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67-ll-l 7 

The District Commissioner, 
Bou91inville i trict, 
KIEI . 

3lst 1,rc,h, 1971. 

K PATROL C.l OF 1970/1971 

Your reference is 67-1-2 of l ~ th February, 1971. 

I acknowledge with thanks r ceiot of ? ~nual c ensu , 
Mrea Study, and Situation eport by r. F. · ~novan, Patrol 

fice r of Siwai Census Division. 

The report indicat@s th8t the Siw• i pe 1 hav marl 
con1ider1ble progress over the p1st ten ye1rs. F1ctors 

uch as a per capita income of 48 . SO, a successful co­
operative society, highway tyi)e ro1ds being const~cted in 
the area, i~22 primary and 206 post-primary stud llts, 1 
within 1n area populated by 7,060 per~ons, speak well for 
the futur of the 51wai. 

The ~ssistant District Comm l ssioner has shown initiative 
in arranging with Barclay Bros. for 1 ~lldozer to work on sub 
district feedei. roads and much good work should be ace pli1hed. 

r. onovan has su~itt~d an interesting report wit 
a wealth of detail. It is obv·lous that • lot of hard work 
ha5 gone into the pstrol and th9 report. I agree that he 
hould develop a ?re formal writing style. 

( T. r • ELLIS) 
Sccrctarv. 
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In Reply 
PI o e Quote r Ltgroma 

r .Lt,,hon• 
Our Refer •nc ... 6 7.~ .1 ~2 
,, coUinp a Ii. for DBW .. vh"""""' ................. .......... . 

No. 

Mr .......... .. .. 

'lh• S11cretary, 
Department or the Administrator, 
WNIOOBU. 

Konga P.a trol No .1 or 1970/71 • 

D epartmen t of th A d mini t.-al or, 

District Headquarters, 
BoU&ainville Dis~rict, 
KIETA. 

15th February, 1971. 

Copies of the report of t he above patrol and 
covering comments by the Assistant District Commissioner, 
Buin are forwarded herewith. 
2. The Situation Report, AreR Study and Apper.dices 
represent the sum of Mr Donovan•s observations whilst 
stationed in the Siwai. It is an exhaustive and compre­
hensive report and Mr Donovan must be commended for bis 
assiduousness. I agree with the Assistant District 
Comaissioner•s co11111.ents regarding style. Whilst many of 
the observations made ..re sound and well founded, ':.here 
11 too much conjecture - the facts are there for conclusions 
to be drawn if they were more tidily presented. 

3. The effect of the administrative eh uige~ n the 
Siwai will be reflected in our district r . ort concerning 
the trial period of the Office of Local Govern111ent. Sven 
now it would appear that ,.,e need to post an experienced 
ge::ieralist officer to th1· Bolro Patrol Cost adlrlnistrative 

area. ~ / 

I 

Bncl. 
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KONGA PATey.OL REPORT No 1 of 1970/71. 

SITUATION REPORT. 

onga Base C . 
of the Bougainville Di amp in the Buin Sub District 

atrict mus~ b · 
nery day if, a field day ~ e um.que in that virtually 

_INTRODUCTION. 

The £dminis1;rativ ' subject to office duties etc. 
e area involved covers 328 s . . 

and a population of 
7 060 

q IDlles, 65 villages 
' persons. Jll but tw ~ th . 

accessible by vehi 
1 

° o e villages are 
. c e, subject to weather. The area is an 

economically vaible one and the l . . peop e are reasonably 
sophisticated. Ref er attached Area St dy d . day ti 't' u an appendices. Day to 

.ac vi ~es u_ivolve Council supervision/advisory duties, 
polic~ • magisterial, poli ticsl education and rural. development 
activities together with a small amount of office work. 

Living in the area as we are, one sees more 

of the people than on a normal foot .L->atrol. ftany people are known 

by name. u above, contact is continual, hence my attached Patrol 
Diary records onl;; the actual days of Census. Effectually each 
da1' or say three in a week are thus Patrol Days. They are not 
listed a• such in returns. There are no rest houses in the area 
~o no nights are camped out. This Patrol covered 25 actual days of 
~ensus, extending from J.ugust 18th to November 19th. Since calling 
to Konga in mid March, I have recorded 25 Patrol days and 1()9)6 
lield dqs. The purpose of my Patrol vu for familiarisation of 
the area, inerease contact etc, and as a real purpose a ReWision 

of Sensus. The last Census was in 1966/67 and a significant 
population increase has been recorded together with a number of 
interesting stati&tics which represent positive forevard gains by 

these people. J. completely IlilV Census Tax Register has been 
compi.led, t;yped and prepared on a village/ward basis. The files 
for the villages being censused need only be tekeb +.o t'1e village 

rather than the cumbersome master coming to every village. 

ill but two of the villages in the area 

are covered by the Sival Local Governaent Council a..a. those two 
are part of the Bans. Local GoverDlllent Council administered from 

Bolcu Patr,ol Post. The Sivei L.G.C. tax rate is S 8.00 per aDilUlll• 

The attached information .xm is presented 

after living in the area wider surve7 continuosl7 sinee mid Mareh 
end would be as close to accurate as currently available. 

. . . ' 

~- - - . ~---~-- . 

>. 

~t 

.e 

l 



•, The Select Comm"tt . ,_,/ 
JJeTelopment is to vis:i th . . i ee on Constitutional 

e iwai Census · · · 
neXt Tuesday, and if the activit" ivision on January 5th, 1971, 

POLITICAL. 
--== 

.. ation then the paople or th Siie~ or the last wee.k are any indic-
e Wal. are P i·t· 

iJL"l;erested. Two mass meeti ...,.,. · 
0 

i ically arawe, awake and 
--os and a nu.~ber or vill . 

aroused considerable inter st As . age meetings has 
a commit ... ee has b . . • with the previous visit in April last 

sit in chairs in fron~ of th present the local people. They to ~ een n~9U.llaved to re 

list of answers to th ~ mass facing the Committee • .Already a 
d . e questions known to be asked - the green paper 

program. an white paper information booklet have boen circulated -

and all looks set for an interesting ting . good ona. The idea mee • The April meeting was a 
of having the prepared answers will save time and 

allow for questions to be asked o! the Com.mitt mi...~ ee. ~a.Ls wag entirely 

organized loaclly and is indicative of the local political awareness. 

The political awareness of the people can be 

attributed to a number of causes - local government since 1959 
regular political education by :..dministrat i on officers and fro~ Radio 

B ugainville, a large number of young Siwai peole attending pri.JIUU7, 
aecondar;T and tertiary edu~ational institutions, lone; contact with 

the Administration and the outside world and an indefinate list which 
llhould conclude with the thought that the elected member for South 
Bougainville in the Rouse of Assembly, ?1r Lapun, lives veritably on 

the doorstep of Siwaj and ale that the member for BougainVille 
iegional in the House of Assembly and the Ministerial Member for 

!raDSPort Mr J. Lue comes from Amio village in the Siwai itself. 
Added to this we have a strone; l:'roducers Society with certain members 

who take an interest in the Navitu Society in Kieta. 

The District Political Education Officer has 

ai~ce his appointment visited the area a couple of times and 
received considerable interest. I have an jdministration projector end 

generator with .,hich I phoW l:'.E. film strips in villages of an 
n·e.,,:l. ug.. Ad•i nistration booklets, papers, publications and p air.phlets 

r.re available for collection by whoever frb the Council Chaabera. 
k.UD Radio BougaiJlville broadcast programs of a political nature 
regularly. J,. lsre;e workforce floating to and from the C.R.A. complex, 

217 at time of Census, and lastly an island which is advocating 
illdependance in some iJl!Jtances more vocally than some of the more 

Toca1 areas of the Territory. interest is high and a good kJlowl edge 
is held by all but the older v:1.11ae;e people, who le·G& face it are not 

all 
t d 

........ in s~metb.ill6 which will not affect them. 

that interes ~ ....,-er 

' , I ~ ' f"'.~. ' , ,' 
. -

- - - - - ~··~ ~- - /1 •,, . ' 

.e 

i.er 

i 
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ltJ.itical contd. 

The s· 1 L iwa ocal Go~ermnent C . 
1959 and again in 1967 this t. ouncil was ons .ituted in 

' ime as a t ulii · al 
baa 22 wards which cover 

63 
.
11 

aci Council. I+. now 
C VJ. age B Tw . 1 .-us Division be ong to the Bana r.:c o vi lages within the Siwai 
1111&bl• to understand ,.,~ ? . al Govermaent Council. r am 

44t1 t since these ~ ill Amo Council Chamb .-~ v ages are closer to 
era by a vehicular r d 

belong to the Siwai Council iai i oa than are two villages which 
Aaio than Kimaku and T k : ~ and Hiruhiru villages are closer to 

o onoitu village and all t 
!he former belong to the B . on he s8Jlle road. ana Council, the latter two to Siwai. 

I 8 00 f al 

t~ke for financial year 1969/70 frono. $ 4.00 to 

• or 1 adult male 0 t, · ~, ne same this year, together with 

l 
c.,nsiderable Mmi ni stration assistan.c D F · · • e, • • • grants, subsidl.es 

~ concess ·.ons - free water tanks - has presented the Council · 
• # l.Il a 

aore=~·:-:a:-;-:v:-o~r=-a_b_l ..... e.--.l_i.:g:..h-'!'t_t 0 the electorate and tax p overs ma...: 
~ ......, • •u..&.S yea:r we 

haTe had few defaUlters and although tax is not yet up yo estimate 

1 tully expect the estimate to be exceeded. A high absentee rate of 

'floating' lab~r is the problem here. A spate of roadwork using 
equipment belonging to Barclay Bros at the end of 1969/70 and start of 
this financial year aroused considerable interest. I 5,600.00 was 

/

apent and well spent. An agreement has been reached betwwen the three 
Buin Sub District Councils, with the assistance of A.D.C. Buin, with 
Barclay Bros for a bulldozer to reemain in the Sub District on the 
Upgrading o.f village roads. Work to the tune of S 20,000.00 has been 
done in the Buin Council area of late. This is monies dcitnated by local 3t 

people in addition to ta>.: for work on their roads. The bulldozer is 
soon to return to the Siwai artia and although we cannot expect the same 

stwport I anticipate a good reception, more work expending the 
Cowicil' s allocation and further work as :tinanced by the local people. 

With our good road network, our efforts 111ill be towards upgrading. 

The The Siwai Council employs two Welfare .i.ssistants, one of 

•boa we hope to send to Ahi,oma in 1971, has a tractor/trailer, mai nta.i.DS 
a Rural Health Centre and two aid posts, however its main efforts ar . 

in the capital works field. In 1969/70 it constructed three new 
:residences and concentrated on road upgrading. This tinsncial year our 
efforts will be aimost entirely capital, and they on :road upgrading. 
Our c .

1 
uld be termed as a small but successful one and it has 

.ounci co T the interest u not full support of the electorate. ypically the 
Councillors are aeill:tT" elected but not representative '.,aders. J.Lso in 

8

. ai hi bl~ successful Society, the caus• of discussi,n. 
iv w~ have a g v 

. . . . 

--~- ---=~-· 

:e 

ler 

l 
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• {.4. 

~ Poli tic al Contd . / 
1b.e coacoa concious Siwai is an 

As such he calls a dollar a doll astute busin~ssman. 
Siwai p e oj)le compare and eval tar and a spade a s1)ade. l'lany of the 

u a e the twG 1.dmi.nistration 

introduced institut i ons as co . are ;TftT\ortant d . mparable bodies not realising that both 
-i' an essential Th "' So i t Th • - ey equate the .... ouncil with the 

b c 1 e y. ey equate the f act that one is statutory body supported 

t

y ~v asala local governing body which is authorised by law to collect 
e ounci area. Despite education the ax .1.rom 1 members of t h c .1 

people are slow to see the ·value of the C il Th 

C 

O''~C • ey are pro 
ev~ce of the past eleven ouncil but Call see little material . d 

years ef forts by "the Council J. "egit · t I • • ~ l.llla e query. t is only since 
• •·· • ~ s egan Council tax wa s raised and !dminist~ation R D F gre~·t b 

entering revenue that the finance has been available :ror capital 

works - roads, houses etc. A stone ar0und the Council's neck for a 
nuJJber of years was the Land Rover which the Council bought and 
~aid for and which was on permanent allocation to the In!ant Welfare 
Sibters at the Konga Rural Health Centre. In view or the small 

budget of the Council maybe the decision to become a Stage One 

Couneil for P.H.D. purposes was a hasty one. 

E1ected Councillors overall are not ~c person­

-ali ties who would set alight their wards. Elected more for their 
passiveness rather than their political/economic/social ambitions . 
ibis applies to ;;."u.JUt two third& of the Siwai Councillors. 
~ meeting is indicative in focus of their rather limited prowess. 

'· 

Possibly elected because they are not as forceful as their deposed 
predecessor. Do not uni.l.e!'estimate tht> thillkillg of these people. 
ftany of the more astute leaders iu the Siwai are ex Councillor•• 
Ex because the;r were too tJ.stute I. As the Council Preaident haa told 
ae on a number of occasions - the Council is not as effective as it Jdl 

should be. Our resolutiona often fall on deaf ears and ma.DY of the 
Councillors are not strone; enough -· ~e Council !:n.s the tendency to 
pass resolution& about all alld sundr1 which it considers to be Cinel 
end atatutorY'• When '.lxplainod that Council rules are binding as is 
law but not resolutions - the query is - ile are the Council, the 

Jaw in Siwai I Eyeryt1.ing te:tes time. 

By contrast the Society is aade up more of the 
. nal 

1 
d 

8 
together with some of the ;younger a:a6 better 

traditio ea er ' , • 
educated aen whO are aore interested in lll8ldD8 a quid than 

b 
'--en pie; pen or dirt7 villRSe latrine. 

worrying about a r<>• 

:a.er 



.R.5. 

I)!litical Contd. 

£s appendix A.P.5, shows the Society ia a most 
succeas£ul. Full credit to the .. ocal 1 ~ peop e and to the ept. of Trade 
and Ind~st~. As a member of the Society, one is entitled to an ever 
~ontinUlllg inco•e, subject to individ.ual effort. The Siwai is not 
unlike ourselves. Prepared to work for a i · · b t 1 th iving u oa e to pay out 
aoney for no visible reward. The intangibles are overlooked. .&a such 
the Society has much to show for itself. Hore than the Council. 
Considerable capital assets, a great 8Jllount of local support and an 
increasing incoae coming from grower effort which unconciously 
encourages grower support further. 

Tile Council needs the Society, the people ne~d the 
Society and Sivai overall needs the Society. Similarly the Societ,., 
its ~eabera, non members and Sivai in general all need the Counc:f.l. 
It is to the benefit of both that a harsonious developmental program 
ot comaon benefit !or the eaae area is worked out and that petty 
differences can be forgotten as a broader economic future develops, 
and this to benefit all of the ? 1 060 Sivai people. 

The Biwai Local Governaent Council and the Siwai Co­
.()perati ve Producers Society are both successful bodies worlcillg !or 
the benefit of the Siwai people as a whole. 

~.ae village Cenns which I conducted af'f orded an 

oppurtunity for me to aeet as 8111' '>f the people aa were nailable. 
A good oppu.rtunity. It was interesting to note the ~ferencea, it 
aall between people and villages of the different areu .... t the G&nsua 
~rlnon:e ~eligion, sophistication, atandard ot living, standard of 
roade, po ttical ideal.ogies etco We now have an accurate UJW.erete.Jld1ng 
of the whereabouts of all the people. Similarly it was e:q>lained that 
there was to be a Territory Census in 1971. Current even.ta, political 
t~pics Council and Rural Development J'und project• were discussed at 

t ~ 
"9%7 oppurtunit,-. The new Census roll will facilitate the erritory 
0ensue next year. 

The Member .:;,t the House of Aaaeably for South 
lougainville, Mr Paul LaPun M.H.A. is regarded aa a true politician 
ad ha8 auch support. HoveTer his soaevhat radical tendencies -
Ian.tu, Bo c.R.L, ~.ndepencJ.ance tor Bougainville etc, bri.Dga hill in 

tor ~oa• rebuke. le is ho1f9Ver popular. i!le t: her tor the Regional. 
lougaimill• Electorate aD4 !li.Di.terial Meaber tor !rrans1»0rt ltr J. Lue 
&l.tllogh frGlil the aeae uea does no1; enjoy "Ghe ane support. He ia not 

,. ___ , __ ,i.._... although dedicated. Bia regular and contimdng 
a .....,~c perao,ua..A. "J t 
abMDC 

8 
.troll the ares. IUl]cc him not overly popular. Becauae of hi• 

'• 
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S .R. 6. 

Political Contd, 
/ 

close association with Administration officers 
and Administration duties he is oft regarded aa working for the 
4dmi ni stration and tb.e Australian Government rather than his own 
people, ~ue admits that this bothers him. And he losing face with 
his electorate as a result. 

Navitu receive limited truk .i.n this area, 
Its supporters are mainly young men just returned troa Kieta or 
the C.R.AIJ complex, Navitu is promoted by certain individua1s in 
the Society, noticeably those with BU~ connections, ho ot the 
biwai IJ• •'C• ma.bers have leanings toward.a Bavitu. ~ey Cr Soiri 
who i= employed as a D.A.S.F. tractor driver, lie is a ~ebulous· 
sort of fellow who is opanl.7 'anti' and ~ficult to get along with, 
His probl as are his own and luckily t w people take much notice 
althouCh they all listen. lie is overshadowed in hia ward by a 
very r~ tute and reasonably popular i! more influential ex 
Councillor, Anthony Pottungah, The ex Preaident and current Council 
Vice President, Kamuai ltaita is a different kettle of tiah. He ia 
openly anti, per!istently difficult and often just blatantly 
un cooperative, Be takes to task all that is done, has been done 
and ld.11 be done .. Untortunatel7 he haa not the resour~es tc 

I 

substitut a more suitable and quitable, for hia, systea•, 
~ical of KNllUai is his insistence that he and hi people are not 
receiviDg sufficient political ~ducation, ~t the initiation ot the 
District Political Education Officer, a D:f.strict Political rt 

F.ducation Course is convened and Kamuai, because of hia vociteroua 
support for such an •excellent' move, I told you so, ia dul:r 
noainated to represent the Siwai area. Cum departure tille our 
erstwhile friend ia not to be found, ~.o st into the labryntha of a 

I: 
pig eating celebration. hwustratiDg, illdeed I 

~ 

iarry 11idd.1emis~ our erstwhile savior ha.a made 
littl• impact. fte uas his followers or disciples, but they having 
lees influence than the twelve, His motives are queationed by ~· 
Aa different to most .l!.uropeans, as to motives, intentions and 

reason for it all, His main interest seems to be in bul.k buying 
ot baskets from the Soc:ety, per the convenience of having staoges 
•on the spot' ready to assist wherever and whenever, One of who 
will shave the next time tor the first ti.J:le, and he a disciple I 

tho~ Anungu is a different ~ ot fellow. Partl7 educated, 

t 
... Dl.,, e'ft:ti and partly ilJtluential t he haa the potentia1 a• u~e, ope ~ a- t 

to dn auch hars to the Admini trat .on. ecret&r1' of th Buaiba 

Societ,- o! Copperativ•• aJld •NZ '** proaoter of the Siwai 
Wholeaale Society, he ention troa hia 

· · · ·
0
A and inter•st from soae others, We will have to ••• I 
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Folitical Contd, / 

U explained on page A.s. 22 1 Q, the biwai people 
have received much bene!it over the years from the Administration, 
and even i~ some of their ideas belie their progrea:ss, we must still 

/ respect/t\• 1 •/progress, astuteness and endeavor. They appreciate 
what the Administration has done for them, and lets race it, a lot, 
and now the growing moveaent is for 1 'lets try ourselves•. 
When, how or to what extent ? • !he Council opposes independance at 
tbe present time, some members or the Society favor it. The tact 
that IUlil1' people are undecided is indicative of these 'changing 

tiaea1 

The notion of independance for these people is no 

longer nebU.lous , now a reality. Independance as an island or as 
part of: a unite country T The movement has begun and only time will 
reaovs the cloak from the real thing. However at this stage despite 
auch sustained e!fort ove~ the years, I doubt i! the average Siwai 
villager understands the tull implications and inevitabilities of 

such a move. 

Does it mean - no kiaps, 
no Administration, 
no J.ustralian finance, 
we run all ourselves, etc etc, 

'• 

eDd. I think the average villager still tb.iDlc• that the extra few et 
;rears wait will be worthwhile. The aoveaent has started, however the 

politicall;r concious and economicall;r sound Siwai seeas to 

exeaplift that catchy Moretein ad -

·•When you are on a good thing, stick to it' 

11 

1bis they will for a !ew years yet. 

• 

ee 

her 
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S.R. B. I 

' SOCIAL. 

The 7,060 people of the D Siwai C ensue Division 
haTe received m~ concessions from this modern age aa a~sists to 
iaprove their social. syste-.. 

The area has ten primary schools and an attendance 
of 1 ,522 pupils of standard six and under. Nine of these bein8 
!tl.asion schools, the tenth at ~nga Admi ;· t ti .a_..;i t , ____ n_.s r u on. -.uu. for the 
record the Konga 'T' Scho•l had the high ~ ~--A-~ s~- · J e." ~Cl.'w.cu.'"\.L ~ pus ratio~ 
of all Bougainville sc-.hools f'>r the year 1970. students attending 
post Prillar7 educational institutions number 206. This must auger 
well for the future. A labor force totalling 564 aa employed beyond 
the village represents a steady influence on traditional social 
patterns. mixing and we hope, broadening. 

~e nine aid posts/hospitals are responsible for a 
very high standard o! health/hygiene. Villages are clean and well 
aaintained. School dental clinics are regularly conducted by the 

ntist froa Bu:Ln. The birth rate seems high although u explained 
in B.a. o.u A.S. 4., it vaa not ca.lcu1ated. Similarl7 the death rate 
••ellS low, in the light of the nuaber of persona beyond the ag& of 
46 a• being 866 or 12.3% of the population. 

. 

Housing ia practical and consists mostly of nati?e 
11aterials although there are permanent material buildings in most of 
the villages and oftimes more than one. Ho-.,ever having a native ••"•d•et 
aaterials hous• myself, I can imagine a permanent aaterials as beillg 
so much hotter. But in this changing world its the status that counts. 
All Tillages have a 1 haus garamut 1 which is reserved !or aen only 
and serves as a house o! inspiration. Eacsh hosue is owned by a 'big' 
u'.i• and there is usually only the one in each ~l!':J. age. When the 
druas beat, they beat for a reason be it an invitation to a feast, 
a aiDgsing or merely the passing o! a message. BecauRe ot the high 

raiJltall, 320• ia high, isn't it ?, water supply is no problea. 
All villages have access to one or more clean, fast !lowing and 

seemingly lcygenic rivers/creelcs/11aterways. Because of the partic11lerl.y 
1 

good road network, there are Be, rest houses in BZr3' villages. 
9 

~ 

ce 

Sport is not as popular- aa we would expect. & high 

rate of absenteeism at school/work limits the available nuaber of 
pai~icipants. Pollovi.Dg the Sa~ aar~et at J:onga, soccer i• 
pl~ at the '!r' school • .t.part froa this there is little else. 

61 application to the District Sport• !levelopaent Board for en her 

al1ocation could ... SDOther playing field bee•• realit7. At this 1 

thing u. beea !1eard. ~· Council Wei.tare 4ssiatant• a4 
n.ae, though, DO al wnaena activitie• - coold..Dg, 
encourage "° ell8 sport u they <. gener 

th 
~- re_., 8 .• village visits. 

8M sewing etc on •.,I.A. ~-
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SOCIAL contd. 

The Siwai i s a law respecting person who seems more 
intent on growing coacoa r i · f · · . ' a sing a Bllll.ly and mak1 ng aoney than 
raising a fracas. Apart f~om the usual land/women disputes there is 
only the odd assault or striking charge. and whatsmore most 
disputes are settled amicably in the villaCe rather than pres~nting 
them to the government. ~e Siwai men are prolific drinkers and 
attack the amber with abandom. Their only blemish is the parties 
which sell stubbies for 40c - 60c and the promoter makes a whack of 
a proCit. However this has greatly declined with the recent opening 
of a liqor store in the area, ie the granting of a liqor licence to 

an existing store. 

Mission influence extending frc:!l erman times has 
consolidated their influence in the area and most people are 
adherents. The people are split between the two larger mia~ions, 
Boman Catholic and United Church, while there are splinter groups 
belonging to the eventbJ Day A<lventist and ~aptist Churches. 
The former two, cater for pa&toral, medical 8.nd educational wants 
of the people. The latter are purely pastoral. Befer A.S. 11., H., 
for a more detailed treatment. A recent visitor to Siwai ha9 been 
a •Pastor John Pasterkamph1 from Rabaul who claims alliance with 
the South Seas Evangelical Mission. fte is allegedly a faith healer. 
But he had little success on his last visist and made a sho u stay 
onlj'.One of the m11DY red herrings that the indigeneeus face today I 

>. 

Whilst at Mokolino village and on census, during a 

village inspection I noticed a huge number of pigs cooped up in 

an enclosure so small that they could not turn around let alone 
sleep on the ground. Twenty eight there were ina space sufficient 

i f li
ttle fresh air of one pig only. They had been there 

allow ng or a 1 
, 

for two weeks withoul food or water, looked lean and staDk • 

h 
d died in thiA village a few week a be fora and 

Seems that a man a 1 

h d 
ttended his funer~. Tb.is was the deceased a 

many mourners a a ft,nna their visit. Aud. when the pigs were cut 
brothers way of repav~ 

O.e 
feast it was. But the poor pigs and thia 

and feasted upon, s 

iD 19?0• 
.1 teacher at the Kt'nga P. 'T' .a. who is a Siwai aDd 

~ pua and the Higblands 1 received a letter 
service in ·•a ... who haa seen Si ai and a p.w.D. cax'P~nter at llendi 

ft-' ..... a that hi• b"'•other, a w T" 

8 °"......., ·• irl from that area. Shocked out of hit• aiD4 
was about to ae.:r:r1 a g urt order prohibiting •&a•• 

··"'""t the \Jvuivalent o! a co he so~ and h• aost upset. 
& spoiliDS of. the races 

_..able Siwai, reasonably sophisticate4 
~e econoaicallY ~~ 

advanced as statistics make you believe. 
and yet not as sociall~ 

at 

• 
•• 
.g 

• 
D4 
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ECO Ol'UC. 

ierer page A s 1? H , 
economv of the ~ ai c • • t ., for a breakdown of the 

-., ~w ensus i · · A.P. '' A.P. 4 vision alee the appendices A •• 1, 
i.nforuiat· t• A.P. 5, A.P. B, BDd A.P. 9, tor additional 

ion o supplement the above. 

Ia atatistics show the Siwai overall is a ve~ 

sound e.rea financ..;iall 'lr d th · · an ere is no reason to consider wlq this 
no continue. ~ c:Olllplication vill a..~se state of affairs will t . .... 

when the nuaber o:t .st"J.denta leaving the area for further studies 
and later a career, leaves the available labor force in the area as 
below that r11tquired to aintain an exist j'Dg rate of agricult-ural 

output and promote an expaLSion. 

Tnere 'is no difficulty ~rienced in the paying of 
Council tax. Exem.ptiona 8.:t'e gran1;ed, but this i.nVariabl7 wh•re an 

individual has consiierable achc1ol fare.a/fees to PB.7• Ou fellow 
f'rOll He.ilJl18. village has three c.hilUren at Hutjellli. High Sebool at 

Bwta so he has I 120.00 in sc!lool fees plus air fi..re• for all 

:t-eturn at each school vacs.tion. "'lthough not yet up to estiaate • 
our tax collection ia proceeding well and I envisa8• that it will 
be OYer the eatia&te. A high !loati.Dg abs.Atee population working 

at the copper project accounts for this in part. 

!l.b.t emphasis l:>'Y the local Council in this field ha& 

been on ro'.l.dworlt of late. • spate of roadwork ai; th.e end of' the last 
fi.Dallcial year together •.dth that planned for the next aonth or so 

and when the bulldot:e:t· returns to the area fro!!! Buin haJI injected 
a sans• of part · cipation by the Council into the local ticoDOllY• 
~. Council is also currently engaged in the upgradillg of a --11 
M•sion airstrip at Town. Tb.is latterl7 to ~ t c., standard. ~· 
will facilitate all weather access to the ofttside world f'roa the 

oft aarooned Siwai. 

A group of' people f:iJlanciallY s ecure end with a 

ll()UDd ecoDOJlic bu• for continu:illg proaperit7. ~e hitch will coa• 
if the area, ialan4t countrJ' attaiA8 it• :iJldepeJldsnca prior to the 
popw.ace bei.Dg reaq. B7 the sound of' the ruabliu«• at the aeati.Dg 

of' tb.9 b
8
1act eo-itt.,e thi• aorlli.Dlh tbi11 will be tlMI caH. 

i.far rq 1-5-2 of 5.1.71 to .A..D.C• Baiao A ragul&r bac~, goo4 
~()llllUDicatiOD8t good educational faciliti••• a -tuali.fittd work force 

8114 tlMI faoilitiBS for a good livi.Jlg stllJld•rd - iaportad food, 
,tur'Jli.tur•t utall8il• aDd aodarll clot>dD8 - what al coul.d tlMlsa 

paopl• a..and at thi• atage. A rar crJ' frail tlMI s.o.L. of marq other 

paopl• in thi• yoUDS countrJ' we now 11:DOt1 u Pagjni. <>. ,..., ...,,,. 
tb.87 want to trJ' their ball4 at 1'QlU':ID8 thing8• Let 'IUI a~t baclt an4 
watchJi ill aiDtalt .. are now our•• '!he7 will than belong t<» tlMI 

16 cals th ... elves. Cr'1 wolf I 



/ S.R. 11. 

HISCELLANIDUS. / 

. ,, ¥eturning from the Council Chambers yederday 
o cL' ve the vehicle through two newly morning I .1. ound that I had t i 

erected gates open and 1 

84 

• c ose them and then find that my residence had 

new residents. Eighty four D.A.S . &. :F. cove all intent on being 
~ --o me ttle presents. Dung. And lo if they did not friendly and ., eav; na li 

wake me up nice and early this morni.Dg ae they shook my house as the 

::::: one o~ two scratched itself'. This at 0510. •• !fr A.D.C. Lang said 
s morning that one must have a sense or hwnour. We all have and in 

retrospect that i• the best policy. And. if the reader ia a little 
puzzled by all this - lets aet the record straight. It really i• ~· 

Konga ia a Baae Camp located on a small area o& 

land on part of a leaae which the lt>cals and D.A.S. & 'B • .;udntain is 
just. that , hd in this vexatioU8 situation, people being what they are, 

our p:::·esent landlord is loathe to fence our liltl.8 lot and m:lni•ise 

our fraternization with tho !our leggod saviour• of Sivai. Tb.is hall 

ru'vbed off t " all D.A.S. & P. staff' and ll8llY loca1 people in this 
highly prosperous and agricultura1ly orientated society. So auch so 
tha1 the local people are loathe to a1l ov other M•:lnistration 
departments to squat on this jdministration land, and vhat11111ore are 
loathe to allocate more land for an extension of ld•:lnistration 
facilities in the Sivai area. P.W.D., Trade end lndust17, Education, 
Police, and the m!lllY other essential. departments. It ia a ciam:pener. 

similarly the attitude of the liwai to mining 

activity and they with a fortune on their beach - ainera1 sands. hd no 
doubt other mineral• in their midst in this minera1ly rinh island. 

Their reluctance is hard to understand by one who kn.OV• of' the 
advantages, and manJ' Sivai'• must, having seen Fanguna shaping up • 

.Another tb.ing• The reluctance by the loca1 people 

to 'allow' DP i.IUligenes to trade in the area. ~· will be reaolved 
one way or another and I look torevard to r ad:ing the reasons given 
tor a rejection by the CounciJ 1 s licenci.ng collllllittee, if such is th~ 
ea••• Who aay& there is no discrim:iJlation. !he boot on the other foot. 

~e Sivai is an intereati.ng i.IUlividual and an ... n 

more intereatin6 group. I! very insular and seellingly narrow llinded 
he i• more the ha1'der to UI14oratand· '!'he Council Preaident aay!!I that 

1 
--" their 0ouncu1or• are not 1~ behiJld bia. 

he feel• the peop • ..,_ a _ 
/i 1

--" vh.O thi• aornine> no11:lnated naroh 19?1, only 

Thie in a countr1'. 8 
eu.w. the tiae tor a referend'llll• l'or vha'fi ?. I woll4er if 

six week• awe.:3 as 
the~ all lcnOW the 

/JaAuen/ 

iJIPlication& • 
'l!oo much, too soon tor too little. ? Siwai i.D/1971. 
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