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Report No.

Losuia 1-61/62

" 2-61/62

PATROL REPORTS MILNE BAY

DISTRICT 1961/62

LOSUIA

Conductedby:

L.Valaris and
G.P.W.Smith

G.P.W.Smith
G.P.W.Smith
G.P.W.Smith
L.Valaris

G.FT.V.Smith

Area Patrolled

Kuboma Census Division

South K. .wina

Kilivila Census Division
Kitava Cenlus Division
Kilivila Census Division

Kuboma Census Division
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The Aosistgwt Diefrict Officer,
Suv-visirict wffice,

LOL‘SU I,Al

LOSUIA PATROL NOU.1/61-62 = KUBOMA.,

Receipt is acknowledged with thanks of a report on
atove patrol forwarded under cover of your 67-1-1 of 16th
Qctober, which covers most points raised in the report.

The patrol was well conducted and the report makes
interesting reading. M» Valaris's observations have merit and
are indicative of an appreciation of some of the problems
associated with native adminiatration.

I dc not think Mr Swmith's opinions contained in para-
graphs 2 and 3 under the heading of Native Affaire are, or
should not be correct in respect of the divisions patrclled.

The facet that the pcpulation is closely domiciled to the station
and readily accessible by road transport thould provide for
frequent visits to .he villages detween tax patrols. In other
areas the opinion would be only too true. 1 presuwme that now
the department hus the sole use of a landrever the people will
he frequentliy visited.

I agree that continuity of service i most desiravle,
and every effort will be made to ensure your .eturn to Losuia
after leave.

Wh'_ st agreeing that the Tax Rate could be increased,
I suggest that in view of the possible introdust.on of Local
Government within the coming 12 months, no revision should be
sought ot this stage. I furthsr sugsest that Personal Tax
cuollection for 1962 should be delayed as lsf .~ as possible in the
year so that, if a Council is established by December 1962, the
tax can be collected by the Council.

I have always been reluctant to order improved housing
bacause of the 2lan system prevailing ana the shortage of materials.
Possible Coupeil activities may, over a period, bring about a
‘e _© in traditional ties and obligations, an. remove one of the
ceurrent hindrances to botter housing.

The steady increase in pooulation throughout the sub-
district is certain to increase the land problem already existi 3

‘45 North Liriwina, and obviously the %ime is not too distant wher

a compreheasive survey will nged %0 ne undertaken.

The maiter of the airetrip will be referred for advice
as tc slienation of the area involved.




2.

Your survey into Local Government potential should

include a detailed seection on t

the status of chiefs, and which el

acknowleiged as having jurisdic
for decisions,

C
ment,

he clan and kinsiip system,
an leadera curraatly are
tion in settling matters referred

~-aims for camping allowance are returned for pay-

(L.J. DOOLAN)
District Qfficer.

¢.c. The Director,

Department of Native Affairs,
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sub District Cffice,
'. ,v( “I:; 3
ilne Bay District.

16th QQtODeP, 1901,

mis Distriot Officer,

Distriet Office,
SAMARAI,

FATROL 1/61-62 = KUBOMA CENSUS DIVISION = G.P . SHITH

Attached please find copiles of Report on above Patrol together
with copy of Census figures for the lirector, Department of Public Healt

As staiv2d the prime object of the patrol was the collection of
1961 tax and this was accnmplished, after an initial slowness, and by
the time che patrol was completed there were no natives who had not paid

their tax.

In addition routine administration was carried out and it is
hoped that follew up patrols in February, 1962 will impress upon the
natives that the collection of tax is only a part of the work of native
Affairs field staff.

To overcome the feeling that Administration officers ure
"here today and gone tomorrow" I strongly concur Mr.Smith's remerks
regarding the long term posting of senior Native Affairs staff at Losuis
1 understand that this is now a matter of poliey, in all Sub Districts.

A recent re-afforestation scheme introduced by the Department
of Agriculture in planting out of teak eucalyptus trees at OBWELIA and
OMARAKANA will go towards supplying sultable building materials in the
firture, It 3g oxpected that this scheme will graduslly be extended to
cover tha whole of the Sub District, and in this way will help to over-
come the acute shortage of building materials and will improve the
standard of housing at a later date.

Mr. Smith's remarks regarding the ownership of land bear
investigating further and it may be necessary, in the near future, for
a full scale investigation to be made into land ownership in order that
an equitable distribution of laua may be made possible and that no one
peracn is the sole cwner of large tracts of land while the majority of
the people are suffering from a laadé shorivage.

If, as stated under the heading of Census Statistics, the rate
of population keeps increasing as it has done then it will be most
necessary to ensure that land holdings are distributed equitably amongs!
the whole of the people of the Sut Distrlct.

The health of the area is very gocd owling to fraquent visits
by the Medical Officer and it is hoped to overcome what misunderstandin
still remain in tne peoples' minds by the introduction in the near futw
of a Pealth and Environmental Hyglene programme by the Public Health
Department. This then should be a factor for the good in the peoples'
preseni attilude to the erection and use of village latrines.

In addition to the planting out of trees for building mat “ria
the Azriculture Department has also introduced pilot plots of nutmeg in
the hope that this may be exploited as a cash crop. It is also felt
that the obtaining of nuts from Baniara for planting out will inecrease
the numbers of trees which will be available both for food and cash e

purposes.




(2)

Also perhaps the Department of Agrieulture may be requested to investi
gate the feasibility of planting up of sago both as a food crop and a
supply of buillding materials.

Mr.Smith's figures for the income of the area are of interes
and show thav while a small amount of this sum is collected in taxatio
there is still a large amount available for use in any development
schemes which may be introduced wi‘h the eventual introduction of
local Government. Steps are in hand to inerease the local price for
native foods. -

As you are already aware Co-operative potential, especially
in the KAILEUNA area will be investigated in the near future and
preiiminary moves, in the first instance by the holding of ronthly
meetings with the chiefs to discuss Administr tiom policy and activity
in the Sub Disurict, are preparing the way fc.: eventual introduction
of Local Government Councils. I{ is hoped that a survey can be carried
vut in this area within the next few months.

I do rot feel that the chiefs will use the Councils as a
mseans of personal aggrandisment but this can be carefully watched tu
ensure that no such move 1s made.

It is the intention of the Department of Education to extend
and improve the facilities of the Primary T School at Losuia by intro-
due Standard 7 classes next year and also to increase the staff
both pean and native. This sihould tken go a long way towards
improving and extending the educational horizon of these peodle.

In this, his first patrol in the Sub Distriet Mr.3mith has
carried out a uoaé comprehensive patrol and his report is one of great
}ntorolt and shows his enthusiasm for his work. He is to be commended
or same.

Mr,Valaris, who accompanied the patrol, has also submitted
a report. His is mainly conceimed with the 2‘titude or the native
people to Administration officers in the particular field in which
they have dealings with the people.

In future reports he has beca requested to submit more detai
on the astu2l wverk and results of the patreol.

The delay in submitting the report is regretted but was
ocassioned by Mr.Smith having to proceed to Samara’ to sit for the
A.5,0.FP.,A., examinations.
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To TAILVA villi=~e by station
vehicle Tax, Census.
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Tayxy labourers at Romarn
atholic Mission GUSAWETA.
'o OSAISUIA village. Tax,
Cenaus.

Betuin to Station.
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To ZAPWAPU village by shatien
vehicle, Tax, Census.
teturn to Station.
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Ok JH.

Tc CUMILABABA village by
station vehicle. Tax,Census.
leturn to Station.

“ABUTUMA village by
Stafiou vehicle., lax, Census.
Returr to bfatlon.

Cbserved Lusuda.

To EOITAL
vehizcle,

and SIV;AGILA
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by foot for v111
ion wné rysur
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7.45 AM,
11.30 AM.
1«30 PM,
7.45 AM,

TUESDAY, 22ud August,

)

'g. WEDNESDAY, 23rd August,

1<.Noon
1.15 PM.

3 PM
b rm.
7030 AM-

THURSDAY, 24th August,

FRIDAY, 25th August, 6.30 AM

SATURDAY, 26th August, 8130 AM.
9.30 AM

| 10.30 AM

PM

STNDAY,
MONDAY,

27th August,
20th August,

|  TUFSDAY, 29th August,

To LOBUA village by s.ation vehicle,
Tax,Census Tobua and OILIESI villager,
To OILIESI viilage 15 min.walk soo
village ‘aspection and return LOBUA,
Return to Station.

To ILLAKA by station vehicle.
Census IALAKA village.
Return to Statioa.

Tax,

Return to IALA¥A for Census :

BUDUWAILAKA village and village ins-
pection,

To BUDUWAILAKA village 12.min.walk
for village inepection.

Return to station.

To LUIA village by station vehicle.
Tax, Census,

To KULUA village. iax, Census.
Return to staticn.

Preparation of equipment and raiions
for camping out.

Police, Interpreter and rations to
EaST SHORE by station vehicle.

Self and gear to EAST SHORE by
station vehicle.

To OKAIBOMA village 10 min.by foot.
Tax, Census. :

Return to Rest House.Census figures,
diserasion with Village Ofricials.

Overnight East Shore.

Early AM heavy rain.

To OKUPUKOPU, 20 min.by foot, for
village inspection.

Arrive ILALIMA rest house 15 min.
walk ex OXUPUKOPT,

Tax,Census, OKUPUKOPU village at
ILALIMA rest house due intermittent
rain.

Mr.Valaris CPC joins Patrol.
Census Figures.

Cwernight ILALIMA.

Observed ILALIMA.

Tex Census ILALIMA village.
Tax Census OSAPOLA village.
Tex Census KAITUVI village.

To OSAPOLA for villags inspection

7 min, walk.

To KAITUVI for village inspection.
2C min, walk ex OSAPOLA, and return
ILALIMA,

Inspection ILALIMA village.

Address to people of ILALIMA
OSAPOLA and KAITUVI at ILALIMA rest
House.

Discussion with ¥illage Officials.
Overnight ILALIMA. '

Depart ILALIMA for KWABULA.45 min.
walk.

Arrive KWABULA. Tax, Census and
village inspection.

k ‘.'
!
.
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This patrol was to the Kuboma Census Division
of the Kiriwina Sub-District which 1s comprised of the South-
Western and Southern sections of North Kiriwina. The area
involved is small but densely populated particularly in the
coastal section.

The prime objects of the patrol were the
collection of 1961 Tax and the revision of census. There had
been no patrol to follow up the last TaxfCensus patrol of
3 July/August 1960 so the function of checking on instructions
, from that patrol wmxm was also carried out.

As there is a gooda system of roads in the
Census Division and the distancer involved are relatively
small the majority of the patrol was made up of day @isits
by the station Land Rover returning to the station each
evening., Only the last 6 days were spent entirely in the

field,

Mr E.Valaris accompanied the patrol to
gain experience in the collection of Tax,censu:s and general

field work.

NATIVE AFFALRS.

N

Thé patrol was the first to the area since
the 1960 Tax/Census patrol no earlier follow-up one being
possible because of illnes3e: which plagued station staff in

the early part of this year.

T TR~

| | It is noted that,in the past 3 years,there
| Y . |/ nave been only 3 patrols tc this area and all 3 have been
Tax patrols. I feel this has ca- .4 a false impression of the

| || work of +he Department of Native affairs to be held by the
) / people. It is not a good thing that officers of the Department

which is supposeé to represent the irterests of the native
./ || people are seen among the people only wien the time comes
V to extract money. Patrols of general contact are much more

.
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WATIVE AFFAIRS (Cont,)

AR -apo—mmoh-meore =flective in promoting understandirg regarding
the works and aims of the Administration.

The adverse effect of tne lack of patrolling
was noticeablie in tl ) attitude of the people to previous
1pstruc§;qns. In many cases these were totally ignored ,no doubt
on the assumption that they would e forgotten about in the
passage of time. It was only a’ter action was taken in the early
part of the patrol against those who had failed to carry out
instructicns that the people were stimulated int action.

From what prevtous officers have written
1 was prepared for the meagre understanding o°® the airs of the
administration found on the patrol. It does seem,however,that
there has been some improvement due,probably,to the numbers who
Liave been away to outside work and returned. Even so,few had
ary idea of any logical reason for taxation and none could
understand the & 'why's' and 'wherefores' of census. Talks wme wékE
given in nearly all villages on tnese two subjects. Census,
particularly.seemed tc be better understood when explained in
terms relating to agriculture,health and education and employment.

I am certain th-t a large proportion of the
people still imagine the Governmen* to be a succession of officers,

~ each holding certain views,which mm they proceed to infliet on

the Kiriwina people. This view is quite uhderstandable as previous
policy was cne of non-interfererice with Xiriwina “eliefs and
customs so little was done t~ ;romote any type of political
development. These people are .» absorbad in their own culture
that the, » not bother trying to find out the reasons for the
Administr. .on but accept it a: a power which influences their
culture ,mosily for the better Im' sometimes for the worse. With
the greatly increased prce of sducation a broader outlook should
soon develope.

The language barrier presents a huge
obstacle to the work of this and other departments in this area and
all *he others of the sub-district. It is possible to order,
instruct,receive complaints and obtain bare facts through tne
use of an interpreter but unless an officer can speak directly
to the people accurate understanding of their method of
thought and traditional problems appears to me to be impossible.

ot

i

s i -




~ NATIVE AFFAIRS ont -)

Police Mbtu is not spoken in the Trobriand
Islands and although very simple English is vnderstood by a
good many it is not a suitable medium of communication,to date,
and many of the really important people cf the society spealk
only the Kiriwina language. In as strong a cultural area as this
av du Gtbiiacce cumu,ul seasc,the patrolling officer pe able to
talk the “anguage. I have found that ,through an Interpreter ,
I may get an answer to a question (the question is frecuently
J misunderstood) but when x the people are asked to put forward
X

-

their ideas or t> discuss a certain point there is no response.

: Speak one word of Kiriwina to them and they will talk all day.

r { E & I am sure that one Kiriwina speaking officer could gain more
insight into the people than 5 mammx others collectively. For this
reason I think K#fiwina should be a long-term station for all
except Cadets,until such time as English becomes better understood
by the locals,even though such a course may be detrimental to

au officers overall experienca.

{
? \ Complaints received on the patrol were
} mostly of a minor nature dealing with small deits incurred through
rental of garden land and tréditional systems of trade. Most
QB were easily settled some remaining to be followed up on later

s i

///‘VV VILLAGE OFFICIALS.
b

e \ There are 8 ¥illage Constables in this
' b) census division each responsible for three or four villages
except for Topurina of KAVATARIA who has the two populuous
villages of KAVATARIA and MULOSAIDA.

S Vn—

? % ¢ handicap as their influence with the people is limited by that
- of the chief or 'guyau'., This handicep has been lessened in most
| villages by appointing the chief to be a Village Couneillor.

: Considering this point the Village Constables do a fair job and
most are consientious. The new V.C. aprointed a ILALIMA by the
last patrol is doing a particularly good job and seems to have

a sound idea of the work of the Administration.

As mentioned abovesthe Village Councillors

The V.C's of Kiriwina work under a considerable

e o mp—p— s
o v o o ar 2 =
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‘EThese men &are of tremendcus help oa patrol in the settlement
4 | 4 wiSpu €3 1NVOlVing traditional matters and knowledge of land
/ | matters.

b
£
: YILLAGE OFFICIALS .Cont,)
’ .
are very of .a the chiefs of tr . village and,as such,have a large
degree of intiuence with the people. Unfortunately ,many have
! little id_a of their function and regard their medal merely us
; governmental 7 ‘'mnowledgement of their position - there are exceptions.

b 7 b, TICN.

The initial r»sponse to Taxation was vsry poor.
i # fhere ha. been no collection of Tax in 1959 so that last year

: pevtial exerpticns had to De given for 1960 and £1/10/- was
collected as the tux for two years. This year the people of the
first villages visited had made 1itile attempt to find their

Tax and were quite certain they could obtain jpar®isl exemptions
as long as they produced 5/- or 10/-. In this they ware mistaken
ar1 souu: 50 men from the €irst 6 villages were told tn~ present
therxselves to the Assistant Dist»ict Officer to face pirosecuticn.
No prosecution was made for non-payment of Tax as,faced witnu the
prospect of jail, nearly all soon produced the necessary.

After the first 1C da, 3 of tlLe patiol few i
3 defaultirs were encountered who did not have a reasonable
4 : | excuse, he tax rate of £1 for this census division is far
: from excessive and I believe the rate sould well be rnis~d as
' there are people in *“he Territory paying £2 whose income is no
higher. Only & littls ov.r 5% of the£7,000,which 1 estimate to
be the income of this area,goes in taxation.

—-__vv——.___._v—

T SR TS

| LAW AND JUSGTICE.

The incidence Ji aajor crime .u the divwision
. | e is very low. No cases iavolving ccvris méher than th2 Court of
Hative Matters were hought before the patrol. Some complaint-
¢manating from the petrol remain to be luld.

ral
The *¢ause of prosecutiion was failure to
build new »nuses aftar havivg r.2n orcersd to do so by a mazistratc.




HOUSING.

Much has been written by previous officers 4
regarding the poor standard of hor.iag in this area and others f gg
of the sub-district. From what I have heard much of the blame by
i ‘.aas fallen on(1.) the fact that the 'guyau' is supposed to have | o 2
p | a far superfor house to the other villagers and (2) sorcery. As : jﬁfb

i GeNer UL slsaidbes Nl lle.. ui Mol bl d navs Lvéa'& T e

The general housimg standard is,uundovbtedly, 4 .
very poor but rot uniformly so throuvghout the area, The caes ?'_
where housing 1s of a very poor standard are the coastal }‘
villages of KAVATARIA,MULOSAIDA,OIVEIOVA,TUKMAUKWA and TEIKVA, Y 1
@ It will be noted that these 2re large villages. With them the - |
main re&sons for the poor housing are:- 4

of nearly all houses in these villages ar: made of coconut

leaf which lasts only a very short time in tbis hot,vet

) climate. There 1s only an infinitesmal amcunt c¢f sago

or other duratle materials availablr to these vi'lages {

wnless they undertiake crushing payments to other villages. ol

With the increase in population and the shortage of materials ;.

} these payments are becomirg far too high for tre majority of i ;' 
' people, 1)

t

| _— i

t 1. The lack of suitable building materials. The walls and roofs 'y i ’
!

l

Q & 2. Land on Kiriwina is not communally owned asf%ther parts of the
) | ‘Territory and this applies also to the land on wulch the ‘
‘ village is built. As a viliage grows in size the rouse
blocks are sub-divided among the heirs. This sub-divislion
3oon reaches a stage where there 13 not encugh land to
} build a house of reasonable size. We then find the village 1
| | has many houses of dog kennei sizy jamwed close to each other. ;n;f*
r 3 If they were any bigge: aud not so c¢lose they would encroach
i on anothers land.

Bad housing is found also in the uewr
coastal villrges of the ncrthern part «f the census division.
‘he materials are of the same type ar the crastal oners
mentioned.

The next housing type is to be found




HOUSING (Cont,)

in the villages skirting the North Kiriwina swamp. These are
the North-Fastern villages and the first is WABUTUMA, Swamp
grasses cre used as the main building material and are far
superior to coconut. The houses are usually a little larger
and of quite neat appearance., Timber for the frames is more
plentiful “n this area tara the ones so far discussed.,

In the southern part of the division the
housing is of a fai. stendard as limited quaatities of sago
are available and timber is pléntiful by Kiriwina standards.
The housing in OKATBOMA village is of an excellent standard.

Houses ordered to he rebuilt numbe :d from
10 in some of the coastal viilages to an average of »ne or two
in the areas of better housing.

Instructions regarding housing from last
patrol were mmt a..ost ignored and R men were sentenced in
the Court for Native Matters on this count. These sentences
stimulated much building nctivity as was in evidence ir the
later villages of the patrol.

In contrast to the housing Yam houses
seem to claim ¢ ast available materials. The yam is so impcrtant
in the Kiriwin .ture that this is not illogiecal,

REST HOUSES AND BARRACKS.

There ar« only 3 rest houses and barracks
in the division. These are all the Southern part and are
J1ocated at OKAIBOMA,ILALIMA arn. .BULAKU, The first 2 were
‘?sttisfactory but at OBULAKU construction was only partly
completed. The OBULAKU people,as a whole ,are about the worst of
any on the isiand to have dealings with.

A new rest honse is currently being
constructed at IALAKA, It will serve to visit some 4 villages
all told. Trese villages are,generally,visited only by patrole
and there peing no rest house the time spent in each village
is toc short. A flying visit by Land Rover to collect Tax and
do census must creat¢ a poor imvression about our interest in the
pevple. This does not apply so much to villeges close to the station,
which arn frequently visited .1 general duties,




"/2ENSUS STATJSTICS.

The figures for this year show an increase
of 366 ir the Census Division. However much of this increase is

made up from the recording of approximately 100 new names and
the inclusion of the village KULUA which was formerly in the
KILIVILA census division., The present population is 4% 7.

The large number of uncensused people recorded
this time are nearly all people connected with the Methodist
Mission at OIABIA, A large number of people have been on the
Mission station for many years and have never attended village
census. This is the first attempt to put these paople in the village
registers. Besides these theres are the Mission teachers and their
families scattered throughyut the sub-district who have not been
recorded. Among these large groups of people were young men who
have been avoiding Tax because their names were not recorded.

The group of people shown absent at work inside
the district are mainly Methodist Mission teachers and their
families.

Also showing in the figures is the high
Birth rate and low Death rate due to greatly improved medical
service, The natural increase of 153 recorded in &lmost exactly
one year rapreseuts an annual rate of 4%, In & small and densely
poyulated area such as this the rats is dangerously high even
though i! nay not coniinue on quite so h*gh a level.

HOADS AND AIRSTRIP.

The Kubora census division is well serviced
with roads the main ones being the legacy of wartime ccecupation
by the Allies. These,naturally,have deterliorated from their
original state but are still anple to ovr requirements and
A vigorcus maintenance programmez,as far 235 funds will allow,
is halting further deterioration and improving them a little.

The big road from LOSUIA to EAST SYORE (nenr
OKAIBOMA village has been cut back to its original width aud
surface maintenance carrie” out. Work is soon to start doing
similer work on the LOSUIA to KAIBOLA road. Other small roads

e
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" BOADS AND AIRSTRIP (Copt,)

and vehicular tracks provide access to all villages of the
census division except KWABULA,0BULAKU and WAWELA which are the
southernmost villages. The porous limestone nature of the
island's surface make the roads firm and well drained in wot
weather so that they are rarely impassable.

A road circumventing OIVIECVA village was
odsred o Le cut »s the present road passes through the middle
of the village,close co the tightly packed houses,creating
danger to village children and livestock.

The airstrip on Kiriwina must be one of the
best out-station strips in the Territory. It was built and used
during ihe war as & heavy bokber strip and vetains still arat
excellent su:'face siitable for any likeliy requirements o this
sub-district for yea*s to come. The st :ip itself is 6,150 “vet
long and 200 ft w.de vith a smooth eoral smrfae sealed with
light tar.

This airstrip is at present the subje.:c
of a claim for payment by the original owners of the land wio
claim they have not been reimbursed for its alieltion. Farther
inquiries are being made into this matter as a large ares of lard
im involved which would necessitate the payment of a sum not
under £400 on presit land values on Kiriwina,

HEALTH AND SANITATION.

A Medical Orderly from the Losuia Hospital
accompanied the patrol on ‘he day trips and during the time
spent entirely in the field the medical orderly from the
OKUPUKOPU Aid Post carried out the medical inspectiohs.

In all villages health was of a h1igh
standard . Only 2 cases requirin; expert medical treatment jnot
previou. 'y seen hy the Medical Cfficer,had to be sent %o Lusuia,
The Meii. L Cfficer makes regular health inspections of nearly
ell villages in this area.

Th% only Aid Post in the division is at
OKUPUKOPU but no mor. are necessary as all villages are within

¥
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'HEALTE AND SANITATION, (Cont.)

3 hours walk of the Kiriwina Hospital or this Aid Pos§. The
results of this excellent medical attention can be seen in tae
low death rate.

The main cause of ill-health in the area
is Tubercolosis which aff’icts a large proportion of the
population. btrenuous errorcs are being made to concain tnis
disease by hospital treatment and domiciliary treatment. However,
this effort is handicapped by the ignorance of sanitation of the
populace andé the small) ill-ventilated houser of most villages,
The spread of this disease is tied to the housing problems of the
people and spitting in houses where light does not penetrate.
Difficulties are &) so encountered in trying to isolate from
villcge lire those people #ho have the disease in its contagious
form.

The people generally are not health consci:vs
and prefer to bulieve sorcery is the cause of internal disease.
Little trouble ig found in getting the people to sesk treatment
of condilions such as wounds which they can well see is inilicted
by some outside agent. However,the people are boccaing more
aware of the need to seek treatment for other {vves of ill-health
even if ttxt there is no realisation of disease as such;and the
main reason is ihat they believe that the doctor can thwart the
sorcerer,

The people arz ccmrletely igporant »f any
form of sanitation, In the past efforts have been made to get
the people to build latrines but no success was achieved. The
task has been made doubly difficult by the fact that poliecy
was nct to interfere with Kiriwina customs to any great extent
thus penal sanctions wers not invoked., However,it has now been
realised that the Kiriwina people will have to be pushed slong
with the rest of the peoples of the Terri’ .y as it is not
possible to keep them &> == anthropological curiosity. Instructions
uxmx were given in xXkx village. to built latrines either over
the sea or of the pit type,depending on position. Some vill)ages
fringing the Fortn Kiriwina swamp and in the ILALIMA area cannot
construcl latrines because of the presence of water close tou the
surface. Other sethods for the disposal of faeces were explained
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. HBEALTH AND SANITATION, (Cont.)

to the people. They vere advised that prosecution will follow
failure to comply with the instrvctions.

Another reason behind the failure to have
guccess in this line is the lack of understanding of the reasons
behind the pasnlag rol'lﬂ*suc' *Hixre s a1, g, 7
sorcery was not the m othor pooplo have said it was.

T have heard mothor rmon which T well believe could be truc
and if 1t is then onr sent progu-o may well prove ineffective
in certal; areas, This aiory vill be related under the heading

of Item: 4" Anthrmoligical Intezest,

The main garden srop fnr the year (TAITU -~ yam)
had been harvested just prior to the patrol., This year's hrrvest
was extremely good in all areas so fooc' was plentiful.,

This 1s a densely populated region and som.
villages are gettimg short of .garden land. The problen is not
great at present ss some villages have more than sufficient
and the less fortunate ones can rent land. Even so to ecope
with the present increase of population some additional 150
acres must be put under gardens ie. over 35 acres each year
under crops ard 3 times that in ruseive over a 4 year cyecls.
There is at preseat & food surplus but as that surplus
diminishes and ev~n now in some villages land squabbles will
beccme frequ~nt. The villages likely to suffer first are the
poastal villages close to the station MULOSAIDA ,KAVATARIA,
OIVIEOVA and TUKWAUKWAj; KAFWAPU and OSAISUIA just inland from
the station and OBULAKU a village on the coast in the Southern
part of ‘he division. The problem at presen: is rathor one of
inequi%table distribution of lamnd than insuf *icient.

The land problem is so ianortant here as
the yam is so bound up in the Firiwina culture that fo have
insufficient is utterly unthinkable to the average person.
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- AGRICULTURE AND LAND USE. Cont. | 9

. e
}y The yam is not only & food but an item of trade ard sorial ' 3
r prestige. It 1s a crop particularly well suited to this islands i ?‘5
and yields are in the vicinity of 3 tons per acr-.

The only commercial cash crop grown is

{;-A-J -~ ur

}l the cOconut., Tnere ure Uniy § /aosawged wich o Jolirits 27oris -

area. All the others rely on trees scattered around the village

sand planted along paths. Most of the trees are very old ana bear
poorly yet the total number must be fairly great as nearly ey !
| £5,000 per annun would be naid out for copra in this arez. |
The village people have been exhorted by other officers and myself \ : i
| @ to plant new trees but intersst is extremely low., It is true \ g |
that many villages do not have large tracts of land available but | 1
an appreciable number could still be planted along tracks,arovnd | - ;
villazes and in small plots. Unless many new trees are pla *ed 1 |
the income of the people will fall drastically in the next 10

years.

I think it would be worthwhile to investigate
the possibility of planting sago ir the large swamp ares. This ‘s
a very large area and,could the erop grow,it could give a trcn‘nduul
1ift to the standerd of housing. There is little doubt that the
people will soon have to have maximum utilisation of lané

'

There seem3 to be nc other cash ecrop

suitable for the area rs most involve the cultivation of garden ;
land that tew villages con afford and also the shallowne3s of the e
goil rules out perrenial tree crops other than the coconut. ﬁsﬁff#jd

4
{ "
i . . !
A3 g |
- 2
2! N
7

‘ The people here are reasonably well off

r‘ h . A as regards vash income taken on the present Teiritory average.

The diconcerting point is that there is little hope of raising ;i
the income to a great enough 2xtent to oulstrip the effects of H
rising population., This means that unless nev avenues of :
considerable income are found,which I doubt little can be
done to raise *he per capita income.

The income of thuse £35 4,000 people I
would place ai approximately £7,000 excluding incomes of
Government Servants etc. This would break up as follows:-
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0 ELO 2. cont.
te Sa8le Of COPrBececece.ssasvesessssabout £5,000 at 3¢/1b.

{
2, Sale of carvingsS.cecececcccssnsssqso.about £700. This item has é
been increasing rapidly in the pest few months and is é‘

currently averaging about £25-30 per veek.

3. Sale of Native FOOAS..e.cs-««00oabout £600,

5
L ]

_ MiscellaneouS.ocsecssscecsssossoss0mething over £ ,000. | §
? This item would include periodic supply of materials A
i and labour to projects of the Administration,Missions and i
¢ 9 traders,sale of certain foodstuffs to Eurcpeans and trade
wit station staff. Perhaps this item is underestimated, f :g' F
if auything,but item 1. may be perhaps up to £500 too B ]
high. ;E
Item (1) is not likely to increass s B
greatly in the near future. , ‘Ti{
y

; Item (2) has increased rapidly in the o
past few monthe but its <developmwent 1s limited. The income from | |
this source was once limited almost entirely to the village cf :
BOITALU but with the increased demand other villages have é
started to carve. The present increase in sales 1s due to ¥
the work of the Assistant Distriet Officer in obtaining orders } i

> L from cown areas and making sure articles were up to a reasonable 8
standard.

One of the traders makes irregular

; shipments to Port Moresby and the U.S.A. but the cash paid i

: cut is only about £125 per year. The display in Burne Philp - ‘
store in Port Moresby is of such low standard that few people . |

would stop even for a glance. The carvings are strewn upon a tabie 8 |

with not a drop of oil or polish to make them attractive and H

no notice of where they came from. It is small worder that

greater salesdid not develope from this source.

-t
N

However ythe demand for this kind of thing i
1s 1imiteé .ad I balieve an excellent job would be done if g
e the industry could earn a steady £2,000-2,500 per year. ‘

i i S S
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" ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT. Cont.

There are a few village ,such as KULUA,

, where the number of coconuts is sufficient only for food. These
villages are forced to rel; on the sale of Native Foods to

the Administration for their cash requirements. Approzimately
£975 was paid out in this sub-district fmr by the Administration
P 61 AP ot 78 A e B sy B g9lee va wuis oAl 1 es3timuce {Lae veopiw
of this census division would take some £600 so it is a sizeable

item of income and in a few cases the only large one.

The price paid,at present is 14/1b whieh is
only half the price paid in other parts of this sub-district. The
’i ® price has not altered for a long time and the people are now aware

that they are receiving less thah others. No amount of explaining
! the 'Law of Supply and Demand' will convince them they are not
being 'hard done by'. I think that a rise in price might be
desirable as am every few hundred pounds in the pocket would
4 be desirsble in the face of the impending intréduction of Local
¥4 Government Councils to the Trobriands.

| Jf S J Funds for G.S.T.A. in most departments

§ ~ ; would bear the strain of extra payment but the main consumer is

! €R N (P.H.D. vhich uses a tremendous quantity of Native Foods. Even so,
¥ { 1t would be wrong for this department to consider they ceould
0 get these foods at the present price indefinitely. I am quite

‘f‘ o (J ‘) sure also that a price of 2d/1b on the station and 14d or 1d/1b
‘ \j <1n the village would obviate the necessity ¢{ sending the P.H.D-
: g? truck to the villages,as is sometimes done,to purchase food.

It woculd seem desirable that the Co-
operative movement be extended to this area &n the near fvture.
Men of some villages are already making tentative enquiries.
The turn-over of local traders indicates that a healthy
Co-vperative could be established but it would need careful
and expert supervision. This resspssrkkxe Co-operative could
probably handle also the carving market as it would take up too
mueh time of the A.D.O. if it expands beyond its present ievel.

Little has so far been done to instil
any form of political understanding in the Kiriwina people. The
proposed introduct of L.G.C8s to the area should prove »
successful as the Kiriwina people are accustomed to obeying their
hereditary chief: in many matters and a Council conposed,initially,
of a high proportion of these chiefs would compel the support
and respect of the majority of the populace.

Ty
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~ POLITICAL DEVELUPMENT. Cont.

“rom my observance of the various chiefs
on phis patrol there ace 2 points which could impair the
success of the Council. These way be minimal dangers but they
may be points to whish vonsidrration could Ly given.

1. Some of the chie’u are v.d and traditionally minded. They

ARl St Ad@tY R VEE pRanT e Tesurzence of their
personal power ,which aas been slowly but surely waning.
Some of them resent the'. . ss of influenee and yno doubt
-+ould welcome a cl ance t¢ u.tore it, Should such Imxths
a thing happer. the graduation of a Council toc a stage

of greater derocracy,in the form of elected members,would

be very siow.

24 The chiefs may find i hard to be a~ all communally
minded. They tend to :gnore all outside their own
domain., There aie 7 classes of chief and there is

/ outstanding aloofness iLetween some of these classes
; especially between th PABALU class and the TORIWAGA
I \? class. There was previcusly quite a rivalry between
; MITAKATA of the TABA/LU and UWAILASI of the TORIWAGA.

53!

{ There was previously a traditional
<J ) grouping of villages on North Kiriwiaa into 4 areas. These
' areas were KUBOMA ,KILIVILA,LUBA and KULUPAA. The present KUBOMA
csnsus division contains all of the old KUBOMA ,part of KILIVILA
spd all LUBA and XULUPASA, 1t may be advisable in such a case
to choose the representatives keeping in mind these old divisions

been included in the XUBOMA census division when they claimed to
be KILIVILA people.

V
‘fi f as on patrol I noted around OKAIBOMA resentment that they had
3
¥y

There are no fresh-water surface streams

in the whole of the census division and a lot of villages are

{

W

6)6)'/ EERELXXKRE supply are contaminated by salt water except at

badly off in thils respect. The coastal villages derive their

J/ supply from fresh water springs which collect in rock pools
cloge to the water line. Some ot these such as the KAVATARIA

fairly low tide.

(‘\U \)}f ‘vy Some of the near inland villages such

‘_'.'..;.44<__L




""WATER SUPPLY, Cont.

KAPWAPU and OSAISUIA have no water close tc the village and

obtain their requirements at the OIVIEOVA spring which 1is
well over | mile away.

Where water is fouvnd close to the surface
{ e some Viilages aave dug smarl Wwelis. However,mos. villagcese <. ulie
} North-East sector obtain a lo: of their water vequirements from
: holes dug close to the swamp. As a rule,the vater from the wells
axm is used for drinking and tha® from near the swamp for washing.

In the southern part of the division where
3 there is a coral ridge water is obtained from small underground
streams which collect in coral basins. This is noticeable in the
OKAIBOMA and ILALIMA areas. OBULAKU,which is on the sea,obtains
its fresh water from s‘reams running out of the b~ach at low
water.

The whole of the census division is bacly
in need of a better water supply. In most inland areas water cal
be found close to the surface (within 6 or 8 feet) and I think
that smsk the most easily installed form of water supply would
be wells fitted with hand pumps. This appears to be a worthy

: project for a Local Government Council to undertake and could
be one of its first works.

EDUCATION.

‘ ¥ in recent years considerable advances have
. ffAK/ been made in education in the area. It appears that most children

are attending some kind of schcol.,

From figures supplied the Me’hodist Mission
is educating a little over §00 pu;ils,the Cutholic Mission 115
the Administration 62, Of these only 40 are of higher grade
"fthan standard 4 - 26 at the Administretion school and 14 at the
Catholic Mission.

Undoubtly the best ctandard ,. tnat of the

Administra‘io; school. The Cathelic Mission school also maintains
a fairly high standard and does not attempt to educate more than
the staff can handle.

The Methodist Mission at OIABIA has
J/
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in excess or ibO pupils and i: staffed by only one European
teacher assisted by native teacherc of low standard. After :
Standard % pupils from *his schoo’ are scnt to Saiamo for fusther ;
sehooling but I thlir% most of this training is given wilh the
view of them becoming Missicn teachers or workers.

The Me*nodist village schools arc of only
small wducalional value. Therc is generally a large number uf
puvydls (50-60) in different classcs taught in one room by only
one semi-educared teacher, The school st TUKWAU.'WA has 180
pupils tc 5.2 under the control of only 2 teachers. Mest
8 schoole confine themselves to teaching the chilren to read
and write the Xiriwina langiage snd some basic Arithmetie,

: It seems to me that better results wculd
: be obtuined by taking smaller numbers and giving better educationm.
P If rhat had been done years ago then there would be a far greater
' uumber of educated Kiriwinas then there are novw. This spreading
thin the resources cf the Mission to 2cvaer & large number is
of 1little practical value apart,perhaps,from the evangelist.c
angle,

Greater education is,pertaps,the mair hope
, of offsetting the population increase througl. men and women
® leaving for gcod jobs outsi.e the island. At,present,however,
even the educated ones show a marked reluctan.e to leave the
island and there are few Kiriwinas outside who do not intend
to retvrn one day.

1. The exact degree of influence of the so-callcd Paraucunt
chief of CMAFiKANA has been the subject of much discussion
rmong Burvpeans of official =aé unofficial status on Xiriwina.

L Sore officers have contended tmiik that kis influence was :
greatly exagerated and did not extend beyond 5 or 6 villages
around OMABAKANAN,. It does seem that this was a vast
underestimation and swweial incidente on this patrol

showed that his sphere of influence was extremely wide.




v |

9

*, ALEMS OF ANTHROPOLDGEGAL INTERGS™. Cont.
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~ 4T ther: was any o*her corrse they could take before asking

In the ILALINFA area a land dispute was
bought befcre the patrol. An uttempt had been made to settle
it locally befor: some of the chicfs but it appears that
they were divided. Not wishing to be involved in it except if
their own system could not bring about a settlement,I asked
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the Aaiinistrltion to arbitrate. Tney repLied wuaw wewy
would take the matter to the chiefs at OMARAKANA., This

wvas most surprising as this village im in the southern part
of the division and generally thought to have no connection
with OMARAKANA,

While visiting the village of SIVIGILA
I noticed a very large pig. I inquired by whom it was owned
and the chief of the villsge told ame it belonged to VANOI,
chiel{ of OMARAKANA, Wheu I asked waat the pig was doing in
that village I was told it was VANOI's present to cne of the
station steff and tuls man had the duty of fattening it
before handing it over.

The reason for Kiriwina ~pposition to- the building of Latrines
h:s never been clear. When I made nquiries on this subject

I received many wierd and wonderful acswers many of which
were obviously untrue. However 2 reasons which I have every
reason to believe were as follows:-

(a)e The people will not build latrines unless ordered to
do so by their ‘guyau', This order was not fortheoming
as some classes of chief,notably the TABALU and TORIWAGA,
recoil at the thought of their faeces mixing with that
of commoners. The full explanation is a little longer
than that but it all comes to the same thing. Therefore
if the chief will not be using the latrine he sces no
reason to order the people to do so.

I was assured no great obstacle would
be en Huntered in getting the peorle to use latrine:
over the sea where the refuse i~ carried away.
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LIGMS OF ANTHROPOLDGICAL INTEREST, Cont.
2. (). If this reason can be substantiated
then greater success may be attained by nrdering a

separate latrine to be built for the chief.

¢b). Some of the younger people seem to
be confused about the health talk whieh usual.iy

contains something of the substance that certain
diseases originate from ‘aeces., The reasoning of these
people is that it naturally follows that if a healthy
man uses the same latrine as a sick man he will catch
: ¢ that man's sickness. This reason was advanced in the
villages of KUDUKWAIKELA and BOITALU,

This method of thinking jould be
caused ordinary thinking processes of certain of the
village paople or the inadbility of an interpretex
to convey accurately the meaning of the talk into
the KIRIWINA language.

CONCLUSION.

This was my first patrol on Kiriwina
and my first solo peirol. The patrol was interesting at all
times and I received a far more accurate idea of the lives and
problems of the Ktriwina people than I had previousliy.

The people are pcrhaps apathetiec

{ towards chan, s towards advancewecnt but are extremely energetic
and hapr - withic their own social sphsre. One does not find
here the .ack of spirit so oftsn found in areas which have
bean under EBuropean influence for many years.

A

) There are many problems to be
solved regarding cultural and economic advancement of these

3 people but the job of iﬁl‘iﬁiltﬂﬂﬁﬂld always prove interesting.
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accompanies orders to build latrines. This talk usually




ISMINTYY N
b 4! )

CMALLALLEN 4

¥

DECGRT CI MEMBERS OF THE CONS TABULAKY .

Ne. Name. Bearing. {onduck.
3355 Sgt 2nd Clgcs

Kaume-0ireha Good Needs to t+ reminded of

i nis duties,

10070 Const./Bugler
ALva-wWehembo Good Kcen and cheerful worker,

C.P.W.Smith
Officer of R.P.N.G.C.
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INTRODUCTION;

As all aspects of this patrol have been
theroughly coverec by Mr. Smith's report, I will attempt
only t> reise points which are at variance with him, as well
as my ovn opinion.

FATLIVE A FAIRS:

e Being in charge of the patrol, Mr Smith
of necessi y 4ealt with the sericus aspect of taking to task
non-tax rayrr~ and other miscreants, Consequently, the people
tended qui.- noticeably to regard me with more cameraderie
and less defference and awe, thus emphasising, in my mind at
least, the real difference in attitude whens they are dealing
on the ohe hand with a tax and census collec“or, and on the
cther with an officer whoje function seems to be that of Jjust
baing there, talking and joking. I can well look forward to
the day when Native Affairs regarded by them simply as a
body solely for their welfare 1.ther than possessing the
multiplicity of tasks it mmust needs now perform.

After a lengthy and comprehensive talk
had been given on the objects of government, tax payment and
census taking, I repeatedly noticed that whereas they understood
and even Jjustifiud the payment of their pound or so, census
still puggled th.m, even though they have undergone it for many
years, Some exprassed ithe idea that Government was opposed to
thelr moving out of Kiriwina, and others the thougnt that we
were Jjust doing it to trace cthem easily when they had done
something wrong.The former was easily dispell~d when it was
pointed out to them that migrations in and out were in no way
frowvned upon, even though census collectors mighi show
exasparation when an unusually large number of them had to
be transferred and rewritien in the Book at any one time, The
latter though” i.e. the idea that we were Just keeping "tabs"
on them wasn't so siaple but eventually they uhderstood the
necessity for overall records of the whole Territcry being
kept for the 'big Government men' &t headquarters to know more
about them and t> help them,

Policy in this area until quite recently has
been one mainly of non-interference., Infiltration at all
levels by Gonernment is now being stepped up, and rightly so.
Chiefs and others have been under our inflnence since their
iniancy and because this is orly being pushed and therefore
felt to any apprzciable extent relatively lately, I often

attempted to gauge whether chiefs in particular in any serious
way resented this, Mostly I met with polite evasion /2
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evasion/

but T can safely say that some i11~-feeling does exist., It is
evident that I could not possitly hope to gain their complete
con’idence at this stage and extract wananimously honest replies,
yet I feel that this is an important question, particularly where
chiefs are concerned, Firstly, how soon can a Government body,
whether ours or theirs, expect to usurp all the hereditary
leadership; secondly, and more pressing, since the general
policy for local government in this area will be that of
bestowing leadership, in the earlier stages at least, to the
" g,y NP R g . e 10 0 Y -
repared to co-operatec with the Administration. Kiriwina being
unique wi“h its established system of chieftainship, synchro-

-nization at first and transition later will prove interesting
at the least,
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Now the question was often asked of them,
"Will you like it when the Administration goes, and you arz
dofnd everything for yourselves?" Here at least, a large number
voiced muppy anticipation at the thousht. When pressecd, it
emerged that they would like to see the Admin. go, but they had
no clues as to wnether them doing everything would be an
improvement or not., They frankiy admitted that "Government is
doing good things for us". Their main claim for dissatisfaction,
as expressed to me at least, was the tax and gaol side of Admin,
As I mentioned earlier, they urderstood and justified paying taxes
for their own good (but not to us apparentfy), they understood
going to gaol for not paying tax ( fashion bilong dim dim ), but
carinot see the logic behind being gaoled for their own good, which
appears to be a human rather than exclusively Kiriwina trait.
They would, uf course, rather be left alcne resstmr thah having
us loocking afiér their interests, although this general opinion
breaks down when yum T asked them why. It is to their credit
and ours that apart from the general feeling (normal with all
people ) of law and other such restrictions, they are aware of
the benefits they derive otherwise., Increased eduvation in
practical ( and abstract to an extent ) thirking will clarify
in their minds exactly what they like, dislike, and more important,
why. Since apprcwimatel; 60 years of contact has not done this,
and a further period under the seme conditions 1is not likely to
make an appreciable effect, expediting establishmen® of Local
Government must see an overzll improvement. Their economic
patential at this stage and in the Toreseeable future is not
hegqrtening from the L:cal Government point of view, but it i¢
plain that tr oy are fairly happy with their standard of living
and such cont:.."ent is the very opposite to incentive. A
combination of Local Government and Co-operativew should have
the required beosting effect. The high ceonceatration of population
and the profits derived from the local European traders indicates
that a2 Co-orzrative moveﬁgsg'would not be doomed from the start,
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The experiment at €o-operatives at Vakuta in the s =Y
Group of this Sub-district is not proving very succesful
due to lack of expert supervision as well as interest on
the natives' part, Since it has been proved time and time
again in the Territoiy that once succesful Cooperatives and
Local Government have been established, a defingte step
forward has been taken, both practically and theoretically,
maintaining interest in, and encouraging this combination
ehaRT® BR 37 T8 WAL UL iy pucticitarty dnstnds
Sub=District, On the assumption, undisputabhle I feel,

that a gracual natural inevitable improvement isf not to
be anticipated, the rapic introduction of both Cuoperatives

and Local Government is to be implored,

TALTH s

For the purpose of this patrol, the
heading of health ywns synonymous with housing and latrines,
Apart from thinking that a doctor knows more thag they. that
w2 can cure anything and that hospitals are good places tu g
to when one is too i1l to do anything else, little progress
in health education at the village level could be discovered.
A comprehensive program of health education would go far in
reducing the apathy to the building and using of latrines,
and to the standard and cleanliness of houses, because a
clean decrepid house co.ld be tolerated if needs be, but a
BOAXITAX beautifully constructed but filthy one is the main
danger, Although this is in the Medical Officer's department,
it 1s extremely anikely that he can spare the time to
undertake such a scheme, He in“crms me that apart from the
usual talks given by himself, other doctors and visiting
patrols, no recognised health education has taken place on this
Island, This is very evident, Sorcery reasons for not using
latrines should be igncred as on many an occasion it was
¢ronfided to me that " Sorcery one excuse we tell patrol officer".
They could have been trying tc humour me, of course. At any

ate, if no such scheme is soon introduced, we will have to
se the threat of punitive action for as long as we want them
to improve their standard of health, which is a deplorable
ompromises

Knowledge of the local language 1s,
uhd>ihtedly oge of the better methods of getting across to
them. A policy of allowing officers to remain for long
periods on the station should be applauded, for Kiriwina as

1 t ages of kiikrthelr own
well as other stations that have languag "
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rather thar one of the lingua francas, Since this may not be
practicat'in most cases, and we are forced tn rely on
interpre®rs, surely it is their standard that should be high,
Since interpreters are usually stationed in the same area for
many years they can be really useful to a patrolling officer.
Standard courses could be tought them at Distrioct level in
health and govermment ( as wel] as English ) and since it
must be realized that in their capacity ss the Governments
mov*hpieces they have a certain amount of influence, this
could pe p}fitably channeiled, providing a certain stamdara
s ey by tliem becoming aware of Administrations objectives,
rather than hoping that they'll pick it up over a period.

In that way they will be able to translate and get across the
eorrect interpretation of our talks, A courze ¢f that nature
would be more wractical than an attempt to raise their s“andard
of English to the high 1eve£ they would otherwise require to
give the most effective service,

Finally I woalld like to dispel a
common misconception of the Trobriands, Reade~s of Malinowski
are lead to believe that the moral stardard of the inhabitants
is lax to thc point of the ridiculous. I have not found this
to be so. True, their attitude to sex is not puritanical,
but to the interested observer who does not actually iive
in the native way of life, nothing unusual will be noticed,
and even were one to make enquiries, little would emerge to
Justify the impression held by peopls, . f the "torrid Trobes.

CONCLUSIONg
Where an assesment of natives' ideas

is required, the most effective way of achieving it is by
pPersons who the people 4o not immediately assdciate with the
more serious and unpleasant tasks of Qdministration. The art
ol preseiting oneself in such a friendly, det#ached and
non-committed 1ght will be an extremely boneficial and

sati~fyiang art to §huire.

s
//7'}%/
L. Valarfs

Cdt. Patrol Officer.
Losuia. Papua.
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24th November, 1961.

The District Officer,
lou;uiuv}llo District,
BOHANO.

These people pleaded for an ogzor%unity %0 run a
fociely some years ago. VAKUTA N/8 « was established
and the Patrol Uffieer points out that the production

tential is well in access of the actual amount preduced.

, achieved their objeet of having a Store and a

Registered Society, enthusiasm and icipation have waned
to az extent. In this they are unique as quite a few
such these activities as more of a prestige
itex that ¢ ore one ahead of the rest of the Trobriands,
and the real idea of produstion and economic devel is
nore or less iznored. The previous Registrar of ratives
has stated this very common regressicn and attrivutes it to
the native idea of terminal economicas.

2. Mx. Smith is correct in his assemption that the
VAKUTA venture is sailin icularly close tv the wind and
if the people dc not tbe{ nclined to work a bit harder and
bPecome more enthusiastie there iy little donbt Shat the
organisation will feil.

3, At the same time it must be realised that these peopls
have no real need to increase their income and umtil such

time as ‘neressed standards of living become desirable t¢ them
through education and acquired tastes now foreign to them,
production will remain at ito present low level.

“a The Registrar of Co-operatives thinks that the service.:
of alfull time Co-nperutive Officer in the Trobriands to
establisn at least two more societies seem to be indicated. There
i 1it3le incentive at present te produce at more than a
subsisvarce level.

Se I thirk the Patrol Officer may be a dit unfair to the
local inhabitapts when he suggests that they will do anything
providing they do not have to do aunything.

6. Moet rural groups in the Territory require an extira -
sceial organisation »nd this attitude I think is a result ol
tae former method of Direct Rule. Most of them are quite
bappy to work under supervision but communal life being what it
i4, & few of them wish to iwsur 7l pleasure by exrdoring their
fcilo’. into action. It seems that it ie all »ight for the
Government to assume this un—popular duty because it is hardly

ever welcomed auyhow.
(J%mu)
DIRECTOR.
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Department of Natiye Affairs,
SAMARAI...MILNE BAY DISTRICT.

26th Ocrtober, 1961,

LOSUIA PATROL NO, 2 - 61/62 SOUZH KIRIWINA,

Receipt is acknowledged with thanks of Mr Smith's
report of above patrol submitted under cover of your 67-1-1
of 16th October.

The patrol appears to have covered all aspects and
has been reported on clearly.

Other than to encourage greater individual effort
in copra production, I do not see how co-operative activities
can be better supervised by you, The posting of Mr Trezise to 4
Losuia next year should do a lot towards fostering activities. {
I agree that the SINAKETA area lends itself to co-nperative ¥

expansion, i B

I suggest you may consider buying the "shot" ! .
nuts as seed for planting in North Kiriwina. Whilst at Losuia, f |
I obtained many hundreds of these for the outlay of a few y
pounds of tobacco. 2 '

Regular trips to Vakuta to supervise clearing of :
coconut groves is the answer. |

(%

Under separate correspondence I have requested you
to carry out a 235 investigation of land required for education.

Claims for camping allowances are returned herewith

for paymeat,
4 |
(L.J. DOOLAN) -
District Officer. ,‘; i
; b ; .}
¢.¢. The Director, B
Department of Native :ffairs, 4§ -
_ = EKONEDOBU. ¥

Copy of report goes forward for your
infcrmat .on and recocsds.

~" - $ . *-///?~h>*

’,ﬁf«o‘f’;«- - uc_](,} ) 3t P
/“-— &d ‘—-‘.r‘_“ L ‘{7 { (La;’. DOOLAN)
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YERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM OF PATROL

Patrol No. 2/61 ~62 Subdistrict I.‘osuia Milne B&y

District

Officer Conducting Patrol G. .P’w +Smith,Cadet Patrol Officer.

Census Division Patrolled South Kiriwina

Objects of Parrol.. (1) Revision of Census (2) Collection of 1961 Tnx y
.............. (3) Routine Native Administretion, {

Date Patrol Commenced.. 5/9/61 Date Completed.. 12/9/61 . k&

’ Duration—days..... 8 da.ys

SUMMARY 0OF (CORRESPONDENCE ARISING rROM Pator

PPy ... A.D.0., - Losuia - Claim for Payment VAKUTA School Land - 26-2-1, i;
s §
! _A.D.0, - Losuia -~ Vakuta Native Soclety 18-2~1,
: !
| |

R A o
S

R S . N AT Ny -1 R
! 'y :
f -}.P 1 "
‘ ]
........................ A‘; "i::
3
i |
.................... "\’ R
¥
............... . ."\ A
B A i vereenins b
{8
!
............................. g
®
H .
................................... ', /1
P, trb)}li 7 q@ -er’s Signature ;&
FLY 5 | ¥
Gc#. \g"n h : J{ ¢
3 P > Bea . ¢
I certify that all necessurv local administiative action has been or is being taken on matters arising out fg
of this patrol and that the correspondence chove inuicated by a “t'ck " has been forwarded to the Head- i il
quarters, Department ot Native Atfairs, Pore Moresty. g
| District ()ﬂlL‘L'T. ] """
, i e
- Port Moresby : W, S ! jeb ol a ment Printet HI75/2.59
L




Tuesday, 5th Beptember -

2
o2

(@ RS 1 |

7
8
12

oV
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-
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«00

Fro -

Wednesday ,6th September- 8,00
8.5¢

.40
1C,.30

12,00

4,00

l).;

b 45
800
10,30

Thursday ,7th Se¢,tember-

11.45
2.15

Priday, & n September- 8,00
s £ PN

1.30

8.00
10.3¢C

Satur’2ay,9th Septsnber-

i 1 3.
.:'A‘ .-i(\'.v‘ Dlul—gz‘

AM
AM
PM
PM
PM
PM

AM

AM

AM

AM
PM

Point.
Depart on board M.V.'Pearl?,
Arrive GILi1BWA, Tax/Census.
Depart for VAKUTA.

Arrive VAKUTA,

Tax#Clensus OKINAT Village.
Overnight VAKUTA Rest House.

Depart Station for BOLX

To VAKUTA for Census - 15 Min.
To KAULAKA Village for irspection

while M= Valaris does Census -
20 Min. walk,

Inspect Administration School.

Inspect Co-operative store ani
recoxds.

Census/Tarx completed VAKUTA and

KAULAKA Villages, Address the
people o. the 3 Va'uta Island
illages. Complaints.

Back at Rest House futher
complaints and talks with
illage o rials.

Stand down. Cvernight Vakuta

-~

2s* House,

ve - rt VAKUTA aboard M.V.'Pearl’'.

Ar e SIVAKETA.

To KUMILABWAGA fo» Tax/Cersus -

45 in., walk,

T» KOPIUA for Tax/Census.

Back a't SINAKE™4 Rest House.
vernight SINALEYA,

o OKAIAULA for Tax,/Census =
55 Min. walk.

Tax,/Census LOIA Village,
Arrive baek at "Il \KETA
Census i ur2a et~,

Tax/Ca2nsus BWADELA Village.
St=nd down.Self 111,

y N1~

s . M p————

H——__—-J
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PA.ROL DIAR™

Sunday, 10th september -

Monday, itk September - 2,00 AM

[ .20 ™Y

2.00 PM

PM

Tuesday, 12th Seprember -~ 8.30 AM
10.00 AM

12,45 PM
2,45 PM

ﬁcm .

Observed at SINAKETA,

T . Census SINAKETA,

Telk to peopl of SINAKETA,
BWADELA = -~ )IA,
P e S I,

Village /rspection SINAKETA,
Talks with village officials,
census figures and patrol report.

Depart per M.V.'Pearl' for MUWO
Estate.

Ar-ive MUWO - Tax casual labour.
Settle 2 complaints by village
people agains’ MUWO labourers.
Depar. "'UWO for LOSUIA.

Arrive station., End of Patrol.

PO ANPGRS OEPNOPIOIENTETROEIOERNOROPRPNS NS




ANTRODUCTION,

Thie patrol to South Kiriwina was the
second during the current year following a pa‘rol by Mr R.G.Orwin
Assistant Distriet Officer,in January. The main objects of the
pa’rol were the collectiun of 1961 Tax and the revision of Ceasus.

1he area patroiled wss Lhe N4raOW Louvaerd
saction of South Kiriwina and Vakuta Island, This division 1is
not densely populated by Kiriwina stardards and consists,for the
most part,of 2 groups of villages;one group on Vakuta .sland and
the other around SINAKETA, This village grouping makes the patrcl
& short one as only 2 Rest Houses are required and no village
except GILIBWA,is over 1 hours walk from one of them, GILIBWA,

is a small village on the southern tip of Kiriwina Island and
was visited en route to Vakuta.

The Patrol was accompanied by Mr E.Valaris,
Cadet Patrol Officer,who did much of the Census work on the
patrol. It was the second time this officer has accompanied me
and he should now have a fair grasp of patrol procedure.

NATIVE AFFALES.

After the general apathy to instructions |
and Tax encountered,initially,on the KUBOMA patrol a pleasant smrypxiy |
surprise awalted this patrol tc Scuth Kiriwina..

General village affairs were in good
shape, A1l villages were clean,housing above expectations,tracks
cut and most instructions well carried out, Cutward arpearances
were certainly good and no difficulty was encountered in the
collection of Tax.

The people of this census division are
more sophisticated than those of the Northern part of the island.
Especikddy on Vakuta Island traditional aress has almost
dissppeared, At least,all . ad dresses,ramis and shorts for the
census. This sophisticatdon does not seem to be tied in with
greater income (their current income is less than Nth. Kiriwina)
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NATIVE AFFAIRS. Cont,

but the resuit of weaker traditional links in this part of the
sub-district, Class distinction dependant on traditional rank
acquired at birth is fast disappearing,education and material
possessions being now the main factors effecting a man's social
standing. The existing 'guyau' of Vakuta,who is very old,will

| e ' ,

: pdtecucin, e cue Lasty wu reign as such,accoraing to local
* opinion.
'

The same trend towards less traditional
cuiture in the forces governing native thought is evident
Wy also in the SINAKETS area,though to a lesser extent., I don't
BN think the 'guyau' system had ever the same force in this
e ¥ ‘area as in Nortr Kiriwina,
|

The younger educated men with more O !
: progressive ideas have a chance to exert influence on the = T
3 community. This is evident at VAKUTA in the apparent influence T
- of MARK-PILEMONI,a young man who has Standard 9 education and
has technical training. During the patrol he acted as spokesman E
for the people and came up with a host of ideas and projects %
of his own,some of which were quite sound. Horever,he does not
‘ have erough sway get to get the people cracking on his ideas but, %
\ because of his good English and knowledge of Eurcpean and Natiww
; ways ,does make a good intermediary. Just how long the enthusiasm
¥ of him and other educated yocung men will last after they have
t !! , returned to village life remains tc be seen. The bar tec progress
' in South Kiriwina is not sc much the caste system as pre-
occupation with KULA, VAKUTA and SINAKET&® are the 2 most KJLa
minded villages in the Trobriands.

The opportunity Jdoes exist for the
educated few to instil some drive into the people but it also
exists to install themsr.lves as 'spivs'.

| Native complaints were few and of minor

* nature, Most were settled simply by bringing the parties together.

| A few remain over tc be attended to on patrols to other Census RS .
i Divisions. Only one land Dispute was encountered,at KAULAKA,and %

|

it was settled without much trouble by getting the varties te [
agree to abide by the decision of some of the oid important men.
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LAW _AND JUSTICE.

No cases involving criminal prosecution
were bought before this patrol. Major crime is almost unknown

in this census division. No charges against Native Regulations
were lald by the patrcl.

e e in o

There are only 2 Village Constables in the
Areajon? at VAKUTA and the other at SINALITA.

The V.C. from VAXUTAL does not impress
favouratly in his position,my opinion being that the )eople are
& bit tco shrewéd for him, His counterpart at SINAKRTA is a venerable
old gentleman who~. years of service have taken their toll. He is
too aged to make long walking trips in execution of his duty and
will scon have tu be replaced by a younger man.

The Village Councillors in this area
are mostly keen and helpful. Vakuta has only the one Councillor,
WADISON ,who is extremely old. The village decided that they
would choose another to help him before next patrol. Numerous
local social obligstions seem to fadkl on ¥iliage Councillors
in this area so they are reluctant to be hasty in choosing one.

The two Rest Houses were satisfactory,
that at VAKUTA being the best I have seen. However,the Barracks
at VAKUTA were in poor condition having no front wall or
verandah. The people were told to have it in reasonable condition
by next patrol.

"IQUSING.

The housing in this area is far superior to
that of the¢ Vorthern part of Kiriwina mest houses,except those
of old people,being raised »t'f the ground and larger than those
of other areas.

] The main reason for the better housing is the
greater availability of goocd building materials., There is a far
greater area of virgin bush down this end of tme island and

,i ‘ sago is far more plentiful although still not sufficient.
vl
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Becau -
and the ot so clearly defined circular lay-out of some vil.ages
the houses are nct Jammed as close together as the North Kiriwina
houses. The houses are still poorly ventilated and I think
Sowe success may be attained in trying to get the people to
Ple Woaolde bt Lhiedi Sdodiwidde <5

On the patrol only 3 hcuses were condemned
and a similar ordered to be repaired. Most of thesc were at
SINAKETA village,

ZAXATION.

All eligible males were able to find their
£1 Tax., Some trouble could huve been expected as 3 years tax
has been collected this year. This shows the people are well
capable of sustaining a higher rate of tax. The people have
been exteemely lazy in the exploitation of theip copra
resources and a rise in tax may give greater impetus to
production.

BOADS.

There are no vehicukar roads in this part
of the Sub-District. Inter-village tracks were clean with no
fault to be found except in one case, This was the track frow
KAULAKA to GILIBWA which is not used for patrol purposes. It is
the longest of the inter-village tracks and shows that the
people will not clean roads of their own volition if they think
a patrolling officer will not care. The people of these 2 villages
were given 5 months to have the track in good order.

AGRICULTURE AND LAND USE. ,

This years TAITU harvest has resulted in
a large food reserve. The villages of this census division

have no land shortage and can afford to plant up areas with coconuts, r{ff

All villages of the census division emcept KUMILABWAGA which has
only 19 people,have plantation areas,

sise On VAKUTA th» village plantations are of
appreciablefand the island should be able to ship about 70 bags
of copra per month. The plantaions in the SINAKETA are of much

smaller area and bear poorlj but the people have only

T ¥

of the smaller sizes of most villages |

?

:
}




AGRTCULTURE AND LAND USE. Cont.

THEMEEKYEX themsa®ves to blame for their overgrown state which
is the main cause of the poor production. There is siill
plenty of land available for new planting without causing

any great sliortage of garden land.

The first thing noticeable about the
plobavdvavusgis & COGLu sldu thawywed  wa@ Gl vl VL Bdgabive & 50
which all but the one nearest VAKUTA had fallen. Even this
exception was by no means clean but it may have been possible
to £ind the fallen nuts. In others the trees were so surrounded
by undergrowth that nuts would be lost once they had fallen.
learly all nuts seen put aside for copra making were toegreen
as wucy had been picked from the trees to gvoid falling into
.16 uncergrowth,

. When arriving by boat at VAKUTA 1 was pleased
to see,from a distance,the number of new trees around OKINAI
villege. On closer inspection these were seen to be the products
of shot nuts around the bases of mature trees. There were
hundreds of this kind of new t=ce growing in clumps in the
plantation and no attumpt had been made to cut them out. Worse
still ,unused nuts should not be found lying £o close %o a

village in & Co-operative area.

1 spoke Luv people of all villages on the
necessity of keeping planiagions clean,the planting of new
treas,tho'cutting sut of trees growing in clumpes as & result of
fallen nuts and also warned them ageinst the production of
green copra. Green copra was most prevalent in the SINAKETA
area.

While I was at SINAKETA one plantation
was cleared. The people have been e..horted be Patrol Officers,
Co-operative Officers and Agricultural Officers,especially at
VAKUTA, about cleaning and replanting many times in the past.
As this patrol is a ehort one I would suggest that the next be
extended a few more days SO tha: the patrolling officer can
supervise the cleaning of some plantations and organise a definite
replanting scheme.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

On the island of VAKUTA the marketing of
copra and the re@#il store are handled by the Vakuta Native
Soclety. Th*s is the onliy such organization in the Trobriands
and has been in operation,about 2 years. Previous to that VAKUTA
Was & c~oora hwvine noint but was not regis‘ered as a society.

For most of this time the turnover must have been satisfactory

a2 the soelety is still solvent, However,.t must Le sailing

very close to the wind at present. This year both copra production
and store turn-over have drovped alarmingly.

The followirg figures show the drop for
7 monthe of 1961 as compared to the same period last year.

1960Q. 1961.
Copra shipped. 253 bags 163 bags
Price Paid. £633 £281
Stere Turnover. £1,1 £813,

Note that the difference in store turn-over
is £366 and that in the price paid for copra £352 ~ prretically
the same. The balance of the money taken in the store apart from
the money paid out for copra is approx. £550.

About £200 of this comes from society
robatos but the other £350 comeu from outside the Co-operative
L T ‘ubf.r"o The majority of this comes from around SINAKETA and KITAVA,
1WM‘! refore other people are making a big contribution towards
qh‘hiz:ping the society solvent, The lower amount paid for copra

‘Z_,‘ year but there is no reason for the big reduction in quantity.
p It i1s true that the people had spent nearly 2 months on KULA
8 ‘:;ﬁt this happens svery year about the game time,
‘M ‘/Wd Py, J Lo ’
el All villages have Hot-air driers and there
are also smoke @riers so there is no excuse for not being able to

s M produce 70 bags of copra per month which would give them a fair
19' income rut they seem very uninterested in exerti.,g themselves.
jLPJA This applies more particularly to VAKUTA than to the 2 smaller

ny * willages.

% process the ccpra. These people have the nuts to be able to
'
1




ECONOMIC DEVELOFMENT,

There is next to nothing on office files
regarding the operation of the society. I am sure there are
ways in which patrolling officers could assist the Co-operative
Section in fostering the society but nothing can be done
if this office knows nothing of what has been going on. In an
effort to overcome this I have put mv suggestions in mv memo
18-2-1 of 10th October,1961 to the Assistant District Officew.

The villages around SINAKETA all have
small plantation areas in addition to coconuts planted around
villages and along paths. A trade store operated by Mr R.Lumley
at present buys moat of this copra although I believe there 1is
an increasing terdency for the people to bring copra up to
KAITUVE for sale to Mr N.Butler. The amount of copra purchased
by Mr R.Iumley in this area for the first 7 months was 21,323 lbs
or a little over 3,000 1b/month, With the copra that is purchased
by Mr N.Butler I would estimate the presen’ copra ;oduction
as a little over 4,000 1b/month. There is littlevthat this
production could be innreased as,even allowing for poorer
production per tree, I don8t think that it would fall from
5,800 1b/month which was the average in 195% and no doubt well
below capacity.

With these figuvres in mind and the faet
JOh k% at the SINAKETA people spend at the VAKUTA store now,
¢ - consideration should be given to incorporating this area in a
g €€ «~ Native Socie!}EhIYAsgsfd boust the turn-over of this atagnating
o 7 Present socioty and the peojle are more akin to the VAKUTA people
/4_“-‘thaﬁ°the ones in the North of the Island., I believe Co-operatives
bedeliss Lo~ 8Te thinking of "bpanding on this island and the fact that there
i ssisintihyg g gtore already at SINAKETA with a plantation area of about

- *%‘t:: 18 acres attached (figures of production sbove did not include

% j~seffis plantation) should make it an extremely good centre.
A

boas- &
Hyhgﬁg.gt,_zi.
9 POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT.

I do believe that this area is capable
of better understanding of the aims and works of an instrument
such as 1 Local Gc¢ 'rnment Council than most parts of Northern
Kiriw:nu. These people may,even now,achieve success in electing
representatives by ballot as the influence of local chiefs
is not extremely strong.
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POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT. Cont,

Generally,the people are little more advanced
in political thought than other Kiriwinas but I believe that
they are capable of raster development in this respect. The same

talks were giwen on Census,Tax and genera' matters as on the
KUBOMA patrol earlier.

EDUCATION.

There are 223 children attending the %

gchools in the division. These schools are at LOYA.3INAKETA and
VAKUTA(2),

One of these is an Administration school and
the other 3 Methodist Mission schocls. The Administration school
at VAKUTA has 62 pupils uwp to S.5 taught by 2 native teachers
of fair ability.

The school is handicapped in having to
hold classes in a partly completed building witoat partions of
any kind to divide classes. The school has been about 8 months
building and the locals seem to have tired of the effort months
ago. There are only two walls so far and both these were put
up by the pupils. In view of this poor effort I think serious
eonsideration should be given before posting a European teacher
there as is proposed. European teachers are so badly needed that
I thirk tkey should be given to avreas where the people activly
support the Departm-~ . of Education nd are thus deserved,

If an Education officer 1s stationed at
VAKUTA there will have to be another class block erected as the
present building could not accomodate another class or take many
more pupils. While at VAKUTA I exhorted the people to get on
with the school building but now,a month later,I find not a thing
has been done. Why try to cram things into an apathetic people
when there are still many with nothing?

The Methodist Mission school at VAKUTA
has 66 pupils,all below S.1,with only one teacher. Lere and the
other 2 schools at SINAKETA and LOYA education is of a very low
standard. One finds in these schools young men of 17 years and
over in 8.1 which is completely ridiculpus.




HEALTH AND SANITATION.

Health on the patrol was found to be good
in all villages. There are 2 aid-pofts,one at KAULAKA and the other
at SINAKETA so all villages except GILIBWA are within 1 hours
walk of one of them. The orderly at SINAKETA,MODALEWA,keeps a
good Aid Post and seems very keen and competent. These 2 orderises
yam~ v % 2w ‘remaation in +heir rasvective areas.

Even though further removed from the
Native Hospital than a lot of others these people appear a little
wore health conscious and willing to take their ailments for
treatment, The Medical Officer je so tied down by his large
hospital that he does not get an opportunity to visit this area.
A Medical Assistant is badly necded to take some of the work
off his shoulders so people of the Southern part of Eiriwina and
the outer islands can receive regular medical visits.

No cases beyond those which could be trected
at the Aid Posts were found by the patrol inspections.

The people of this division are just as
ignorcnt of any form of sanitary arrangement as any others of the
island. The pecple of VAKUTA said that they had pbeen told before
to build latrines but had never bothered. When told this time to
build tl.em they said that they did not mind doing so as long
as the Government gave themzxmu crowbars and shov-1s, That just
gtout sums ur the attitude of the VAKUTA people. They will do
anything provided it does not take much work and everything 14
provided.

Coastal villages were told to build latrines
over the sea and inland ones to build = pit latrines. They were
given clearly to understand that disobedience to these snstructions
would not be tolerated. The same problems as confront the usage of
latrines in the North of Kiriwina should not prove as big an
obstacle here. The VAKUTA people refused to build latrines for
the Administration teachers and pupils but this was because of the
same laziness which has prevented them from completing the
school.

A

There is no fresh suriace water in the
divisicn. Tre village people receive their water from corraline
seepage pocls and from fresh water whieh streams out of the

beaches at low water.

— L AR T S
. s -y




SUPFLY, Cont,

The problem of a reason ble water supply
affects the whole island. It is important to hygiene and
personal cleanliness of the people that they hive a more
satisfactory supply than at present.

As recommended on the KUBCMA patrol &
sysvem ol welli: wivh hand pumps should provide ade wate
supplies. I do not favour installation of storage tanks as
I have fould on Kiriwina & compiete disregard fo:* the conservation
of station water and these tanks are an expensive ltew. Good
water is found at a shallow depth over most of the area.

CONCLUSION,

This patrol may achieve some usefu urpose
if +here is no hitch with plans for a follow-up patr-i. Th"
people of this area are like those of many ireas which consider
themselves a bit above the normal run and will do little ir
response to mere requests or appeals, However ,they are not
sophinticated enough to refuse to carry out supervised
instructions.

If the next patrol were to t-ke 2 weeks
5and the officer conduwting the patrol personally organised
gangs to clear plantations ané new ground for planting and
squads to work on the school and other projects I think a lot
would be accomplished. This cannot be done in most areas because
of the number of villages but I believe it can and should be
done here. Once the ball had been set rolling it would be
easier for officers coming afterwards to keep things going,

=,

b
!




APPENDIX "A",

Congt.5th year

Tavarl - Xaimai Gocd. A reliable constable.

Const,.5th year

5 0% = Siwd Good. Keen and depends ‘le.

grapsrnan
L. _.maoo.-loaocooa

G.P.W.Smith
Officer of the R.t.N.G.C.




TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT

. of MILNE
Diistrict of.. S0
G }: '11 4‘}1']7"1{ A Ll\Tl’{C)L L;\ ,v‘.-E . 1
Patrol Conducted by..........° " *" s

—p—_
} C

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans. ... .ot
}'Iu ,",,M{AJ L{-.A‘ L RN U‘I"C'Q
5 1 ITERPRETER CGR.2

Natives........... H"“‘d:‘ ER Gec

Duration—From.17../30../19.61 t0..6 11./1961

Number of Days

Foad o S

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ... KO
™
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services..... 10., 19 6‘%

}\lk’kil 'll \))‘/‘ (‘;\ me Vi J*} ("-é)o--' ‘“a-ue I'CC(:lVGd
Ce : Pl yon s ~
V.j.bl l.o slince Dy l h{_‘g H o - )

Map Reference...... .

Objects of Patrol.. (1) Collection of 1961 Tax

|

(3) Routine General Administration,

st -

Director of Native Affairs,
PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

—
g
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J I\ .
J

AT
“Districe Commissioner

Amount Paid tor War Damage Compensation
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund
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The Motrict Offieer,
Wiine zay Metrict,

SLEARM
2 ¥ F

Thank you for the above weport Jorwarded itk
your' 6T=l=2 commentre.

Nr, Suith hao cace agnin nented a wall wditten
ruports I was interested peaprti %0 read his assess-
nent of the varicus ansabers of the VIRAN hicraroly.
All im all, %he dllsgte seeus tc be Lecowing wmore and more
favouralle o the iLgtroduction of local govermment and I
ntnm“w -Mh!r. ern%n'umn-f‘h'nm

2 lettar realise you
‘-':3"" Jﬁdumwm.
bt ummne mm that fellowiung My, Orwin®s returm

frou lears, you malke srrangements for a Council survey %o
be done,

it was fortunczte Mr. Szith wae alle %o nip the
WAIBAL vcheme in the ud, The daye of unceonomde "Sorlin
alriifts® have not yei axrwived here,

With 2 Landrover mow on departmental allooatio
m.:‘:,’m ol wvillage vimitation and supervieion :fmnld
Po Qs

The most lesming need axd fron thdie pasrol
a,um %o be the need for an Ap'lml Ofcicer %0 %O

%o EIRIVINA., You could adviee me whnt suecesas has
?:uorﬁ wed your reprasentations to the IMastries Agriocultural
1\ cer,

My, Sadth is %0 de comaended for this mepert. I
% he in enjoying his sojourn as 0f71icor-in-Chowge,
Ao

y \\ |\ ﬂ
. E. :icﬂurthy).
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(fl 13th Decembe.', 1961,
The Ass\stant District Officer,

Supb=Divsrici Office,
LOSUIA,

i - Department of Native Affairs,
4 ( \ SAMARAI. . . MILVE BAY DISTRICT.
Yo

1€

fosnvel

LOSUIA PATROL Bo. 3 of 1961/1962 - KILIVILA.

Thank you for the report on this patrel; conducted by
Mr G.F.¥W, Smith, and your cevering meme 67-1-1 of 22nd Nevember.

It is pleasing te knew that the peorle are displaying
& measura of enthusiasm tewards khe idea of economic¢ develomeat.
Land shortage will make it imperative that any greund given %e
cash crops will be put to the best possible use with a viow to
the future. The report has been brought to the notice of Regienal
Agricultural Officer with the request that he do anything “e
poesibly can in the way eof advics, practical assistance and 3w'vey,
particularly the poasipility of fiuding some use for swamp lan!
and the advisability of rice as a c¢rop in this area.

The committees shouvld be valuable in future lecal govirm-
ment if given preper idarce in the early stages. They could well
begin by assuring tha%uexisting cocornut groves are properly maintain-
ed to give maximum yroduction.

Relevent sections of the report have veen given Mr Graham,
isCo-operativo Officer, and he will write to you. I de¢ not eavisage
.| the taking ever of Lumley's trading establishment as ar answor e
i\ any problem, frem th» li%tle I know of it, L don't think it weulid
ibe & souad venture as the basis of a Co-operative Seciety, mereover,
Yeavy initi.l capital expenditure in an area of such i1imited finane~
ial end econoic poteutial could preve too much of a burden ea the
people involved.

I regret the present staff position indicates that ne Ce-~
operative Officer will be availuble to sur-ey the area until the latter
part of 1963.

Qensus ard tax collection appear to huve been gquite success-
ful. The natural increase in an already land-hungry pepulation may
Y necessitate come early enquiry into presperts of re-settlement and
the cttitude of the people to such a possibility.

I agree that follew-up visits are essential, and sug;est
that informal day visits by vehicle, wherever possible, would help
contact frem all angles, and go a long way teo convince the peonple
that the administration is interested in things other than tax and
census,

Comments on education have been brought to the notice of
the Distriet Educ ion Officer.

Mr Smith has condueted a very goed patrol and the report
is informative and well presented.

Camping claim is returned herewith for payment, please.

(W.w. CRELLIN)
a/Distri S Officer.

. - ¢ o
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67 -1 -1
Sub District Office,

LOSUIA E

22rd November, 1961 .
The District Officer,
District Office,
ﬁ ! u A B A I.

ZATROL OFFJCER
Attached please find copies of Report on above patrol.

cnc{y of Census Figures for Directer, t of Publie
Health and Claim for Camping Allowance are al=- attached.

Mr.Smith has sutmitted much valuable information in regards
to the Chiefs in the area, their status and spheres of influsnce and
this materiai will be inecorperated in the detailed report beimg
submitted on the survey te cove. the possibility of introduecing Leeal
Government Couneils in the Swub District.

WATBADI bas been of muel. valuo in passing onte the people
his I.-i:::sm and Government attitudes and, apart from his misplaced

enthus rogarding the collection of munay has bean of great
assistance,

The committees on whieh Mr.S»ith reports are being emcouraged
to eare for the sconomic trees in each village and to ensure full use
is nale of same to obtain the maximun ecash retura at presemnt.

The majorily of tax defaulters have mow paid cheir tax aid
the patrel can now be regarl)d as having been successful in this
respect.

Aga_n land, availability appears to bo a major probleam imn
the tg:oatcr part of the Census Division and will r close study
in near futtre.

Although Mr.Smit’ 's report does not give an encouraginag
picture ir the economie field I feel that with the introduction of
another cash crop sueh as rice in this areas where it has beem
previcusly grown, the planting up of seed muts along village tracks
anltheuinrod,tomucntt down on availa arable land, and
a more intrasive usage of existing palms ecould go a long way to over-
coming the present shortage of cash erops.

w nowever it 18:?:“ czlidont tba: ;m d::.t:ih‘ Apicul::nl
survey an Ruropean cer eonjunc a Co-operative
Officer is an urgeat need to ensue that all avemmes are explored in
the cash crop field before ang firm moves are made with regards to
Iaeal Govermment or Co-operative astiviilas.

No doubt Mr.Smith's remarks om possible Local Govermment
activities in the economi. field will bear further comment and
investigation.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS.

MEMORANDUM OF PATROL

Patrol N\”‘ e Subdistrict MGRE. . Districc. AR ~
Officer Conducting Patml..‘.’.'m Officer Gmel.

Date Patrol (fnmmenccm.“
huratiun—da‘,’s."A.N TR i e MR o T

SUMMARY 0F CORRESPONDENCE ARISING FRGM PATROL

'3
¥
A
X

‘.P.'.w Parrolling Officer’s Signature.
I certify that all necesst -y local administrative action has been or is being taken on matters arising cut

of this patrol and that the correspondence above indicated by a “tick " has been torwarded to the Head-
quarters, Department of Native Affairs, Port Moresby. :

——

V. £

/5 \\’
1.(,," REraasethesoois .
L ’i)tsrr.;t Officer.
L @




VELli e bl Y -S04 .

Mr.G.P.W . Smith,

rasrel Uiiicer,

SATROL - KILIVILA CENSUS DIVISION

Please make arrangements .o depart on patrol to the
KILIVILA Cemsus Division en Tuesday 17th October, 196i.

It is anticipated that patrol will be of 3 wveeks duratiom
and Patrol persoruel will consist of 3 members of RPNGC and 1 Inter-
preter. Please draw rations ete fer party accordingly.

of the patrol is for the collection of 1961 Tax,
revision of Census, routine native Administration checking of
health and village eonﬂitions and matters already discussed.

Mlease consult tane Matters for Attentiom on Patrol file
and, if required, Araw Patrol Advance to cober any exgenczies.

Ensure that instructions issued during the 1960 patrol have
been effected and if any matters arise needing Court attemtiom
forvard <1l parties to this office for aetion.

Best wishes for a good patyal.

—

(R.Orwin,)
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Tuesday,

17th October

Wednesday,18th Oetober

Thursday, 19th October

Friday,

20th October

Saturday, 21st October

Sunday ,

Monday ,

22nd Octover

23ro October

7.45 AM

9,00 AM

10.45 AM
1.00 PM

PM

2.5 AM

8.00 AM

11.15 AM

1.45 PM
PM

7.15 AM

10.25 AM
2,30 PM

7425 AM

10,15 AM
12,00 N
PM

7:.10 Al

10.40 AM

PM

8.30 AM
9.15 AM
11,30 AM
1.10 PM
PM

oy e )

Depart station for KAIDOLA,

Tax/Census KAIBOLA,
To LUWEBILA - 5 min.

Return to Rest House ~15 min

Census iigures,plantation
inspection.

Inspect Administration
school KAIBCLA.

To IDALEKA,.Tax/Census.heavy

rain until 11.15 AM
To KAFWANI - 20 min.
Tax/Census.

Return to Rest House.
Census figures.

To LABAI - 35 min. Tux/
Census.

To MWATAWA = 15 min. Tax/
Census.

To (UBOADA - 35 min.

To BWAITAVAYA - 20 min.
Tax ,8ensus.

To KAUT,JKWAU =~ 10 min.
Tax/Census.

Return to TUBOADA.
Census flgures and talks
with village people.

T.x/Census TUBO/DA.
Patrol to MUTAWA,Self to
OMARAKANA - 55 min.
Station.

Observed Losuia,

To MUTAWA per Lanarover,
Tax/Census MUTAWA,

To IUWADA, Tax/Census.
Retur- MUTAWA = 25 min.

Village inspection MUTAWA,

Talk t2 people,coconut
census,

LA

e e,
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Tuecday, <24th October

Wednesday ,25th October

Thursday, 26th October

Friday, 27th Cctober

Saturday, 28th Cctober

Sunday, 29%h October

Monday , 30th Octobver

7.15

11.00 Al

m T TITT

To LII - 40 min. Tax/
Census LILUTA ,WASAPOLA,

Inspect LILUTA Catholic

Mission school.

Return MU.AWA,

Census Figures,Coconut Census.

To KAIMWAMWALA - 12 min.
Tax/Census.,

To KUDOKABIIIA - 5 min.
Tax/census.

To DIAGILA - 5 min.Tax/Census.
To OMARAKANA -~ 40 min,

Census Figures.

To TILAKAIWA,Tax/Census.

To IOULAQTU - “min.Tax/Censuse.
Tc WAKAILUVA with M.0. -
Tax/Census.

Return OMARAKANA - Overnight.

Tax/Census OMARAKANA,

Return !ir Watson's house,
laspection. of road works,
Coconut censusj,census figures.

To KADULULA - 19 min.Tax/
Censuse.
.(E‘ LLU.'H ( it‘\K;{I\Ao

Statione.
Observed Losuia.

To OMARAKANA,

Inspection of schools, Admin
OMARAKANA jCathelic Mission-
ICULACTU and M.0.M.-OMARAKANA,
To KWAIBWAGA - 15 min.Tax/
Census.

To WAKAISA - 20 min,Tax/Census.
To KABWAKU = 15 min.

Census Figures,coconut census.




Tuesday, 31st October

Wednesday, 1st November

Thursday, 2nd lovember

Friday, 3rd llovember

Saturday, ¥th November
Sunday , 5th lovember

Monday, ©6th November

14_.!*

730
..]4 _P.f_
12,40

3410

)'+‘.1(.., o

7,30 AM
~» 4 E

Tax/Census KABWAKU,.
To OKAIBOBWA - 19 min.Tax/Census.
'o OBWELIA - 20 mi

Tax/Census - OB/ ELIA,

akda "1.
Stand down.Census figures.

OBWELIA village inspection~ta.k.
g‘ $ 2 e - ', .\ ™ ~
OBOWADA - 20 min.Tax/Census.
Kaulag: - 25 min,Ta" /Census,
Depart KAULAGU for OBWELTA

Rest Iliouse.

To CKAIKCDA - 10 min.Tax/Cersus.

Inspect Catholic Mission school.
To OMARAIANA ,TUEOADA and KAIBOLA
5 to talk with village

zge
officials.

vii’a

To KULUVITU - 1% hrs.

To WATAKIKI - 10 min.Tax/Census.
To GILIGALI - 5 min.Tax/Census.
To T IBUTUMA - 20 min.Tax/census.
Return to KULUVITU.

Census figures,coconut census.

Tax/Census XULUVITU,
- A WA

- o'y
10 LALAKA

Statiorn.

Observed.

By Land Rover to MOLIGILAGI.
To IALUMUGWA - 15 min. Rain.
Tax/Censuse.

Return to Station.

‘..‘.l...l.l.’.o.030‘!.-.....0..
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INTRODU«;“I‘IQNl

had as %
.:i.-;.-.i.d‘n La:
part of North Kiriwina island and

oU square miles and a popul
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This area is
Kiriwina tradition

influentiel of the
been very little ch
Administration has been

and culture as
Kiriwina chiefs

people are very eager for
fleld.

arduous villages being rarely
the people are extremel

more

Trying to gain an insight into )
a very interesting one,

NATIVE AFFAIRS,

the spheres of inf3
more control

uence of several

than the Administration has
these are:-

. 1. YANOI of OMARAKANA

e took over
OMARAKANA after the death of his unc
His rank is TABALU which means he is
The¥e are many TABALU chiefs but
traditjonally-the highest because of
which his influence extends
these chiefs hag

the

the secrets of the

This ratpol to
s main objects the collect ‘on
vehsUse lne areua patrolled

of

ange in the peoples
here but thie ratro;

advancenent espceially in the

As the ares is smal

This Census division is divi

over tne thought and wvay of life

ever exerted. The

le MITAF

and because ,a1

most

the

KILIVILA Census Division
of 1961 head tax and the
consistes of the Nerthern
has a land area of approximately
close to 4,000 people,
more or less the home of

it has the highest and most

« Ir some areas there has
way of life since the
Saw signs thal the

economic

11 patrollins- is not
) . o

than 15 minutes walk apart

Y friendly and Pleasant to deal with,
heir customs made the patrol

able into
important chiefs who have

V1is

of the people
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here are a good number i othe *hief:

o

the area of other ranks such as KWATNAMA -

[ =4

DAVA - 6th rank but these chiefs are generally subsidiary to

hoge mentioned above and may be the chiefs of villages cver which

~

Atha~ hreyas 4Py ~n

The degree of influence the chiefs have
lot of factors but wealth in the form of land,
very important, These are most important because

r of chiefs relies on the les fear of sorcery

not wealthy he cannot pay the sorcerers to

in check., If he has wealth he uelliy does not have

4

services as the threat is

As can be seen it is ry hard t~ exert
influenes o h ple without regard to the position of the
chiefs., It i ore important to convince chief of sumething you
want to

a.. this the KI
are very anxious for economic advances in the form of
and all the chiefs are giving whole hearted support.

Recently WAIBADI of OMARAKANA has
returned after having been an observer at the Tegislative Council.
He was given the job of holding meetings on Kiriwina to tell the
people ab 1t his trip and givem the people some idea of the workings
of the Government. However,he got things a bit mixed up and went
beyoné his commission. I heard while on patrel that committees
were being formed in all the areas he had been whose function was
to collect money.

WAIBADI had told the people that he
had spoken to people from MIFEO in Port Moresby and they had teld
him they sent native foods by air to Fort Moresby., WAIBADI had told
the people that they could also do it and make a lot of morey,of
course ,forgetting that airfreight was a lot heavier, With this
scheme and the mention by WAITAD]I of co-operatives everybody wae
very keen. Special men were appointed to gather money but luckily

T +

had not started before ame to hear of it.

notified the Assi

opred from getti
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NATIVE AFFAIRS (Cont,

il

but thought we might be able to make use of the committees formed
to look after economic crops and organise new plantinr

Accordingly I went around holding weetings of the important men
at OMARAKANA ,TUBCADA and KAIBOLA explaining that we did not *hink
it a good 1dea for them to start collecting money of their own
auvuauw @8 They did noct know exactly what they would do with it.
They vere tclc the best thing they could do to guarant e the
success of Co-Operatives when they did come wes to clear their
plantations,plant new ruts and get corra making on an organised
basis. These jobs could be crganisec by their committées.

Most seeined to agree with me especially
vhen it was pecinted out that they had no guarantee that tkxim
their money would be spent in a profitable way to them and elso
if they fell out with one another then the whole scheme would
be in a mess. The young men at OMARAKANA were most upset claiming
that the Admingstration was trying to hold back their advancement.
The view was taken by VANCI that as OMARAYANA was the highest
ranking village on the island it was up to them to start things
going. Both VANCUI and WATBADI seemed finally to agree that
it may be a bit premature to start collecting money and that it
would be better organised by a properiy trained officer.

The remarkable thing about it all was
that WAIBADYT gct the support of all the chiefs, RAEBARE MWAIYOYU
at first refusaé refused to let WAIPADT in his area but when
he found out what it was all about became a supporter, It is
indeed a hopeful sign for Local Government that they can all
co-operate in such matters,

There is one thing that is certain

that 1is trat the people will be mcst disillusioned if they

do not get some form of co-operatives at a very early date.

more conscious of theid

to take :ome intercust

VI];L‘I“.”’ ) V”‘_:: ,‘- Al\in.‘:.

lage Conctables in the
undoubtégly the best and

keenest of Lhese. e 1 12 red in his work by the presence

-

Census Division, The




chief in the area although MITAKATA had some influence
area while he was alive o oy no means tight control.
impresses with his desire to do the right thing is the

man fromr KI
MWAIYOYU of KABWAXU as mentioned before is a
strong character who is far from an ideal type for the job but
we have to make the best of it for any other man there wculd bu
te in

N d - s .
qia e L€l 1 €

Most Councillors are men of rank end do
a fair job. Three new cocuncillors were appointed on the patrol.
The ones at MUTAWA 4NB LILUTA retired on accc mt of old age

and their nephews vwere unanimously elected in each case.

VANCI of OMARAWANA was also made a "illage

»

'ince the death of MITAYATA he has not held any position
>t take on the Medal of his predecessor with its

i

allowance of £5 per year.

area., The

one at ] Al AN k a , ! 1€ 0 2 Native

teacher and I gtay.d with The Furonean Teacher. Most of the

o

buildings were in good conditic hat at EULUVITU being by far

the best.

% +r M .
est Houses are well placed for

visits to viilages in their as and there would be no point in
having any more,

response was excellent
there being no defaullers until the OMARATANA area was reached.
From i.ere on there were quite a few who did not have the necessary
money. I am quite sure the people KILIVILA must find it harder

to pay their tax of £1 th t ) BOMA some willages

very few coconutg, It was e - y noticeable that
to a trade store produce the greatest nber of

an ard luck stories




n Kiriwina
can usuall estimaled .t about £1 for every 10 persons.,

2 reason for thics s very large nuaber of exemptions for

lam.ly volaigutions, wven it the tax rate is doubled the tax money

will not reach a large sum and T am afraid default.rs would increase
enormously.,

I think the area will bear a £2 tax rate
but mainly because of the low Ltax-paying proportior of the
population. This aspect does not indimate very healthy finances
for a Local Governrent Council as I doubt whether it will be
possible to collect anything like £1,000 from these 4,000 peoplea
STATISTICS
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A natural increase of 125 was recorded in
the division in just over 12 monthe. This represents a rate of
about 2,8% which is considerably lower than the rate of KUBOMA

)

or South XIRIWTNA but is still a fairly high rate.

Just over 20 are awvay at work outside the
district which i{s a very low percent: There seems no indieation
that large numbers will go away in the near future., Of the
27 at 7work inszide the sub-district most are Micsion teachers
locally employed and local employees of the
traders.

LAND AND AGRICULTURE,

The short_.ge of land in KILIVILA is a far
greater problem than elsewhere on Kiriwina. The large amount of
marginal swamp land unsuitable for the growing of TAITU or
cocoruts makes up a great proportion of the tusal holdings of the
Eastern village of the division, In other parts large eoral
ridges are not very sultable for cultivation. The patrol carried
out a rough survey of land availability in the division ained
at determining areas for planting of coconuts =z 1 those of
populrtion pressures. The following is a list of villages
with land problems@-




VILLAGE,

KAIBOLA

POPULATION,

LAID AVAILABIL]

Ec C?

EXXITEAYKY 012

\ 1 WIIATY
PRV N OB Waeall

MUTAWA
KATMWAMWAL/
DATAGILA
FABULULA
KABWAKU

OKAIBOBWA

vBWELIA

OBOWADA

\
-

87

Just suffizient

) VAR 99.4.0.080.009 69

AW W' WaN

Vame gpont

Very short

inadequate

inadec

hardly any

inadequate

very short
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and TUBOADA

from IDALFFA and
KAPWAN]
occasional rental
from OMARAKANA
from OMARAKANA
and IDALEKA

ferom IDALEKA

from KWAIBWAGA
from TILAKATIWA and
IOULACTU

from IALUMUGWA,
MOLIGILAGI and
KAULAGU.
occaszionally from
TALUMUGY A

from KAULAGU and
TALUMUGWA ,

From the above it ~an be seen that 4Of of the
population are short of land to some degree. About another 20§
are in mu<h the same position as KAIBOLA or perhaps a little worse

with insufficient to support a much larger popuiation. Some

village~ above have enough land for aboul 4 years and have to
cle. The point is that
this shortage will only grow more acute with each year and will
be really bad within 10 or 15 years.

rent on the last year of their gardening c

Many villages have a fair area of land but

it canno. be used for garden land because of a number of reasons.
TUBOADA and DIAGILA are short because of the large amount of their
land used by the big wartime atffield., This field has rendered
useless at least 200 acres of land although I still don't know the

full extent of it.
of marginal swamp

Most of the vil

land where water is

iages short

of land have holdings
struck at a d2p'h of less
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LAND AND AGRICULTURE Cont.

abmdows than 3 feet. Such lané is useless for the growing of the
starle crop TAITU and also for the growing of coconuts.

I found out that before the war the villages of DIAGILA, TUBOADA,
OKAIKODA and KABWAKU grew small amounts of rice. The rice was
on just such land as I have menticned above which is suitable now

rown

o

only for the growing of Taro.

1 believe the rice was of good quality but I have no

reroof of this. When I made inquiries as tn why tae crop had not
continved 1 was told tha® the people had expected the Admianistration
to buy it, and they had not done sc. It appears that before the war
the Administration was not in the position to buy cash crops

through the Department of Agriculture as it does now. As interest
was lost after the first few harvests whicn did not produce moretary
results, only a small proportion of the land which could have been
used was cultivated. This land aces appear to be suitable for rice
growing tu 2 report from an Agricultural Officer would be much
appreciated. This is definitely an area wnieh badly needs a cash

crop which will rct need their present garden land and many villages |

need it ass a foo. crop which iney will be able to harter for yams
of other villages.

'he Losula station would be able to use several hundred
bags per year so there would be some value ir the crop even if it
did not prove a great success.

The only cash crop grown in the area is the coconut.

A

There are two very large beach plantation one at XAIBOLA and the
other on the sea from OMARAKANA., These p.rantation. are shared by a
number of villages. Other villages have small plantations some of
whica are very poor bearing and some of which do not bear at =2li.
I tried to get the villages of IALUMUGWA, MCLIGILAGI, KAULAGU,
KULUVITU and LIBUTUMA in’erested in the planting up ¢f new areas
and think I may have some success in this direction.

Recently nutmeg seedlings were brought out to provide
a secondary casnh crop. These were planted at OMARAKANA and OBWELIA
but I believe this crop is extremely slow to give returns so it
will not be likely to work the Xiriwinas into a high degree of
enthusiasm.
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There does nut appear to be much scope for
the expansion of cash crops in any area that can be used for garden
land as it would only end in the eutting down of #ood production.
The coconut here is of extremely low yield and takes much beyond
the usual time to reach a bearing stage. The average coconut

AP - ~ ~ 0- . v
{7 il s WP Py, WY '...b.l.u..* Bt bioall il & L

2Opla per
110-120 tree% but on Kirlwina I think they would .ake 10-12 years
e bear in a lot of areas and neéd 200-8 trees per ton of copra.
Mr K.Cole in his report of 1959 when he did an Agricultural
patrol on Kiriwina claimed that even in the Lest areas yigld
would be cnly 3-4ewt per acre. In view of this and the fact tha
there will be a great increase in population before they could

be expected to bear I think this crop should be pushed only in
areas which have a large excess of garden land and then only on

a limited scale as these villages have tc rent land to cothers
less fortunate,

Mr Cole was very pessimistie in his report
regarding agricultural and economic potential of Ketiwina and
did not recommend further patrols by Huropean A.0O's in the area as
it would be a waste of time, I feel this was a very hasty
statement, It is a2dmitted that one will not be greected by acres
of lush land lying useless on Kiriwina but I am sure a good look
might produc- some results, Mr Cole spent oaly 2 days in the whdle
KILIVILA Census Division and evidently had no time for a very
exhaustive survey.

I would like to see an Agricultural Officer
accompany the next D.N.A. patrol to this area and also to the
KUBOMA division. Any crop has to bear in mind the land availability
so I would " ike to see the Patrol Officer ascertaining the land
available and the Agriculture Ofricer carrying out a survey to
find what best will grow, It would be something even to kaow if
rice will grow,and where,and also the possibility of the cultivation
of sago. This is an area with 11,000 people and it has never
claimed heavily on Agriculture's time so I do think they ought
to be prepared to have a decent patrol here before ver, .ong.

If nothing can be done it is just too bad but we want to be
sure first.
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This year was a bad one for food production
in the div'sion, The harvest cf TAITU was very poor and nearly
all yam houses were corpletely beee. The only one of the major
yam houses with anything in was that of UWAILASI of TUBOADA and
ha had  ~=Tw so-ueh S0 v e T oewwld Bacér vt yams being valy
+ full. The only area to have a good harvest was around KAIBOLA
tnea

cut they will have a puor one next year. because rain has prevented
the burning off of garden land and they are very late planting.

The reason given for the poor harvesti was
last years cricket craze. Most of the KILIVILA villages were
among the keenest on the island and neglected their gardens for
such a time that planting was late. The order by the A.D.O. to
ban cricket until gardens were planted was an extremely timely
one and saved the area from a very bad food shortage. As it is,
they have enough to get by. The people have learnt their lesson
and I saw no sig s of any desire to resume cricket playing.
Around the OMARAKANA area the reason given was the illnes of
FITA¥ATA, They alledged that the people were so busy bveing sorry
for him that gardens were neglected. This year,in most areas
except the KAIBOLA area,planting is on time and provided all goes
well there should be plenty ol food next year.

As with the SOUTH KIRIWINA division
plantation maintenance is sauly lacking evan though ncariy &ll
nuts are used. In the OMARANANA plantation shot nuts have been
allowed to lie but the inactivity of this area durirg the
illness and after the death of MITAKATA XS.FRGEKFEX is prcbably
the explanation., Some villages had cleared their plantations
prior to the arrival of the patrol but most did net bother.
Instruntions were issued that all plantation areas will be clean
before next patrol and these orders will be checked we on.
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iith the coming of co-operatives and
KEEXE Local Government Councils to Kiriwina a gurvey of the

economic potential is at present being done., After having been
on patrol a short time I started,at the request of the A.L.O.,
to 4> a coconut zensus as I went along. The area for which this =t
count is completed contains over 3,000 people of the division
the first 9 villages remaining to be done. The resulis were

most pessimistic th' e being less than 15,000 nuts (mature) among
these people or ¥ trees per head. Of these at least 10 are
completely useless and a lot must be allowed for food. With the
plantations of the other villages I would say there would be
Just over 20,000 mature nuts in the division. This is not much
considering the number required for food,that mar7 are useless
and the rest bear much less than the Territory average, 1 cannot
see more than 80 tons of copra per year coming from the KILIVILA
census division,

A coconut count in this area will give
completely erroneous figures of production if worked out on usual
lines. Some plantations are fair enough bui I did not even count
the DIAGILA plantation as there are only aboi t * hearing trees
out of about 300. A lot of other plantatirmns are not much better
and the best nuts are to be found around the villages and along
some of the paths,

The people of this division make money
also by selling mative produce to the Adminis'ration, They
would probably make a little over 2300 per ye:r from this source.,
I believe that the price paid for native prodice may be lifted in
the near future so that may add an extra couple of hundred pounds
to the income of the area. These people do lit.le carving and it
is not =n important source of income but it may expand a little
1f the 1 et continues to be good cnd they see the KUBOMA people
getting a the berefits.

There is 1ittle hope of raising cash income
to any greagagﬁtent without the intrecductlon of other wmethods
of obtaining. There are insufficient immature coconuts and even
with limited new plantings income will not be increased except in
certain localities. I cannot see the per cap.ta incoue of the
division showing any marked lncrease as I believe copra is now
worked almost as fully as possible.
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AN O ~ A r T ONT
SCONOMIC AND PCLITICAI

~

The introduction of seratives on
Kiriwina is going to ‘nvolve very hoavy capital expenditure.

What is going to happen I believe,ard it is ilhe only logical
thing to do,is that Mr R.Lumley's trading establishment wil

ha taltrn Arpr antipelw, Thin~ yil) meqr a yve~v larga debl to

be wiped out and also considerable overhead expenses. I cannot
sée the Xiriwina people benefiting financially to any great extent
as the benefits have to be spread over amxmxem a great numbder

of people. A great vercentage of the copr# purchased in the
Trobriands comes from the LUSANCAY Census Division which I think
will be another Co-operative area. lMr N.Butler who has 2,3 of the
Kiriwina purchesing trade estimates that over half of his copra
comes from those islands. This was rather more than I thought

and does not put the Hiriwina econcmic potential in a ver good
light.

We have aizo to take into account that
overhead will probably ve a litile higher than Mr Lumley has at
present. For instance,it will certainly mean that one or two new
stores will have to be opened and maintained. Mr Butler has a store
at OMARAKANA but I fail to see that he will survive with the
intreduction of Co-operatives. This store has not served the
people very satisfactorilly and one of the prime objects of this
movenent of WAIBADY's was the provision of stores for the KILIVIIA
pecple. Unless the people are going to become ratrer disappointed
I would say a store would be necessary in this area and at
KAIBOLA which is the major copra producing area of the division.

There is no doubt the people really expect something from
their own society.

The point I am trying to make is that 1
don't think the normal type of co-operalive will give maximum
benefit “o the community as per capita income and expenditure is
low. For the people to have any benefit the Society would also have

to lower the prices of goods somewhal below what the traders now

charge. Bearing all this in mind it wolud probably nct make a profit 19

mach in excess of £2,500 per annum. With all the committments of
paying off loans and interest it would not be a large suu to
spread around in bonuses and I think would be better employed

as revenue for the Local Government Council, The L.G.C. here
would have a very small budget and the extira money would make all
the difference in the services it could provide.
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I this way «e would have a itegitimate

business carried on through the Local Government Council as

a source of additional revenue. This does not seem to me ¢oO

clash at all with the principle of Local |

vernment as in Chapter
é of the D ‘9 Dawne >+ 107 ~n - (T

P e

. Ao JAlivriuls Gl wocdi
Government is given as "organizinyg,financing or engaging in any
vusivess or enterprise for tr benefit of the community". The
busi2ss -rould function outwardly the sa .. as a Co-operative but
the Council tould hold the full capital und retain all profits

which would probably double the revenuc of the Cour ~il.

A8 1 have no exper.ence with either
ps or Councils there &ge protably “hjactions to the above

on the grounds of poliecy and ctherwise but it ~an do no
te REEY orficial opinion on he matter,

I do thinl Loecal Govermment will be a
success here ard as most of the highly vresnected chicfs of the

Trobriands come from the FILIVILA Division the outloo% of these

people is mogt importnt. I was pleassntly surprised with the

degree ol co-operation shown to WAIBADI which evidently reflects the
nterest of a.l tine chiefs. I did not think they would 211 get

ether g0 ~eacdily. It seems they will be able to get on well
og2ther at a Couneil or,at least,it iz

sign,

an exutremely promising

Choosing the re, vresentativez and the
orgarisation of the Counci! i3 gci.z to

‘- be indeed interesting.
I thin" the workings of the ™"ureil will soon sho.  whether or
not t. power of the 'guyaus' is quickiy dying or is not now

as ostentaticus. It will indeed be an snteresting experiment anrd
a forwara step much nseded by the Kiriwina people although it
will be a very financially handicaprewu onr present indications.
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mce agnin I ca nly comment on vhe com
ite village water supply in all areas. Some¢ village
and MJATIWA have to walk for over thour to reach
ipply. Other villages gat theirs by 01$g£n5 smal
of the swamp. These holes are oaly : ittie
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WATER SUrFLY Cont.

OFAI!'ODA village has a well supply and it is
about tane best in the division. The water from pocls in limestone
formations such as supply OMARAKANA and MWATAWA is reasonable
out is very hard and somewhat tainted and is cuzh a distance from
the viliages in a lot of cases. Water obtained from digging the

. 1 » " 2 4 . 3 o] a P Tan
o sabndds avi .l udomvadivew v dos 2 -~y e e e o b "j 1. e _‘."

have special pools for washing close to villages.

Here .s with other areas oniﬁ,‘aina the

problem of waier supply would te a worthy initial undervaking for
the Local Government Council.

LAW o0 o3 TICE AND NATIVE COMFLAINTS. !

No cases of majcr crime were reported on
the patrcl. Most crime on Kiriwina can be traced back to disputes
over women.

Prosecutions to follow this patrol are
very few and voncern Census Evasion (2) Fa.iure to rebuild houses
(2) and twe small villages for failing to use latrines. Prosecutions
wil  also bs launched against Tax defaulters i1f they do not )jay
when agsin called upon to do so in the next weex or two. I think
this is important as too much leniency will make it very hard
to collect the probably increased tax rate with the introduction
of local government.

Numerous minor complaints were attended
to by the patrol. I thiik the following up of these complaints is
one of the most important jobs of an ofricer in this sub-distriect
as the peuple still need to gain a 1ot more confideunce and trust
in the Administration.

HEALTHE AND SANITATION.

Aid Post orderlies from KAIBOLA and ‘
DIAGILA wepe used to check health in the initial part of the = = ;5' T
patrol out these were dispensed with later on as the Medical ‘
Officer had been covering villages from the other end off the
divisien.
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Health throughout
appe.red very good and only minor cases of
infected sores and the like were detected.
in the Trobriands I have seen only one case [ malnutrition among
young children.

“he higher death rate among young
satrol as compared to the KUBOMA patrol

was mainly d by an epidemic of dysentry combined with
!

whooping cough which went through southern part of the division
within the last 12 months.

The main disease prevalent ia the ar.a
is Tubereolosis of which I suspect there are a great many cases.
The Medical Ofiicer is at present investigaling suspects brought
in as a result of his pat:ol. I believe this is the first
attempt to cover the areca by a medical patrol for over ‘ years
which is a bad state of affairs considering that ?.E.D. has the
use of a vehicle and all except 4 small villages are within 3 40
minutes of the station. I have not much faith in the A.P.Os
ability to diagnose for hospital treatment except in the most
obvious cases. All caces .or treatment by the Orderly accompaAying
me came under the headinzs'sore. ,lacerations ,burns and fever'.
Also in the area is a large 5;‘56? of trachoma which probably
accounts for the surprisingly large incidencs of blindness.
Medical patrolling should be gilven high priority here especlally
as conditions are so easy.

'he results of the O.'s crders to
build and use latrines in the division were s sv the patrol.
Some villages obvioully thought It was a passing fancy and their
1ntrines ,completed a cay or two before the arrival of the patrol,
chcwed evidenc: of token use by only one or two people. The
threat to prosecute the villages of IDALEKA and LUWEBILA on this
count brouglit about a slight improvement put J doubt a lasti
one. These first few villuges had holes about 4 ft deep and >
in diameter obvionsiy never meant for large scale usage. vtheu
villages however ,did obey instructions and built really good
1atrines. IUWADA ,MOLIGILAGI and IALUMUGWA were amongst these.
in some cases where the latrines were buile and hardly used the
village was ordered to cul a strip 25-50 yards ail round the
village area so that this?gﬁu‘ﬂ 10t be used without it immediately

appearing ol /ious.




HEALTH ANL

In some villuges close to swamp land
water is scruek at a depth of 3 ft and is not suitable for the
building of pit latrines. Latrines this shallow are offensive and

also a miInace to health unless they were filled in every couple
of dava 2r? new "neqg Ang whish will abyau~'v p~* ke do~e T am
excremely wary about the usage of latrirnes which are shallower
“an O fL as I believe that 10ft is the desirable minimum.

An experimert was tried at TUBCADA and
OMARAKANA in ordering that special latrines be constructed for the
Guyau. The old gentleman at TUBOADA was especially delighted and
assured me that he would do all in his power to get his people
tc use the latrines.

HOUSING.

There is a bewildering variety of' house
types and sizes in the division. In the KAILOLA area pandanus and
coconut are the main materials. As one goes west swamp grass
becomes the main material with a little pandanus and coconut,
In the southern part of the division around OBWELIA and OKAIKODA
rusty iron beaten out of drums and very old corrugated iron
would be almost the main material together with coconut and a limited
amount of sago.

The average house standard is undoubtedly
poor and insanitary. One does find many exceptions to the rule
but in the vast majority of cases these belong tc peorle of rank.
The shortage of materials and the social structure make it
impossible to go like a bull at a gate to improve hcasing. On the

patrol I curbed my inclinations in this directionz to condemning
only mf the old and dilapidated structures and giving talks on the
berefits and desirability of better housing.

OMARAKANA ir one of the untidiest and
most dilapidated villages on the island. I spent a long time in
that village talking about their housing and appealing to their
claim of teing the'highest'village on the isiand tc try to better
their standerd. I tlink if we can eoncernltrate on villages such
as OMARAKANA which ! ave a lot of influence then other villages

around aboul would be easy to get to follow suit.




With the large road system in the division
maintenance work is a big job for most villages. Most paths
and roads traversed by the patrol were well cleaned but the people
have the deplorable habit of filling in potholes with dirt which is
dug cut again as soocn as a truck passes over them in vet weather.

et '-L;LL(*E,LJ KeL T i 0 B Ml .‘.‘ e f'i-":'l‘_', PR
The main road to KAIBOLA was not at all

maintained but all villages have been ordered to concerntrate on this

road for the next month or so until it has been brought up to standard,

Some villages were told to dov a couple of extra days work ,which were %

supervised ,as punishment for their neglect.

Bast of FAIEOLA and OBOWADA there are
systems of army roads which are not now used. these roads are not main
teined at present and it would be of no value to give villages
the extra burden of maintainance on these sections.

EDUCATION.

There are so.ne Qﬁi pupils atten”ing
schools run by the Adminstration,Methodi.™ and vatholic missions
in the division.

Undoubtedly *the best of these at present 1s
the Catholic Mission school at OKAIRODA. Fine new buildings have
recently been erected and the children attending have been caught at
the right age. The schcol has 100 pupils up to atandard 3 with
futher expansion envisaged 1n the near future to take up to
S.6. There is one [Curopean teacher supported hy native teachers

of reasonable standard.

An Administration schocol has recently veen
opened at OMARAFANA with a European and a native teacher. 1 am very
much afraid that 2 years have been lost by this school as most of
its pupils are much too old to ever go on to a high stand-rd. As
there wiil be no extra teacher available next year no more children
will be able to be admitted until the year after. From census
zigures the average age of the 67 pupils is between 10 nd 11. They
do not go into standard 1 until next year so the aver-ge age of
5.1 will be at least 11 /alcl 1is much too old to start children off.
As I have noticed from 2trnlling the mistake was understandable as
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FDUCATICN,. Cont.

Trobriand Island childrer.,especially boys,mature elovwly up to the age
5§x¥§ or 12 and then rapidly ir. the next couple of years. All 9
pupils from OBWELTA village were below ¢ years of age but from

tiue other 46 I recorded only 3 were. The averag. age of pupils

from KABWACU village was over i2. In future for their ovm

benefit all Education Officers should refer to the Census

registers as an aia to choosing tuelir pupiise.

The Administration school at KAIBOIA 1is
fair cnly es the teacher is not of exceptionally high standard
but his pupils seem keen and scme results are obtained. The
c.M. school at LILUTA is another of reasonable standard while
that at IOULAOTU is of somewhat lower standard but efforts are
being made to improve it.

The M.0.M. schocls in the area are all
of extremely low standard but what can you expect with one teacher
to 89 children as at KABWAKU. lMost buildings are in woeful conditionx
and have very few school requisites for the pupils. Over 500
pupils are attending this type of school.

Fducation is of immense importance in this ;
area with its land pressures and i1t is hoped that a reacsonable
percentage of the pupils will take advantage of their education
to gain outside jobs but I have my doudts as the Trobrianders
are notorious Stay-at-hmmes:

CONCLUSION .

The patrol was of immense interest
witns its cultural and eccnomic problems, It is an area that needis
a lot of patrolling almed at giving th> people a better
understanding of the work of the Administration and endeavouring
to push the people into an interest in raising their living
standards.

!

{

Because of population pressures and the
type Jf soils available the economic outlook 1s poOr and I feel
it is very imvortant that a survey with the help of the "pt. of

Agricul ture be undertaxen soon to see if any progress ct. be made
15, the finding of nev land uses and cash crops.

MR R A R R
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REPORT ON MENMBERS OF THE CONSTABULARY.

NO.  NAME RANK BEARING CONDUCT .
: 1914 Hombi-Osahapa Const. Good A willing but slow worker,
g 5th y».

7039 Evare - Ajai - Gcod Keen and helpful,

7738  rever-tangor Corst.
2nud Yp,. Good A forceful type who gets

things done.

G.F.W.Smith
Officer of the R.P.N.G.C.
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13th April, 1162.

The District Officer,
Mlae Bay Diastrict,

Recelpt of the abvovementionad Pnirol Repert ‘s acknow-
ledged with thanke.

2. 1 a» sure Mr. Cameron will be missed these pecple
whez he goea. VWe oan expect the people's traditional sood
xnm %0 gradually disiztergrate us contaet with our form of

vilisatica continuea. There is no doudt that the young men
resurnli; fron experience in other areas will nrovide the
lueders of the future as is wpparently the cass im the Village
Coxatadble lLalela.

3. Flesse let me have yuvur recommendations wnder subject
heuding concorming the amoumt of tax which should de paid W
theos peoocple.

4. The Medioal Urderlies should be drought iw fur a
refresher course. iave you passed on the remarks concerning T
$0o the medicul authoritiesi If not please do M.

5. The Mission should de gonsulted before students are
erossed off ro.ls at their school. ¥hen 1s the Admirdesration
sghoos. expected to de manped?

6. isg st you might ge* an Agricultural Officexr to
make a survey of the land suitalde for subsistence gardening im
order that a proper assessment cf land aveilability may be nmade.

7. In reference to the proposal, page 8, that a plamtation

of some 340 mores belonging to Mr., Cameron be purchased $o enabls

1t $o be made availadble later to a co-operative society, it neums

%o me that it is premature., Ihire is as yet no so—cperative suveiety
4% Xitave and the proepeots of there veing one formed in the fare-
seeabls future seems slight. In case a newly Tormed rative
cculd certal wot afford an smount of £20,000 t.e bulk of ol
sould have t0 be pald or guaramteed by the Admimistration. The
amouat would of course include iuprovemenmts whieh would be of 1ittls
real value to the people.

8. In the even:i of there being a real land shortage 1% would
e possible to recommend that the Administration purchase the piant~
stion to0 alleviate such shortage. In view of the remarks ou page 6
¢f the report it would be difficult to substantiate the fact that
sny land shortuge sxists. A proper survey by technical officers

000/2




purehase of any alienated

data prior to any deeision

ary
he

%o provide
negensity for the
A thoughiful patyol by Mr. Smith.

would de necess
M ws to ¢

reach
dand




File No67?’*~1‘+

FURCHASE OF PLANTATION  KITAVA ISLAND

I refer to the proposal at page 8 of Mr.Smith's
re~ort that a plantation of some 340 acres belonging
to Mr.Cameron at Kitava be purchased to enable it to
be made availabl: later to a Co-operative Society.
Tbis Dropg:al i? in my opinion quite premature at this
o > Dy DI L SPNIRY) g Ay, O s o0
Kitava, and the prospects of there being one formed
in the fomseeable future seem slight. In any case, a
newly formed Co-operative could certainly not afford
an rwowat of £20,000, the bulk of which it would have
to pay to the Administration as the major part of the
Eurchase price from Mr.Cameron would be for improvements.

ven in the unlikely event of Mr,.Csmeron droppingz to
as low as £7,000, I doubt whether a new Co-operative
would be in a position to acquire this plantation.

and by ph
e 1 =

In the event of there being a recl land shortage, of
course, it would be pessible to recommend that the
Administration purchase the plantation to alleviate the
shortage. However, in view of the remarks at page 6 of
the report, it wouid be difficult to substantiate the
fact that any land shortage exists, and a much more
detailed report would have to be provided if Mr.Smith
is really of the opinion that the land situation at Kitava
is a valid reason for acquiring the plantation.

(DS Oreve),
H C L (]
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/ % 12¢th Pebraary, 1967
( /‘%Mt/, )é/ g/ )

Ass”stant District Officer, Pl
Sub=-District Ofvice, i

LOSUIA PATROL No, 4 of 1961 = 1962.

Thank you for the vepart on this Patrol to
Kitava, conducied by Mr. G.°.%., Smith, Patrol Officer.

I have spoken %o My, L. J. Gruham, Assistant
© p, Reglstrar Co-ops., aboul Cameror's plantation and he will
" v |{ 0isguss 1t with lir. Jacianan, however, the suggested price
|{ of £20,000 is completely out of the question.

Camping claim is returned for payment, .

(W.W, Crellin)

a/Distriot Offiocer,
The Director,
Deyartment of Native Affairs,
gb;xnonm

For your information, please,

(d. ¥, Crellin)
a/District Officer,
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epart BOLI Pt for KITAVA,

Arrive FITAVA, Overnight
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15th December Early A.M. heavy rain.
‘ '« To YUMWACEA. 30 mins.
Shelter from rain.

Tax/Census.

Village inspec-ion and return
OKATIPWASA(Mr Caveron's)

Census figures.

B e

Saturday, 16th December L f. To LALELA Village=- 35min.
Tax/Bensus.

Talk to village people and
hearing of complaints.

Village inspection.

Depart for OKAIFWASA,Overnight. |
17th Decembear
18th December ) A.M. Depart for OKEBULULU - 1 hour.

Tax/Census.

Village inspection.

et art for OFKAIFWASA =~
overnight,

Tuesday, 19th December 3 .00 M. Tax CEATFWASA labou..
To KUDEUITI - 30 m*n ~ Jax/
census.

Denart for Admin School land
survey.

Depart for OKAIFWASA - 15 min.

Census figures.

Wednesday ,20th December Depart per M.V.'Pearl' for
East Shore.

10,00 A.M. Arrive LOSUIA,

B

LI B B AR BB B R N A




:

v_1llage for census purposes. The villages on KITAVA are .ore inciined

2alioy REPORT N f,_‘__,__L__"i' €1 ~62
LITAVA CENSUS DIVISION.
snptreduction.
The island of KITAVA 1izs some i3 milecs off the

East coest of Kiriwina and 13 a raiseu coral island,in reality a

raised atoll,nearly all of which has an alcitide of 200-35C feet
above ths surroundiag sea, "e area sf the island is approximately
= eMhes Lopopulacion o 1,100 people.,

1D  &pmsrvenpmn » * ™ - " -1
4o

e e e

The patrsl is a short one as there are cnly
& villages listed in the censiis register, The main cbjects of the
patrol were the collection .f 1961 Tax and the revision ¢f .ensus.
Staff problemg at Losuia had Frevented any other patrols to the ) ?
island since the last Tax/Censas patrol "y Mr R.Orwin in December 1900,

NATIVE AFFAIRS,

The population of the island belongs to the
same societ ac the Kiriwina native and tre language has only very
minor dialecti: differences. The KITAVA n-%1ves have long heen
under what one might call +he benevolent despctism of Mr 2.Cameron
vho has had a plantation on the island since 1612, Nearly all
disputes are,or wers,brought to hir first befcre the Administration
and such 1s needed action were referred to Lrsuia, PFis infiuence seerns
never to have been anything but a help tu the Losuia administration
«fflcers. He 15 getting rather old now and his hearing is failing so
the people no longer look as much to him as previously.

With the compardtively limitea amount of
Buropean contac. they have the penple should be more backward than
the average Kiriwina but such is not the case. Nearly all men wear
calico altho.gh money is very sho»t on i~ island and they are nuch
more desirous of change tha:. mcost Trobricad Islanders. ‘ne reason I
think is that the chiefly system is rather weak and has never boer
as strors as or hiriwina, Society is more democratic and T have been
told that there are no chiefs left on the island although 1 deubt this
as a couple do claim they are chiefs and have all the ontward
signs that they are but I think their influence is extremely limited.
I doubt if any would be the ‘guyau' of a census village but rather of
ore nor iwo sma&ll hamiets of the six o~ seven which makes up the

to hamlet furmaticn than or Firiwina,




NATIVE AFFATRS (cont.,)

“he people uere are becoming very aware of their | |

lack mf of material progress and are anxious for economic and
social advancement. The main forece behind this desire is the A
return of a few young men from terms with the Navy at Manus ,ajii;
Island. Ons of these,the Village Constable from LALLLA village -
I8 A merlietianie mwpopayciye firng smd hge dintanted mpab Af hi
enthusiasm irto the village people not realising,of courre,the
envircenmental limitations.

The Kitava people have no economic potential,
they have heard that co-operatives might expand in the sub-district
and. they expect,I think,substantial benefit from the proposed
Local Government Council and I “hink they are bound to he
a very disappointed group of peopie.

TAXATION,

1 was advised by the Assistant Distriet Officer
that the tax rate on KITAVA was to be only 10/- for the year,
All eligible males paid this suw on demand and I think this was
largely due to the fact that M. Cameron took an interest in
ensuring that all were able to find the money by giving employment
for short periods to large numbers. The gazzetted tax rate of £1
is a little ha#d here although they could find %.s money. L
would strongly adviise against the raising of the rate tof2 as I
have thought could Le done in other parts of tle Sub-District.

Village Officials.

There are 3 Village Constables on the island !_
stationed at KUMWAGEA,LALELA and OKABULULA villages. As mentioned
before the one from LALILA is very keen particularly regarding
Co-(peratives but nevertheless I think he has used hirs position
to gain a lot of perscnal influence. The others are getting on
In years and do a steady job.

CENSUS STATIS™1CS.

The Census Division showed a natural increase
of 37 in exactly one year which is an increase of 3.5%. The
death rate is higher han on Kiriwina and this is due to the
isclation and the fact that one or two of the Medical Orderlies l
which have been posted there were of very dcubtful ability. ?

The high rate of increase hus not been a
usual thing on KITAVA or the island would have been overpopulated

L
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GENSUS STATISTICS (cont, )

before now, The proportion of young children to adults is extremely
high and adequate medical service will result in a high rate

of increase being maintaired.
HOUSING.

The general stancard of housing is not high and
e srasnane e ~losely to tias type of housing in the KILIVILA Cunsus
Division of the Suh-l 'istrict, There is morve uniformity of

materials as nearly all are built with coeonut frond walls and #3
pandanus roofs. Ll

The v1llage of" KUMWAGEA provides a sharp contrast
and has the best housing I have seen so far i' thias Sub-District,

A fair propecrticn of tne houses have windows,a rare thing in the
Trobriands,they are well off the ground ,built solidly and off
reasonable size, This villaga nas a good supply of timber for
building purposes which is one of the main reasons for the improved
standard. The other v° "llages are not wedl off in this respect.

SANITATION AND HEZALTH.

There seems plenty of room for improvement
in this field. The people are renarkably free from a lot of the
diseases which plague other parts of the Territoryq However,T.B. is ékggﬂf
@ fairlv widespread dissase which will prove difficuit to control
for some time to come. The small,badly ventilated houses are
& major factor in the spreud cf the disease,

The last medical patrol on KITAVA was
carried out in February 1960 which is a very lo~g time having

in mind that the Islard is only 2 hours by launch from Last Shore.
The wholr of the island's population can be seen in 3 days.

&

There is one Aid Fost at YUMWAGEA villeze. The
Medical Orderly here vas too inexperienced to be of mueh use at

gll. Four cases were trought to nospital by the ratrel and only une

of thes: were referred by the Medical Orderly, There were undoubtedly
more cases which shonld have come in. lione of the Aid Posts in the
Trobriands fs5 staffed by trained Aid rost rderlies. They are all

Hospital Orderlies of varvin; degrees of skill., I think LITAV

Aud LEAY IL o
/

haviig 1,100 people and being a little out of the way.should have
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a8 the limestont on ¥I . .va i very light atd crumbly 1» b of
places and nct hara Lo penetraie with the result Lhat lasrines 23 of
generaliy ,of ceasciable der+h. cro it ne arohlem Fhgd e aw il
ve Blaiuun as in most place wust bae 200 feet below the surface.

An effort was nade during the patrol to
get through the idea of raising all aouses off the ground and to
stress the desirability of windoms. ' do not expect this can be done
quickly “ut I think if enough officers encourage it the standard
might improve,

SDUCATION .

There are 230 chiidren receiving some sort
¢l primary education at the liethodist Mission schools at KUMHAGEA
and LALELA, In addition there are =bout boys attending the
Frimary'T' school at Losuia. The ' s%hodist Mission school at
EBMWAGZIA has 130 puplls taught by one teacher and that at
OFABULULA 103 pupils also with only one teacher,

¥rom an educational viewpoint thess schools
can have little value. lany children or rather young men claim
Tax exemptions on the grounds hat they are students when they
are 20 years of ape and cver., I told the Mission teachers to
put all those 17 years of age and cver out of the schools and marked

: 1‘ [them off the rolls. It is utterly useless having men 19 nd 20 years

of age in Standard 2.

The people shcwed much interest in education
ar . ‘ng the patrol the land for the Administration School was

Wha - < ae 1 s site is about halr way between }ir Cameron's plantaticn
and KUMJAGEA village. While it is not close to any village it is
within 1 hours walk of the most distant one. The land has been
cleared ind the house for the teacher started. If they stick at the
work the school should be complete. in late January or early
Februa.y.




llo village on the island has & close,easily

acc zssable water suprly as all are si‘uated on the main piateau

part of the island on which there is no fresh surface water. Water

is “t-pined from the beach areas,mainly at low tide. “ome of the

Vilfa.ﬂelhage to walk for } an hour and more to the water supplye.
It is not possibe to build wells o.n the main X

part o *he isl:nd so no significant improvement in the position

can be suggested w«s any schems to provide water would cost a

great deal more money than could be spared for the purpose. It has

been sugge:ted that drums be sunk clese to the beach but this

still does not make the supply nearer and I doubt if the peovle

would be Interested as there have always beer drums available

at Losuia and no reques. f~r * | has ever been made.

REST HOLSES.

The only rest house ever used is that at
OKABULULA ir the north of the island. Administration officers have
long stayed most of the time with Mr Cameron. This rest house was
in only fair condition and I did not stay there on this trip
as 1 was rurning a fairly tight schedule and a rest house is
barely warr nted the longest walk on the island being just over
an hour from OKAIPWASA,

It would provably be bettaer if officer:
did use rest houses on the island but the hospitality of Cameron
makes this very hard and by staying with him an officer can learn
quite a bit about the people though .like a lot of old-timers he
does not take kindly to the new progressive ideas about the !
potential capdblility of the native peoples. 4




e NAAEX A

The main garden area is the raised lagoon
érea of the former atoll formation which is a depression
surrounded by 1imestone ridges. The soil in parts seems ruch
better than iy other parts of the Trobriands and in patches the
tepeoil is 6-8 reet deep. Farts of the ridges are also used j -
o T By, o, NP e wi yaus, Lader the topgoil is a very light
sandy coloured imestone which appears to be in a state of

rrobably the reason for the depth of the

Gecw pusition wiiich is
soil.

————————

p
, hile land is not abundant the peorle claim
' they have enough for their sresent needs and mmwka eriough for
ugh I think they will find it hard whea
the pcpulation goes much over 1,500 People, All ava‘lable garden
land seems now to he used although I think the average gardening

cyele is 5-6 years while on ¥iriwina it varies from 3-5 years
w.pending on the area.

£l a larger population altho

The main crops are the various types of yams
and sweet potato. I believe because of the high level above
the water level combined with the porous nuature of the soill TARO
does not grow well. The villages have very few coconvts. On the main

e ——————————— ———— S—

part of the island they will not grow.Around the villages a few

} seem to do well but there have bemn % attempts to plant up roads
: and tracks as has been done on Kirivina and all have failed. The nuts
] k) night thrive for a few years but zs soon as g dry period af o

couple of months hits the island they wither and die., That leaves
cnly the seafront. There is very little level land in from the sea
as most of the island rises straigkt out of the water in limestone

c¢liffs., COf what there is Cameron's plantation takes up 250 acres of
the best land. Native Plantations are as follows:~ i

' IADAU adjoining Cameron's on *he: N.W. side of the island has an area
of 21 acres and 750 trees owned by OFKABULULA and LALELA villages,

9 . The trees are fair and most of the isglands fiicome comes from
f : this plantation, Ay

' ULIGEA, On the S.W. side or the island with about 5 acres aad 90
ULLGEA

' producing trees., Very poor quality plantation and

economically of little importance.

KALIGTLAGU, Tnis 1s s plantation of about 6 acres and 320
trees owued by KUMWAGETA village, This »lantation is an
cextremely poor ppoducer and would yie
copra in a yaar,

1d under 1 ton of
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LAND AND AGRICULTURE (Cont,)

As can be seen the plantation figures are
anything but impressive, There is another stretch of flat roastal
land in the extreme N.N.W. coast of the island out from AKABULULA
village which could be used as a plantalion area. It is the
largest coastal sirip apart from that occupled by Mr Cameron and
could support a couple of thousand craes- The »sarte Faws Fysr,

-l aucn wu prant up this section if they have any wish to raise
their cash income.

1 can think of no wther crops which would
prove of any value on KITAVA. The nature of the topography and
the limited amount of land make it unlikely that even a

qualified Agricultural Officer could paint a brighte picture
than the above,

SOCTAL AND ECONOMIC LDEVELOPMENT,

The economic field 1s very limited indeed.
The only worthwhile plantation is TADAU which ti:e people utilize
partly by selling nuts to Mr Cameron and partly by maling ccpra
which has to be brought to KIRIWINA to be scld. Cameron buys cnly
nuts for which he pay. 5/- per 100 and he estimates that he
buys only 6,0C0 per year. Even if this estimate is slightly
low the incomc wculd be, less than £20, Copra sold én Kiriwina
might be 100 sla~k bags of about 80 1b each for which the average
price is £1 per bag. This gives a total cash crop income of
£120 rner annum, eriodically employment is given on a casual
basis on Cameron's planidéitionyusually to 30 men at a time,for whiecl.
they are paid 11/~ per week. I was told this is the only cash
income for the villages ¢i KUMWAGEA and KUDEULI.

Apart from the plantations there are only
enough nuts for food purposes. Even KALICULAGU planfidtion is used
almost exci sively for food as production is very poor.

In spite of all this,under the leadersnip of
the LALELA V.C.,the people want a Co-operative Society. lloney
collections have been going on for some time and I had to spend
much time in each village pointing out the utter impossibility
of establishing a successful Co-o, srative on their cash crop
potential, Cameron wishes to sell out and nas offered his place
to Co-operatives at a price of £20,000. I consider this price
quite ridiculous and the old rentleman was quite upset when
I saiJ I thought he was 3 times too high in his estimate.

His plantation holding is about 340 acres




ROCJAL AND ECONOMIC DREVELOI MENT ,

of which 250 acres sre planted with fairly good bearing trees.
Other assets include a house which 1s large and old, a jeep
which 1is nat in working'y a tractor and trailer in falr order
and various staff quarters and a copra drier, He estimates the

capacity of the plantetion at 70-fQ tons per year which may be

possible Lut not under native management conditions. it has

4a80 L0 v€TNENRWXEX rewenbered ithat most of the trees would
prohably be over 40 years old and,especially in this part of

the district,cannot have a very long 2conomic life ahead of them.

I have gone into the above detail because
I think the Administration should make an effort,be it against
normal mkmiwyx policy,to secure this plantation for a Co-operative
society. Cameron's lease is now a clear case of alienation of
land rieeded by the people. His is the only large area svitable
for rcash crop devclopment apart,perhaps from the area near
OKABULULA and 1 think the people themselves will soon reach the
sameé c¢.nclusion and resent it. Cameron is old and must soon leave
and snould the Administrstion be able to obtain his place at a
price in the vicinity of £7,000 I would like to see it do so. The
KITAVA people will undoubtedly resent seeing development in other

fAreas of these islands and thems "ves left outy Anything like

£20,000 I don't think could be considered as it mea..s a capital
expenditure of about £175 per able-bodied male adult.

w ,,/V’A B San
// It seems that KITAVA willi be included in

the Ririwina uocal Gowernment area. IY will not be able to par thke
same tax rates and I can't think of any benefit it cculd receive
from a council. It will have to be included just the same as we
would have some very discontented people there if it wasn't. The
people would,together with South Kiriwina,be maptm capable of
electing all their candidates by ballot as they are not as cla.
conscious as the North Kiriwina people .nd none of the Chiefs

have a very strong hold on the way of life of the people.

ROADS ,

Roads still suitable for vehicular traffic
link LALELA and OKABULULA villages and OKAI™WASA plantation
with this road. cinee Cameron's vehicle has been U/S the latter
road has been allowed to deteriorate. Beyond mainte:ining these
roads in a clean ccadition I don't think there is any point in
foreing the people to maintain them as vehicular roads.

Roads and paths,generally,wsre clean and
y !
in good condition for the patrol except some smull patches over
which there were disputes regarding who was responsible or thew

. N e B . g - . ey




The only complaint involving court action
wes a charge of adultery which was later heaid at Losuia and a
verdiet oi dvd GuillY recorded.

TEMS OF ANTHROPOLOCICAL INTLREST

Some officers,including myself,have becn under
the impression that land #n the the Trohriand Is.ands was held by
A a system of absolute individual ownerchidp. From the land dispute
: H at LALELA I found this not to be strictly correct.

Whenever an officer does 1 land investigation
\ in these islands he usually gets only one claimant tc a piece of land.

i; There may be a number oif claimants but these all claim different
parts which they will tell you belonge solely to them. General
ownership is vested in the clan of ithe man concerned. [Gach village
has a certain amount of land which is owned by the vari»sus clans
and sub-clans of the village. Land is than further divided amoung
family groups each of which is known as the DALA, A DALA consists
biological kin in the matrilineal line. Without the permission

which is scld must have the purchase price divided in eertain
proportions amocng members, Therefore whenever the Adninistratioa
pays a man.as sole owner of th2 land this money is further divided
by him as necessary.

Another point which i1s inconsistent with
individual ownership is the fact that land cannot be sold to
people of a different totem or claan. ¥xmx Gales can only be made
to members of the same clan except in the cace of land sold to the
Administration. The effect of this is that the amount of land owned
by each clan will always be the same and rno clan can now acqu.re mor.:
land thar it already owns. The so ~alled 'cwner' is in fact the
vholder of a perpetual lease from the clan and can pass the usage
rights on to his heirs, While he has to get permission from the rest
of his DALA to sell the land can .lso not be sold against his own
wishes by a vote by all the rest. During his lifetime he is entitled
+ to rent the land to whom he pleases even though they be ot ailferent
\ clans and he is entitled tolﬂ'keep the rental received.

s et . "‘m P
R S
-
™ COMPLAT - {4
o !
!’ Hardly any complaint:z were brought to the g“ﬁ, e
attention of the patrol. One disrute involving gacrden land was
settled in LALLLA village.

Jof 211 important members of the DALA no land can be sold and any land
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" OKAIPWASA returned to the people because without it the level of

PANT NI B .A'\‘..VT.

This year is what ®k is known as a KAIASA
year at LALELA village, It is a type of Agricultural competition
in vhich all the villagers take part. Une man'makes'’'the KAIASA,
He 1s usually an important man and one who is noted for the
quality and sixe of his gardens. Ivervoody in the village makes
much larger gardens than usual as the prize goe* to the verson with
wie Liggeot Cerop. The man wh» makes the KAIASA with tha aid of his
family has to prov.ie the prizes and he receives yams ete from the
prizewinners. Such a season results in a huge 1rood surrlus which
is ¢onsumed by inviting othee villages of the island to a period
of festivity known as KOVESA. The visitors also get large
quantities of produce to tak: away as proof of the excellence of the
gardens., When in another season ancther village makes a IIASA they
invite the others along sc it more or less hapoens in turn.

During this period the people work long hours
in their gardens as any person who cculd not make a decent garden
is nct very highly regarded. The people who have the most glory
are the man who promotes the ! TASA and the prizewinners.

CONCLUSION.

The FITAVA ratrol is not as interesting as
some of the other patrolsg in this Sub-listriect. The pecple have
lost many of their old customs and skills and gained little except
rather dirty clothing. They have more desire fer communal
betterment than the average Trobriend Islander and lesc with which
to obtain it.

I would like to see the plantation at

cash income must remain at a very low level. Area Administration
works in the division will tz very limited as it is impossible

to even put in village water supplies because of the raised nature
of the island and the Counecil income as a whole will be sc low that
it will not be able to provide expensive services tc an area which
cannot contribute on a proportionate basis.

I think it may be beneficial for patrols to
the island tec try to get the you men interested in goin way
as aAgr¢ mnenl workers to plantatiuas. If there is a constant
stream leaving anG returning encugh cash may be injected into the j ‘
island to support a branch store of a mainland co-operative society. L_}ﬁ Vo
Juite a few who have had a reascnable standard of education have 5 B ;

obtaired employment especially as Medical Orderlies at Losuia and




CONCLUSION (Cont,)

with the advent of more educational facilities the young men of *the

next generation will probably leave In co .;iderable numbers for
outside employment.

Tt 1s frustratine to patrol an area and not
be able to formulate any constructive ideas for the betterment of
the area as e joL then becomes a compilation of figures and
the writing of a dry,often repeated,report on conditions.

>
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. e Amsistant District Officer,
Sub-™ gt lct Office,
LO3UY A,

e PATROL RE’OPT 6-61/62 - KILIVILA.

Recnipt is ackne sdged of above report submitted under
cover of your 67-4-~1 of 8th March.

R 4 smi ot dimsaind e o e, o bl esn - ol iRl e oo i o e ooaigl

My comments on report No.5 regarding the late submission
stand gecod for this seport also.

The Officer in Charge is to be commended on the detailed
instructions given tc¢ the patrol and Mr Valaris appears te have
coversd all aspects.

| : It is most obvious from the diary that the patrol was

§ | airried -~ 12 days to visit 4000 people livi.g in 35 villages is far
' . $00 quick. Why was not the estimated 3 weeks spent on the putrol?
V\ The Jrevious patrol of the division, some 3 months oarliori r-vised

'
s

v
S EES———

h\ Noonlua and I can see no reatc n why census revision was included in

%he instructions.
.. My somments on co-~operative and Council activity on the
; Lusancay patrol are relevant to the Kilivila division.

That Waibadi's claim to Omarakana plantation oy on. who, 1if
my memory serves me correctly, is not of chiefly status, should bo
contested, is further evidence of the waning respect 02 the "Lords"
of Kiriwina. I anticipate this will continue whilst Vanoi reigns, or
i until hv accumulates sufficient "wealth". Personally, I cannot 1 ne
| g Vanoi ever acquiring the respect of his late uncle - his character dees’

¢ not appear to ba sufficiently strong.

e —

In my 67-1-2 of 18t Novenber last I mentioned the need for a

§ land pressure survey. Would it be possible to start the ball rolling
ﬁi by ascertaining approximave areas now utilized by the various groups
j '." and what proportion of the land is actually availe“le for ecrops.
| Information relating to hiring of lani should be recorded. If we are
able to present a picture, vague though it may be, I am eonfident an
expert in the field could be made availsble. The significart 'n resas
in population over the post-war years will have a decided sffect om
land distribution in the no* too distant future and, to my mind, the
only ~mewer will be resetilement. In a society as found ir Kiriwina,
this poser a major prodlem. Your views o this would be walcomed.

The matter of coconut replanting is being followed up. I o 'ﬁ
do not rccall any large areas in North Kiriwina available for planting.lﬁ

Waat views uas the Medieal Ofticer on pit latrines? I
presume tie matter has been discussed with him. - ¢

? Y ,(’,w,‘-t’:’/_'
! L W e i .
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The Cowncil, when established, could play an important
‘# role in improving water supplies.

Besiaes the faot that the patrol was hurried, Mr Valaris
appears $0 have condueted an efficient scle patrol.

¥x Valaris's claim for camning allowance will be paid from
this office against your funds.

¢.c. The Director,
Department of Native Affairs,
1{01\:\,;;./\);3‘

Copy for your informatio. and records, please.
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LOSUIA,

-

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA R <

In Reply
Please Quole

Nh67 - 3

Sub District Office,
LOSUIA

Milne Bay District.
18th January, 1962.

Mp_ R, Vnan{s
Cadet Patrol (h;icer.

ATROL -KILIVILé CENS

You ‘are advised to make arrangements to depart on Fatrol
to the {i1livila (Census Division on Wednesday 2)>th January, 1962.
.G is nticipaueu that the patrol will be of 3 Weeks duration.

You will be accompanied by an Interpreter and 9 members
of the Royal Papua and lew Guinea Constabulary so draw rations and
stores accordingly. For Health inspections Aid Post Orderlies from
the various aid posts are to be used.

census, checking on instructions given last patrol and the following §i
up of other matters on the lMatters for Atvtention on patrol file. ¥
On completion of the ratrol you are to undertake the ELand Investiga-
tion for the purciase of the Hiriwina airstrip Land. This is to be

done in accordance with Circuiar Instruction No.;35 e,

Your main tasks on this patrol will be the revision of fg
¥

T,
-
e
ot ol ol e o

You will pay particular atiention to and report upon the IR .
following matters.

(1) State of coconut plantation areas. All to be inspected to IR
ensure adequate maintenance has been done as drdered last 41'7 :
natrol. , %-

(2) The state of roads and whether necessary maintenance has e e
been done. | i

P N

(3) The ecreation and usage of latrinses. i b ¥ 8

M) Housing bearing in mind the avallability of materials. | Iy

(5) Water suprply. This has aften been reported upon but I 1] .
would like to know at what depth water is struck in each e 4
village to enable cost estimates td be drawn up for the N 8
provision of a better supply. 4B

’

During the patrol you will vrobably find the people ate
much interested in obtaining information regarding the introduction
of Co~operatives and Local Government to the Trobriands. Unfortunatelys
we can give no definite promise as to dates yet so avoid any

F

statemencs which could leal the people to el eve that there is an !
immeciate date set. The collection of money which was under way in U dhe
some areas is definifely to be uiccouraged until it can be put on s
an organised basis later on. I think it can be sdid that a Co-op R
erative Officer is expected vere to inves~1 rate the pOSSlbi1itiPS of ,
CO’OphllthGS within 1 year. That is as much as we can promise."s.,

o |

A malaria eradication scheme is due to cormmence soon in g e |

thigs area and 1 thi n} the "upport of our Department will be necessary | B
to make it successful. You could in each village stress the importalce’
of the people c:-\otxitﬁwi with the fublic liealth Department in th;};Q’
sy, Also the TB campaign is to be stepped up requiring the e
inat tion of all new born children. u will instruct that all 5
s are to be re z'on to the oflice &t Losuia by relatives withim }
aby's birth. This should be mossible in this census

.-r-‘ $

vacc

i
days cof

Division.




: A small scale reafforestation scheme will soon be under

- way. Would you please list the villages where supplies of timber are
i’ most scarce. This together with the introduction of sago seedlings
rom Boiganville which I have previously requested may later help
paise Ud¢ low housing standards of this : rea.

The above instructions are fairly comprehensive and if
cerried out will ensure a most useful patrol. It will be necessary to
rafar anv rourt matters to Josuja fer action.

Best of luck for a successful patrol.

e G
<_/f67;,:231th)

Ofticer in Charge

s e
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EATROL DIARY
PATROL NO, 6/61-62 = KILIVILA

No timep’-+e was carried, s0 no indication of the various
arrival a.d departure times can be given.

Wednesday 24th January, 194%:- ferg-n TG, TS Th A,
camped KAISOLA,

Thursday 25th " " 1= Census KAPWANI, LAB:I, KAULAKU,
BWATAVAYA, camped TUBOADA.
Friday 26th . " 1= CENK3US MWATAWA, TUBOADA, returned
January Losuia.

Wednesday 31st Pwhrmaxy " :- Census MUTAWA, LILUTA, WASAPOLA,
- camped MUTAWA.

Thursday 1st February " :- Census IUWADA, KATMWAMWALA,
KUDOKABILIA, DAIAGILA, camped
Omarakana.

Friday 2nd ’ 2 - Census WAKAILUVA, IOULAOTU, TILAKAIWA
OMARAKANA, returned Losuia.

Monday 5th " " 3e Census KABULULA, KWAIBWAGA, camped
Omarakana. ,

Tuesday 6th n " 1~ Census KABWAKU, WAKAISA, OKAIBOBWA, ke
camped OBWELIA. :

Wednesday 7th " " :- Census OBWELIA, OKATKODA, camped |
OBWELIA,

Thursday 8th " " :- Census OBOWADA, KAULAGU, camped
KULUVITU.

Friday 9th " " :- Census FULUVITU, WAIAKIKI, GILIGALI
mmm LIBUTUMA, proceeded IALAKA,
returned lLosuiaj

Monday 12th " " :- Census MOLIGILAGI, IALUMUGWA, returned
Losuia.

Y e
r

END OF PATROL
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INIRODUCTION

This was iu the nature of a f “low=-up
patrol, the main objectives being xkmix to ensure that orders
issued during the previous patrol to the area had been
carried out. inspection ~* R L "VIE T TINY ot o e et o L oy
vater sources and routine administration. In Kilivila, following-
up instructions issued has been found necessaty as patrolling
in the past had been sketchy due to understaffing, illness etc.
and instructions were invariably treated casually,, the
knowledge that further checks would be unlikely.

HATIVE AFFAIRS

The last patrol to the Kilivila Census
Divis. nad been carried out approximately 12 weeks ago, so
understandably 1little in the way of new trends or requests was
unearthed. This short interval between patrols was caused
because I was required to do my first solo Census patrol prior
to proceeding on leave which is due this week. Although this
could not be helped, the conclusion I drew was that, at least
as tar as folloving up instructions and prompting people with
various tasks js concerned, such short intervals vsre ideal.

In the ratrol instructions, concern was
shown: in case impatience to speed - up the introduction
oY co-operatives wes showr and also as to whether the paople had
taken matters in their own hands, as was the case previously.
This nad been done by the collecting of money at the village
level, under the volition, supervision and direction of
WAIBADI of OMARAKANA, one of the higher chiefs.
This however did nct prove to be the case, and although
tentative and casual questions were put by myself to determine
if sny " underground " operations were in the air, the matter
at the morent is in abeyance.

This is, perhaps, just as well., It is

-undisputable that for a co-operative to function, there must

be lively interest both in trading and cash erop production.
Due to the after-effects of a cricketing craze which had
gripped the arec at a time usuall, reserved for the clearing

. g o
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of new garden iand , much work had thus been negiected, and
at present they are almost wholly occupied witkh the harvest
of the KUVI yms, norrally their secordary ysm crop to
replenish their depleted food suprlies.

Practically no-one is occupied with
-akin: covra. This was wt expected, and they confirmed it by
pointing out that the price for copra is too low to make it
worth while, This 1s of course debatab.s, as at their present
standard of living anything should be worth their while.

Tasks such as clearing tracks and
main vehicular roads; rebuilding houses as per imstructions;
construction of latrines; clearing plantations ( in the
instances where this had been done ) ; accumulating their next
tax money; planting th® new taro crop, harvesting the * Kuvi
yam and speet potato apparently leave them little time to
either take other matters in their own hands or specalate

+ on great matters for the future, This is perhaps an

overestimation, as the prospect of crescendo work with no
time for speculation 1s inconceivable both for the¢ Trobriands
and for the remairing Territory. The fact thus remains that
neither enguiries nor suggestions were made regurding
co-operatives and Local Government,

COMPLAINTS AND JUSTICE.

This section , I feel, usually gives x
some indication of the cocurse their main interzests take.

The majority of cases dealt with pigs
deatroying crors and demands that natives with gardens
situated around the complainant's land shovld build fences.
This was particularly rife, as the aubove-mentioned tasks leave
little time for the long and fairly arduous job of fence
costruction.

Another form of complaint should give
gro-wnds for concern., The coconut plantations surrounding
and‘jointly owned by any particular vill.ge are by no means
exivnsive. Dissatisfaction was elicited by many tax-paying
individuals, because people witnh exemptions persisted in making
usage of these plantations for their privale needs:

Because of the small extent and productivity of such plantations,

this practice deprived the tax-payers of the means to raise
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the nezessary money. Demands were mede that persons with

tax exemptions should be immediately stopped. This, apart

from heing legally possible where all the villagers participate
in planting and clearing the plantations, reflects badly on

the money-raising potential of such villages, particularly the
area near KWAIBWAGA village. Further planting of better
quality nuts seems to be the only solution.

WAIBAUI of Omarakana, the uncie of
VANOI, present "Paramount" chief of Kiriwina, clsims that a
certain plantation belongs to him exclusively, whereas
TUBUTUSAWA, the Village Constable of Omarakana, and also a
chief, ciaims that he owns about half of it. At the same time
it appears that the Omarakana people lay claim to the right
of collecting nuts from this plantation, which right both
Walbadi and TOBUTUSAWA EX dispute.

I feel that this particular cese is
significant. I doubt whether in earlier years a dispute of
this nature would have been permitted to reach the Admini<tration,
Waibadi, as logicali successor to Mitakata, the deceased
paramount chief of the Tribriands, often professes that his
main interest lies in helping the advancement of his people.
Yet it is obvious that an extensive plantation such as his
would yield higher results per head if worked collectively
rather than by himself alone., Finally, until such time as
a land investigation can take place ( and it will involve
chiefly, traditional and hereditary rights ) a compromise was
reached, by which people will he permitted to edllect the nuts
providing they assist in the clearingg of the plantation.

Other minor complaints to be followed
up have been attached to the relevant file,

LAND AND AGRICULTURE

The rather hopeless prospect of
land shortage and overpopulation remains. At the moment, the
only ina. ations are the hiring of land in some instances, but

. this only for some of the period when their land is lying

fallow. Prospects for slight relief for the future are Jealt
with later.

As mentioned previously, almost total

e —————
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neglect of gardening was involved during the cricket craze
consequently hardships and corresponding shortage of food
were anticipated. This has not proved to be the case, only
the TITU yam having suffered. At present, although yam
l..eses are practically empty, a zvuod harvest of Kuvi yams
and swe:t potatoes is helping to restore the balance.

" DI QBN Ve Ay N R . o
re~introduction . rice to Kiriwina generally, this applying
o Kilivila as well, is now under way. A number of
Agricultural field workers are visiting the suitable spots
and generally supervising operations. The original clearing
ard formation of suitable plots isx being left to the villagers
a> they ha. done this before. I visited a few and to the
best of my knowledge they appeared satisfactory.
At tt> cime of the patrol, the Field workers had not yet reached
the Kilivila area, but great enthusiasm was shown in thLe
prospect

Extensive rice cultivation, if sufficiently
concentrated and properly supervised should, I bellevse,
contribute in shortening tne present 4 year fallow rotation
system, which in itself would assist greatly in relieving
some of $he land pressure. An attempt was made to determine
just how efficient their present system is, i.e. whether
the produce from any one particular plot was remaining
constant or deteriorating but the answers obtained were too
vague to form any sort of _pinion, particularly since the
amount planted is not constant and no records of output are
kepv.

Villages in Kilivila which were not
included in the rice scheme also showed great interest, and
rsth-r than refusing them flatly on the ground that their
area is unsuitable, small experimental plots should be planted
there, particularly since the topography of K.riwina does
not present such widespreed differences. The pclicy at this
stage is to supply the seed to villages that are renting
their land, so that they may exchange it for yams, or perhaps
use it as a cash erop. The popularity of rice as a food is
already established. In the last Quarter, the Hospital
alome has purchased over 30000 1lbs of vegetables ( yams, taro
and sweet potato ) and most of the money has been utilised to
buy rice from the trade stores. This influx in the selling of
native foods was probebly caused by ithe rise in price to 24
per 1b. on the 1st January and should not persiss. If it does,
steps will obviously have to be taken as they can hardly spare

< o ve: -t
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such large amounts,

Although instructions had been given
that all plantations were to be cleared of undergrowth,
ov.y the minimum of work has been done. Ideally, sufficient
time should be available to a patrolling officer, that he

P L ¢ oo’
.r'.. vi;‘h*'m-—t--lb»idnsi 'It 1(, Ll: —’.» t:wv‘. :.-C:‘ "‘ ‘." 1“:“1

action is unavailable in this case, but such :learing,and
regular maintetnance is of obvious benefit, ~nd if talking
to them pointing these things out proves ineffective, some

definite step has to be taken.

Instructions had also been issued to
several villages to plant new coconut trees, but this too
had not been done, lack of seed nut being given as the
reason. About 5,000 seed nuts will be requested from the
Assistant District Officer at M Baniara and although only
about half will find immediate nse, the remainder will soon
be disposed of. It is unfortunate that local nuts are not
ofx the highest standard.

Regarding a proposed reafforestatinn B

scheme, it was alleged in all villages that timber supplies were
plentiful throughout for their needs. At the present
rate of building this may be valid, but if a drive for

impreving the housing is contemplated, as it should at all | .

times b2, then sufficient suitable timber may not be quite
adequate, It would be safe ., sey that the larger villages

will all zove to be considered in any re-afforestation p
plans.

EDUCATION

Due to some cases of diptheria in the
island, all the rchcols had to be closed, and thus no

inspection of schools could take place. As this ban applied fff'ﬁ
i

immediately after the holidays, » enrolment figures were
not available, but few of the Missicn teachers anticipate
increased numbers.,

At Omarakana, a new European teacher
has taken over, and is taking steps with his enrolments
to avoid the case which occurred last year where children




well over 10 years of age wewe enrdled by judging their age

;hich can be misleading i; Kiriwina to the uninjitisated.
Schools enmmenced for the 1962 Year

on the 19th February., The Nission school at TUBOADA vas in

a sad state of disrepair snc with 60 or wore children expected

for the year, injuries msy e incurred, so that suitable

instructions were issued and ;111 have to be enforced.

Native L' IBUNA of TILAKAIWA village
enquired about the payment to lim for the land ozcupied by
the Government school at Omarsk:na. Correspondence to this
effect will be forwarded to the . ietrict Officer in Samarai ,
as this land was surveyed in early 1961 and the school has
been set up since then, but nc action has been taken rugarding
issuing authority for this paymeit

HEALTH

A medical orderly was present at se\::-al
of the villages visited, and his diagn-ses consisted of:~

a/ Septic sores

b/ Conjuctivitis

¢/ Boils

d/ Ringworm

e/ Wounds

t/ Coughs

g/ Lacerations and abrasicns
h/ Cellulitis

i/ Burns

j/ Cuts and sores

Many were treated on th: spot, and
some were sent to the nearest Ald Pcst. No cases at all were
forwarded to the Medical Officer by the three different
Medical Orderlies who took part in these village examinations
which emphasises the need for frequent medical patrvls by
qualified personnel. The last medical patrol to this group
was undertalren in November 1961, but even so, only & fev of the
villages were included. At the presant time, all the young
children in the Island are being immmnised against diptheria
and whooping cough. An antimalarial spraying programme is
under way and also all villages were ‘nstructed, both b;" the
Medical Officer on a general talk to officials and mysalf
in Kilivila to present all newly born infats to the Hospital
within @ 1 week of birth for T.B. vaccination,

Despite hospltal and Aid-Post facilit.es
and repeated talks by cfficers, great ignorance still persis‘s
as to cause-effects of diseases and therefore all opportuniti s

were taken to lessem this. One practice which is quite widecpr ad
is that of m temporary migration in the case of illness,
eminating from the belief that this will cure the ailment.
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KILIVILA CENSUS PATROL Page.... 7

Although it is pbvious that this would only spread
any inrectious deg€ases psresent, its prohibition could hardly
be policed, and future patrols might be well advised to

concentrate on this particular aspect in discussions with the
peorle.

The use of latrimes is by now beyond the

stage of a etrandip~ 4ale --* 4+ .o ok o ety ;
e th ) S0 D | R G i o

majority of them appeared to be well frequented. As few placeu
cair dig much deeper than the minimun 7 or so feet, the problem
of xam upsanitary latrines 1111l scon have to be faced. The
experimernt which was tried at TUBOALA and OMAPAKANA regarding
the construction of s ecial latrines for the two chiefs

in order to ellicit their support has met with indifferent
success as neither of them subsequently wanted such latrines
built., This matter was not pressed,

ROADS AND HOUSING

As usual in this area, roads ana tracis are
only attended to when the advent of a patrol is imminent4,so that
d.e to the patrol's occasional rapid mcvements, many were
surprisec with overgrown tracks. Some were prosccuted, while
in other villagesx all pecple including olcd women turned out
on their own volition cutting dvring the night prior to our
arrival , \lthough road main.enance should be firmly insisted
upon, villages are often hard pressed to tantly maimtain
the many miles of such roads, considering 1 populations as
30-60 people per village.

With regard to housing, one of the benefits
of a follow=up patrol soon after the original was shown, All
houses concerned i.e. where instructions for taneir improvement
had been issved, showed recent work. The maximum time allowed
for repairs and rebuilding had been 5 months, and as my visit
was only } months after, no prosecutions were made, xmt or v-uld
have Xeen necessary in the majorit; of the cases.

CENSUS AND STATISTICS.

No census defaulters as such occured.
An increcse o1 35 was shown over a period of 3 months,
representing a rate of natural increase of 3.4% per annum. The
previous patrol recorded an increase of .87 . 20 people are
stil)l work.ng at Keitaki plantation. I cannot agree with the
previous op'nions that there are no prospects of more leaving
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KILIVILA CENSUS PATROL Page.... 8

the District, given the orportunity. Nevertheless, it is a

lonf stop from intending to go away, to actually doing so.
This

because of the nature of the people and their great
( logical ) attachement to their families and land. This
of course has beem the case with all places in the Territory
where little on no recruitement had hitherto taken place.

It was noted that many children were on hand

in villages at the beginning of the patrol, all alleged
adoptions and significantly nearly alwys to the number of 4
together with previous children which represents an automatic
exemption., As soon as it was confirmed that no taxation was
involved in thi. patrol, such adoptions ceased. Tn future

therefore such rearrangements of children should be closely
examined,

WATER SUI'PL

As per instructiors, a survey of all
water sources was carried out and an appendix to this effect
is attached. Many use limestone caves where the Jdexpth of
water for w2ll purposes grecatly exceeds 8' or so.

ANTHROPOLOGICAL ITEMS

Throughout the Island, and particularly
in Kilivila there remains strong belief ir. sércery. Formal
complaints to this effect have greatly decreased over the
past year, yet nobody at the vil age level will even consider
constructing a window for fear that harmful implements may be
dropped in. All suggestions that they consider putting windows
were met with polite smiles. If windows were compulSayy, they
would be tightly shul.

A complaint was brougnt regarding payment
of a2 magician, who had undertaken to put a spell on the
complainant's bettle-nut grees which would cause great sickness
to anyone who attempted to steal from them. The bettle-nut
conti ~=d to disappear, hence the coamplaint and demar for
a refund. This is a case which would justify non-interference
if it was universally believed in and thus proved efrective,
but obviously this is not so, and therefore action will be taken.

A custom which I feel will soon lose its
populariity is the use ol the Wood’  ark black stones in marriage
exchanges, The owner gives it to the bride's relatives and

Awrm o
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LILIVILA CENSUS PATRO Pages... 9

receives a suitable return of gifts, or alternatively "sells"

‘”Q it to the groom, who then in turn receives the proper renumeration
? from the bride's relatives, within a apecified date. If this

; date is not observed, the marriage is annulled and all gifts

| and the stone return to their original owners, If the marriage
proceeds as planned, the stone is then "sold" to another bride's
relatives, the exchange price going up all the time till it

Bv-% wach LU ius Owder | pecause Qownersnip does rot canange
although keepers of the stone do ) at far more than he received
for it. Frequently now, marriages are arranged without the
intermediary stone, i.e. with a direct exchange of gifts, the

more so since stone owners are realizing that stones are by

no weans assets in the long rua, except for the good=will involved.

GENERAL

The eclipse of the sun which took place
on the 5th February coincided with the patrol's visits to villages.
I had informed several villages of the impending phenomenon
and they showed great curiosity beforehand and a little awe
aftervards at our means of foretelling this. Thus the cpportunity
was taken to embark on " scientific discourses " One however
needed to commence from fundamentals such as that the world 1is
no longer flat,

CONCLUSION

t is the unfortunate case with these
people of letting us do all the talking. Undoubtedly this applies
to rany other places as well, This places the onus on the patrol
officer to conduct, participate in and form the entire group
by himself, on all discussions., It 1s easy to sim.ly assume that
they have nothing worth contributing but this can hardly be the
case. It remains therefore that in order to obtain their view on
anything, one must either hold forth with sheer nonsense to
induce them to correct him, or to spend great deals of time with
them., I found a little success with the former method as the
la.ter was not afforded me. The danger with such a method is
that even far-fetched statements may be accepted as gospel sc that
more often than not confusion will ensue. I only attumpted it
in places where reasonably intelligent individuals were in
evidence and was more succesful than I antiecipated.
Much time simply cannot be spared, as with 35 villages to complete
a lirit must be iposed. Equal distributions of time were attempted
as far as possihle, despite the size of the village, unless ﬂ

e-mething cropped up.
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9910 JANKUIAN - MALEMBOKUA

Constable 2md Ciass:-
Easy-going on good terms with the people, can

be ralied upon to establish and break camp withous’
Supervision,

337 KAUME - OIREBA Sgt., 2nd Class: =

Dependable, Alsciplined, forceful, commands
fair amount of respect by the people,

e e -

L. Valaris.
Officer of the RP&NGC .,
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o ! APPENDIX A
WATER __SOQURCES
‘0 KAIBOLA- Cave water, usab
LIWEBILA= n » S tide.using the same cave.
? IDALEKA - Cave water.
EAPWANI ~ Low tide spring-water supply
14BAI - Cave, 20 mins away. Wells dug during war, too deep.
, KAULIKAU =~ Small wells dug as often as old ones get defiled. 5' deap.
1 e el asne o W so
’ MWATAWA From cave, a few minutes walk.
‘ TUBOADA =~ Small frequent wells, €' deep.
| MUTAWA = Cave water, 10 mins avay.
| LILUTA - As per above, also wacer struck at 10 feet.
: WASAPOLA - As per abcve, also at 10 feet.,
‘4’ TUWADA From creek at beach at low tide. Depth for wells too far
KAIMWAMWA..A - Cave, as ror I.ZLUTA.
5 KUDOKABILIA - Wells, at 10 feet.
: DATIAGILA - VWells, 3 feet,
: WAKAILUVA - Cave water, approximately # hour away. Too deep for wells
§ IOULAOTU - Wells at 5 feet.
5 OMARAKANA - Wells at 6 feet.
KABULULA =~ " at 3 feet.
, KWAIBWAGA - vave water, 14 miles away. Wells have never been tried.
: KABWAKU =~  Wells, at 6 feet.
! f WAKAISA - Ag per above.
{ OKAIBOBWA -  Wells at b feet.
' OBWELIA - As per above
’ OKAIKODA - At 3 feet.
"9 OBROWADA - At 4 foet.
l KAULAGU - Cave, 15 minutes away, Well wartime, water at 30 feet.
KULUVITU - Wells 6' deep.
WAIAKIKI = it L
GILIGALI =~ As per above.
} v LIBUTUMA - As per above.
| MOLIGILAGI =~ From cave, Water at € feet,
JALUMUGWA . - As per above.
|
| 4 9
| ( L. valaris )
Cadet Patrol Officer,
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Director of Native Affairs,
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Forwarded, please.

D¢ rrict Commissioner
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Yo sugusv, iylle

The Listrict Orricer,
Milng say bistrict,

LOSULA PATROL HuPPiT NoeA961-62 -

four coaclusions regsrding area aduinistretion A
eataoliisbed in this Sub Listriet are reasonavly sound baged 1 '
us thc{ are on the rather contradictory information on tue 2 |
subject contained in this report. Jou have alr.ady to ; ,
handle the new Goodenongh Suy, North sast Coast C:E‘ Vogel . .
and Southern Normanoy Gouncils so that I think in 9 :
meantime tact, patience and guidance cre all that is required
in the Iroblanmisy at the same time direct the atteation of

the islancders towards econcmic revelopment and political
avareness.

ihe iuformation given by the Dist.ict Agri~-
cultural Oiiicer regardin& economic potentizl does nct appear
to Le very encouruglngs In fact, it s.ems that serious
consideration will have to Lo given to their ability %o
wbsist «dequately after the next decade without worry
too nucn about cash cropping. I look forvary to Hr. Orwin's
completed survey report.

Un the face of it, a fishing industry woula
saenm Lo De best suited to thelr nveds; upeclally iAf
prosecuted with enerygy and allied to the ort of wood
carvingse. Initially most feOplu are not extremely interested
in the proposition of Local Uovernwent and it is hardly
surprlling congidering the rather tentative approach which

is wmade vo N tive Local “overnuent generally in the lilne
bay Districte

X

v g e — o e
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It is obvious that lack of cash will hinder
cevelopusat of Locel Governuent in this osrea and if land is
as short as is rejorted, it is difficult to see how the
positiocu can ve improved., The Council could well
degencrate into a debatir; soclety, offering nothing.

1f what sr, S2ibh reports is factucl re arcing '
tae chieftan system, 1t would appesr urnece:ssiry to fv
nouinite any purson e.cept perhaps the most lwportant chijef.

dinflst 1t aight Lo true that the Lraditlomal !
systen is decilining on the su:sface, gustom dies hardj b
speclally in an area such a5 tuise +Lhe oplnion of the it
Orficer cculd well e @ over simplirication of the real position. By
Ap arthropologlceel survey uwilcated thut the nowsr of the s
chacls was not wunlng vut aduitt.dly this wae some 1iitle
ti e bulore the duath of litatuka. For instances I cannst
lnagine ilwaldogs of wucllabobe williingly toregoling any of
hils prerogutives oven ot this e
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Itutmththaduonymlounntu
strong as bufors, it would certainly ve an § tice

to the a4 a whole to hand bavk power to their
tmdtttmom:s.

I think will be well advised to
discover the actual situation n this respect from the
“ssistant District Officer Losuia and I wvould mmeh
appreciate Loth of your views.

A-octomprohmznnportctt ;
vell done, Hre S8nith is $o be counended his

report regarding the traditional power still eaves ne
in sowe confusion,

o Ko (' B Y)
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67-1-2 Dapartwent of Hative Affairs,
SAJARAI...EILKE BAY DIS!E;CT.

cdad Joy, “3EL.

., The Assis‘~nt District Officer,
Sub-distric ffics,
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Thark you for the report on thie patrol conducte !
G.P.¥%., Smith to Kuboma Census livision, and your

>
3
Avy ur
-‘,r fz‘ngcovoring pemo 67-1-1 of 20%h June.
#* .
+ .thé gl' The notes covering changes in the traditional leader-
R ! = inhip and allegiances are interesting. Would you consider that
5 the social structure is disintegrating, as suggested by Mr Smith,
{ ‘or

merely adapting itself to new sets of sonditions brought

u
4 ]

£Y§§§ { about by the death of Mitakata, avn® the growing importance of
7= § & cash economy?

'fc’m«a—u

o

by
)

Under the head of "Political Development” it 1is
mentioned that there were three attitudea obeerved towrds
Local Government; they were disinterest, suspicion and opposit-
i\ion., T believe these attitudes will of wge with educatiom, an\
"as the introduction of coumncils is anticipated in the not toeo
distant future, it is imperative to ensure that the people
generslly have a reasonsble understanding of the concept of
ocal government; this might well engander a desire to set wp
a Geuncil, partisularly if the ehisfly system 13 on the wane,
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The notes on Boonomic Development and Land Use have
been discussed with Mr Cox, District Agriculture Officer, and
I enclose for your informa$ion a copy of his um
30-1-A1/SR14 of 12th July, dealing with this section of tke

pasrol report.

I must agrec with his comments that with a steady
pepulation imcrease, and a decrease in the gardening cyecle
period, aue to land shortages, there appears listle hupe of
agrieultural pursuits making a marked contribdution %o a cash
economy without eéndar aring the level of essential food product-

ien.
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Until an agricultural officer e¢an make & survey in
detail, the best course appears to be to concent¥ate on greater
production and better processing from existing pote
extension of marine and handicrafts' production.
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& ' JuL 1962
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(L.d. auuhAlf'l
pistrict Officer.
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resent four year cycle, s ‘ e vieinity
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0ls year we would be unable to attempt zny form
survey (modified or otherwise) as sugzested by ¥
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sub Diatrict Office,
TOSUTA -

Milng Bay Digtrick.
20th June, 1962,

The Distriet Officer,
Bistrict Office,
SAMARAT,

PATROL H0,7/61-62 - KNGOMA = G.P.W,SMITH.P.O.

Attaclied please find 3 copies of above Fatrol report.
t msp of the Census Division is attached for Headquarters' informa-
ion.

Although the Patrol Instructions : a reference to
the revision of Census this was not done after discussion with you
during your visit to Losuia last April and the patrol was one of a
routine check of the Census Pivision.

The information given regarding allegiances to the chiefls,
pre3dent changes in social standards and the attitudes of the ple
to the membership of thcir chiefs in any proposed Council will be
incorporated in ghe survey on the establishment of a Loeal Government
Couneil in the Sub vistrict. It is anticipated that this survey
report will be in your hand in early July.

It is my intention over the next few weeks to visit all
villages in the Kubcoma and Kilivila Census Divisions to check and
slarify material which I have already prepared on the survey rogort.
Needless to say the poiuts raised by Mr.Smith in his report will be
carefully investigated in order that a true picture of the present
situation may be presented.

Eeonoris development remains one of the main problems to
over-comes and, will require the services of specialist officers in
the near {future to ensure any major development along these lines.

With an increase 11 economic¢ development and an intensifi-
cation of presant forms of economic activity I feel that local source:
of revenuve for Cuuneil Tax will be greatly enlargedamd qn.?j' N 0
reasonably high rate of finance to he avalluble for Councll aztivitie:
hera.

The information given regarding land availability is of
great interest and provides basic information for any future investi-
gations on population préssure trends and their offects.

It is pleasing to note that there has been a general im-
provement in the housing situation in the Division . Any major im-
provement. will of a necessity be one which t.akes a number of y.ars
to effect.

I |

| The delay in submitting the report is regretted bul presa-

1 ure of office work here of lJate has been most considerable and only

! one typewriter is at present available to cope with all typing to be
done in the office. A requisition for a new Lypewriter is belng
forwarded under separate memorandum.

'; & Once ggain Mr.Smith has submitted a thoughtful and very
gl comprehensive report and is to be commented for same.

[‘ﬁi' For your information, please

‘ | A&gg.ﬁiﬁf,im&_gmgex .




Mr.G.P.W. Smith,
Patrol Officer,
LoUlAa,

‘ ok

67-3-10

Sub Dist:.ct Office
LOSUJA. .

Aipe tov Ligtpict.
30th March, 1962,

-"p M - ~ Y o
EATRQL - XUBOMA CENSUS DIVISION

% a patrcl to the

Division commeneing on Momday -d April, 1962.

cairel personnel will consist of 2 memiyrs of the RPNGC

patrol can be done by daily trips in

It is antledipated that the patrel will be of approximatelv

In tiecular please check and ensure that previous

Village clsanliness, maintenance of
in the area, clonn.{ng and mainteining

of village plantations and village housing have been ecarried out.

rt upon the progr.~s made in

Mulosaida, Kavataria and Tukwaukwa with regards to the establishing

Alse consult the Matters for attention ca Patreol file to

report on land utilizatiom and waat preoportio
available for crops and alzo whether land

Finally give brief talks iu each village on the establishiny

working. of and requireuents needed for Local Government Coumcils and

I N e

(R.G,Orwin,)

Assista b Digtriet Officer,

® @
Please arr ts to comme:r
Ak make angemen
ant 1 Interpreter. As this
the Land Rover draw suitable rations for your party each day.
3 weeks duration.
Purpos? of the patrol 1s as unders-~
(1) Revision of Consus
(2) Routine mative administration
ingtructions issued regardi
® - village tracks and other
Please also inspect and re
and wvorking of the curing and smoking of fish.
ensure that any complaint or queries requiring action can be
finaliged during the chursy of tke patrol.
A prelim
of this land is actual
is hired out for plantirg of food crcps is required.
® o
Co-cperative Sociesties.
Best wishes for « successful patrol.
e &
A--_-;.- — A . s
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DEPARTMENT OF NA AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM OF PATROL

: / : Losula : Milne Bay
No -0 Subdistrict. oo District
: 2 ’ . » prppen
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village.

to station.

DT A

To KAVATARIA Village.

Return to Station.
To CIVEYOVA Village.
To TEYAVA Village.
Return to station.

ASAISUIA Village.
Return to s*ation.

To TUKWAURWA Village.
Return to station,

To KAPWAPU Village.
To KUDUKWAIKELA Village.
Return to station.

To GUMILABABA Village.
To WABUTUMA Village =25 min,
Returm to station.

To BOITALU Viliage. Talk to
people of BOITALY ana
SUVIYAGILA,

Teo " IVIYAGILA for village
inspection.

To LOBUA Village. Heavy rain
until 1,30 PM,

Return to station,

o -

Depart per M.V.'Pearl'.
Arrive MUWO plantation.
Depart MUWO,

Arrive KIRIBI,Depart for

WAW }‘ I.al“. .
Arrive WAWELA Village.

To OBULAKU V..lage.20 min.,
By eanoe to

'UVI.Return to

root to KAI
r Land Rover.

station pe




Wwednesday, May 16th

Thursday, May 17th

Friday, May 18th

May 19th to May 22nd

Weanesday, May 23rd

Thursday, May 24th

o
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Friday, May
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No.

fo LUYA Village.

To YALAKA Village.
Re turn to station.

To BUDUWAILAKA Village.

To KULUWA
Return to station.

A‘. Stationo

To OKAIBOMA Village

To OKUPUKOPU Village =20min.

Beturn to stat‘on.

To ILALIMA

To OSAPOLA for Villages

in _pection, 5 min,

Talk to people of ILALIMA and

OSAPOLA,

ILALIMA Village inspection.

Return to station.

To KAITUVI Village.

To KWABULA Village for
inspection - 20 min.

Talk to people of KAITUVI and

KWABULA at KAITII,

Village inspectlon KAITUVI,

Return to station.
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Introduction.

This patrol to the Kuboma Census Division was
mainly in the nature of a follow-up patrol to that econducted by
myself ir August,i1961, The patrol was later than planned mainly
due to the fagt that the Kilivi'a patrol was brought forward to
enable Mr E.V.-aris C.P.0. to gain necessary experience befora
proceeding on leave(see P.R.No.6/61-62).

It will also be noted from the diary that the
patrol was broken into 2 sections separated by a period of about
5 weeks. This was necessitated by a sub-district inspection,the
Easter break and the confinement of the patrolling officer's wife.

The revision of cenwms was included in the
patrol instructions but after discussicn wath the Distriet Off’cer
this was discontinued so no figures are submitted.

Patrolling was entirely by day trips and
usually occuried half days as routire office work still had to
be done. Only 2 villages are not oL ,or near, 2 vehicular track.

Since taxation was introduced this is the
first patrol in the area whmxe which has not had tax collection as
its main aim.

Native ALf#drs.

There seems little doubt that the disintegration
of the traditional Kiriwina soriety is proceeding at a faster rate
than a vear or 2wo ago. The mcst populous coastal villages have long
been independant of any chief but their own but changes are now noted
in other villagessmainly the division known as LUBA.

[hese villages weee once under the influence of
the OMARAKANA chief. It appears that on the death of MITAKATA ,the former
Paramount chief,this influence started to lose its force. However,
wher: I wus cn patrol in this area some 5 months after the death of

MIT/KATA it was still customary to take disputes concerning customs and
land to OMARAKANA for settlement.
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The LUBA division consists of “he villages
of OKUPUKOPU,ILATIMA,OSAPOLA,KAITUVI and KWARULA. These villages

previously had to pay tribute to the chief of OMARAKANA with

yams ,betel -nut and pigs. The only village in the area whirh still
claims close ties with OMARAKANA is TLALIM', Ancther village just
outside of this group ,0KAT.'OMA ,was also under the chieftainship of
OMARAKANA, This village is really two,0ILIVILEVI and OKAIBOMA ,very
close ané joined for eensus purposes. OKAIBOMA has also rejected its
ties with OMARAKANA but OILIVILEV1 has not done so as yet.

The reason given for this break in ties was
that the Kiriwina people are entering a period of progress and
therefore have to turn their backs on the old ways. While I believe
that there is some substance to this I also think that the EXEX¥RL
weak personality of the present chief of OMARAKANA has more than a
little to do with it. of course,he has finished the pre-eminence
cf his position in Kiriwina affairs as progress will not let the
Kiriwina people go back again tc the former bondage. Had,however ,he
been of strong personality he probably cov’d have carried on the
leadership of these penple for mary more years,

+ would say that few of the Kiriwina people

u:eally bother themselves over much about progress apait from

emoaning their lack of cash from time to time. The strength of the
KULA trade is still surprising as evidenced by the flocking bo the
station of groups seeking the station vessel 'Pearl' for Kula.
Eviden*ly there were not enough cances and one could sense their

sense of urgency in a matter that transcended all else as they made
their pleas. That is why I doubt the tale of the LUBA's about progress.
I think they simply want to keep their yams and betel-nut in face of
a chief who 1s not strong enocugh to make them part with these goods.

The people are also becoming tc realise that
Administration is here to help them. The one point thut they have not
realised is that we are here to helr them to help themselves, The idea
that the Administraticn might be persuaded to make generous hand-outs
has become fixed in many minds. lew erops appeal but not the planting
of them:this should be done by a special army of Agric. trainees.

™ e e i
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Native Afcairs (cont, )

Another remarkable polnt about Xiriwina is
the almost unbelievable insularity of scme villages. The villages
of LOBUA and OILIFNSI are about 6 miles from the station and the
people of these two places bad not the faintesc: idea of wha
Co-opuratives or Loeal Government were about. Villages in the
sub-district have beel screaming for co-operatives for some time
now and there have been regular meetings to inform the people of
the works of Loeal Goverpment. These other villages prooably have
little idea of what thes things are about but they have at least
heard of them and wmew that they were not different brénd: of *obacco
which the LOBUA people did not.

It 1s most disccu?ins after naving glven,
what you think is a most understandeble 2nd elear aceount of the
necessity for doing certain things to be told 'We only understand
about yams and Kula business'.

HOUSING.

The general housing situation ir the census
division has been amply djscussed ir my previous report end reports
by other officers.

I am pleased to report that the standard in
some villages has noticeably improved since the last patrol. Two
villages have 1ifted their general standard from far below average
to abocve that of some other villages. These are OIVEYOVA and OBULAKTT,
Notliecing that improvemeuts could be made when an effort was made I
prosecuted those that failed to comply with instructions in all village
and am confident that futher improvement will be in evidence by
next patrol.

The housing of the two villages closest to
the statioa,MULOSAIDA and FAVATARIA,is probu.ly close to the worst

¢t Kiriwina. These villages are large and crowded with little x
suitable materials.

s &

-
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1ne roads ot the censuvs division were ,generally,
not .n a very gcod state of repair.Besides “he lack of enthusiasm
of the porulace for road work the very heavy rainfall of April

had washed out holes and made parts of some tracks into
quagmires.

The worst section o: tre roagd system was that
from ILALIMA to XAITUVI end iastructious were given that repairs
were to be effected within a short time or prosecutions would
be launchec,

The two main roads,Losuia-Kaibola and Losuia~
Bast Shore,are bhoth of such size that a regular funds allocation
is necessary to keep them in anywhere near reasonabie eondition.
No funds have been made available uvntil just receatly. The
surface of these roads which was once compacted coral with

bitumenuous binding has broken down and now causes phenomenal
NXE wvear on “yres and vekicle parts.

Leonomic Developme .t and Land Use¢:e

A gensrel survey to gain scme ides of tne
lané availabllity _n the Census division was undertaken. Because
of the time available znd the lack of expert knowledge this
information can only be taken as approximate and used as a basis
for further investigstion. Appendir f of this report shows village
by village the results of the survey.,

The main points seem to be (1) many villages

are short of land (2) these villages rent land regularly from
¢ chers which have surplus land (3) the gardening ecycle is getting
shorter and reaching a dangerous level (4) it seems that the

ivision cannot possibly support more than a 507 population
increase with ablsolute maximum land utilisalion - on present
indications this will be in about 10 years time. Thie is alsc
allowing for even land distribution.

It seems unwise to press for more plantation
areas,for increased cash income,inless areas are available in
sandy soil close to beaches or elseWherctg?gps de not thrive.

A g, T = e T G R
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Economic Development and Land Use, {cont. |

~

BT ~ Even in those villages that have a surplus
of land the planting of coconuts should not be pressed too hard

as Lhe, are a leng term crop and before they mature the land will
probably be required for gardening or for rental tc other villages,

Concefntraticn now shou'? bYe on short term
crops such as rice which can be plantcd and quickly harvested. Rice
also has the advantage of thriving in areas unsuitable for the
staple food crop yTAITU, The eultivation of peanuts as a rotational
crop with rice could prove successful in some areas. Peanuts
have been tried haphazardly but have never re2lly caughc on with
the people ws I think yields are disarpointing.

I would say that a really ccmprehensive
agricultural survey of the whole island and the trying of
exrerimental crops could probab.y considerably delay the point
of populz:ion saturation. Resettlement of Kiriwin.. some time in the
not too distant future has beea suggested but I think that this
should be delayed as long as possible as thcre are probably no
people more atteched to their own territory and sueh a scheme would
meet violent opposition.

Fisheries trainees who returned from DARU
in the early part of this year have started a small industry in
the smoking and curing of fish and the manufacture of fish meal.
The villages of Kavataria,Mulosnida and THkwaukwa 2ll have built
smoke houses and production was started soon after the commencement
of this patrol. The general quality of their products has been
quite good but for these villages whieh contzain 14200 people the
volume of production has been much too small.

The initial price to be paid was 2/6 1b
for smoked fillets and 2/~ 1b for fish meal. Representations were
made to the District Agricultural Officer that these prices were
much too high and new prices were set, These were 2/- or 1/6 1b for
fish fillets depending on quality and fish meal 1/9 or 1/6 1b
according to quality. Cunsidering that imported smoked fillets can
be sold in Australia for 4/- and lessg per pound these prices must
be considered excellent.
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The total fish purchased from these 3 A

villages has been about 500 1b valued at £50. An a’lbocation of

£300 was made by C.A.S.F. Lo buy fish “his financial year and
enly £70 has been spent., I

I dontt think the industry will ever be
@ really big cash earner in this area as fishing,except for trolling

) B 1s not particularly gocod., Mr K.Tomlin,the former Distriet Agricultural
Bfficer ,estimated that
100 1b of fish in a whole day and that much of this
4 Furopean would consider good eating fish.
figures it isg obvious that
than at present,

was not what M
However ,even on these
a much grester income could be earned

The trading of fish from the coastal
villages maxx¥mmgxk for yams from the inland

villages has long been 4
a feature of Kiriwina life.

The coastal villages once planted
only very small gardens and obtained most of their food from
trading with the inlang people. The p
only a small ,or relatively small
from this source. The coastal
“w @ in their own gardens,

ositior has now changed and :
yproportion of the food is obtained §
villages now grow most of their food ;
The exact reaenn for this change ic a 1ittle o
obseure But the main factors I thimk would be (1) the growing

populatiion ot the ecoastal villages

inland

have made it harder for the
:ople to supply large enough quantities of food (2) the
large amount of food purchased by the Administration in theygg;t
few years - I would estimate that the =zmount this financial would 8
be in the vieinity of 250,000 1bs weight and (3) the population :
increase of the inland villages.

The sale of carvings has continued to : ,f

- increase sharply and the demand is hard to fulfill and is getting ' i
beyond tre capacity of part-time management allowing for further ’”ﬁg

expansion. More villages are getting the benefit of the inereased ; |

market so that it is no longer a cash income for the village of

BOITALU only. It was estimated that 450 was paid for carvings in ¥
the first 9 months of this financis" year but buying since then has
beer: at an increased rate.

2 canoe with 10 men would usually eateh '3

-~
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Zeonomie Development and Land Uge (cont,)

+he 1ncreased price for native produce
which became operative on January 1st this year has resulted in
substantial inereases in inceme for some villages. The old price of
1d/1b was increased to 2d/1b to bring prices intc line with other
areas , Villages short of copra have benefited considerably., The
amount paid out this year nearly £1,500 is a considerable sum and
next year's figure will probably be 2,000 - 2,500 because of a
full year of increased prices. Many villages such as & WASAISUIA,
KAPWAPU;KULUWA,KUDUKWAIKELA and LUIA rely almost entirely on the sale
of native produce s a source of income and in many others it is
important as a secondary source. Perhaps a little over half of G.S5.T.A
funds go to the #xUBOMA people. |

Although I have no figures at the
present time copra production does not seem to be running at the same
ievel as last year. My last report contained an inaccuracy in that
I stated that relatively few villages had plantation areas of coconutz,
Most. ,in fact ,do have plantations but a tremendous percentage are
barreh and of no commercial use. The number of mature nuts in the
Census division is 30,685 accordin to a cencus recently undertaken.
0f these about one third are useless being senile and an other third
are rather poecr. There are very few young trees that have been
properly planted most having simply grown from shot nuts.

Last patrol orders were issued to
clean all plantation areas and this was done in the majority of cases
even where the plantation was of little value, The overgrown state
of most plantations must have contributed considerably to their
unproductivity and it probably now too late to hope that any benefit
will acerpe by way of increasing yields, However,it may EEEE sbew
slow down the rate of yield loss.another worthwhile point is that
increased production may result i -hat ,with a clean area,immature
nuts do not have to picked from the trees before they are lost in the
undergrowth,

Ancther opportunity to increase cash
income for the villages ol the LUBA division might be the marketing
of crabs. This division has large areas of mangrove swamp in whieh
crabs of gocd size and quality abound and the regular air service
to Port Moresby might provide an outlet,

r~ A ———— o oo™
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I ahd a talk to these people and enquired
whelner they could guarantee .o deliver to the station a set number,
say 100,good sized crabs tmxthm each week on a glven day ana they
rerlied that thisg was easily possible., My idea is thal these crabhs
could be brought, to the station on Thursday rornings ,cooked in boilers,
and irmediately air freighted to Stel 'ships and Burns Philp freezars.
4 fair sized erab waighs approximately s3x 14 1b and ,should freezer
rates of 9d/1b be obtained kyx from Patair could be freighted to
Moresby at a cost of 1/- each, With rayment of 1/~ to the people here
it means that the landed price in Port Moresby would be 2/- which A
1s not excessive. The main problem is the keeping qu€§1&f§§ for the
few hours to Moresby but visitors to the island have found that
there was no difficulty. The income of £5 per week or £250 per annun
does not appear much but it is over twisce the amount which has buen
annually ecollected in tax from the area. A letter has been sent te
both companies to sound out their interest in the scheme.

The introduction of Lo-operative Societies
is eagerly awaited by smmae villages while there are a few not very
keensmainly because they have little in the way of cash crops. The
villages have banded themse 'vos into groups and opened village
Savings Bank accounts. They have more or less got the idea firmly
fixed that they can form exch their own little soclety.x2xakx Tallks

were given on the subjeet . CoGoperative Societies and it was made
quite r that any sonle., would have to embrace g great number
of vill % to have a suffisient volume of business;and that unti]

such time as a society can "~ started under the proper guidance of
the Co-operative Branch,the, ould do well to wuse the time trying
to get some method into the production of their cash income., 1 tried
to have special days appointed when all villagers would tarn their
efforts to fishing for the fish curing industiry. This suggestion was
well received but judging by the volume of produc’ion not yet acted
upon.,

Unfortundately we Just have not got the
staff to push the people with their various economie projects, We ean
from time to time make suggestions but these suffer from lack of
foliow up. Economic activities in the sub-distriet could profitably
occupy the retention of one officer for Just that purpose. The present
provision for coping with economic develooment is nopelessly inadequate,

T at
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4 The establishment of Loeal Government
vouncil in the Trobriand Islands is exp:cted within the near
i accordanece with Administration policy to

bring as many
rossible under Area Administration. It was part of my

during this patrol

to improve the peonle!

s information on
Loeal Government and also to try to gain scme impressions of their
< ‘ initial at titude,

The one thing I am sure of is that the
f‘h u 44~Jn‘obriand Island pecple do not NEED
ke .

Loeal Gevernment .This does not
AﬂquQ that Local Government will

nﬁﬁﬁh L not succeed or that it should not be
odueced. The neon]
P N

eople of most areas having been under European
influence for some time have dropped their old customs and have not
the economic ability to take on the European way of 1lile, This means
they are in a vacuum between the old and the new and need something
to £i11 that vaeuum and keep them progressing. ilew economiec ventures

filling the vacuum
Councils give them a new leve])

therefore appeal to them as

and Local Government

of the prestige wiiich was taken
away by the Administraticn 1in the name of law ag orcer. They then

have something co compensate for their former cuiture. However,in the
Trobriands the pecple have not lost very much of their culture and
. feel little deeirs for ary inovati

ons which may alter the status quo.
Their main progressive idea is the de

limited to the amount they can
n

3 re "

lor eash but even that is

12}

obtain

without 3Jue inconvenience, If

the acquisition of money means going away to work ther 90% of the
present population are not i terested, It is true that the chiefly

system is fading but other customs are dying a lot harder,

The variouas attitudes I met

to Loeal

Government can be summed up

in three headings (1)

;3 ©® (2) suspicion (3) opposition.

Lack of interest

Lack of Intarest.

The p=opl

e definitely are not at the
time extremely interested in Local Covernment - or even a
for that matter. I have never cnce had

an,body approach me
hen Iocal Government was e»ected or request more informaticn,
ey do,however,continually
refyl

Yy ask about Co-operatives.
{?,1 &y NBD
' reiully explain tha
L

Local Tovernment cannct he forced upen them unless the;,'ha*:elves,

wwven though 1 ea
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the staff here,at pfesent,
aign in anything like the pproportions ifi needs.

r
-
o

reas,n~*tably OBULAKU,an
Liages, a aucleus of oppositiovn based on basie

woriings of area administration., When asked for reasons
res gl ! weee evidentiy thought up on the spot as

M

"~
“
"y

che real reasons.

It is true that som~ people think their
will rui. them out of Council affairs but the main reason
woount for this attitude is our Legisletive Couneil
"ADI, Hi3s nosition as second only to VANOI n the
Airiwina means that he has consideraktle _.afluence on
als~ means that,inthose villages which ha/e not oveen
of CMARAFANA ,there is a fear of a WAIBADI con‘rolled
not peesilie to dispel this fear at present as the
Legislative Council,

the position of the
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A lot of WAIBADI's Sappoeters take it {or
granted that Le is the emerging 'hig bosgs' of Kiriwina. The coastal
viliages have a definite fear of an OMARAKANA dominance especially
those ruled by strong TABALD classes,

“hereas the villages eited above were not
extremely happy about Lowal Government they 1ia not give any real
impression that they would be extremely hard to eonvince of tle
benefits of a ecuneil,

Objections of more conzrete form were
gimwen by various reople in the villages of Kavataria ang Muloisaiza,
The main reasons wem were:-

1e The chiefs of these villages did not want to sit al any eouncil
with the chisfs of Omarakana, This is based on the fact that
onee Mulosaida was the most powerful village and resentns the
loss of their influence te Omarakana.

2. Various people said they had already enough peole to obey
and that they wanted nothing else beslides the present way of
administration and the Misgion.

In all villages where the question was
asked ;and I must adwit that T asked 1t only vhere th. pe€ople were not
happy about councils,the people said they would prefer to payr their
taxation to the government rather than to the counecils.

A 1ittle thought was shown by some peopla
when they rai_ed objections to the establirlment of a couneil on the
grounds that .hzsre were no people on ¥iriwina who understood enough
or who were well enough educaged to take on eouneil resporsinility,

These people were assured that the a- ministration officers would give
the couneil members their full support sad guldance so that thay eould

eventually ,earn theo workings of the couneilx and take more

responeibilily chemselves.
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not. a barrier to democratic councils,
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Poljtical Development. (econt,

Perhaps the most important point in the
establishment of a council in tl.is area is the

establishmert, It seems that all or most of its members,according to
the

vae¢ urrent trend,are to be nominated fre.a the ranks of the chiefs.

method of its

This was a point T assumed for a long cime bu’ recent observations

tend not to make me very confident iPaL this is the best method.

iny flrn

“M “‘:. ‘W‘ ;‘, Y 4 WW is based entireiy on the assumption

41&./‘«00that most of the peonle are subject to the power of their chiefs

and therefore gny other form of repre:
would be ineffective. It has been long

ntation but by the echiefs
recognuised that che power .
over the people has been declining and just how much

‘b ﬁmuw& wer most of them gtil} pn tain is very hard to j‘.ldge. To ask

questions about the power of the chiefs will usually not bring

aqpuuodhq.ﬂaccurate answers and 1 deu . if any Furopean could be very definite

e s ect

_ t . 4 -
d 0 2 o-vlwa&,‘«vct(wu ‘-1 %'“Q‘ MM‘QFSO')&? TpRER opinion now is,that apapt

from a few strong chiefs,their power has waned so much that they are

Even the most powerful of the

chiafs has only authority over a certain range of subjects and his
power 1s not absolute by ar- 'sans. Ie has power in relation to his

to his wealth and his knc -€ of local tradition. The weaker
chief's are not ac powerfu. ., other men in the village e.g the best

garcener, There is a certa‘n amount of rrestige attached to rank
but in itself it does not necessarily carry with it power, They may
be likened .o the British aristocracy who also no longer have

powel except through wealth or eminence ’n political life.

AAA A A Gank There 1s only culef in the KUBOMA area
ho might be a man of considerable power. ::at is SIKWAIDOGA of
;UMILABABA, He owns much of the village land and &lsc the actual

land on which the village is built which gives him the power to expel
from the village those who ineur his displeasure. Just the same he
!s handicapped ia that he formerly resided at MULOSAIDA and knows

little about the GUMILAPAPA lands or history %hus he probably does

¢t have any more influence with the people than the Village Constable

of the village.




TERRITORY OF PAPUIA AND NEW GUINEA

¥ In Reply
Psl 3 Please Quote

No.

Eolitical Deveddpment (cont,)

By nominating members to the council
all we may accomplish is to give new life to a'dying horse' and
reédard the rate of progress of the people. It would caly tend to
perpetuate a dying aristoeratic rule against the wishes of the
majority of the people. What have we to leose by holding the normal
councll elections? The main peints are these:-

If the chédéfly rule is not as strong as some suppose it *o be
then it is an injustice to the people to hand back power to :
the chiefs even though the people would probably rot object
openly. It certainly would slow down the soeial advancement of
the sub-district.

If the wmm chiefs still have enough power to compel the
subjection o the people then only chiefs or their heirs will
be elected as they would not pass up this opportunity f
enriching their prestige by having the powers as councillors=
not the forward Kiriwina people. Should it then happen that
the chiefs were able to secure their places then at least the
normal machirery will be there and will show in the elections
vhether or not the chiefs are losing the‘r power and not leave
it to a guess in 5 or 10 years that now is the time for
elections =mut.

I am sure the mzjority of the people do not want their chiefs
to be the Local Government Councillors but would prefer men
with a bit more education and outside contact. Naturally,a

few of the chiefs will qualify on this score and be elected
simply as the best men for the job. I have heard rumors to the
effect thal thmxpmmpiex a lot of the people are apprehensive
that it will be a council &t chiefs as they do not think they
have >nough decire for progress and are mostly illiterate,

Since the death of MITAKATA the fa®m ini'luence of the ehief of
UMLRAKANA has greatly decreased in area. Whereas this influence
was probably ecnce the maia stumbling block to normal council
development i is now of much small r proportions.
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Politial Deyelopment (cont.)
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that of custocdian of social custom and court of appeal in
traditional matters than that of administrator. The Administration
has not taken away tihése functions of his and he will not be
slighted that he is not the one to help formulate Goverrment
programmes. In all but the few tightly contiolled areas the

work of the Village Constable in this Sub-Distriet has proceeded
on normal lines. This should not be the case if he has been
subject to the law of a chief. For the Kiriwina there &se two
authoritiesjthat of the Covernment and that of the chiefs and
the 2x two are not confused in their minds,besides which the
latter influence is waning

The poiits above are my peirsonr' o1 servations
which,of course,are open to questios but I do {1ink thaiu,because
Xiriwina is the delight of anthropolog.-~ts,mExshsuiaxnskxXetxsux is
no reason to base our conclusions thaf the oxtraordinary social
arrangements will oucweigh other important considerations. There is
a definiteu¥3} caution and to approach the establ ishment of a counecil
with a mind alert Yo,but not elouded by,the position of certain men in
the socliety. It will need a tremendous amount of work to whip up
any degree of enthasiasm and more to bring about comprzhcnsion of
council administration. In my mind the counecil must start w'.th tiae
normal eclectoral process and have the people either eleci their
chiefs or any other person they deem to be ccmpetent,.

No medical orderly was thkker on *he patrol as
there has been a high level of medical activity in the census
division 3ince my last patrol.

No praise can be too high fcr the amount of
work the Public Health Department has done in the area recently. All
villages lLave been spray:d and maiarial supp-essives distributed as
the first stage of th~ alaria eradication scheme. A mild outbreak of
diptheria resulted in ti« ‘- seulation of many hundreds of children
with triple antigon and ¢ ‘other scheme is the B.C.G. innoculation of
young children against T.B. No doulb’ these programmes will result
in a further increase in the rate of popu.tion growth,
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remains only a hopeful thought. The coastal villages,as a rule,
will adop: the usage of latrines built over the sea but attempts
to ge+ the peorle to use pit latrines have met with little succass
except in one or two villages,

CONCLUSION,

As deseribed in the Introduction the patrel was
interrupted on several oecasions and at all times had to be done
in conjunction with office work which muant there was always a
definite time 1imit on the time that could be spent in any of the

villages. As long as there is no increase in the staff of the sub~-

distriet Patrol work must suffer to some degree, Following the
last KUBOMA pat=ol report a Land Investigation and Survey has to be

undertaken for the purchase oi the land on which the Yiriwina aire-
strip 1s situated. This is l.kely to involve several weeks work and ,
to date,time has just wot been avialable.

It will be noted that several of tb. usual
headings for patrol reports such as Education,Village Officials,
Rest Hnuses and Barracks etu have been omitted as they were
discussed in my last report and ihere tas nothing requiring further
com.ent.

As will be seen frou the length ol the section
I am particularly concerned about Eeonomic Development. This is
particularly important in view of ths high rate of populaticn increase.
Schemes for the introduction of Local Gevernment are all very well
bul seer. to rest on a base of clay if an equally strong effort is not
made to increase cash income. I know what the ave:age Kiriwina
would prefer;more cash or Local Government. It is quite ! ,sond the
presamt staff to do more in the econorie 'ine but 1 am sure that,
given constant guidance,the income of the arei would show a small
but steady increase when all avenues were exploited fully,
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A coastal village where fishing is an important Q_ §

source of food. Village also trades fish for yams firom the inland
villages but most food is grown in the village gardens.

The village has enough land for its present
population and perhaps for another 150 population incresse. Most or

the 1:nd is very hard to cultivate being filled with limestone
outerops.

Garden ~ycle 5 years,
Kavataria - Pop.t50 __Resident Pop. 388

As for Mulosajda. Can probably support another
150=200 peonle.,

Garden cyzle 5 years. :

Sdvevova = Pop.213 Resident Pop, 207
Coagtal viliage, Fishing important for food and }sfj
yam trading but most food supplied from village gardens, k1
R
Ingufficient garden land and rent land every "
year from KUDUKWAIKELA or WASAISUIA, Most own land very poor, ;|
Garden cyecle 4 years, g &
AVA - 1 Regident Pop, 129. K1
Coastal village. Has hardly any land at all,

On&cgot a lot of food by trading fish for yaws but now because of 1
lack of canoes this trade is not big encugh. 4
Village rent- land every year from TUKWAUEWA , f;

OIVEYOVA and KAPWAPU, Their own land is mostly pocr. I\

%

AN
Carden eycle 4 years, 5

B

f 3

n Reply
APPENDIX 1. .
No.
LAND AVAILABLIITY SURVEY,
M""ﬁ"'iA 3 "~ o e .,
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WASAISUIA -

Fop, &9 Jesident Pop,81.

An inland village with sufficient land for
® land to OIVsYOVN village but has not got
Most of their lana is Tairly poor srd rocky
lon of 1t wags spoilt by Arm, installations during

its needs, Sometimes rent
& great deal of excess,
ani a fair proport
the wa_

Garden cycle 4-5 years,

“UKHAUKWA - Pop,513 Resident 155,

A large coastal village that also depends
sea for food and to trade for yams, Has nearly encugh land

§ pecple but rents iand every 3rd year from MILIGILAGI ,O0KUPUK IPD
or ILALIMA, Most of their 1:nd is poor and rocky.

on ths
for it

Garden ecycle 57 years,

{n inland village whese land holdings are
fairly large. However ,wartime installations have spoilt a very big
pPropertvion of their good land g2z the Losuia airstrip) tnd they

will have to start renting land from K

DUFWATKELA next year, This
village casinot fupport a much larger ropulation, ’

Glarden cycle 4-5 pears.

EURUKWAIK .24 - Fop,91 Resident Pop,91

An inland vil
land. Rents land to other village

support a much larger population,

lage with rlenty of good garden
8 in the area and could probably

Garden cycle 5-6 years,

4 e - D o e 1Sk 45 A o
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GUMILABARA - Pop, 253 Reaident Prm 23R

at present., Could probably support over 400 people.
Garden cycle %-5 years.

WABUTUMA - Pop, 155 Resident Pop,152.

of 200, Most of the garden land is poor and rocky.

Carden cycle % years,

BOITALU = Pgp,137 Tesident Pop.137

and probably enough for a population of 180-200 peoprle. Mueh of
although there are a few sreas of gooa ,coral frce lana,
Garden cycle 5 years.

SUVIYAGILA - Pop, 60 Resideut Pop, 6C

A small village with enough garden land for
its popnlation but not enough to rent to other villages. Has a lot
of land swamp or semi-swamp where water is struck toetlose to the
surface for the planting of yams. Could not supp
ropulation. CGarden land in use is fairly good/

ort a very large

Garden cycle 5 years.
LORUA
NAXEEX = Pop,i112 Reslden Pop,112,

present populaticn. The general quality of the land is quite fair
being half the rocky coraline scil and half relacively coral free.

Garden cycle € years.

An inland village with ample garden land for
current needs and which cculd support a much bigger population than

an inland village with sufficient land for its
presenc needs but could probably not support a population in excess

An inland village with encugh land for its needs

its area is swamp and its garden land mostly like that of GUMILABABA

A viilage with encugh Ysné to support twice i+ts

%
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QILIEST - Pop,11 Resident Pop.1%

A very small village with plenty of land.

; Has enough to reat to cth-» TR Y L X L PULE P o) O
; poepulation of about 80, E&
4 %
Garden cycle 6 years. ;g
é %

=

WAWELA - Pop,98 Regddent Fop,58

A small villege on the Lastern side of .

‘
' Kirlwina at the extreme South of the census divisiorn. Even tLoigh in i} |
i a4 sparsely populated area has not got mach garden 'iud as it is @?
2 situated on the narrow waist of Kiriwina vwnich is a raised ridge of 59
i almost solid limestone with hardly any soil. The village rents land &i
from SINAKETA in the South Kiriwine Census Division. "
* Although there is not much land fish are pgf
z plentiful and one of the main food sources. ]
. &
' Garden cycle 3 gear . ?i
g OBULAKU - Pop,113 Resident Pop.113. ;f
| ® i
d A coastal village on the opposite side of the ';}
; island from WAWELA, Has very little land as mos% is either part of the ?f
i limestone ridge or margrove swamp t¢ the North., Rents land gvery year ;3
§ from KWABULA and SINAKETA, ;
' Gardern eycle 3 years.
{
i LUYA - Pov,172 Regident Pop,172.
<) @
| An inland village with sufficient land for i
{ an increase of about 5C% in the population., Most of the land is rather ‘ﬁ
: poor &
| Garden cycle 4 jears. i%
JALAKA - Pop ,216 Resident Pop,215
1 Andéther inland village with plenty of good
garden land as wall as a 1ot of semi-swamp land which would probably ?
S be very suitable for rice. i -
a

R

o

et o ———— o — PO,




"—Y‘—-—_;,,_, i 2R

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Reply
Please Quote

No.

e

_Tr4e —-1ia. e deag pot renl any land to other

inose cad popilation.

villages and could support & much
Gardan cycle 5 years.
BUL JAATLAKA ~ Pop, P4 Resident P p, 94

of gcod garden

Ancther village with plentiy
population. Could

O] R

land which is not all needed because of the small
support » substantial populaticn.

Garden cycle 5 years. p
KULUWA - Pop.98  Resideit Pop.98.

This village has a fair area of land but %
mostiy of the type unsuitable for the cultivation of staple crops. :
Water is struck close to the surface mmax but their land may be
suitable for the eultivation of rice.

The village has to runt 1and every year from 5
BUDUWAILAKA village.

207

QKAIBOMA

A village at the Southern part of the division. |

i A

Has encugh land but most of it 1s very rocky and hard to cultivate
but nevertheless the village could support a much increased population.:

Garden cycle 7=8 yeurs.

194 Resident Pop. 192

Has not quite enough land for its present

ropulation and has to rent land from ILALIMNA village. Most of
the garden 1and is of good qua’ity.

arden eycle 5 ywars,

{LALIMA = Pop,99 Hesddenl rOD. 93

!
|

e




KAIZUV] - Pop.€4

double its

IWAFULA - Pop, 26

would be capable of sur

gggclggion.

Yi,

an acute lang shortage
OIVEYOVA,ORULAKU and
70C which is 167

short of lan¢ and dependent to varying

and occasionally have to rent land or scon will have t
vill Lages TU}”AURYA&KAPLAIU, have a population of
Villgge of KULUWA with a population of 100 is to 1} ineludegd
KILIVILA Census ivision heaceforth and will not be
calsulat;

TERRITORY of PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

I'n Re {)l)
F o0 Pleas: Quore

A'h@ re ) -
wae viaiiuge araen lang is
ent

-t “Mangrove Swamp in tkis area and
of p 1 v )
POOr quality, ‘here 1s,kowever,enough
T’Opulation h'“ 8

+ N Y .
ROt encygh to sy ipport s much increased

for the pres
population,

1Tien cyele 3 years,

as just enough land for its

bepulacibn
iely short garden eycle. There are
Yetwoen
area much smaller than

as witnesgsed by the
extensive

presznt
extrer;

a:‘e L 1 : {

as of mangrove Swamps ILALIMA ang KWABULA villages
which makes the lang
vould appear on a map.

Garden cyele 3 Yyears,

Regident 66,

Not short of land 8nd coyle probably support
present bopulation,

ngﬁjggg Qggﬁ

A sirall village which owns

a lov of land arg
Supporting a 'opulativn of

about 150,

As can be seen there are few vill

ag
at the moment, The villazes of TEYAVA yOKUPUHOPU
WAWELA with a total population of Just over
of the total population of the

s whiech have

Census Division are
extents on other vi lages,
Another group of villages have Just suffioci-
0o Thesge
about 70C alsoc. The
be in the

‘ count
i

n3 for this census divisis
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e in populat.un
b g ’ le. There is 1 ubt that the population
"M% ,while no higher than scme pleces in the highlands,

]

it nece iry to plant compariti 3
nd gardens are among the biggest,I
frou is sold ( it 1s
r ~ " the whole crop) none goes to waste.
villages of MULOSAI_A and
LY ! ight to be rather zhort of land

rt a much larger population and this
mn accordingly. However,' doubt very much that they
‘elying or. many jyourg ncoplc able %o

2

N
appreclated khuxstt that 1° very ¥

. A ’ - €
n on the lan” situation. The g:
However ,some villages rent fron cther

¥

I

i

reced to rent land. “his is mostly for

ruacion of gardens.

villages which have
and may assum hat they nevir will as they

2

at what was sufficient for them may not be snfficient

3
hil“ren. This *»abjlity to grasr the eflents of the ?p

1

may mean %“hat some villages who c¢laim to have

P " ~

~ - a2 & e P - o v [ ¢ { » 0 ~ { $ 4
and \y have tha xcess only for a short time.
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L) dunbe -2 DAL, LAl ¢ Conduct. ~{__m§2_w .

6333 Poiwa~-Fairipa Const.5th Yr. Good leliable member.,

) i g " " o 3 " . " : 3
7039 Evare=-Ajai Const .5th Yr / Geod Consistent worker.

S S G.PW.Smith - ORJP.N.G.C.
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