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y 1 /7/ 1 

06 . 45 hrs departed 1.ngora~ by 33 h.p. canoe 
accorpanied by 4 local Cen us Intervi ew 
Officers . - i9.30 - rrived , o·n Patrol 
Post . Ov rnight . 

06 .45 hrs - prepare for patrol , also routine 
drninlstration. 

12.00 hrs . denarted Amboin for .EIG JDA . 
12.20 hrs arrlved J1E I CENDA, census held. 
·16. 0 hrs dep· rted 1 IGEND .. for .0 GABI . 
17. 00 hrs arrived IO GABil discussions with 
interviewers on common fau ts. Overn11~ht. 

06 45 hrs. Census of ~~NG I started. 
14.)0 h s . departed ·fONGABI . 
15.00 hrs. arrived AR '.B - Census held. 
16-30 hrs. departed ... AHBA. 
17.30 hrs. ar.ived C I UT - overnight. 

06.45 hrs. Census of C ,L·iljUl' i tarted. 
11.00 hrs . depar ed cqr !BUT, low tide and 
trees made t r ave! difficult. Canoe had to be 
handled over sh llow rap ... · s. 
12.30 hrs. arrived !1 IAI - Census held • 

• 00 hrs . departed I I J for STIC IU t. . 
1 5.1 c; hrs. arrived SIL IU l - overnight . 

06.45 hrs. Correction of Census sheets and 
enterin. up of tally books. People of 

E ·rT ~ sent for due lack of carriers. 
P. ~ .• - Cens s of IUd - 1'\J.rther ork on 
Census returns - overni ht. 

s i eld. 

he la . 
cen'"' s eld . 
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P LITICAL. his 
in relation to he 
was available, o 
e ec ed. 

atrol was onduc ed so l e ly to acquire inl'o nut· 
erritory Census , to u h only 1 ~· ed op 10 tunity 

cquire de ailed info r m tion s wou be normally 

Poli tic ally the people are gener lly un :rare, wn' le 
in no willage wq s a radio heard to operate at night. 'he people 
claim they h ve no money to buy ra ios, vhile their local Members 
for he House of As embly h ve no a ~ arent desire to visit and 
inform them of whats happeni ~ on h political front. 

Sever 1 persons expres sed the reque t for a separate 
independant electorate for the Amboin area. It was ex~lained 
that Amboin is an un ieldly ~ re i th a population of only 6,ooo 
while if every non-pr)ulated area in Jew Guine laid claim to this 
request, the problem wou d be ins ountable as regards paying 
ad itional M.H •• •s because of the e~tra electorates created. 

The urther one pro res ses up the Karnwari River 
particularly beyond ongabi, he less interested the people ppear 
in oolitics. This is as a result of a slow c an eover from a 
nomadic existence to normal set tled village 1 vin • any of the 
villages above A. O ~ I are norn ally absent, alt ough after some 
2-3 weeks notification a good percentage of the people were 
usually present. 

I~ ap ears from discussions that the people are only 
indirectly concer ed with self governrent and independance in 
hat neither will chnnge tteir physical en iroment, 1 reover their 

customary village existence. Ver few of he children from the 
area surveyed attend school, while the people are prim rily 
interested in their . H •• 's from t ~ e point of view of obtaining 
extra revenue from an 'llready limited source, namely artefacts, and 
timber. Complaints nre often voiced over low prices received 
for ~hese tw items. 

1'he luluai-tultul sys em continues to oper~ te, vh le 
the most i ntluectial official in any of .he vil a es is patrolled 
throu.gh is tul tuJ. ARKI of SIKAITTJf. 

1 enerally the luluais and tultuls con lain the 
peo le wil no t alw#ys listen to their order in r g rd to 
bui din0 new houses or oi ts. Brief di cu ssions were held 
whenever possible outlining the obvious dvanta es of im. rove 
hygiene. 

·r USE OF ASSE LY. 

All villa . ers co mplained t t heir loc3l . H • .A. 's 
have never visited them since last el ction time 1968. ome 
knowled able p rsons co111plained hat t e • H. • ' were rece ving 

oo money for wh-z the c lle l ttle or no work. 

in di sc1bsions ere hel w ile t as poin e OU 

that heir local . H. A. 's coul be qu .e ely contac ed w en ever 
hey ero in .\neor lso c e to t e lar area their locnl ? . H. 

were elected to, it ould be an i me se t a k to "Ji si t e eh nd 
every illage . 

home nd 
whole pol 
the 

The ~ ·er of 1972 N on 1 le ions as i e 
t e people to o some sol d thinkin about their 
31 econom. socia rut re in re on => what 
in o ea 1i s 1~ ance ro U eir .• H. A. ' s . 

•I S 
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It 
jori y of v h s of the ,. 

d .. hat .• H •• ' s were ele te at the 
pl Wto h d every op ortun·t at 

\T te in avour o new .• H. ' s , 1 t he 1972 g.ne a: el 
they so desir d . 

Whenever the er ce arose, he role of the House uf 
Assembl.y, Central Gove nment k>cal Cklvernrnent Cou ci l were 
explained. Ho e'er , most of y 1.cuss ons cantered around the 
House of Assembly, the funct ion~ f . • H •• •s, National Elections , 
and th . budget. 

The . .,ource s of 
the people wlll becom 
particularly ~conomic, 
with due regard to the 
and Central Gove1·nm~nt 

. 

tax inco was iven due attention, so s 
fully a fait that a 1 evelopment, 
is ~overned by he total taxable income 
effor s of t e people , Both Local Government 

axe fo r med the nain discu ssion points • 

Self Gcyernm,~nt and Independence:- On asking the people 
what they all t1ou h about elf government and independence , the 
village spokesm3n in each c ~ se replied hat 1972 would be quite 
satist·actory fo::- full self overnment wi th Inde endence bout 
twelve years later on. 

The name of • Joseph Kenni (P.w. o. fo reman oram) 
was invar1 bly mentioned, wlile with fUrther discussions it was 
learnt that enni had strongly advised the village officia . 
that they must follow the line of thought dopted by the An ornm 
Local Government Ccuncillors. In brief the vil l age 01ficials 
lluluais and tultuls) attended the Select Committee meeting held 
Angoram early this ye r, while Kenni is alleged to h~ve pulled 
them aside, to inform them what they w re to say or else fac e the 
rest of the Angor ~.m people with great shame. In ffect this meant 
acknowledging t e need fo self overril!lent in 1972 . 

Now with the Turu C lt some persons are beginning to h ve 
second thou hts about whether they are ready fo r self government 
or not, as t he eople lend some conern to gaining money. It was 
interesting to note that the people disas ociated themselves with 
the Yangoru or 'l'uru argo Cult s they f elt believers of the cult 
were only belittJin themselves. 

Independence w s discussed in brief while he only concern 
was the peo. le did not want a~l the expatri tes to leave at this 
time, but to s ay on anu work side by side rith local indigenous. 

No worries or concern were e ress over the West Irian
Papua - New Guinea border or h rol e of the ndo ne sians in 
est Irian. 

ECONOFIC 

In brief the entire area patrolle is underdevelop d . The 
only income the people receive is from the sDle of logs , which they 
r ft own to An cram, nd al o the sale o 1r tef ct s . 

Coffee could ell oe produced in tht . · rea althougl ith 
cur rent D ••• F. policy on i"ur her co fee or rice production, t.1 
only ot her a.ltern tive eft is rubber . Until a qualified ru ber 
ex ert s ar~ives to carry out a feas b ity survey, the occasio 1 

f log and artefacts wi l l have t o suffic • 

The last visit to this r e y 
Officer w sin 1968 ~lile in 1969 · nd 
Development Officers rolJ ed briefly 

r i ate D ••• F. 
1 ssist n Rur 1 

the r 
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OUS JE !ELOP .2 'Tl . 

The entire area as no conce t r ated no1 - i di enous 
development • w. Heathcot e f rom Ambunti mak s oc sional 
visit. s to t~H are a t o buy ar ef et s only . 

SOCI 

Catholic .·1ss1on Bi ble chool exist s at Amongabi, 
while n otner shhools exist in t !.e reg:on. Englisn i s not t aught 
at the above school, but most l y rli ble t or i e s , while the school 
is not rd ulary in a t tendance. 

Only a hand fu l l 0 1· children 1·rom t ne area p tr.o lled 
attend any dmini strat ion or j ission Pr i ary School. 

CULT AND u J· ~ .:3T. 

No cults or major unrest w s etected. The uru Cult 
was s en as a beli · .. tling aff air w i le, t he people dis s sociated 
themselves with it. Several meationed t at the Yangoru people 
were giving t he Sepik re ion a bad na e wn ·c. cou l d very well 
hinder more oney from t he Government and busines s people comi n 
into the area. 

DUCAT I QN. 

Nothing exint s in t e way of Commun! ty ·~ aucation. 
Farmer traiuees are almost non-existent , while t hose remaining 
are an-productive. 

o Boy's Scouts or omens C ub s exist, wjile no inter
village sports are played . 

HEA ,TH. 

Ai d Post Order l y homas accompanied t he patrol. e 
administered injections nd medicines. Two ca ses of YAWS were 
detected and sent to Amboln . Generally however, trie people :we1·e 
in good health save for those at Si i , wher e many were 
suffering from colds nd iaphorea. 

The wnol e Census Patrol a s conducte without t . 
occuranc~ of nny unde~ir ble events The over-all co-ojer ation 
by t he peo:)le 1. S e~cell nt and encoura ing tothe en sus 
Int erview 6tticers . 

~ach village w~ ~ given a lecture - discus ~ ion on t e 
purpo se of t he Cen sus i n i ts relation to ~~ture teve lopment s , both 
economic, social d political wise, while t e peopl openly 
app r eclat d what t he dnlnis r ation s t r in to o o ass st 
tl e people, alt iou h it was xplained that t he people t~ e ~elves 
were qui r ed t o how some er~ ort. 

or int€rest t oo 
Si aium. ~ o~h peice s 1re s 

he stone c vi n nd 

i s 3lmo t erfect l y r n ed d 
st one . It is de ni tel) at onaJ 
noti ying • Jrnidt , .. - i 

bou tre i tem f or t he 

In co c us ion , the iter 
roport i on of his t me on he rre 
ccount for brevi t of thi s r ey rt , 

wer.e surveye it e e ept on of ~' e G 
very nom cic. ople . 

c>ld, while 



The u~ RI. people su e~t t hey are no in tie h~g· lan s 
hile time and lack of cor iers d.d no~ f or t e a visit . 
helicopter trip was planned to visit them but here gain this 

was not ava-lable at tl e time . special patrol is planned ter 
this year to contact tle TO I , G 10, I~ORIO , SDI, all 
nomadic priMittve gro ps. 
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3. theii el c e 

II m~m~~s { 
tem. 

24 . s such they elt tha rious con j e 
regards changing over the cuxrA nt emb r t next 
elections . 

25 . There is a stron: rumor throu out he 
generally th t curo e . 111 ot be ~ec ed ncx 
state that they h ve tried a l l he ·uropeans. all to 
the res ective ~uropc n ~~ c r in the a:t h· ve on 
office to meet their own ends to .tc detrim nt of t 
population . 

26. r . .uke -
•\embe rs of the Ho us 
their s in , ra her t contrary , 
embers never visit t e vil g s or relay 

politically nd only r r~ l y 9 ou~ 
indi Jenous a tion . This notio 

27 . s such local i ndigen us .er 
not nece~sari l ~.al c tion but r 
1ajor· ty of th people, ~ y re uir d. 

28 . he ideal m n 
(1 i ) an • 
the 1972 ~lections . rl~ 1 
·- s strongly favoured by 

o e · er renes of 
1972, his op l ri ty is 

oi n to s t and s ye • 
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elected 

reghn 
eo 
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ii . s o he 
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i 

G t. Pint - 1792/ 0.000.- .72.. 

1. 1and ais pu te ~nvo..r. e5 a large art~ of land e~cte nding 
a the~ lum i ·iver, down5tream be h sides of the 

so aam up to one m·le · nd .urtrer inland , finishing at the 
junction o the Kar wari and K osameri Riv rs. 

2. ~e attached map will ifidic te the land dis puted i eac h 
case -, Both Mumeri and Kam· ndin bit ar e combined in their effort 
as ' mindimbit is the pare n illage of :uneri. eri only too 
u" :f.ts present site after the ar ... . 

3 • brief background s1'ows tl a a gro\lp called the Pung .. 1't 
p eople ere situated in the area on &he right between a piec"" nf 
~and called Undimbul id and t angoma ban p assage • 

4. Ihese eopl~ were near ly all a nnihila ted by the Kamindimbit 
people while sevetal Ka lindimbit people 'ere la ter hung by t he 
Au tralian Adrn"nistration at Ambunti, p rob bly in th 192Q 1s or JO's. 
The p a t rolling officer who came la ter (some s ay Ellis) in the 
company of the Kamindimbi t and Chambri p eople is said to have stood 
on deck of the admini3 tration vessel and allocated the land for 
e ach as he procee d d downs tream. 

5. Henc the Kamindimbit and ~eri p, eople claiming a 11 lan• 
each s ide from ondonguwan to the junction of the Kar aw ari
Koros ameri with th exception of a small portion indic ted on the 
m as belongin~ to the Chambri people. 

6. A.pp arently the remna11'ts of he Pungrumbi popul t i on wer 
not consulted ·hen the patrcl officer marked out the land, thus th 
c•.irrent luluai of Kuvenmas is dis puting all ow nership uy th 
Ghambri, Mume i and Mind imbit p eopl e. 

7. Tie bo e l luai ' s name is Marinya m. 
bee ute the Kamindim it p eople never kill d h 
outriah t in a _cordance i t n tiv cus t om , i s 

hile he claims that 
ng umbi people 

t ill th ,, owner. 

••••• 2. 
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gr ime.n eoplc co~e into t e ais ute because ey 
1ere never consulted by t ori~in~ atrol of · cer 
out the 1 an in e ores ameri ti ver ar .,11ile 
this are is their own ey fe el ec use of traditio 

angr·man and Pungrumbi peoples we closely el te • 

9. Lulu · e~inyan oes in f act say he owns bot sides of the 
Korosameri iver s tarting above imat going ownstre am e. ar s 
the junction of t e Korosruneri and K awari Ri vei= •• 

1 

· O. o is not prep ed h1Jwever to · o to the t r oubl e of substanti · ng 
the above stat ement a.id is t herefore only dis putin ownershi.p 
by the Kamindimbit- -'um ri and 0hambr i e l es as f as en omaban 

as s age. 

1 ·1. eyond that point h says 
carry out the ground work 
hearing, bea.rin in JT\:ind t 
s temmed from a co os1 

an imen people to 
'.d-'.;le Commission 

..imbi peop 

13. "larinyan hasn' t t manpo er to as .,;j ist in cut ing oo many 
boundaries as after h escaped f rom th f i hting between t ne 
Pungrumbi an~ ~amindimo·t o l es he was opted into the uvenm 
clan to later become lulu al , w i l e Ku 1enmas people won't e.s , .. i st. 

14. Continual arguments an f ·g .. .. ·ing betwe n t;he angriman tm 
Kemindimbit -~wneri vill ages vogether with past patrol officers 
each upholding the or · inal ecie·on h anded own oy the first 
patrol officer when h allo ted t lend has brought the mat t er 
now to a head. ach of the vil l es h " an old s t y e villag 
book listing the Kamindimb · t- !ume~i marK at ondo~wan. 

15. Upon arrival l group w re pl~ aaed ~ at t patrol had 
come to do a chain and comp ~ s survey o the · a uted land, 
however their enthusiasm was shortlived when th9y fowid th hard 
work involved in a cut .~:ig a large p th hrough virgin bush,especiall 
after the •iwr.eri- amindimbi of; people got lost an ll d to cut new 
boundary. 
' lb. ' he ·umeri- aruindi bit people have c t oun a:ry i nland 
from Kondonguwan to a Joint ot taide engcme.ben ass e. 1 1 

.J s was 
contrary to my instruc tions, as t heir original vl aim was onl as 
far as ·hmdingai., t hat i s on the right o the riv r travel ling 

ownstream. 

1'/. eyong ~undingai end u dimoulio(left si e trave l ir.. downstream) 
the !umeri- am.in imoit peopl state tile lano belong to C BJilbri 
while as the Cham ri • s have de1.1erted their l end ue o .uealt.n 
re as ons t e umeri= omindimbit people er .i ermined to keep 
the land out of t ends of ·larinyan an · angrimen p le, 
and to ke pit for t hemselv s if he Uh bri ople de •t re 
SOO • 

18. I av . sent o 
tney haven·t as yet 

.,rord f or t h 
o tue ne 

~ham i peo l e t o come , owev r 
o ficer would oe wul1 e vised to 

">J.. 
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1 .c~d. o to v1ambri to soun out. t hier o ini on s o as t o avoid 
t e poss ioilty of an appeal • 

19 . n my last return to tne is ute area managed ~o survey 
ap .. roximatel , iles · from vndon an ~·hi le t;o reac 
iundi~ai '.1ou~d . ake ano -ut;;r 4-~ days J.I solid surveying. he 

1umer1- amind bit peoples by virtue 01 them cut in pat 
beyond uundigai GO angoma an Passage still .have to cut a patn 
about a mile inland to join up ith · t.ndingai. 

20 . have advio tne ·1umeri- amin im it people 
linking up ·ondo wan an un in ai t.1e s ould o t e 
on the oth r side of tre rive so as n link up J ondo c d 
undimbulio. t is hoped that t ey on·t o too 1a.r inl t d or 
otnerwise the · ambi people will oecome involved ruea.un an 

d itional dis·pute d anot er oun axy ~c cut. 

ue vo and frict· n in coulu only 
l ... O-t> r tion n 11 ou·, ef ort 

cut ut accu.r tely "e to ot er 
scvnce else here the atrol bad ~o le ve 
l~ source cl all roups having an 

departed soon after which meant 
atrol's ahsencc from the area. 

• This po; .. t was ·r.ai ed by t e writer before i:i e par ies 
concerned owe e th y claimed that ii' · ork nt on ~hen t e 
atrol w els 'here, inter-v·11 e i htin would su ly 
ol O\'EI: despite the co equences. hey ent on to ay th t 

t work should be held in o ey ce _ til t ·· e next · v al 
of p trol of1 "cer ;hen t ey ou d all make a 11 .ale ef 'ort. 

23 . It p ear 
ex-luluai of .am-i dimbit 

g rem and 
each · · 
Lc...n s, ort 
bowi.deries 
begin. 

24. In vi w of the ex'gent natur6 o~ 
upon the writer, t ey were strlbngly 
the ounde.ries while u n compl~tion 
!1!llboin Off~cer in Charge. unt:1 th s 

is served by wai i 

e 

as t e 
could 

he 

~5. glance at t e m p w · 11 indicate th loc t ·· on of the villages 
in rvlation to the is uted land hil . takes about 3 ours to 
tr~vel from o donguwan to the j c ·on o t o.ra ari-1 orosameri 
ivers··th · s is to or e in ind when con · dering t 1e outlay in 
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25 .c d/ . pure ase of uel, sparkpl ugs, together iit h tim~ lost 
in t ave11 · , coll ecti fo od. . i t h t e com · of Loe · o·r r nt 
Council ~roe ~ , th a:ry season eing t e t ime foI pl an~in fo od 
crops , t e ramindimbit people h ven 't revurn d to the i sput ed 
area, hile Lumeri people claim it is no K in imbi t ' t urn 
to work on t e boundary. 

2b . ~he Whole land dispute covers an enormous '~ea hile beyond 
vhe blackwater i e junction with t ae orosam r i i ver, indi bit 
p ople claim ownership. ~ e Sangriman people are insistent too t at 
the post Seco d orld viJ .. l aBe ite .ner l umeri vil .a e is 
properly estaolis.n d now be brought into the ispate, in e.n att empt 
to remove e 1umeri people ac to t ne· . old pl ce of amind ·mo·t . 
27 . i the interi period oefor the area is 
challenged a ain, advices are e uested as to ~ 
the procedure available if any ~here tw v·11a e 
actual village site of anot er vil age h "ch 
established over twerty odd years and ·eh is 
land surveyed for the purpos s of a ''itle 

28 . Th writer feels that it would be in the · i ni tration' 
interest to ost temporarily a ~ield Jss · st t to t he area on 
surveying activities with at least for nightly visit from yhe 
O!ficer in Charge boin. On reaching the ju ct ~ on of the 
Korosameri- arawa:r.i RiveI.s the in ute continues as a.r as 
Papa on the ara ari River-this area invoJ.v claims ot ol/mei:ship 
by the Krei · t, gr· an and Hi..11dimbi t peoplee . 

29 . In conclusion, the whole area includi g that on th awari 
tiver sid are lar ely swamp and di!£icult to s ~ey in the wet 
s aso • ·1::cent report received advise lihat he Findimbit p opl 
broke up two houses belonging to the Krai bit people although we are 
unable as yet to pinpoint the c~lprite-fur her recnt repo s sho 
that the S rimans are intent on fight · ng 'Ii h the umeri people. 
t is anyone's guess that a trou le spot(due t o each of the 

disputing vill ages all iances) will evelop as ~ tend to fe el the peop~~ 
have a b.J. h regard !or the maintenance of law d order, however 
ei her way it · s a athex a ticklish ituation whi h will r uire a 
lot of ~atience and skil~ful handling y futur~ off~cers es ecially 
as thr chain an compass nears the Black--water River 1 et. 

30. L t but not least the Field otebook used to 
1- miles has b en handed over to the new OL. icer i 

cord the f irst 
barge, boin. 
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