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San Diego, Cal if

January 28, 1918.

Dearest Honeyobunch:-

I received yowr nice letter Saturday.
It wasn't like some othersI had received, but I knew the
reason why. I am so sorry you feel that way. Chas. gave

you the wrong impression when he said I was so busy with

my other correspondence that I didn't have time for your

letters. I didn't mean it that way. Really dear Lawrence
is the only one I have been writing to. I think I owe
letters to everyone now, but when I will get them answereé
is another tuing. I even owe one to Lawrence and you see
I am putting yours first.

Oh dearest, I wish you were here. My
if all my wished would come true, I would have you down here
right away, wouldn't I. I think I wish it a dozen times a day .«
I have so much to tell you and it is almost impossible to tell
it on paper. I wish you could read onefellow's account of his
trip across the ocean after getting out of school., I just
finished readingit in the"®scillator." That is the paper
Lawrence sends me. One came this afternoon. I laughed over
it @ntil I shook thé table. Perhaps I can give you extracts
from it. He was feeling pretty bad and said "Well buddy I'm
telling you that I tried forty-nine different pcsidiions between
4 and 7, everythimg from & Jack-knife to a pretzel and finally
landed in the bunk you notice in the picture, There I lay

pondering over my sins and swallowing until I soon got into




perfect synchronism with the old Ridemruff's (the name of the

boat)movements - pitch, swallow -=pitch, swallow -- inter-

spersed with gradually accellerating greans, "RxexExiiy
Then he goes on to say, "A jar of Lucky Strike connected
With my hat carrying crown just as the gruff voice of the
Quartermaster yelled loudly "Breazkfast in ten minutes.'
Holy sputtering sparkgaps, Breakfast !U-o-o-h! I Juggled the
word three times and then IT happened! Oh what an upheaval.
I'1l bet there wasn't a secret left in my after I had finished.
I know my stomach just folded up and attached itself to my
throat, You can take it from me, that a partly digested dinner
with its polarity reversed does NOT produce a tasteless d&x meal."
Ch poor fellow. How well I know how to pity him. Ask Chas.
if he hasn't had that same kind of a sensation. AXX XN EXR R
He closed by saying "Give my best to all the boys and al-
low me to extend my deepest sympathy to you all=--to be used when
necessary." low considerate he is. .

My Swanson and Miss Berg were here vyesterday. He
is 80 funny and full of liffe and enthusiasm. She is just the
opposite. Quiet and reserved. (Just like me you know.) No really,
she is very quiet but just as nice as can be. They say that
to enjoy married life you must be xim Opposites. They are sure
enough.

My eye just spotted this in the Oscillator. "L"
had it marked so maybe he has had some eXperience.

Skating Bulletin.
Perkins Tennis Courts, Good

HOCkey Rink, Fair
Oxford Street (right in the middle) Good




<3

Parade Ground, . Excellent
Steps leading to Pierce, Fine

OH dearie I just can't get my mind down to anything
solid tonight. |

I huad my pictures taken and will send xe you one

Now I have settled on something solid -- my head.
just as soon zs I have them finished. /I had them taken
ét Vreelands. He wanted to know all about Chas. and seemed
to be so glad winen I told xkx him that he had met with such
good furtune. Just think Dear, he said he made during the
month of December, or no‘he took gg,dﬁring the month of
December ,$7,000.00. H& hasn't finished all of this Xmas
pictures yet. Just think.

Gretchen dear, I think I will join the Navy as a
typist. You know they take lady typists. Lawrence wrote a
paragrapn or 30 in dots and dashes and I think it would be so

interesting.

On yes I must give you the news from Cambridge. Would

you like to hear about it? I wish you were here to transcribe
a little Ge:man for me. He has written a little German proverb

and of course I can't read it. @hen he says he is going to start

studying French nesg week and them he can say all sorts of
things. le had the crazy notion of enlisting in amiation.

Mrs. Schultz and I both wrdéte and told him he would be foolish
to and he suid in this letter xkmx "No, I won't volunteer for
aviation. My folks don't say anything about it but you and Vin
tell me not to s0 I won't go unless drafted into it."™ In his
letter to Mrs, 8. he said "No, I won't enligt., Little Marie

has put in her plea." Then he said somet.i g about hems not

counting.




I don't know how he meant that. He asked me in this last

letter, "When do you want me to write my letters to you at

515 Sampson Stréet?, I am certain that YOou would get your

mail just as proﬁptly there if not more so than at home."

Ha. Ha. He said"he wold like to beaway under a blue sky and sun-
shine with trees}and flowers all around. You know where (then

he wrote 'San Diego' in the wireless code) und beautiful stars

that flash like diamonds. They are all quiet here. I can only

think about it."

Well dearest, I will write more tomorrow. It is almost
ten and I wouldn't doubt but what it was past and Father is
trying tosleep in all this noise. Good-night dear sister

and I will write more tomorrow.




8an Diego, California,
January 31, 1918,

Dearest 1ittle Sisterie

1 don;t blame you one bit if you have me
down in your.little book as the meanest person on
earth, Mother called me up this morning and said
that my last letter kaxm had been returned, 1 had
transposed the address. I will send that letter to
you tomorrow and will forward this one by special
delivery, I am awfully sorry dear this has happened,
but I promise I will get the right address next time,

‘ \
i am just dying to see you, I wi&l write

you a 1ittle book some time this week, I have more to
tell you, 1I received a letter from Lawrence yesterday
and I am just dying to tell you the contents,

Forgive me dear, won't you for this delay.
This is noon and I must hurry and go to Marstons for a
stamp, and get this off,

Good=bye and with oodles of love and kisses,
I am always your

Sister Marie,
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San Diego, Calif,
February 8, 1917,

My dearest Sister;-

I received your lovely Christmas gift yesterday,
It was just too dear for anything and I thank you so much
dear, I know that oodles of love came with it as you
said and I appreciate it so much more because you made it
yourself, I certainly will discard Milly's baby doll
cushion, You remember I guess how she used to howl when
I used it,

I just wrote a letter to Chas. today, and I will
have to give you the same news, I presume you all read
each others letters, I am Just wondering if you received
those letters I sent last week, I havn't heard from you
but I know you are busy, I want a letter in answer to that
last one I sent you so badly that I can hardly wait, I
have decided not to 8ay a word about that letter and wait

until he writes another one and I won't have to refer to a
thing in it,
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Mrs, Schultz just called up this afternocon and said
she had the most interesting bit of news to tell me about
Cambridge, Lawrence has meet Dr, Rasmus' son and it is
something concerning that, He told me ha had met him in
that blamed little note, but that is all that was said,
Perhaps he will tell me more later, She said I would be
glad to hear the news, I wonder what it is? I can't know
until seven fifteen tonight,

I am going to a WQueen Esther meeting tonight at the
Hall, After that I have to go to orchestra practice, They
appointed me as piandst, Don't you pity their taste? I do,

Last Tuesday after our class Marian wanted me to go home
with her and I did., John and Albert wanted to take us home
80 we told theh that if they would wait just two minutes until
we went into Mrs., Schultzs'! for a few minutes, we would be ready
to go. We went in and talked and talked and talked and talked
and all at once I happened to remember about the boys waiting
outside, Isn't that sad, I don't know how x long we were 11_1
there but at any rate they were waiting when we came out again,
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That was one of the nightsthat I felt exceptionally silly
es I so often do., Vhen we retired, Marian brought in a tray with
hot chocolate on it, I'1l tell you it certainly looked tempting,
We were enjoying it and all of a sudden Marian spilled hers right
in her lap, Ok it looked so funny to siee her, Of course I started
to laugh and she w just sat there looking so thunder struck and every
time I looked at her it sent me off again, Finally we went @t in
the kitchen and fixed things up the best we could, It was her goeod
broadcloth skirt too,

Mother went calléng this afternoon, I thought I would tell
you because it is so unusual, She went to see your Mother and
Katherine and Mrs. Schultz, I wish she would get out more, Mrs,
Schultz said when she was talking to me over the phone, "My, I wish
I had your Mothers looks and eefiplexiéni:., I couldn't help thinking
that I was just talking to a young girl., She is so sweet, " I told
Mother and I just bet she turned red up to the very foots of her
hair, Everyone seems to like Mother so much., Xmihx When Hazel was

down here she said she thought Mother was so sweet,

Dearée, I think I have told you everything I know., You see
I jus wrote yesterday, didn't I, You please write real often for
I love to hear from you, Oh yes, I told Chas I wish you two would
write a letter to the league, I think they would appreciate it
so much, for you two are often speken of., They all inquire of me
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how you are, and I know most they would enjoy a letter, And
dearie I remember you in my prayers too, You know you wanted
me to pray for mpeu that you might be some help to your folks,
How is June? I hope she is better now, It must be awfully
hard for you to talk care of her and the household work too,

Well, wkite soon, dear, Tahkmkimg Thanking you again
and again for that beautiful beautiful gift -~ it was so sweet
and everytime-I see it I shall think of you, Just think I have
three of the peeple I love best right abound me, That is on my
dresser, Now that isn't just exactly so, There is one that
I can't say that of--that is that I love the best--that is
Lawrence, You know it wouldn't be hard if I dared let myself,
but you know I can't yet, and maybe never, Well good-bye dearest,
and write soon., With loads and loads of love and kisses,

Fram your loving Sister Marie,
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San Diego, April 27, 1918,

Dear, I had to go to bed last night for I was so tired, but I will just add a few lines
in this letter.

lMother just called me up ahd said I had received another letter from lLawrence. Oh
I wonder if he wrote it just before he left? Dear, I wish w you were here., 1
could tell you so much, but when 1 come up there in Spetemper I will tell you
everything: and will bring all my letters., Good-bye dear, I am in such a hurry

to get home and see what he is @oing and where he is going.

With oceans of love and kisses to y»o»u dear heart, I am,

-

Your loving Sis.
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THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

San Diego, Calif., May 7, 1918,

Dear Brother:-

Oh if Father only Jmew I had been carrying this letter
in my pockst--he would naturally go straight up. Forgive me too
Brother,

I have been looking for an opportdnity all week to woite
to you. But I never was so busy in all my life, I don't kmow whether
I have told you about the squabble we are in at the office or not,
I am not directary clork any more, I am stenographer and we are certainly
having some time getting a directary clerk. Now they realize what I
have been doimg and what 1 amounted to. The girl they have now, they are
going to fire today. The terrible part of it all, is that the directory
@es to press the 5th of next month, I promised them I would i'oad proof‘
on this directory and you see I will be busy with that and who is _gomg
to take my place while I am goke§ The last two weeks of this month, I
will héve to take Miss GBchmuckers place as typist and that is the very
time I should be doing some very important things on the directory. Oh,
if I ever get out of this whole. Then you see there is the new girl to
teadh at the same times

Oh I'11 not fill a letter with all this glum, but just the
same you will know how busy I have been. I didn't take any lunch hour

last week and I worked all Saturday aftermoon too.

We had League Business Meeting last Monday night. We had the




best time, For refrgshments we had sandwiches, cookies and coffee.
After the affair was all over, two of the soldier boys helped Mar ian
and I with the dishes, Believe me this army 1life certainly teaches
you men folks a heap, fes "heap big much,"

You should see Florenmce and Mr. Goldsmith. They are as
thick as hops and it is so funny to watch them, They hate dates in
the afternoon and they sit together in ckmrch and I guess they will
be married soon from the looks of things. Poar Florence is goimg to
get her wish after all,

I started a letter to you the 2nd and didn't get to finish
ite I will enclose it .in this letter.

Mother mceived a letter from Sis yesterday and she says
your libderty §111 po taken away from yom for a month OﬁISO. That is
too bad, Brother, but cheer up it could be worse. (

Well Brother I must close ﬁcv and get busy. {Aa Mr. Wansley
(he is one of the boys here) says, "Now fr goodness la&ns go away and
let this little girl alone. She is 'Way up to her chim in work and hasn't
seen daylight for days except when I come around.® He is so funny .

With loads of love and kisses, I am,

Yowr loving Sis,

M RIE.
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THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

San Diego, Calif., May 1llth, 1918,

Darling Sister:-

I have been so busy that I have not written to you for some time, but
you know that it &s not because I don't think of you. This is just eight-thirty
in the morning and I should be working as hard as I can, but I am camouflaging
the Company I suppose I would say if I speak in modern terms. I have eyes in
all parts of my head watching for supervisors and managers and "males" of all

sorts, sizes and shapes.

I am happier today than I have been for some time. I received a letter
from lawrence yesterday. It has bedn a week lionday since I had heard from him
and it scemed so long. A month allyway. He is all right from what he says. He
is in eome foreign part. He said they had smash-ups, bres downs and all things
imaginable in mid-ocean, and that I could imagine how glad they were to set their
feet on dry land once more. He said they had to wear life belts steady for two
days. He said of couwrse % knew how he could use his imagination and it certainly
must have had full play. He said of course he couldn't write as often as he had
been but that I could write a whole flood of letters and no objection would be
made by anyone. No I suppose not, =- no one save myself, I don't think it would
be good for him to have too many letters. He would think he had too good a hold




upon me, and I want to keep him away from that thought as much as possible., I want
him to still think that he can lose me if he is not careful. I am not going to let
him let down one bit on his end. If he does, then I will on mine, But just the same,
I wouldn't loese him for worlds if I can help it, But this I do know, good boys are
not looking for silly, nutty, crazy frivilous girls, are they Sis. I don't mean by
holding off that I will give him the impression that I do not care as much for him,
but I want him to underssand that I care for him in a womanly, and a wholesome way.
Oh, dear, he sent me the lovliest pictures. I am just crazy to show they to jou.

I will have to set down on 2 memorandum all the things I want to bring witn me.

Speaking of acting crazy about the boys. I am going to give you a little
egossip now. Of course y u understand that this is just inside stuff, Alice M.
has at last found out that Faith i€ absolutely worthless and unworthy of the smallest
friendship from the smallest person. From what I hear, she has broken off with her
entirely, Faith has simply been running herself to death and she has gained --- well
not a good name by any means, Her Mother cannot do a ghing withher and is worried
half to death about her. Faith has practically lost her head over Harry F. ©She i s
just throwing herself in his way continually and he does not give the rap of his
finger about her. Oh the foolishness of some girls, Then poor little inexperienced
Marian is reaping some of her wild oats. She has newer gonc with boys and when this
young man that is staying with Mrs. Baxter, Iir. Ingraham, paid her a little attention




because she was so young and innocent, she lost her head and acted Just in the way
that killed all his liking for her. She just acts like Faith did around Lawrence
while he was here. That is the best way I can explain it to you for you happen to

know all about thate.

I wes over to Mrs. Schmltz's house for a few mimutes last night and she
said Mrs. Bexter had been there that day and had given her all tnhis information.
She said that Marion had never been to her house, that is Mrs. Baxter's, and since
Harold had been there, she had been there twice and as it happened when Harold was
there., Of course leave it to lMrs, Baxter to talk about that for I think she is
trying to make a match for Alice. She has plamed that Harold and Alice should
go together at the Convention., roor 1ittle Marien and the bunch at @Gentral had
planned that Harold should go with her and so Harold told her that he was sorry
but he would have to go with Alice and her bunch. Oh dear Sister, 1f girls camld
only see that it is not mecessary for them to make such fools of themselves to gain
good friends, Marim would have had Harold, but she acted crazy and he didn't admire
that at all, and now she has gained his dislike, I don't suppose nothing on earth
could keep Mrs. Baxter from publishing it in the neighborhood eithdr., Maybe I will
be mistaken, but she is something like Mrs. Elser, She gossips and really I don't
believe she means harm at heart, She told lMrs. Schultz that Marie was the only
one that ected with semse. Mrs. Schultz saild she didn't believe I would ever do such
a thing and she said she thought to herself, why should she be interested in any of
these fellows when she has captured (?) Lawremce, I added the question marks




I wish I could give Marian a few pointers. I would like to help her = that .
she could never be Jilted again, I haven't even written to Alice M. yet. It seems
that we have nothing in common together and it is such a drudge to write to ome when
you feel that way. I must try and write some time Before she comes home for gooi
for I gave my word of honor that I would when she left this last time.

Well, honey, just think it iz will only be three months until September nw .
I just can hardly wait until I see You and Chas. Poor boy. I wish he could get
liberty now. I'll bet he is so lonesome, But oh, Sis, of all the nice letters you
must get. I am so glad in a way that Lawrence had to go so far away. If he hadn't
I never would have received the nice letters I have from him., It shows me that a
good clean boy can be in love and yet not write these silly mushy letters. He is
good and I know I can trust him fully, He has never given me room to think other-
wise and he said he would be good for my sake.

: I know most Hazel does not know that we correspond the way we do. If she did
she would naturally rave. She looks upon Lawrence as her lover. Mrs. Schultz says
she can't get one and she has always acted to silly and sentimental with Lawrence and

to a stranger they would appear as lovers instead of brother and sister. It isn't
80 much Lawrence's fault as Hazels, because he is sympathetic and she draws upon his
sympathies. He told Mrs. Schultz in hew last letter that he had received a letter

from Hazel and she had written page after page telling hi m how lonesome she was,
The mutt. She has cause to be lonesome, hasn't she with every luxury that money

can buy. Of course I d'n't mean to say that she shouldn't miss Lawrence and be lone-
some because it would be natural that she should, but to write page after page




telling him such nonsense and making him fell blue, I don't thikk there is a bit

of sisterly love in that., $Shy Why don't she write something cheery? It disgusts
me and just wait until Lawrence comes back, I'll put a bag in his ear and set him
straight on thise Mrs. Schultz said Hazel said one day, "Oh Vin, I don't bel ieve

I could ever stand it if Lewrence if would get married. I hope so much that he
never will because I don't want him to." Now what a wish for a sister to mske of

a brother, Oh, I'll not talk any more about this only to say that if she only knew
a few thipgs there would be somethmg stirring.

Well, dear Sis, I must close and get to work, I have succeeded very well
in camouflaging the company. Write soon, dear.

With loads and loads and loads of love and kisses to you dear,

I am,your loving Sis.




THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

OFFICE OF THE MANAGER

San Diego, Calif., July 10, 1918,

DEAREST SIS;-

Just a word or two to let you know that I have

not forgotten you, dearest, and will write a long letter

when I get time to breathe.
I certainly miss you and have wished for you

S0 many times since you have left, But cheer un, dear,

I will be up there in a month or two.

Just received a letter from my dearesf. I wish
I knew vhere he was, I think it is in Italy. Oh if this
war would end. Dear I have something to tell you, but I can't
on paper. I will tell you when I came up there in August or
Sept.

Goodbye love, I must speed at my work,

Oceans of love and kisses,

MARIE,
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THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

OFFICE OF THE MANAGER

San Piego, Nov. 8, 1918,

Dearest Sister:-

I guess this good news is going to be delayed a few days
longer than we at first supposed. But nevertheless, it is coming and
goon too. They are going to give them 72 hours to sign the armistice
or reject it, which ever they choose. I am smare they will sign it B »r
I don't think the soldiers o sailors will fight any longer. They are
standing up for the rights that have been withheld from them all these
years of the kaiser's reign., Oh I wish he, the kalser, had never been
born. He has spoiled all our plans for a little farm, I dreamed last
night that Lawrence had come home and that we had the wedding. What
wild dreams they seem now, and how far from realities.

There has been nothing exciting except the war news down
here. We received your letter the other day and was so glad to hear from
you. We always are. One week from this Sunday Lawrence left San Yiego.
I can remember that night so well and how exciting the whole day was.
I can see him as he came up on the porch and knocked and 1 remember the
expression on his face, We both got in the machine and went over to Mrs.
Schultz's and ete a2 little lunchs I couldn't eat much and don't you remember
I told you that he confessed several things he had told Hazel but he was
sure that I wouldn't care as it was "just in the family." Sister just now
I would give the world, if I owned it, to see him even for a few hours,
Hazel didn't like it onme bit when she had to pile in with Mr. and Mrs. Schultz
in their machine ani Lawrence and I had the whole back seat of xk his father's

machine.

Oh yes, I must tell you what Mrs. Scimltz wrote to Hazel, She
realized how much she cared for Lawrence and how hard it would be for her to
give him up if he didn't tell her until he came home. So she wrote to her ad
told her that she surmised that something was up between ILawrence and I, In
fact she was sure of her grounds, Haze] has complained ever since Lawrence
left San Yiego that he has not been the brother he has always been to her, Mrs.
Sclmlta explained to her that she could never expect to hold the place in
Lawrence's heart that she has held xmx and that it was because he had given his
heart to me that he was so indifferent to her., fmxiixxsitzxxapiy Mrs. Scmltz
let me read Hazel's reply, Oh yes, another thing Mrs. S. told her was that she
was sure that I thought that she disliked me, and that if she wanted to please
lawrence she whould try to get rid of any prejudices she mignt have against me

becauswy cf Lawrence.
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OFFICE OF THE MANAGER
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Hazel's reply was sweet. She said she had suspicioned the same
thing., But she was glad lawrence had chosen such a "dear sweet girlw
as Marie. She was also srry that I thought she disliked me because
she didn't, She said all that she was soery about was that lLawremce
didn't confide this to her, She loved him and was interested in every-
thing he did. Poor H, will have to learn that boys do not like to con-
fide such things to their sisters. She wouldn't want her husband~to-be

to tell his sister either.

Well, Dearest, I see that I have given you my usual amount of
chatter, I must get busy now and finish my letters for the company.

With loads of love and kisses to you,dear, I am,
Always your loving,

Sister.
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