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BOO~ 106 UDIOB BUILDING 

SAl lll~GO, UA !.IJ.tORBIA. 

Ausuat a, 1vas, ~ 

. .. 

£ ••tiq o:t 1i'be Speoial Comm1t1ee of the boulevard COl!tllitteo 

of 1;be J:bambll .. af oouu:.erae w • bald· thie 4&7 at Room 205 Union .ouild-

ina, in the Oit7 ot BID Dies~. ual1fcm1a, at 3 o• olook ? . ?!. . 

!rhe ••tima •• oalled to or4•r by vz. k . r. . sonpps,Ohairman. 

ellA upoa nll•oall the tollowiDS meiLbe:ra were toun4 to be present : 

u. l:.r..&oa-ippe, Ohail'lnan, Mr. J .D.~pnakels. and ur. ! .• G.Spaldi~ • 

.Al1o pn••• &eon,uy H.:t. Doo11t'tle. 

Hr. J!:. \\'. sor1pps, o1JM1rman, explair.cl that the m"oting waa 

fll' "he PV.POM ot a omsitel'ing ~he que tion ot "hether or noli tho 
La .Jolla b0ulen:r4/ tbe ooJletruoti on ot wh1oh haa been provide a. tor 

bJ ~he i11•unee of banda ot t 18 oi 'ty or tJ811 lie go, between the intor-

IIOtioa of ID41a ant winder etreets, and ~roapeot treet, in La Joll u, 

~'ul4. 'o looa'ta4 alOJlS Baltimore sweet in Morena, tlM '4-uley ~ orge -aw"'e iJl AM:riWaD .rark, and the eX'Cellaion ot' Valley ~orga avenue in 

!l laDi !not/ or whetbez- it •ho1ll4 b loo tod upon higher ground 

· to the oaat ot tbeee av•eta. 

ur. Sol'1tP• .explaine4 that the x.eller•KeRkhon· people era 
• 

ciommenoi q .;11e · ooutruti on or th. 1r n. 11z-o '• under· the f:ranohise 

on ·OOUD01l ·of tu oiv of ·san ~i so, along 
• • 

· U OY • . ·. on atreet anA l&l'ler. l'orge nh 1 t ' . . . . 
:. 1tnet . ~ 1. ·100 fa et w14e, an4 .that 'Y&U ro~ e aft . . 
·wlu, that it 11l4 be neo••RI7 · •$.~ to 1 a ..... 

' 

l ... • .••••• to l.tu fHt, o~ 1---•• ' ou-. roun 

to the •••' ot t • a ••'•· .A • al IS • 



liow eJltere .... r • .l';rvaot, ~inoer ot tm :-.. p.~tolceltt ~omr.:1niaa, 

and ;.~. rt1111a."":. \ilayton, v ioo J: reu1den1: and ttnn&.Ging :Ui:reo,;ol~ of 

the SpNO.kels Comp¥n1ee .. 

::r .. ~•vaa-c roported 't.ua't .no eut1ma'ted 'the oonstruct1\>!l .; l' tho 

ro on 't high !)%Ount rro~ the Old '.l.'O n .:,ike to tlu: pttau 'md or the 

ra1lr Ja4 olll4 oout ;211 \J Jv. JO , o.nd would bo abOut ono nnd ono-hul:r 
u.iles lonser that th ro &d trom the .Jld ·~.·own •ilce by- r.ay of Vnl ! oj· 

~21,c2o .c~ 1Dolu4~4 a gxaiea rood ~u ~eet wi de, but d14 not include 
'he ooa1; or 'th right o~ n&~, nnd did no't inol tuie t lB ooa t of \7 i aen-

illg the 41ke &ttOrottD 5811 .iJioso river. 
!he P.Xpenae or gD&ding t :~ r au 4 l~t:· i"eet \Y1du on t m 

1gh r ptOUD4/ -c:tzrough ts .POrtion o1' thlli right o~ wu:;, uo 1nd1outod 
on thll p p~aente4 b;y ~. ~varat will be ~4l6o . oo extra. Thio rood 

wou14 :paas o~er f Orti on or the me so. 1tUld, ~utrt above ! .. orona .A<lui t ion . 
• l$rtaat es'ti at 4 that t m oo et o:t tu~ rotr.d just above Valley 1· ore;e 

aTerme/ ~eAed l uc feot wicie, wollld oo ttt ~14, 7 ~0 . floc ,!j&l t i.tuorc &nd 

IDs1~U et:r e'to t the oroasaing unde:.rnec~h the ruilroad. 
A pm zs1 dieauaion ro llow-.&i. 

!a. uva•'t eati'i.fited. tbs t the leDgth ·) :! tl:e roa~.d in hitS ---
from tbe 01 :fown -"ike to tba P£Ut> nnoemeath the xuilroud would. bo 

bOur 4- 1/2 =Slea 1n length, ~ tbe lcJ2Ph o%' the road between tho 

point a•••>ia••• alone Valley B-orsa r.venue would be abour ~ miloa. 

• zrwan• cat~:-.ate aa to tho gn41Jsg of Val l ey Borge c.venue 
-m the effeot that 1t ould :require the r moval of 201.126 oub1o 

-z.z ot 1n. at n cost or about ~5l, uJo . oo, and ·that t :-..e Daturul 

ro v :teot ide/ err r the nane rode,. woUld· oo•t 
1a to be 3uat Kbove t~ a~ t line 01. valle;, i 'o:rse avenue 

• 

•• 

, 

.•· 

. 
"' 
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· .. , I 

1 . 1od it \ .. tut deter.:...inuct Qn mot1 Oll duly mudo Wld untJ.JlimOU& 1 · .. arr t ' 

to be tho sonae or tbe c on1m1ttue that tu 1-eller-Y..erck:ho:fi' :fOOple 

oit .., ,. on"' +e.ie ··o to be used ahould e 1 thor !'UY ~10 , o . :~ . o:.; to the Y 0 • ;,~A-U> ~ ts ' 

ir. t he oonotruot:i on o:t tho b oulev~rd over aome other r 1gb.t of w..-y 

than Baltimoro &troet and valloy .Z:orge tlvonue, or that the uommon 
council should amend the ord1nonoe grunting tba franubiBe to the 

xeller-Korokhoff peo~lo, p~ohtbiti ng the Keller•Aerokhotf people 
1'rom using vall 1 FOrge avenue tor the p~poue of o onstructing, or 

--.iir . FJd or ra11r .sd 'tl\ioka upon ~: :10. ope~ting; or mMintain1ng, a ·-
Valley ro:rs• a"renue, ann the oearetary was instructed t o Advise tbe 

common oounoil or tl;e city o:r tlnn r ieso to thie er:reot. 

-a 
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E. W'. SCRIPPS 
April I st to Dec. 1st. West Chester. Butler Co.. Ohio 
Dec. lst to April I st. Miramar. Sen Dieto Co.. California 

!Jr. Ed Fletcher, 
920 Eighth St., 

Sen Diego, Calif. 

I.ry dear Fletcher:-

n· ca1·r . ~.1ra1nar , 1 • , ,Tune 18th, 1915 • 

Yours of the 15th inst. at hand. 
I am not going to bother to read that new water 

law. I have consistently favore(l ~he formation of a large water 
district for the purpose of developing all of the available water 
sites in the county, including yours. 

Yes, I have seen r~ressrs. Lippincott . and O'Shaugh-

nessy's reports on valuations; but I know enough about both of 
these men to make me feel that I \Tould be .imposing upon the pub-
lic if I urged the public to place the least bit of value on 

their reports. 
I have no means of knowing the value of all of your 

properties; I have me ens of lmowing tbe value of some of them; and, 
considering one item that I know of, I should say that,if the whole 
proposition ce.n be compared with this one, tl:e price that you hold 
your property at is at least four times greater than its value, 

and perhaps two or three times greater than could be secured by 

the ordinary condemnation prGceedings in court. 
I do not want to meddle in the public affairs of 

the ·city any more. 
I 

The fact that you have a large personal interest 

in this business would justify your giving time and thought to 
it; but I can see no earthly reason why I Should spend my efforts, 

• . 

E\'/S to EF • 

my time , and perlt::!!)S mu n1oney 1· 11 ~Jerson ..... ~lly · t · t · tl - T ~ 1nves 1ee. 1IJ8" .1e 

subject. 
If you or .. ~'our 1 .v r>eop e t'hi r~k it in ~·1orth ~vl,ile to rret 0 

my personal a1)provel of yonr pro jcc t, t!!ere is one way that you 
can proceed to do this~ and t'hn.t is. to secure the services of 
three c_i tizens of Sen Diego with co1nmon sense, property interests 
in the section, and wl1o are above suspicion, to take up the ~vhole 
subject and investigate it from their point of view and make a 
report. I lmow that I could l1a!!:e t1rree men that I could rely on .. . · 

and perhaps tlte general public would rely on, but I am not so 
sure that they would be any more willing to go to the necessary 
trouble end expense of investigating then I am. 

The method I suggest would be one by which your neonle - .... 

would be able to dispose of the property at a fair price .. and the 
district that would be formed would take over and develop it. 

But you know as well as I do, or you ought to, that this 
is no time to sell bonds for any irrigation scheme. or,for that 
matter, for anything else but some tried and proven long-standing 

business affair. such as railroad companies and great industrial 
companies. 

After this conununity's experience wit, the Spreckels' 
water system, and after all the notoriety and, I think, righteous 
condemnation of the Cuyamaca outfit~ I am not going to advise the 
public to go into anything that I do not thin1-: is clean and ·commin-

sense businesslike. 
Yours sincerely, 

E. W. SCRIPPS. 



I 
Hr. F.. w. Scripps, 
lliram.-i.r , Cal it. 

Con+ •r "" ·· ~ ,.ted • ........ .. ~.a.J: • \,/ • 

\ \. 
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SAN DI PDO , CAT. I'FO R'!IA, J"une 22 , 1 g lfi. 

I a ·: ir. receivt of Y"il r" or June l8tl1., ant! 

:r · t..~ ~ttch ~ur:Prit:ed ~.l t :. o~r cr:inion of 'Lirpincott. I consider 
hiL"~ ol·s e of the best ih: n in the Statt:• of. Cali!.O.!nia- u rn~1 thorou,3hly h('naet ttn:l ~- ": o k!10WB ~~s businesu. 

Philir E. R~rrou1: , selected. b:,· the Sta1 .. e r.aill"<>ad Co:.:r.-:1 ~sion, 
and one e Chief En~;inecr . '!or the Co null. ~; a ion, -pu!. ~ vul~ tirJn on our 

: s ··.em of" ~~59 ,OOC .. .:o:-e t~-an ·.1e ..!.Sked ror 1 t. l!r. Harroun was not 
asked ~o ! ' lace an .. ..r ·{a.lu,~ on p ower, :.1nd. onl.,~ 1- lu.ced a nomina::. value _ 
therr1or. of' ~10,000, ·: ,.....:1c ~ssrs. _r.i]~pir.cot~ ar£d 0 1 S't"JD.uf!: h1eBG:f plu.eeil 
a ?alu.:~tion of $600.000 on po~o:- ulone. 

I '11fl"ote :.= o~ ·beoauael felt ~.rat ::ou we ~ e inter•!sted, and I 
f'ee1 'tblt it would be a ~e t:!.ke anJ a loss ~or :'ou if :...'0 ~ 1 do ; .. c t 
to so~~ extent keep in~erosted in r-ubli c af~airs. 

Re~rding the arpointing of a cp:.unitt~e to plaoe u. valuation 
on o'.lr system. '":111 sa:: that Harroun, Lipy;r:cott a.n :-: O'S!·.auglmes~y 
~king valu&tiOflB, a.nd the State P'-4..'\i.lroad Cor!llrl~9ion officially plao-
1nh a valuation on tt.e :- roperty, it seems tc ;rJ; trot tre i1· eresta or the oi ty a1 .. e fully safeguarded. Tre sale of OUl." propct·ty could 
net be !:".nie .. ,1 thout the approYUl of ~re State Railrond Co• .. Jniesion • 
and thPJy l;'Ould not ar1=rove it. ~1 thout rna.kitl g w. valuation by tile ir 
c.n cnt;in~ers • 11 bo c..!'e ce et fi ~ted, in my opir~ion, to crllJl.~c n ~lua.­
tion, rat~.cr than tnrec "o uainess men who art. not experienood in tha.t 
line or '!/Ork. .Ho"":tever. I {1 }"'nll. taJ\e t l"8 r.Jl. tter U!) with lir. Henalmw 
c.t liT. earl:-· d~te. 

As to ~- 00 Gale Of bon do, Ur. lJena }n::t Will -:aka bon·] · i,l r aj :.~:nt 
-ror hlo ?ror.ert:,', o.nd 1 t e'hould be i::.n eus.:· '11.'1 tte r to sell enoueh bonds 
to develop one or t\"lo o!" t~e units tm.t s 1-.ot.t11 ba developed first, if 
not~'ir.g mor:; ~s .1otie .~.an to build t!le Carroll Dam, which io only 
eight mles frotlLir.d.a 1/ista. l!eaa, a.flil j,Ut ·.va.tor on it, "\ G the first 
st~p • . The tot ,_ cost of b~ilding t te carroll D~. puttin~ \Vater on t.. Li a Vista Ueoa.,and buildine a . pipeline to tha tini verui ty Heights 
Re r '-"~O " tld be lee!; t'"-1an a million. 

i'tb bonds issued for t1 portion Of t .e r,rope:rtieB tlnt l'fe nOW 
....... it oert 1nly will be an easy matter to sell a million uollar.!J a.rth o~ bonds under this ne la~.to do this first developmont work, 

•ugge ted abo'te. As a matter o'f f'aot, I lave no doubt llut \That 
• &n • ould take a ralt million of these b onda. Tm so new 

1n1gat1on bonds are gilt-edge. nd any bank can aooept them ae o~ 
teral. 

-· -- , .. ..... f!J-'· -
E. Y. s. • -2-

I note ~.tour l iiB t rara~aph in referenc· .. to tho Cuyamaoa Water 
Co. You do me ~).n '.~ .... eat t:Jn injua ' ice :1s one ~mr C (.\11 !!o another~ .. fou 
are c~rtn j nly not. familiar wit r t 1r.; Cuya,l1.toa ':/a ter s:~a tuD ~l.n1 '1hl t 
hae been done. I clon't m!!.l\c thin ~=;tatc . . el1t in :~n~er, 1or I f :.:el thlt 
you <l:t:"e not farn1li ~r tvith tm con ,31tionn, and ro.r ": h:1t reason I don't 
TuG·~ ii t ···~tn· stnto ... ·mt • • 

Tl"C Cuya~ 11cu ~~ · n';em wa~ :t~)o•.J t to fa:l do-.·m \7mn ·.1e purc 1a:1cd it • 
llel\rly 40% of the ·.vnter t:mt w~s tw-nad into t'he tltune a~ tre Diverting 
1>a::1 t't-~ o lo:Jt before it .:-ca.o!1ed the othe"· en:t of ti-e i'lum~ at La Mesa. 
llr. !lurr~y ~nd rn:~ocl:f -pu~ in neurly Caoo,ooo in actual ca~~ tor ~,., uil tl the 
eystem. T'hill does not i r:clurJe in•ercst. Tlr· hooJ(~ a~e o-oC?~l for :: our in-. specti.on. 

We rebuilt ~92 bri·iges, ao =lS to oo.rry t re str~in of at, a.ddi tion:U 
10,0~0,000 --:-t llor:~. un .~ ~oli'1ed. ·-;it\o: t 1.\'0-pl: ,.u,.,b .. ~r"'id. t:',. o ~ ntire l'l!)lrB 
to~ t~i'r.t~'-'1d1 miles, EJ'l tmt toda:r 1 ~ can deliver 22 ,000,000 r:;~llOr;8 
of ·.vatcr ~o La !Jcn~. inateud of 12,000,000. I n ::t. ~dition , ···c J ~ ttt in t'!'"e 
pip~l1"1~ acroc;s Cl.,ocC'late, \~hioh oli :nin~l.t~d neal'ly two miles oi' _"'l '!UC 
and a l~trze trcotl~ t:~TCI" 100 feet hi [~h; a O'J1'hon aero us f:. h.1 So 1.th 'Fork, 
.. hie,., eli:'jlina.ted nn e~t. treatle and ne ~rly a mile of flume. At Sand 
Creek ·.o;c • ut in on~ a.t:d one-htl.lf :nilt?9 or !~ .' ·'Phon, -:vhio~ cli ~.i ·:'! !.!.ted a ?O•tt. trr: ctJ ~ and nc ··rly ·1 !nile of f lume. Vlc raised tlB DJ.vert1r·~ Dam 
10 feet; '!cquirod Bot::d.er Greek ~nd Poverty Gulch Roearvo ir ni t~s. ~nd ha.-e done ~ot.'-~ ••ork on ~ - oth. We h~ve spent over 150,000 on our dis-tribut inr; ~ ~ · s te·!1 a.lo!·e frorr. Trrt M1391.1 to San Die ~o; inata1le:1 :·'.llttpin.:; 
pla11ts. and today t~ flun:e ia in bettor condition ~han it was the day it n~e built. A.-:cor~in ~ t'l ':l1e t•~Ati ::lony of u. s. ~vdr:1.u11c Er.t:: t~ ~er Lee, befo1·e t.he Stat£' Ua.ilroa.d Co:nmiseion, the leaku.:tc is only 2% fro:n one end of +. ~ · o!! :·1 : : r~. · •.c ~- •n ot h'r 'limn t re water ia one foot d~ep, and 
4]! 'fTllen 1 t is e1shteen i noh~s in cl ept h. 

All this time we bl.ve n~t ttlken in enou ~h monoy even to pay oper-
ating exr:ena oa, anr\ .)'et '.'te 'n vc 'had the nerve to do 1 t. I has bt!sn 
the BalTation or t:t-e country . ... or Heal1on nnd his EntUioh bor ·j-holdcra 
never coul-:! or would hl.v~ •ior.e 1 t. &.nd yet t h1 p~ple howl. 

. 
I bel ie-:-e tm Railro~d Co"~:ni«:lsion will put .). valu~tion on our 

prope~ties witr~n the next ~~~ ~~eke. r~ it pleases you, I would like llfter tlmt to ~o n:1.t and mve !.1 tal'k with :tou on t.he wa.~er Ftituntion. 1 will be only !1. o hort t ~me ., ~"en t l"e City or San Diego will lose ror-
ever all \'Ill tnr fro:-:1 t l~e ~u.n Lui a Rey M ct the ~nn ta Yan.bcl Rivero. if 
San Diego or n d.istrict doee not take OV8r tm Volcn.n Oi a tom. Tl1ia This is w}-1~ I a.:r. oo n.nxi ouo to ~ ·o.ve San Diego ... 1ke eoma nctj orr POW, 
for ju•t ae sure Be ":lz sun rieoe nnd Rete. if a oHc t 1·.1n~ i o not v.ono -
and soon - a mutuBl \Tater ooz-man y will b,, for red .vhic h \7ill t'OP San • • • Diego forever frol4 gett1ns any water from thoot.:. two aou:rcon uhovb-men tionod. I BaTe done lt\Y nat ·to make roople! see 1 t, r.!.nd nt{ aon-eoienae is abaolutel~r olear trnt I rave pla:1ed t 1., ~~nr:t~ oqun.ro. 

'W1 th kind persor 1•cgards, 

Your velj· truly, 

• 
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I no e ~!cur 1 t r ara.rtrnph ir. rareronc to t 1'10 Cuyaqaaa \7a ter 
Co. You do ~o :.~~t nn inju n· i oe ;l & one ~::r. can do a.not~r. You 
are ccrtn.!nly not ·:ra m lia.r t:it ~ t re CuyaJ!'ti.Oa ·~iutcr ~,·a t am ntXl whl t 

b en done. I don' t :11:\ke- thi!l P,ttltc -.ent in e.nrtor. f or I t eal tln t 
_,u are not tnm111ar 1 th t h: cond1 t 1onrs. and ro~ t ln re~t.ron ·I 4on• t 

~1Jent y r tata"!:"!n t. 

~ · ~ ca o::e tcm WO.B t\l>ou t t 0 ~nll dOi1tl wbon Wo purc1DDo<l 1 t. 
~ly C~ a~ t unter t lat t urned into t l'e ~lume at ~m Dive r ting 
~- · ·lost b ·rare it reaobed tm otmr en.1 .o-r tl8 nuw at:r.a Jlesa. · 

~,..'1117· ~- 11" pu ·in nearly aoo.ooo in .. aat~ ·. aaelr :.to. ~ ebulld th:t 
.. -': ~ .. do' . not .1hclu4e 1:n •. reet. .TIP- . b~ :~re. Open ··ror·. your· i n-

... 

j 

• 

'E. ~\T. CRIPP 
April lat to Dtetmber ht, Wat Chuter, Butler Co., Ohio. 
Uec~bet Itt to April I at, Miramar, San Di11o Co., Califomi:~ 

Ia1r . Ed Fletcher, 
San DieBO, Co.lifol-nia. 

lly dear Fletcher: 

Yours of June lr/th a.t hand. 

llirerncr, Calif., June 23rd, 1919. 

As I remembel" the Fa.ni ta Ranch incident, personal and public, it \'laS about 

as follows: 

For several years Mrs. Scripps bad urged me to buy Los Penasquitos Ranch 

so that she could breed horses there. I had lmoYm something about Fa.nita RD.nch 

and Arthur nason, who was actinff as n.n agent for some San Francisco Bank, :had 

tried to get me to !Jurchase it . I had offered. him :jso,ooo for it. The .Ba.Dlt: 

asked ~5 ,coo. I had rather made 'U;p rey- mind I would make the purchase . 

In the midst of these negotiations, a. committee of the Chamber of Commerce 

o.nd the City Cotmcil came to ma and submitted a plan for a. Ci ty-ormed water 

supply. They stated that they wanted Fanita Ranch, but that the san Francisco 

Ba.nk was unwillinG" to give the City an option ~o purchase the land because they 

were negotiating \7ith someone else . Of course, I y;as the someone else. 

This committee told me they could not submit a bondinG proposition to the 

City tmless the land to ba purclmsed wo.s specified D.nd its price fimd -- in 

other wor ds, unless the City had an option. 

All this information wns a surprise to me. The committoo told me thnt, not-

withstnndin~ tho ei"forts of tho City officials Md the Chamber of Contl))l"Oe to k-eop 

their schenn a secret, it had _leo.kod out and ona or more parties,-- s .. :>Oculntors 

in san Diego --were then on their '7ay to San Franoisoo to purchase the Ranch 

from the Bank in order to hold it :ror a hif)1er price f1•om the City. 



• (E'.VS to EF 6/23/19 if2) 

I was not exceedin~ly :mxious to eet the Uanch and would not have ueon much 

disappointed had soma one else bought it . However, I pr efer1•ed thn. t the c 1 ty 

should. get the property o.t the lowest possible valuation. I promised the colmli t-

tee I nould buy the Ranch if I could ~t it, and that I would eive the City the 

option to take it off my lw.nds at the price I paid for it. 

I i:n:roodi~tely telegL•aphed Nason, who was in Sa.n Francisco, that I would t~m 

the Ra:nch and to conclude its purclmse instantly, before the J:l6l"oon3 who were on 

their r:ay to San Frmmisco silould ~t there, and asked him to wire me as soon a.s 

he !'!Oncluded the deal. Within an hour I was at the 

telec;ra1ilied the money to Uason a.t San Francisco . 

A.fter having gotten the Tia.nch, I proposed to the City that, instead of buying 

the wllole llanch for :j35,000., they sho.uld. only buy so much of it as might actually 

be needed for wator storage purposes. I made them two alternative offers -- one, 

the uhole property for ~5,000.; and two, all the land the proposed reservoir 

aiOuld flood for ~10,000. I forget which one of the :propositions \7D.s accepted. 

I thinlr it ~s the ~10,000 one. 

!n due time the proposition for bondinB the City nas presented to the public . 

For the first t~ my personality entered into a San Diego political campaign. 

The san Die6'0 Union opposed the scheme and it was charged that I Ytas trying to 

unload. onto the City o..t an extravagant :price the Fo.nita Ranch property. 

It was only after I had made the purchase that I rode over the Rt:mch and 

forma. uhat it consisted of. It Yro.s then I made up rrr:1 mind I bad nnde a. good bey 

end I oegan to regret that I was honor-bound to sell it or 8.ey' part of it. 

The Stm, then edited by Frank "Jaite, Tro.s vigorously aupportine tho scherm to 

issue bonds and b~ the Foni ta RD.nch. Waite uanted 100 to mo.Jta some statements 

rofuting the cha.rgos nndo o.sninst r:oo, in order to halp the bonclin5 cam,paisu. 

Having learned somothine more about the general situation, I concluded that the 

(EWS to EF 6/2:1/19 .jf3) 

Fanita Ranch was not tho best place for o. City water 1"ese1•voir. It ·was easier for 

roo to come to this conclusion since I wanted to lreop the Ranch. 

I 1·ewember that I \trJ.s crlad when the bonding !Jl"oposi tion was cle:reatod, not 

only because the Rc.nch was left in my :possession, but because I felt it would 

ha.ve boen o. mistake to have a. water 1•eservoir situated at the nronosed site. 02 - -
coUl•se, I did no thine pe1·sonally Ol" in any othcl" way to aid in tho defeat of the 

bonding proposition. 

I do not consider th::1.t the1·e ·wes anythin~ either creditable or discreditable 

to eyself in tile wholo transaction. 

I have never thought that Sr>roclcels or the Sprecl:els interests did enyt11inG 

very discreditable in the bond campaign. ·;Jhile they had personal and pecuniary 

interests a.t stake, they probably llB.d even better reasons the.n I illld i'o1• consider-

ine; that the Fanita Ranch da:nsite \vas not the best one that could be selected by 

the City. Perhaps the editor of the union might have been more careful ~bout 

facts ond more com·teous in his trea.tiOOnt of me. But as an editor I ha.ve probably 

often been equally 1mldnd in nry treatment o:r antagonists to measures I was sup-

portine;. 

I have written tha above i'rom memory. It may be :tho.t I have forcotton so1:e 

incidents . liy brother Fred, who acted for me in dealing \7ith the City s:rtor rw 

fil.•st interview with the Comm,tteo, might possibly be able to Give you a bettel" 

account than this of mine. 

lTot reviewed by E W S 
n.fter dloto.tion 

Yours sincerely, 

E. w. Scripps. 

P. s. -- Sinco my illness of t\vo yoo.rs 3.{)0 I hnvo n.bsta.ined frOl!l business 

nnd politics. By advice of nv physicians, I om not all<minl; ~soli' to become 
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deeply interested or concerned in any sort of politics except purely natione.l 

matters. I am la!epinc close 'tO my llimch and have so far met no one in this 

soction exceptinG my £riends at the Biolocfcal Institution. I am allowed to play 

Wi. th science as much ~s I choose. 

I do not even read the loce.l papers or any of rn:y own pD-pers. I 1•ead. only 

the Los ~les TiDes D.nd the lTew York Ti!Das. 

Some dD.y, when you are pa.ssinB' nee.r Uir~:mr, I would like you to call on 100 

for 2. persona.l visit, )?rovidin.:; only ths.t you \7on't tallt o.bout loco.l politics. 

E. W. S. 

I 

ltr. E.w. scripps, . 
M1rimar, · California . 

My dear Mr. Scripps:-

June22G, 1919. 

I am in rooeip t of youre of June 

23d, and contents noted. I certa inly tbun,~ yo1.'. f or 

the information. It confirms the information th-.t I 

have and I want to give o~edit uhere it i s due. I ~m 

ppending a good deal of time and money in t he s ub j ect 

of water development of ~an Diego County in ordor to 

get the information aooura·te and become n public record. 

I shall bo ple&sed to call on you in the near future. 

I am more than anxious that you shoul d soe the three con-

ofete dame tha t we have built since you left - Murray , Lake 

Hodges and San Diogui to, and hopo somo time o:f l1av ing the· 

pleasure of taking you. It will only take a f ew hotu•c l 

I a m giving a good deal of my t imo to roads ~ t rooent. 

I am taking Secretary Houston and paz·ty to Im· eria l Valley 

shortly. Be was deeply interes ted in Ean Di~ o• s a~pira-

tiona for e. transoontinent: 1 highne.y. 

Youro .very truly, 

EF•mk 
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Yr. E. u. Scripps, 
Scripps Bui2ding, 
san Diego , Cali£. 
My dear Li, . ~ oripys: 

• 

24 January 1920 

Attached hereto is a copy of an agreement 
entered into -~i th the F. & 'J • Thurn Company, and 
James A. lnrra.y I r.m . G. Hensha\1 -:.nd. Ed Fle'J;ch:r ' 
pertaining to ·~he cona·tructlon o:f a dam, or d'"'"ms, on 
th~ San Die~o River about 20 miles away from yol~ 
pro ei·ty. 

I am satisfied IllY :pe0"91e will finance the 
construction o£ a major dam, providing we oan 
eliminate litieation. Members o£ your famil~ ovm 
the Feni ta Rantlh. :1e ere willing to e.t;tter into the 
same contract with you t:ne. t we ha.ve vii ,;h the F & w. Thurn Compa~v. 

In a fc\7 v1ords, it means that in considera-
tion of the oTiners of the Fanita Ranch giving their consent to the construction of a U.am, ·or dams on the san Diego River in case there is any damage oaused by the construction of these dams, the \7ater Commission 
of the State of California, if we· cannot agree, will 
determine what that damage is by arbitration, and their 
decision wi11 be £ina1 and a decree in o ourt may be entered. This agreement to be binding on us, or our 
auooessors and assigns. 

VIe hope to have your hearty coo:peration in 
the early and equitable adjustment in this matter. We 
shall be glad to pay your attorney for the expense of passing on this contract, and I believe your early 
action in this matter will facilitate the early 
development of a large supply of additiona1 water for san Diego County, and with your interests, or the interests of tho onnera of the Fanita Ranoh ~roteoted. I ehall be pleased to talk this matter over with you or 
your attorney at any time. 

Thanking you for your ooo~eration in the 
matter, I am 

EF:KLU 
Vl . H. poHT~rlFI.i!i.L.U 00 

Very truly yours, 

• I 

• 

• 

10 February 1920 

hlr . E . ·1 . Scripps , 
~aramar, California. 

I aolLl'lo ,r;louge receipt of your Ye1•y 
agreeable letter of FebraClry 6th 7 ana in re-ply , 
answering voin·l.i by poin·t a.· brouc3"!l t u:p by yon , wi 11 
say: 

T.he F . 8· . • Thurn Co .. ·osny contract, a copy 
o:f v;hioh \,,e sent you , was dra\'7n up by the e·iitorney 
of ·the F & n ~lnun Co·. ··,any, ~na no·i; by ~ur .... tto,"'ney . 
I believe in :~ {.(encr"=~.l \1 J JOU. ·::ill :.:'incl tl,.: t 
con-tract fair. ·:;e huve no dero lxe 02. .. intention, 
in a ny way , to discour'"'.c.~e ny o thcr enterprise, ~nd 
it is per:feotl:y satisxacto1y to ue if tLe contract 

· epeci:fies the Eectio:rr tn r.hic: i;h d~!lls tre tc 
be built. 

mcj or dar.1 · .. ill b ~ ·"-:lilt in, or .!le~r , , 
Section Two , ~o '.'ns1 i p 14, South ~enge 2 ~ , "t the 
bead of Olll' fltma , bout ~3 milos bovc L~ ~~side . 
:I.lhe above if~ on tl. i o· -~h ..,or:.. f t!..e ~an Tiiogo 
river. A smaller dam \'ill orne .. !1:)' be built on the 
South Fork of the ~3an Diego ri veJ7, in. 01 nesr, 
uOCtion ~en , TovnlSnip 15., ~outh : .... nge 2 ~ . 

It i s not our de~lre, or intention to 
in any \JUY a.i'i:act , or destroy vl!(' underground . ter 
supply of the I,,uni ta ~anoh. ··e are a _public se1·vice 
oorpol .. ation, our r ates are es bli',hed by the l ilroad Connnission of the State of q(. li ... ornia , and our y~tem 
can :he t aken over &. t en~' i.L c~,· t1.e city, 01 an 
irrigation diotriot at a va tion pl ced on ~eme oy 
the state nuthoritico. 

• I tun try i ·· to per .. ;/us.d e my s oo ia tas 'lio 
finance, and c omrrenoe the c onu :1 1c t-1 0 .1 of c in 
Section 2 . To··JneLi .r> 14. ..:out! :,._ · ··~ .~ ...J b~; e 
let of April ne·t, anl n ~e c fi-a ye~r ~ontr ct 
with the o i ty to ftu·nioh thcr. ,:._ t1 sur lu tor t 
12 oants a thou~and t~llons, or ny ret tl t th 
Railroad Commi~sion may m.ke. 

The oi ty official sdmi t t t the co o.:' 

• 
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every drop of ~ter they receive from thetr impounding 
system is 21 cents a thousand gallons delivered et the 
city limits, and some heve 08id it is es high as 23 cents, 
so you see the City is get·ting a square deal . by the 
-oronosition. - -

I agree .'ii th you that the contract should not 
be trans£erred ~ithout ;:rs. Scripps ' consent. excepting 
ho":evor, in c2.ae \"!e ~ ell to a municipality or to a district . 
I e.csu."':le you ·: 0u.1c1. he."TTe no o bj ec ti on to giving us the 
ri t·ht to F.oll ~::i thout ratting 1~:rs ..... cripps' if we should 
sell to a rrnmici ·. s.li ty, or to e district. 

~ u_pr8ciat~ your reasons for not desiring 
r... d.:..m built ~ t -~}: (") :::orl[e, '""nd tLere are other reasons. 
'l'o ill· ntr~t9:. 1..,~ on,~ possibi1li ty of getting ttlater 
on t .,-1c hi -}l l -. nc1 · o_' -·~1 On;jcn valley uncl pe.rticnlarly 
the ci ti~s o:? I'f..;. i~r;..:;e·, 1.3 1on ove [J.nd ~pring Vnlley and 
til -i; ... cction lyin: · ,_1e~ torl}J to the cit·y limits iz via 
cu·ier~~ce. ' ·ater Co&-!~any r ~ system. The lands al~ound 
L~ --eso. , etc. arc t an eleVEl.tion of 600 :ft. a-oovo sea 
level. J.:ne Cu.yc.m8.oa .ie. ter Comnany 1 syotem takes . the 
-ter out e"J t .. c lo:;est point t .. 1. ·i; it can be diverted 

by L'J."evi ~7 • and. it is ·taken t hru the lowes·t 'ass near 
G:rossmont. .:~c t i:?. "G section c an onl:y get v;eter :from 
tf:is one curce, a nd ..:1 s . it is alr ady developed to a 
oon·;:i f G:'2.lll~ eytcnt , it eeo 1:3 a criTJe to attempt to take 
a·. ~7 the s tU'plus t1a ters of San Diego river f ::t·om. that 
section , 1hicr ··~i ll s ome da:9 be :;. J.J ... l 1 t of Qreator 
;J ... n Diego • . ~aJ l'eferring particul~rly to the town of 
~ ~esa , en ~ that property lying westerly. 

~'he ,,., ter :rrlll not flo-, by hTavi ty if 
:Sl Cani tan is . huil t, exo.eptin.g do•:m 1;he san Diogo river 
·orge to the city. o .J:!.n~ to the 1o·.1 elevation or the 

El C~:pi tan . Site. 

I do not worry oo much about the El Cajon 
valley, bccan ... e pr . cticallJJ avery rcncher that blcys 
~rater f ror·l ·ta B ls o ho.o his O".'Tll walla, and over two-thirds 
o-r· the supply of :;a ter of tho El Cajon valley inhe.bi tante 
is Pecn-r d by ina ividu.al pumps. 

Since you hcvc bee~ a1·y , W9 h~ve built 
.. tn·rs.y dam 11 '7 ft. in hci~h t unci. 900 ft. long; Lake Hodges 
dam, 157 ft. high fro~ bedrock end 800 £t. long; elso 
·an Diegui to darn GO ft. lligh and 600 ft. long, all oonorete 

multiple arch typo, and of~ioially accepted by the state 
a thorities o· C 11 .:-ornia. I d sire very muoh to shoVJ you ,. 

• 

, 
I 

• 

-

4 
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one or all of these dares . A t~·ee hoitrB ' ride from 
your home will show you tl1e entire :an Diet,rui to sys.:~ol!l, 
and give you some idoa. o:f rihC t ~·;e t:..re doing in develop-
ment ,:;ork in :putting V!U ter on lilnds tetween :Del Ear o.nd 
Cardiff". l.'iJJ.y I h vc the ple ..... sure, and at yom~ conv9nience? 

If !..J..• . !.~u.rrsy i£ no·'t; in :_ position to :!-" 1t 
up ·tJ"e mone~y to. builr1 a .. f!m on t ~ ~U!l Die~ o r;vcr, 
the es1;im~ted co r. "ti bcin~ ~,s50,000, ·,ottlf .. yoa cJnsider 
makin~ this loan, a nd taking es sectu~ity the entire 
holdings of th .~ Gnys.r.t2C2. .'Jeter Cc.n-o~ny? An invest.:~ation 
and v::.lilation p~.cocl on our Cu_-;ar.a .... c c.. p r01)ertiec b; t'hG 
State :!i}ngineer of Co.~.i-Porni~ l c9 1; fnl1, i~ .~ 1,-?:54,000. 
An'Y loan thr-. t o ~i. m.s,le "'.' Ollld. b" ~. fir~t no:ctg._.g o on "'a;1ro 
entire property. · 

':.te pl:.:.n to 1.n1.ilu e r.ul t i .._, lc nrch tYl)e o:f 
dam, and I am con.!.. ident we cou.ld cOI~!11cto it b:y· -t.ne 1 t of 
Je.nuary o.t lo~.. .'J·t 80 ft. in hcig·ht , t~l'!d to the extreme 
heitnt of 12') :feet hJ tLs l "" t o-r Lr..rch , 1921.· .1.11 ot1:er 
words~ oom,9lete it to control tl (' ,.,.loocl r; _ ters o: the 
next winter 's ~~ins. 

. 
. 'c in~ t···nc tccl 

in rgl .... tion to ·lihe l>rOl)OGed 
Ranch • H ~ .ve "j7 ou e ;n l ii!l r 

!r Li .. ·· ""~ : e ngino 1 :o .. oe y ot 
ri ..:-:P t y t _u .. u. :~ra !i~l~ 

Yott.r re oues t for fe!.lcin•, ic l' -no:1~ b1 e ona 
and I nill l,el· onnlly s en tl.at it i ·rai tod. :SO.!J .... rrn.n: -
mant .... ould be mnc1e a leoo by us. t .hrt i::: s.;.l.t.!.·,f cto1·y to ~o ,_, 
to keep thA ro,.,rl to the Pani t · . ....t:ich op n, ~11a 'ron c~n 
res·t ussm:ed the Hit:h\'IB.Y Cor.rni c iol ·.ill do it. ;. ) in ... 
in mind the. t we u ant to -- n do'.;n ·0?en~ es , ·ill l on ~~~e 
tho bu o~tion at t he pr o~-r 

·,'hen 7o·1 t.re i~ th mo .. . om tin:e, __ .-v ~our 

eecreta.ry tele hone and l~t com out ··:i th my .. .1 :_; nd 
sho\~' you our plant:' o~? t1 .o cl v lo ·' cant o:P t 1 •• • 11 L i _.e . 
and ~ant Ysnbol -.•-lvor~. ·; 1 .. '\r ~ ll'.· t. J• t ~ . 10 , 000 
into ·tb projoot. It ·rill de\olor G , ~·OO l.Ol" _·o·7o_ o 

. eleotrioi ty, and soo ording to u. • . cl · tion ~ rvice 
engiueers, •ill deliver ~G ,000 , 1 t.D. llou~ o.; ··~ t;n • c ":il-, 
a safe supply oovarin~ n t irt ~ a ~iod. 

J~gein 

letter, and as"uro 
and aupport on nn 

I wish t.p t'b nk .. o·l Ol" ·vt i'l"i"'-lcl~ 
you I fully ~'!lprooi t' t « oon.fid nc 
ln "i timate project tL t eans :for tl 

• 
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deve lo1Jmen ·t; o .P t " · _ ·- ~- ~ s county . 

Ver~ t~uly ~ours. 

~1(1 . 
·~- . • 

• ~ . I shall pe ~~e~seu to._et a dr aft of the revised 
oontract tlu .. t yot!l.' u ttorne,. mav ,..,, .. ..... ·.' , l," a t t~ 
t h t ,_ \,4..;. .... \ '.1:' • any ~me 

-a ui tEJ ilotU· co..u.=-cr17.e:,noc . 

-
.. 

• 

/ . 
I 

E. ,,T: 6R pp 
. . H cL. \~ ._ .: 

April lat to Dmmber lit~ Wat Chutrr, Butlrr Co., O~io. 
DcmnLer lat lo A~ril lat, Mirunu, San Ditao Co., C.lifomia 

. . 

Miramar, Calif., February l~th, 1920 • 

Mr. Ed. Fletcher, 
San Diego, California. 

:My dear Fletcher: 

Yours o.f the lOth instant at hand. 

There is no occasion of a hurry-up on the Fanita Ranch waiver. You will 

not ha.ve to wait any longer for it than a time when you are actually doing 

the work which requires it • 

It is ~ mv.n idea, though entirely an unprofessional one and not oased on 

professional advice, that the unc.erground water will rather be increased than 

decreased by the building of the dams. ~·or instance, I was told by the settlers 

along the Soledad that, prior to my building my little dam on the surr braneb 

and the other small reservoirs at Miramar, there was never any water to be found 

along that stream after lihe rirst ot July, 1ut that from the ti.l:OO these nams 

were built water could be got the yea:r round, either in the stream bed itself 

or from shallow wells. 

What you say about m:1 furnishing the money to build one of your proposed 

dams might appeal to me were it not for the fact that the sur-tax on nw income 

tax is so large that any investment of mine giving me aotu.:ll cash income returns 

of less thali 15% per annum would not be as good for me as the purchase of ~ 

4% municipal bond. 

These are times when about the only ld.nd of protitable investments f'or a 

man like uwselt to make are purely speculative ones - non-productive lands or 

non-dividend-paying stocks in concerns that have good prospocts. 

This income tax and excess profits tax and all theso mrt hod.s of direct 

taxation that I 'vas so enthusiastically working for for many ~a \l.P to l l'l 

have proved to have been a perfect delusion. . hey are not making th rioh man 
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~oorer or the poor man richer -- but quite the reverse. 

There are lots o~ things that I could d.o and would be doing now (or rather, 

that my sons could. and would be doing), were 1 t not for the :tact that a.lmost 

every way we can -,;~n ourselves in order to do so!Dething. we come f'a.ce to raoe 

\'.'ith some provision of the tax law which makes such proceeci.ing an actual absurdity. 

The only things tba.t I can do 'that migh'1i poss:t.b.Ly prove profitable are the very 

kind of th1::tgs that in ordinary times I would consider unwise :from a purely busi-

ness point of view. 

I am not peeved at the amount or taxes 1 have to pay. But than, I don't 1'eel 

tnst even pa.trio'&iS:l should require that I hunt out and taka up with en1;erpr1'ses 

.-;.b.ich will cause me to pay such an enormous tax as woula. make il; the part o:t good 

business for me rather to let my ca:p1 tal lie comparat 1vely idle for ten years, 

until the 'tax rate is lowered., ei tller by acts ot Congress or by the growing wealth 

ana. incomes ~ 'the people, and thus so greatly distributing the incidence or the 

tax or the numbers paying these taxes as to malce it absurd for the government to 

maintain the present hi@:l rates. 

The1.•e was a time in my life. as doubtless there has been in yours, when the 

ammal in~erest on say a $50,000 debt was an iJII.portant item in an annual budget. 

But then the titte came soon enough when i3,000 a year was so insignificant an 

iteo as to have no importance whatever. 

~e ~terest rthich the people ot this nation have to pay on 22 billion dollars 

ot debt a year today is relatively a very large sum, but when the wealth and income 

Clt the cotmtry doubles, even if' the debt remains at its present figure, the burden 

of this interest cha.reed against the country an a whole will, as you can see, not 

be halt as gr~at as it is today. And the wealth and income of the country are 

growi.Dg so rap icily that 1 t will only be a short time when this national debt bur-

den, relatively speakjne, will be cut enormously. 

The other day I was told that a piece of property in an Ohio city which I 
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had given ~s. Scripps a few years aeo, and which co&t ~3,000 •• could be sold for 

~Go.ooo. Vlliile she pays a very much smaller rate of income tax than I do, on 

fi~uring out the proposition for her I had to edvise that she would do far better 

by holding on to the property for an indefinite period of ttme. having the pros-

peot of its further increasing in value and the prob~bility of a great reduction 

in the rete of taxation. If I had ha'Ol)ened to have retained the ownershin of -- -
this piece of property myself, the tax cost of selling it at a profit would have 

been so great as to have made such a sale an absurdity. The situation would have 

been such that, taking the original capital plus the little that woUld have been 

left to me after :payine the taxes, I coUld not have reinvested the money at a 

rate that would increase its net yield to me over and above the net yield of the 

present rental by more than such an insignificant amount as to make it not worth 

while to give any attention to the subject at all. 

There is another piece of property that some ten years ago I leased for 

twenty years at the rate of five percent on a valuation of $40.000. The lease 

has ten years to run. But I could probably sell the property now f'or ~00,000. 

HoVIever, I figure that I will have a better chance if I hold it for another ten 

years and then sell for $100,000 than I would have if I sold it today at the 

present probably inflated figure. 

A number of months ago, in answer to one or your letters, I told you that 

I would be willing to have you call on me at Uiramar some morning which was not 

filled by an appointment (and I make few appointments). You can find out from 

my secretary when I am at liberty, and if you have an hour to invest unprofitably, 

you can come out and see me. 

In the matters or the right ot way over Lliramar, the fencinc, and nnking new 

connections with my ·old road to Fan1 ta, I Bhall only consider Mrs. Scripps' wishes 

and interests. She already holds in trust the Fanita Ranch, and will eventually 

own Mirrurer. As 1 t is hardly probable that I shall spend muoh more time dt'U"ing 
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my lif'e at 11iramar, Urs. Scripps ought to have her own way. 

I have already bought the best part of an island. on the west coast of ~·loridn, 

together with a nice house, with the idea of havine that as a winter resort. I 

like southern ]'lorida. for the vtinter even better than I do Southern California. 

~hen too, it will be much nearer my Ohio home. ! am just undertakine the build-

!ng of a ~vr home place in Ohio that will be much larger than my present residence 

there, and more conven~ently s ituateci with regard to my various Ohio papers. 

So long as my sister lives, I will retain l.tiramar in my ovm personal posses-

sion, so that I can freq'Uently be near her and at the same time have a comfortable 

place-of~ own to live in while here. 

I spent ~o years in the ~st and, no~ithstanding my rather serious illness, 

because of certain great advantages I enjoyed, I determined that the East was the 

!)lace for me to live in and that Uhio should continue to be the place of my resi-

dence. It is sUIJ?rising, when I think of it, to see ho\7 much time I have really 

S"Oent in California. But I have always felt that I was little more then a tour--
ist and a. te~ora.ry sojourner. It seemed that one thing and then another has been 

constantly occm·ring to keep me avra.y from home. I suppose I have been in some-

thing of the sa.me fix that Herbert Hoover has been in tor a good many years past • 

Ee has al·r.ays :f'el t that he was not only a.n American, out a ualifornian, and yet 

circumstances have caused htm to spend the greater part of the past twenty years 

under some other flag then his o~r.n. 

By ~he way, 1 met Hoover in 7.'ashington two years ago and I liked him excead-

ine].y. some 7lay or another l took it for granted tha.t he VIas a .Republican, but 

at one of my conferences with a nu:n.oer of' rey editors, I told them that whether 

Hoover was of our particular line of politics or not, I felt that he was our best 

bet for the :Presidency when ".'/ilson•s term expired. If you Republicans, or the 

majority o-r :~ou, are not blind tools, you will make h1Dl your candidate. If you 

do I do not think there is one chance in a million that the Democrats can find 
' 
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a man whom either I or anY other of the many so-called Democratic or Independent-

Democratic new~aper editors will be able to support as a~~inst HOover. I obtained 

through one of my Washington men a speoie.l personal interview with Hoover on the 

promise that I was to be the only beneficiary of the report ana. that nothing he 

said would. be published. The result or this intervie.v has been tha.t I find that 

in almost every troportant particular I am compelle~ to agree with Hoover's vier.1s. 

You might argue from this that Hoover • s Republicanism might ' e doubted. For 

my o\vn part I think there is rar more occasion to doubt ;vilson' s Democracy than 

there is Hoover's Republioenism. 

I do not think Republicanism or Decocraoy mean ruJything much just now. I am 

sure &;here are lots or Republicans who are oetter Jeftersonians than are some of 

the most c~nspicuous of our so-called Den~crats. 

This appears to be anything but a business letter, noes it not? 

Yours sincerely, 
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UU· . Ed. Pletcher, 
San Diee;o, Co.liforniu. 

1 y dear Fletcher: 

llira.rn.~ .. r, Calif ., A:pril 2ncl, 1920. 

Yours about the Linda Vista oil well project at hand • 

I don't want to make a:ny more money. The same reason why I did. not .-;ant to 

buy the bonds you offered me for your dam building project applies to this case. 

I have a lot of land in this neighborhood, the value of which would probably 

be greatly increased i£ yom• company found oil, gas or water. If I had stock in 

the oil company and you struck it big, the government would take I::Ore than two-

thirds of my share or the profits in excess profits ta..~ and incotm 'tax. ·:,hat · 

would be left to me would be more than wiped out "Y the increase in local taxes 

resulting from increased valuations. 

It is a ridiculous situation, isn't it? And yet, I \Tcls one qf the leaders 

in the movement that brousht o.bout these direct taxes, end pcrh:lps one of the 

most influential ~arsons in the country in producing these c onditions. 

However, there nre a lot of people \'lho are not si tua.ted a s I am, ~nci I not 

only cannot deny thorn the r~ght to thei:r opportunity, but I oU{;ht to wish them 

the fruition or all their hopes. Later on, if these ].)eople who stand to \7in 

rather than lose by a luolcy strike should run :;hort of money before you get ~10ur 

well down, so that tho whole enterprise is threatened with failure on flccount of 

the shortage, I may be able in that emergency to give them a lif~. 

I am go ins to ask my secretary to telephone you and ask you what . is the 

present condition of the Hodges reservoir. I noticed yesterday that tho water 

had backed ~ to tho brid£9 at Bernardo . Really, how rnuoh water does thnt an 

you ho.ve impounded. I also noted that :f'nrther up there was still a good stream 

flowing in Bornardo Creek. 

Then I want to lmow if you have finally concluded. your contract to eliver 
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water to the City 7 and if so, when you and the City expect to have the pipe-line 

laid. Are you going to brint; the water i11to La Jolla. west or the high ridb'S o:r 

east o:f it"l 

I offered Crandall, of the Scripps Institution, to build. 0SO,OOO wol~th more 

of cot "tages there last ye~, but he told me it would be no good because there 

·.-,oulC.. not be enough water. There has a. great derr'~nd sprwg up D.lllOng scientific 

=::en in the E~.st for cottaa-o and la.boro.tory accommodations at our institution. 

-'Jrr.ost cl:tily we are receivin3 let1:ers from the different colleges and universities 

inquir~ about accommodations . 

The time h~s come, I a:n sure, when it would pay to build a seaside hotel 

:near the beach on the Rose land south of the Station. Of course, college pro-

fesso.rs n.rd scientific men E;enerally .b.a.ve small salaries and could not afford to 

~atronize o. high-priced hotel such as you built at Del Us.l•. 

I i !"Pf;ine that hardly a.nybody in Snn Dieg-o has any idea how famous our little 

biolo"i.cal enter:pr.ise has become and in \"That high esteem scientific men all over 

this country and in !:!urope hold our staff. 

:::.y sister Ellen has s_l)oken to me about making an appropriation £or the ini-

provement of 2orrey Pines park. She thinks of building roads and paths and also 

:puttine up a. pavilion there ...,,here a caretaker could live and where :patrons of the 

par~ couJ..d get re:f'resillnent s. 

I r~t more land for the Biological Station. :Beside the 170 acres that we 

eat froc tr.e City some years ago, I purchased and set aside for the use of the 

institution 40 acres. I have s~c-gested to rrr:1 sister and Co.pt. Crandall of the 

3tation, that in cons,ideration of my sister's furnishing the3 money for improving 

Torre7 Pines park and pernaps deeding i:.'lmedia.tely to tho City some 200 acres she 

cr.ms there, the City mient give to the University a lot of land o.pproxilna.tely 

equal in acreaee~ or a.t least in value, to the Torrey Pines land hold by my sis-

ter. I .have !iUCL>-ested that this land may be eventually used e.s a. so ient.i:Cio 

botanical ~den. 

(E'iS to :EF 4-2-20 #3) 

For several years I have boen cor1•cspondinc; with the psycholo{;'ist Prof, 

Yerkes, who hlls beon s tud.yint; apo::;. He wants ·to f.,'Ot a loc:!tion of sorr.e twenty 

to forty acl.•ca of land in Southe1•n Cnli'fornia, and money enou@l to })Opulate it 

.Yiith apes. I hn.ve offered him some assistance in the way of procm·inc lD.l'ld m1d 

Sl.l.Plllyine the money. 

i.iy sister has also r:u~o)?osed to eive the ro.tural History Society of 3.-n Die£'() 

:i,;lOO ,OOO for developinr.' their \'/Ork. \s tl i · 1 
OJ n. 1 s ~s p1.u·e y scientific n.nct biolot ical 

WOl'k, I have thot1ght their building and collection Jr.i r-)lt better b e located r!t tl:e 

Biological Station th2.n at Balboa Park. The1·e ~·tould be t\70 udva.ntae;es in ado:ptins 

this course: :first, there is no doubt but what the University would soon ellOU[.~ 

follow the institution, and neither have I a.'rly doubt but that we coula c;et SJ.1Ccia1 

ap:prOlJriations f1•om the State Legislature on this acco1.mt, just as •:te now do for 

the Scripp~ Institution; and second, if I could get the \vhole businoss b1.mched 

nnd could get more land, I and my chiloren after me wot.ud be strongly inclined to 

continue developing the institution as a whole . 

DUl'ing tho past t\•talve months I have tt.;rned over to Ritter U!ld. his a ssociates, 

for scientific work, somothine over $40 ,000 over and c.bove the usual contrib~tions 

which my sister and I make, 

There were something lih--e 18,000 visi-tors to the BioloL-ical muse1r.1 und stati.cn 

duriu~ the year 1g19. This f~ct alone indicates some of the possibilities :ror a 

hotol and for a c;enero.l i'tn'ther eAtension of .the scientific institution. 

You soe, I am much more interested the$o dn'~ in spondin.~ money t'L. ....... i , ... 't-~-.,- ..... J.w..ll n Ir~e; 

it. 

~he other cta.y Uittor wo.s spoa.kint; to mo about you u.ud he sho\·fed thn.t he ±'clt 

you were a man of sufficient broudth of minci und vision to bo able to undel•stand 

the value to o. cormnunity like ours o.nd. to tho no.tion n.t lm•t e of a proc;ressive 

outlook on thinL~• 

.·~e .have never yet been ablo to procm~e the appointment or a local regent to 

the Univf\l'sity. ·.:e did not have the political pull. 
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Just ~s I was \-n•itin~ the foreg-o ins, it oocm•l•etl to roo tlmt you might llavo 

both the necessary !>OlitiC[!l 11ull and. the incli~tion to et fo1• yotu·solf tho 

::..ppoint.."Dent as a rc~nt and ndop't as your pm·ticular cm·e our iusti t1.1tion. TJ1o1•e 

v:ould. ~ e no call on you 01• e~-:pectation of recoivincr from you, either directly or 

inairectly, c.n~r f ;nxncin.l aid. 

.but such an institution ns this neea.s somethinG more than money ot· oven 

sc.ientii"ic mn. It needS the cooperation of :practical pushin3 men of loce..l pride 

:.!r..C. ::r~ lt4ence • 

M!J.:in.~ sOI:!e Of these things over, · ir. Fletcher, and. see if you cannot, without 

too [ Te:lt inconvenience to yow:self, a.o sorr.ething to put San Diego not only on 

the map o~ ti:c United St~tes, but on the ma!' of the worla.. ls.t present the four 

:J.:~ :;t :::or. .... _l~i.4cuz :.c i~ --ci.L.:c capitals of the world are l.lonaco, Ua.:gles, ~Voods Hole 

r.rn.s;;.) anclLo. Jollo.. La Jolla is the ls.st CO:l1Cl·, of course. 

I si~d the riGht-o~-v~y acreement for the road for your commission the 

otb..e:- df'y. 

'2:~ rJ!,ore I t~i!!Jc of thnt other :prOl?OSition about your San Diego River v;ater 

p:-ojcct, tile l ess inclined : f ·cl to hurry u,p in tho matter. I lm0\7 this is an 

:m...,ra.cious ·~J to tcr:.dnate such a. letter as I have \'ll"itton you, out I think you 

!Jot r~·.rier::od by E .1 s 
~tcr dictation 

Yours s inceroly, 

E. ··;. SCRIPPS. 

0 0 p y 

Miramar , Calif., April 2 , 1920. 

Mr . Ed Fle toher , 
San Diego, California . 

lJ!y dear Fl etoher : 

,...., .. . 

. .. . 1 Yours about the J..,inda Vista oil well :proj act et 
hnna. . I don t want to make any more money . The same reason 
why I did ~ot went to buy the bonds you offered rue :f'or your 
dam building p:ro,ieot applies to this oase . 

T h,.~vo a lot of lane in this neiehborhood , tbe 
value . of ·1i1ich O:. i0ill<1 probably be greatly increased i:f your 
oompa.ay ·Po1m oi.l , gas or water. If I had stock in the oil 
company and you u·truok it big, the gove!"nmP-nt ...-:ould take more 
than two-thirclfl of my share of t~ 6 11rofi ts in exoess profits 
tax and income tax . What would be left to me would. be mor e 
thgn Wiped out by th increase in looe.l taxes reeulting from 
increased valnations. 

.Lt is a riclioulou r:J sitnstion, isn't it? And yet , 
I ws.s one of ·t11e Ionclers in the ovnrno!lt t ho t brotlt:tht about 
these di~eot taxes, and perhap~ one of the ~ost influential 
persons 1.n the country in J1roducin'. t hese coni.itions . 

H0\7ovcr , t}te,rc a1 .. e - lo o.f I; -=J onlu · .. ho are not 
ai tua tad as I no , G.nd I not only o .... nno ... v deny t11em the right 
to their oppo1·tuni ty , ~ut I ou J1t to n i ch t __ c..., t 1 T'ru.i tion 
of all their ho! es . Io. ter on , if t·1of~ eople .:Lo stand to 
win rs ther than lo .. e by a lucky s trilr:e ::(1ould :L~l'Lll short o:f 
money before you get :.vot:.r ~v~ll ~10\~'n, ~o t_ et tho ·1hole 
enterprise ia tbree. tened '.Vi th failu.ru en ~1 oco1 1t of' the 
shorttl t;G, I m~1v bo a"r.le in tbct o ortto.noy ·fio · ive them a lift. 

I am · i11 go 'to :1Sk my seer. et ... ;~ ;, .JI.io ·Gel phone "80U 
a.nd. o.sk ·ncu vha+- i .. '::o .... ho ,,,.. ~ •· ~· ·.:: · ~ · -

J " IJ • :... -: e rl 1l'v . c ou . ..1. l.i::. on 0.1. tnc Hodges reservoir 
I noticed yenterda~ t hi:l "G tiho .. ~ lie :nd bac :ec,_ u:p to the bridge 
at Bcrnartlo • .Raally , h0·: nuclJ watax- c'o efJ t'h~li; weon you have 
impounded. I -- ~oo notei that i t>r t ·-:er u~ .. the:i. .. u \;as still a good 
stream ""lo, .. ing ~n "'2 ruard..o Cree.Y . 

Then I ·~ . ant to know i f ··on h v i'in[l.lly oonoluded 
your :ontr~.ot to dclivor l.'Utcr to t 1 ... City, nul if' ao , when :vou 
end t1 e C1 t y expoc .... to hav . the ·- i~J e -lino l:li tl. .d.r you going 
to . bring the water into I.a Jell" \"O· t c~ tr. n.: · h ri,dge or 
e~.st of it? 

, . . I ~ffored Crondall . o:t. -c le Soripp r. rns ti tution. to 
build ~r 50 , 000 uol'th more of oott!P" s t ere 1 nt :vear • but he 
t ol,d me it would · be ~o g~od be co u t l tera '"OUlt. not be enough 
water. There has a ~l·eEJ. t c en.uncl t 1 rtl 'S up :.r.1on0 soientif'io 
men in the East for cottage and. labor.:..tory aooo mod tions at 
our institution. .H.lmost daily we rc ~ · oei vi.:ljj lot tars from 
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the di:fferent colleges and universities inquiring about 
aooommoda.tions . 

The time has oome, I am sure, when it would pay 
to build. a seaside hotel noar the beach on the Roseland 
south of the Station. Of course, college professors and 
scientific men generally have small salaries and. could not 
afford to patronize s high-prioed hotel suah as you built at 
Del Lrs.:r. 

I imagine that hardly anybody in San Diego has 
any idee. how famous our little biol.ogical enterprise has 
beoome and. in what high esteem soienti:f'io men all over 
this oou.ntry end in Europe hold our sta£:f. 

1.iy sister Ellen has spoken to me about making 
an appro,!)ria tion £or the improvement of Torrey Pines park. 
She ... .jhiw:s of building roads and l)aths and also putting 
up a pavilion there where a caretaker could live and where 
patrons of the :park aould get refreshments. 

I want more land £or the Biological Statioh. 
Beside the 1'70 aoree that we got from the City some years 
a.go, I purchased and set aside for the use of the institution 
40 aores. I have suggested to my sister and Capt. Orandall 
of the Station, that in consideration of my aister 1 e furnish-
ing the money :f'or improving Torrey Pim s park and perhaps 
deeding immediately to the City some 200 aorea she owns there, · 
the City might give to the University a lot of land. approxi-
matel.y equal in acreage, or at least in value, ·to the Torrey 
Pines land held by my a*ster. I have suggested that this land 
may be eventually used as a aoientifio botanical garden. 

For several years I have been corresponding with 
the psychologist Pro:f . Yerkes, who has been· studying apes. He 
wants to gat a location on some twenty to forty sores of land 
in Southern California, and money enough to populate it with 
e.pea. I have of~ered him aome assistance in the way of pro-
ouring land and aupply.i.ng the money. 

.My Sister has alao :proposed to give the UatUDl 
History Society of San Diego $100,000 for developing their 
work. As this is purely soientif:lo and biological work, I have 
thought their buildings and oolleotion might be better looated 
at the Biological Station than at Balboa Park. There would be 
two advanta,ges in adopting this oourse s first • there ie no 
doubt but what the University would soon enough follow the 
illsti tution, and neither have l -- anY. doubt but that we oould 
get epeaial appropriations from the tate Legislature on this 
sooount, 3uat sa we now do for the Soripps Institution; and 
seoond, it' I oould get the whole business bunched and oo11ld get 
more land, I and my ohildren after me would be atrongly inolined 
to oonti.nue developing the institution as a whole. 

Rpge 3 

During the.paat twelve months I have turned over 
to Rilter and hi.s aesool.atea , :for soienti:fio \10rk , something 
over ,~,000 over end above the usual contributions which my 
sister and I make. 

There were something like 18 000 visitors to 
the Biological museum and station during the year 1919. This 
~aot alone indicates some of the possibilities for e hotel 
and ~or a general further extension of the scientific instl. tution. · · 

in You seo , I am muoh more interested these days 
a :pending mon.ey than in making it. 

The other day Ritter was speaking to me about 
you and he showed that he :felt you were a man of sufficient· 
breadth of mind and vision to be able to tmderstand the value 
to a community like ours and to the nation at large o£ a 
progressive outlook on things. · 

We have never yet been able to procure the 
appointment of a looal regent to the University we did not 
have the pol~tioal pull.. • · · 

. . 
Just aa I usa writing the roregoing it occurred 

to me that you might have ·both the necessary political pull 
and the inclination to get for yourself' the appointment sa 
a regent and adopt ae your particular oare our institution. 
There would. be no oall on you or expectation of receiving 
from you , either .d.ireotly or indirectly, any financial aid. 

Bt..t &uoh an institution as 
mor_e than money or even aoien tifio men. 
cooperation of prsotioal pushing men of 
in£luenoa. 

this needs s omething 
It needs the 

local p.ride and 

__ ~hink some o£ these things ,over, Mr. Fletoher, 
and S·ee if you cannot, without too gr ~eat inconvenience to 
yo~sal:f, do something to put San Diego not only on the 
ma:p of the United States , but on the map of the norld. At 
pr.esent the four moat oonepiououe soientifio oapi tala o:f t e 
worldare Monaoo, Na:plea, Woods Hole (Mass.) and La Jolla. 
.La Jolla is the last oomer, of oonrse. 

Yours sincerely, 

Bot reviewed by E.w.s. 
after diotation 

{Signed) E. W. SORI.PPS 

. 
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.Eage Two/ • 
·~ . \! . ooripps 

FURCHi"SE OP 8TOCX - LIIIDA VI~~ .OIL OOL!Pl~IIY: 
I know just hovl .;;ou f'ae1. You lliive no desiro for more monoy. and to toll ~ou the tl~uth- noitbor l1ave I onoe'. 
I can complete the objoot of 'ttJ1. Ufe - tho sale of our 
wato1· developrrien"\i to a vmter d1atriot - the p eople. 
~e g·aol.ogists hnvo approved the 1ocat1on as the most likely site in ~n Diego County. I hnvo 1nvoat1gatod and found that good bnslness men are at . tho head ~fit · 
and the:~ need encouragement. \'lhethfll• you put up ~?s.ooo. 

2600 or ..;1.000. tlte very fnot. when known. that E. W. 
dcr1pps • the lergaat land owner w:1: thin the district has dono s omething. adds s o muoh to oon.fidenoe in the projeot, 
1 t makes 1 t easier' to finano . • snd I think you should 
at lea st" do something. particul.arly as you have euoh 
J.nrga interest • and people will suroly misunderstand 
(YOU i :f ~ou ref'l.We to do a~eything. · 

I . lATER DEVELOPZ~IiT : Lake Hodges 1s almoD t 
90 f t. and. bao!:od up o\11. te a distance oast ot the bridge. 
He h!lvo betwaen :tour and five b1111on gallons which we 
have impounded this season. as oompared to about one and 
one-hnl.f billion 1n the Cuyameoa. arid it my information is oorreat, t\'to arid one-half billion in the o11zy 1s whole system. 
Hodges has the advantage 1n that the o~poration 1oaees aro 
only 4 2 inches as agninet 68 inches at Bnrrett. To put it in pla~ ·language, wo have this ~ear a n~t safe ~ield which we uill be able to dellvor, of nearly .four billion gallons. Th o1 ty'e net safe yield. · takim into oons1dera.t1on evapora-
tion 1oas ea nnd trnnsn:iission losses. is about, on.e and ono-hnlf bil.lion, or; thoy are approximate~ two billion gallona alcy 
o:f n yoar• s oup_~ J.N based on o.onsumptlon f or 1919. I shall 
bo .t'lad to s end you the exaot £'1 eB 1f desirad. 

1'he oontrnot 1a oll Dilo!Dfld U!' \ilth t ho o1ty ·for the . 
construction of the p1110 l ine, Del... 11s.r to La Jolla. Con-trnats f or 'the pi p o have beon l.ot, and the \"Zork ia on the 
m-y. I will have trml.ve miloo of pipe line built, two r · ervoirs bttilt nnet ready to doliver \'1ater into La Jolla in 'less tan f ivo 'months. 

Thoro to no rans on mi yott l'lhould not o a'heo.d building boueos at the B1olo on1 ~tnt1on that ~ou des1.ro, or anl' improvements that you dos1re, for the water VJill be pwnpod to tho top of Torrey Pilles HS.llo at on oleva t1on of' 
26 f't. and 111 ·, ow b;• · avltJ lnto Unlvors1.1;y Re1 "hts 

r servolr . Yo,u will hnvo as ~ood prosauro as any 1n 
~D 01 o City. • 

• 

• 

.Pnge, 'J!broe/ . E. ~ . . .Jor1yps 

Tho, 1'1pa 11no will £oll0t'1 tho J)E.\Ved h i{;hnay a1l the 
way from Torre3' Pines dropping into tho flat j uot eaot o£· 
tho B1ologioal Station f].lld eaat of the r~ved high-~y. You 
oan :find tho ota!::ee on the ground ~on. 

It i e n tiondar£u1 t'/Ol•k t11o. t t ou have dono, and 
aro do1.ng . not alone f or ~an Diogo County, but f or t 'ho titete 
of California • . I roaent tho criticisms t hat rJlve been 
hoe.pod by . the oppocition on. you, and ~1our associate, . .!..Lr. 
:fortorfield. Ontsido of the bu1ld1Xlf: of the organ , · I -r;oul.d l1}:e to know of ono thing that ~r. Spl~cokels hos GVor 
aubaori bod to t st Ita a not been given eo a matter of 'olio~ 
w1 th his largo bus iness 1.nterests 1 while rucytllin• y ou ~ iva is .not fo1• anb' business lntereets or ~ossibill ty o:f remuneration. To ~"Jlreok.ela it means ever l'thi.ng - the 
goOd will of tho poop1e, and yet mark me, I say J: reokels 
has dona more for t his 'tomt than nDl7 man livill,g. but it 
is mo~o :fl.~om e ·oollllOOrcial spirit, Y~hilc \?i~th you ana. ~0111' a tater, 1 t comes entire~ :from a big heart. dee1r~n.rr to 
do good,. not alone .to the City nna County • but to the na t i on and world. I refer Pal•t1oulerly tq ·th~ io1ot ic~1 S · tion. I run in touch Vlith , .. . Crandall, I hav e kno :n ~ . • 
Ritter :f,o1• ms~ iOtlrS • and me. a;; other meri1bor D of tlta 
Institute. aru1 I ~~ v e17 much interectecl ,, and run coop~ ... tin ~ 
w1 th them in ~ery way. · 

: Yow.: .plan of n senai de hotel 1s a d ndy, and we ~ . 11 
have the water t11E.ll•e lo .. be:foro yott eve1· cen do much Uil"' i ~· . 

l.crsl· ~LLEn ::;c .. IP "l : t ss ..:cr pp~ lleri pro .. i:v 
done more .thnn any 11vill6 womnn in · ·'l !ego Ol'" · -t ,.o. 
liar pln.n of ir.lpr oVins the ~orroy Pines nark is dt.ndy. am 1n olo o .touch t"li th the city munBL,.PQl•, _ .. lle.vo friend ... 
in court • . so ·na fn1~ sa ~ influonoo oes, I hall btl m · . 1 
slod to assist you 1n ony exolt ngo . l o sa ~·.rrit m 
Snformnl letter . 1v1 · a ·local. de c1·1 tion or o 1.~ 

aa ·Sor1ppo w11l dood to tl1 city . nd . ltl rnl cri t1on 
of tbo lnnd that you l'ftlllt f.J.•om th c·i 1W' • . ~ lot f l. out tho D1 ·· t1on fir t. o th~ t 1 't .: 11 !O u m tl1ot t a or1tlo1 m or h1toh. i'he trniver 1 \7i.U cer · ~ noon o lot of land. It "'OlZld bo o. o of th tal: · ttr ct .o havo l:Tof. Yerke · tv1 tb · ood :ro l f J..v o , t~ 
Oertn1Dly l f 1:11 • ~cr:l.pps . ves '10 ,ooo to 
Hie tor:v soo1 , he llould bnv th o y 
bu1ld1 · una colleotlon e ottld b locut • 

UUI·v 4-'..;I~: I b our• 

.. 
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_uga Four/ E • . • ' ripps 
• 

oonferenoe nith Governor s tephens on this subjeat. I 
appreoiato your aug stion, but it not policy for me to bo 
a regent of the University, however, I tl1ink that I oan give 
you some good news in tho noar fUtnro. I havo no authority· 
for mald.ns the statemgnt, but would you ao idor thu 
appointment, and i£ not, whom \10uld you· prefer. living 1n 
~ Diego. Julius \!angenhaim was vary amrious to get an 
appointment . Hhat do you think of Goorgo araton'i' ~ere 
is goin r to be ono more vacancy. I wonl.d like to discuss 
thi~ ~~tter uith you when I am on my feet again. 

Q , Il DT~;·o ··-,r:m n· 0 0 - ,_or~ r:n... i r• 0 a:;.t\. ~ _.r~v • 1 l !J ... .J: rt !. ~ • .L- J. ': :.cuora 0 n 
roacon in tho ::orl.d ·:rlcy you nr ... oul.d not aign up s ome 
ag-reement . and s oon. 'lo arc eir"nin~; up nn sgreernant now 
!i tb the Timken } rop ties , the same that we e i _ned up 

witr. the Th.um' a , vrlth ono exception. ie: According to the 
term~ of the ~um er;roement , they must leavo the question 
of dottnga to tllc ~tate ·;atar Commi cion of California; 
under tho Timkon ngreornent , Timken has tho option of going 

1 ther to the courts or tho vret r commission. WU~ you. 
please instruct li.r . He.rpsr to call on me &" an early dnte 
at th : w ew sanitarium ana let me disouss · ~tia matter 
w1 th .aim. f or vre want s ome aot1on. Already over fifteen 
of tho emalle:r property owners have si 1f1ed an intention 
to sih'U the eeme agreement as has been sisned by tho Thum 
Jh-others. 

. I wi~h to assure you.that I oons1der ·1t an 
honor to hnve your confidence and ' fr1endah1p. As iOnng 
tT!fln . I di d cany f oolish, impulsive. th1ll8e. but with 
roeponsi 111ty has come perhnps a larger degree of ·good 
judgment. for I . have beon ver-y nooesaful and 1fi3 drenms 
s.re oom: true. \'11 thout the asaletanoe of good fri rtde 
like ~ou • . thia could not be. 

I am getting alo nicely, and was veey 
pl a d to learn toda;v that the man who O'"UDed thq aooidont 
hns adntltted thnt tho fault as ontirely hia. I never hfld 
a.rq senso of fear thru it all, and rq ono orr., was for . 
m::J friend , Homons • tho Stat Foro ter, and I thank the Lord 

s BnO\· S1(5J1S of 1mprovomont end w1U probabJ.i be out 
on h1 · t a tn· \71 thin the noxt siX or e1t.t,ht weeks. It 

11 b t le et flv or i x weokc bafore they \"Jill b abl 
to r ov from the hoapit l. 

lith kind ot p roo 1 r rda. I am 
Vory u 1ncora:cy yours • 

. . 

LARGEST DAILY 
CI 9'J\JL~TION 0 F 
A~~ .( NEWSPAPER 
IN SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY • 

MEMBER A .B.C . 

';/ 

• 

The . San Diego Sun 
Eatabli1hed 1881 

San Diego, California, 
April 27. 1920. 

• . 
11ImSOLUTIONS"- To the "COlVIMITTE:& of THmTY". 

• . . ... 

Yot:1r speo:f,aJ. o onnni tte, appointed to 
investigate and repcn:t on a comprehensive plan 
for water dev~opment for tbis region, do. re-
apeatf,llly report t~ follovring resolutions: 

Resolved: Ci) That it is the sense of this 
committee that a muniaipal. water district be 
oreated. · 

(2) That the boundaries of the pro-
posed district be approximately as indicated 
by aoaompaning map attaohed, the sub-districts 
being indicated by the letters, 11.A.,a;G,F". 

C3l \Ve recommend that -a committee . 
of" the "Committee of Thirty" be appointed to 
meet as ... soon as possible, w:tth the MfWor, the 
Common Council. and the water Commission of ~e 
oity of San Diego; and the W'a tar Committe of 
the Chamber of Commerce . and with the proper 
officials of the other va.rious inoorpora ted 
cities and lowns Wl.. thin the proposed district. 
with a view to . the empl.pymen't of a water snpply 
engineer to fix the ~egal. boundaries of the pro-
posed dietriat, and for the further purpose of 
putting in oiro11la tion the peti tiona for the 
calling of the el.eotion of said ~iatriot. 

Respectfully submitted. 

. 

JAMES G . SCRIPPS 
CH.AifiWAfo! 011' THE aOAIU) 

W H . PORTERFIELD 
PR.S,DI:HT 

G£0, H. THOMAS 
IEDrTOit 

W S . DAYTON 
IIU81NIE8& WAHAOIER 

• 

.. 



dan Diego, California 
november 29 , 1920 

·a·s • .u . ~; . ...;oripps, 
1·1ramnr, California. 

;,1y de nr 171 .. s . ~oripps: 

.. 

lHJ you m•o probably anara, the .business· . 
men o~ this o1 ty are ~Ol .. mJ.ng a Community \"/elfare Council . 
~ith tho i de1 of ay~tomatio support of the ohorttims of 
t~~ city thru the bud6ot ayetom. The 'funds - ~111 be 
apportioned to tl1o organizations "ivan on the enolosod 
list. ..t.pprorlmataJ..v \,176,000 \'Jill be needed to 
properly maintnin tho t'.7on·ti~-ono o11n1·1 tios menticnad 
in tbir; li ,t. 

1 am H t1omb 1' of t..lle GODmli ttec soliai ting 
funde :fo~<.· tli~ nur:c oze . Tho Coffiffii ttaa ll8.S a rbi tl'tlrily 
detol•minElci. u )On the sum ... bi9h thay hope ·ou c cn a eo 
your -a~:; clenr to oub .. ori ba , . the sum baing 02 , 000.00. 
It 1:::: om· ide: . to J.•aise ijho £i1, t ~'>100,000 f':rom the 
lErge subGcribcr ;, e n d. t11e bblnnco in r1maJ.l. umounts. 
.It m~y bo - j'-.ttt \1i slt to ~d.,~ r:or • or loso. \•o llOI)e 
you t~1l be as liberal a~ you £eel you oan be. 

I encloso u1J,JO!"i_ tion 111~m1: ancl ~Jollld 
sp1)r oiuto it i ..... ~J on ~;onld nig n 2· m9 ruul r.1nil to mo 
n:hat s ub•: ari ·tioll -.: on ~e3l th<J. t ~' ou c .n !:.i;-:o:c.'d to 
'1 -vo . In ~-ki;·J tLi ,· s' scl.·i_::tion to ·thl! Commu.n.i ty 
.:oi.i' \ e Couniiil . y u e!"c b~ing :&.- ~lio·~o'l of the 
necnssi tr of' b~ in._ c# llt1cJ. ·ap on · y · mi o:L 1;lto 
chari't:!.so iJl")ll~ionod :-.. or j;'Grthel'" cub::;orip·~onn . l.a.ey 
o-£ ttl"" l r r"· cr c~i i;iee in tho ~est 1 !"Ve ve~y F.;Uoaacs-
;~l'ti J~anc.lcd. tboil' chari ·tico in ·i;Jlio \'?U;(. 

HO.[)iJ • tc h: V · ~ 
yom· h!lt~rt~ c copf\1 .. (. tior • I ... m 

V ·:c-:; ·inc o1· .ly ;; our f1 ~ 

.. - --

• 

Ban Diego , Cnlif., 
Decombor 10. 19 ~0 . 

• 

~s. E. l. ~orippa, 
lalirnmar • ColifOl"nin. 

Dear Madnm: 

Tho o omrni t too hns as · od mo to m'~ko 
a fin 1 report on the 1:-i th of thi" .. onth in the 
F..a tte1· of · the "Community Chest'' fund. f or this 
oom1nu· year. 

As you kno17l. a stl"On · or llni2ation 
of mon nnd r1omcn hnvo tnl~on up . in ... cc_ c t r.Altio \rray .. 
the quc...,t1on of t h t} but1got c.'o te-: £or the t - nt-n -onc 
olu1r1 tie a in t h i c oi ·i;y. In my opinion it iD o · · tG:p 
in the r l ·ltt diro otion. mnl:int..o our "nbnoriptions 
in one sum inutoad of promi souont giving . It oovoo 
us a lot of botbo1· • fincl 1c o· .n fcul tl '1 t the ... one~., 
iD bainr hEAndled by r.1en un. nnr1en nl• o lu::.·c. ·::.net 
will gi~o tho timt1 to\·!nrd oaain'" t: a.t th~ ·!.~one~; lc 
properl~ a~ocnd~d. 

I ltOJlO be · o1·e -.. ondny to r~ccivc :vour 
subscription :tor wll!l tevar cum you o-...1• tCl ·i.,-c. 
I mny mal:e rrcy .fittnl l"Ol)Ort us rc uo t d l'y the 
oommi ttee. :a lll.'O still f'ar bohind ;.n Mtti 
the necessary subscriptions • ana hove ~' Ot'. "ill .,_e 

_your gift as libernl ao ~o·aible . 

Yours vorN oincor~l • 

• 

EF :XU 

• 
• 



c • • 
.. 

.o . • a 1 e of 0 0 o ~ 0 

,; ~ '0 00 a: 1 t Cl tf 31 • •• 

.. np oc o·t th tt 

I 11 ) J: 

- lO • • . jJ . n a .. , I 

• 01 1 .. 

• 



Ed Fletcher Papers

1870-1955

MSS.81

Box: 24 Folder: 27

General Correspondence - Scripps, E.W.

Copyright: UC Regents

Use: This work is available from the UC San Diego Libraries. This digital copy of
the work is intended to support research, teaching, and private study.

Constraints: This work is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Use of this work beyond that allowed by "fair use" requires written permission of
the UC Regents. Permission may be obtained from the UC SanDiego Libraries
department having custody of the work (http://libraries.ucsd.edu/collections/mscl/).
Responsibility for obtaining permissions and any use and distribution of this work
rests exclusively with the user and not the UC San Diego Libraries.


	mss81_r24_f27_391
	mss81_r24_f27_392
	mss81_r24_f27_393
	mss81_r24_f27_394
	mss81_r24_f27_395
	mss81_r24_f27_396
	mss81_r24_f27_397
	mss81_r24_f27_398
	mss81_r24_f27_399
	mss81_r24_f27_400
	mss81_r24_f27_401
	mss81_r24_f27_402
	mss81_r24_f27_403
	mss81_r24_f27_404
	mss81_r24_f27_405
	mss81_r24_f27_406
	mss81_r24_f27_407
	mss81_r24_f27_408
	mss81_r24_f27_409
	mss81_r24_f27_410
	mss81_r24_f27_411
	mss81_r24_f27_412
	mss81_r24_f27_413
	mss81_r24_f27_414
	mss81_r24_f27_415
	mss81_r24_f27_416

