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HAe 30-11-44

28th December, 1356+

The Digtrist Officer,
WEWAK

Spesisl Patre) TELEPOUN NooI of 1936/5T,

The above Report is acknowledged.

(AsioRoberts)
(AN

Directors({




28th December, 1956+

~he Dirgctor
De + of Public Health,
Port HMoresby.

Satwol Revort VEWAK = 1=55/36.
Extract of the above report is attached for your
informstion, please.
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WEW, TELE. 1/56-57/
1846

District Headquarters,
Jepik Distriet,
MEHAE.

2nd Vovember, 1956.

The Director,

SPECIAL PATROL I%

Please find emclosed two (2) coples of the Special Report
submitted by Mr. G.F. Booth, Pstrol Officer on a patrol of the FERAMIN area,
Telefomin,

Influenza epidemics sre not an unusual occurence but in
backward arens such ns FERAMIN, they ere o demoraiizing end frightening
vhemonena,

Every offort is belng made to influence the natives in thie
aren to toke advantsge of medieal benefits, end it chould net be leng before
greater nse of furopean drugs may be expected, The placing of a loeal
treined iMy0s in the area should assist in this,

The Assistant District Officer, Tolofomin will be requested
to maintain clome contact with these people so that, with their retum frow
tgelf imposed lsolation", a true pictare of the result of the epideaie may
be obltained,

’Q,«'\/{,‘Nj Zoca.‘a‘;

- Fo.P. KAAD) >
Y o/LLSTRIVT OFFICER,




RECEIvep
IERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
270CT 1956
PATROL REPCKT.

Special Patrol Telefolmin Nos. 1/56-57. 16th October, 1956.

Report of a Patrol to the

G.F.Booth, Patrol Officer.
FERAMIN TRIBAL AREA,

To Investigate the extent of the
Influenza Epidemic, and give Medical
Attention where possible.

4 days (20/8/56 = 1/9/56).

B.G.Goble, Medical Assistant,
6 Police Constables,
2 Native Medical Orderlies,

1 Interpreter.

Lo s S SR




INTRODUCTION.

This report covers a brief visit to the Feramin tribal
area.

The Feramin group live south of Telefolmin Station in a
narrow valley situated between the Behrmann Mountains and the
Hindenturg Range. As far as can be accurately estimated this area
is approximately iwo miles south of the Papuan Border.

During the early part of August, 1956 an Influenza epidemic
swept the immediate Telefolmin area. It was not realised until later
in the month that this epidemic was more widespread than was first
thought. Vague fumours of many deaths in the Feramin area reached the
station so this patrol hastily set out to render whatever assistance
possible.

As the patrol dealt almost exclusively with matters pertaining
to health, and as the Medical Assistant, Mr.B.G.Goble accompanied the
patrol, this report is quite brief.

DIARY.

29th August veparted Telefolumin Station at 0900 hours., Crossed
the Sol River by bridge and descended through rain
forest to the Maran River, which is the land
boundary between Telefolmin and Feramin. The river was
running strongly and fording was difficult. Ascended
sharply from the river and then dropped steadily to
the Um River. The bridge here was unsafe for carrgers
so a temporary structure was built and the patrol
moved on to Feramin, arriving at 1315 hours. Word
immediately sent to the nearby villageg¢informingthem
of the patrol's arrival and purpose.

30th August Inspected villages of Simintavip and Igintavip, Lined
people, many absentees, medical treatment given where
nece ry. Further advice of patrol sent to other
Feramin villages.

Inspected villages of Famukmin, Oksimin’ and Kobramin,
Few people seen, Medical treatments continued. Temporary
Aid Post established at camp site.

Departed Feramin at 0630 hours arrived Telefolmin
Station at 1015 hours.




FEAIRS .

The Feramins gave the patrol a lifeless reccption. This was
in direct contrast to the enthusiastic welcome that was given to the
previous patrol in March (Report No, 4/55-56).

The Influenza epidemic has obviously left the people dispirited,
and it will be some little time before they are ready to resume their
normal way of life,

Relations between the Government and the Feramins have always been
goode The people live in five main villages, Simintavip, Igintavip,
Famukmin, Kobramin and Oksimin, These villages are sub-divided into
meny small hamlets, The Headmen are strong supporters of the Goverament
and they have considerable influence over their respective groups.

The Feramins have always shown a certain reticence towards
medicine, especially for allments other than sores and ulcers., The
people have, in comm on with the other Telefolmin peoples, the belief
that internal complaints, stomach pains and suchlike are the work of
spirits. Consequently, they are inclined to regard medicine as a
treatment for them as useless, This patrol instructed the Headmen that
future epidemics must be reported promptly. As a point of reasoning it
was mentioned to the Feramins that though they might not have much
faith in Government medicine they had only a small population and it
was not right for large numbers of people to die, when the Government
could corsiderably reduce the numberg of deaths providing it was given
a little co-operation. It is considered that continual expression along
these lines will show results,

The patrol made no demands upon the people, As soon as the
Feramins indicate that they have thrown off their illness, work will be
started to restore inter-village roads to order, bridges will be built
over the Maran and Um Rivers. Two new Rest Houses will also have to be
built, as the old buil@ing at Simintavip is almost beyond repair and
the other at Kobramin has collapsed completely.

The patrol was accompanied by the Medical Assistant, Mr.5.G.Goble
and two Native Medical Orderlies from the Telefolmin Native Hospital.

As Mr, Goble8s report will cover fully the nature and form of the
epidemic only brief mentiom will be ie here,

It appears that during early August the Influenza epidemic spread
from the Telefolmin villages to Feramin, At the first signs of this
sickness which threatened to engulf them, the Feramins erected elaborate
archways outside their villages and planted different types of lilies
along the roads. Howefer, when these precautions failed to deter the
progress of the epldemicy e people deserted their normal haunts and
dispersed into the bu lormally the Feramins live in hamlets ranging in
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size from one to three or four families., The unchecked progress oi the
epidemic caused these hamletsg to become deserted as in twos and threes
thekﬁeople slipped away into the bush to await the passing of the
sickness.

This self-imposed isolation helped greatly in limiting the
spread of the epidemic, but it also provided this patrol with the
impossible task of locating 842 people(figures from Patrol Report No.
L/55-56) scattered over many square miles of rough country. In seeing
300 people it is considered that the patrol did relatively well whenkk
it is realised that 100 of the total population were on the other side
of the Hindenburg Range, and the balance were scattered to such an
extent that fathers had no idea where their children were, and brother
was parted from brother. Short of plunging blindly into the bush the
patrol had no way of locating the absentees., Even this course was
considered until it was discovered that the epidemic was waning.

Close examination of the people seen, revealed that the sickness
had spread quickly and had then comrenced to wane, due no doubt to the
people scattering in its path. The patrol recoried 17 deaths; of which
total 11 may be attributed to influenza and 6 to other causes, Of these
11 deaths, 5 were adult males, 5 adult fecaiales and 1 male child. It was
noticed that of the 10 dead adults 6 were in the aged or near aged group.
It was noticed further that 7 of the total dead came from the villages
nearest to Telefolmin; the more remote villages escaped lightly as the
people scattered when deaths were reported elsevhere.

To enable treatment to be given to those recovering from the
sickness, a temporary Aid Post was estavolished near Simintavip. This Post
was staffed by -umengim, a Feramin youth who has been trained as a
Medical Orderly. It is intended that treatments will be continued until
all signs of the disease have gone. Messazes were sent out into the
bush informing all of the existence of the Ald Post, and that treatment
would be available for the asking

A closer watch will be
of Influenza and other infectio

in future for a re-oecurrence

. g&‘ f/.‘y

.Boot.
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TERRITORY OF FAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT
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Birth
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WA, 301164

4th Juno, 1957.

1 & of any village. Where there is no Head man there is no contrel of
: e :

Footpads then bridal paths congtruction will assist you in your
£31 ground communigation problem. These tracks can then be graded for

The patrol has been satisfactorily performed under difficult i
conditions.

One of the highlights of the patrol is the fact that Mantowx e
tests were conducted in all villages.

q




The Director of Pullic Health,
PORT MORRGNY

.

Attached hereto 1s extract from Telefomin Petrol Report
¥o.3 of 1956/57, for your infornation, please.

ek
: (A.A, Reberts)
U
g




Po Ry TEL,No. 3 of
1956/57

District Headquarters,
Sepik District,
JENAK.

18th April, 1957.

The Assistant District Officer,

ZELEFOLEIN PATROL REPORT N0, 3 OF 1956/57:

Reaipt of this Report is acknowledged asnd it is cbvious
that it contains the kind of detailed information necessary to
consolidate our lma!lea? of the area, and essential before the
making of further decisions on its future. These are t he kind of
patrols upon whigh you must coneentrate now that the HIANMIN situatio ¥
is settling down. They do not make the headlines but in the P
ultimate they are the basis of guccessful administration. The
.ptwl.l of solo patrols close to the station will facilitate sush
patrols.

The Native 8ituation seetion emphasises a point which is

sometimes lost sight of in one's natural desire to get shead with
station work, espeeially when the surrounding populations are not

o\ or large. It is essentiel that work is apportione. fairly smongst
them, taking into eonsideration their u.ugu 1sb our, In the -~
eass of TELEFOLMIN, EVERY EFFORT ALSO MADE to get in people ¥
from outside areas eo that our influence is cons tantly spread further|
and not coneentrated loecally. 5

Although I maintain that roade are the sine gqua non of i
development, it is obvious thst in some divisions the terrain or spar =
population will make their construction imposeible. In those places’
our only eourse is improvement of walking tracks. ?

I know that the reason you give for the de sy in submitting
this Report was ilr., Booth's sbsence on the recent MIANNMIN murder
patrol but in future, ensure that upon return from a patrol the
first thing done by its leader is the completion of his Report,

R L T R T T T TR e

_ (F.P, Kand)
1 i

a/Riskrict Officer




TERBITORY O

30=12/101
Sub=District Offico,
TELEFOLMIN.
9th April, 1957
The D«.si}tdct Officer,

Sepik D ist-iet,

SUAR

PATROL R.FORT 10, 3 of 1956757, ~ TELEPOLEIN

Please find enclosed three (3) eopies of ithe
above ikeporte

Mr. Booth has been rather hard on the Headmel,
However, I can sppreelate his point of view. pifferent to
other aress wnich have luluais picked cut who are asually very
pro-Government, the policy bere has been to appoimt as headmen
only those who traditionally hold that positicuy t the
cages where such men aro now serving sentences for . Aer
of Hessrss S5zi ka and Harris. Such men may or may net be
heartedly for the Government. Apparantly some are not. However,
with constant patrolling and showing them thal we are very
in:eruud in their urea, we will instill more than a spark of
interests

From the eensus Tigures 11 would aspesr that there
has been a slight decrease over the pasi twenty one monthse

¥ost of these were adirectly attributable to the recent tpid-tcr
of influenze which swept through the Telefolmin Sub-Distriete

It is good teo e that there was an increase in
the census atiendances

You will notice that there bas been somewhat of
a delay in compiling thie reports ixcept for & short od
around Christmas, Nr. Beoth hae been oOn patrel cons .
Since returning to the Station he has had to write his section
of the more important MIA Il patrol as well as attend %e Stores
which had been neglected with the advent of all Officers boilte
out on patrol. Bur Storeman is hopelessly unable to attend
such detailse

A /
" (ReT. NBYILLE)
o/Assistact District




he occasion.
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gth April, 1957

ELIPTAMIN VALLEY - APRIL, 1956
INNER AlbALnIn - JULY, 1956

Mr. B. Goble, Medicsl Assistant
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The District Offlcer,
Sepik District,

.

This
Patrol Report
action vas
hesitation on the pert
an glready acute witua

It must be

OTty

Steady perristent pr —y officers
be disesureged 4if 1t appears that the sitwation is bresking down
continously.

Even after the action taken in Patrol rt No.4/56-57
I feel sure we ghall dave further ineidents with people, Mr,
Neville was transferved to Telefomin to handle the situatiom which
bad arigen in the Mlamnmin people's area as he had had earlier ex-
psrience with people in unrestricted areas.

It sppears that he has tackled the problems in a methodi-
onl yet vigorous mammer and the results achieved as desorided in
Patrol Report No.4/56~57 mast be considered satisfactory.

(A.A, Roberts)
dxeotor.
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File, 30-1/524
Sub-District Office,
TELEP OLMIN,

1ith December, 1956,

lhe Distriet Gfficer,
Sepik District,
Ko

PALROL REEORT 19,2 Of 1956/57 = TELEFOLMIN.

Please find aettached thu above report.

I would like to draw your attention to our
letter 30-1 of the 10th August, 1956 which was My, E.
Wiren's covering letter to his patrol report Ne.l of
this year which was written before your taking up
duties es District Officer, Wewak, In this letter
ke wren pointed out that as the killings were the
first of 1ts kind in thie particular area for s
number of years, it was imperative that he be
allowed to do this patrol which I have just completed,
before liaving Telefolmin, There wae no answer to
this letters As he foretold the MIANMINGS did retaliate
which resulted in this patrol snd the one which is
new in progress to the ATBALMIN area, It is to be
hoped that the MIANMINS will now be satisfied with
their endeavours.

This may or may not be 30, for i found
them to be somewhat smouldering at the insult of
having lost four of their mumbers at the hands of
the weaker ani ' insignificant ' ATBATMINS,

We now have teo wait and see as to what
irportance the MIANMINS place on the instruction
that this patrol has given them, and Just how
highly they estirmte their own cepabilities and
strength against all and sundey., Though they gave
ample manifestations of thelr willingness to drop
their prudpe, that is, whilst we were in the ares,
I do not think that this is the conviction of the
young bloods of that grcupe They heartily cherish
and look forward to their feastinge of human flesh
which they regard as & mora succulent moresel than
pige This may sound rather morbid but is, I feel,
true,

r your information please,







some
icular
ones
act
and
and were
In 19




ter
O per
iinutes
top of

iver

the

ecent
that on
heir raid
relations

Jistrict Commissioner's
BON

crossed the creek
len commenced a long
the ridge at 55 peme
4elo - arrived
have moved to

one sécn

and

at
anda

man

Belle
elled
range
inutes

p of

ched t




across
icult crossinge
i walked up
BANA and
up the latter for
c¢limb up and
Set of
o5t
o

2rossed the
ound the

by

wduced

1 off

of f
camp and




polic

ANTIGIN nati

6450.am

to SAMAL

- part

cidentse

























G

i
]
1
i
i
i
1
1
I

¢

e D20 /D]

0. B48Y ©




PATRoL REPoRrT _TEt No 2 [S¢ 97

Four connene

e R

T ® M STeue

Fns . URAPMIN - MIANIMINT FReh
e U R A e ——

ALE

I 4 mMLs




TERRITORY OF PAPUA

PATROL,

District of
Patrol Conducted by
Area Patrolled
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans
Natives.

Duration—From4../.. %.. 7..10.8

Number of Days
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?.... YES
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NA,30=11~59

12th June, 1957.

The District Officer,
Sepik District,
MEMAE.

Patrol Repory Telefolain No.4 of 56/47

The objects of the Patrol as laid down in your covering
memorsndum have been satisfactorily achleved.

It is particularly grotifying to note that Administration
influence has now been extended to all sections of the Mianmin people.

This now gives a line of conrtsct from Ambunti through the
Mey River people thence through the Mlanmin psople to Telefolmim,
thence o Kiunge (see Kiunga Patrol Report Vo.8 of 1956/57).

The reaction of the Mianmin people appears satisfactory:
however, ve must not become complacent, and should keep constant com-
tact with them.

The Geographical and Historiesl backgrounds ave valuable,
giving the reader » smiteble insight into the beckground of the ares
and its people, slloving a preper appreciation of action taken and
results achieved.

The patienes and persistence of the patrol is commended—
the reader fully aypreciates the irritation caused when having o re-
main imactive in sich situations as that which had to be comiended
with on Jaruary 2/th.

The prectice of holding hootages (Jamuary 3lst) mey not be
approved by this Headquartars.

The co-operation of the Air Compandes inm assisting the pat-
rol to fix its position is appreciated. Have you writtem thanking
thoge concerned?

Awiys ensure that patrola are of sufficient stremgth be-
fore dividing in such aveas as Mamdn, Ve have had one disaster
through diviling a patrol at Telefolmin,

The information set out under "Hative Situation® indicates
painstakdng res-.rch by the officer concermed und alloved as to make
a propar aypreciation of the attitude of the people and the degree
of Admimigiretion influense prior to the patrol.

The report indicates the patrol was well orpanised and well
performed. A very creditable performance on the part of all com=
cerned.,

(A.A, Roberts)
Riregter
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

AR

4 REPORT ON MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL PAPUAN AND NEW GUINEA CONSTABULARY
ACCOMPANING TELEFOLMIN PATROL No.4 of 1‘956/57 -~ MIANMIN AREA.

No. 7356 Sgt. AMANI.

icquitted himself well, His job made none 100
easy due to unfamiliarity with other members of detachment who came
from out-stations throughout the Sepik Districts

No, 6097 P/A L/Cpl YENDABARI.

#n older type who is still active hes experience
and good control of men. Takes a little too much upon hi self and
is apt to get into difficulties.

No. 2553 L/Cpl WALINGINGI.

An adequate station N.C.0. but poor walker. Did
reasonable work but overshadowed by other N.C.0's with more push
end ability.

No. 6376 L/Cpl MARTAMBUN.

will i prove as he gains experience. Does not
exercise very much control over his men, Hovever, conducted himself
reasonably well,

No. 6395 L/Cpl LINIBI.

Has good basic knowledge of area having been at
Telefolmin since its opening and onle recently transferred.
Conducted himself well, Efficient - patrol bepkfited by his presence.

No, 6465 Const TOMI.

Not t e type who is conspicuous, & 1little inclined
to be lazy-conduct fair. ( From Maprik Detachment

No. 8983 Const UKUMBANI.

Works quite well - not as good on this occasion
as I previously seen him work at Maprik - maybe a little scared.
No, 3187 Const SOMBI.

e e ——

in elderly man buf very experienced if he knows
end likes his Officer he is very relisble - conduct good.
No. 3887 Const SANGONDI.

Jo. 2O

Much talk liltle action, but with so many police
it was a little hard to evsluate his true worth - will watch him
on future pitrols.

No. 4225 Const/ Bug, KUNI.

Was a little disappointed with this man this time,
On last patrol he showed up well not so this time but believe he
was not feeling well at the beginning of the patrols
No, Const TORAIM.
Nothing out of ordinary. Put up rather poor
showing when hand injured early in patrol - inclined to panic -
otherwise conduct quite good.

No. 6067 B Const BIS\MBI.

Fo. OO0 O

netting on in years but still adequate to the
rugged walking conditions. Work is slow but sure - conduct good.




POLICE REPORT — CONT.

REFOR: = =

No. 6554 Const WALAMATWAT

Easily one of the best policeimen T have ever worked
withe He is keen and energetic - is certainly the right type of men
for this work. Very deserving of receiving consideration for-an
N.C.O's school., Did excellent work - conduct very goode

No. 67.5 Const WEDORA.

i good man, Thinks for himself - willing -
conduct goods

No_ 6737 Const L&NGi.

Has experience in this work - same type as
WALAMAIWAI, Would very much like to heve these two men as my N.C.O's
for this station - could they be recommended to attend a course please?
Keen - doing exccllent job - the result of using his head. Alweys
cheerful - big thing in this sort of patrolling. Also holds driving
licence, Took just a liltle tao much on himself this time - was out
in foot by MIANMIN weilding tomahewk. Recovering welll. conduct goode

Bo, 9295 Const SAMUK .

Held in high regard. Did good work in his own quiet
way - conduct very goode

No 7946 Const MANEIN.

No complaints re work,Talks & bit too muche
Humorist,Conduct goode

No 8969 Const AIN:.
Bovine,Very willing which makes up for lack

of brein,Does good job if it doesn't require much thoughte "Solid
citizen" and likesble type. Conduct goode

No 8973 Const KAUPA.

Did good work.Conduct goode

Ng 9005 Const LILI.

Adequate for routine work but looses head
when pressure is on.Good impression marred by this tendancys
Conduct adequate.

No 9053 Const ARE.

Not conspicuous.Presence goes un-noticed.This
is not darogntory.(}onduct goode.
No_9113 Const PIANGA.

Inexperienced.Not a good worker,Should
improve,Conduct good.
No 9185 Const IARIF.

A new policeman = gaining valuable experience
in this area.Good workere.Conduct goods
No 7308 Const LAVION.

Average.Did nothing wrong end nothing
outstanding. Conduct good.




POLICE REPORT - CONT.

No 6900 Const WAPE,
Did good work.In letter helf of patrol his

irresponsibility could have caused hard-ship to patrolsConduct
good,

No 7403 Const KUSINO.

A local, Did good work, Level headeds Of
assistance in interpretation. Conduct goode

No 7404 Const OVISIM.

A locel, Of quiet manner = works well.
Conduct good.

No 7494 Const MATUM.

To the fore when anything was being donee
Lacks experience.Conduct goods

No 9061 Const WENA.
Would normally have had little mention as he

is not conspicuous type. Brought into the patrol!s eye b’ the
blunders he perpetrated, Conduct adequate,

No 9433 Comst MANDAGAI,
A nev member with no former experience in this

type of worke.Aoquitted himself well. Bears watching as he is a
very willing type.Conduct good.

No 8975 Const KUOFERA.

Did good work with the second half of the
patrol.Work and conduct good.

No 8979 Const MAIL.

Does his job - usually well.Good all=rounders
Conduct goode

No ? LANI,

Has knowledge of area, Better than average
type.Usually around vhen there is work to be done,Conduct good.

PN e
R,T, Neville,
Officer of R.P. & N.G.C.




patrol to the K'REMIN tribal area.

:ddles the mountuin formations which
are the watershed of the TAWL d 52N Rivers. The main villages are
clustered on the southern bank of the TiWU River upon long, sheer-
sided ridges which trail from the THURNW LD Range.

This erea lies NNW. of TELEFOLMIN, A patrol would tske
from six to eight days to reach the centre of the group. Access may
be made by following the north bank of the SEPIK River until the HAM
River is reached, then cross over the THURNW'LD Range into the TAWU
Valley. 'n alternate route crosses the MITTAG Mountains and the
Donner Range, skirts the THURNW.LD Range until the SiN River is reached,
then follows that river to the headwaters of the TAWU,

The KAREMIN tribe were unknown before this patrol. During
the questioning of some MI.NMINS arrested for participation in the
{TBALMIN, the existence of the KiREMIN tribe was revealed. These
reports indicated that the KAREMINS were a very small group. On the lst
February, 1957 a scouting party entered the first of the KAREMIN villages.
The extensive gardens seen, indicated the presence of a much larger
population than the questioning ®e had revesled; this belief was further
strengthened by the discovery of a much-used track leading over the
headwaters of the SiAN River to the next valley. Consequently, this patral
moved west to the T.WU River area.

The KAREMIN people have had no Government contact. Messrs.
PAYLOR and BLACK visited the S'N Valley in 1938 but did not cover the
area in which the K/ REMINS live. In late 1955 an oil survgy party
travelled along part of the TAVU River, and though they contacted some
MIANMINS it is considered that they were not KAREMINS but IVIPMINS, a
separate MIANMIN Sub-Tribe.

DIARY.

This diary covers the second portion of the MIANMIN patrol,
from the 13th February to the 5th March. The first portion from the
14th January to the 12th February was recorded by Mr. ..D,0. NEVILLE,
and should be read in conjunction with this,

VWednesday 13%th February.

At BENGAVIP. At 0715 Mr. A.D.O. NEVILLE and Mr. E.M...
KELLY with 14 police and 19 prisoners departed for TELEFOLMIN. Scouting
parties to nearby guardens. During the ¥hwee morning the three MI.NMIN
women were given small gifts, advised of the reasons for the Government's
actions in their sreas, and sent off. Radio contact was maintained,
Guard maintained.
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Monday 18th Februury.
No radio contact. Rice sto dly sozked by the rsin, and the meny
i - erossings, sttempt made it. Tents leaking, sleepless
ht had by all,

February.

Steady rain continued. Rice 11 demp. The patrol could
not r the chance of further damage to its food suppiies, decided to
remain at camp. Scouting parties out. A cripple woman located in
bush house. She revezled that her husband hzd heerd of the patrol's
srrival at KINAVIP and had gone there. Rain stopped during the early
afternoon. Redio contect maintained. Guard maintsined.

Wednesdey 20th February.

Broke camp at 072%. Descended to the S8AN River, crossed and
commenced a steep climb to the top of & small spur. Reached ton(460(1'),
v_lley below obscured by fog, visibility nil, Descended slowly to &

large garden, scouting party zhead. Reached vill ge(T W‘IVIP), many
recent signs of occupancy. The main patrol party climbed to a prominent
village situated on & large ridge in the centre of the valley. A smaller
party moved down towards the TAWU River. Patrol srrived village at 1045.
Camped(4200').  DZMSCGIM was found in one of the houses. He had s big
ulcer on his foot and could barely move. The fog had now lifted and ¢

good view of the valley was poseible. The valley was no more than two miles
wide snd was encircled on three sides by sheer-sided mountains. The valley
floor consisted of u jagged mass of gullies and long sharp-c-ested ridges
pierced by many small but swift flowing streams. Despite the ruggedness
of the terrain, many villages and garden settlements were noticed on the
tops of the ridges. The su uting party returned, they had visited two
more villages, no people were seen, n number of skulls, bows and arrows
vere collected. During the afternoon s-veral men were seen standing near
one of the villages on a ridge opposite, they were about a 1000 yards from
the patrol, or translated into clezrer terms, more than two hours walk

from the cemp site. No radio contact. Gusrd posted.

Thursday 2lst February.

At WANGAVIP. Scouting pabties to nearby gardens. A cave
was found near the camp, contained bows, arrows and skulls. No recent
traci:s were found this side of tne T/VWU River, Radic contzct meintained,
Guerd maintained.

Fridey 22nd February.

Broke camp at 0710. Descended to the MIAK River(2300'),
Crossed and climbed into an new garden, continued on to an old garden then
followed o dry watercourse to rozd junction situated between two villages
which were on higher ground. Climbed the larger vill C
3175°'. Recent trac discovered. Retur
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CLASH WITH MIANMIN PARTY.

The clash with a MIANMIN party on the 23rd February, 1957
will not be recorded here. The incident has been fully described
and covered under separate correspondence.

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK.

The MIARMIN people follow a system of shifting agriculture.
They appear to have regular garden sites which they plant out in
rotations There is apparently little effort made to cut into the bush
and make new gardens., This method of planting in specific area is
followed by many of the TRLEPOLMIN people.

There appeared to be plenty of food. Many large, flourishing
gardens were seen. The principal crop and staple food is taro.
Supplementary crops ure bananas, sugar cane, pit pit, cuoumbsrs and
many types of edible leaves. A few pumpkins were noticed growing in the
SAN Valley, the seed hud apparently been obtained from the ELIPTAMIN
people. Sweet potatoes were not seen.

The MIANMINS rarely fence their gardens; consequently, they
suffer considerable damage from wild pigs. As far us oan be ascertained,

it is the custom to abandon a garden that is subject to raids by wild pigs,

and plant in another area. Protein is supplied by the large number of
wild pigs and cassowaries available for the hunting. Snakes and lizards
are also hunted and eaten. Several sago palms were noticed near the
T.WU River, it is known that sago is grown along the IVAR(MAY) River,

The few domestic pigs seen, were small. A number of dogs
were noticed.

He LTH.

The patrol saw very few people, Those contacted, appeared
quite healthy and active. Medicul treatments were given where
nececriry.

Many of the men were noticed to be suffering from finec
Imbricata, whilst several women hi.d what appeared to be Goitre.

The European Med cal Assistant Mr. A.KELLY accompanied the
first portion of the patrol, his report should deal more fully with the
health of the people seen,

VILL. GES.

The MIANMINS have recognized villages which ure apart from

1 [ — ' 1 1 ' ' ' '

i




VILLAGES. Con.

fT their many garden settlements.

The villages consisted of four to seven houses, and were
built upon sheer-sided ridges as a defensive measure. Bush near the
villages wus cleared back and this provided some measure of hygiene.

The houses were of particularly crude design. Built about
a foot of the ground, they were walled with split timber, lined with
bark and foofed with leaves. The average house provided se
protection from the cold and did little more than illustrate the MIANMINS
complete lack of craftsman-ship.

CONCLUSION.

% The patrol did not succeed in capturing many MIANMINS. The
petrol did however gain consideruble knowledge about the area.

interesting little points were gathered, which if recorded here would

seem meaningless, but should the writer return to the area he would be

able to obtain the missing links and thus obtain a comprehensive picture. i
The patrol did prove that the MI/'NMIN population is much larger than

A previously considered. Thut it is possible to cross the ELIP and BAK
Rivers near their confluences with the SEPIK, and that the north bank
of the SEPIK provides a road that could go as far as the AUGUST River.

It is considered that there will be no future trouble with
} the MIANMINS if following patrols enforce the law justly but firmly.
Any signs of restiveness will have to be curbed without hesitution.

The MIANMINS have a reputation for fierceness and cunning
that is unequalled within thies sub-district. Their first Buropean
contact, Messrs TAYLOR and BLACK in 1938, gave them a resl indication
of the power of the Govermment, but following patrols from TELEFOLMIN
did not press ho.o the advantage that had been given them. Despite
acts of aggression against neighbouring tribes, patrols failed to take
firm measures with the MI.NMINS , seeming content with making contact.
The MIA\NMINS soon came to recognize the Government as some 'hing that came
infrequently, talked too much and did nothing. The previous patrol to
the MIANMIN(Patrol Report TEL2/56-57) did likewise, it warned of the
consequences of further hostile acts. The MI . NMINS were not impressed
) as they had heard similar such warnings before. Consequently, this
patrol was forced, in the face of strong opposition, to defend itself,
l with & resulting loss of life. The action taken was firm but necessary.

Future contact with the MI'NMINS will be most difficult uhtil |
(%) such time us the prisoners are returned, Perhaps an approach can be

made through the NENA or FRIEDA River peopie(SOGEVENMIN Tribe), but it is
thougl.t that uny such overtures will be viewed with grave suspicion by the |
MI.NMINS.

,/mz“ 3

G.F.Booth,
L OFFI
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT

District of

Patrol Conducted by................. &

Area Patrolled.......................... oy ZARAL
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans...... & S AN tYATROL FFICER
Natives.......ccviirenens |1 B
Duration—From.}0../. &.../1981..t0.29../...5../19.8.]
Number of Days.......... s o
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?.......... e
j Last Patrol to Area by—District Services.. /1981, Paer (Me L Doowan

Medical ... ..]’Wl../18......

Map Reference.........

Objects of Patrol.....I.

Wwdiad | Lokl poopis... aieal

Director of Native Affairs,

PORT MORESBY. £

Forwarded, please.

Districe Commissioner

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation £

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund




TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Repiy
Please Quole

No. A, 30=11-91.

Department of Native Affairs,
Port Moresby,

Bth August, 1957.

The Assistant Administrator,
Department of the Administrator,

PORT MORESBY,

T = =1 MIN

Your attention ie invited to the abovementioned patrol
report.

The patrol covered areas adjacent to areas covered during
Telefolmin Patrol Report No, 4 of 56/57, which describes where of-
fenders were arrested for the murder of neighbouring tribesmen,

It was expected that these arrests might have been the
means of establishing a confidence between the Administration and
the people of the ATBALMIN group.

It will obviousl; be a prolonged task to establish a sat-
igfactory relationship between these people and their neighbours and
with the Administration because of their very nature and that of the
terrain in which they live.

The data contained in the diary concerning terrain and food
availability will be invaluable to future patrols,

It is common for people speaking a common language in these
areas to fight amongst themselves, as it was in the Highlands before
law and order was established.

It appears to me that the MIANMIN have been consistently
the aggressors.

I feel the use of a nucleus of carriers from an area where
the Administration has been long and firmly established is desirable
in these "border" areas, as thay :-

(a) are more easily controlled

(b) have a more open appreach to the people
being patrolled

(c) are used to "hara" rations
(d) have not the fear of sorcery which is
prevalent amongst the less sophisticated

people,

The revision of plans for the patrol to penetrate more re-
mote areas was, I believe, wise,

The information reported concerning linguistic groups and
inter-group relationships will be found valuable during future patrols.

«.s/Page 2,
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On page 37 in paragraph 4 the Highlands' foods are com-
pared with those grown in this mountainous broken country. I feel
young officers sometimes get the idea that the whole of the Terri-
toery is a land of abundant, easily obtained foods, when they serve
their initial introducticn to the country in the Highland districts.
It takes consideratle time to develop a more balanced appreciation
of the hardships involved in eking out an existence in less favoured
areas.

I do not think the congtruction of en airstrip is warran-
ted at present,

The information contained in the appendices will be re-~
corded by the *ntnropologist.

Our present commitments in the sub-district will not allow
for further expansion in the immediate future, but the information
recorded in this Patrol Report will be valuable when the time for
expansion arises.

Members of the patrol are to be congratulated on the manner
in which difficulties were surmounted and information recorded.

%4

(A.A, Roberts)
Directorx.




30=11-91

1yth Auguet, 1957
The Direetor of Lands, Sarveys & Mines,

EORT MORESBY.

I shall be grateful if you could provide me
with & copies of the attached mep please, It& elated
that the red lines wili not print, The mep L]
Patrsl Report on sn exploratory patrel in the Sepik District,

G I

(Ae A+ ROBERTS)
Director

7
LA
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WEW.TEL.B/R.5-56/57/846.

tment of Wative Affairs,
k District,

i 8th August, 1957.
I
oy bistrict Offiecer,

y L _PATROL

1 I regret the delay in forwarding my comment
i but this report wes being studied by other depariments.
This wae a most successful patrol and we

shall profit greatly from 1t. There is 1little that I can
say on the matter at present.

¥rom my recent visit to Telefclmin it is “l
evident that the people have started to visit the station il
and this sugePs Well for the future: T s T e l‘

An excellent report.

(J.R.?ﬁute)
/0 (-

Dis




ZERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
RTH/HOM, File.30-~1/136.
Sub-Distriet O08fize,
ZELEPOLMIN.

22nd June, 1957.

The District Officer;
Sepik District,
HERAR

ZELEFOLMIN RATROL REPORT Joo5/56~57.
Pleare rind enclosed three (3) copies of the
above report.

Messrs. Conroy and Booth have carried out work
of a high standard and are tc be complimented on their
esforts which have been accompliched under try:l.? nd
avduous conditions, Theee conditions included r?iaulw
of terrein i.e. diary 6th and 17th Mey. Such terrian
virtually means that one is blind when on the ground in [«
this mountainous country. Then they had to cope with
the lack of co-operation by all and sundry, icularly
guides, Added te this, they had 1ittle or no previous
knowledge of the area which they covered.

Alshough the pasrel did mot comtact the
seemingly ‘arge population whick we sighted by air, they
showld not be discouraged for they have ruled sut o
ngaber of possidilities and have almost conclusively
proved that though this population exists, they gps
ATBALMINS but inhabit that tract of land just across
that variable! line, the porder.

The attitude of mistrust is not peculiar to
these people alone, In fact, it is genersl with this
type of vat’ve living in these regioms end we should
net be unduly concorned. Better relations will be possidble
on our next visit. The und work has bean laid, and
with the detailed information svailable frem this report
vhich will be rechecked and further irnlemation, we should
all heve a very sound knowledge of the area in question.

Though indications are that there is cuite a
large population, the country iavolved is also extemely
large and fragmentation has been excessive, For this
reason, I would recommend that we should concemtrate om

lwu p_fhe OXSAPMIN area to the Bast of the Station,
ir¥here we know that there is consentpation of populatien

| from between 8-10,000 and possidly more within a surprisingly
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Assistant District Officem,
TELEFOLMIN .

Patrol Report TELEFOLMIN No,

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA,.

Sub-District Office,
Telefolmin,
SEPIK DISTRICT.

13th June, 1957.

5/56=57.

Atbalmin Tribal Area.

Patrol Conducted by H
Europeans Accompanying 3
Natives Accompanying

G.F.Booth, Patrol Officer.
P.C.A.Conroy, Patrol Officer.

No. 2055 L/Corporal LINIBI.

No. 6079 L/Corporal YENDABARI, | (&

No, 5125 Constable TORAIM.
No. 6554 " WALAMATIWAI.

No, 7403 " KUSINO.

No, 7404 v OVISIM. ;
No. 749k " MATUM, ;
Nos ¥ AINA, !
No. » KAUPA .

N " KUOFERA, k!
No. » MAI. 1
fo. 9005 ¥ LILI. !
0, 9006 " NIGI. i

de VD ARE , ‘

IARIF,




TERRITOXY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.

Patrol Report TELEFOLMIN No 5/%6

Natives Accompanying

Objects of Patrol

Last D.W.a. Patrol

Last Medical Patrol

Duration of Patrol

Page 2.

.M.O. HAUARI.

Interpreters TINDANGIM, KWEGSEP ,
{BOKASEP «

Carriers..... 103.

1. Consolidate friendly relations/
with ATBALMINS, Ensure no
raiding of MIANMIN,

2, Initially contact peoples
West of the NIOL River.

3. Exploratory survey of the
area between TELEFOLMIN and the
N.N.G.BORDER. Locate possible
drop sites, airstrips. Study

of population density view the
placing of Patrol Post, Extens-
ion of Govt, influence and
knowledge.

September 1950...DIN River area
(Mr. H.West) .

August 1951......Telefolmin to
N-0L "iver (Mr.L.Doolan).

NIL.

10th April, 1957 to 20th May,

( 41 days).
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.
Patrol Repost TELEFOLMIN No 5.56/57.

Saturday 27th April 1957.cont'd.

Guides keen to return - even
tually agreed to stay until future movements determined. They
state that the mouth of the HOPE (HOFFNUNGS) River is close -~
downstream, and that a bridge sranning the SEPIK is nearby.
Island appears adequate drop-s..e though the river is ru too
strongly to ford - all of carriers and bulk of police unable to
swim. Raft construction commenced despite lack of suitable
timber.

Radlo contact meaintained. A.D.O. advised of position and
urgent need for supplies - have food for tonight and tommrrow.
Rice and sago issued. GOuard posted., Heavy rain throughout
night.

Time on_track. 6hrs 35mins. Walking time. éhrs mins.

Sunday 28th April 1957.

Remained in camp. As expected guides !
disappeared during night. Raft project scrapped on location of
new drop-site on an island about twenty minutes upstiream. App~
roximately 600 by 100 yards and access by fording thread of
SEPIK - water thigh deep. Carriers commenced clearing heavy
cane grass that covered site. 1100 conversation with A.D.O.
May get drop tomorrow - arranged sked for 1000 hrs{ Mr Booth
at drop-site. Mr Conroy working on battery charger. Dropping
area cleared by late afternoon. Minor medical treatmente
given. Last of food issued. Guard maintained.

Mon: 29th ril 1957.

Remained in camp. Party collecting aad
cutting firewood for marker fires. 0805 R.T.C. WEWAK advise
Norseman aircraft due TELEFOLMIN 0915. Arranged for firec to
be readied at site 1000 contacted ERELEFOLMIN. Drop post-
poned pending approval D.C.A. PORT MORESBY. Advised patrol now
without food. Requested ensure drop made tomorrow - weather
permittinge. Parties of police and carriers organised to search
for food. Work continues on battery charger. Parties returnedﬂ
late afternoon with large quantities of edible leaf,semi-ripe
breadfruit,fungaii,the cores of gyoung black palms,wild bananas “\
2 pigeons and a parrot - issueds 1700 hrs contacted TELEFOLMI
Nothing definate on drop. Patrol personel's moral surprisingly
high =~ optimistic about tomorrow. Guard maintained.




Patrol Keport TELEFO

ey MR
30th Aprdil 1957.

collected. 0830 4.D.0. advises

LM

More firewocd cut and
N awaiting plane. 090

drop to be made by two aireraft, ‘o/ea};h":r along the SEPIK poor,

ETD TELEFOLMIN 1000,
fires 1it., 1030 C.S
1035 first of 7 rums, completed
1129 the second G.S.a. Norseman
after difficulty in locating drop site.
carried to camp, ¢ and repacked.
radio con. ot meintained, talked to

proceeded WEWAK for the MIANMIN trials,

1015 establa
Norseman VhH-BHG
1045

shed wireless near

VH-ASN made fi

drop site,
Fires dowsed.
eriorati. g.
of five runs
Cargo collected and
1700

has

Op resuLts,

overhead.

advised of

and that patrol will return to KALOGLIMIN villages to-morrov to

obtain guides.

Not expecting trouble to-morrow but depends upon

locals train of thought whether t feel guilty over the gnides
3 3 Y g

running away or
in returning.
maintained.

not, and their interpre
Generous ration issued.
Rain during the night.

Wedpesday lst May 1997,

Departure 4
Off at O740 follcwed TIWU River back u
more : owly, going harder as river
0930 reaching bush shelter and sago pal
1130, Climbed ridge, at top 1245, Dro;
Spelled. 1400 climbed on reaching

People watchi
but would not come intc camp. I
in. Obtained guides for to~-morTow.
Little native food purchased.

and native food lssued
to facilitate movement.

Time on track, 8 hrs 5 mins.

Thursday 2nd May 1957.

¥ during night nec
along track of y
junction of W L
Crossed and
0810,
a sago stand near
\ Up to 1800" - moved

swollen.,
ms

tation of patrolfs action

Spirits Guard

gh.

shuffled.
m, loaded line moving
Rested 0915, Off
at 1115, Moved off

sd to BILKA River 1345.
£ 26th/27tL at

1545,

ently from a ance i
rforts enticed a fewll
OFRLMIN twe days away.

four carriers. deserted
f load gain Back
les Dropped to
 feet .
4;(1‘~'n "t
arden Wi
a NATTOW Spur.
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IEREITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.

Patrol Report TELEFOIMIN No 5,56/57.

Thursday 2nd May 1957, contd.

ed through an old garden getting view of the HOPE- HOFFNUNGS
River, Reached a garden house - SEPIX bearing 337 degrees -
HOPE-HOFFNUNGS 345 degrees - TWIN PEAKS? 22 degrees. Indications
are patrol has crossed N.W.G.BORDER if maps are accurate.-’ Moved
off at 1255 heading South South East; Climbed to flattish area
2850' - 1315. Reached two house hamlet of NOBI at 1335, 2800!,
Populated by members of BAKDAK(IAMDAISINA) Sub-Tribe of ATBALMIN
group, lNo water available. Camped at 140C on poor site = nothing
better offers. AL River flowing directly below the camp, junction
with IP(HOPE+HOFFNUNGS) nearby. Gardens on mountain side opposite
» reported belonging to the IPUGINMIN Sub-Tribe.

During afternoon people brought food, pig
purchased and shot, Cases of tinea imbricata ssen for first tine
+this patrol, Constable MATUM 111 with fever. Medical treatments
given, Carriers lined and warned about running away,

Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN, Rice
and native food issued., Guard posted. Rain commenced 1900,

Walling time 5 hrs 20.

Remained in camp. Constable MATUM confihel
to bed with high fever - no carriers availabde to carry him,
Steady rain, Visitors to camp, including IPUGINMIN people, brought
native food.

Reported that KOFRLMIN live over range to
West, only a small group and are members of the ATBALMIN Tribo.‘
The KOBRIENMIN area would approximate the area seen on the aeridl
survey according to informants. GQuestioned discreetly with regard?
to chasing of WARD WILLIAMS party out of area - disclaim all [
knowledge. These people are enemirs of the MIANMINS (one young
wearing MIAIIIN jawbone around neck), apparently engage in inter-
‘mittent hostility - mainly between hunting parties
Told this must cease, “or what it is worth to people as backward
as these, Guides obtained for to-morrow.

Rain ceased in afternoon. Radio contact
maintained TELEFOLMIN, requested conversation be arranged with
4.D.0., at present in WEWAK, before batteries fail. Rice and
native food issued, Guard maintained,

le
Decided to follow AL into KOERIENMIN avea, | 15
pursue the elusive KOFEIMIN into NETHERLANDS NEW GUINEAl,
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Departed camp 0715 heading South South East.
Large mountain formation to North West, Descended to 518IR0K
hamlet, three houses, reached at 0755, number of males present -
no females. Ten gardens of varying sizes ~visible. Dropped through
decondary growth and gardens - steep in places = +o bank high
above the AL River. Down to river and bridge at 0855, Bridge
novel but unsafe, lodged in branches of trees on either side of
river., Crossed by climbing tree, clambering across from tree top
to tree top, down tree on other side. Strengthened and repaired.
Line across by 1030, 1350'. Climbed steeply through stands of ferns
and secondary growth to a garden house at 1045, 1825'. Through
garden siding across ridge above AL River. Large stream INTIN
flows into AL from opposite side. Crossed SUMULAK River at 1105
and continued skirting above AL. Slow going - MATUN weak, 1135
aireraft heard overhead(Piper Pacer). Continued to first flat
area - abandoned bush house - camped at 1210, 2375'.

Guides asked to obtain food from new
settlement in the vieinity - said there were none in the area, they
were not going to eat to-night - typical of the co-operative
attithde

Medical check, treatments given. Eight men
preaking out in small sores(scabies‘}) seven others with boils
and sores, two bad colds and twelve o{hers with minor lacerations /
and sores, Radio contact maintained TELEFOILMIN - advised sched.
with A.D.0. arranged for 6TH, Rice issued. Guard posted. Fine
clear, crisp night.

Time on tracke 4 hrs 99 mins. Walking time, 3 hrs 20mins.

Supday Sth May 1957

Departed camp 0700 climbed steeply to the
South reaching new clearing and houses at 0705. Skirted and
climbed Southwards. 0825 across face of Jandslide - 4075', gardens
across river. Descended to SULEPTuBIN(two_house) Hamlet, #025',
0830, Mountain block in MIARFIN-Visible in arc from 35 = 23 degrecs,
MT. BUGIARI pointed out(the BUBEI'ARI or TABLE MOUNTAIN seen from
the TAWU Valley ?%). Mountain block to East, visible up AL Valley,
is headwaters of the NIOL River. 0850 moved off leaving the AL to
follow the TAKNIP River. Gardens seen on opposite bank. Skirted
sheer face of landslide and climbed along narrow track - cliffs
above and below - slow going, heading South South West. 1000 into
extensive secondary growth thence a large garden. On to small
deserted hamlet at 1100. Gardens and houses dotted along other side
of valley, Track overgrown. Guides advise that they don't know
the road, Continued on cutting track to YUP River - reached at 1115
3050', Short, sharp climp to UBIL hamlet, three houses, onemale
present - reached at 1145, 36007, Camped nearby.

In the afternoon twenty five males brought
food to the camp, Pig purchased and shot. People state there is
1Tttle population in this area, none to the West or the South.
Refuse to guide patrol elsewhere than to the BUSILMINS,
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Supday 9oth May 1957, contd.

Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN, Rice
and native food issued. Guard posted. Rain in evening.

Time on track. % hrs 45 mins. Walking time. % hrs 2% mins. |
lMonday 6thMay 1997.

Departed camp 0655, followed the TAKNIP at
a distance, moving for the main upon "oil surfaced" logs to a
deserted hamlet 0730, Descended through secondary growth to the
TAKNIP No., 2 at 1ts junction with the MOLGAN ( altitude 3025' ),
Crossed and climbed - heading south - to a garden house. Rested.
Large area of secondary growth on opposite bank, 0835 on -
climbing and siding through secondary growth to DOMKEN Hamlet
0905 ( 2 houses - %150 ' asl., ) lying on top of & T PR ’
number of people present - frightened - hi@i in houses. Along a I
£1at) commencing aemmm old garden
( 6250 hrs -,3550'asl, ) heading south. Then climbed steeply
to 4050 feet tc drop to ancther hamlet at 1030 - 3875 *asl, Con-
tinued descending,reaching a stream at 1040 - crossed at 3625'
and climbed to make an edging descent to another small stream,
Moving over a bad track s Paused to re-group line 1100 - 3500¢,
Moved off at 1130 climbing steeply over soft clay and crumbly
ground to a garden and two houses - reached at 1155 hrs. Hemmed
in by mountains on all sidesj sheer sided and rising 8 to 10,000
feet - numerous landslide scars. Continued climbing through
forest - very steep in places. Reached top at 1245 hrs - altit-
ude 5200'asl, Commenced raining. Carrier had a fortunate escape
when the ground he was standing on broke and he crashed feet
first into the line waiting below, Moved on to cross a fast
flowing stream at 1300 - '+§75 feet., Maintained height, crossing
two spurs to another stream - 1355 hrs - 4500 feet. Scrambled
up to 4800 then descended over crumbling stone and rotten logs
to the TAKNIP No, 1. Reached at 1500 hours - 4400 feet above
sea level., Camped on banks,

Guides advise patrol will reach BUSILMIN tomorrow,
Radio contact maintained with TELEFOLMIN and A.D.O. contactea
at WEWAK, Patrol to return to TELEFOLMIN using present food
stocks., To check air-strip sites i1{ they are seen but not to
endanger ration stocks by going out of way to find them,

84111 raining. Rice issued. Guard maintained. A
strenuous day with little acheived in straight mileage. Cold

and miserable camp, oAy
Time on track, 8 hours. Wa time rs 15 .
Tuesday 7th May 1957.

Departed camp 6710, Followed the TAKNIF
up stream. 0730 followed tributary to aveid a wat

terfall on the
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rt TELEFOLMIN

Tuesday 7th May 1957.contd.

former., Passed a bush shelter 0740 then back on to the TAKNIP.
0755 left the river and climbed along a well defined but steep

( in places ) track, 0830 - 5600'asl ascending - heafiing west
of south. 0850 - 6100'asl pass=d a bush shelter, Impressive
view of magnificent 300 foot waterfall - TAKNIPFON,while to the
south sheer,white,towering cliffs dominate the picture. On and
up into moss forest, going becoming very steep. Soft clay faces
sheer for 10 - 20 feet - hard climbing., Everyone slipping and
sliding as they {ramhled up these obstacles. Reached the top at
1050 hrs, Continued along flat to spell at 105§, Altitude
8175 feet above sea level., Moved off again at 1135 to descend
almost immediately., Started to raim, Valley below obscured by
thick eloud. 1145 rain starts in earnest, Track very greasy and
descent dlow, Some bad falls as the carries's feet slip from
under them. 1225 hours - altitude 7100' crossed a small stream.,
Then followed this down and onto another, Followed this only to
leave this for the MIMI, Followed the MIMI downstream. 8ighted
a garden through the mist at 1245, 1300 hrs - still following
stream - rain quite heavy, 1430 reached a garden hamlet on the
banks of the MIMI - 5350'asl. Camp made. Rain easing,

Two males fled at the patrols approach leaving two women and
severdl children in the houses, (] f tl the age of chivalry
15 dead), Guides sent to bring men back - women escorted out of
camp., Rice dried., Man and youth will guide patrol tomorrow.
Radio contact maintained with TELEFOLMIN, Rain re-commenced.
Rice issued, Guard posted.

Time on track., 7 hrs 20 mins. Walking time, 6 hrs, 40 min.
n

Wednesday 8th May 1997.

Rice repacked, Guides from yesterday given
presents, Departed camp 0705 with new guides., Crossed the MIMI
and followed down bank, Heading east toward a mountain block.
Reached a garden 0735, Climbed into an old,them a new garden = \
2 houses nearby. At 5200' asl by 0800, Climbed away to south,
Reached FONBIL - 2 house hamlet_at 0820, Altitude 00', Magnetic
bearing to NIOL River - 40®, 92°to Mt KORFE; Mt MENGIOR (and yest-
erday's track) 312 ; guides indicate todays road as being south
of east, Moved off at 0835 skirting and climbinp, 0900 commenced
drop to river. 0915hrs at AL River - 4900', ( 10 - 20 feet wide
and 2 to 3 febt deep at this point., Very swift flowing, )
Crossed via crude bridge at 0925, Climbed to North-east through
moss forest, 0955 descended =~ heading east then south of east.
Reached the WORP River 1625 - 4800', Followed upstream until
1035 when line reached a garden house - OGULUP - on the southern
bank. Nupber of people waiting with food"Tor sale. All agreed to
accompany patrol to DIN River, State BUSTIMIN Villages quite
close, Continued on up WORP LO45, Heading South-east and walking
alternately in river and on the bank 1145 hours at 5275 feet asl,
Passing through secondary growth 1220 river very shallow, 1245
passed large bush shelter, Left m at 1350 and climbed to the
Nérth-east - reaching the top of range at 1416 hrs - 68008,
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Patrol Report TELEFOLMIN No 9 56/57

W esday 8th M cont.

Descended over fair track - unable to get view of DIN Valley
due cloud, Bush shelter reached at 1440 - would have camped
but no water nearby - forced to go on. Moved on at 1450 to
reach the ATELTEM River and follow down stream, Reached its
Junction with the TIKISKAN - crossed and followed the latter
Sownstream until 1530hrs wien camp was made on the first avail-
able flat area, Altitude 5375 feet above sea leavel.

Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN. Rice issued.
Guard posted. Kine put cold night.

Time on tracks 8 hrs 25 min. W, time, 6 hrs 50 mins.

Thursday 9th May 1957.

off at 0710 after sleepless night due to
extreme cold. Skirted along and down to the TIKISKAN - crossed
at 0730 and followed downstream. 0750 reached junction of TIK-
ISKAN and the TICILI. Began following the PIGILI downstream,
,0815 hrs - 14,7508 met 6 BUSILMIN natives carrying cooked food for
‘the patrol. Very Triendly Sitting WIth patrol personel un
fooq was eaten “£hen cheerfully accompanied the line. Hoved on
at €80 = continued downstreai. 0910 out of river and into a
garden, Many large gardens and areas of secondary growth visible.
Crossed a large stream and climbed to OKMUSOLDUM Bamlet ( 4 houses)
arrived 0950 hours. Several Police and Carriers ill but no suit-
able site for camp SO moved on. Dropped to the DIN and crossed
over an elaborate but old bridge - 1005 , 43508asl, Steep ascent
thru thick secondary growth *“o PINTEMBIL Hamlet { 3 Houses ) - on
to edge of sweet potato garden and camped 1030 - 4700', 0ld camp
site of P.0. West nearby.

puring the afternoon and early part of the evening,approx-

¢ imately 45 males visited camp with food - many of them made two

| or threé trips. Large cuantity of Tood purchased - pleasant
¢nange. All very friendly - some uncertainty of patrol but gen-
eral atmosphere far more satisfying than in other areas.
Extengive areas of secondary growth and gardens on both sides of
DIN and along its tributaries. GQuite a namber of scattered
houses., Sick parade - number of carriers and police treated.
Mainly minor complaints. Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN -
advised that patrol will remain in BUSILMIN area tOmOTTOW.
Native foods issued. Guard posted.

Time on track, 3 hrs 20 min. Walking time, 2 hrs 99 mins.
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Patrol Report TELEFOLMIN No 9a 56/57.

£riday 10th May 1957,

Remained in camp, Mr, Conroy working on
the battery charger, Approximately 70 ma ted the camp
bringing an enormous amount of food, g bought and shot,

“WARy men making two and thres trips to camp with food,

} & youth
he attached hi

The visitors were all intensely interested
in Mr, Conroy's wireless., Groups would stand and stare and
listen, A demonstration, during which,the wireless's inability
to receive when the aeriil was disconnected, found a large
audience, Thereafter the people naged the aerial "WENG SOK" ,
which translated literally means "TALK ROPE", Ithbecame quite
common, as new arrivals came to tHé camp, for the initiated
to stand up and describe the functions ot‘ the "WENG SOK,"

Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN, Sick
parade, treatment given, Liberal issue of native food made,
Guard maintained, Fine cold night,

Remained in camp, Mr, Conroy, with police
and guides, out on survey of headwaters of the DIN River and
the country to the South, Talks with people - more conflicting %
reports about the KOFELMIN, Advised that they are not ATBALMINS ,
rsuitemamlarge §roup, !'r'fend%y, often visit this aga 3 sve along
the SUMOL ana IP Rivers, The feud betwsen the ILMINS and the
TIFALMINS still exists w appatently no planned raiding, “All were
advised that fighting must c?a'Ee, e consequences of failing to
heed this warning were explained, WOKEIMIN Tribe are ly
with these people - small Imives, poSsibly traded from stations
in"F.N.G., are purchased from then,

Mr. Conroy returned during the afternoon -
no population near headwaters of the DIN, A sheer wall of
mountains in excess of 11,000' (estimated) stands behind the small
hills South of the camp, Several villages on these. hills were
visited. Headwaters of DIN bearing 195 degrees magneticy heac-
waters of the NIO. 2 égreesy mountain range across the
SEPIK(THURNWALD RANGE in an arc 19 to 3% degrees, one
of the prominent peaks in this range, KAMIAGAN, bearing 34 degrees,
Guides advised of the existence of three villages North West of
camp along the road to the NIOL,

Discussions on road for return trip to
TELEFOLMIN - advised of good road that runs between the tracks
used by Messrs West and Doolan - guldes obtained,
BANUWUENG the volunteers to come and visit the stat
disappeared. Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN, Native food
issued. Guard maintained, Another fine but freezing night,
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ay 12th Ma

Off at 0655 heading North East through
kslecnnd.gry,gzwh—qxxd gardens. 0745 reached a desert_@jﬁo.
2L‘vus.e_agxglet - impressive view of the STAR MOUNTAINS, bearing

and 252 degrees to two of the more prominent peal’cs.

Climbed to East before following a small stream, then another
3scent into light moss forest. At 0845 reached 59508 began
escending. 0915 moving through secondary growth, passed seyl al
houseshcr?ssed the TITAIGEIOR River and reached bush hms’efgg‘
??L} y SH00', Spelled., Extensive o0ld and new gardens along river
M;ts”to_‘Eastb eight houses visible - guides advise belonging to
A AN:-:INa. 1000 moved on passing old camp of P.0. West soon
afterwards, Negotiated a maze of logs through gardens. 1040
l guides advised they wished to return - said track well defined
| long discussion resulted in guides finally agreeing, somewhat }
grudgingly, to continue on, Moved on at 1115 through more
secondary growth and gardens. 1135 reached and crossed the NONG
RsileerI by crude bridge 5300' Folloved ups%x"le m 132
00*, * Skirted away from r'iver,fpassed a sh s‘ﬁ%’lﬂs T & h‘;‘
serambling over a tangled mass O fallen trees, hea The South
East . Constable LILI now suffering from bad attack of cramps,
moved to flat ground and camped 1325, 6000'.

TW
of food during the lafe aft %. Talks with uides - all seem
e content to lead patrol to CASUARINA CRBEK IGUM), Raddo
contact maintained TELEFOLMIN, Rice jssued. Guard posted.
during night.

Time on tzacke 6 hrs 30 Wins. Walking Time, 5 hrs 25 minS. §

Monda. o

off at 0725 after drranging for Constable
LILI to be carried, stil1l suffering from miscular Cramps.
Followed gemeral direction of the NONG River. o745 reached the
junction of two small streams, crossed heading South East, climb-
ing steadily. At 0830, 6400' a high chain of mountains visible
to the South South West. Reached bush shelter at 0905, 6475,
Dropped to stream, arrived 0920, 6375' - followed upstream.
Line moving very slowly, terrain not particularly rough but not
suited for stretcher carrying. Swung away from stream, climbed
a steep, slippery bank heading south, Into a flat area at 0955,
6550' - heavy mosS forest., Crossed a deep gulley before climbing
to Bast South East along spur, 1025 still climbibg, 6850's
Fegan skirting 1055, 7150', Spelled at 1110, 7250', On at 1130
dropping steeply to stream, followed upstream. 1266 climbed to
South South BEast. Reached top of range at 1255, 7750' = basinlike
depression below, Traversed a series of small ups and downs
before crossing a maze of moss covered 1ogs, then across a series
of gullies. Basin surrounded by large mountains - guides pointed
out the track as erossing a saddle to the East. passed road to
WOKEIMIN at 1415, moved on up the basin floor - rain Teatening.
530 decided to camp, guides advise no water between this area
and the other side of saddle. Camped 7825',
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May 1 cont.

Radio contact maintained - recuested extra rations
rice meat sugar be sent to meet patrol at SEPIK bridge. To
wait for patrol from 18th., Lili a 1ittle better during evening.
Number of police and cariers suffering from knee trouble.

Rice issued. Guides seem quite happy. Another cold night -
not much sleep.

on trac rs 5 mins. Walking time 6 hrs

esday 1ith Ma .

off at 0700 - Lilli walking. Heading
East across basin floor - very swampy. 6720 hrs climbing towards
saddle., O745 - 8175'asl top of saddle near Mt ULIM, Gradual
descent - passed headwaters of the ULIM River at 0805. Large
mountains visible to Bast-South-East. Reported to be hunting
area of t 4 Sub-Tribeg. 0830 descending steeply then into
5-TTat swampy stretch at 0900hrs - 6900feet - good going. 0920
nours entered ANUNGKRIM and BITEMIN land - boundary near bush
spelrer. 0930 Feached the ULIF wiver - 6700' =
good .« 0945 crossed the ULIM at 65008 now heading east, 1015 hrs

following the TLELEM River before ecrossing near its

junction with the TIBUNG at 1030 - 6275'asl. Spelled. off again
at 1055 crossed the TIBUNG heading North-East. Track still O.K.
On through swampy bush. Collapsed bush shelter reached 1155 hrs.
1245 hrs following the general direction of the ILELEM, 1250
dropped sharply to the BOGUM - crossed at 1305 - 5200'asl.
Continued descending to the North-East. Crossed four small
ctreams to climb until 1400 hrs 5400 feet asl, House and garden
visible on opposite side of ILELEM. 1410 skirting descent = 144
erossed first of three small streams skirted on until 1450 hrs
when guides advised there was no water between here and
CASUARINA Creek - some distance away. Moved to flat ground and
camped 1500 hrs = altitude 5350 feet above sea level.

Radio contact maintained TELEFOLMIN. Rice issued.
Const Lili now alright, Some rain during night. Guard maint-
ained.

Time on tracks 8 hours. Walking time, 7 hrs 30 min.

th Ma .

Moved off at 0700 - heading North-East,

Track OVergrown. 0740 dropping towards CASUARINA Creek., 0800 hrs
guides unsure of road - finally back onto track - now descending
sharply along & poor track, Reached CASUARINA Creek ( IGUM )
G905 - 3725'asl. River in flood. Good work by police - bridge
erected and line across by 1010, Clambered up sheer wall of
loose shale before skirting into bush to reach a 2 _hous hamlet
BAWALAVIP at 1020 - altitude 4050'asl, Noted fighfing house

- Teet off ground - built around tree trunk. Hamlet
near junction of DINOP and IGUM, Two me_n__present - quite friendly

ny ]

offered to Wme F;a.‘UK area, One of the carr-
jers who" hac complained of a swelllng in vhe BT »in during the
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W

morning now in state of collapse = temperature 105.% - con-
sidered unwise to move him, Camped near hamlet 1110,

During aftemoon 13 Eeogle 1nc1udin€ four wemen
arrived with fgod, Talks on 4 - 1nstructe e no
re€ ation for offences committed by the MIANMIN during prev=-
ious years. Carriers lined - medical treatments given, Guides
obtained for tomorrow., HRadio contact mainta*ned TELEFOLMIN,
Asked to ensure fodells on the SEPIK by the 1l.th., Todays cur-
tailed walk could result in the patrol exhausting its food stocks.
Symptoms of carrier's sickness given and treatment prescribed.
Rice and native food issued. Guard posted.

Off at 0655 heding East - accompanied by
three puides, Sick carrier much improved - temperature normal -
and walking. Skirted along side of DINOP Valley., O740 passed
a small foul smelling swamp - 43008asl. 0800 reached a one house
settlement at 4200!, Four women and seven children present.

Cuite concerned about patiol. Bteep descent THTough sweet
potato garden to NININ River - crossed at 0815 hrs - 3800%asl,
Sharp pull over loose stone and earth heading South-East. 0840
hours reached hamlet reported as FIAMUK, ©Several carriers
exhausted., Rested until 0905, From vantage point in hamlet
could see across to where women had been standing. Shortly after
patrol reached FIAMUK,BANUWUENG the youth who had been keen

to accompany the line back to the station but who had refused to
come any further this morning, was observed in company - foldwin,
the patrol - presumably coming to see the women, 0905 moved on.
0935 guides wish to return - much talk before one agreed to
continne with the patrol, 0945 climbing gradually, 1020 hours
4750" steep descent to stream, 1030 guide ran away - failed to
answer when called. As he was armed no effort made to follow.¥”
1100 crossed another stream reaching the DINOP River at 1115 hrs
altitude 4650', Spelled until 1140 hours then began to climb to
the South-east, 1205 passed a bush shelter - 5250' swung to
move East-South-East, 1310 - 6200'asl traversed a small gully,
Continued on to reach 67508 - the top of the range at 1345 hours,
Followed the crest along - moving though moss forest towzrds the
south. 1400 hrs began descending along spur - East-South-East,
DAGIAM River reached at 1435 hrs altitude 5700'asl, Limestone
everywhere, Nightmare mountains to the south and south-west,
Sheer 1limestone faces - bare except for tufty patches of grass,
Followed downstream, 1445 camp sought. Finally moved to a site
on the banks of the DAGIAM ten minutes further down, Altitude
5400' above sea level,

Radio contact maintained with TELEFOLMIN 1700 hours.

E.T.A. SEPIK uncertain due to guide running away, Rice issued,
Guard maintained.

Time on track, 8 hours 20 mins. Walking time, 7 hours.
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Frida: th M .

Broke camp at 0655 following DAGIAM
downstream, Raining. 0800 hours,4500'asl bush shelter
observed on ridge above right bank, 0815 hrs climbed out
of river bed to foldw a narrow ledge before dropping back
to the river., Rain heavier. Moving away from river - track
overgrown to such an extent that the leading party wandered
off it on several occasions, Crossed flat swampy streteh -
moving towards the South-East, Dropped to cross two small
streams before climbing steeply to the East, Skirted top
of spur until one hou.e settlement reached at 0940 - L400!
asl - deserted., P.0. Doolan and a/A.D.0. Clifton Bassett
had previously camped nearby. Began descent through ex-
tensive secondary growth,having to cut track, moving down
to the BLEMTEM River and its junction with another smaller
stream. Directly opposite was a bare earth and slate wall
that crumbled before the patrol's eyes. Progress slow -
cold breeze blowing cutting soaked and shivering personel
in two., 1035 hours a large section of the wall opposite
crashed into the river. Carriers very wary. Moved on to
the bank of the BLEMTEM to the accompaniment of more rock
falls. River swollen by cloudburst changed to a mel¥em mass
of slate and stone. Flow carried boulders of half a cubic
yard and more along,as if they were made of papier mache,

No possibility of fording. Moved away from river to camp
in the bush at 1050 - 4050'asl, Raind eased somewhat,

Large fires built and patrol personnel thawed out by issue
of tea and sugar.

Party despatched to find suitable track for tommrrow,
Rain ceased during early afternoon. More large falds of
earth rock and slate. Radio contact maintained 1700 hours,
1730 road party return with a local who willingly offered to
show road to patrol. Possibility patrol may reach previous
camp near SEPIK Bridge tomorrow., Rice issued. Guard main-
tained. More rock falls during night., Most disconcerting
sort of camp.

bt B

Broke camp 0710 - raining lightly but
soon ceased, Crossed BLEMTEM and skirted catiously across
the face of yesteiday's rock falls. Heading North-East -
cutting a track until the road found by yesterday's party
was reached, 8ided across a slate slope - ideal walkhng.
Commenced descent to the East-South-East., Crossed a stream
at 0840 hours following bank then moved up a small tributary
until 0850 hrs, Began climbing to kast - crossed low range
0940,5000'asl, 0950 started to descend - reached stream at
1010 - 4450', Thence traversed several small gullies and ¢
garden at 1035, 1655 followed a stream - then a sharp climb
before descending steeply to the IUGUP Kiver, Crossed and
negotiated a log road to IORGOBE Z - two houses -
reached at 1125 - 3700', N eople inFIUAIng women
and children sub-tribe - all

d st of the Guter

N S
very friendly a pleasant ¥Nange ITom mo
ATBALNIN, New guide obtained 1140 moved off crossing the

ISAM River before skirting sfde of valley, Commenced long
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Saturday 18th Mav 1957.

climb - reached saddle at 1245, 4600', Guide advised patrol
had the choice of two roads; one via the FAGARA River gardening
area, the other, now overgrown, followed crest of spur. The
latter chosen - moved on cutting track, Steady descent though ’
road barely discernible in parts, Passed through a deserted 3
hamlat at 11{-(»5, 3800' - guide said that the recent MIANMIN raids,“ o,

in October and December of last year, had caused the abandonment
of this village, Descent quite steep from 1“30, reaching SEPIK
camp at 1505, 1600', Party from station walting, Camped,

Small party of ATEMKTSMINS wvisited the
camp with food, Discussions about MIANMINS, and future ralat-‘ .
ions WIth them held, Radio contact maintained - advised ETA | iy
TEIEFOLMIN 20th, Rice and native food issued, Light guard -
posted, G

Zime on track hrs 55 mins. Walkine time, 7 hrs 15 mins.®

S & M LV

Broke camp at 0655, crossed SEPIK by
bridge and climbed to :peljin; place used by pvatrol on its
outward trip, arrived 0750, 2800', 8pelled, On at 0805 ret-
urned to the next spelling place, arrived at 0910, 3800%,
Spelled, lMoved on at 0925 steady climb vntil old camp site
above IUATIGIN reached at 1125, 5400, Camped, Party of
IUATIGIN and INANTIGIN natives arrived with food during early
afteTnopn. PAETOl personnel preparing for arrival at ation,
all Sy washing clothes etc, Radio contact maintained - con-
firmed that patrol would arrive TELEFOLMIN to-morrow. Rice
and native food issued. Light guard posted,

T4 i 0 I A Walldne time, Y hours.
Monday 20th May 1957.

Departed camp 0640 - early start as Mr,
Bocth's bed sail broke in the small hours of the morning.
Climbed - traversing small rockslide 0710, Climbed to lookout
spot, arrived 0905, Through the initial camp of this patrol to
w:\l, arrived 1045, Spelled, On at 1100 - out of forest
nd into grassy TELEFOLMIN Valley., Reached Station at 1245,

Iime on track . 6 hrs 5 mins. Walldng Tiue, 5 irs 35 mins.
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NATIVE SITUATION

1

Despite the limitel nature of the contact with i

the ATBALMIN people, the welcome accorded this paturol was mosv !
disappointing. |
|

|

With the apprehension of 25 MIANMINS for
participation in the massacre of 16 ATBALMINS it was thougnt that |
the people might greet this patrol with open arms, accepting the {
Government as a protector and a friend, bt such was not the casee
The patrcl was met by an apathetic, listiess people, who showed |
many obvious signs of fear and suspicion. This attitude could be |
understood when adopted by the ATBALMINS West of the NIOL River, t
they having merely heard of the Government, and had, except in a [
few cases, not seen Europeans previously; but the contacted ;
peoples of the DAGIAM, NONG and DIN Rivers were expected to meet {
the patrol with some conrTdence., Ivery move by the patrol was |
viewed with-arstrust, cttempts to draw the people into |
conversation were only partly successful, and efforts to discuss |
any specific topic at length were useless. All the endeavours by i
the patrol to put the people at case by word and action failed. i
Smell gifts presentsd to some of the leading personalities were
accepted with no show of emotion. The ATEMKISMIN group. which !
(tbore the brunt of the raid of the 3rd Décember, 1956, alone |
\2w‘é1c‘biﬁe’d the patrol WIth few resereationse. 4 |
= i
|
1

| It became apparent that the ATBALMINS construed
the Government's actions against the MIANMINS as something to be
regarded with the gravest suspicion. Finally one man belonging
to the KALOGLIMIN group let his spirit overcome his fear, when he
stated that he and his veople thought that the patrol hLad comz to a
arrest and take them to TELEFOLMIN, This statement gives some
indication of the complicated thought processes of the peopile. |

Clearly the ATBALMINS failed to realise tkat the
Government's friendship towards one ATBALMIN Sub-Tribe, the
¥" | ATEMKISMIN, was an indication of friendship to all the ATBALMIN
/. Sub-Tribes. T eople recognized themselves primarily as members
ﬁieﬁ Sub-tribes, ard NOI as members of the |

X " ¢ of their respec 1
¢ o\ S ATSALHIN Tri%e. The alose ties which bound the people te their

7\ / -

M L"\ suH~-tribes made the work of this patrol all the harder, as each and |
"\-\ every sub-tribe had to be treated as & separate entity, and —ot as |
o just a part of the ATBALMIT Tribe. !

The looseness of the ATBALMIN Tribal structure is
attributed to the lack of widespread aggression by really strong
enemies, This does not detract from the many MIANMIN raids,

\ certainly the successful attacke upon the ATBALMIN villages along
the DAGIAM River have resulted in a number of deaths over a period
of years, but it is thought, that the MIANMINS occupied by
campaigns to the North against the WANIFOMIN, YANFAMIN and
KUNAWAWEITUN, and to the South against the ELIPTAMIN, have never had
time to fully devote their warlike energies and capacity for killing
upon the ATBALMIN., Several of the ATBALMIN Sub-Tribes advised
that they had no enemies, ndulged in inter-tribal
fighting. It would seem thal © N, end to & lesser degree
the TIFALMIN, merely touched the f of the ATBALMIN Tribal area.
Gonsequently 1t has never i ne. for the peopl
submerge their sub-tribal I ané. unite as the ATBA
I'ribes
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BALLVE SITUATION. contd.

The ATBALMIN Tribe provides an interesting
The latter tribe is composed
of a number of distinctive sub-tribes, bub the people mix
move freely, and they have learnk, possibly through necessity,
is strength, the many 1uboteibes readily
i

comparison with the MIANMINS.

that unity

into a single unit in times of trouble.

The patrol was hampered by the lies and half-
Initially the patrol accepted advice
and information received as being correct, but 1t soon became
obvious that, to avold being badly misled, the patrol had to
discard everything the people said until visual substantiation
Any patrol would have been hampered by the
number of blatant lies told; in trying to locate a specific area

It 1is realised that many
primitive native societies place little importance in the truth.
Whether lying is onme of the natural traits off the ATBAIMIN
character, or whether there was a desire to wilfully mislead the
Perhaps it was a little of both.

truths told by the people.

could be obtained.

this patrol was handicapped greatly.

patrol is not known.

As far as could be ascertained
Tribe is composed of the following sub-tribes;

WIMURAPMIN Near the SEPIK River along
MOSSY RIDGE, also have gardens
near the DIﬁ-}IONG junction.

SUBIANMIN Along North bank of NONG River
near junction with DIN.

KALDAGAMIN Along DIN and NONG Rivers near
Junctione

AVTANMIN Botween the YAK and NONG Rivers,
also near the ILELEM River.

UFOKMIN Between the NIOL and YAK Rivers,
and along the DIN to the Northe

KALOGLIMIN Along the BILKA River near the
SEPIK.

BAKDAKMIN Along the right tributary of

IMDELMIN the HOPE~HOFFNUNGS River.

IAMDAISINA

2".'1/

forming

the ATBALMIN %

Often raided by thov/.?
MIANMINS during pre-
Govi. times, no raidd
in recent years.

?
Advise no enemies. -

3

Many conflicting
reports received.
Gproup apparently in
two parts.Ilelem
group raided by
MIANMINS years ago.

Again many conflicting
reports, apparently
no enemies. v

Enemies of MIANMINS,J
reported no raiding.

Apparently one group
with three names.\t
Many vague,conflic 3-
ng reports. Enemies
of MIANMINS,
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KOBRIENMIN Along the YAK and TAGNIP

Rivers.

IPUGINMIN Along West bank of the AL
or right tributary of the

HOPE~HOFFNUNGS River.

TEKOMBIAKMIN  Along headwaters of the YAK

River.
BUSILMIN Along headwaters of the DIN
River.

ALIMIN Along headwaters of HOPE=~
HOFFNUXGS River, also near
CASUARINA Creek.
ANUNGKRIMIN Along CASUARINA Creek and
DINOP River.

ATEMKISMIN Along the FAGARA River.

will quite
contact with the

possibly be proved incorrect as

ATBALMINE ,

reliance upon information gained from the people
fantasy; discarded some

endeavour to sift fact from
reports as being incorrect.

As far as could be

REMARKS .

More vague,conflict-
ing reports. >
Ad¥tee no enemies.,

Area not visited by
patrol, people
ed to ﬂe very fraéndly
with the KOFELMIN, /

Area not visited by
patrol. d

Enemies of the
TIFALMINS .

Group in two parts,
Possible enemies of?
MIANMINS, -

Often raided by
MIANMINS during pre=.
Govt. times, noO{) 7
recent raids.

Massacred

'bz MIANMINS
in Dec. 1956 v

The information listed above is only brief, and
patrols obtain ﬁotter
The patrol was unable to place much

and may, in the
accurate

ascertained several of the

ATBALMIN Sub-Tribes consider themselves enemies of the MIANMINS.

The WIMURAPMINS said that
The groups along the ILELEM
reported likewise. The KALOGLIMIN and
the MIANMINS as a traditional enemy.
not ra:
meet., This can be taken
if encountered by a s
were reported to figh
BATOMINS, but at present both groups were

They

The

they had not been raided for
and ILUGIM(CASUARINA Creek) Rivers
BAKBAKMIN groups regard
claimed that they did
1d they chance to
is open to massacre”’
LOGLIMINS also

a group known as the
friendly.

another, but merely fought shou
that a small paxrt:iA

years.

An interesting point was learnt concerning the

BUSILMIN Sub=Tiibes feud with the TIFALMINS,
said that emnity still existed though

The BUSILMINS

there was no raiding by

either partiﬁ The BUSILMINSand TIFALMINS have a mutval friendship
OKEIMIN

(WOPTIMIN) Tribe.
do not fight;

with the W
parties meet at WOKEIMIN, they

Should BUSIIMIN and TIFALMIN
it can be imagined ¥

report-
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NALIVE SITUATION,  contd.

from this statement that the smaller of the two parties would
have to be very careful when returning home., The patrol
instructed the BUSILMINS that there must be no further killings,
and the consequences if this warning was not heeded. In June,
1956 a patrol warned the TIFAILMINS similarly., v

The patrol gave instructions, where practicable,
that inter-tribal fighting, especially against the MIANMINS,
mst cease., These warnings were received with little emotion.
In the initially contacted areas the patrol was satisfied to ~
establish good relations. The premature introduction of the
fundamental concepts of law and order to people as unsure as the

ATBALMINS can result in trouble. The gfound has been prepared “
for the next patrol to o cte enever possibie
chased pigs, and shot them ore gatherings of the
people. At these caremon}.es the ATBALMINS discarded their
nervous unsurensess and became merely people seeing something which

was utterly beyond their comprehension, All agreed by voice and
action that the rifle was a fearsome weapon,

The patrol received varying reports about the
existence of two new tribal groups - BATOMIN and KOFELMIN,
After having been told many contradictory stories, it was finally
deduced th&t the BATOMINS live along the banks of the SEPIK. North\
of the mouth of the HOPE-HOFFNUNGS River. They are reporte&ly |
a small sroup speaking a different language or dialect to the
ATBALMIDNS , é was advised that they have occasionally fought
against the ATBAILMINS, but are at present friends.

The KOFELMIN 1is ste In endeavouring
to locate the population gronp siglﬁ%ea by the air survey, % he 4
patrol described the natire of the terrain seen. Some 01‘ the |
ATBAIMINS said that the KOFELMIN was similar, Later reports

refuted this statement, and amongst the conflicting stories

received were: 1. The KOFE“IMINS were ATBALMINS,

2. The not ATBALMINS,
E. The = "  enemies.
+« The " " friends.

5« The e spoke a language bhat the
ATBALMINS could not understand.

6. The KOFELMINS lived in an unaccessible area.
At BUSILMIN when the {:trol attempted to question a man indicated
to be a visiting KOFELMIN, he ran away., It does seem that the
KOFELMINS are a distinct %ribe situated near the HOPE- HOFFNUNGS |
and SUMOL Rivers South of the :'\L and HOPE-HOFFNUNGS junction. {
They are, if the above location is correct, in NETHERLANDS NEW !

GUINEA,

It was intended to visit both these groups, but
the cancellation of the patrol's projected GREEN RIVER trip ruled {
out the BATOMINS; and subsequently, the uncertainty of the exact |
location of the KOFELMINS,coupled with the patrol's food position,
forced the abandonment of this trip also,

The WOKEIMIN(WOPTIMIN) Tribe is reported friendly
with both the BUSILMINS and the TIFALMINS, this confirme advice |
received by patrols to TIFALMIN, In June, 1952 Mr,NOLEN,Patrol !
Report TEL 4/51-52 refers, visited this area, but was unable to !
make contact with the people. The WOKEIMINS live West and South :
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t of MOUNT ATYANG pehind the Eastern € d 3s0
MOUNTAINS o 1t is un&erstood that the WOKEIMIN IT! 1
deep into PAl BUSTIMINS regard_the WOKEIMING as
large 8TrOUP) much larger than the TIFAIMIN, which has an
enumerated population of nearly 500,

The patrol searched unsuccessfully for the group
noted by the air surveye The BUSILMIN area, with its Open-bedded
nsive clearings of secondary growth and gardens,
that the €
1sappo:
cept the shortage of
rtailment of a more extensive searche C]
111:1'.101 agsistance in this search, vheir statements
helped.

fficult to establish where this P
ved through the centre of the A
SEPIK, then moved We
the NETH DS NEW GUINEA
MOUNTAINS then
By following the pa
n that an area be
OMBIAKMINS are
NIOL is reported to pe unpopulated.
le section entire ATBALMIN area to be mi
It is possible that the patro. ttingly moved through the area
in question. 1f this is 80, and it seems unlikely, then the
population cannot be extensive as the air survey indicated.

LAW_AND. QQEI]&E.

The recent MIANMIN trials have prought 1aw and
order to the gnreshold of the ATBAIMIN peoples As yet the
ma jority of the people have no understanding of the Governmente
Only by the painstaking work of future patrols will the ATBAIMINS
1earn of the concepts of law and ordeT, and thefr practical
npp]_tcation.

yet another aialect of the
TE]EFOLHIN 1anguages jct there are the
folloving diale y b (LANM URAPMIN TIFALMIN,
OKSAPMIN and includes A and ELITAMIN. To

h
the South across the PAl!’UnN BORDER the people speak many more
dialects of the same 1languages
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The ATBALMIN dialect is understood by both the
URAPMINS and the TIFAIMINS, but not by the TELEFOLMINS, The patrol
employed two URAPMINS A.MB(')KASEP and KWEGBEP, as interpreters,
They worked quite diligently but lacked the xlinesse of trained
interpreters, being unable to correctly interpret the feelings of
the EUROPEAN Officers by the use of tone and expression., Both
these men accompanied the ENTERPRISE OIL SURVEY PARTY in 1955,
which would have made them invaluable had the patrol moved over-
land to GREEN RIVER,

It was particularly $ha% noticeable that the
interpreters and the other TELEFOLMIN natives failed to pronounce
the word ATBAIMIN correctly. The TELEFOLMINS consistently
pronounce the word as it is written, the ATBALMINS themseives do
not, They say what sounds like a mlxture of ATSBALMIN and
ASBALMIN, never ATBALMIN, The nearest correct spelling wuitld be
the latter....,ASBAIMIN, As the word ATBALMIN is now in common
usage the spelling has not been altered in this report,

CARRIEKS .

The gatrol employed 103 carriersy made up as
follows; - TELEFOIMIN 23

URAPMIN EE
FERAMIN
g TIFALMIN b

)

Taking into consideration the rigorous walking conditions,
occasional poor food supplies and dangerous tracks, it can only
be said that the carriers did good work, The general good _
impression was however spoilt by the large nunber cf_siackers,

The TELEFOLMINS, with their longer contact, out-
I shone the others in carrying ability, commonsense, and were
"noticeable in their work when camp was being made.

At the other end of the measure were the FERAMINS,
Who, with their inability to use their heads, and their continual
efforts to avoid work, made extra work for the Constabulary and
the European Officers, It was through no fault of their own that)/
their blatant disregard of instructions causcd 1o trouble for the
patrol

The URAPMINS were placed somewhere above the
FERAMINS, but fell a long way short of the standard set by the
TELEFOLMINS, They were able to converse with the ATBALMINS§ and
were accepted as distant relatives of nebulous origin by the
inhabitants, Four men from this line deserted half way through
the patrol and are now in the process of being apprehended to stand
\ before the C.N.,A.
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CARRIERS.  contd.

Mention must be made of the four TIFALMINS, They
offered their services waen they heard of the intended trip; and
though, over the 41 days cf the patrol, they took but a passive
| part, {‘.hey were able to witness the Government in action. The

confidence and knowledge that they have so gained will be far more
valuable than innumerable visits to their area.

C

—

\' Fortunately sickness did not sericusly trouble
the carriers. On one occasion the FERAMIN Headman, he had been
recruited to control his line but was useless at that task, had
to be carried., Reporting sick, he requested permission to return ;
home, His request was naturaliy refused, and after he had been ¥
carried for a short distance over up and down grades, he surpris-
ingly recovered, Supsequently it was learny that his sickness
stemmed from the exaggerated reports of the rough terrain ahead,h
which had been related to him by ATBAIMIN visitors to the camp.

Rations had to he supplemented at times with
sago. Though these people are not normally sago eaters, they
were in no way discomforted by this change of diet.

ST

Unlike the ATBALMINS visited, the carriers are
non-swimmers. At all times great care had to be taken when cross-
ing water., This 1s one reason why surplus carriers were not
Teturned to the Station in the early stages of the patrol, Betw-
een these camps and the Station lay at least four large rivers
that could have been dangerous to life. k

It is stressed that the above is not intended
to give the impression that many of the carriers were unsatisfact-
ory., True, some were not satisfactory; but it must be remembered
that the patrol could have achieved li%tle but for the work of
these men as & body. Quite often too 11ttle praise is given the
{men who make exploratory patrols of THI¥ nature possible.

There is no Mission activity in the area, and
there appears little likelihood of any starting for some consid-
) erable time.

Until recently several ATBALMIN youths from the

SIK River group attended the Station School. They expressed the

desire to attend, and were consequently enrolled. After a period

of some monthd they Teturned to their villages; an effort is

being made to have them come back, When the A&BAU'.INS from the
_outer areas eventually visit the Station an attempt will be made,
| should there be any youths of suitable age, to have some of them
|| stay on and attend school.

\
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AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK.

From information gained and from personal
observations it appears that these people carry out a system of
localized, shifting agriculture, using hillslope and river flat
areas unt:[l they are incapable of further production, then
moving to another suitable forested area, which 1s ciaared,
fenced and planted.

Though the total area involved carries quite a
considerable population, from the Administration's point of view,
y its density is such thaé this form of subsistence croppage may
\* and will be pursued, for years to come, without fear of exhaust=-
,yf' ing the land available. Everywhere the patrol went, areas under
b :X‘Vvarious stages of secondary growth, were seen,
e 5. WA "
Ve
N

%
A Pgm;;ggggg ggt;mates; based on en areas
7~ ¥ y 4 Neen either from The air or from a- mag_ngEI}hw

A ?g:zmz;“"mgjwv ‘growth giving an understandablé put neverthe-
Yy ess false idea of the amount of land under cultivation, o

»

(f’ J The people depend on sweet potato as their staple,

' this is closely followed by taro. On occasion good sweet potato

v specimens were seen, The normal tuber was how 1e|
s, | to the average seen the ands. To support a family group
\\‘f ¢~ ' therefore the area under cultivation would of necessity be larger

0:)," than in the abovementioned areas.

Sweet potato is not-planted in mounds, the
runner merely placed in the turned, friable soil; while tne tar o
sticks are planted either separateiy in small patches, or around
the edges of those areas devoted to the production of the staple
crop, Other items planted are - sugarcane, pitpit, a variety of
native cabbage, cucumbers, tobacco, bananas - both cooking and
other, and ginger. The people to the East(near the Station) have
traded pumpkin seeds from their confreres, Incidentally, when-
ever a pumpkin was sold to the patrol , it had always previously
been split and the seeds removed., Most of the gardens in the
 area are fenced as a protection against wild pigs.

r\\,\ x
" B o/ Gathering plays a part in these peoples’ exist- '\
) ( | ence, involving fungaii, wild hompy, pandanus nuts and breadfruit

that they have nominal owners.

The only domestic animals seen, were pigs, dogs
and an occasional bird - cassowary or cockatoo. Nothing much
can be said of the pigs, they are of a short snouted, poor type
the average fulll grown weighing in the viecinity of 150 1lbs, Pos
Mortems of the pigs purchased by the patrol revealed worm infest-
ation and what could possibly have been a liver chmplaint,

Game 1s abundant, more especially along the
banks of the SEPIK River., Hunting makes wild pigs, lizards,
\ snakes, frogs, crocodiles, fish(the two latter items being avail-
able for those people who live within a day or two from the SEPIK
River), and birds, including the gaura pigeon, are available to
the people.

)\\’b ‘}) \| for the main., Though both of the latter grow wild, it is thought \
of
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Sago is .natural to the area, but it has been
y obtained from the “Iower agﬁ‘s along the SEPIK €6 the West, and
planted in suitable spots., The palms were normally seen :'.n
stands of four or five in number, Occasionally small amounts were
purchased, but this item, though causing no surprise when seen,
could not be called common, The patrol stumbled & ross a sago
factory whilst in the KALOGLIMIN area, altitude 2000' = 2500'
above sea level, the method of processing was very crude when
compared with the coastal areas, Sago would seem to play a more
important part in the diet of the KALOGLIMINS than elsewhere in
the ATBAIMIN area, Another interesting point, the sago is
planted on hillsides, usually in swampy hollows, not along the
river flats which would be more logical.

The OUTER ATBALMIN's diet is estimated to be
better than that of the avergg}aﬁlgg;tug, no cases of malnut-
rition were seen, THE people have a much greater variety of
foods available than have the other TELEFOLMIN peoples.

If the country to the West between the PAPUAN
BORDER and the SEPIK River has a grain, it must run f~om the STAR
MOUNTAINS. A general picture of the area #euld be the towering
STARS to the South overshadowing the hills that run apparently
without rhyme or reason in almost all directions, The STAR
MOUNTAINS, bleak in their upper extremities with grey unscale-
able faces, scarred by recent landslides, which stand out white
and unweathered, contrast with the'lesser' hills, all of which
are covered with thick, virgin forest, secondary growth or gard=-
ens, giving a patchwork effect in places, green contrasting with
green and the mellow browm of newly turned garden,

These hillsides, though not comparing with the
STAR MOUNTAINS, are steep in thelr own right, dropping into
narrow, gorgel:[ke river beds that counstrict £he water; turning
what could be a pleasant though ineffectual stream 1n£o a power-
propelled torre nt that could be a danger to life.

The bigger rivers in the area, more especially
the DIN, lie in open beds, the valley sides dropping steeply to
the water which flows to %he SEPIK over rock pavements., These
beds are wide, delineated by bordering sand and brown boulder,
and standing out to the aerial viewer.

Moving inland toward the STAR MOUNTAINS the
going gets harder, Long pulls up into the silent moss forests
where carriers shiver despite their activity. Festoons of moss
lie everywhere, draped from the underside of all branches, cover=
ing tree trunks and roots, hiding pitfalls with a spongy carpet
of bush green, To the colour conscious a delightful picture,
from which everyone must derive some satisfaction, lessening the

2
.
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A & STCC,

Sago 1s al to the area, but it has been

obtained from the "Iower areas along the SEPIK ©6 the West, and
planted in suitable spots. The palms were normally seen :[n
stands of four or five in number, Occasionally small amounts were
purchased, but this item, though causing no surprise when seen,
could not be called common, The patrol stumbled across a sago

| factory whilst in the KALOGLIMIN area, altitude 2000' - 2500'
above sea level, the method of processing was very crude when
compared with the coastal areas. Sago would seem to play a more
important part in the diet of the KALOGLIMINS than elsewhere in
the ATBAIMIN area, Another interesting point, the sago is
planted on hillsides, usually in swampy hollows, not along the
river flats which would be more logical.

The gﬂ!&l‘w is estimated to be
better than that of the average primitive, no cases of malmut-
ritlon were seen, THé people have a much greater variety of
foods available than have the other TELEFOLMIN peoples.

If the country to the West between the PAPUAN
BORDER and the SEPIK River has a grain, it must run from the STAR
MOUNTAINS. A general picture of the area weuld be the towering
STARS tc the South overshadowing the hills that run apparently
without rhyme or reason in almost all directions, The STAR
MOUNTAINS, bleak in their upper extremities with grey unscale-
able faces, scarred by recent landslides, which stand out white
and unweathered, contrast with the'lesser' hills, all of which
are covered with thick, virgin forest, secondary growth or gard-
ens, giving a patchwork effect in places, green contrasting with
green and the mellow browm of newly turned garden.

These hillsides{ though not comparing with the
r

STAR MOUNTAINS, are steep in their own right, dropping into
narrow, gorgeﬁke river beds that constrict éhe water, turning
what could be a pleasant though ineffectual stream in{o
propelled torre nt that could be & danger to life.

a power-

The bigger rivers in the area, more especially
the DIN, lie in open beds, the valley sides dropping steeply to
the water which flows to Ehe SEPIK over rock pavements. These
beds are wide, delineated by bordering sand and brown boulder,
and standing out to the aerial viewer.

Moving inland toward the STAR MOUNTAINS the
going gets harder., Long pulls up into the silent moss forests
where carriers shiver despite their activity. Festocns of moss
lie everywhere, draped from the underside of all branches, cover=
ing tree trunks and rootz, hiding pitfalls with a spongy carpet
of bush green, To the colour conscious a delightful picture,
from which everyone must derive some satisfaction, lessening the
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gall of hard walking but not completely erasing it from the
conscilousness,

Apart from the small section of cleared road
between TELEFOLMIN Station and the SEPIK River bridge, the patrol
followed native tracks. They were, for the most part, bare
discernible, and movement without guides was most dirficult. The

¢S WHIGH follol

patrol moved for Y ¢ ollowed
the general direction of the SEPIK] at times this entailed
walking along the river bed, but often, when blocked by steep
spurs rising abruptly from {:he river, fcrced to scale cliffs and
skirt along perilous ledges of soft soil and greasy rock.

The nature of the terrain is such that satisfact-
ory movement, without guides, is almost impossible. From the
ground it is difficult to see far, and attempts to move on compass
{bearings invariably lead into a series of insurmountable obstacles.
The diary of this patrol has been fully recorded in order that 5”
future patrols will, should the local natives not wish to act as
guides, not be compelled to move completely blind., Most of the i1
tracks made great use of river and creek veds. The patrol traver- i
sed the extensive areas of secondary growth by walking on logs
the tracks meandering for seeming miles along slippery and rot%en &
logs. ¢

From the sheer walls of the STAR MGUNTAINS numer-
ous small streams form and flow North to join the SEPIK, directly,
or by confluence with other rivers, The BRIDGES~-BRUCKEN(DIN) is
the principal river in the area, It rises in the STAR MOUNTAINS
flows North until it is deflected by MOSSY RIDGE to flow plralloi
to the SEPIK, and after being joined by the NIOL River it swings
North to meeé the SEPIK. Previous patrols had considered that the
DRIDGES-BRUCKEN was distinct from the DIN, Their maps showed the
DIN making its way to the SEPIK East of the BRIDGES-BRUCKEN, It
was proved conclusively however that the BRIDGES-BRUCKEN and the

& _g%y a x_g one and_the sam There are no major rivers entering the
PIK between the BRIDGES-BRUCKEN and WATCHTOP, The BILKA was at
one time thought to be the BRIDGES-BRUCKEN; the BILKA is however
only a small stream, rising in the steep hllls adjoining the SEPIK
it flows North West to jJoin that river, The other large river in
the ATBALMIN area is the AL, It is the principal left bank trib-
utary of the HOPE-HOFFNUNGS(IP) River., The AL rises in the STAR
MOUNTAINS, flows North West to join the HOPE-HOFFNUNGS(IP) almost
on the NE‘I‘HERLANDS NEW GUINEA BORDER. The HOPE-HOFFNUNGS(IP) then
flows on to join the SEPIX 4in AUSTRALIAN ADMINISTERED NEW GUINEA,
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POSSIBLE AIRGSTIRIP SITES .

The establishment of a Patrol Post will
provide the most effective means of administering the Outer
ATBAIMIN, Such a Post would have to be supplied by air; the
overland ferrying of essentials can be envisaged in the initial
stages, but the protraction of such means of supply whether
the carrier lines came from TELEFOLMIN or GREEN RIVER, would
not be practicale The Post's location would therefore be deter-
mined, due to the remoteness of the area by the availability
of possible airstrip sites suitable for éevelopment to take
aircraft to the Norseman class,

This patrol noted thmee possible locatlionsj
one behind MOSEY RIDGE, the second overlooking the NONG River,
and the third on the SéPIK itself (Please refer diary and att-
ached map).

The first is a cleared area South of MOSSY
RIDGE situated on AMTANMIN land, Lying North West- South East
the strip is bordered to the North by the TAGAN River, the rich
alluvial soil had been used by the locals as gardens. At the
time of the patrol's vis i rdens were eaten out,
and the cleared area apparen s of being abandoned.
Two thousand feet of strip could be constructed with no real
difficulty, depending upon the supervisor's personal ideas regard-
ing the 1lie of the site, To get extra length it may be naecessary
to divert the TAGAN River and cut and clear some timber at both
Shas of the strip site.

This is a potential strip site, out in these
Officers' eyes not a good one, surface firmess could be obtain-
ed without excessive work and drainage presents 1ittle wopry but
the approaches &re definitely poor. Though planes could bring
in worthwhile pay loads, back loading would be reduced to a
minimum as the aircraft would have to obtain adequate height
soon after take-off to clear the spurs that surround the site.
Approaches on the North side are pooT. Two spurs rising within
a mile face each other while the TAGAN River flows between them
and into the NONG. Barring the Jastern approaches 1s a foothill
that_drops from the general divection of the BIAK MOUNTAINS ,
decreasing in height as it approaches the SLPIK, A s,ur from
MOSSY RIDGE runs out to meet this foothill. Were a plans to
attempt a landing from this dipectica it would have to traverse
these obstacles and descend pot over steeply to the end of the
strip. This would,from th2 ground observer's vantage point,
probably be the better of the two poor approaches. The opinion
of an experienced pilot would be ded before it would be wisa
to proceed with this strip, the view from the air might reveal
difficulties not observed frou the ground.

The seg the best seen Where the
t aches, thi

£irst mentioned had mos T rea was quite
open, well clear of s atures the
approach tricky. The d for s tha ateau Aropr

from where the fore t slog y mountains 1 off
falling gradually to 1 the 1

edge of the plate

plummet o the ¢
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An amount of physic
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take time, it is in no ¥ impractical.
a populated area put little or nd help could D xpected from.
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The total estimated population for this area
between TELEFOLMIN and the NETHERLANDS NEW GUINEA BORDER had,
prior to this patrol, been 1,000 people. Thls can now be
increased to an estimated maximum of 5,000 people, details of
which are given below. In compiling these figures four factors
were taken into account:; the number of people seen by the patrol
in each areaj the number of houses; the extent of land cultivat-
ion; and lastly, but to no great extent, upon verbal reports.

The people's exploitation of a localised
form of shifting agriculture makes population estimation based
on garden area, difficult. Experience proved that over éistances
this gave a to%ally wrong impression, Secondary growth and old
sweet potato gardens appearing little different from current
gardens,

Taking into consideration the fact that the
area West of the YAK/NIOL Rivers was initially contacted by this
patrol, it will be Tealised that population estimates by later
patrols may be at variance with those given below, The people
seen were very timid. Even those people East of this mark
were surprisingly unsure of themselves, if their previous contact
is borne in mind, Friendly contact was made with all the groups,
and the fact that they entered the camp and left at will 8 jould
increase their confidence, making the work of future patrols easier
as far as this section of their work goes.

The ultimate in decentralisation has been achieved
by these people, who are scattered far anu wide. They have made
use of the land available, to the hardship of patrols which wish
to ascertain accurately how many of them there are.

julation Estimates = Al L .

Min, Populatiocpn.

150
100
250
N - NONG Group 180
-~ ILELEM Group 150
UFCEMIN 25
KALOGLIMIN 200

BAKDAKMIN

300 500
300 800
? 300
10C 200
10C 200
t tribal groups, no figures available.

54100
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MEDICAL AND HEALIH.

This area, from the SEPIK Crossing to the
NETHERLANDS NEW GUINEA EBORDER, falls away rapidly, from 6,500
feet above sea level above the SEP1K, a day out of TELE.FObiIN, to
500 feet above sea level near the N.N.G.BORDER and it could be
expected that the accepted tropical complainanés would be found -
Yaws, Scables, Tinea Imbricata, Filaria Tropical Ulcers etc.
The MIANMIN, living at about 2,000 - 3,000 feet above sea level,
that is higher than the average uTBALMfN i1s afflicted by some of
the above, and it was therefore thought luhat the incidence
would rise proportionately as the altitude dropped.

The patrol was well equipped to treat most
sickness but it was not expected that the ATBAIMINS, little
contacted as they are, would avail themselves of th:[s facility.

It is difficult to draw either a complete or accurate picture of
the real situation in the area, Typically the patrol saw for the
main only able bodied males, This is of course to be expected, as
the visitors to the camp more than half expected that they might
have to fight, or at least run for their freedom once their
curiosity had been satiated. On the whole the impression gained
was surprisingly favourably. . - —

The ATBAIMING seen were good physical specimens,
many of the men reaching heights of 518" which is tall among a
people who would average around 5'4", They are long limbed to
the extent of being rangy, and couple a state of dirtiness with
an apparent clean bill of health., Doubtless this portion of the
TELEFOLMIN Sub=District is no different to the others. There
would be the unseen incurable condemmed for the rest of his life
to the smoky interior of his hut by a stinking ulcer that makes
walking impossible; aware or not of medicine he is content to let
the status quo remain unchanged. Where ever possible the patrol
treated the ailments seen. These consisted of conjunctivitis,
injuries that had turned septic, ulcers, boils, colds etec.
Treatment was accepted passively - the patients, in all probability,
visualising to what use the bandages and plaster could be put,
once the Government and its peculiar foibles had moved on.

Especially noticeable, as in the MIANMIN, was
the high percentage of people, mainly females, with goitre of an
advanced nature. Common too was the sight of middle aged males
with hernias of the solarplexus. They seemed in no way incapac-
itated by these complaints. In the early stages of the patrol
no 'grilli'(Tinea Imbricata) was seen, however near the AL River,
a tributary of the HOPE 'NUNGS River, several cases were noticed,
it seems improbable that this complaint is confined to a small
pocket.

The freedom from mosquitoes W urprising,
considering the terrain 1ld, if @nything, encoirage thet The
swampy, river hinterlands - water lying in hollows, pools formed
as rivers flooded and receded, villages built on pig-churned mud
and surrounded by thick vegetation. Though the patrol personnel
were equipped with mosquito n :ts, they were not used except to
supplement blankets when the higher altitudes thems felt.

Indications are that malaria exists
patrol was fortunate with the seaso
pléntiful at other times of the y
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MEDICAL AND HEALTH. conbde

On two occasions movement was held up by the
sickness of members of the patrolj apart from this general
health was goode Treatments were given for coughs and colds,
thought to be caused mainly by the changes in altitude, sores
and lacerations, inclading rubbed shoulders, the occasional
symptoms of malaria, boils and abscesses,and morale 13fting -
general an aspirin.

The first symptoms of a skin complaint that
looked as though it might spread throughout the entire line,
and i{ncidentally caused these Officers a great deal of trouble,
pecame apparent guring one of the sick paradese A carrier, who
had been carrying petrol, which hdd splashed him, became covered
in small goosepimplelike spots that later formed a large blister,
which in turn dried into a mass of sores. Despite efforts this
spread until 10 per cent of the line were peing treated. These
men were segregated, given daily injections and the sores dressed
with zinc creall. Eventually they responded to this treatment,
thers were no further outbreaks

Constable MATUH ﬁg‘;’%%gp_seg« on_the trask with
malaria despite the {ssue of prophylac ics. He recovered two

£) eT s 1 the veturnm trip a carrier reported one morning
complaining of a pain in the scrotuml. His left testicle seemed
swollen, there were no symptoms of hernia, and his gspleen was
nermal, temperature 105 . A days treatment with chloromycetin,
6 capsules then 3 every 6 hours, reduced the temperature and the
man said he was 21l right, On return to the Station this man
was adnitted to the hospital, where he was detained for observat-v\
ion before being permitted to veturn to his village.

The patrol was accompanied throughout by
Native Medical Orderly HAUARI. Loaned by Mre B. Gob.e, Medical
Assistant, Telefolmin, he aid good work and his services were
greatly appreciated. He carried out his duties well despite a
bad knee.

TRADE.-

1t was particu]arly evident that the people,
contacted by previous patrols, tried to strike a harder bargain
than those initially contacted West of the NIOL River. Matches,
razor blades, mbrrors, bangles and beads, the last two items
being especially popular, were used throughout for smaller
purchases

A1l steel 1s very acceptable, there being 2
general shortage throughout the area. Crude, stone axes of a
purely utilitar.an nature were in evidence, their bite-like marks

on the trunks of trees caused the blase TE ;FOLMINS a deal of
nilarity. The ATBALMINS make irregular trading expeditions into
HE_’;HEMDS‘W BUINER, L0 thur,_cﬁﬁpal:ribts the Inner ATBAIMINS,
and into PAPUA to see $he WOKEIMINS. Fine woven net bags, shell
(tmat they Teceive from the West), tobacco and arrows are used

as mediums of parter on these trips. What 1ittle steel they do
own is traded from the WUKE IMINS and the ATBALMIN £ub-Tribes near

-
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TRA td.

the Station, exorbitant prices being demanded for old knives
and tomahawks.

Salt and shell held no attraction for the
Samples of salt were given, and eventually they
e the taste, Tnis will mean that patrols will not
y such a diversified range of trade items. The
shell 'TAMBU' was not acceptable, the people claiming they
dlest from an unidentified

received a bettar 1ime from the
T e sumey

The ATBALMIN people did not greet this patrol
as expected, but as it was later realised, the MIANMIN trouble,
instead of reassuring them of the Government's intentions,
aroused only mistrust and doubt. U.J.s,,gpnside,ne_d,m_at regular
patrols are now nseded, The period between this patrol an the

BUs patrol I 1951 was too greats It is not suggested
that patrols proceed all the way to the N.N.G.BORDER as on this
occasion, but it is thought that the following programme should
be consiéered. Pacrols move into the BUSILMIN area via TIFALMIN,
travelling time approximately six days, native food would be
available during the first three days. From BUSILMIN the patrol
| could move among the people of the DIN and NONG Valleys, before
returning to TELEFOL! IN via the DAGIAM and TLELEM Rivers. As
these patrols consolidate the Government's influence, more people
will come forward, and more food will be made availa%le, enabl-
ing patrols to extend steadily Westwards.

The main problem confronting patrols in the

ATBAIMIN is food. The solution is in small parties with the
ability to move rapidly through the unpopulated areas, such parties
would have a greater range, and would be able to spare more time
»when people were reached, Large, heavily loaded parties, such
as th.s patrol, eat themselves out of food before reaching the

| population, and consequently, cannot devote the timd needed to

i 4stablish sound and harmonious relations with a primitive pecple.
dertainly the air dropping of food counters this, but the cost is
prohibitive, and often the patrol uld be required to search

| for several days to locate a suitable dropping site.

/
Whi

fully requested perml I
Post, to re-equip for the k to
planned to move to GREEN RIV by following
River., A well maintained s 3
HOFFNUNGS (IP) River, and fror
to the AUGUST. Food would have b
was held to enable the patrol to
between the AUGUST ¢ the SEPI
have been made as TeC

from TELEFOLMIN could not
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CONCLUSION., coptd.

can be regarded as incorrect. Such a trip would have enabled
the patrol to view the TAWU Valley from its Western end, and
also possibly contact some of the tribal groups reported during
the MIANMIN patrol to live in the vicinity of TABLE MOUNTAIN,
Knowledge of the entire Western end of the sub-District would
then have been gained, meking the work of future patrols consid=
erably easier.

Despite much encouragement the patrol could not
persuade any of the Outer ATBALMDNS to visit the Station. Quite
a number of men offered to do SO when initially invited, but as
the time to depart drew near, they quietly slipped away. One
BUSILMIN youth was very keen and indicated his willingness to
come, he accompanied the patr 1 for several days before he
succumbed to the influence of several men and returned to his
village., Future patrols should be able to renew the friendly
contact made this trip and 1ish better relations, providing
there is not lengthy delay between this patrol and the next,

The ATBALMIN men and women(ATE SMIN Sub-Tribe), newly returned
from the MIANMIN trials in V. , will be good ambassadors for
the Government. They uld be able to induce some of their
tribesfolk from the oubt areas to come to the Station for visits.

The patrol failed to locate a suitable Patrol
Post site from which the ATBAIMIN could be administered, There
is an estimated population of 5,000 people in the entire area,
but there appears no concentration of people in any one section.
Only one of the three possible airstrip sites has any worthwhile
population nearby. Before making final plans for the future
administration of the area it is suggested that a careful exam-
ination of the country North of the SEPIK, in the region of the
lower TAWU River, be made. It is known that this area is
populated, and whilst it is most doubtful that there will be many
people, the “errain appea not too rugged, and hould a suitable
airst lp site be located, much consid tion shou be given to
the_gstablishment. of a Patrol Post wh staff becomes available.
Trom such a Post it would, be ides administering the people in
the immediate vicinity, K be pe ible to control the Western section
of the ATBALMIN, access bridge ist across the SEFIR Ir the
initial stages, supplies cou ool be ferrie p the AUGUST
by power canoe, but that of c VC epend up many factors,
position of Post, weather, etc The Bastern section of the
ATBALMIN could be contro 2 TELEF OLMIN When

; group that were sighted by the a UTVE e under 1

bually loc 3
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REPORT ON NATIVE CONSTABULARY . APPENDIX .

Eo. 2055 Lance Corporal %,
Experienced and reliable NCO who in conjunction with
YENDABARI did excellent work.
c ENDABAR
% tower of strength at all times.

cons e IM.
Pleasant type, not a good bush man but should improves

6554 WALAMAIWAL.
Did the usual excellent work now expected of hime
No, 7403 Constable KUSINO.
Really fine bush policeman, uses his brains.

o, 704 Constable OVISIM.
Sound but not very enterprising.

o, 749k gmsg_‘n;g MATUM .
ick for much of patrol, work O.K. otherwise.
No. 8969 Cons stable AINA
Quite willing but not very bright.
Reliable txush policeman,

jo. 8973 UPA .
Satisfactory worker.

Ho, 8979 ggnsgap; MAL.
Plenty of energy though at times a little misdirected.

No. 90075 Constable LILL.

A rather negative quantity.

No, 90 g NIGL.
Did not show up.

Mo, 9053 Constable ARE.
atisfactory worker.

89 ARIE o

NOa, (=) 4
Lycclled at bridging flooded rivers, other work goode

PxC A. Conroy,
CER Y
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Type of house seen in
the BUSILM

LMIN,
two feet off the grou-
nd and constmcted thr-
oughout of small - d
imch or so timber.
Interior lined with
bark., Exterior of
split lengths of
pandanus palm wood.

" black palm,
Thatched in pandanus
leaf,
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