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EAST SEPIK DISTRICT

TATROL REPORTS

1972 - 75

AMBUNTI

REPORTS 1iO. OFFICAZR CONDUCTING AREA PATROLLED
et st PATROL

1-72=7) 7« L, KAUFFKAN WASKUK Hills C/D
1A=72-73 i« ¥, PAYNE ARAI C/D
2a72-73 W. BRAJGL NUMAU ABLATAK;WASKUK Hills
3=72-70 B, ROBERTSON NZKZEK C/D (part) = jacket
bap2273 ROB ZRTSON Part WANIAP MAY & WARIO 3I0
S5=72=73 W. BRAGGE Upper S.PiX ¢,/
. 6=72-73 ROBERTSON WARIO 8I0 C/D
1 7.72.7; MOORE ', . WONCAMUSZIN Census Divisa:
E 2728 ¥, BRAGGE Main River Cemsus Di-ison
9=72-73 ROBERTSON SAMSAI & NIKSEK C/D (part)

10=72-7% 1OORE Council Wards in WONCAMUSSEL
i . NUMUA ABLATAK, WASKUK Hills iA

© 11-72-73 " ROBERTSON WARIO SI0 G/D

12-72-72 ROBERTSON NUMAU-ABLATAK, YASKUK Hills.
Census Divicon - jacket

i"‘ =73 f BRAGGE BURUI KUNAI/SEPIK Plains

=727 WALKER Part SEPIK MAY, Part WARIO-
SI0, Part WOGAMUSEN C.D's.

15=72-73 te We SWAINSON Main River census divisos.

-
154-72=y3 GIGMAI NUMAU ABLATAK Census Divison

15B-"2-73 . OBERTSON Upper SEPIK, Main Rivee (part i :

16:!9-73 a7 MOORE Part Upper SEPIK, Pt. SAISAI
Part WASKUK Hills.

*
17=72-73 WALKER ARIO SIO - jacket
1872273 W. DRAGGE AMSAT & Part Upper SEPIK
19=72-73 ROBERTSON AMSAL & WOGAMUS (part)

Census ~ivison

20=72-73




(SEK Census Divison

J ! : South WAPEI Census Divison

17273 Je A, MAM BURUI-KUNAI Census Divison
. ' ‘ e - Jjacket

- YT A
- BURUI=-KTY
Ve A, R

Al Main River,
HAMBRI Lekes C/D

ara
’ . )‘ 1="" 273 Missing
~ - A vy
,
72w

S T, DAYNE ROCKY Peck

ROCKY Fea'ts C/D

3Bl IIC/T-{AY/..'AIIIAP/HAY c/D.
ANTAP=MAY Census Divison

ARAT & SEPIK/M2Y Census Div,

WANIAP/MAY census divison

SEPIK MAY census dividon

Central MAY Census Divison

. » -
LPIK MAY

RET

*EI MAY (part)

M
ANIAP MAY C.D

C.D. (part)

K MAY Census Divison
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Standing Inst
therefore tha
compliad an area study, This has not 1}

vYommi isioner's comments on:

] /1972=73 <~ T, G, ) ickle A,P.O.

(Reporting Officer)

Liage listesd in the lirectory as KAHA

e greatly improved, if his reports a:

LAUNBL should read IEMOMBUI

IWOU, BIFERA, SIAUI and ABREMAKI are not listed
ra . 14 vy

1FERA or BIVARC is an alternate name for the

A8

This diary is very informative,

Patrcl Instructions for this 2atrol may be seem in
ort Ne. 1/1972-73, The instructions and Para 3 of

port

-

© Chapter 17, which in the 0id edition of
ons refers to Araa Studies, It s assamed

instructions meam that wmr, McNickle should have
een done.,

iments on Ama Patrol Report No, ly submitted by
ire McNickle #ill have to concentrate on
and in particular with dealins with on

’ topic
efore moving on to the next. Neatne

38 will also aeed
to reach an scceptable

4

L. W, Bragge,

sistant District “Yommi

nissioner,

te = 15th September 797>
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5 ]
b
;
»
i
b
y
o+

A




. PATROL REPORT No. -~ - -

.................. ey

R e At i Officer Compiling.......u. Lol e B -~ s

District....... 250 Se pil 2 e Sbabinesics blini

Cencus Division.. 20Cky Feolks . L.G. Council MOR..covned)

(For recording of roucine information not of a situation report nature, actionable at Subdistrict or District
level, and of value to succeeding officers. No copy is required at Headquarters.)

(For further pages, use foolscap olanks.) Govt. Print.—1792/49,000.~3.72.
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7 -,) = 5 () =Y Vi ! Fope J‘U - 'Ll'l
rdance with Chapt 17 of to eld Cificers' Stunding
= < - iy :,_ the eny AT ' '."'_‘__ £ ﬁ:—/\ ] “\/“-J‘OQI',"_Q?A'.
L ST . . : i
, r NEDAT e T I is 1 by * G P, Payne, P06,

« The patrol gan 15 wugust and ended om 26th
August, total of 11 days. A total of 41 vi Lazes were
visited. :
y 3. The R ¢ky Feaks Census Division Was D o}ViUU.Bl} admingi e
’ tered I‘ 11n the Amenadb Sub Di trict, in the West Je‘lik :
District (See 4 ap, Apoendix A).
/ g .:.A are ' i ( [ 3 1 e UI’ i _3':3 w L’U:‘.:\_n vue -OCky
Peaks Census Division w ve only been contacted Aeriuuslg
’ #ithin the last ten years,
- ! D+ This was btue fmirst census tak n of

’
-
ot
o
-
P
o
-
<r
4}

5% _census. t ROCKy reaks withinp
eaduinistration, f

©e kaps on h Rd at th : y River Patrol Fost
pProv vl 4 1¢ sQ¥ te for Lurposes of this - brol. ny i) .»A.i«ﬂ\.l")
we re ked of villagers, and othe: D rties au fait with the
area, o gusge possible distance nd travell ing tises ahead of
1S, .
! 7« Wo patrols ve actuslly traversed sone a1’eas8 of this
trol spegif 13w ] ] £ Iwou to 4Am v :t,)»;ever. a

rsed to the /est of oup route




‘agu to Rmbremski (" 'he : ) ur'”;‘ ssdoubled canoce... 1% fours
M Anbren :{' to ,-'1:;413513’- : 1110 ' " h C\:, hOuI‘B
widaru to Bifer 8 et i " 3 hours
aidamru to¢ Baio ? " %2 houp
Baio to Beiuup g " T,
Beimap tc imbremaki ’ " S
Ambremaki to Iwou walk with carriers 3% houps
Iwou to Am L "

-

" 8% ho »g
Iwou to Ams unladen wakk estimated a¥ 5 hour
The estimsated time betwesn Waidarv aad Bifera is bused on &
reported vaddle esnoe tine of # day, ‘

.
ECONCLIIU s

1. The foll: ing villages were visited, except for
Bifera, the councillor of which paid ms a vist at Waldarug
Panev ] Tipas, Bduargi(Yellow “ivev),gi;um, agu, Ambremaki,
‘aidaru(also known locally as “aire), Siaui, Bifera, Baie,
Beimap, and Iwou,

[t § <+ These willages are n arly all situated on the b
& of the Sepil River, from anewai, the furthest south, to Bifenr
- the furthest to the north., Bifers is within fhe @recn River g
¢ . tabrol Fost; administrative area, Slaui and Iwdu will ges: , an
< * of course, Eduargi Fatrol Bost are inland of the scubthern (fir
: ) two villages) ana nurtnern.;ep;k Baniks :esgectlyelys'; '
£3 5« There is g dwindling crocédile Busiresy in some
Ay villages, but lack of dsuz nd and inadequate supplies of salt, |
kL9 coupled with stoek depletion, makes this = tenuous and sualle |
4 i return industry. ' e
‘ b e Bmall gardens provied s variety of tae twpieal
~E tropical variety of foods, including
e

& swWeet é)()tato, yamB. m'
taploca, banana, sugar cane, sago,paw paw and pineapple, In
: addition to thés, fish ars bakern from lagoons and the Sepik ;
/ fiver itself, and the Telapia veriety has found its way to these
regions, Lig, oud owary, wildfowl, waterfowl abound, and rrovidey
a substamtial payrt of the food Bupply. In fact, at Eduargl, o~ﬂ%
Cassowary .icat is exporsed within the Vest wepik Distpiet, '
e The CoM.M.L., mission workers et rduargiate eXperime-
enting with a variety of erops , including wheat and ri@S. and o4
I.nge ol others. PFuture lisson could provide a Valuabl
change of idess which worldbenefit the whole
Eduargi region. It seems that future large scale ¢ropping
feasibiiity in such comodities as rice and coffes, fur examp
along this traet of the cepik, may depend n co-operative:
efforts in river Bulk Transport,

6. The landec ps vur es iittle in 1]
visited., Thieck undergrowth renges into forest apeas with lesg
dense undergrowth.  j tential exists fuor :ng extensive ‘himberp
industry, if transport and malling facilitias ean b2 found,
Inland arcund Siaui and Iwou, the ranges of hills are pietur
and provide a ;leasint backdrop to the encoupassing foregt,
‘her is potential for erorr £ ruing ofs a brosl scaley, but the
situstion during the 'vet season nay be different. LATEe aresdg
of virging forest land would neesd to be cleared ini:iafly.

7« In relation to thigs, evidence o~ & potantially
very good labour force was Been, e&yﬁ¢ixlly.at ‘a zu(the
largest village vigited), tle thres smsll Viilages behween
ané ineluding Tipas and Eduargi, ¥8isui and Iwou,. and Bajo,
imrressive was the fact thet oi ui (the second Targest vi lage)
had tascs it on itre f£ ¢ end GPApOT b ] c ol DN Yo tye
for am airstrip, in the hppe that thés would benefit their
economy. Regrowth covers much of it NOW,

» Tracke to these villages hsd been cleap
P anticipation of the patrol, but the verv orderliness
cleanlines:z of the villages, and the ercellent
were other indic-tors of i

: _wrter-
A /Green River/

le"‘ Z .

river arias

esque

T

I

ed well, in |

aad

58 received

e T

mettle of these o

-
"lii'S.

00..0..3.
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9. Keenness for a local busine enterprise was expressed in
all centres, and it is proposed to hold some basic agricult- -
ural trairing at &ma in the fubure. 'is will possibly be ;
in conjunction with resevtlement within th. stafion boundary. i

10. Targe piroportions of the Jyoung men from most villages
hed comple ed two-yesr labour conbracts in other districts, a
and several had served terms of imprisonment. ‘These people

have intoduced more of the Fidgin langusge and the usual array.
of store=bought Srappings. People of the vil ges travel ~
to stores at ey Fiver, Yellow River(Zdwaki) and Green ;
River, from %4ime to time. Hoatly, they live on the subsise
tence level, with earrier incomes being one other supplement
te the bl‘ﬂﬂ::- emall money inflow.

11.There are & sprinkling of raddos and torch:s, with
no outboard motors in working order wwned by villigevss
There are one to two shotguns in most villagee, w ile seme
have none. Shetguns sre owned by village officials.

12, The huts of any villages, with the exception of
Wagu, were of shaky short-term goastruction, and improve-
ments were sug estou, with rcgard to methoas and materials.
For cxample, sugzest-d were: the use f mitiple overlapned
morita leaf for roof construetion; the use of hardwood
supports and foundatious, particulorly Kwila annd,

13 Wild cinnamon trees .row in many forest sections, aud
could be a possitility for Future enterprise.

14, 411 villages expressed the desire to initiate a
substefitial local indust=y before they became nart of & Logal
overmnent Council system with Ame and May River villages..
The line of reasoning was that "We need money first to pay our
taxes," '

1®. The villages of Bifera snd Baio expressed irtercst in
being inecluded in the Rocky Teaks C/D, instead of Gre:

River ares. These vi lages are geograpically within
Rocky Peaks C/T, and are af present within the Green Liver
Local Government Council,  Bee Patrol Hap, Appenuaix A,

16s Thiere is a small artefact business along the Bepik
River villages of this Census Division, It is confined to
shields of varied painted designs, and only an irregular
trade is achieved with down-river entrepreneurs and a
at Edwaki., The shields weee offered at 33 to #4, and T
seen similar works for sale in Wewak for up to $10.

er
ave

‘ 1.The response to Political Zducstion lectnires and
g 5 informal discussions was an en

Joyable amnd rewarding aspect of
£ this patrols 4t all villages attentive audiences of men :
‘ women =md children listened 5ttentiVely)wn& in some of tle %
lé{'i‘t_jel‘ and more sophisticated centreas sy Such as Wagu and

Bieui, pertinent juestions were asked and men “ere prejared

o enter into a dialogue within talks given Ly lr Payne ang
nyself.

2. Lectures eongisted of a talk on diff-rent topics
by the two (:ff".(,‘u;‘si, and at all $times the sub ject matter of
theee talks wss related to aspects of daily village life.
Tor example, at one village, the concept of the Housw of
Assembly and its functional worth was Yikened to a larger-
scale local council, ‘except that instead of vi’]wge repreg-.
entives v_la to Ama , ]'%1“‘_"'57'-“" L representitives went to

largervillage”, ‘ort or 5bye  They took the worries of
their (eleectoral) ares +o tnesd large meetings in the sume
way that village representitives took worries to ima,

.."........4'9



siven to ‘estify the 51bnut?

C 71 3
St : ’ " o= 1 ' oo
nt d e™ i8 used ‘f‘u Lns ficexr Ti
- - hon
~ N . - . l ), - > s .
Charge w be sending sam; AGlon. In thi
BY 1G4 '-H(""n_-] LU {16;0(‘;“:‘ a2 COl id rati )
oy S ONSWHLE » p -
I huissn c wipcion en m cal

oups was to aask them !
-
s % " el ~ | . .
1T Knoviedee «,)1), sSoue

\Geresting to us. as !,‘
1 ubderstandi Ll ()f

0 a good start, The fULlOW‘
" and dlvl" ugp OI SeVPI‘rn

-

Hoof A. member?" e
rrect nage of ALSR&:I’ Karmel was iven, ;
i—.;-.e Gl Lef Vinister of I G? ]
nsweryllichas) mu.lIa. :

=

£

n you ngie?

:
sWhat is Loca ~J~V&..1'Tl'n€‘nt Couacil? :
R: It means ‘;'«’h Lave to bay taxes =nd have a councillor .
:The nsme of this district?
R: Bast Sepik District,
L:How meny other districts ca
»
-

Manus, Buka, W.S.D.
D : (mT‘* f discussions st -::'v'n, the laigest an 4

most sophisticatad village in the Censu DlVlSlon’ and much

of their current ?nfornatlon comes fv>m regular listening to

Radio Wewak.

4, It was ati Hrw)t & include

t :1ks whenever possil 3:‘4., ard %l
e

ed via intarprete rs, aa fe'7 of

omen were, told to be brepared for increased dnmeqtlc duties
if, in the fubure » btheir menfolk became invelved in
]_»:.rj-; er ‘1(Ic, 1 f‘;l'?!_\: ng I)TO ects,

-
c ¥i1
)
1

the ladies in sessions of
is was nearly always accomplishet §
\;!\P "€ 1) es 3')0](8 Pld&ln.'

.  Village officisls w :re informed of a. worklnﬂ/semlnpr ¥

Der: proposed to be held at ima in the nesr futur' e, "It
will endeavoured to othre guhen V,0.8' concepts of their
duties, and to 1‘01"f‘ rce t e a8 that they bave 1.8 authority
nd m b use 11 . -1 lice e 1life Ire "'u\)ll%‘ibly
but firmly, in secordance For the i ime Be: ng,
eople were reminded t a f & serious me ture
il d » refer - i '/.. i thnen ref Sl & o
(¥ trol » b o t 3 Limes 2N o b Lrols ware ear
: -
L1CL
-. ; cill 5 Bl "el It lir\‘" o gintle! eCl 7
i o 5o btle 1 Dilitd I being cluded in 2
og! . It .",' > s head of “ 2 L0 ibad
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DEPARTMENT OF T}{EL‘AﬂUTAerl~\T'R.A'rC)R
District Cffice, P.0O, x 724§
Telegrams WEUAK In Reply
Telephone ’ Ploase Quote
Ouwr Reference... - pon
If rolling ask for No. 67-1-12

Me.....

21st llovember 1972,

The Secretary,
Department of " the administrator,
.-.0 Sox 2396,
LOL DO -
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Y
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The Assistant District Commissioner's Comments -

A
Ama Putiol Report No. 2/1972/73

The report which follows the Area Study

Heading ie detailed and gives a good insite into the Rocky

Peak Cemsus Divicion. It does not, however satisify the
qual.fication of am Area Study and Mr. Payne has been

requested to type am Area Study covering the headings
required,

74

L. We Bragge,
Assistant District Commissioner.,

Ambunti - 14th Sept., 1972
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(ﬁxﬁnﬂntpqumgﬁmbupbhduo Covt. Print.—1792/40,000.—3.72.

Aim: To coduct a Census revision for the area and compile
a roll for the Awa P.P. files.
To coliect information for inclusmén in an Area Study. ,
To famili-rise myseif with the area and its problems, oy
Generally ensure that a1l adninistration of the area was o
achieved. ,

Conduct of the Patrol: I was accompanied by Vr. P.G. Menickle,
A.P.0. who gained further patrol experience while assisting
in the duties associated with the putrcl.

Three members of the R.I.H.G.C. also accompanied the patrol.
4.P.0, (P.H,D.) Hausa dispensed mediciprl treatment to those
requiringit during the course of tae patrol.

The patrol travelled via the liay River, in a btemporarily
doubled canoe, powered by a 33 hpmotor and a 20hp in Luserve
and to be used at times when travel)inghgainst the current,

to Gthe Sepik River. It is a long uninhabited stretch from

the confluence of she May river with the Sepik River to Penewal
village. This is the last village in the Sepik-lay Census

N Division. Half =n hour furtler upstream is Tipas village the e 4
8 only village in the South Wapi ¢/d that has pernonently sett- v
- led op the banks of the Sepik. A group from 'lowi' village

in the same census divisicn have also made a camp at the mouth

of the Yellow river known as Aigum, they c¢laim they hope to T,
1 move in permanently. Thewe location mway give rise to some .
3 confussion in the future, but gt present they are lodged be-

v .
tween the Sepik-~lay and Rocky “eais “/D, and it was thought y
unwise to attemps to include them ik aither of these C/D as
Pipas and Aigum are only & hrs walk from Edweki Base Camp and

nost of their ties are with people from this area. , i
eraft are listed 28;

Travelling times recorder by our

bt & - . 5 L g
ay River (Ex P.P) to Sepik Rive
Vav River mouth to Panewai 6 hrs.

hrs.

o Y - X . »
w \J Panewai o Tipas 45 mins
b | Tipes to Aigum 45 mins
! Ligum to Wagu 1 hr. 15 mnins
: il £ s : . i 8
i azu to Ambreimaki 1 hre 30 mins,
Anbreinaki )eimap 1 hr.
? E ‘:}'.1.,.‘-1,*}_1 o Balo i TR Yo
: Baio to TTeilo 45 nins,
i Yal ’V'j.llu U imes reco rded were
; Tipas to Edwaki 7 hes Pluins.
J .L;'tb}"-'ji :A‘f‘ﬂ\:j. "’@ A.‘A a1 ,- nre '4‘5 v g
Twau Ama F.P. 8 hrs 30 carpiers)
-.00/?
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4 ; freen River L.3.,C, "The en meillor from this vil} ge, to-
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Politdc: 1 = Loeal-Government, cont.

Tue reaction to Che cstablishment of & council for Gthe Edwaki/
Yellow River - Ame/iay River area was not unfavourable or
strongly eritical, However some Shought patterns that becawme
apparent indicated a desire Uy the people not to be subjected
to taxation for some time yet.

Trom Tipas it was sug ested 'that they would not like to Jjoin
with the liay River/ana groups in councilks They claim that the
Yeilow River massacre of 1956 by the kay Rivers has rothiug to
dc with this animosity, bub they feel Gheir =Trea with the new
road link between Bdweki and the Sepik River (aporox 10 miles)
has more potential and sho.ld not be retarded by a growp like=

ly to be a burden to the council.

A1l villagers indiczted a atrongz esire Lo establish casb
cro_ping or some other form of industr; that will guarantee
them @ regular and avsilable source of woney with which to

pay their coyrcil tax,

Some villagers it wag nobted had the notion shat the arrival
of a council would mean more af fluence and A betier way of
1ife froa dts comception. 411 these ‘'cargo’ type ideas were
Aispelled 4 o P.0., balks and it was impressed upon the minds
of 2ll presewn. shat a couneil conld only be as zood as its .-
elected meabers and executive bodies. The whole idea of uchiev-
in. imorovement was through weight of numoers spoken throd

one voice of authority recognised by bLoth the central povernuent
and the local people. The pecple were pdvised not to expect
schievements from the council Shat they themselvss could nt &
rvach given the same means, This stutement may secm obvious but
4% 3s commonly taken in village sipeles that the council is
ghe '* Popa bilong ol' and has some supernatursl means ab its
dir os8al and peyound tlie grasp af *ta constituents.

My belief is that this patrol definately left £i0d for thoughkt
for the villa_ers bo digest between Now ané the next petrol.
1t is hoped they give the subject a greav deal of Lnought and
.decide what they hope to achisve from a council %0 it me,
discussed snd rationalised bafore too many cestles in the sky
are built. Again I stress that tnere is little hope of ensur-
ing the villagers aims are falfilled while present agricult-

aral extension policies are strangling development.
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_ RocKY PEAKS CENSUS DIVISION, 30%h August, 1977,

Cutwerdly the general health of the area appears to be sounde
Exeept for the extonded stoaches in the under sevens there

were ro signs of malnutrition The physiques of 21l adult malies
were well developed and & lesser incidence of the comuon JKin X
discases was evident, possibly because of a well balunced diet
with sufficient protein availables.

o sbetistics are avoilable to show percenta e deaths apd |
infant mortality rate #s bthe census conducted was rreased as
an initisl census &8s RO previous census books were to hand.
Investigation indicated that infant mortality is higk, at™
BEweu village alermingly so, bhe ratio of children:bLo 2dulu8
gives further evidence of this trend. Some women of the wvillage
Yere in their Sth amd ©th pregnacies and were £till childless.
It is estiuated thaet Lnere are 2,5 fatalities for evexj child
reared to the age of 7. There appeared no obvious reasons ‘
the needlessly high death rate in this village es the survivors
appeared quite healbhy end robust. Hygiene although pot bayond * |
critisisu was practised. ;
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3.F. Peynds .0,
(officer in Charvge
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short word list coveriug

Greesting (Good day)
Hungry

rood

Man

Meri

Young CUnild

o tfight

Bow !

Arrow (spear)

Night

vay

coconut (tree)
Goconut (mature nut)
Jsoconut (green nut)

the three laguages isiouted 1n

SIAUL

Sibarai
pipami
penali
Diou
Aero
Lukwano
Bor Buka
Kwikitanli
Lamo
Pinkami
Naer
Weti
Neniv
Kau

IwAD \GA L
mi dat avalil isaga
nauwor sabugll
denauna \i
nau JIrua
wa sau
alitall el
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