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Letters

Dear Editor,
I am responding to an article by Jeanne

Hammons in the January 1989 issue concerning
the issue of capital punishment. I think this
article contains some serious errors of logic as
well as a serious misunderstanding of the prob-
lena of crime.

Hammons first asserts that the death penalty
acts as a deterrent for would-be murderers. I
believe that any survey of crime statistics
would show that a very large proportion of
murders are not premeditated. Even when you
take into account those who deny premeditation
as a legal maneuver, still many murders are acts
of fury in which the intent is to lash out. Yet
others, though premeditated in a sense, are
accomplished under psychological conditions
of extreme duress. None of this is to argue that
such individuals should not be held account-
able, just that in such instances the death penal-
ty apparently does not act as a deterrent. It is
not considered. Therefore, Hammons first
argument seems to not apply for a significant
proportion of murders.

Hammons next states that the prison envi-
ronment is not one of rehabilitation but of crim-
inalization. Here she is presumably arguing
that murderers not receiving the death penalty
would most likely not be reformed. I agree that
this is likely to be the case. However, I do not
seehow this is a persuasive argument in favor
of capital punishment. The death penalty is
even less likely to reform those who receive it.

A third argument for the death penalty given
by Hammons is that American citizens are in
favor of it. I would in turn assert that, like
abortion, American citizens are both in favor of
and against it. The statistics vary on whether a
majority of Americans are in favor of it.
Hammons asserts that the persistence of capital
punishment as an American institution proves
its popular acceptance. It is my perception that
it has been a hotly debated institution in
America for a long time and that the death
penalty is, if anything, becoming less frequent.

Hammons asserts that the popularity of capi-
tal punishment has been a result of its effective-
ness at combating capital crime. Furthermore,
this statement is akin to saying that the popular-
ity of illicit drugs in the United States is due to
its effectiveness at making the country a more
pleasant place to live. The conclusion does not
logically follow from the evidence.

One real problem with the death penalty is
its cost. Our legal system very effectively pro-

tects those accused of crimes from bad deci-
sions and biased accusers. For better or worse,
this means that there are many avenues of
appeal for sentences as harsh as death. This
undoubtedly makes a sentence of capital pun-
ishment, whether carried out or not, as expen-
sive as a life sentence. Until our legal system
changes, capital punishment is likely to become
less popular due to its price. We have also to
consider the inhumanity of several years spent
on death row hoping for an overturned sen-
tence.

Personally, I oppose capital punishment on
humanitarian grounds as well as for the reasons
stated above. Crime has no easy answers.
Rehabilitation has no easy fonntdas. But lets
not repeat the murderer’s crime in an effort cir-
cumvent these difficuh questions. It doesn’t
work.

Sincerely,
Kendall Kroese~:

Dear Mr Kroesen,
I appreciate your time and effort in reading

and responding to my article. I am always
open to feedback, and I am pleased that my
journalism has motivated you to respond so
profoundly. Effective documentation of sensi-
tive issues is designed to generate controversy.

! would like to emphasize, however, that my
article was not intended to be an exercise in
precise logic. A list of reason to reject the
death penalty which includes "Mike Dukakis
and Ted Kennedy oppose it" as key concern is
not based on textbook style logic. The article
was more opinionated and light in tone. A
completely serious analysis of the issue would
have entailed extensive research and the pre-
sentation of direct evidence, as I’m sure you
realize.

Furthermore, your response included sever-
al logical skips itself. In your second para-
graph you argue that the death penalty does
not act as a deterrent in many cases becattse
the crime occurs spontaneously. Yet capital

. . -... .

punishment is not even an issue ion such cases,
as it is only applicable to premeditated
killings. The following paragraph concludes
with the sentence "The death penalty is even
less likely to reform those who receive it." The
death penalty is obviously not intended to be a
measure of reform - it is intended to serve as a
means of punishment and to set an example for
potential murderers. Prison, on the other
hand, does seek to reform criminals while at
the same time punishing them for their trans-
gressions against society. Furthermore, your
analogy comparing capital punishment with
illicit drugs ... is laughable, it is a product of
your bias against the death penalty rather than
an objective comparison.

Lastly, ! will concede that the implementa-
tion of the the death flenalty is costly, yet no
more so than paying for food, living expenses,
books, and televisions for incarcerated mur-
derers serving life sentences ... not to mention
the cost of buihling new facilities due to the
problem Of overcrowding.

-Jeanne Hammons

Dear Editor:
Beware of the "Act for Better Child Care

(H.R. 30). It is not only an attempt to take
more money from us in order to give us less
back, but it also provides the opportunity for
the Department of Education to dictate the cur-
riculum of day care centers, so our children can
more easily and thoroughly be turned into good
little State worshippers. If government would
just get out of the way there would be no child
care "crisis." (Have you noticed how govern-
ment creates a crisis and then uses it as an
excuse to restrict your freedoms?). Removing
zoning, working-in-the-home and many other
restrictions like the one that requires any home
that is used to care for six or more children t~
have separate boys and girls bathrooms with
wheel chair access, then the market place will
quickly respond to the demand for quality child
care at least cost. Government involvement in
education has increased its cost and reduced its
quality. Government involvement in day care
will make it expensive and mediocre as well.

If the parents in this country don’t send a
resounding NO THANKS to Washington, D.C.,
then I and other Libertarians will be disappoint-
ed to learn that the parents of this country con-
cur with the bureaucrats who believe that par-
ents are incapable of determining for
themselves what constitutes good child care and
good value.

Sincerely,
William T. Holmes

Dear California Review,
I have noticed a definite decline in the quali-

ty of quotes on the last page of each issue of
CR. I thought that you could be running out of
the good quotes, so I felt it is my duty as a CR
supporter to supply you with nay favorite
quotes. If you like them, great! Use them. If
you don’t, I don’t care. Toss them out. Do
whatever you think is best.

I would like to thank you for being level-
headed amidst such liberalism. The California
Review is the only publication on campus that
really knows what is going on.

Sherry R. Lowrance

Editor’s Response:
Miss Lx)wrance, ! enjoyed the enclosed

quotes and you will find a number of them on
the back page of this issue. I must disagree,
however, in regard to the declining quality of
the quotes. Rather, the quotes in last month’s
issue were simply less overtly political and ide-
ological. Thank you for supporting the Review.
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Election Illogic

It appears as though the citizens of Jamaica
have been smoking too much ganja. Former
Prime Minister Michael Manley, has been
swept back into office. Manley, a radical
socialist who led Jamaica to near economic col-
lapse in the 70’s defeated Prime Minister
Edward Seaga, a strong ally of the Reagan
administration. The fact that Seaga prudently
led Jamica out of economic catastrophe created
by Manley’s policies seemed not to sway the
majority of Jamaicans.

Old-Fashioned
Justice

The following appeared in The Wall Street
Journal.

Barbara Mikulski, a leading Senate liberal
from Maryland with an %85 ACLU rating,
wants to bring back some early enforcement
techniques for dishonest S&L owners. "I’d like
to put them in a stock," she told the Senate yes-
terday. "I’d like everybody that’s got a certifi-
cate of deposit ... to get together and tack a
whack at some of them." Warming to her sub-
.jeer, the Senator added: "Two hundred years
ago we would have tarred and feathered thern
and run them our of town on a rail. Maybe we
gotta get back to some old-fashioned justice."
We welcome Senator Mikulski to the forces of
law and order, and look forward to hearing
what punishment she has in mind for crack
dealers.

Too easy!

Supernatural

Alibi

Gary, "The Bucket," Parris, a part-time window
washer from Grass Valley, was convicted of
starting the "49er" forest fire which decimated
21)0 homes and 33,0(Y0 acres in Nevada County
area last September. Parris claims that super-
natural beings impelled a burst of wind that
fanned away strips of burning paper that he had
used for toilet paper. The judge must now
decide whether Parris is insane or just has an
imaginative sense of humor.

More from Sociology

Professor Douglass

J. Kevin Bell compiled the lol-
lowing "Best of Douglass Quotes," from the
eminently quotable Professor Jl) Douglass.

"Back in the 60’s it was very
exciting being at a University.
Riots were taking place all over
the country. At UCSD, Angela
Davis and her followers were tak-
ing over buildings and staging sit-
ins. We all thought Angela was
.just an tAr.llJ_0.iff3, marxist, but
unfortunately it turned out later
that she was a pro-soviet interna-
tional communist."

"How many of you (students in
his class) are planning on taking
the ~ midterm?" Most c![
the ~’lass raises their hamls.
"Yeah, I’ll helieve that when ! see
il. Probably only one-third ot’
you will show up and if its sunny
out, none of you will show up!"

The Revicw fi,cls it is a very sad (yct fim)
rq[h’ction on our Sociology Dept. when the
pro.lk’ssor has convinced himself that merely a
sunny thly will deter all students J?om showing
tep.]hr a midterm. Further, only in the
Sociol~gy Deparmwnt (actually, inch.to their
friends in the Communications Dept.) would 

l’n!fessor make boih the midterm and the
paper. ~.

U

Junk Academics

Recently an issue of the "U", had an article by
a student from Brown under the headline:
"Unusual classes offer challenge and a fresh
change of pace." The following is a sample of
some of these "electic" courses from Brown and
elsewhere in the country which surely do not
belong in Institutes of Higher Learning.

The Life of Birds

Adornment as Art, which devotes 75% of its
time to jewelry making.

African Drumming and Dance, (UCSD bongo
beaters would enjoy this one).

Film, Music and Video, students are intellectu-
ally stimulated by watching MTV.
The grand booby prize goes to a community
college outside Syracuse which offers a credit
course titled The Soap Opera.

They, belong in
the Politburo

A recent article in The Wall Street Journal
reported the tmfortunate news that the 1988
elections seems to have reduced support for
free market principles in the House and retained
the status quo in the Senate. In the l(XJth
Congress, the average House member support-
cd free market principles only 34.9% of the
time while the average senator was a little bet-
ter at 40.6%. This is down from 39.6 and
4(). I f/, respectively in the 99th Congress.
Communists everywhere from Beiking to
Moscow have come around to acknowledging

the supremacy of the market over government
planning, isn’t it about time our Congressmen
wake up and love the market?

OO0000000000000000QOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOO0000000000000000, In Review
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AS Cupcakes

On a recent Monday, Vice Chancellor Joe
Watson and a couple AS members gave out
cupcakes to anyone who would offer their opin-
ions about how to improve UCSD. The
Review has enough proposals to fill a file cabi-
net. First, dismiss Joe Watson and his repres-
sive social policies. Next, get rid of the college
originally christened Lapata-Zimbata (what we
know as Third College), rename it William
Bennet College, and institute a core curriculum
based on the great works of Western
Civilization. Then put the Review in charge of
undergraduate affairs and UCSD would be on
the road to being a truly great school.

China Review?

- A private magazine exhorting Chinese intel-
lectuals to be louder in their demands for
democracy and human rights has been launched
by a group of Chinese dissident intellectuals.
The magazine, titled New Enlightenment, calls
on chinese intellectual no only to change their
way of thinking but to "act" on these changes.

Need a Job ?

UCSD seniors who are planning on graduat-
ing this spring and are having a hard time find-
ing a job, need look no longer. The U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration has many posi-
tions available south of the Rio Grande. The
only problem is that there is a good chance you
will be tortured to death or at least your life wid
be threatened. It has become so dangerous
down there that only half of the DEA’s 40 slots
in Mexico are currently filled.

Any Volunteers

A professor at Rensslaer Polytechnic
institute plans to conduct a study of how col-
lege students get drunk. Factors he will look at
include party density, dancing space and sex at
parties. He better finish his study fast before
Joe Watson finds out that some college students
actually still get a little wild every now and
then.

AS Race

Heating Up

Sources inform the Review that both AS
Vice President-Administrative John Robison
and Vice President-External Mordecai Potash
have thrown their hats in the ring for this
spring’s AS Presidential election. Both students
have a number of years experience in UCSD’s
student government. Further, it is rumored that
Muir Senator John Ramirez is teaming up with
Alex Wong to launch an affirmative action
slate. It will be interesting to see if the alterna-
tive media on the left back Ramirez/Wong in
hope of pushing through their agenda or simply
resort to post-election threats and intimidation
like in past years. It should be an interesting
spring. Current Review odds are 2- 1 on
Robison however Potash could challenge.
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Left Dead
at

UCSD?

The leftists at UCSD have been remarkably
quiet this year. No protests, sit-ins, or shanties.
One can only speculate that with the more strin-
gent entrance requirements to UCSD that the
misguided youngsters on the left are simply not
intelligent enough to get into UCSD anymore.
Look for the unwashed friends of Che
Guervarra to overrun San Diego State in
upcoming years.

Che Cafe

The Review supports all attempts by the
administration to close down the rat-infested
dive known as the Che Cafe. We recommend
bulldozing down the entire area (give or take
the Guardian offices), and building something
more useful in its place like a putting green or
possibly a small parking lot.

Lincoln’s Ten

Professor JD
Douglass:

Now

It seems that the Review has had quite an
impact of Professor JD Douglass. Recall that
Douglass appeared in the in Review section in
last month’s issue. Recently, in his class on
American Military strategy, Douglass became
extremely emotional and broke into a diatribe
asserting that Gorbachev’s "New Thinking" is
merely an attempt to lull NATO and the U.S.
into a false sense of security and happiness in
order for the U.S.S.R. to launch a decapitating
first strike on the U.S. He went on to say that if
this scenario does not occur then surely the
USSR will have to invade Saudi Arabia or Irac
in search of oil to bolster its own floundering
economy. Although the Review feels Douglass’
predictions are somewhat fantastic, we are glad
Douglass "saw the light" and we would wel-
come him as our worst-case scenario military
advisor.

The In Review section was
compiled by William D.
Eggers, CR’s Editor-In-
Chief.

Guidelines

1. You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.
2. You cannot help small men by tearing down big men.
3. You cannot strengthen the weak by weakoning the strong.
4. You cannot lift the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer.
5. You cannot help the poor man by destroying the rich.
6. You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than your income.
7. You cannot further brotherhood o f man by inciting class hatred.
8. You cannot establish security on borrowed money.

9. You cannot build character and courage by taking away man’s
initiative and independence.

10. You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they
could and should do for themselves.
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Radu Exposes Revolutionary Elites

By Alfred G. Cuzan

In the mythology of sinlple-minded
Marxism, revolutionary violence in much of
Central and South America is symptomatic of
<m epic class struggle, indigenous to each coun-
try. pitting on one side a reactionary elite and,
~m the other, an oppressed majority or workers

and pca,;ants. Among many things that are
wrcmg with this scenario is that it fails to pay
’attention to revolutionary elites, the individuals
and groups who organize and manage the unsa-
vory business of revohition -- the kidnappings,
bank robberies, assasinations, bombings,
ambushes of tile police and military, and other
;ICl.,> ot "CkiSS warfare."

~’ho ~.ll’e tile revolutionary elites’.’ How rep-

resentative ,ire they of tile majorities whose
"vanguard" they claim to be’? In two informa-
tive and provocative essays published in a book
he himself edited (Violence and tile Latin
Americ’arl Revolutiom~ Transaction Books,
198,"4~. Mich,lel Radu ,,;v "~., es answers to these
quest,oils illld more.

.\cc~>rding to Radu. a typical l.alin
..\mcric’<lil rc\’ohltiorlary is of rlliddl¢-l()-Llpper-
ck>s ,>ri,_,in. or is a social tips|at1 who married

int<> ’<i ~e’althv family, lie has some university-
lcvcl cduc’,llior~ and lays clailll to iiltellectual
accomplishulents as a poet. philosopher, or

Radu deftly deflates

the marxist myth
about class

struggle in

Latin America

ies like the Ortegas and Borge share power with
the rebellious scions of aristocratic families of
Grananda and Leon" whose surnames are leg-
endary: Cardenal, Chamorro, Cuadra, and
Lacayo. Sandanista comandantes Daniel

. ~." ,,., ..... .l;~:#./d.,..a....~i~,~-,bi,~,. ~.-.
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Radu deftly deflates tim Marxist myth about
class struggle in Latin America. Not that there
is no struggle or that there are no classes -- but
that the struggle is within the middle-to-upper
classes and the revolutionaries are no less an

,I | I !
t,.

The
of

than

2

military is more representative
the populace in Latin America

the revolutionary elites.

:.l’crali ~l s(~.,rlle sort. lie has far-above-average
probability of belong,rig to an ethnic minority,
suctl as Jews or a family of train,grants from
t:.aslern Etrropearl or the Middle East. Also, hc
h:is first-hand knowledge of other countries, in
time becoming an ’internationalistc," more at
home wiih like-minded revolutionaries the
world ()vcr than among his own countrymen.
And, "I. ’. S. liberal dreams notwithstanding," hL
is almost always "a marxist-l.eninist--more tile

latter than the former, but always some of
both." In short, the "Latin American revolu-
tionary elites are a peculiarly unrepresentative
group."

Radu observes that "Nowhere is the elitist
background and self-limited origins of the revo-
lutionary leadership in Latin America clearer
than in tile corridors of power in Managua.
Obsct, rc middle class professional revolutionar-

Ortega, Jaime Wheelock, and Carlos Nunez, as
well as lesser lights within the Sandinista
nomenklatura, all took as wives or companions
daughters of wealthy and aristocratic families.
So much for the men of the people.

In one sense, though, the Sandinista elite is
-,I of Latin American revohltionaries: due

,. ausuai set of internal and external cir-
cumstances, unlikely to be repeated anywhere
else any time soon, they succeeded in coming
to power. The more normal case is one of
abject failure, the revolutionaries meeting at|
untimely death or abandoning the fight after
years of fruitless struggle against the regimes
they set out to replace. Radu’s analysis sug-
gests a simple reason why: Marxist fantasies
notwithstanding, the military is more represen-
tative of the populace in Latin America than the
revolutionary elites.

elite than the one they hope to destroy. As
Radu puts it: "tile revohltionary elites" of
Central and South America are "a combination
of ethnically different, intellectually and social-
ly distinct, and often self-proclaimed superior
elements who are privileged educationally,
materially, and politically. In simple terms the
Latin America revolutionary elite is little more
tMn a collection of what Lenin described as
’traitors to their own class’ members of the
bourgeoisie with all its arrogant pretensions of
intellectual superiority and a better knowledge
of tile ’people’s’ interest, individuals with only
marginal ties to the productive process or to the
actual way of life of the masses."

Dr Cuzan is Associate Professor of Political
Science at 7"he Univer~’ity }~f We~t Florida, in
Pen,~ac’ola.
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Is Bush Betraying Reagan?
Behind the President’s Drift From Core Conservative Causes

In recent weeks, it has become increasingly
apparent that George Bush is not a replica of
Ronald Reagan, nor will he allow himself to .be
perceived as such. Naturally, Bush must strive
to cultivate an independent political image and
identity. During the pre-election period, the
extent to which Bush would adhere to (or devi-
ate from) his predecessor’s goals and priorities
remained largely nebulous. Yet it is now evi-
dent that Bush differs somewhat from Reagan
with regard to his positions on several signifi-
cant issues, including SDI, Affimaative Action,
and education and environmental concerns.

By

Jeanne Hammons

Furtfiermore, the methods which Bush is
employing in order to further his agenda are
strikingly dissimilar as well. Bush’s style is to
"kill them with kindness." A number of
Democratic congressmen recently were delight-
ed to visit White House living quarters for the
first time. In short, Bush is much more person-
able and conciliatory to the oppositionthan the
rather distant Reagan, prompting many analyst.,
(including the Wall Street Journal) to compare
Bush with former president Gerald Ford.

Bush’s approach can be attributed partly to a
difference in personality, yet is most likely an
attempt to pacify the Democrats in Congress
(and other powerful liberals/moderates) whose
future support will prove essential. In addition
to "killing them with kindness," Bush has also
spent a great deal of time echoing familiar lib-
eral themes. For example, a self-proclaimed
environmentalist, Bush has pledged to clean up
such environmental hazards as acid rain. Bush

has become an unlikely hero of the liberal
press, such as The Los Angeles Times edit,ri-
als,which has praised his new proposals on
numerous occassions.

Furthermore most of his early political
appointees are far more pragmatic than ideolog-
ical. The movement conservatives that swept
into Washington on the heels of Reagan’s landl-
slide victory in 80’ have packed their bags for
the private sector.. This looms ominously for
some of the domestic causes that conservatives
hold dear. As far as education is concerned,
Bush’s new Education Secretary opposes two
core conservative causes - education vouchers
and tax credits - of which Reagan was a strong
advocate. In Defense, Bush has implied that
SDI, Reagan’s pet project, will suffer substan-
tial cuts. Bush’s lack of strong, unqualified sup-
port in this area proves especially troublesome,
for as Reagan was well aware, America’s devel-
opment of SDI is vital to our future security.
In regards to affirmative action and hiring quo-
tas, Bush’s administration will not engage in the
bold attacks of such practices that characterized
the Reagan era. According to U.S. News and
World Report, "...brash, open warfare with tra-
ditional; civil-rights interests will be replaced
by different approach.’" Thus far that approach
seems to consist of hobnobbing with Jesse
Jackson.

Bush’s backing of more liberal causes has
already made him some unlikely friends.
Newsweek relates, ’New York Gov. Mart.
Cuomo happily pronounced Bush ’a de facto
democrat’ who ’has begun talking like one of
US.’"

Is Bush really a closet democrat or is there
an underlying strategy to his emergence as a
figurehead who seems a little more like Mike
Dukakis than like Ronald Reagan? I would

submit that Bush’s "drift to Dukakis," so to
speak, is geared toward the pacification of con-
gressional democrats.

Among Reagan’s arsenal of weapons was
one termed "going public," which the former
president utilized frequently and with much
success. In his book entitled Going Public -
New Strategies of Presidential Leadership.
author Samuel Kemell defines it as "a strategy
whereby a president promotes himself and his
policies in Washington by appealing to the pub-
lic for support. Forcing support from fellow
Washingtonians by going over there heads is
[the] tactic..." Kernell goes on to establish that
going public eliminates bargaining and effec-
tively angers and undermines the legitimacy of
congressional opponents to the president.
Because of his success and ability to employ
this tactic, Reagan could afford to upset his
opposition in Congress and still achieve much
of what he wanted to accomplish (due to his
large reservoir of public support). George Bush
is not so lucky.

While Reagan is "The Great
Communicator," Bush’s speeches have been
described by terms such as "desultory" (The
New York Times.) In essence, Bush does not
have the speaking skills or the widespread pop-
ularity that are needed to employ the tactic that
Reagan benefited from so extensively. Thus,
Bush must look to alternative routs to circum-
vent congressional resistance and opposition,
and it appears that he is doing so through "kind-
ness" and compromise/"dedication" to some
liberal goals. Hence the Bush administration
marks the return of traditional bargaining after
eight years of reliance on the modem media-
age phenomenon termed ’going public.’

Although risking the alienation of right-wing
conservatives, Bush’s aim to solidify liberal
support appears to be tentatively successful, as
evidenced by Mario Cuomo’s and other’s praise.

Thus begins Bush’s quest for a "kinder, gen-
tler nation." As Newsweek put it "Kinder and
gentler than whom? Reagan of course."

.leanne Hammons is an editorial assistant at
the Review and a.freshman at UCSD.



The Inhumanity of

California Review.March-page 9

Modern
The new engineering building: a hulking monstrosity.

Architecture

by William D. Eggers

Most of the architecture of UCSD can be
characterized as modernist. And, like most
modern architecture, UCSD’s blend suffers
from many of the same deficiencies. The pure
bigness of the buildings blocks out the sunlight.
Its minimalist design is foreign to the easful
curvature of human and native forms. In fact,
like most modern architecture it has open con-
tempt for human values. As James Gardner
writes in Commentary, "all natural and organic
outgrowths of human association are bulldozed
out of existence by modern architecture."

As one strolls the grounds of the mass of
concrete commonly known as UCSD, one is

Are these tacky flashing neon lights appro-
priate for a clollege campus.

struck by how little this campus resembles any
of the great Universities. UCSD has no ivory
towers, grand hallowed halls, a fabled greek
row, nor a cozy, warm library in which to curl
up and read Chaucer. Rather, the architecture
of UCSD, a child of the 60’s is predominately
that of cold, hard modernism. Instead of giving
the coed a feeling of warmth and belonging, it
excludes bleakness and despair.

The tourist visiting UCSD, is beset by hulk-
ing, drab monstrosities wherever he turns.
Currently (who knows, it could get worse), the
most thoroughly unattractive part of campus is
the Center for Magnetic Recording and the
other new buildings across from the Police sta-
tion.

II

The tourist visiting UCSD is
hulking, drab monstrosities

he turns.

beset by

wherever

Only a cement enthusiast could appreciate
this area. There is no grass or vegetation and
the buildings all look the same. The cold
redundancy immediately gives the onlooker a
feeling of despondency.

At the center of this area, which I call the
"concrete corridor," is the "functional art" at the

top of the Center for Magnetic Recording. I am
referring to the undeniably tacky flashing seven
virtues and seven vices. I find the multi-col-
ored flashing neon lights more befitting a casi-
no in Las Vegas than at a univcrsity of higher
learning. This is another addition to the undis-
tinguished Stewart Collection, which also
includes a giant blue net, a couple slabs of rock
at third college, and the goofy-looking Sun
God.

All the visitor needs to do is walk a short
distance down the "cement corridor" to get a
close look at the new Engineering building. Do
not expect to see the sun if you are anywhere
near this hulking eyesore. I would venture to
say that even the most devoted of the EECS

UCSD’s own spaceship" Central Library

UCSD’s version
Dartmouth’s grand Baker Library.

Dartmouth’s classic style.

Us

geeks would have a hard time loving this build-
ing.

A short walk across the street, and the tourist
is at the Warren Apartments. Universally
referred to as "little Lebanon;" in temas of stu-
dent housing, this complex is easily the most
unsightly. Actually modeled after the huge
cheap housing developments in Lebanon, the
Warren Apartments are bleak and drab. Each
one of the four enormous buildings are identical
and the unrelieved tedium is quite depressing to
look at. I remember all too well standing in my
doorway on a cold rainy November day during
nay freshmen year and staring disheartenedly at
the cheerless concrete walls which surrounded
me. Little Lebanon is even worse now than
then, because now the residents have to see the
dismal "concrete corridor" everyday on their
way to class.

Next the tour guide directs you to the meet-
ing ground for the campus chic anti-establish-
ment; the hump. Here the children of nihilism,
the post-modernist V.A. types attired in their
distinctive purely black outfits and sporting
multicolored hairdos, preside over their king-
dom of anticulture and listen to the noise, mas-
querading as music, emanating frona the cam-
pus radio station, KSDT.

As if this wasn’t bad enough, every Friday a
merry band of anti-establishment types feel it
necessary to warm us up for the upcoming TG
by banging incessantly on bongo drums, pots,
their own heads, etc. It seems that this group of
individuals feels this is a fine way to relieve
stress and anxiety which is undoubtedly caused
by our "capitalist, greedy, war-mongermg s6cl-
ety." I have no objection to these people getting
off steam. However, I do object to the fact that
I must be subjected to this primitive form of

noise pollution while writing in nay office.
Why not pound on the instruments over at the
Che Cafe where they would be more appreciat-
ed. It may even scare away some of the rats.

Next your friendly tour guide directs you to
UCSD’s home for the Arts; the Mandeville
Center. Here one can visit UCSD’s rather fee-
ble attempt at an art gallery. Like the architec-
ture, the art is mostly banal and minimalist.
The gallery is usually inundated with trendy
tres avant-garde works, much of which are
garbage. A fervent classicist like myself has no
hope of being artistically gratified anywhere on
campus.

llll&ll l

Are we missing out?
Them

A few of the buildings at UCSD are more
appropriately grouped with the school of archi-
tecture known as postmodernism.
Postmodernism is an attempt to revive elements
of classicism. It is principally opposed to the
rigidity of modernism. The Price Center and to
a lesser degree, the new third dorms are exana-
pies of this type of architecture. While these
buildings are more aesthetically pleasing than
modern architecture their use of the classical
lexicon is somewhat inept.

The problem with most postmodern archi-
tecture is that it fails to achieve the main virtues
of classicism; regularity and dignity, the archi-
tects often design structures that when complet-
ed are simply funny-looking. Most postmodern
architecture is ecle ctic rather than dignified.
Jefferson would be horrified at the combina-
tions of grand colonades with garish metallic
palms. Little true beauty is found in the new
Price center, although, thus far, it looks like it
will be one of the most tolerable structures on
campus.

How can one possibly properly rellect on the
beauty of a Monet or the writings of Milton
while gazing outside a bedroom window at
Little Lebanon and seeing only giant masses of
icy concrete. I believe it is absolutely essential
that an institution of higher learning provide a
conductive environment in which to ponder the
great questions of history and philosophy.
UCSD fails miserably in this respect.

The University is located in one of the more
beautiful cities in the country yet the campus is
anything but picturesque. Surely the imperson-
al confines of Central library is not a cozy place
to ponder the philosophy of Aristotle, the satire
of Swift, the wisdom of John Stuart Mill, or the
irreverent with of William Congreve. Then
again, most of the administrators at UCSD don’t
want you to spend your time reading the great

books of history or looking at classic art or
architecture. To hell with culture they say, just
memorize those equations and try not to have

fun.

William D. Eggers is Editor-In-Chief of the
California Review and a senior at UCSD

The "cement corridor."

...... ’ ’ "7~;i’~":.:~-~

UCSD’s version of the funny-looking Sun
God.
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Bennett’s Crusade for

American Education
Bush’s new Drug Czar will not be missed by the teacher’s unions

By John Paul Arnerich

,lames Madtson Iligh School: A Curriculum for

American Students

December Ig87 Booklet, 50 pages Free

t~y the United States Del~zrtment of Education

William J. Bennett, Secretary

Consumer Information Center Dept El) Pueblo, CO
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One of the few remaining true conservatives
in Reagan’s White House, Bennett consequently
earned fierce loyalty and bitter opposition as his
outspoken nature and forthright manner have
propelled Bush’s new drug czar to the force.
His proposals for merit pay, proficiency testing
of teachers, drug programs for teachers and stu-
dents, vouchers and tax credits have drawn
cheers from parents and venom from the teach-
ers’ union leadership.
JAMES MADISON HIGH SCHOOL: A
Curriculum is a follow-up to the April 1983
publication, A NATION AT RISK. That report,
which shocked the nation with its indictment of
the dismal state of our schools, urged high
school graduation requirements to include four
years of English, and three years each of social
studies, math and science, but was vague in
what those years would cover. MADISON is
Bennett’s considered judgement and detailed
opinion; his answer to "How would you do it?
What would you teach?"
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Naming the curriculum in honor ot James
Madison who wrote, "Knowledge will forever
govern ignorance: And a peoplewho mean to
be their own Governors, must arm themselves
with the power which knowledge gives,"
Bennett is intent on the nation’s youth achieving
mastery of a common knowledge, important
skills and sound ideals.

The booklet is divided into two sections.
The first is an exposition of Bennett’s views on

I

Controversy
meet William
gratitude and

In the humanities Bennett’s foctlS is on the
West, "All Americans should know about their
civilization: the chronology of its development,
the ideas and traditions upon which it rests, the
political system it enjoys, and the challenges it
faces at home and abroad." As exhibited by the

recent demonstrations at Stanford seeking the
abolition of the required "Western Culture"
course, this hegemony of the West is anathema
tO some.

Bennett is not totally opposed to their points.
Senior electives in supplementary topics of
non-Western, or alternative cultures should be
offered, he states, but maintains schools must
provide knowledgeable political citizens first.
Consistent with that note comparative cultures
and political systems arerequired study in the
third year course, "American Democracy and
the World."

Another recommendation which has drawn
heat is Bennett’s assertion that the Bible is to be
studied as one of the masterworks of Western
literature. Unquestionably its breadth on influ-
ence of civilization, art and history cannot be
ignored but how it is presented will undoubted-
ly be a matter of great disagreement. Is it to be
studied as the revealed truth, the inspired word
of God, or merely a work in a series and on par
with Homer and Shakespeare?

Such determinations are to be decided by the
local districts, boards and schools. Bennett
attests that his curriculum is a suggested direc-
tion-for reform and progress. It is not a state-
ment of federal policy, nor can it be, as the
department "is specifically prohibited by statute
from exercising direction, supervision, or con-
trol over the curriculum or program of instruc-
tion of any school or school system."

Bennett recognizes that vast differences in
individual students and regions exist, but main-
tains that such diversity must not be used as an
excuse to deny the basics to anyone. Defending
the viability of his proposal Bennett profiles
seven examples ranging from a rural Iowa
school with only 87 pupils to one in urban New
York with an enrollment of 1500 blacks and
Hispanics. Each has placed the theories of the
Madison archetype into practice.

and renouncement often

Bennett, but so do
encouragement.

the status and goals of education. The second is
a detailed description of courses within the var-
ious disciplines from math and science to phys
ed and fine arts. Specific theories, authors,
concepts and notions are ent, merated and the
means of student involvement (writing assign-
ments, research papers, projects) are indicated.

Basic skills and fundamental knowledge are
emphasized. "American parents want their
schools to do one thing above all others: teach
their children to read, write, and speak well."
this aspiration and a rededication to a knowl-
edge of geography, math and science are defi-
nite goals designed to produce truly educated
citizens as well as to retrieve our students from
their current deplorable international standing.
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Though intensive and rigorous, this core cur-
riculum still allows at least 25% of available
class time for supplemental electives in locally
required study. While Bennett advises paring
of the extraneous and superfluous, by no means
are electives to be eliminated altogether. Their
existence surely and simply should not come at
the expense of fundamentals.

Students wouid use the electives for
advancement in central studies as well as diver-
sity in vocational and enrichment fields while
still sharing a common core. The foreign lan-
gt, ages offered, the social and cultural emphasis

in history and literature, even the vocational
and fine arts training may vary by regions, but
the basic body of knowledge will be the same.

Controversy and renouncement often meet
William Bennett, but so do gratitude and
encouragement. Surely his formulation of the
goals is indisputable.

"We want our students -- whatever their
plans for the future -- to take from high school a
shared body of knowledge and skills, a com-
mon language of ideas, a common moral and
intellectual discipline. We want them to know
math and science, history and literature. We
want them to know how to think for them-
selves, to respond to important questions, to
solve problems, to pursue and argument, to
defend a point of view, to understand its oppo-
site and to weigh alternatives. We want them to
develop, through example and experience,
those habits of mind and traits of character
properly prized by our society. And we want
them to be prepared for entry into the commu-
nity of responsible adults."

,Iohn Patti Arnerich is a free-lanced writer liv-
ing in i_.x)s Angeles.

By Elizabeth A. Eggers
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Satisfy My Soul
Why do the masses enjoy mindless music?

Good music has a cuhure and a population
all its own with no fear of invasion by the mass-
es. Occasionally a song or an artist slips across
the borders and is swept along by the main-
stream, but in general, these are tlukcs, rare
occurrences brought about by accident. Good
music is allowed to exist largely unnoticed by
lovers of pop music and vice versa. As the two
categories are like different countries, this is an
appropriate separation; the disparity is that pro-
found. Examples of both categories can be
fc, urld in jazz, classical, country and western,
and in many other forms. For now, I will con-
fine nay illustrations to rock and pop music,
where the division is the deepest.

Good music is fresh, original, and explores
new territory. It is unafraid to try, new
approaches; it is distinctive. When hearing an
unfamiliar song by the Smiths, it is irnmediately
obvious that this could be no other artist. Bad
music is stale, generic, and fomaulaic. It

rehashes bits and pieces of twenty other songs.
I )he can predict every note before it is played.
[:lad music is indistinguishable. I cannot tell fiat
difference between Tiffany and Debbie Gibson,
between Ratt and Poison, or between one of
t lucy Lewis song and any other of his songs.
l’hc producer of pop music is like a skilled fac-
tory worker cranking out clones of an identical
product.

Bad music does not take risks. On any
given soft rock station at this moment one could
expect to find the same smarmy, sentimental
mush, one song after another. Every heavy
metal band wears the same uniform; one cannot
tell them apart. Good music invented innova-
tion. The artists do not hide in an image or cos-
fume, and they have no need for gimmicks.
The rnusic stands on its own merits. An amus-
ing image is drawn by picturing Tracy
Chapman in Madonna’s clothing or Suzanne
Vega with Cyndi Lauper’s hairdo.

A total lack of artistic integrity is indigenous
to bad music. It panders to its attdience; the hit-
ter gets just what they expect, no more no less.
Yet the music has contempt for its audience.
This lack of respect is manifested in its shal-
lowness. It is simplistic and cliched. Such
music requires no thought, imagination, or cvcn
<~ttention. The ideas, when they exist, arc old,
tedious, and inane. Good quality music is intel-
ligent, insightful and has son+ethin,g to sav.

Miss Eggers would not bring them lu~me to twr parents.

demeaning its roots. Bands like UB4()and
Maxi Priest have removed the anger and con-
troversy internal to the music and turned it into
safe, hamaless pop music that anyone would
like, free of thought and conflict. Good inusic
is respectful of its audience, and credits them
with intelligence and the desire for the same in
their music. Lloyd Cole and the Commotions
would not have produced a song entitled "1
Want Your Sex" or "Fight For Your Right To
Party."

Good musicians do not need to be adored by

hordes of mindless screaming adolescents to
know their worth to continue producing for
many years. An artist such as Elvis Costello

,~.~-:-_ ;-_.-_-~--= r:~<~ --.:’-.L. 1 -; m~ ~ - - ¯ -

--’~- ,---~--’- It-~ ’,,73,7 l~ %. -~ L’ILm- <~: ,"
’"’~-: ’ ~’ "~"’:"~ -- ’ ’" "~’i

t’il" -~ ,

The producer of pop music is like a
skilled factory worker cranking out

clones of an identical product.
II

This need not be an important or political state-
ment, but it is thoughtful, and new. One might
compare the work and subject matter of
R.E.M., the Waterboys, or Icicle Works with

that of David Lee Roth, originator of such gems
as "Hot for Teacher," or Madonna, the
"Material Girl." An entire division ofmusic
has been warped by this mentality and the ten-
dency toward meaninglessness. Recent entries
on the reggae scene have taken a form of music
with an entire cultural history based on religion
and racial unity and made it popuhlr by

would not sell out for a year ot mass popularity,
and, indeed, would probably prefer to remain a
cult favorite among the music elite, ahhough it
doesn’t pay as well. Good music is around for a
long time. There are entire radio stations
devoted to playing fifties and sixties music --
the Beatles, Rolling Stones, CSN, rhythm and
blues, and yet, where is disco today? Good
music is not faddish or trendy; the English

Beat, the Police, and Bob Marley are revered by
their true fans as much, if not more so, as when
they were active. The same cannot be said of

Most heavy metal

and hard rock

could be played

by a local high-

school band.

REO Speedwagon, the Go-Go’s, or l.ionel
Richic, or even such recent favorites as Michael
Jackson and Madonna, who fall in and out of
public favor each year.

Finally, good music is just that -- good. It is
well-crafted, well-written, and perfonned well.
Music by the Talking Heads could not be repro-
duced by synthesizer or sttidio musicians with
any resembhince to the original work. Most
heavy metal and hard rock couM be phiyed by a
local high-school band and, with the help of
sttidio technology, be made to sound just as
loud, offensive, and bland :is the song imitated.
The ";utists" are lllCl’e figureheads; tt~ey are dis-
pen~able. Bad music relics heavily on hooks,
slogans, and catchy ilotes and phrases. Good
music tells a story., or evokes an emotional

response, or educates, or creates an image.
These views may seem intolerant of pop

music and mass culture, but stupidity and medi-
ocrity should never be accepted and tolerated.
The trend in America is revealed like an open
sore by this preference by the majority of peo-
ple for music produced by incompetents, which
is dull, unoriginal, unimaginative, lifeless,
vapid, and, ultimately spiritless, tlowever, a
quiet rebellion, almost an underground, exists,
which celebrates uniqueness, quality, and intel-
ligent thought. I, for one, would prefer that it
remain unknown by the masses, and that this
commtmity exist as a haven where one can
escape from the mindless noise and wallow in
blissful ignorance of the coming concert tour of
Def l.eppard or ttuey l,cwis’ new album.

Elizabeth A. Eggers is CR ~" Berkeley
Correspondent and sister to the editor.
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Machineguns and Those ing Our

Constitutional Rights!
by Ahti Valtanen

"Crazed drug pusher slaughters dozens of innocent babies

with a machinegun. Erotic dancer marries millionaire in a coma.
Parapalegic’s lost puppy found 200 miles away. News at eleven."

Media hype, we’ve all seen it. We
know what it is, or do we?

We know the purpose of those half truths,
deception, and even outright lies is to sell sto-
ries. Simply it’s sensationalism for profits at
the expense of truth. Normally this sort of hype
passes without much concern. But now our
constitutional rights are gravely threatened by
those exploiting and furthering such chicanery.

Now our constitutional rights are gravely
threatened on both a state and national level by
saboteurs of the ideals of our founding fathers,
and misguided individuals. Using deception,
they wish to undemline the law abiding citi-
zen’s right to bear arms. All of this is tinder the
guise of banning "Assult Weapons" (Weapons
reffering here to rifles, shotguns, and pistols).
Through the use of chicanery they portray their
repressive fight as a struggle to ban "machine
guns" from criminals and maniacs. Sounds

nice .... to all but the well informed.

l’he deceptions:
The news media, and Hollywood, has so

often in the past used the term machine gun
incorrectly that the average viewer/reader has
come to associate the widespread availability of
machine guns as reality. The gun "control"
(ban) advocates play to the maximum, further-
ing the deception. The truth of the matter is
that the possession of machine guns, by the
average citizen, has been illegal since 1932!
This is by Federal Law.

So what’s the purpose of the ban?
Technically the ban is aimed at semi-auto-

matic weapons. Weapons often deceptively
labeled as machine guns by Gun-ban advocates
and sensationalistic media personalities. Semi-
automatic weapons are also at times incorrectly
labeled as automatic weapons, hence leading to
further confusion with machine guns, or fully-
automatic weapons. A machine gun, or a fully-
automatic weapon, is capable of firing a steady
stream of bullets as long as the trigger is pulled
or the weapon runs out of bullets. A semi-auto-
matic, on the other hand only fires one bullet
per each pull of the trigger. Furthermore, these
gun-ban advocates would even go so far as to
ban many popular 22 caliber rifles (The next
step below would be a BB rifle). An example
is the popular Ruger 10/22 rifle. If you noticed
the sensationalized media event in Sacramento,

/
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where gun ban advocates bulldozed a dozen or
more "Machine guns," you would have seen
several ruger 10/22’s in the pile!

But I thought they were only
going to ban "assult weapon s" ?

Yea, right. That’s simply a catch-all phrase
they use. Their ultimate goal is to ban all moO-
ern forms of firearms from the citizen. Try to
define an "assult weapon" in technological
terms and you’ll notice that it is very difficult.

One way they are attempting to define an
"assult weapon" is by its magazine capacity.
Any semi-automatic weapon capable of having
a magazine which can contain more than an
arbiritary number of rot~nds of ammunition
would be banned. Some of these gun ban advo-
cates wish capacity greater than 5 rounds! I
certainly cannot think of any semi-automatic
weapon (rifle, shotgun, or pistol_ which would
not be banned under such repressive rules. (just
think about it; almost all pistols which are not
revolvers are semi-automatics! That’s a lot.)
Under such rules the rifle grandpa used in
W.W.II would be banned).

But I though the gun ban is sup-
posed to solve all of our violent
criminal problems?

Instead of putting the criminals on trial, we
put the tools on trial. That’s like making screw
drivers illegal since criminals use screw drivers
to break into cars. Don’t be fooled! This gun
ban will only affect the wrong people, law abid-
ing citizens. It will effectively disarm, while
further infringing upon our constitutional rights,
the law-abiding citizen who will turn in his
guns. Not the criminal. If the gun-ban advo-
cates had their way we would be using civil war
muskets to defend our homesteads from
drugged up criminal lunatics armed, illegally,
with all sorts of guns. Discharching a firearm
within city limits is already illegal, as is rape,
armed robbery, drug dealing, and murder. But
the law hasn’t stopped criminals from commit-
ting those crimes and many more. What’s to
stop the drug dealing criminals and maniacs
from getting both illegal drugs and guns from
south of the border? Nothing!

continued on page 13
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Warren GraduationRequirements

Harm Education
By Brooke and Brandon Crocker

Is a person who majors in economics and
completes programs of concentration (P of Cs)
in political science and literature getting a well-
rounded education? Or how about a history

major with P of Cs in literature and biology, or
a biology major with P of Cs in chemistry and
history? The administration of Warren College
thinks not, and people currently cannot gradu-
ate from Warren with any if the above combina-
tions, unless they can squeeze a third P of C
into theft schedule - which leaves little room for
error if they want to graduate in four years.

the major subject, so such courses rarely fulfill
the function of giving the student additional
insight.

Warren’s requirements not only harm stu-
dents from a scholarship perspective, but also in
the job market. An economics major who seeks
employment in government or in a highly regu-
lated industry would have a leg up on his com-
petition if could show significant study in polit-
ical science. If one wishes to pursue a career in
teaching literature, that person could perform
his duties much better with a good grasp of his-
tory.

Warren’s requirements not only

harm students from a scholarship
The current graOuatmn reqmrements Ior A term used in business is very apt to this

Warren College, as amended in 1985, state that
two P of Cs are required and both must be non-
contiguous with the major field of study as well
as the other P of C. What this means is that an
economics major cannot pursue a concentration
in political science (both are Social Sciences), 
history major cannot pursue a concentration in
literature (both are humanities) and a biology
major cannot pursue a concentration in chem-
istry (both are physical sciences). The college’s
aim behind this policy is to induce students to
broaden their educational focus. What it
~ccomplishes, however, is a debasement of the
educational experience by all but forbidding the
studying of complementary disciplines.

Denying the student the opportunity to delve
into matters which directly relate to his major "
field of study limits the value of that major. A
thorough understanding of one branch of
knowledge cannot be gained without some sig-
nificant study in overlapping disciplines. Such
knowledge cannot be attained by throwing in
t~ne or two necessarily narrow focuses within
the major (such as economic history courses for
history majors) give adequate attention to the
combined topic and the approach to critical
analysis usually comes from the perspective of

situation in education. This term is synergy
(defined by some as "2 + 2 sometimes equals
5.") When, for instance, two somewhat similar
firms combine, cost savings are realized
through the elimination of redundant overhead

operations, and perhaps the capabilities of one
of the firms -- say, its access to certain markets
-- allows some operation of the other firm to
expand and prosper more than it could have on
its own. Therefore, the new combined entity
has greater value than the sum of the two orga-
nizations separately. The same is true of educa-
tion. A P of C in economics, when combined
with a major in political science, is not only of
value in and of itself, but also because it enrich-
es the value of the major by giving the student
new and important insights.

The value of a well-rounded education is
indisputable. University graduates should be
expected to have gained knowledge in one or
two specific subjects. Brooke Shields’ ability to
graduate with honors from Princeton without
taking a single course in history, economics,
political science, English and American litera-
ture, mathematics, or the physical sciences is
certainly a scandal. This however, is an adver-
tisement for a basic core curriculum, designed

to insure that graduates have read Sophocles,
Shakespear, Plato, and Locke, and can locate
China on a map; it does not signal the need for
a P of C potluck. But even with out a core cur-
riculum one can receive a well-rounded educa-
tion if only one of two programs of concentra-
tions is non-contiguous with the major. This is
how the requirements for Warren College read
before 1985, and it is how they should read
again if students are to be allowed to make the
most of their studies.

A fine university should stand for higher
learning -- allowing students to explore their
own special interests as far as possible, staying
within the bounds of academic worth and cov-
ering some reasonable breadth of knowledge.
This is what Warren College used to stand for,
and until Warren College returns to this philos-
ophy by reinstituting the pre-1985 require-
ments, the ability of Warren students to get the
most out of their education will be hindered.
And that is a shame.

Brooke Crocker is a Sophomore at Warren
College majoring in history and pursuing pro-
grams of concentration in anthropology, biol-
ogy, and European art history.

Brandon Crocker served as editor-in-chief
of CR from 1983-85 and completed a major in
economics, with programs of concentration in
Chinese studies, classical studies, and political

science at Warren College in 1985. He earned
an MBA from The University of Michigan in
1987 and currently is Assistant Vice President
of a real estate development and management
firm in San Diego.

continued from page12

Why do we need to protect out
constitutional rights to bear
arms?

Our founding fathers saw the fundamental
necessity of government to protect individual
rights. That is why they constructed the second
amendment. To guarantee the right of the citi-
zen to bear arms! It is through the possession
of arms that the citizen can expect to protect his
rights. Th right to protcct his family, his prop-
crty, and most importantly his right of liberty.
Once we lose, or effectively lose, via major gun
hans, the right to bear arms is when we are on
the threshold of losing all of our rights. The
rights we have are the rights we are able to
defend. When we are no longer able to defend
those rights is when tyranny emerges.

In a democracy, the power must, by defini-
tion, be held by the citizen, not the government.
The second amendment was meant to guarantee
that the government was responsible to the citi-
zen, not the other way around. When we, the
citizens lose our power via effective destruction
of the second amendment, then we are teetering

on the edge toward totalitarianism.

So what’s the solution?
As you can clearly see the gun ban is no

solution! It would only disarm and severely
infringe upon the constitutional rights of the
law abiding citizen. This while leaving the
problem, the criminals and maniacs, untouched.
What we need to do is get through to the crimi-
nals. We need to build prisons and mental insti-
tutions. We do not need a waiting period on
firearms to help prevent drug dealers and othcr
criminals from gaining easy acccss to them.
Much of the problem of violence stems from
illicit drugs. If we reduce the demand, we’ll
reduce the supply and profits! Just apply a pos-
sible death penalty to illicit drug users. Then
lace a few major drug shipments with cyanide
and allow the shipment to proceed into the nor-
real illicit supply channels. Before you know
it, use, and users will drop dramatically! O.K.
maybe this is a bit extreme but we need to find
other methods of dealing with the problem.

Ahti Valtanen is a senior at UCSD.
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The "Party Line"
CR’s social critic takes an irreverant look at UCSD social life.

By J. Kevin Bell

Even I have to admit that a column review-
ing social events at our school is hardly worth
the paper on which its printed (everyone knows
UCSD doesn’t party). For a while now I’ve
wanted to write for the California Review and
when I heard they were considering a social
column, I really wanted the position - and it
didn’t hurt that nay roommate is the editor.

Some said that since the Review is a conser-
vative, intellectual paper, a Party Review would
be inappropriate. But just because we’re con-
servative doesn’t mean we don’t like to have
fun - ask John Tower - and since Koala Party
Reviews are partial, biased and tolerant towards
horrible parties ... here I am.

First of all the Budman/white-trash party in
University City about a month ago. I don’t
remember the date - I’m trying to forget the
whole thing. Every other guy was wearing a
Deha Squid shirt ... I could rest my case here,
but I’m far too irate. Anyway, ! shoved through
the front door, weaved my way past the cheesy
c_’rowd dancing to early 80’s rap/break dance
tunes, and found the immense beer line. Only
one keg was flowing at a time, there were no
cups. and one unattractive girl for every twenty
guys. I rate it: the worst party ever. I would
especially like to thank the ten or so long haired
Amer-Asian gang members who stood in the far
corner glaring and mumbling something about
violence in connection with my personage. If it
wasn’t for you guys I might have actually
stayed.

One of the better recent parties was the
USSR-out-of Afghanistan party on February
15 at my house. As Soviet troops scrambled to
meet the withdrawl date set by the April 88
Genva accords, we dressed up a Mujahidan
Rebels, turned on the international news, and
toasted the rctreating Soviets with large quani-
ties of American (actually generic) vodka. 
was tong of fun until the Swedish socialist (my
Mom) called, effectively putting a damper on
my buzz, which was only lifted when the
female mujahideen finally arrived.

Who could forget the party in the parking lot
outside Old Del Mar Cafe? That Thursday
night might have remained uneventful if one
thoughtful Kappa hadn’t incited the four irate
members of the steriod crowd into anger and
violence.

Next there was the F-troop party Friday,
February 17 in Mission Beach. What exactly is
an F-troop? Overall a fairly good party, literal-
ly everyone was there. I’m guessing three to
four hundred people, and there was a good band
that played some quality slam-dance tunes.
Rumor has it that there were 10 kegs, but no

I rate it-the worst art ever t
one I talked to had seen them. Unfortunately
the Mission Beach Police came early with evil,
psychotic killer dogs and a huge arsenal of
mace. They probably had more fun breaking
up the party than we did during it - as I left they
were pummeling some poor fool with their
nightsticks.

Bill and I had a party on the lawn by the
flagpole at Revelle plaza around noon on
Tuesday the 21st. It was the first sunny and
warm day in a long time, and we had five 40
ounce bottles of everyone’s favorite - Schlitz
Malt Liquor. Our friends came, a crowd

social life, thereby driving us all to hang out at
overpriced, semi-disco singles spots like the E-
bar and TGI Fridays.

Since we have been forced off campus, I
think we should make the most of it. Now keep
an open mind for a moment. Carlottas’ college
night every Thursday. The place is virtually
empty and actually has potential. Draft beers
and Margaritas are 75 cents, the DJ takes any
and all requests and the fear of possible inva-
sion by hordes of college kids would effectively
keep the regular petroleum crowd away. The

Personally I’m convinced that Messrs¯

Watson and Atkinson are accepting
kickbacks from La Jolla Bars¯¯¯

formed and the initial two-to-zero ratio
improved greatly until the Hari Krishnas
camped out next to us, began their chant and
drove everyone away. Other students seemed
to think we were lunatics for "partying" on a
weekday. We got more than a few looks of awe
and amazement. Apparently many students
have embraced the campus-wide prohibition
musterminded by the ultimate fun-sponge, Joe
Watson.

Personally, I’m convinced that Messrs.
Watson and Atkinson are accepting kickbacks
from La Jolla bars for their part in shutting
down the last remaining vestiges of UCSD

UCSD students.
Tuesday nights at Dos Amigos in Mission

Beach are fairly fun. You can’t beat the 25 cent
draft beer special and occasionally the DJ acci-
dentally plays something that you can dance to.

Before I go, don’t anyone forget to give a
certain A.S. member a big heartfelt show of
gratitude tor plotting to end funding for T.G.’s
... Thanks, you’re really looking out for our
interests.

J.Kevin Bell is CR’s social critic and a
senior at UCSD.
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