IZWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN YELLEN
Brawley, Calif, ‘ '
august 22, 1967

BRAWLEY'S BRAZEN
SRAINWASHING

For a long time, this Newsletter has been accusing SCHURZ'S
PROSTI?UTED PRESS (successor to Virgil Pinkley's Prostituted Press)
of brglnwashing the people of Imperial Valley, Calif. Tiuis was doae
py omitting important news, by distcrting the news, or by just print-
ing lies. This prostitution of a FREZ PRESS was all done for the
benefit of big farm interests who are operating here in violation of
the U,S. Reclamation Law.

So 1t is recessary to repeat again what is going on here to over-
come the propaganda of SCHURZ'S PROSTITUTED PRESS.. Inmperigl Valley
has a 12 month growing gseazon because it is the desert with constsnt
stinshine and no dreught singce the Federal Government built the Bouldex
Dam wiich made water available for irrigation farming 2ll year round,.
There are no frosts or rainstorms as sesn in the Eagt, Midwest; and
South to cause sudden ruin to the orops. Because of all taese condit-
ions, one asre here is equel to the production of five asres anywhere
in the United States,

By the provisions of the U.S. Reclamation Law only persons living
here are entitled to gat water for farming, In addi%ion, each person
who farms here is entitled to get water to farm 160 eores (husband and
wife can farm 320 acres). It must be restated again that the 169 acras
equals in produe®ion 800 acres of farmlerd in the rest of the.U.,S. (320
acres equals 1,602 asres elsewhere),

There are 500,000 acres of land in prodnetion giving a yearly
valae of $230 millions which made Imperial County rank 5th in 1966 in
the U.S. A profit of $25 millions was realized on this $232 millions
of agricultural products. Then the Federal Government gave sub51gies
of $11.2 millions in 1946 whish when added to the $25 millions, gives
$36 millions as total inecome for 1966,

But the big farm interests who are mainly absentee oorporatigns in
a marner similar to what the abaentes landowners do ia Latia-American
couatries, have been skimming off $28 millions while only 38 millions
remaln in the Valley. These big farm interests are not supposed to be
here farming if the U.S. Reclamation Law is enforsed, If it were the
residents here would get the entire $35 millions income yearly.

There would be about 1,500 family farms of 320 gerass each. Bzch
family farm would get about $7.500 in subsidies? 5 wqgldﬁmake about
$13,000 in profits which when addsd to the subsidy of $7.500, would
give a total ysarly income of $20,500. All this would result from the
enforcement of thes U.S. Reclamaticn Law. regident Theodore Roosevelt
in 1902 intended this for wien Le sigaed i3 Tlaw Le said,‘"ibe norey
is being spent to build vp the little mexz of the VWest sc that n» plg
man from the East or West can come in a:nd moncpolize the water ani the
land”". But the big farm intsrceste hove bgsn eble with taelr money and
influence to prevent enforcemsnt of the Law here for 30 yeatvse
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The fight is whether the little peoile living in Inperial Vall?y
will do the farming and get the §36 millions yeariy income or will the
big ranchers in their defiance of the Law get the mcpeyﬁ lt.i? as :
simple as all that. One of the big weapons of the big farm ipterests
is their control of the local newspapers-SCHURZ'S PROSTITUTzD PRESS.



The big farm interests in the same fashion as thes absentes land--
owners of the Latin-American countries, have imposed several exploit-
ation schemes on the little people of the IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
which is the largest in the Western Hemisphere, The big farmers es-
cape on the average 66% of their property taxes, so tiaat the residents
here have to pay $6millions yearly in extra taxes. The big ranchers
32% the irrigation water at 1/4 the correct cost and the 1littls people
sre forced to subsidize this below cost irrigation water of the big
faran interests by being made to pay 3 times the correct price for elect-
rleity, Thie anmounts to a $14 millions elleotricity swindle yearly, There
exiat a fuw otiier exploitation schemes practiced on the rasidents by
these absentee farming corporations but are of lesser importansce.

Dr. Ben Yellen after 6 years of urging the government to teke act-
ion finally was successful when the U.S. filed a lawsult against the
Imperial Irrigation Distriet to prevent it from supplying water to
anyone farming land in excess of 160 scres. This lawsuit was filed
January 1ll, 1967. Then 9 big ranchers entersd the lawsult on peha}f of
themselves and the other big ranchers to help the Imperial Irrigation
District fight the Government. SCHURZ'S PROSTITUTED PRESS put out in
big headlines the efforts and propaganda of the big raachers and the
I.I.Ds in fighting the govermment,

But the lawsuit of the Federal Government is useless i1f only the
160 acres limitation is going to be enforeced. These a?sentep farm corp-
orations will just make up hundreds of little corpsrations which will
each farm 160 acres and operate long distance from the headguartgrs ;
of the big corporation which will be a "holding eompany". Whkat 18 need-
ed is a Court decision that the farmer receiving the water must be
a bonafide resident living in Imperial Valley and the land must belong
to him. This is needed to prevent absentes land ownership,

So on August 7, 1967, Dr. Ben Yellen and 123 other plaintiffs
filed a petition to enter the lewsuit on the side of the government,
This legal action specifically was intended to get enfercement of the
provision of the U.S. Reclamation Law "that that the person getting
the water must live on the land or close by". Th? majority of the
plaintiffs are persons engaged in farmwork or thelr spouseés. Dr. Yell=sn
in studying the history of the U.S. Dept. of Interior felt that tpgre
was the possibility of a double creoss by tiie Interlor.Dept. when it ig-
peared to only stress the 160 asrss limitation provision, theredy por-
mitting a loophele by whish the absentee big ranchers sould continue to
operate by means »f innumerable small sorporatlons.

It is no secret that the Dapt. of Intericr is full of advocites
of the big farm interssts. Dr. Yollen has publiocly aogu;ed Floy4d 5
Dominy, the Chief of the Burecau of Reslamation(dlrecply in charge 2
enforcement of the Law in irrigation projects) of nelng a s§bot?u£
of the U.S. Reclematioz Law by alwaysmaking speeches agalnst enanag—]r
ment (See FLOYD DOMINY SABOTZUR OF U.S. RECLAMATION LAW d?oeé Au?us £
1967). He has never attempted to enforce the Law in any irrigafilon areas

You can readily see how important is the legal actlon of Pr.é?elEUA
and the other 123 plaintiffs. The econemy of Luperial Valley i@ Jfffh
ing. FEverything else depends con farming. The Los jnggles ¢¢¥:§ﬂvg¢~%
is located 225 miles from Imperial Valley recognlzen the 1§pﬂxu€:c 0
this court action and printed an article about it.on_pagg R ogy.ugl :
August 8, 1967 issue, The San Diego Union which 18 Locateé.l 5 -mi e_
from Imperial Valley printed a big article on the legal acgéon on Aug.

9, 1967 and had another big artiele about it on Aug. 20, 1967.

It is now 1. days since this court action was Eg%en,m Bgtﬁgne
BERAWLEY NEWS, oné ofythe newspapers of SQHURZ'S BBODI&TUTﬁp&fR%oS%iﬁgf
not printed one word about the legal action 2 weeks azueyaiuvyi?e *isﬁ.
The Brawley News whieh serves the Northern pgrt of Impgr}uwoqiT. yIt =
GOING TO KEEP THE PECPLE IN IGNORANCE QN TH;S IMPQRTAN:'iﬁg?u &hpfn i
brainwashing the people like in Qountr1§s~W}$n a diotaucajd%ié ﬁ@@s e
portant news is omitted. You can just imaglpe Whéiléhggiﬁgﬁ nglﬁW;SH-
ir regard to distorted news or just plain lies. el e :

ING IS ALL DONE FOR THE BENEFLT OF THE BIG FaRM INTER&3TS:es
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