
INTERNATIONAL YE/\R OF THE 1·/011/\.N CONFERENCE 

Copenhagen, Den~ark 

(July 14, 1980) 

We the Chicanas for mally present to this conferenc e a statement and 
re ~~nlu t i o n~:; tlvi i c l e,1 r 1 y _i_] lu:; trat e the oppr0 s si ve conditions faced 
bv Chicanas i n tl1e United Stat es of America . The resolutions as stated 
a~e some o[ the demands t h c:1t must be dealt Hith in order for justice 
a nd equality to prevail for Chicanas and Homen in genera l . 

HESOLUTIONS FRClt-1 'l'HL L:Lr:riLNTARY /\ND SF:COND/\RY f.DUCATJON C'OM!'11JNITY 

r:duca tion ]1o th o n the elementary and secondary l eve ls are s till 
faced by many attitudes of raci sm a nd sexism. /\ll programs 
geared towards the improvement of the educational si tuation 
for the minority and disadvantages are consta ntly being me t 
with much resistance . 

RESOLUTIONS: 

l. Competence Tc :3t i ng . T'1c:my of our :c;tuclen ts arc at lea st tHo or 
more years beh ind the ma j ority student . This testi n ?.; will prove 
to provide a endurance for many of our student s who do not pass 
this testi n~ and receive a certificate of a ttendance rather than 
a d ipl oma. Therefore , these students ~ill not be able to attend 
i n s titutio n s of higher education of four years ~ecause of the lack 
of a dip l oma . \.'le demand the elimination of rac i .:l.l and culturally 
b ia sed competence testing. 
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2. Parent Involvement . Parent involvement is t he l argest area of 
concern . Parents are the best resource that sch oo ls have a n d ye t the~ 
are n o t utilized to the great est of tl1eir c apacities. Man y school . 
di strict s are not co ncerne d with the training and e ducation of parent ~ 
l!o t just training concerning tutOl"ing services for their children but _ 
a lso parent r i ght s within the school system . We must begin to put 
pressure for this type of training so that parent s may be fully in- , 

3 . 

va lved in the educational process of their children . W~ deman d : 
training and educational program s for parents . 

Bi linsual Education. Bilingual education is an area of much con­
cern for our Chicana students . \·!e h'ant bilingua l education for 
Chicanas and all other children ( Mexican , Blacks , Asians, and 
1.-Jhites ), ~·le feel that this helps facilitate the process by l'<'hich 
our students will learn two languages (Eng li s h/ Spanish), with 
pride . Many time s bilingual education has been thought of only as 
a tool by which English can be learned, but b ilingual education is 
more than that . The advantages of bilingual education is both an 
academic achievement and a financial advantage. Students learn 
better, faster , while improving self - concept . Cultural awareness 
is ano ther advantage, that will assist them in their relationship 
with other groups of people. 

We demand research on bi lingual education . Th is research needs to 
be done hy Chicanos who are aware of the bi l i n gual/bicultural 
life style. 
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4. Integration. We demand ma ndatory inte~ration where schoo l s do not 
meet federal requirements . Vo lunteer integration ne ed s to ~e 
the husing of both minority students to maiority schools and ma ­
j ority students t o minority schools . It has ~cen our exnerience 
that the majority of students noved has hee n mi norit y and we feel 
i t ought to be a t~c -way movement . Also , nore publicit ~r nee ds to 
he provided to the ma jority school students . It seems t~at pre ­
sently public ity ha s bee n c oncentrated in minority schools . 

5. Quality Education . Equal level of tax dol l a r s must he spent at 
all schools in the barrios and the u pper - class anglo communities . 
It has heen our exper1ence that children ln the harr1os are not 
g iven the same education that anglo children in the anglo communi ­
ties are receiving. 

6. Materials and Media. Materials and media used in the cla s srooms , 
espec1ally at the elementary level are st ill very sex i st and 
racist. We must continue to apply pressure on school d i s tricts 
to carefully examine the types of materiaJs heing u sed by the 
teachers. 

7. Counselin~ and High School Drop-outs. The drop- out rate for 
Chicanas lS much higher than any other group of students . We 
must look at this much more seriously . Obviously, e ducation i s 
not meeting the needs of Chicanas. And those who are graduating 
are not receiving the need ed skill s neces s ary to go on to insti­
tutions of higher education or enter a career area of their choice . 
Counseling for Chicanas is an area of desperate need. Both aca ­
demic and personal gu idance is needed fo r the Chicana. Counseling 
Chicanas into higher edcucation begins at the elementary level and 
providing information on career choices that are reallstlc lS an 
important part of this process. Many Chicanas do not see education 
as a possible solut~on to their problems hut rather see marriag e 
as that solution. We demand counseling programs for Chicanas. 

8. Role Models in Education. Hiring of more Chicanas in e d ucation, as 
role models lS needed. Role models are necessary for Chicanas to 
see people like themselves in roles that perhaps they can have. 
Hiring of Chicanas, bilingual and/or hicultural , must he viewed as 
important. Relatin g to someone who is brown, speaks the language , 
and has come to grips with living in two cultures is important. 
By being exposed to people like this we can learn that we are able 
to keep the best of both cultures. Many districts are hiring 
anglo bilingual people, to help maintain the bilingual programs 
but we must begin to also emphasize the bicultural person who is 
needed as a role model. 

More encouragement for Chicanas to go into administration needs 
to take place. More Universities need to provide administrative 
programs for Chicanas. Also, some form of support and encourage­
ment needs to be provided for existing Chicanas in administrative 
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positions . The double standard exi s ts all the way throu~h . We 
demand tl1e immediate hiring of more Chicanas in all levels of 
education . 

9 . Smaller Class Size . We demand smaller clas s e s per teacher . This 
lncludes all classes : bilingual, remedial , gifted, etc . with 
disclusion of administrators, nurses , classified staff in the 
ratio makeup . 

10 . Stop Follow- Through Program . In the follow- through program pa­
rents are requested to s ign a vJaJ.ver asJrinp.; fnr their child to be 
removed from thP. hilingual classes . If the paren·t sir,ns the v;aiver 
then they can participate in the follow- through program . In the 
follow - through program children are given free medical and dental 
services. If your child remains in bilingual classes then he/she 
can not receive these services . 

11 . Communications \Ji th Other Minority Groups . Chicanas need to deve ­
lop a communlcatlon network Wlth other mlnority interest groups . 

12 . Programs for Chicanas . ~ncourage Chicana organizations and groups 
to be formed , throughout the educational process ( K- 12 and Higher 
Educat i on ). Provide local annual Chicana high school conferences , 
providing information on health , education , employment , relation­
sh i ps with parents/boyfriends , etc . 

Enc ourage Chicana business women to sponsor a Chicana career day . 
Whereby , professional Chicanas take a Chicana student for a day 
and show them what they do in their career . 

Educat i on is a sure way for more Chicanas to be come more independent 
and self - determined . Through education a feeling of accomplishment 
for the self is felt . We must u s e edu c ation as a tool to help 
our young Chicanas become aware of their total potential . 

HEALTH , MENTAL HEALTH AND ALCOHOL WORKSHOP 

RESOLUTIONS : 

l. That Cl1icanas stand together in opeosition of any tax monies , 
state or federal , be used for warrlng purposes , and that the money 
be targeted to local Health Care Resources for t h e Chicano Com­
munities . 

2 . That Chican os oppose the abusive treatment we and our families 
re c eive i n outpatient/inpatient health services . That the Office 
of Stat ewide Health Planning and Office of Civil Rights investi­
gate consumer complaints . 

3 . Only through increasing professional bicultural and bilingual 
st a ffing can the health care system/services truly address our 
ne e ds . Therefore , we recommend that medical schools and all 
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other professional he a lth sc hool s i r1 creas e the number o f slots for 
admissions and particularly stop discrimination against Chic a nas, 
so that in ten years Raza professionals have reached par with 
our population in the Unit ed St ates of America . 

4 . We demand tha t tl1 e local , s tate a nd federa l program s provid inp 
health service s st op requiring proo f of citizenship before ren­
dering services. 

S. We demand that all s tate offices providing health serv ices, i.e., 
family planning, OR -GYN, abortion , stRrt documenting e tl1nicity , 
age , etc . so that we can ohtain health monie s for our communi ­
ties. 

6. We support the right to alternati v e health care methods , i . e., 
natural birthing practices , etc., and not be forced to use in­
stitutionalized methods which are typically money -making and 
not for our health ben efits . 

7. Recognize the increase of the problem of alcoho l amongst Cl1icanas , 
and the need for research by Chicano profes sional s . 

Outcome: The state and f ederal funds be targeted for 
Chicano Alcohol recovery s ervice s , i.e . , ( detox , 
socialization centers and residential home s ), and 
staffed by bicultural b ilingual Chicanos . And 
that specific training programs to as sist the 
Chicano with alcohol problems to re - enter the 
job market unrelated to war . 

8 . We demand that more culturally relevant bilingual mental health 
programs be developed for Chicanas and their fam ilies in the 
already existing programs and facilities. 

9. We demand that state/federal funds be especially earmarked for 
bilingual/bicultural, health, nutrition, mental health programs , 
and preventive health education. 

10. We demand that local/state and federal government orovide and 
pay for indigent health care services. 

ll . We demand that the state begin auditing .the Hill Burton hospi­
tals for proof of compliance; 

One very important aspect of family life and survival is food 
that meets the nutritional needs of our bodies. 

12. We demand adequate resources to puPchase and prepare foods . 

13. We demand bilingual/bicultural educational nutritional programs 
for Chicanas. 

t . 
I 
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14. He demand that undocumented and documented immigrant s be provided 
emergency and non-emergency medical care. 

IMMIGRATION 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1. We demand that the government of the United State s of America eli­
minate policies that requjre ler,al immigrant status to receive 
health care and social services and urge county governments to do 
likewise with any restr,icting policies they may have. 

2. We demand that federal dollars for social services to the undocument~ 
ed ta¥payer be funded directly through the contractor in order to 
maximize receipt of benefits to the people. 

3. We demand that in view of the enormous amount of tax dollars paid 
into the government coffers by the Hispanic, there needs to be an 
information network established to produce public in formation pro­
grams to inform persons of the civil right and s oc ial benefits to 
which they are entitled . 

4. We demand that this conference be opposed to any type of BRACERO/ 
guest worker program. 

5. 

6. 

7 . 

8. 

We demand that multi-national corporations provide full benefits to , 
workers. Further, we demand that these companies be required to 
return a percentage of their profits to be returned to communites 
in which they are located to provide social services, educational, 
andvocational programs. 

In view of the widespread and rampant corruption, abuse and whole­
sale flaunting of elementary concepts o f civil and human rights 
and justice that is being perpretrated by the United States Immigra- ·I 
tion and Naturalization Service against Hispanics, WE DEMAND a stop 
to this violence which is racist in orgin and endemic to the INS 
and its training components, and further, state that this violence 
has been condoned at all levels of authority . ~le further condem the 
civil and human rights abuses against all Hispanics, legal and illega ~ 
which are committed by local and State law enforcement agencies 
Hithin the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . 

We demand that a civil rights component of the U. S . Attorneys' Officer
1 

especially those offices located in highly impacted areas of Hispanic c ~ 
be established with outreach into the community . '• 

We demand that local advisory boards with citizen participation be 
established to assist by monitoring complaints and investigations 
by law enforcement agencies . 
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9 . We demand that advocay panels be established to protect the alien 
1 n s i t u at -i on s o f <J c l c n t i on il n <J deport Cl t i. o n . 

10 . We demand that the 1rrunir,ra.tion Courts be sc narated f r om the IJ11.JTlip;ra ­
tion and Natural i?. at i on Sc r·v:i. ce a nd that deportation hearings ancl 
other ad j udications be cond uc te d in a n open manner as are other 
Civil Court procedures . 

11 . 'vJ e f urther crv out a nd conclem the special vj olence and clehur11anizat :io r: 
of women carried out bv the U. S . Border Patro l and reflec t ed i n their 
use of body cavi tie s and striD searches . 

12 . \rJ e call f or the crec1tion of an I nter nati.onal 'Triruna.l to i mt<>stir;ate 
the atrocities a nd v i olence bein g perpetrated ap;aiB st t-wmen a long 
the Unit ed Stat e s o f Americ a. a nd f"l exico ~order . 

NATIONAL CI!ICANO ~10 R/\TOR 1 lJH 

Rf.SOLUTION : 

l. We call on the lNTJ;RN/\T IO N/\L Yr:AR OF' Tf!T~ 1'101-1/\N CON F' ERr: !Cf: · t o open 1 y 
support the comemoration of the lOth Anniver s ary of the Chicano 
Moratorium held of August 29 , 1970 . The comemoration will again 
ta ke place in Los 1\np,clcs C j]_ i. fornin. on .1\ llp:ust 3oth , 1980 . 

Suhmitted By 
Lili. s Lope z 
San Diego , Cali forni a 
United States of America 
July l lf ' l 9 8 0 
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