NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN YELLEN
Brawley, Calif,
October 1, 1957

._'On Sept. 22, 1967, an editorial "COUNCIL SHOUT-FEST A SORRY SIGHT"
writtean by‘Jim Duke appeared in the El Centro Pest-Press and Brawley :
N?WS, _Thls was an attack on me. Any good newspaper which prints an
editorial oriticizing a person, permits that person to have his answer
printed in t?e newspaper. I wrote an answer immediately and Dick Fitch,
the General Manager, promised to print it right away. So far nothing
of my answer has appeared in the SCHURZ NEWSPAPERS.

Here 1is the Editorial---., The deterioration of Nonday night's
Brmwley_01ty Couneil meeting to a shouting match between thg magor and
a councilman was an unfortunate display of intemperance. It was doubly
unfortunate becagse it took place in front of an unusually large aud-
lence, whose members must be shaking their heads over their city's re-
presentativg govoroment. While council meetings are inevitably a fusgion
of_personallty and government aotiom, it would eppear that the person-
ZiéggQOf one councilman temporarily obstructed effective government

Brawley, faced with serious questions concerning its future in the
upcomlng months, not the least of which is the downtown Urban Renewal
ppgaect, must rely on its elected representatives to examine all issues
with as ruch dispassion and logie as they can summon, It is hard to
refer to intemverate displays of personality and emotieon without nam-
ing Dr. Ben Yellen, who has made it his poligy to use the counsil pro-
ceedings as a platform for his many programs of "economic upheaval®.

This newspaper defends the right of any sounsilman including Dr.
Yellen to "speak his piece" in his role as a politieal personality and
wie;der of governmental power. But we cannct eondone the flagrant vio-
lation of desorum exhibited by the doctor at Monday night's meeting,
Whlsh nearly led to suspension of the prosseedings. The Council, includ-
ing the mayor, has often exhibited restraint in permitting the doctor
te "speak his niece" on subjests strangely ilrrelevant to the immediate

matters on hand,

An example of some of Dr., Yellen's logic was displayed to a chamber
full of witnesses, who heard charges wade by the doctor against three
local organizationa, all of which are undeserving of the doctor's barbs,
Two of the organizations were representsd at the meeting, and each off-
ered fitting rebuttal to ‘the doetor's chargs that they were mere fronts
for "eontrolling the Eastside"” and were "regimenting youth".

The record of the Soroptomist Club is a glowing tribute to its ocom-
munity service, raising money fer worthwhile community projects, funding
scholarships, and building a school for mentally handicapped children.
The Boys' Club, on the verge of getting & firm foothold in the Eastside,
offers youngsters a supervised place to meet and work with one another

under expert direction.

And Casa de Amistad is a well-operated center for cocrdinating East-
side activities, including many welfare cases and classes conducted for
persons wishing to better themselves and thelr community. It goes with-
out saying that the Casa has an impartant youth developmeat program. Dr-
Yellen's innuendos that these organizations are fronts for "controlling

the Eastside by Westside do-gooders" is way off base,

‘ Here is the answer---, Jim Duke is s young man snd has been here
only 1% years so that he is not oriented into the backgrcund of msny
things he writes about. He has to get more expericnce esnd then he will
realize that Politics is a difference of opinion. At the Council meet~
ings in any ecity, people ask for things and services whicn cost money.
Where will the money come frcm? Vhsn this occurs. I epeak of things th. .t
Duke calls "subjeects strangely irrelevant'", But the people of Brawley
elected me to speak about these matters wihich I counzider relevante.
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So when the mabtter of money oomes up,y I aGvocate the collection of
the business licenss taxes Tfrom the big fermars and their allies who
do business in the city; putiting the Imperial Irrigation District on
the tax rolls and to collect taxes from it; to sue the I.I.D. for
$300,000 in water overcharges from 1931-1951 plus $900,000 (anti-
trust triple damages) for a total of $l.2 millions., Mayor Pat Williams
has heard all this many times at Council meetings end gets irritated
and since he is known to have a short fuse on his temper, fireworks re=
sult as my ruse matches the layor's. But these idees of getting money
to run the oity, Jim Duke calls "egonomic upheaval" in his editorial.

I would suggest that Jim Duke and you readzrs look on the front

page of the paper that hed Duke's editorial and you will see where
- Governor Jack Williams of Arizona tells how an "aroused and angry

public forced the issue" over tax advantages and lower electricity rates
in the Salt River Project which is the name of the irrigation district
around Phoenix. The SRP solls electricity and water just like the I.I.D.
S0 you see that other people advocate political ideas similar to mine
and which Jim Du 'z ecalls "economlc upheaval™. Mayor Williams who has
been Councilmen 12 years and the other Councilmen NEVER ADVOCATE these
ideas. That is what mukes Politics so interssting.

Now if Jim Duke would look at the brochure of the Casa de Amistad,
he will see a picture of young boys playing pool. The long distance
do-gooders consider any plase where pool is played on the Eastsids as
a. bad environment., I objest to this. Nr. Orlicky is trying to run &
family type fur recreation center where ne has an ice cream fountain,
only soft drinks, various games machines, checker ganes, ete., a race-—
way for toy ear rasing, poel tables which can be converted te plng ponge.
I do not consider that a pool table creates "a den of iniquity". It
all depends on who runs the place. Mr. Orlicky should be given a chance
to show how the plase will be managed,

The broohure of the Casa shows 27 direstors of which only 7 live
on the Eastside. This substantiates my claim that outsiders control '
the Casa and its policies., Notice that both the Boys Club and the Casa
are loeated on the Eastside, Why?  Dont the youth f the Westside
need "saving from the evils of youth" like long hair, bare feet, gultars,
1arijuana, the watusi, gambling, and narcoties, ete. etc. ad infinitum?

Jim Duke feels that the Soroptomists are wonderful, are a high
minded group who are interested in civic affairs, etc. There 1s hardly
a week that goes by that they are not in the newspapers which by tpe
way happens because they send press releases to the newspapers, (Thls
eriticism also applies to other groups that create a begutiful public
image for themselves by self-laudatory press releases. Doesn't anyone
ever do his good deed anymore and keep his mouth shut about 1t?)

Have you readers ever sSeen where the Soroptomists take up problems
like enforscement of the U.S. Reclamation Law; collection of the businest
license taxes; putting the I.I.D. on the tax rolis; why the people on
the Eastside have such high unemployment that it was not so long 820
‘that about 200 families had thoir water cut off becauss they did not have
the $4.50 to pay the monthly water charge.

All socalled community service projects like the Boys Club gnd the
Casa de Amistad have "regimentation™ in that certeain ege groupe have
certain hours. Then there are certain hours for this or that or Whet:
‘her boy or girl. Mr, Orlicky's Recreation Center hes none of tiis. Lev
the children and their parents choose waich place to patronlzes

Finally, the Soroptomists and the Directors of the Boys Club do not
1live on the Eastside but seem to worry about the pool tables th?re. &
would suggest if they want to do long distance do—goo?;ng t§at they take
up the problems like the effect of unemployment, the high fTGCtrfity:.mt
bills, and the high taxes that plague this area. If thay midﬁthLo f*?in’
I would not object to them having a right to put 1in their opinions regarc:
ing the pool tables at the Casa de Amistad and Mr. Orlicky's Youth
Recreation Center, :
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