
consent to the construction oi & dam, or dams on the
San Diego River in case there is any damage ocaused
by the construction of these dams, the Viater Commission
of the State of California, if we cannot agree, will
determine what that damege is by arbitration, &nd their
decision will be final and & decree in court may be |
entered. This asgreement to be binding on us, or our
successors and assigns,

fle hope to have your hearty cooperation in £

the early and equitable adjustment in this matter. Ve
shall be glad to pay your attorney for the expense of
passing on this contract, and I believe your early
action in this matter will facilitate the esarly
development of a large supply of additional water for
San Diego County, and with your interests, or the
interests of the owners of the Fanita Ranch protected.
I shall be plessed to talk this matter over with you or
your attorney at any time.

Thanking you for your cooperation in the

matter, I am
Very truly yours,

ERF s KLLL -
gc WeH PORTERFLELY

- =ection Ten, Township 15, South Renge 2 B

B e adinamem ek e b Ll e o L

10 February 1920

Ir. E. V. Sceripps,
Miramer, California.

KMy dear Ir, Scfipps: !

I acknowledygs receirt of your very
agreeaple lettor of Pebruary 6th, &né in reply, :
answering point by voint as brouvght up by youw, will
say : k

The P, & . Thum Comnany contract, 2 covy
of which we sent you, was drawn up by the attornew
of_the F & {i Thum Coureny, and nov 2y suxr attorue%.'
I believe in = general way vouw will Tind thet
9ontract fair. we heve no desirs or intention
in any way, to discourage any other entervrise 'ana
it is perfectly satisfactory te us if the"contéact

- 8pecifies the section in vhieh the deme sre Lo

be built.

A major dam will be built in, or neer
Section Two, Township 14, South Renge 2 &, ¢t ﬁﬁe
head of our flune, about 22 miles shove Ickeside.
The abtove.is on the ilorth FPork of the San Diego
river. A smaller dam will some dsy be built gn the
south Fork of the san Diego river, in, or neer,

-

-

Ty It is not our desire, or intention to

in any way efiect, or destroy the underground water
supply of the Panita Ranch. Ve are & nublic service
corporation, ouxr rates are estahlished"by the Railroad
Commission of the State of Colifornia, and our svstem
can be taken over &t any itime by the city, or an.
irrigation district at & valuation pleced on seme by
the state authorities. :

I am trying to persusde assogiat v
finance, end commence the construc?gon ofoa ggg }g
Section 2, Township 14, South Ruage 2 E by the
1st of April next, and maske & Tive yesr voniraset
with the city to furnish them with surplus weter st
12 gents a thoucand gallons, or any rate thet the
Railroad Commiesion mey make.

The eity ofTicials admit that the cost of
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Tage Two / ‘

overy drop of weter they receive from their impounding
system is 21 cents & thousand gellons delivered &t the
city limite, and some heve seid it is as high as 23 cents,
S0 you see the City is getbing a sauere deal.by the -
proposition. :

1) agree with you that the contraot should not
be transferred without lirs. Scripps' consent, excepting
howevor, in csse we sell to o muanicipality or to a district.
I assume youn would have no obaectior to giving us the
rizht to sell :1thout zetting iirs. feripps! if we should
sell to0 a munieipaliuJ, or to & district. ,

anpraciatz your ressons for not desiring
a dam built =2t the Gorge, &nd there are othsr reasons.
Mo illustrate:. The only possibidity of getting water

on t0 the hich 1ande of M1 Cajon valley anéd perticalarly
the eities ¢ 1Le liese, Lemon Grove and Spring Valley and
that secetion lying westerly to the cify limits is via
Cuyemaesa Viater Conpeny'’s system. The lands around

Is esa, ete. are at an elevation of 600 ft. above sea
level. The Cuycmaca liater Conmany' aysten takes. the
wmater out a% the. WOwest point that it can be diverted |
by previty, snd it is taken thrv the lowest pass neer \
Grogssmont. 4e thet section can only get weter from -
+nis one scurca, and 28.it is glready developed to a
concicdarehls extent, it seoms a crime to sttempt to teke
avraw the surplus waters of Sa2n Diego river from. that
section, whieh mill some day be & part of freater

San Diego.. Am referring particulerly to the town of

La ilesa, and that property lying westerly. : X

-ct-l-l
2

The water will not flow by gravity if |
El Cepiten is. huilt excepting dowm the Sen Diego river i
gor e to the eity, owing to the low elevetion of the e

I do not worry so much about the E1 Cajon = !
valley, hecause nractically every rancher that buys - 1
vater from us also has his oW wells, and over two-thirds '
of the supply of vater of the Il Lajon valley inhebitante
ig recvred hy individval pumpe,.

g B
baar e TR )

e el

Since 3ou.have been awvay, we have bullt
lurrey dam 117 £%. in helght and 900 ft. long; Leke Hodges
dam 157 £t. high fron bedrock and 800 ft. long; elso
san Dieguito dem 60 ft. bigh and 600 ft, long, all concrete :
multiple areh type, and officially accepted by the state
authorities of California. I desire very much to ahOW‘you

P pr———
AR ——

rage Three/

one or all of these dams. A three hours' ride from

your home will chow you the entire oLan Dieguito sysvel,

and give you some idez of whet we &re doing in develop-
ment work in rutting water on lends beiween Del liar znd
Cardiff. Iay I have the pleasure, and at your convenience?

If lx, Lurrsy ie not in & nocsition to pnut
up the money to build & dsm on the 3San Diepo river,
the estimated cosot beinyz (550,000, would you consider
making this loan, and taking as sccwﬁity the eatire .
holdings of th2 Cuyamaca Vater Cecmpeny? An investigation
and valuation placod on our Cuyamace properiiec LY tho
State Fngineer of Californies lasot fall] is ©1.,454,000,
Any loen thet gou mede would be & first mor*"'ve on the
entire prqperty.

e plan to build & multirle arch type of
dam, and I 2m confident we covld complete it by the lst oFf
Jenuery at leest 80 £%. in height, end to the sxtreme
height of 120 feet by ths lst of ilareh, 1921. 1In cther
words, complete it to control the flood waters ol the
next winter's rains.

Ve instrueted omny higshmay enginaser to see yon
in relation to the nr0poheu right of w&y thru lliramar
Ranch. Hove you seen him?

y Your recuest for feneing ic & roessoncble one
and I will personally see that it is granted. Some arrange-
ment should be made &lso by us, tPat i3 satisfactory to yonu,
to leep the roz2d 1to the ™anite Runeh open, 446 you can

rest assured the Highway Commiecion will do it. XKeeping

in mind thet we want to keep down axpensas, will you make
the suL o8tion at the propor tin

tthen yon &re in the mood cometime, have your

-Becretary telephone and let me come oul with my mar and

show you our plane of the dovclopment of the Han Iuwis Zey
and Santa ¥Ysaboel »ivors. Ve have already put 14,000,000
into the projeot. It will eovolop 6,00C horse LOWG of

“eleatricity, and according to U. .. .oc’an;tion cervice

engineers, will deliver 35,000,000 mellons of water daily,
a safe supply covering a thirty year poriod.

Agein I wish tp thank you for your Iriendly
letter, and assure you I fully svprecicte your confidence
and support on any 1egitimate project that means for the
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E. W. SCRIPPS

April Ist to December I1§t, West Chester, Butler Co., Ohio.
December Ist !o‘April Ist, Miramar, San Diego Co., California

)
Bt - ; Miramar, Calif., February 1lsth, 1920,
=tge Tour/ ' Mr. Ed. Fletcher,
San Diego, California.
My dear Fletcher:
Yours of the 10th instant at hand.
development of this county. There is no occasion of a hurry-up on the Fanita Ranch waiver. You will
very Truly:-yours, 'not have to wait any longer for it than a time when you are actually doing
the work which requires it. |
It is my own idea, though entirely an unprofessional one and not based on
Qe - .
;_';-‘:1__ : professional advice, that the unaerground water will rather be increased than
@ @ ne (L/ 7( ’\/)cuffiz 2 LE_..&L . decreased by the building of the dams. Ior instance, I was told by the settlers
e 2 e along the Soledad that, prior to my building my little dam on the Surr branch
and the other sm2ll reservoirs at liramar, there was never any water to be foumd
Fo O I shall be plecsed to get & dreft of the revised along that stream after the rirst of July, Lut that from the time these dams

gonfract thut yowr atborney mey araw wp, &t any time
that suits your coavenience, :

were built water could pe got the year round, either in the stream bed itself
or from shallow wells.

What you say about my furnishing the momey to build one of your proposead
dams migﬁt appeal to me were it not for the fact that the swr-tax on my income
tax is so large that any investment of mine giving me asctual cash income returans
of less than 15% per anmum would not be as good for me as the purchase of any
4% mmicipal bond.

These are times when about the only kind of profitable investments for a
man like myself to make are purely speculative ones -- non-productive lanas or

non-dividend-paying stocks in concerms that have good prospecis.

This income tax and excess profits tax and all theso methods of direct
) | taxation that I was so enthusiastically working for for many years up to 1917

‘ have proved to have been & perfect delusion. They are not making the rich man

g~
TS
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? Doorer or the poor man richer -- but quite the reverse. ) had given lirs. Scripps a few years ago, and which cost $13,000., could be sold for

There are lots of things that I could do and would be doing now (or rather,
that my sons could and would pe doing), were it not for the fact that almost
every way we can vwrn ourselves in order to do something, we come face to face
with some provision of the tax law which makes such proceeainy an actual absurdity.
The only things that I can do that might possibly prove profitable are the very
kind of things that in ordinary times I would consider wmwise from a purely busi-
n2ss point of view.

I am not peeved at the amount or taxes 1 have to pay. But then, I don't teel
tnat even patriovisn snould require that I hunt out and take up with enverprises
which will cause me to pay such an enormous tax as woula make it the part of good
business for me rather to let my capital lie comparatively idle for ten years,
until the vax rate is lowered, either by acts of Congress or by the growing wealth
ana incomes of the people, and thus so greatly distributing the incidefice of the
tax or the numovers paying these taxes as to make it absurd for the govermment to
mairtain the present high rates. |

There was a time in my life, as doubtless there has been in yours, when the
apnual interest on say a $50,000 debt was an important item in an annual budget.
But then the time came soon enough when £3,000 a year was so insignificant an
iten as tc have no importance whatever.,

The irterest which the people of this nation have to pay on 22 billion dollars
of debt a year today 1s relatively a very large sum, but when the wealth and income
of tke cowniry doubles, even if the debt remains at its present figure, the burden
cf thls interest charged against the comntry as a whole will, as you can see, not
be half as great as it is today. And the wealth and income of the country are
growing so rapidly that it will only be a short time when this national debt bwr-
den, relatively speaking, will be cut enormously.

The other day I was told that a plece of property in an Ohio city which 1

$60,000. Vhile she pays a very much smaller rate of income tax than I do, ‘on
figuring out the proposition for her I had to advise that she would do far better
by holding on to the property for an indefinite period of time, having the pros-
pect of its further increasing in value and the probzbility of a great reduction
in the rate of taxation. If I had happened to have retained the ovmership of
this piece of property myself, the tax cost of selling it at a profit would have
been so great as to have made such a sale an abswrdity. The situation would have
been such that, taking the original capital plus the little that would have been
left to me after paying the taxes, I could not have reinvested the money at a
rate that would increase its met yield to me over and abcve the net yiela of the
present rental by more than such an insignificent amount as fto meke it not worth
while to give any attention to the subject at all.

There is another plece of property that some ten years ago I leased for
twenty years at the rate of five percent on a valuation of £40,000. The lease
has ten years to run. But I could probably sell the property now for $200,000.
However, I figure that I will have a better chance if I hold it for another ten
years and then sell for $100,000 thean I would have if I sold it today at the
present probably inflated figwure.

A number of months ago, in answer to one of your letters, I told you that
I would be willing to have you call on me at Liramar some morning which was not
f£illed by an appointment (and I make few appointments). You can find out from
my secretary when I am at libérty, and if you have an howr to invest unprofitably,
you can come out and see me, |

In the matters of the right of way over iliramar, the fencing, and making new
connections with my old road to Fanita, I shall only consider lrs. Scripps' wishes
and interests. She airea&v holds in trust the Fanita Ranch, and will eventually

own Miramar. As it is hardly probable that I shall spend much more time during
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my life at lLiiramer, lirs. Scripps ought to have her own way.

I have already bought the best part of an island on the west coast of rlorida,
together with a nice house, with the idea of having that as a winter resort. I
like socuthern Florida for the winter even better than I do Southern California.
Then too, it will be much nearer my Ohio home. I am just undertaking the build-
ing of a new home place in Ohio that will be much larger than my present residence
there, and more conveniently situested with regard to my various Ohio papers.

So long as my sister lives, I will retain liiramar in my ovn personal posses-
sion, sc that I can frequently be near her and at the same time have a comfortable
place- of my own to live in while here.

I spent two years in the Zast and, notwithstanding my rather serious illness,
because of certain great advantages I enjoyed, I determined that the East was the
nlace for me to live in and that Uhio should continue to be the place of my resi-
dence. It is surprising, when I think of it, to see how much time I have really
spent in California. But I have always felt that I was 1ittle more than a towr-
ist and a temmorary sojouwrner. It seemed that one thing and then another has been
corstantly cccurring to keep me away from home. 1 suppose I have been in some-
thing of the same fix that Herbert Hoover has been in for a good many years past.
He nas alweys Tfelt that he was rot only an American, but & californian, and yet
circumstences have caused him to spend the greater part of the past twenty years
under some other flag then his own.

By the way, 1 met Hoover in Washington two years 8g0 and I liked him exceed-
ingly. Some way or another 1 took it for granted that he was a republican, but
at one of my conferences with a mumper of my editors, 1 told them that whether
Hoover was of owr particular line of politics or not, I felt that he was our best

ﬂ

bet for the Fresidency when Wilson's term expired. If you Republicans, or the
majority of you, are not blind fools, you will make him your candidate. If you

do, I do not think there 1s ome chance in a million that the Democrats can £ind

- m——
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‘ & man whom either I or any other of the many so-called Democratic or Independent-
Democratic newspeper editors will be able to support as egainst Hoover. I obtained
through one of my Washington men a speciel personal interview with Hoover on the
promise that I was to be the only beneticiary of the report and that notking he
said would be published. The result of this interview has been that I find that

in almost every important particular I am compelled tc agree with Hoover's views.

You might argue from this that Hoover's Republicanism might e dcubted. For
my own part I think there 1s rar more occasion to doubt Wilscn's Democracy than

there is Hoover's Republiceanism,

I do not think Republicanism or Democracy mean anything mzch just now, I am
sure there are lots of Republicans who are oetter Jefrersonians than are some of
the most conspicuous of our so-called Democrats.

This appears to be anything but a business letter, aoces it not?

Yours sincerely,
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Februery 24, 1920
(Diet. Peb, 22rd)

" ¥p, B, W, Serippa,

Hiramar, California.

I approeciat your lettor of the 15th,
end enjoyad it very rmch.

Talzing un first the water quastion,
will say thatv 1T you do not use tae waier %O
eny grect extent, your thecory is trne, that the
wndergr ound *:r:f:;e would rather be ineracued Shen
agroasad by nmullding dems, But leob we diseuss
the auwostion of seepege. The Foreno Dam lesks
somethins like £00, CU0 or GOD,ODU gallons overy

o+ hours: ...*.:nei." 3] ue*' only ahbout 200 ,000 gallons;
arrey Dam apout 100 0"‘0 Cr,lloqts and i ..;3. T*m'lf‘es
about 150, 000 soll ons. Those are surince

messuren ..ntu. e rost ol the f‘ean::gre is wholily
problematicel,. DBut thase amounts aras really

..;“bll as compared tc Ghie onerating o0 one M Lap=
inz plant aroand Santee durin the swmer nonths.

i}o itions vary eccording to dam sitbos,
ond for that regson no one can tell uniil 2 denm

ic built ~..:-r1 paertially l.Lllod witix water, and
evon then witn weater percolating only two or
three miles a year uader grav~€l, it takes yearc
1o gt Tinal md accudate figuwres.

I should like to get the agprocnent signed
by you and Irs. Serippa av an early date. I al-
reedy khave the personal ossurance of Ir, I, H.
Timkzen thet the ggreement iz satisfactory, and 1t
will be signed up by him.in & fer days,

. low, &5 regards Ioover: I am very IniCh
interested in what you sey. lHaturally» Johnson is
my first choice. If Hoover, howover 28 & Hepublican
is o candidete, he will give Johnson a run for his
noney evan in the State of Californie. I absolutely
orsrae with you thet there™is Tar more occa¥bon to
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doubt /ilson's Demoeracy than there is to doubt
Hoover's Republicanign, -

Jith your permigsion, I am coning duwv
to discuss motliers in general in o ghort time.
Will Gelerhione your secretory.

LY

- 1N e ')

T gasure you theb es a citizon of San
Diego I fully eepreciste the moany things you have
done in San Diepo Counily for its progress and
covelopment, end I hope that lLiiremex will continue
¢ e your hone as lons as you live.

+ith kind personal resards,

27 fom
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% W. SCRIPPS

April 15t 10 mber 1st, West Chester, Butler Co., Ohio.
December 15t to A]gl‘il Ist, Miramar, San Diego Co., California

iliramoy, Calif., Lpril Z2nd, 1920.

ir, Ed. Fletcher,
san Diego, California,

lly dear Fletcher:

Yours about the Linda Vista oil well project at hand.

I don't want to make any more money. The same reason why I did not want to
buy the bonds you offered me for your dam building project awplies to this case.

I have a lot of land in this neighborhood, the vaiue of which would probavly
be greatly increased if yowr company found oil, gas or water. If I had stock in
the 0il company and you struck it big, the government would take more than two-
thirds of my share of the profits in excess profits tax and income tax. .hat
would be left to me would be more than wiped out .y the increase in local taxes
resulting from increased valuations.

It is a ridiculous situation, isn't it? And yet, I was one of the leaders
in the movement that brought about these direct taxes, and perhaps one of the
most influential persons in the cowntry in producing these conditions.

However, there are a lot of people who are not situated as I am, and I not
only cannot deny them the right to their opportunity, but I ought to wish them
the fruition of all their hopes. Later on, if these people who stand to win
rather than lose by a lucky str_ike should run short of money before you get youwr
well down, so that the whole enterprise is threatened with failure on account of
the shortage, I may be able in that emergency to give them a 1lifs.

I am gding to ask my secretary to telephone you and ask you what is the
present condition of the Hodges reservoir. I noticed yesterday that the water
had backed up to the bridge at Bernardo. Really, how much water does that mean
you have impounded. I also noted that farther up there was still a good stream
flowing in Bornardo Creek,.

Then I want to know if you have finally concluded your contract to deliver
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water to the City, and if so, when you and the City expect to have the pipe-line
laid. Are you going to bring the water into La Jolla west of the high ridge or

east of it?
I offered Crandall, of the Scripps Institution, to build $50,000 worth more

of cottages there last year, but he told me it would be no good because there
woulda not be enouzh water. There has a great demand sprung up among scientific
men in the Rast for cottaze and laboratory accommodations at owr institution.
Almost éaily we are receiving letters from the different colleges and_universities
inguiring zbout accommodations.

The time has .come, I am sure, when it would pay to build a seaside hotel
near thae beach on the Rose land south of the Station. Of course, college pro-
ressors and scientific men generally have small salaries and could not afford to
ratronize 2 high-priced hotel such as you built at Pel lilar.

1 imegine that hardly anybody in San Diego has any idea how famous owr little
biolozical entercrise has become and in what high esteem scientific men all over
this cowmntry and in Surope hold owr staff.

/ Ly sister Ellen has spoken to me about making an appropriation for the im-
provement of Torrey Pines park. She tainks of building roads and paths and also
putting up 2 pavilion there where a caretaker could live and where patrons of the
park could get refresoments.

I want more land for the Biological Station. Beside the 170 acres that we
got from the City some jyears ago, I purchased and set aside for the use of the
jnstitution 40 acres. 1 have suggested to my sister and Capt. Crandall of the
Station, that in consideration of my gsister's furnishing the money for improving
Torrey Pines park and pernaps deeding {-mediately to the City some 200 acres she
owms there, the City mignt give to the University a lot of land approximately

equal in acreage, or at least in value, %o the Torrey Pines land held by my sis-

ter. I have sucgested that this land may be eventually used es a scientific

botanical garden.
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For several years I have been corresponding with the psychologist Prof.
Yerkes, wno has been stuwdying apes. Ile wants to pet a location of come twenty

to forty acres of land in Southern California, and money encugh to populate it

with apes. I hove offered him some assistance in the w2y of procwring land and

supplying the money.

iy sister has also proposed to give the llatwral History Society of Zan Diego
$100,000 for developing their work. As this is pwrely scicntific and biological
work, I have thought their building ané collection might vetter be located a2t tle
Biologicel Station than at Balboa Park. There would be two advantages in adopting
this course: first, there is no doubt but what the University would soon enougn
follow the institution, and neither have I any doubt but that we coulc get special
appropriations frém the State Legislature on this accowmt, just as we now do for
the Scripps Institution; and second, if I could get the whole business bunched
and could pet more land, I and my children after me wouwld be strongly inclined to

continue developing the institution as a whole.

During the past twelve months I have twrned over to Ritter and his associates,
for scientific work, something over {40,000 over and zbove the usual contributicns

which my sister and I make,

There were something like 18,000 visitors to the Biological museun ana statim
during the year 1919, This fact alone indicates some of the possibilities for 2
notel and for 2 general fwther extension of the scientific institution.

You sce, I am much more interested these days in spending money than in making
it.

"he other day Ritter was speaking to me about youw and he showed that he felt
you were a man of sufficient breadth of mind and vision to be able to understand
the value to a cormmmity like owrs and to the nation at large of a progressive
outlook on things.

se have never yet been able to procure the appointment of a local regent to

the University. e did not have the political pull.



Just as I was writing the foregoing, it occwurred to me thot you might have
voth the necessary rolitical pull anc the inclination to get for yowrself the
appointment as a resent and adopt as yowr particular care owr institution. There
would be no call on you or expectation of receiving from you, either directly or
indairectly, any financial aid. |

but such an institution as this needas something more than money or even
scientific mon., It needs the ;'.ooperaticn of practical pushing men of local pride
and infligence.

Think some of these things over, ir. Fletcher, and see if you caﬁnot, without
tco ¢reat inconvenience to yowrself, co something to put San Diego not only on

man of the United States, but on the map of the worla. At present the fowr

b.
wll

O

293t comsnicuous scientific capitals of the world are ilionaco, llaples, Woods Eole

(liass.) and La Jolla. La Jolla is the last comer, of course.

I si;med the right-of-way agreenent for the road for yowr commission the
other day.

The pore I thixnic of that other proposition a2bout yowr San Diego River water
project, the less inciined I fcel to hwrry up in the matter. I lmow thils is an

wm-racicus wey to terninate such a letter as I have written you, vut I think you

s
are ecntitled to candore.
Yours sincerely,

E. V. SCRIPPS.

™~
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Mireamar, Calif,, April 2, 1920,

Mr. Ed Fletocher,
San Diego, California.

IIy dear Fletocher:

| Youre zbout the Linda Viste o0il well rroject &t
hend, I don't want to meke any more money. The seme reason
why I did not want to buy the bonds you offered me for your
dem building project applies to this osase.

I heve a lot of land in this neighborhood, the
value oI which wionld probably be greatly increased if your
compaay found oil, gas or water. If I had stoek in the oil
company and you strucik it big, the roverunment would t2ke more
than two-thirds of my shere of ihe nrofite in excees profits
tax and inoome tax. What would be left to me wouli be more
than wined ocut by the increase in locel texes reg¢ulting from
inereased valuations.

1t ie & ridiculous situation, isn't it? And vet,
I was one of the loaders in the movament that broveht ebout
these direct taxes, and perhavs one of the most inFiuentisl
persons in the country in »roducins these coniitions. |

Hovever, there are a lot of weople who are not
gltueted as I am, 2nd I not only cannos deny thenm the right
to their opportunity, vut I ousht Ho wich them the Fruition
of all their hopss., Tater on, if those veople who stand to
win rather than lose by & lueky strile should run short of
money before you get your well down, so thet the whole
enterprise is threetened with failure con account of the
shortoge, I mey be able in thet emergoney %o give them & 1lift,

1 am zoing To 2tk my seeretary Ho telephone you

and ask you what iz the presant condition of %he Hodges reservoir

I noticed yeoterday that the w2ter ad hacled up to the bridge
&t Bernardo. R2slly, how much weter does thut mean you have
lmpounded. I 2180 noted that Tsrtrer up there was still a good
stream Tlowing in Rernardio Crsek.

Then I want to know if you have 2inally conecluded
your controot to deliver woter to the City, and 1T 80, when you
end the Clty expect to have the ovive-line laid. .aire you going
to bring the water into Ia Jells west of the hAizh ridge or
eset of 1t°

I offered Crandall, of the Seripps Institution, to
build $5650,000 worth more of cottages trere lent year, but he
told me it would be no good becsuec there would not be enough
water. There has & cwyeat demand Sprurgz up anong scientific
men in the East for cottage and laboratory sccommodations at
our institution. Aalmost duily we ore roceiving lotters from

:
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the different colleges and universities inquiring about
accommodations,

The time has come, I am sure, when it would pay
0 build a seaside hotel near the beach on the Rossland
south of the Station. Of course, college professors and
seientific men generally have sm&ll salaries and could not
arfford to petronize & high-priced hotel such as you built at
Dl llarx.

I imegine that hardly anybody in San Diego has
any idea how famous our little biological enterprise has
become and in what high esteem scientific men all over
this comntry and in Europe hold our staff.

liy sister Ellen has spoken to me 2bout making
an appropriation for the improvement of Torrey Plnes park,
She +thinkxs of building roeds and paths and also putting
up & pavilion there where & caretaker could live and where
patrons of the park could get refreshments.

I want more land for the Biologicel Statioh.
Baside the 170 aoree that we got from the City some years
ago, 1 purchased and set aside for the use of the institution
40 aores. I have suggested to my sister and Capt. Crandall
of the Station, that in consideration of my sister'e furnish-
ing the money for improving Torrey Pim s park and perhaps
deeding immediately to the City some 200 secres she owns there,
the City might give to the University a lot of land approxi-
metely equal in aoreage, or at least in value, to the Torrey
Pines land held by my s)ster. I have suggested that this land
may be eventually used as a sscientific botanical garden.

For several years I have been corresponding with
the psychologist Prof. Yerkes, who has been studying apes. He
wante to got a location on some twenty to forty acres of land
in Southern California, and money enough to populate it with
apes., I have offered him some assistance in the way of pro-
curing land and supplying the money.

1y sister has also proposed to give the Natwml
History Society of Sen Diego $100,000 for developing their

work, As this is purely seientific and biological work, I have

thought their buildings and collection might be better located
at the Biological Station than at Balboa Park. There would be
two advantages in adopting this course: <first, there is no
doubt but what the University would soon enough follow the
institution, and neither have I-any doubt but that we sould
get special appropriations from the State Legislature on this
ageount, Just as we now do for the Soripps Institution; and

gsecond, if I could get the whole business bunched and ocould get
more land, I and my children after me would be mtrongly inolined

to ocontinue developing the institution as a whole,

r—
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During the past twelve months T heve turn
: ed over
to Ritter and his associates, Tor scientific work, somethizg

over #,000 over end sbove the ususa
sister and I make ., 1 contributions which my

There were something like 18,000 visitors +
the Biological museum and station during %he year 1919, oThis
fact alone indicates some of the posgibilities for & hotel

and for a general further extensi
institution. ension of the seientifio

You see, I am much more interested thes
in Bpending money thén in making i%. e

The other day Ritter was spesking to me
Jou and he showed that he felt you werepa ma:gof suffigggﬁt'
breadth of mind and vision to be able to understand the vzlue
to a community like ours and to the nation at large of s
brogressive outlook on things, -

Wle have never yet been able to procure the
approintment of a local regent to the Univers
have the political pull, SRS - Mo

| Just as I was writing the foregoing. it 0
to me that you might have -both ths neoessarg'po%itioaloggi§ed

and the ineclination to get for yourself the a

ppointment as
& regent and adopt a8 your particular ocare our institution.
There would be no call on you or expectation of receiving
from you, either directly or indirectly, any finencial aid.

But such an institution as this needs s
more than money or even scientific men. It needs th:mething

cooperation of practieal pushi
influence. . P ng men of local pride and

Think some of these things over Kr.
and see if you cannot, without too gggat inoénvonifiggoggr’
yourself, do something to put San Diego not only on the
map of the United States, but on the map of the world. At
present the four most conspiouous Solentific capitals of the
world are Monaeco, Naples, VWoods Hole (lMass.) and Ia Jolla,
La Jolla is the last comer, of course. )

Yours sinoerely,

(Signed) E. W. SCRIPPS

Not reviewed by E.W.S.

after diotation
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e Ee Ve Soripps,
lLilramiy, California,

Ly dear m?. soripps:

I heve enjoyed reading your leotter of
April 24, which my office brought up to the sanitorium
for me the firet of the week. I will answer 1t pubject
by subjeot. :

TAXATION:s You did & magnificent thing
for thie country in bringing sbout. by your influence
and sssistance, the oxcess profit and income tax. You
forgot to mention the inheritence vtax. It is a step
in the right diroction. Twonty yoars ago we looked up
to as the smartoct men of the country, men who had a
rigzht to do 1%, if they could get away with 1%, to take
raw propeorty, 88y &t a cost of {100,000, bond and develop
it and make a few hundred thousand out of 1¢. This
appliecd to multimillionattes like Harriman, who wrecked
and bullt up trans-gontinental highways and trsns-conti-
nontal roads, and for profit. The poor man of this
country ies too well educated, and will not stend it longer.
The direcet tax, particularly on the moneyed men, is the .
only thing thet will save this country from & revolution.
In Californila the inhoritance tax ie as high as 257 -
in Arizona l%. That is why E., H. Timken ic putting no
further investmonte in Calif ornia. but large inveatments
in Arizona.

I think it 45 only a qnestion of time vhen, thru
orderly methods, our Govermment, omx State or County will,
afid should take away from people property at a valuation
put on 1t by the state sauthorities and cell it on long
time payments, and at low rates of interost - whore the
land is lying in idleness and vhere the mon has more
land than ho ie ontitled to. A 1limit will be fixed some
day as to a man's holdinge. Ve have only gone & ptop
along thote lines. The State of Californis is vory euwe-
cossfully colonizing lands, and thru the last /ict of
Logislature sppropriated money, have bought lands, fitted
people up with everything from a houso and barn to a
blooded cow ani chickens, and sold on twonty yoars' time.
Bagk to tho farm for = lotrof these poor ohaps vho are
working for {100 a month and aupporting o wifo and
ohildren today,.



rage Two/ " He ile Seripps

PURCHASE OF STOCX = LIUDA VISTA OIL COLiPANNY:
I know Jus¥® how youm foel. You have no decire 10r more
noney, ani to toll you the truth < neither have I onoce.
I can eomplete the objeet of my 1life - the sale of our
vater development to & vater district - the pecople.
Three geologists have spproved the loeation &s the most
likely site in 5an Diego Countye. I have investigated
and found that good business men are at tho head of it
and they need encoursgement. \ihether you put up 5,000,
$25600 oxr 1,000, the very faot, when known, that D. V.
seripps, the largest land owvmex within the district has
done something, adds so mush to oconfidence in the project,
it makes it easier to finance, 8nd I think you should
at least, do gomething, pvarticularly zs you have such
large interests, and people will surely misunderstand
you if you refure to do anything. :

WATER DEVELOFNENT ¢ 2 Lake Hodges is almest
90 ft. and baocked up ocuite a distance oast of the bridge.
iie have between fowr and five billion gallons which we
have impounded this peacon, as compared to abount one and
one~half billion in the Cuysmeca, and if my information is
correct, two and one~hal?¥ billion in the c¢ity’s whole system,
Hodges has the advantage in that the evaporation losses are
only 42 inches as against 68 inches at Barrett. To put it
in plain language, we have thie year a net safe yield which
we will be able to deliver, of nearly four billion gallons.
The eity's net safe yield, taking into consideration evapora-
tion losses and transmission losses, is about ono and one-=holf
billion, or, they are epproximately two billion gallone shy
of 2 yoar's suprly baced on concumption for 1919. I shall
be #lad to send you the exmet figures if desired.

The contract is all signed up with the oity for the |
construction of the pive line, Del ilaxr to La Jolla. Con- \

tracts for the nipe have been lot, and the work ie on the
vay. I will have twelve miles of pipe line built, two .
resorvoire built and ready to deliver water into La Jolla ' ,
in less than five months, | WLE.

Thero ic no reason why you chould not go ahead buillding
eny houses &t the Biological Station that you desire, orx
any improvements that you desire, for the water will be
pumped to the top of Torrey Pines Hille at an elevation of
426 £t. and will {low by gravity into University Helshte
resorvoir. You will have as good pressure &s any in 2
sen Diego Citye.
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The, »ipe 1line will Pollow tho paved highwey 211 the
vay from Torrey Pines dropping into the flat junt eact of-
the Biologleal Station and easct of the reved hishvay. You
can find tho stalkes on the ground now. ;

It ie a wonderful work thot vou have done, and
are doing, not alone for San Diogo County, but for the sStete
of California, I resent the eriticisms thet have been
heayed by the opposition on you, and your associate, L.
forterfield. Outside of the buildins of the organ, I would
1ike to know of one thing that Ir. Spreckels hos cver
gubsoribed to t' &t has not been given &c 2 matter of volicy
with his large buciness interests, while anything you . ive
is not for any bucinese intereets or rossibility of
remuneration. To Sprockels it means everythingy -« the
good will of the people, and yet mark me, I say sireckels
has dono more for this towm than any man living, but it
is more from & commereial spirit, while witk you and rouy
sister, it comes entirely from & big hesart, desiring to
do good, not alone .to the City and County, btut to the
nation and world. I refer particulsrly to the Biolo, ie=l
Station. I am in touch with lLr. Crandall, I hove inovm .
Ritter Tor many years, and meny othor members of the )
Institute, and I am very much interected, and am cooprrs ting
with them in every wvaye. -

Your plan of a seaside hotel io o dandy, and we will
have the water there long before you ever e=n do much buildine,

LISS TLLEN SCRIPPS: Ifiss Serippe hes probubly
done more than any 1iving woman in San Diego for sSon Uie;-0.
Her plon of improving the Torrey Pines narl: is o dandy. I
am in clote touch with the eity munsger, and heve friende
in cowrt, vo as far as my influonce goes, I chall be misrhty
glad to assiet yom in any exchanpe. Pleste write me an
informal letter giving & legal deseription of the land whieh
ldoo Seripps will deed to the eity, and =« logal deceription
of the land that you want from the eity, ond lot me feel
out tho situntion firet, so thet it will po thru without
8 oriticism or hiteh. The University will certninly nood
a lot of land. It would be one of the ctar attractions to
heve Frof. Yerkes with & good real fumily of epes. Go %o §iHl
Certainly if lies Seripps gives {100,000 to & Intursl
History Soolety, she should have tho cay se to whore the
building and collection should be located.

REGENT STATE UNIV REIT: I had & hel? hour'r
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conference with Governor Stephens on this subjeot. I

appregiate your suggestion, Lut it is not poliecy for me to bo
a regent of the Univorsity, however, I think that I can give
you some #ood news in the near futwre. I have no authority

for making the statemont, but would you considexr the

appointment, and if not, whom would yow prefer, living in
san Diego. Julius &.angenhoim wae very anxious to get an
appointment. ihat do you think of Goorge lisrston? There

is zoing to be one more vacaney. I would like to discuss

this matter with you when I am on my feet again.

SAIl DIEGQO RIVER PROZO8ITVION: Thore i no
reaeon in the world vwhy you chould not sign up some
agreement, andi soon. Ve are eigning up an sgreement now
with the Timken proportles, the same that we signed up
with the Thum'e, with one exception, ie: iccording to the
terms of the Thum agreement, they must leave the guestion
of damage to the State iater Commission of California;
under the Timken agreement, Timken hae theo option of going
elther vo the courts or the watexr commission. Will you
please 1nstruct lir, Harper to csll on me st an early date
at the iynew Sanitarium and let me discuss: this matter
with him, for we want some actlion. Already over fifteen
of the emaller propexrty owners have signified an intention
%o sign the sume agreement a8s has been signed by the Thum
Srothers.

I wich to assure you: that I consider it an
honor to have your confidence and friendship. As & young
man I did many foolish, impulsive.things, but with
recponsibility has come perhaps a larger degree of wood
Judgment, for I have been very successful and my dreams
are ooming true. Vithout the assistance of good friends
1ike you,.this could not be.

I am getting along nicely, and was very

plecsed %o lesrn today that the man who csusced the aceident

has admitted that the fault was ontirely his. I never head
any sense of fear thru it all, and my one worry was for

my friend, Eomans, the State Forester, and I thank the Lord
ho is showing signe of improvomont and will probably be out

on hie feet apnin within the next oix or eight weeks. It

will be at lesst five or eix weeoke before they will be eble

to move me from the hospital.

tidth kindeot personal rogerds, I am
Vory cincerely yours,

5y . -7
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"RESOLUTIONS"~ To the "COMMITTEE of THIRTY".

The San Diego Sun

Established 1881

San Diego, California,
April 27, 1920.

- - -~

| GENTLEMEN ;
| Your special committe, appointed to
investigate and report on a comprehensive plan

for water development for this region, do re-
spectfully report the following resolutions:

Resolved: (1) That it is the sense of this
committee that a municipal water district be
created.

(2) That the boundaries of the pro-
posed district be approximately as indicated
by accompaning map attached, the sub-districts
being indicated by the letters "A.,O ..

(3) We recommend that a committee
of the "Committee of Thirty"™ be appointed to
meet as.soon as possible, with the lMayor, the
Common Couneil, and the water Commias:lon of the
cify of San Diego and the Water Committe of
the Chamber of Commeroe, and with the proper
officials of the other various incorporated
cities and €owne within the proposed district,
with a view to. the emplgyment of a water supply
engineer to fix the legal boundaries of the pro-
posed district, and far the further purpose of
putting in oirculation the petitions for the
calling of the election of said distriect.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES G. SCRIPPS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

W H. PORTERFIELD
PRESIDENT

GEO.H. THOMAS
EDITOR

W S DAYTON
BUSINESS MANAGER




san Diego, California
lovember 29, 1920

irse e lie Soripps,
idramar, California.

Ly dear Ixs. Soripps:

A8 you are probably sware, the business

men 01 this e6ity are forming a Community Vielfare Couneil .

with the idea of cystematioc support of the charsiids of
thiec eity thru the budget system. The funds-will be
aprortioned 1o the organizations piven on the enclosed
list. s«pproximetely 176,000 will be needed to

proverly maintain the tuentJ-ono eharitios montvicned
in this list,

I am & member of the committes sollciting
fundes Tox this purcose. Tho Cormittee has arbitrarily
detormined uovon the sum vhich they hove you cen see
your wey clear to subsoribe, the sum being $2,000,00.
It ic owr iden to reise the Lirst 100,000 from the
large subseriboro, snd the balaneco in Lmall amounts.
It way be-your wish $0 glve more, or loss. lie hope
you will be as liboral as you feel you ean be.

I 1nulosa sudderiviion hlanlz and weould
appreciuate it iT poun would sign sums and nall to mo
what subeeripvbtion vou Tea2l thut Fou cun uZfoxd <o
glvo. In maokin: this svbserintion o the Community
Velfsre Countil, you are baing rolieved ol the
necésaitr of beinh ¢alled upon by uny of the
charisiess a- Lbioaed Tor fursher czbuorluﬁions. llany
of the lsrber citiee in the Z=st have vory fuvacess-—
iully handled thelr charitiecs in this way.

Hooiny: %6 huve sn e rly roply, cad-for- . ...
your heerty ccoreration. I sm

Very slincorely vowrs,

- -
MA. .---L-

- - et S

- § Tw—y .w

- i W ¥ r » ’
SOSLTE T R . el T
A VR L ¥ el el
~m P B i L ""1&-&-‘—"'} e B
- -

san Diego, Calif.,
Degember 10, 1920,

lirs. i, \ie ®eripps,
Miramar, California.

Degar liadam:

The committee has asiied me to mulke
a finel report on the 17%th of thic month in the
rmatter of the "Community Chest" fund for this
coming year. .

As you know, & strong or-anizstion
of men and women have taken up, in =& eyatenatic way,
the auection of thoe budget crsten for the treniy-one
charities in thie city. In my opinion it iz a step
in the »i:ht dire etion, makin; our cubseriptions
in one sum inotead of promiseuona ziving. It savoec
us & lot of bhother, ani we osn feol that the noney
is beins huéndled by men &ni women who hove, ond
will give the time toward ceeinyg that the wmoney ic
properly expendeod.

I hope before ilonday to reeccive yrour
subsoription for whatever sum you eere %o pive, thet
I may make my final report as reruvected hy the
committes. e are still far behind in gotting
the necessary subscoriptioans, and hore youw will moke

‘your gift as liberal ar pousible.

Iours very sincerely,

BPF KLU



San Diego, Celif,.,
Dogember 18, 1920

iy dear iirs. Scripps:
I aockoonledge reocipt of yohr.oheok for
3800,00 Yor the "Community Chest"”, and assure
vou anue 1o approciated, both by the committee
and myoell poranontllye.
I .00 e SOripps is im good noalth
5 will you kindly extend to him my rersonal

regords: .,

Ve cineexely,

Yre. F. Ve 2CTILPDS,
Hraney, Co1lif.
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