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Approximately 31,000 UC San Diego undergraduate and graduate students are coming back to

school Oct. 2 to begin fall quarter. The class includes an estimated 4,900 incoming freshmen

and 2,400 new transfer students.
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The incoming freshmen have an overall grade-point average of 4.07 and average SAT

Reasoning scores of 616, 679, and 639 respectively, for Critical Reading, Math and Writing. The

campus’s new transfer students bring with them a 3.61 grade-point average.

This fall also marks the beginning of Juan González’s tenure as UC San Diego’s Vice

Chancellor for Student Affairs. González has served as Vice President for Student Affairs at a

number of prestigious universities over a 22-year period; most recently, he held the position at

the University of Texas at Austin, which has a student population of more than 50,000. Prior to

that, he served as Vice President for Student Affairs at Arizona State University; Georgetown

University; California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo; and California State

University, San Bernardino.

“UC San Diego is a world-class university and holding this position is a wonderful opportunity

to be of service to some of the country’s most talented and dynamic students,” González said.

“Students are the foundation of all universities, and I look forward to the opportunity to

contribute to this campus’s goal of being a student-centered university.”

Effective July 1, 2014, McKerrow, M.D., Ph.D., became the second Dean of the Skaggs School,

joining UC San Diego from UC San Francisco where he served as Professor of Pathology and

Director of the Center for Discovery and Innovation in Parasitic Diseases. McKerrow brings a

wealth of experience in natural product research and drug discovery and development. His

keen interest in these areas will help bring together cross-disciplinary researchers on campus

and in the community—in global health, infectious diseases, biology and chemistry and drug

development programs.

Cristina Della Colleta, Dean of Arts and Humanities

Formerly Professor of Italian and Associate Dean at the University of Virginia, Della Colleta’s

appointment was effective Aug. 15, 2014. A doctoral alumna of UCLA, as Dean at UC San Diego

she will hold the Chancellor’s Associates Chair in Italian Literature. She has been the recipient

of numerous teaching awards and fellowships, and is an award-winning author of three books,

with research interests that include contemporary Italian literature, particularly historical fiction,

film and cultural studies, women’s studies and the use of technology in the humanities.

Carol Padden, Dean of Social Sciences

Padden, a recognized scholar of sign languages, has been appointed Dean effective Oct. 1,

2014. A recipient of the MacArthur Fellowship, popularly known as the “genius grant,” Padden

has been on the faculty of the UC San Diego Department of Communication since 1983, when

she earned her Ph.D. from the university’s Department of Linguistics. Padden served as

Associate Dean and faculty equity advisor in the Division of Social Sciences from 2008 to 2013.

She currently serves as UC San Diego’s interim Vice Chancellor for Equity, Diversity and

Inclusion.
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González’s responsibilities at UC San Diego will include the development, assessment and

improvement of services that meet and support the needs of students and the university’s

mission.

Some of the goals he has outlined include creating partnerships and collaborations throughout

the UC San Diego campus community on issues affecting the health and wellbeing of students

as well as issues relating to retention and academic success of students.

An estimated 4,503 freshmen, or 91 percent, will be living on campus, making up 42 percent of

undergraduate housing. More than 900, or 33 percent, new transfer students will be living in

the Village at Torrey Pines. Overall, about 10,900 new and continuing students will be living on

campus.

New and returning students will find a number of new projects, facilities and initiatives

underway on campus. This fall, Revelle College will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the start

of fall classes for UC San Diego first undergraduates, who arrived on campus in 1964, with the

grand opening of the college’s new dining hall, 64 degrees. The eatery, named by current

students, pays homage to both the college’s pioneer class and the average temperature of the

ocean off the La Jolla coast. The renovated dining hall is designed to give customers more

dining and seating options than its predecessor, the Plaza.

In addition, a food pantry will soon be established at the Student Center. Construction is

expected to begin in early fall and the pantry is scheduled to be in operation in winter quarter.

The food pantry will provide non-perishable free food to UC San Diego students who may be

experiencing food insecurity.

“As cost of living and college expenses increase, some students are faced with difficult

decisions as to how their money will be allocated,” said interim University Centers Director,

Sharon Van Bruggen. “Establishing a food pantry on campus will provide needed relief to

students who may not have nutritious and varied food options on a daily basis. It will help

ensure the academic success to students of all backgrounds.”

All registered undergraduate and graduate students will be able to utilize the food pantry with

a valid UC San Diego ID card.

Students will also have the opportunity to take part in a campus sanctioned “Graffiti Art Park” at

the Student Center. The park will be an outdoor outlet of creative expression, constructed with

about eight individual, double-sided 8-by-4-foot plywood billboards. Graffiti Art Park’s opening

event will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on October 13th. Event organizers will be providing a



limited amount of spray paint cans for students and will be showcasing the graffiti artwork of

three artists, two of whom are UC San Diego undergraduate students. The unfenced area will

give students access to the park daily.

For more information on the start of fall quarter at UC San Diego, go to:

http://welcomeweek.ucsd.edu

http://welcomeweek.ucsd.edu/

