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BANNING PARK

Banning Park, perhaps, is the most important
site in Wilmington. It was the home of General Phineas
Banning, who was Wilmingtont's outstanding resident. From
the old colonial building and the spacious grounds, he
directed hils widespread transportation enterprises. The
old house and grounds seemed to be filled with the drive
ing force of their owner. The driveways crunched and
rattled under the wheels of stages and freightersi and
the buildings behind, strong with the pungent odor of
horses and harness, resounded to the shouts of Banning's
strong and reckless men. Inspired by the spirit of the
indomitable Banning, they btréve to beat their rivels
from San Pedro into the city of Los Angeles, or perhaps
in starting for the far distent Selt Lake City.

Phineas Benning was born in 1830 at Oak Hill
Farm near Wilmington, Delaware.! His father, though a
man of some educational attainments and prestige, had,
nevertheless, somewhat iimi'ted means with which to care
for his femily of eleven children, of which Phineas was
the ninth.2

i. P. Banning, ;T%% settlomntl% Wilmington,l. i
2+ JeleTGuinn, 4 alifornia an exte
; h;n;ag_z _e_f_ Los %il and environs, 1I, 29
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