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Territary of New Guiiega.

Sub-Dis trict Office,

Wewak , Sepik Distriot,

2nd August,1984,

Memar andum for:-
The District Officer,
Seplk District.

Speciel Patrol Report No.S.D. 1/1934-35,

4aree Pstrolled:- Overland from aitape through Wapi Area to Head-Waters
of Yellow River, and down Yellow River to Sepik River, Thence per

Y.L, Osprey down Sepik River to Tumbungu. Thence ovaland from Tumbungu
o Wewek .,

Objects of Tetrol:~ To inspect reported Gold Find on Wini Creek.

To explore Wini Creek to the South with the object of ‘voving it tc be
the head waters of either the Tellow or the Sam River.

Persompel:~ E.D. Robinson, &ssistent District Officer, Mr. E. Gallet
of "Gallet Ixploration Company of New Guinea"., 2 N.C.0's and % Native
Constabless 1 Medical Orderly eud 34 Carriers.

james of Netive Compabilary:- OCorporal Wenkra, Lance Corparal Pasangon,
Constables Atimo, Meralkaim, Muriki, X , wengl, Yuska, and Watarai.
Also MNedical Orderly Aure.

Duration of Patrol:- 7th July to 31st July 1934.

Results:- See under separate report on reported Gold Find.

Froved Wini Cresk to be the headwaters of the fellow iliver. Made frimdly

contuct with meny natives hitherto unvisited by the "White Man",
Y

L Vs
7th July. Fetrol left altspe per road and made camp in the afternocon at
Sinauti., Distance 10 miles approx.
8th July. Left early lunched at Ningla, went on and ma‘e oamp &

16 miles approx.

Sth July. Left in light rain i made ¢ aup «

“PEP OX o

i0th July. Left early on & fairly mountalnous road errlving at Wantibi
11 a.ne in very heavy rein, lunched and 1ft, crcesed : ver with heavy
foold running and proceeded up mountein to Wugubli where ocemp was mades

Distunce 11 miles wpproximately.
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Llth July. Left and acrived Meiwettem and lunched, then on to X

wliere camp was mades 21 is on top of the dividing range
and from here both the Aitepe and Sepik shed may be seen., 10 miles approxe
12th July. Welked about 3 miles elong the winil Oreek and arrived at =
Mr. Sough's camp. ‘“orked g ound in readiness to put ina box. Nade camy
% miles approx.
A5ty July, Mr. Gough's boys were warking on the box all dgy, box taken
out 4 p,m, See separste report.
14th July., Left early and followed Wini Creek down for about 16 miles
to Mr. Gallet's base camp end camped., This camp is on the right bank
just below the village of Kekol, and opposite village Timeni.
16 miles approx.
15th July, Left Barly following the creek and nede camp eerly in
afternoon on the left bank. kiver shows more mudstone and the country
looks slightly lower. 10 miles approx.
16th Julw. Left 7.15a.m. followlng creek, 8 am large tributory comimg

in from right bank, 10-15 an. large tirbutory coming in on right bank.

Made camp on left bank late in afterncon, no nettves seen ell day,
nunber 8 of crocodiles on banks and in the water., 12 miles spprdx.

17th Julv, Left early after heavy rain sll night, river very high so
had to take to the bank cutting a track through lightly timbered coumtry.
10210 am weard talking and rounded a bend in time to see a woman end
child rumning eway, we called out and a men came from a suall house on
left bank, he was timld but quite friendly. I called & number of names
of villages which I knew at the mouth of the Yellow River, he replied by
poimting downstrean which was very encouraging to us although we could
not yet sey for certeinty if we were on the Yellow or the Sand river.
After glving the old men some smell presents we left and about half an
hour afterwards 7 men called to us, these were men of Tetwsbrumaend Talu
two villages inlend off the bank of the creek and below HXekol end Timeni,

they rauained with us until we made camp on right bank lete in the
afternoon and then they left telling us by signs thet ey would return
in the marmng vith naives of Kelnom which they said was inlend and
dovnstrean. 12 miles approximately.

18th July. Left early and passed one hous 3 bank, and jwt

below 25 metives of Kelnom accompenied by f the 1T 1 sple (who were

with us yectordey} ewaited u ded matels s rin a1 r blades
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Jfor feodstuff, ell the nativew were yuite friendly but very timid.

then‘proceeded with all these people, sore gulding and some following us.

At 11-15 we sat down to lunch and the carriers snd FPolice cooked rice
some of wilch they gawe to the visiting natives who did not care for it.
Laver as we proceeded, the natives poimted out the road to their village
Keinom, which was on the left bank., &t 1 pm they left us telling us that
they were afrsid to go further down as the vill age of lLaurel was there on
the left bank, and they hed been shot up by Kalays soue years ago.
Aunongst these Kelmom men wes one who could speek lalay quite well,
Corparsl Wankra elso speaks Malay end through thst we got some very useful
inforustion. He told us that we were definately on the Ysllow Riwver and
pointed out the direction the Seand river was running. J.so he told us
that about 5 months ago two lielays and a party of unatives were in the
vieinity shooting birds of puradise, he was with them for two days and
left thew before they got to kaurel villege as he was afraid of the Maurel
people. At 5-30p.u. we crossed the r~iver breast high and made camp on
the left bank. 8 miles approx.

19th July. Left early morning and crossed over to the right benk then
spent some hours cutting thr cugh dense pit-pit, saw large vill age on

left bank and some distance inland, judged this to be Meurel. Made camp
on right bank. B8 miles epprox.

20th July. Left 6 am, 10-10 an to lerge house with fish baskets
spears and bows and arrows, inside a large gerden aud & fire was still
turning but no other sign of natiWes. A short dic’ance away was a large
Kunai plain, form here we could see Kojabu mount ain on the Sepik riwer
end just situeted at the mouth of the Yellow river, thils greatly heartened
the Police and cerriers who were doubtful as to our success in finding
the Sepik river; when I explained to them that in 1932 I hed mede my

camp &t the foot of this mountain when awelting the arrivel of Ir.Oskley
and Nr. Eve on their overlend patrol from Altape. they were delighted.
Weut on end made camp on right benk in efternoon. 9 miles epprac.

Zist July. Left ,early end cut a track through light bush until 11 am
when we heard bush being cut en the opposite side of the river, after
cutting a track through dense pit-pit to get to the actual bank of the
river we saw some lerge houses on the opposite bank which wes fairly high
g very large nuwber cf men and vomen wic Lad already heard us were

standing on this bank, we called to them end efter very little hesitet ion
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$wo of the men ocame down iuto the water and swam across to us, f ed
tbﬂt{-thoy were except icnally powerful swimmers. When they landed they
were of courss a little bit timiddbut after mmking signs of friendship
to them they cvercame their timidity and called to others who elso cane
aoross, They «xplained that the village was Eiderwok and also tiet it
extended for miles, as we left 4 men of Eiderwck accompanied us as self

appointed guides until 4 pm when we made cemp on the right bank. 16 miles

approx.
2208 July. Netives of Eiderwok arrived at deylight and shoved by signs

that they wisked to accompany us, we then Jeft the actual bank of the
river but kept it in elght all the time, crossed three very large plala
of swamp grass or buck oats, from here we could «.e the Kojabu mountdin
on the Sepik river quite plainly. 10 em ceme to a large circle of 6
large houses, these also belong to the Eiderwok people, of whom there
were about 50 men and women who were all quite friendly, we lunched imre.
Leaving et 12 middey we passed Wei-sri village on our left and then
Pabel village on a smuell hill on ow rig..i, these villages are both on
the right bank of tie Yellow River end I had met many of the natives
some years ago when I went up to lirijemi on a patrol from Ambunti.
Going due south we arrived at Mirajemi at 4 p.m., here many of the natives
remembered me fram before and were very excited, patting me on the back
and seying Kiap Kiap. They then told us by signs that the Sepik Kiap
was down below. We cirossed the Yellow River in their flimsy canoes
wiliech they still umeke with stone axes, eand mads camp on thie left bank
opposite the villege, 20 miles approx.

£3rd July. ZLeft 6.50 tm proceeding elong the left bank of the ye llow
River and arrived at ths foot of the Kojebu mountain after crossing the
Bepik in Nirijemi cenoes, at 12-3C p.u. ean ade camp., Here the natives
told us by signs that the Kia 1 hed gone up the Sepik River
end would be back in

24 July. Inspected all the Police eguipment and rifles, brought three
canoes from the iirdjenl netives and made a reft as the perty would be
too large far the "Usprey ." went to the top of Kojabu ktn. (1000
from here one gets & remarkably @od view of tie Seplk valley and
cleer day one may see the foothills of the Altape rw

mounveln wiere I made the Tires

Mr. Bve inlSsz

e
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%t 830 penm. and we proceeded downstreeau at 7-55 p.i. by bright oo~

lignt, kept rumning all nignt .
%) J Steamed all dey and arrived at amtunti at 9 pm.

£6th July. Left ambunti 2-80 p.r ., arrived Jepandel et dusk amd mede

g2th July. Left early, steamed all day end arrived Tumbungu at c¢usk
em made cawp, the "Osprey" weut direct downstream.

Btp July., Left per canoces up the Tumbungu creek for abovt 2 mileg
end then waliked tlrough a long grass plain to Shuembo, on to Chimbisn,
amd arrived at Worligum about 2 pm after walking through the same type
oi country all the time. Here we made cam, .

29th July. ZLeft 6-25, walked through greass plains ell day end arrive
at Wauba late &nd made camp.

80th suly. Left 5-30 am and arrived Yamungu 8-30 am, Jeparakws 2 pn,
Beliweuwe 5-45 end Fessan 4-30 p.n. where camp was made. The grass
plalips lasted dll the way until Japurakwe and then changed to bush.
Slst July. Left ewrly after heavy rair which made the goimg very bad,

exrrived at tuve Governuent Station at 3-30 p.i.
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&+ Sellow River. Ereviously Unexplored area.

The route tuken by the patrol after leaving the site of kr. Gallets
dredging claims, passes thr cugh Territory previously wuivisited.

Ur, Behrmemn shortly befare the wer yeers travelled up the Sand River
plotting its course, but ne did not penetrate up the Yellow, and the
line siowa on nis surveys &s being the presumptive diresction aml source
of the Yellow is now sihown to be incorrect. ihereas he shows the Yellow
to rise between Towborom and Sein this patrol definabely proves that
its resl source is tle Wini which rises further to the North, and that
its whole downward course is further to the West than was previously
believed.

The patrol travelled in the bed of the river practicailly all the way
the average depth would be om about three to six feet, and the average
width between twenty and thirty yards., A4s one gets downstream the
coantry becomes wuch flatter end the benks of the river are lined with
dense wild sugar cane (pit-pit).

The oountry is only lightly timbered and is very deaump.

The river cannot be cuusi{wred navigable in any part, the -<nags and
shallows weking 1t impossible for weter transport. There are no
canoves on the river above the age of Miriyami which is approximately
10 miles from the mouth.

Nat ives - Villeges

All the natives seen on our way down the Yellow River were parti cularly
frtendly, there was no sugsestlon of trouble during the whole patrol.
#hen one rirst ceme 1n contact with tlem they were naturally timiq,

but in every case thelr curlosity overcams their timidity.

All the vitlages until one acrives ebout 30 miles fraom the mouth are
built & wlie or so inland from the 1 s The houses lerge and bow
sheped are bullt off the groumd on 28 from 8ix to alght feet nigh,
usudlly a cirecle of sbout ten « these with & large space in the centre
is built « ALl clearing is doen with stone axes,

wegpons.

#All mele netives carvy Dow end & ¥ of Arrows end usually a bone
of the cassowary shaped into a d » is vorn in aun arwlet on the

upper &rm..
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*No iyears or shields were noted.
Clothuing,
The kieu wear a gowd of various shapes snd sizes on the benis, this igs
tied eround the waist with a string.
The Women wear either & spall &rass skirt o remain neked.
Both cexes wesr strings of seeds ressmbling beads, these are coloucd
elther red, black, or white and sre worn around the neck, or in a tight
Yand eround the forehead. Strings of small bomes o animals or birds
are also worn around the waist., Now and agaln one sees the plumes of
& Yird of paradise or gourie Pblgeon worn in the hair.
Health,
These people are of medium build and are 1 t skimned, they semnm

to be a particularly healthy crowd, very few cases of ulcer or fram-

boedle were noted, times iubricets is prevelent .

Agriculture.

The mair diet of these people is Sago, small gardens are made, in which

are planted, sugar cane of fair quality, tero, yam, sweet pobat oes,

baranes, and peu-paus. Very few coconuts were seen and wull were swmll
eand of poor uality.

Fish are caught in woven baskets wilch are put in the suell streass cary
in the morning and collected at dusk.

Irasport.

These people have no means of transport except walking , whenthey wleh

bo oross the river they swim, some quite good swirmmers werg seen.

The #iriyami people use suall flimsy canoes but tiese arve only used when
they wish to cross the river or go downstream.

Goverguent Influence.

These people could be very quickly brought under Control, they are

prepared to be friendly, guick to pick up sicns end seem eager to heip*
In every case where we met natives I would call out names o villages whick

I knew on the lower Yellow from my previous visits, also I would call
the name of an influential men of Miriyawi "Ibio" as we £ot down these
would be pioket up and they would repeat and point downstream, this

helped us quite = lot as it was a deflnste aign that we were on elther
the Semd or Yellow River. It was not until “he day before we arrived
at Miriyami villege that we were certain that we were on the Yellow or

the Sand river, the natives would cell out the name of village which

-
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Ikn/aw %o be on the Yellow River and would point iwwnstresn, but

as the two rivers run paraellel it was hard to be certain.

On our arrival in Miriyemi I was glven qulte e&n enthusiastic welcome

as meny of the natives reuasbered me from my last visit in 1932,

B, Sepik River.

The patrol arrived on the Sepik River on 23fd July andmade camp atthe
foot of the Kojabu mountein in the sawe place as I madeit in 1932.

On the morning of the 24th July I went up the mountein (1600 feet),

from the sumit of this one gets & splendid view of tle country over which
we had been. (2 a cleer Gay the foothills of the Altape range con be
bleinly seen. also looking down the mein Sepik om gets a olear view

of tne Wogames mountaius which are approxdmately 60 miles above Ambunti,
The k.L.0sprety arrived in the after-oon and we proceeded downstrean
cealling et Ambunti, Japancai, and leaving the vessel at Twibunghi.

It was Zow water on the river end the mosguito's were net so prevale.t

as they usuelly ere.

€, Tupbuney to Wewsk.

The wealk overland from Tumbungu to Wewak was wade ip three and a WP days.
The whole area of couwn.”, & one vas® grass plain, the grass is a ki nd

o swemp grass or buck oats amd should be splendid feed for cattla.

The villages are mostly poor and mare ar less e glected. Houses are
tullt on the ground and are of & Very poor type.

The natives ar® of mediwm build and appear to be healthy although

cases of ulcers end framboesia were noted.

This r oute would meke a s nd >ad for guick communication with the
Bepik River, & rumner cwld easily make Tumbungu in two and & helf deys ,
and from Tuumbungu t o Awburti cen be made by cance 1n ebout 12 how 8, or
Tumbungu o Angorem in about 8 hours. Horses cen be used as far as

Chuembo and then with a little brid as Tumbungu.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA & NEW GULNEA.

REF, VKA.14

Sub~-District Office,
Angoran,
Sepik District,

23rd September, 1949.

District Officer,
WEWAK,

LD REPORTS

Forwerded herewith is a copy of & pre-wer
Patrol Repaort by lr. E.D. Robinson sovering an over-
land trip to the mouth of the Yellow River and down
the Sepik.

I uerstand that o similsr patrol from
Lumi to the Yellow River is contemplated in the fairly
mwer future and his report should be of great assist-
ance to Mr. Gilbert,

I have obtained permi on from lMr. Robinson
to make coplev of & number of ¥Fre-wer reports and I will
Torward them to you as opportunity occurs. I suggest
that you send u copy of the enclosed report to the
Directar and flnd out his view I imegine he also
wuld be glad to receive any such documents,.




triet Serviseg,
irs, NABAUL.
1933,

fature

showld ue
purposen,






