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GULF DISTRICT PATROL REPORTS
| 1 and 1 6
KEREMA & KTIKORI

Report No. Q?ficer Conducting Area patrolled
atro
KIKORI
1 - 55/56 J .B.Short Upper Tauri and Kapau Rivers,
(Special) Kukipi Administrative Area
l
KEREMA ‘
6 - 55/56 K.L.Fitzgerald Moripi Census Division '
1A - 54/55 3.Hardy Kerema Bay Census Division {
2 - 54/55 .N.Harris Engge Creck Area, North of the
Bbohiki River
3 - 54/55 A.X.Jackson Engge Creek Area, North of teh
Lohiki River
- 54/55 D.F.Permezel Kaipi Census Division
- 53/54 E.Flower Thu Patrol Post and villages to
Arehava
2 - 53/54 G.R.Keenan Kairu and LorabadaVillages
3 - 53/54 B.Bowman Ihu to Arehava and Ihu to
Kerema
5 - 53/54 B.E.Bowman Kerema Bay and Opau Villages
6 - 53/54 G.R.Keenan Swanson and Ivori River Areas
7 - 53/54 B.E.Bowman East Coast, Tauri and Kapuri
Rivers
9 - 53/54 M.J.Denehy Tauri River to its junction with

the Opio River
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| Area Patrolled... Upper.Tauri.and. Kapaw.Rivers, Kukipi.Adwinistrative. Area.
P. S. Gall, Patrol Officer
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans....members INew Guinea Resources Prospecting
1 N.M.A, Company,
Natives.. 10 members R.P.&.N.G.C.
B2 'carriers -~ ¢omposite group Kainantus
Duration—From..12/..7.../19.66. to....5...10/19.55.. and Goilalas
l
: TN OF T TR II..........cococnsiiinsisnsissssssmmonirstsommasiissmnne
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?...... NeMeda...
s ) Last Patrol to Area by—District Services......../........ i - Pre-war (?) {

Medical ... .. PR | T N None
Map Reference. Army..3%rat.. Series,. 4.miles.to. 1 inch,. Yule.and. Vau. Sheets

Objects of Patrol..(1)..Escart.ta. New.Guinea. Resources. Prospecting.Ca........
survey group to Upper Tauri and Kapau Rivers, (2) Administrative
prenetration of this area.

.....................................................................................................

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS,
PORT MORESBY.
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! |
|
| Amourc Paid for War Damage Compensation ... £,
|L ‘. Amcusr Paid from D.NLE. Trust Fund ... BRSO ot |
; Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund ... oIy SR
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Patrol Report lo, Kik, 2 (Special) -56/58 of
July=-October, 1966,

Conducted by;
Je« Be Short, Fatrol Cfficer,

Area Patrolled;
Upper Tauri and Kapau Rivers, Kukipi Administrative
area,
Objects of Patrol;
(1) Escort to New Guinea Resources Prospecting
Company survey group to the Upper Tauri and
Kapau Rivers.

(8) Administrative penetration of this area.

Duration of Patrol;
From 12/7/66 to 5/10/66. 86 days.

last Patrol to the Areaj;
Native Affairs - Pre-war (?)

Medical - None

Map Reference;
Army Strat. Series, 4 miles to 1 inch, Yule and
Wau Sheets,

Personnel Aocompanyiag;
European; - P, S, Gall, Patrol Officer.

Members of llew Guinea Resources
Prospecting Company.

Native; « 10 members R.P.&.N.G.C.
1 ledical Assistant

58 Carriers - composite group
Kaimmntus and Goilalas,
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latrol Rerort lo, Kik, 2 (Special) -55/66 of

DIARY.
10-7-550

Left Port lioresby at 8,.00a.m. on i,V. "Kano", accompanied by
10 police with stores for 11 weeks for Kairuku to join members of
New Guinea Resources Prospecting Company survey party. Arrived
Kairuku at 3,30p.m,, Stayed with A.D.,0, lir, W, Tomasetti,

11- 7-68 -

Remained at Kairuku, loading boat and maeking final
preparations for trip to Tauri River Base Camp of 1l.G.R.F.Co,.

1"'7'550

7:00a.m, party consisting of liessrs R, liayward, J. Puckey,
AeAe B‘ttu. Be K\lﬂn'ill. 10 pn“. 1 NelesA,, and 62 labourers
sailed from Kairuku on M.V, "Kano" for Moviave villaege, Crossed
Eukipi bar, a difficult one, and entered the Tauri River at 2,30p.m..
Arrived lioviave villege on the Tauri at 3,30, Police and labouders

esmped in villgge. |

18’7"“ [}

7.10a.m. departed Moviave on the li,V. "Fano" for Terapo
CathoOlic liseion station, arriving 8,00a.mn, "Z“emo" unloaded, the
geer, eqnipment, supglics, etc, being transferr . to double cances
bedonging to the coupeny. The party joined by ancther company
‘er, ir. J, Laver, at Terapo. Left Terapo at 10,15a.m, on the
doudble cances driven by out-boards., Canoes were initially kept in
pairs, lashed together and driven by 2 out-boar.s. As the number
of river obstacles ir'~reased, the double canoes _ ‘oceeded
individually. It was hoped to reach a group of garden houses (kombatd
called Apuapu by late afternoon but as the river was low travel
was retarded by numerous snggs, and at 4,7%0p.m. camp was established
at a smaller kombati, 3 hrs down-river from Apusapu,

14~-7-56.

7.20a,m, left the kombati in 4 - 3 single "double
canoces”" and 1 double “double canoe", each le canoe unit :
carrying sn approximate 1j-2 tons in cargo and personnel, At 1.80p.m. :
the double "double cance" with Messrs Puckey, Sutton and Gall aboard
had trouwbdble with the out-board, the swift current turned the
canoe sideways against a snag, splitting one of the canoce hulls
and the unit. lMuch cargo was washed off, but all except a
few items were saved, Amongst the items retrieved from the
bottom were 2 rifles, a camera and dbunch of keys. Portion of the
police rations were 4 particularly rice and wheatmeal. The
broken cance was al oned and the group proceeded on, At 3,30p.m.
another canoe got out of control in rapids. The cance was being
pullel and poled through a shaliow part, but the bow of the canoe
was allowed to get too far out into the swift current where the cance
boys lost econtrol., The engine was started but the heavily laden
canoe was quickly swamped by the rough water, The canoe remained
upréght but washed down the rapid, Little cargo was lost but more
rations damaged by water, It was then decided to leave all bdbut
essential cargo and some of the labourers at a nearby kombati,
continue on to the bas: camp and collect the other cargo next day.
Darkness fell and rain started to fall before camp was reached.
After several drags over shallows the first canoe reached camp at
7.30p.m,, the last canoe coming in 656 minutes later, At camp met the
other merbers of the party, lessrs R, Schweers and F, O'Brien.

O

16-7-66,

At base canp drying out gear. Cance left for down-river to
pick up oargo and lsbourers. When canoe returned from first trip
afternoon spent drying out and re-packing rations. rHalf rice wet

n'l }; PN e . . ' ' ' i . ' ' ' ' 1 ' ' ' ' ' '
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but can be dried out and will be utilised early for whole party to
avoid loss by deteriora ion., ecideld at this stage to pool all
rations, estimate all requircments together with company, drawing
from company stocks. Company personnel sp nt day sorting out gear
and rations, Several Tgke people arrived early in the morning with
the news that they had been chased cut of their village a few weeks
earlier by the Nankona p-ople, MNo-one wac injured. Th lankona later
ran away, The !‘gke people alio adviscd that llankona was a large
village with lined houses unlike their owm group of hamlets,

Police given driil at dase camp which 1s a flat, clear knoll about
40 feet above the river, Cuards posted to accustom police to routine
expected later, Canoe returned from second trip down river at 3,30p.m.

16"'”“.

Sorted out end re-packsd rations brought up on second trip.
Rice was all dried out in the sun but some wheatmeal had to be
dumped., Company person el continued sorting, packing and weighing
stores and equipment for helicopter drop, This is a most involved
and intricate process. About 10 tons of gear had to be individually
sorted, checked, packed and wzighed, then marked for each dQump and
stacked in order of priority., llelicopter sites were required each
horisontal mile distance along the route as emcrgency landing sites.
lessrs Sutton and Humphries left camp at 8,00a.m. for Hell's Gate
where they oarried out gauging operations on the Tauri River.

17.7'55 .

Started preparing personel gear for departure fron camp on
Tuesday. Company personnel continued packing for helicopter 1ift,
Messrs Sutton and Humphrics returned from Hell's Gate at 3,30p.m,

18=7=-566,
At base camp, Final preparation of gear.

19.',.85.

9.10a.n, canoce left for Yarmuti Junction camp with gear and F.
0'Brien accompanied by R. Hayward. lMr, Hayward returned at 12.10p.m.
and P,0.'s Short and Gall left at 12,30 for Ya uti. Arrived 2.10p.m.
at bank of Tauri - 16 minutes walk to camp site opposite Yamuti and
Kapau Junction., Canp established -~ then to mission villages for
inspection, Threce villages - two of them on right bank of Yamuti
(xnown locally as Dutei) at its junction with Kapau left bank. One is
the Catholic village of Santa iaria and the other, right in the
junction, is the L.Y.S. village of Schwenki, Opposite, on the right
bank of %ha Kapau, is the L.M.S. village of Biani. The reason for
the two L.L.S. villages is th,t they each contain Kukukuku people
from different vil ages vho are living on their own land, They will
not combine as the say they would fizht, lowever the Catholics assert
that the village of Schwenki is on the land bought for the Catholic
Mission by P.0. Connolly. The Tauri here is known as the Gotai, The
mﬁ: who live in Santa aria have come down from a village called
Wig which lies to thc N.E, of the junction. So also do the people
from Schwe: £¥1 and they are living én their own land. The people of
Bieni came from Iemu, one day away to the north., Wigini may not
exist now, as all may have moved down. The Catl..olic village wishes to
make one llita a village constable, le canot speak Motu but has lived
6 years at Moviave and speaks Toaripi. This appears to be a mission
expedient and would be useless unless he spent some time at the
Kukipi government station and learnt !lotu and police duties.

20-7-656,

Remained at Yamuti Junction camp awaiting ilessrs Hayward,
Laver and Humphries., lielicopter due to arrive at base camp to-day.
Savw several more Kukukukus from the mission villages and purchased
a snall quantity of sweet potato and banana, During afternoon
helicopter passed ovcerhead on initial survey of landing sites.
lessrs Heyward, Laver and umphrics arrived per canoe from base with
more labourers. Prepared for move next day.
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21-7-656,

6.60a.,m, departed for igke villege with full line of carri s
total, 62 Kainantus and Goilalas, Carrier line strung out somewat,
showing no concern over attitude of locals whilst some were
diffienlt to keep up in line, Valked all day last group reaching
gke at 5.,16p,. . A hard day's carrying, particularly for first day.
Several young boys from nission village accompanied us and also a
few older men, Two of the miscion teachers declared their intention
of coming to tgke and started offin the morning. iowever there was n
sign of ‘hem at midday and they never reached the village, lione
of them have ever been ther:.,- the Apostles were made of sterncr
stuff! Several ‘gke people grected the patrol in the partieuiar
hamlet where the canp site was established, including one lidua
vho appears to be the leader. They appeared compl-etoly friendly
and showed neither fear nor antagonian,

22-7-56,

8.,20a,m, departed gke for Be Junction, Shortly aftor start
Nr, Hayward left main party with 4 police and 4 labourers to visit
one of lateral helicopter sites, of which there is one every mile
to Be Creek and Kapau power site., iain party eontinued along ridge.
My Hayward rejoined main party at top of first mountain, about
2,100 ft,, into a saddle and up again to 2,800 ft followed by stcep
deseoent into Be Creek camp site., Arrived camp at 3,30p.m.. The
patrol was acconpanied by approximately 40 gkes who also canped in
the restricted space at the Creek junction. They showed great
curiosity about everything, but no attempts at steal « Very
difficult to keep them away from camp construction activity. Total
strength in the camp area now is 6 Europeans, 11 police, 1 ledical
Oﬂorly, 4 cooks, 20 Kainantus and 27 Goilalas, plus about 40
Kukukukus - all in the space of about 1 acr e,

23-7-565,

Setting up forward bvase canp., Light rain in morning, fiest
time for some days. River Tauri is very low at the moment and can
be waded waist high at one point just above the 3e Junction. Mest of
the Egke pesople left this morning to return to the village stating
their intention to rcturn the next day with food. Helicopter
arriving at 36 minute intervals with sup lies from Tauri dass camp.
On second mording trip lMr, P. Cunliffe, one of N.G.R.P. Co. London
directors came in, followed later by llessrs A, Sutton and J.V.
Pugkey. Cargo alsc coming in, Late afterncon several Kukukukus
appeared on opposite bank of Tauri, Finally 16 appeared, Shy at
first, they came down and talked with igke people acrossc the river,
Later we crossed in dinghy and gave th'm sone trade. They came from
village of Wambiu on right bank of Tauri and have been contacted by
a previous patrol, Two of them had been to Kerema,

24-7-56,

Ir, Cunliffe left on helicopter's first trip out of Be camp
at about 7.00a.m,, Others all rema in camp, Preparations made
for the trip to Nankona, The Warbih poogle crossed over the river
and entered the camp., Friendly people, language slightly different
and appearance not as fierce as the "gke,

26-7=66,

8.,16a.m, lessrs Short, Gall, | ayward, :uckey, 29 carriers,
2 cooks and 10 police left Be Creek camp for jlankona areca, Also
accompanied b  about 10 Kulkkukukus from gke and Jamuii Junction,
Shortly a ter leaving the can) mus<haresd-myxmunt the track was
barred by cut bushes, branches and saplings, This occurred
numerous times all the way up the ridge. At the crest of the ridge
voices were heard, and proceeding quietly we frightened 6 Nankonas
in a bamboo clump, who prouptly crashed mfx down off the ridge in
great haste, Our ca .3 to them through an interpreter were
unanswered, Viaited for # an hour and then procceded on along the
main ridge, dropping of down a spur to the right towards Nankona
as seen earlier from the helicopter by !'r, lHayward onto a saddle
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Joining the lower of the 2 Tankona peaks. iound a well used track
and followed it dowm, .ode Cw.p at. . L.0Upe.m, at the lowest point
of the saddle, lio contact made with llankonas, although they wero
heard calling one anotier, ' olicema., .agari, cut himself above
knee rather badly with tomahaw., ™ull guard established, including
Puropeans members of party, but no sign of anyon-,

26-7-60,

Threc natives ajypeared out of the mist at 7.30a.m, calling
out as they came down the slope to ards the comp, 7 e did not carry
bows. Spoke tc them and gave pres nts. They sald tley were rom
Nankona ard that they would go away and return wi'h food, FeUs CGall
departed camp at 8,30a.,m, with Const, Sagari, 4 police and 6
carriers for Be Creek, Shortly after the departure a larger group
of l'ankonas arrived at the saddlc camp. T.ey appeared frigtened
and anxious to plcase. iore lankonas ar ived in groups and spotted
the Egkes who had accompanied the patrol, If looks could kill, the
“gkee dicd a filery, violent deatih! The situ.tion was uncomfortable
for a while, 80 when the group went away to get food, the Tgke
people were despatched back to Be, Othor Liankonas hrought hananas,
sweet polatoes and suger cane which war trac3d, mainly for Leads,
which proved a very populer iter of tradc,. he main diet appears to
be banana, sweet potato and sugar cane, Quite a number of the people
ayeared during the day. Pele. Gall and party reached Be Creek at
11.16a.m., followed shortly after by the igkes despatched from the
saddle camp, Const, Sagari flown out by helicopter ic Terapo
Miselon for medical aid, rarty departed De camp at 1,00p.m, for
retwn trip to saddle camp, arriving at 4,15p.m.. The group was
followed by a party of lankonas proceeding below the main ridge,
poesibly unaware of the patrol's preserce above on mein track,
Guards posted, Altitude of saddle camp LY30 feet,

2?""'65.

Some Nankonas arrived to act as guides, 5till no bows and
arrows, The impression gained is that they consider the patrol with
some Aappreo on and signs of mis-giving, not knowing what thoy
might expeect, '"hen questioned sbout the closing of the track their
explanation was that somebody else was respcnsible, Also said that
the peoplc from the other side of 'err Creck were responsible for the
incident that occurred there, Climber hill above the saddle and
across another gaddle onto lankona iiill, llumerous gardens, et more
people and werc show: a camp site in gquite a good position near the
village., llost of the village is down in the valley on the Worr
3ide of the hill whilst others arc situated on top of the hill,
Camp at a. altitude of 2,700 ft. Talked to the people assembled at
the camp about the patrol's visii, adaministration, law anu order,
Then gave a demonstration of fire-power, firstly rapid fire through
a tree stuanp from a 3086 rifle, followed by pistol shots through
several thicknesses of bark into which our hosts had, on request,
shot some ar-ows, During this demonstration one man fainted., After
this all the men rushed to the tree stunp a:d started touching it
and cutting pieces of wood from wherce tiue buliets had penetrated.
They sald they would tie these pieces to their arrows, Secondly, a
demonstration was given of felling a tree with gelignite, Af'ter the
explosion, which impressed everyone, o fainting, all rushed to the
stunp, held it, stood on it and rubred their hands on it, cutting
shreds and pieces oirit, and wrapped the pilesces up in leaves for
putting on their arrows, 'very procaution was taken quring the
demonstrations, Tlhey were very cager to irade for stecel and were
keenly interested tc view our stocks thereof, Vie asked for a pig
in pay.ent for an axe, but it would rappear that pigs are a very
scarce comnodity in the area, They 4o not know how to use trade
tobacco, but have a pipe of their own in +hich they snoke sone
aromatic leaf, The pipe is a section of bamboo about 2" in diameter,
wiich is cut off square at one end and obliquely on the other end,
A wad of leaf is 1lit and placed in the oblique end and the smoke
imbibed from th> other erd, They take a fcw short draws and dblow them
back throurh the pipé a d then take one decp breath and inhale
a fantastic quantity of smoke down into their lungs. One particularly
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objectionable cLaracter wio wished to deronstrote his prowess t
suchi an enormnous .i'eath ol smoke that e nearly passed out, anc
was apeechless for souwe wminutes, tears running frow his eyes, At
dusk they all 12t us, "¢ had Leard a rurour that they intended
attagking the -arty during the night as they considered themselves
robbed in the trading, liowever, the flre-power dermonstration
deterred them, Trading with this group was conducted on equivalent
values as with othe~ groups. 4 cold, misty, watehful nighte A
magnificent xtmwafx panoranic viecw of the wide Verr valley
stretchin; north to the hichlards is obtained from the camp site.

28=-T=00,

Breoice camp at 6,30a.m, <aw gome further ankonas who had not
appear-d -reviously, but who werc reco.nised as being involved in the
Werr Creek incident. Jaited for the clouds to clear in order to
elimb to the top of the hill atl 'ankona and make observationshut
no sign of it eclearing., Then one of the men fram<hmasxpauy who had
accompanied us fron bLase camy and wlio belonged to a nelghhouring
tribve friendly to the liankonas rushed into the middle of the patrol
which wvas grouped round the storcs. lle started gesticulating and
behaved as though in a trance., ie said that we must leave
immediately as we were going to be attacked along the tr.ck, Vhen
asked who was going to attac: 1e finally said "spirits™, lowever
this alarmed the ca:ricrs and to some extent the police. ‘lso
most of the lankonas disayppeared very quickly, The situation was
rather uncomfortable, sc the patrol renained stationary. “ventually
several Nankonas returmed to within a reasonsble distance, and onc
old man who was possibly lheir leader was asked what he knew ahout
it. /lii3 reply was that if anyone altacked, it ,ould not be the
Nenkonas, The patrol's departure from the ca  3site was effected at
9.45a.m,, althoug.. the last Tew to leave werc erded out but not
followed, Several liankonas were observed, st.''oned behind trees ,
watohing our departure, Returned to the Be C.citk camp via a ridge {
which runs down from Nankona to th: ercek ab . 1} miles above the
camp. The last group reached camp at 4,35p.m, Travel down the creoek
was difticult and for most of the way meant elambering over large
bouldsrs.

20-7=66, K

At camp, lessrs Sutton, Humphrics, Laver and O'bBrien engaged
in river gauging and surveying. About 30 natlves Crom Wambiu visited
the oamp, alsc a few from Lgke, Then about 5,00p.is a group of
Nankonas camne into the camp bringing 2 young Loys whon thoy wanted
taken out to civilisation, They were advised t.uat we would
consider their sugiestion later when we were going out, Last day
of helicopter l1lift, lessrs laywasrd, lTucke, and Sutton visited the
Kapau power station site &n it, It then proc cded to slalau
and then returned for the last tluec with mail and », Q. Schweera
from the base camp.

S0-7T=66,

In camp. Hayward and Gell with § poliece to top of mountain
across tue Tawri fron camp, to cut a trig station, Altitude was
1980 ft, Site cleared and tr g station crected. "err Creck site
visicle, l'wucrcus houses, cleared culiivations, and hamlets
were noticed on the slopes of the parallel mountailn to the weast
acroas the wide valley., heturned to camp aboat 4,%0p.n. The
Nankonas returned to their village but the ghke people remained
during the morning, and were nost intrigued by the batiery charger.
They held their hands over the nachine, pu'ling an. cracking their
fingers and wanted to touch thec motor, One mun breught &« bey up to
the motor and vigorously cracked his fingers for him over it. It
would seem they imagine the, gein strength in their hands from the i
motor, They have also done this with a shot,un. Other menbors of
the party surveying and riv:: gauging. ,
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31-7-55,

Spent the day in Be ca p, lade preparations for rove up to
the ridge hetween the e and Verr Creeks to-morrow,

1-8=80,

Fe0.'s Short and Call laft Le camp at 9.15a,.m, accompanied
by ¢ police and a number of ¢ .rri s for the top or th: ridge
betw 'en Je and Verr Creeks, Avrived at 12,15 and made camp, -arriers
returned to Be Creck for the night. ll.G.2.Fs Co person el engaged
in survey work at lLc Creck dam site, Altitule of ridge caap aboutl
2,600 ft,

2=3=50,

Day in ridge canpe Carricrs arrived from e Creek at 11.205a.m.
with a lcad of stores., Visited by a fe: people from ‘ankona, Carriers
elearing the camp site and returned tc 3¢ canpe.

5'8-550

At rldge canp all day. Carri re case in again with another
load and again returncd to bDe for the nipght, Visited by another
group from lankoaa, including their leadcr, Titarnga, to whom a
knife was give: as & preaent, Also one young man cane in frou a
village called Veuga which, he says, is across t..e Tauri from here,
They are friendly with the l'anicona, lle was presented with a small
knife and some beads to tpice back to hils vil age. !le said that he
had never seen a europecan b fore nor had any ever been to his
village, llame of the peak orn which Nankora is situated is
Amingeng, The one nec ' it 1o Niminge, "aiau is a high peak beyond the
Kapau to the east, which appears to be over 4,000 ft,

4-8-56,

Remained at ridge camp, Visited by sev ral lankonas and
also several men from Weuga. ‘hey show no surprise whatever at
seeing Buropeans although they adrit that vhey have never seen them
before, They have heard of them through trade with the Moviave, At
12,30p.m, the complete party fromn Be Creek arrived in camp with
all carriers, liow @ Iuropeans in camp, A large amount of equipment
has been left in the comp site at Be Crcik, it being quite
imposeible to move all the equimment everywhere, More Kukukukus
cate into camp includi . several women with small children., They
b t swect potato, sugar cane and bananes to sell, but they at
no t bring large quantities of food and expect a knife or agxe
for a suall handfMull of focud, They arc nard bargainers! Deads they
value greatly as they 4o all stesl articles; tobacco they like
du% do not value as a trade item, vening highlighied by e
"fire-works" display, £ marine rockets being set off; despite a
rather thick mist they provided quite an illumirating display.

5-3-56,

8.,30a,m,  essrs Short, Hayward end Schwecrs left camp
accompanied by € police and a nunber of egzrriers to find a
suitahle route teo Werr Creek junction, Moliowed a native track
for sone distence, then left the ridge and woved down to the river,
The track down had to be cut all the way ard some difficulty
incurred in locating the right spur to descend, Difficult going dut
finally arrived cut in the junction. Dumped some stores in g fly
and returned vp a cpur cutting a track for futurc use, Left Verr
Creek at 12.30p.0, and arrived back in camp at 3,00p.m. Other
group spent day at caup selecting ad cutting a trig slle. weveral
people from lNankona and also Veugs (including womens came to trade.

B=ilmbE o
9,00a.,mn, lessrs Short, suttorn, layward, -chweers, Puckey,
Hurphries and O'Brien lef't ridge camp for Verr .reclk, accompanied
by 7 police and some carriers, arriving 10,.26a,m.. Camp establiched
on right bank of Verr at junctior with Tauri. Carriers returned to
Ridge escorted by 2 police. CGall, Laver and 5 police spent night at
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Ridge Camp. Clearing site for tri, station. Visited by sevoral
Nankonas. Verr party visited by sore people from euga.

. T=i=05,

Survey comenced at err Creek, 3Jutton and Hwaphries
completed gavging of Tauri and "err. A nu ber of pecple from "euga,
which is only a short distance from the camp and not acroes .he Tauri
came into the canp to trade, At no time has a whole bunch of
bananas been seen, it is usually single bananas scattcred a.ong a
few sweet potatoes in a auall string vag. Jeads are most popusar,

E but, of course, tlhey would prefc: steel, Tiids groupy has 1o pigs at
all, Laver and remainder of labour deparied ridge camp at 12,30pem,
for Verr Creek, A party of 10 aru d Juiukukus visited tho ridge
camp during the afternocn, (.0, Gall and & police spent night at

“ ridge caup.

N 8-8=55,

Werr survey continued, Short accompuanied O'Drien and Laver
to ridge Vvehind camp to ereet o trig station. Party returned to cemp
at noon, Sutton and 'umphries left cany accompanied by 4 police and
a nuber of carricrs for Ridge Canp arriving at 10,50a.m, "wo police
and gome labour retuwrned to Werr from Ridge in afternoon, About 20
men and boéys and 2 women from Weuga visited Vierr ¢ with food for
sale, They appeared very frienily and said they had been anroyed
with the "ankona for shooting at the perty earlier, They claim there
will be no fighting while the patrol is in the arca but that as soon
age we depart fighting will re-comuerce,

11.,40aem, Gall, -utton aud !lumplrics departed Ridge for Le,
arriving 2.,10pen.s verything intact and whilst nothing appeared to
lze missing, it would seem that some Kukukuku: had entered and searche

he camp,

vy

- v

9-5~-06,

Q Verr survey continucs, Company p rsonrel on plane tadle
survey of junction environs, rFuckey on geological reconmaissance,
Laver and O0'Brien runring traverse from trig station to camp area
at Juaction, About 10 peoplc from leuga came into camp, some new
faces among them, including 2 women, Gall, Humphries and Sutton
proceeded from De camp up steccp spur, along mountain ridge, down
to Igke gardens and over a low hill to hamlet at helicopter
platform 0,8, A slow tedious Journey taking 9 hours, Supplies left
at campy intact.Arrival coincided witl neavy, sharp downpour, ldua,
head uwan, reports a slashed tent covering the sup . lies stored ed
Kapau base; inference being that stores pcssibly ransacked by local

Rukukukus,
. 10-5-55,
‘ Company p-reonunel continuing verr swrvey. Sone 25 people
- from wWeuga, including about 14 women and children, came iato camp

bringing the largest amount of food sceu su far. 7.40a.mn, Lessrs

} Sutton and Hunphries accompanied by a party of Hainantus departed
lgke for Yamuti en route Tauri base, Terapo Lo Kairuku, 0. Gall,
escort police and carriers returned to be CUreek, arviving &,00p.m.
Attended Tauri ga.ge rcadings.

11-8-66,

A road cutting party proceeded tc ~ut a track down the Tauri
from Verr to Be caup, returning to Verr at 4,50p.m, survey
continues. F.0. Gall depa ted De camp at [ .20a.n. and proceeded
per ridge track to Verr camp, arriving at 12,30p.m. Afternoon
Gall accompanied Puckey on geological recornaissance up Tauri and
Verr,

12"8"550

< Werr survey continues, now nearing coipletion. lemained at
camp, lumber of people from Veuga came into camnp, bringing a
large amount of food to sell,

" /r: Sl ¢ . . ' ! ! ! '
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Acmalned in canp, Survey comnpleted during the day. Visited by
about CU Iukuicukus Irom o groups: soi: fram Veusa, a large nuber
fro a group called Ingobia which 1s up on the head-wrters of the
Iaba Creek, and ¢ fron Teduta, a short way in from the right bhank
of the Tawri. All had had no previous contact with “uropeans bdbut
had beads troded from the coast (loviave and/or Lerena),

14-2-50,

Sunday - oLserved, Visited by about 20 lukukukus from Weuga
who traded vegetables, T .ese were foliowed later Ly about 41 from
Nankona who seaid they we e paying a friendly visit, They bought nc
food to trade. Then they went, or said they were going, to .cuga to
sleep, Several Veuga womes: and children caue down by theiiselves
aud joined up with the lankona at tlhe camp, They returned first to
their village, A demonstration of fire-power was given the Veuga
people, - this being the first occasion when ticre were not
working psarties all up and down: tle river. Showed penetrating
power by firing through a trece etunp, and range by firing at a rock
and into the river sone distance away, Une men fainted, The Veuge.
requested "permission" - and invited our aseistarce - to return and
fight their neighbours, peace, apprarently having reigned zoo long in
the area, They displayed a slight trace of disap oinment at the lack
of an enthusiestic response to their sugpestion, A talk was given
on the aims of administration, law and order,

15-8-00,

At 3,26a.m, loft Verr Creek caup for Be Creek, It was possible
to move camp in a single 1lift, Walked along the Taurdi down the left
bank on the trach previously cut, This way would he segible
during the wet season., At present the river is parti ly low,
the fiow being about 750 cusecs above De Creek, Weri Creek had 130
cusecs when gaured, DBe Urecek has about § cusecs, A 1~ ze portlon of
the way is over stones - a difficult route for carri rs, Arriv:d in
Be canp at about 3,36p, ', To damage had been done to etores and
gear left in camp but again, on closer examination, it was found
that everything hed been turned over and looked through, Pollewed
do;n to Be by 7 Kukukukus from Weuga who bought sweet potato to
sell,

16-8-06,

Remained at camp. Survey of arca ror da: eite was continued
from where left off before going to Yerr Creck, Late altcrmoon
rains continued on into the night, the heaviest fall to date during
patrol,

Remained ir campe. lidua from gke arrived in camp in the
afternoon with the news that the atorcs dunped on heligopter
platform 11 site had been broken inte and stolen 'y nearby natives,
He believed that no danege had been done to stores at the power
site on the Xapau River, One of the netives with him confirmed this
and guaranteed to look after the stores on the promise of a knife
a8 subsequent payment, The Tauri rose 1'7" during the day, the peak
reached about 12,30p.n.

18"9-55.

Remained in camp. Survey continu~s close to camp - within
sight, River rose still higher avove yestordar's peak, lore
‘ankonas in during the day.

19-5-566,

Short accompanied,on geolc_lical reconnaissance up mountain on
right bank of Tauri at 3¢ junction., Also on study of rocks along
left bank of Tauri. Conversation with Distriet Officer, Port loresby,
on radio at 11.40a.:, Still no contact with Kairuku, both it and Yule

Island station are apparently off the air, River rose still higher
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than yesterday. ‘'ow reacted 4'1.1" on gauy Doard roun 1'1", in 3
days. leak rcached at noon, ther storted to fall slowly.

20-8-56.

Survey continued, riv r bed levele tsken, plane tabling.
River follen comewhet to-day. 8.1%7a.m, 'ecesrs Call and Iuckey left

gamp »n a geological reccon aissan ¢ 0" Be Crceks, 1.00p.iie camap
ests ished at junct’"n of Poil-¢ and e, Visited by 12 lankcnas,
91-8‘550

Rest day iu De caupe tfreparations wade for morse out by essra
Short, Laver and Jochweers to-uorrow to cut 2 trig gtations, T4 and
T6 on ridge between Tauri and Kapau, Tauri ¢lli still furtior dut
stili discoloured. GeUVa.u, CGall and Juckey procoeded wp Be,
branching up .wnuoiika Creck to its source at 1,000 £t at the junction
ef 2 spurse Just Lelow lankona, xXiremcldy large boulders encounte:ed
in this area, Returr 1 to camp at 12,45p.m, meeting 24 'ankonase.
1.50p.ue procceded up rei-o, oncountered further lacrge boulders, to
$ts source in a omall patch of saro swamp in which was found a
primitive sapo making device, Returned to camp, where caught
swinning in a pool (Be) by 12 lankonas, some of whom promptly dived
in and managed to %eep the-selves afloat, They were introduced to a
cake of soap, the use of which intereated them immensely.

22-8-56,

Bedla,u, «csars Suort, laver and Schwecrs left Be Creck
gaump with 4 police and a number of carriors to set up a camp site
oen the main ridge betwecr Tauri and .apaun in order to establish 2
trig stations, Cli bed ridge on the main track to gke as far ns
top of the ridge, then branching north dowm the ridge. Camp
established in the saddle near thc end of the ridpe. On way down
the ridge a large mtmmz outcrop of rock about 20 ft high was observed
on the top ofthe ridge, In 1 face of the rock a hole had been made
and a small trestle built with a platform at the bottom 1i: of the
hole, lialf in the h le end half on the platform were placed the dHones
of a grown man (or woman) and draped shout the trestle and platform
were about 12 arrows all broken in several places, Fo Tulkukukus were
seen, Altitule 1,°0C rt,

iessrs Puckey and “all broke camp at 7.,6La.m, procceding down
Be Creek to hase camp., Creelr at very low level and some exceedingly
large bouldcrs negotiated, Arrived camp at 1ll.l0a.m,

23=-0=558,

Fleld partys: two groups went out simultaneously to cut trig
stations, one back up the rldge and cne on up a low peak to the
north DBolh within a milec of each otlicr, each party returning to camp
by 3.00p.m, At Be base camp, company pecrsone) continued Taurd junction
survey. oeveral Lukukukus canc to the camp on trading visits, Late
afternoon J Weuga children reaghed the camp and reported the murder
of the father of one of them, They explalned that natives from Iaba
at the head-water of a creek hy that rame, had come down and
muprdered him in his garden while his wifc stood by telling them not
to do it. They fired one arrow through his side and thep held him
down and fired anotler through his neck, They then fired 4 arrows
through the wife's arme and legs and ran of'”, The son, who was
hiding, puiled the arrows out of his mother, who aprarently survived,
and then with the other twe boys hurried down to report the matter,
placing faith in Conat, “egera, the Interpreter from Kerema, to go back
and settle the matter, Unfortunately, at this stage, the patrol,
Furopeans and Police, was s8plit in 2 grouvs, ¥Xegcra being with the
absent base line survey party. The information was interpreted by one
of tlLe yow mission hoys fror Yamuti whe had accompanied the patrecl.

24=0-05,

8¢00a.m, field part, left camp with all carriors to find a
suitable road for the move from Je Creck to the Fapau power site, ~
treck was cut along the cast side of the ridge until a native pad

was locpted, This was fol owed and led siradght to the helicopter
platform Nolli. The food dump which ad been placed under an erected
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fly had been ransacied. verything had been moved and looked over,
Rice bLags lLed been left Hut 2 cnses of meat had becn opened and L
contents removed in thelr entirclr’. Also all tobacco, matches, pap'r,
1’ soap, sugar and salt taken, A 1scult tin was opened and 1-f{ and all
Puropean io0d cascs opened and lovked OVers Returned to thLc camp by
the top of the main ridge, thus conneotbing up the road fron 2e. One
Kukukuku came into the camp fron o nearvy ua let - near platform 11,
At Be camp ‘auri survey conlinucs. During the morning 10 natives fron
Wakiaua, a group close to ’euga, passed throug! th  camp on thelr way
home from ‘oviave on a tradin: expedition., On hearing the news of the
murder, the group showed anger and exeitcment, split thelr ar-ows in
. two and quiekly disappeared, ruming up the steep spur to the main
pildge in the direction of thelr villaye.

85-?‘-55.

8,16a,m, iessrs short, Laver and schweers left camp to return
‘. to Le camp, Returned vis tne top of the ridge, altitude 2,700 Tt,
reaching camp at 10,50a,7, “urvey continuing round sSe canlp.

C;l
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| 26-8-60,

Laver end Goll to trig sit 76 just abovwe ca p for angle

4 readings, layward and iuckey on short geological survey down the Taurl
towards the dam site, Jchwecrs and O'Brien on plune tabling, Jjust
behing the canp. ' dua came into the camp during the day with a letter
written by Const, oagari from Terapo lllssion, on the 2nd Awnust, It
nad heen prought u, by a native missionary, lidua roturned to Tgke that
f evening.

R7=8=pD

De survey continues, Laver and Gall de arted camp at 9,00a.i.
for tri; station T8 which is situated on the ridge halfway to err
Creck, arrived 11.15a.,m, Cbservations taken but very hazy. “vening
spent at the ridge comp,

" 88-0-00,

7, 5080, departure fro ridge camp rcaching De at S.,056a.m.
Contact made with Likori on normal Sunday District schedule, This
routine was carrieds out, insofar as circustances would allow,
each Sunday during the course of the petrol, In this manner, the
District Conmissioner was kept fully informed of the patrol's
movement and progresc. Freparations werc made for the move cver
the mein ridge to platforn 11 for the trensfer of patrol operations
Lo work on the base 1ive ridge (survey) betwoen the main ridge and the
Kapau ravor and for the ¢o encement of survey of the Kepeu river
power station sites

T
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29- 8.55.

j “ fellaelie Mepers S oort, layward, Iuckey, Schweers left e canp
with 6 police and 80 corricrs for platform 11, Arrived 12,850p.m. and
set up cemp in saddle beyond platform, vhilst establishing camp,
pome Fukukulus came in and were questioned abeut the locs of food from
ghe piatform, They said that they were not responsidl: dbut that the
people had come and stolen the foode The Coilales carriers wouldl
pot believe thom as they lived so close to the nlatform and becane
gngry, It wnd necessary to warn the Collalas to quieten dowm, Whem
some carriers (Goilalas) went back to the platforn to earry the
stores down to the ecamp one of the Yukukurus drew his bow and was
regtrained by Concte lote. 1t would appear that the Gollalas
entagonised the Kukukukus, Ce20p«me Lols Short and 2 police eacorted
the Goilalas back through tie hamlet to the spur on the main ridge.
The cappicrs then returned on their ouwn to ¢ Lreek, Survey at 3¢ in
ite fing. stages being comploted by ‘esors Laver and 0'3rien,

30-8-55,
7.4ba.m. Ves ps Short and ruckey with © police for Kapau

i power site helicopicr platfomi, laywerd and chweors with 2 police
wer't alens ridge to decide on pase line pointa, v.50 first group
reachea platform a d found that food store had been picked over and

l') SN —— . ) ' ' 1 ' ' ' ' i .
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some of the meat stolen. \lgc some tohacco, ali the matehea and
paper, Also 2 bags of rige appear to ve inlsol and al. o Do an
food gone through and looked at. racred I od ontéd platform and

peturned to cany ot 11,008,m, Jev ral lukukukus in thc caqp and

shortly after lidua end otner ~gto nativis canx into camngpe. ila

carriers ca e in witl anot load from e, .atives Tron locad

hanlet and also Tror. ke auestioned about the thefis and ' dua agreoed !
that some men from . gke werc reg ousivle, avparently it had heen the

sane ones who had been to e vrecke LYooy had tacen the food, etec.,
fron platfor: 1i, aund Lhon wiewu it was finisled had gone down to the
power site platfomm and repeated the process, idc sald that those
responaiblie bLelonged 1o a hamlet of .gke called ladbiakwi, Yule lsland
was heard calling the ilurarl liver survey proup but could not be !
eontacted from ncre, ‘iell wors at auri- sontinues. A group of

Nankonas care in requesting pay (in axen) for the 2 children who,

the lankonas say, will accompary us ot 0 Loc coast, gors Call |
and O'Brien to lowest Tauri gauge marker for readings.

iesors fayward and Schweers along ridge Lo wor: on base line.
Radio eontsct made with Yule Island at Ve B0asme but un.ble to
eontact them again ap 12,30 or 4,00p.m. noth r load of cargo taken
from De tc vlatform 11 camp, At Pe, trips t@ rivor gauges for
peadings, Tauri-Ne field survey completed to-daye

1-9-65., i

lesers liagyward and oschweors continued to work orn the hase
1ine from 11 camnp. Geologist Puckey on a recon aipasnce down a croek
to the west of the base linc ridpe, fr1lowing this creek to 1ts
Junction with the .e, a distence of ahout 2 milee, Fracticel!y the
whcle of this distance is quite flat, with a f211 of not mope than
100 £t. At a nmnuwb-r of places along the ereek large trees had
fallen acrogs thé creelr fpom bank %o bank, At one end of every one L
of these logs the Fukukulugs had built traps for game about tho size
of s bandico-t. These traps consisted of a race between stakes above
which 1a susgpended a heavy lor, held uy by a system of levers and
cords and se off Dy a trip stick., Any alternative route by-passing
the trap is cut o' by brush fences, Also at all sections of the
egreck where floy was restricted and disversed by larpge gravel and
stonec beds, trenches had been made to make a single fast~{lowing
stream., Again no ppaio eontact but Yule Island could be heard loud
and clear, Carreirs took another load of cargo from 3e, Tauri ldver
up slightly., Gaugi..; done. vening showed signe of incleuwcnt woathor.
Preparations for to-morrow's depapiurs transfer by Je Croex party
and remaining gargo, stores, esuluomont, etcey, to platform: 11 camp.

el —————

2=9=50.

8.,45a.m, departure fror Be Creek camp by Jessrs Laver, U'srien
and Gall, accompanied by & rolice, carriera and remainder of tue
cargo, reoaching Flatioru 11 camp at noon. Ulear radio contact with
Yule Island, eonversation made wil. AelleUe Tomasetti, 2.15pli.
departure by ./ ssre layward, Laver C'BSrien and Gall to the Xapau
River pover site. Caup estau.islcd.

5.9"65 .

conso}idating Fepau carp. Camp activities watched by an
interegted group of Iukukukueg from the top of the steep slope on the
opposite bank of the lapau Gorre, Vo econtact made, ''vr Puckey to
Kapau canp whilst lp Ha ward veturned to ilatform 11 (b,se line)
catp. !leavy consisternt rain throughout t! night,

4=9=C0,

Gall to base line camp ior llUs l@.ll, racio schedule with
Kikori, returning tc Eapeu Dele. €V ral ke pecple to base line
camp Auring day, ‘urther evenii g rsin, '
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5’9'55.

Survey work continues at both base line camp and Kapau power
site area.

6-9-55.

Survey work continues. Some Egke and Butei Kukukukus visited
base line camp, those from Butei carrying a letter from the mission
teacher at Yamuti Junction advising the arrival of canoes from
Moviave. Eight Kukukukus eppeared on the Kapau River bank opposite
the power site camp. Contact was prevented by the Kapau River, swollen
by heavy consistent evening rains., They apparently come from an
Upper Kapau hamlet supponedly under mission influence.

7=9=55.

Geological reconnaissance from Kapau by Mr Puckey accompanied

by P.0. Gall, proceeding up r“’hﬂr“u’ behind camp, veering
south and return to camp up the bank of Kapau. Further heavy

Survey on base line and at Kapau power site continue
simultansously. Congt. Kegera to Kapau in an endsavour to contact

re-appearanse today. Kapau now running extremely high and strongly.
The regular, heavy even down~pours now experienced would indicate
that dry season for this area has now ended.

9-9-55.

Work on the base line now completed except for computatdons.
Radio contact made with Yule Island and N.G.R.P.Co Purari River party.
Reconnaiscsance conducted upstream from Kapau camp.

10-9-55.

Kapau survey continues. Readings taken, proceeded up Neuga
to confluence with a small tributary, thence via a small

wa north to Hedi Creek and site of proposed surge shaft,.
Torrential late arfternoon rain, Kapau t an approximated
5,000 cusecs and thundering down the gorge, the camp.
11=9=55.

Observed. Messrs Hayward and Schweers reached Kapau River
camp at 2.30p.m. from dase line camp.

12-9-55.

Mesers Hayward and Puckey departed Kapau camp and passed through
base line camp at 10.00a.m. en route for Egke, Yamuti Junction, Terapo
and Kairuku. A police escort was provided to Yamuti Junction. Four
carriers and police escort commenced outward gshuttie of stores to
Egke. On return to camp they were accompanied by 2 Moviave mission
teachers (L.M.S.) from Butei village, this being their first visit to
the area. They advise that the Egke and Nankona people intend meeting
together at an Egke hamlet near the base line camp and make peace. Thisy
they claim, is the result of the patrol. One of the teachers has spent
the last 8 months amcng uncontacted Kukukukus, has had a mixed
reception and spent some sleepless nights. He reports a comnsiderable
population in the area where he 3eutod which is 3 days walk from
Butei east of the Kapau. He has also heard of a purported large
populatisn ap the Werr Creek. Rum.l.:;'cnrrion and escort from
Egke report that some of the stores 1 at Egke in the care of Naua
have been stolen. No confirmation of this from Mr. Hayward,

Messrs Laver and Gall proceeded from Kepau camp northwards, crossed
river and climbed a nearby hill, altitude 1,000 ft, to evect a trig
station and take readings. Further Kukukuku game traps noticed. Visited
at trig site by 11 Kukukukus who apparently come from hamlets

Baimeama and Ianiawama situated south and south-east respectively from
the trig station. Evening rains heaviest experienced this patrol.
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13'9-'750

Further cargo out to fgke from base line camp. The Moviave
mission teachers and several fgke people came into the ecamp durlng
the aftemoon. The Nankona peoprle had not appeared. A large number
of Egke people observed in this particular area during the day.
Several east Kapau Kukukukus visfted Kapau camp during the afternoon,

14=9-55,

Radio contact with Yule Igland from base line camp. Mission
teachers came through camp on way to meeting with Nankona. lumerous
Egke people again in camp; all seem very endly. FMarther outward
movement of e¢a to FPgke per Gollala ecarriers. Final survey
readings taken Kapau site and surge shaft trig station. Kapau
camp abandoned and movement of all cargo, personel and carriers to
base 1line camp on ridge.

15«9-5%.

surv work continued members of N.G.R.P. Co party at
“{c ation, Observa made of Kukukuku hamlets and
i ted dwellings situated on mountain llopn east of Kapau. i
aprarent cohesive unity between the scattered i‘no nor a.y
concentration of population. Observations made with binoculars from
the top of a limestone ridge (altitude 2,000 ft) situated west of the
surge shaft on the westem bank of the Kapau. Meeting took place
bm the Egke and Nankona peoples. They met on Be Creck, the
boundary between their lands, and mfn gifts. The - ‘ting celebrates
the alleged finish of inter-tribal fight

16-9-55.

To-day sees the completion of the Tauri River survey with the [
man of scme angles to be taken from several trig stations. The ‘
er of the time will be utilised in the withdrawal of all
oqn:lpcnt from the area. The murder of an Egke native was reported.
‘:gcmuy the native absconded with a village girl vhose father took
rage and murdered the defaulter. Following instructions given for f
the patrol, no action was taken on this or other instances where
mrder or assault against individuals vere reported. The only \
reredial action taken in such matters was in diseussion with the '
various gooups contacted, vhere every endeavour was taken to dissuade ‘

the people from their motaury violent methods of settling their
disputes. .
17=9-5%,

Rest day at base iine camp.
18-9-55%,

Carriers took another load to Egke. rouov:lns radio schedule
with District ssioner, Messrs Laver and Gall departed for
trig stations T snd TS, Camp g Ry e K s ridge saddle joining

the 2 trig statioms,
19-9-5%,

Two more loads of ecargo carried to Egke. Total cargo to be
shifted amounts to about 90 boy-loads. Visit by T4-T5 party (Laver and
Gall) to Be Creek camp for further trig calculations and angle turning,
and return to TW-T5 camp.

20-9-55.

Base line camp abandoned, rty proceeding to Egke, reached at
12,30p.m. and camp established. al survey work completed at Th-T5
party departing at 12.50p.m. for Egke, arriving there at 4.00p.m.. foole

party together again. An Egke villafjer accused the Goilala ecarriers of




Baast
fyy

vV

3

=

L 2

®

o 1IN o

" stealing arrows from his house. The Collalas denied the charge, which,

for a while, was not acceptable to the Kukukukus. llowever the matter
was finally resclved, amicably, when the injured party was gilven a
tomahawk as com;aens'x{',ion for the lost arrows.

21-0-5%,

Carriers off to establsih a camp halfway between igke and the

Butel Junetion, accompanied by a police escort which will remain at the
camp., Messrs Laver and Gall departed at 9.30a.m. for the Mea Crcek.
Followed a steep ridge below iigke eamp down to the Tauri hiver which
was reached at 12.15p.m.. The Tauri was crossed in 2 hours by means of
a primitive raft arrangement which was pulled across the river by hand
using a strong bush rope stretched across the river rfor the purpose. In
one mishap when the rope severed, 2 Gollala carriers were assisted across
the river. Before the whole party was across, 2 west Mea Kukukukus were
sighted, and who approached the group vithou% any signs of fear.
Contact was made and it would ap ear that they belong to a group known
as the Kombiena., They were at first dubious about allowing our figke
guide to accompany the party. Proceeding north up a gentle slope the
track tumed rply west and down steepky along a saddle which ended
in a climb upwards of approximately 900 ft levelling off on a ridge track.
Along this track 2 more Kombienas were met who called across the
adjacent vailey to other members of the group out hunting or gardening.
The call was taken up at several points along the valley and opposite
slopes. A camp site was selected and established at 5.00p.m. within
sight of the Kombiena village. The viilagers came in with vast

antitie * food for sale, including pumpkins. It would appear that w

of thei: ber had visited Kerema station, Several laplaps were !
observed anad the group was most friendly. After the last of the traders
had returmmed to their houses the camp settled down until 8.15p.m. when
another group of 23 Kombienas entered the camp en route for the village,
aprarently from a hunting expedition. One Kukukuku, on sighti.ng the
tilley lamp hanging in the tent, held his dog upside down and forced its
nose onto the hot lamp head which must have been extremely painful for
the victim. It would aprear that the method in this madness was to
increase the dog's hunting powers. Long into the night an incessant
chatter eould be heard from the village undoubtedly discussing the
ratrol,

22-9-55,

Further loads of patrol equipment carried to half-way camp, from
Egke. Numerous Egke people visited the camp, also several Nankona came
in without fear of the Egke and vice versa. The 2 groups appear to be
on good terms: the reconciliation may or may not be permanent. Mea
party broke camp at 7.15a.m., passing through gardens to the group of
12 houses which form Kowbiena. The dwellings are temporary affairs
gixing irdicating a garden settlement only. It is the first large
cluster of dwellings on a village pattem seen by the patrol. The patrol
continued on over several ridges and spurs, cutting down approximately
700 ft to the Tauri Fiver, much wider here than at the Be-Tauri
junction. Continued along the right Tauri bank accompanied by several T
Kombiena guides and some women carrying enormous loads of food on their
backs, and babies resting on top of the food loads covered with bark
cloaks as protection from the sun, Camp established at the Tauri-Mea
Junction, the Mea being almost as broad as the Tauri., Mea Creek
gauging commenced.

23-9-55, *
Messrs Schweers and Short from Egke to halfeway camp with a load

of cargo. Carriers returned to Fgke. Further paugling by ¥ea party.
Visited by several Kombienas.

4955,

' Remainder of carge taken “rom Egke Lo h:lf-way camp., ¥r. O'Brien
and pelice also to half-way camp. Mea group broke camp at £.%45a.m.
proceeding via XKomblena to Taurl River crossing. Crossed by 12.45p.m.
and ¢éontinued on to Egke arriving at 3.15p.m. Intended spending
evenin;; there, but a message left by Mr., O'lrien indicated that
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‘Patrol Officer Short was 111, so the Mea party continued on from Egke

to the half-way camp, arriving at 5.35p.m.. Decided that Mr. Short
should be taken out {:o--orrov to Terapo Mission via Tauri base camp.

25’9'550

Messrs Short, Schweers and Gall departed half-way camp at 8.00a.m.
for base «Reached Yamuti junction at 1l.30p.m., Tauri-Kapau Jjunction
at 2.15p.m, Progress was slowv and careful due to ;ho need for Mr. Short
to be carried. Proceeded by canoce to base camp wvhich was reached at
«00p.mes Mr., Short's condition was not improved by the wearying trip.
Radio commnication at this stage was not possible as the spare set of
batteries left at the base camp had been taken out with most of the other
equipment at base by the previous party out. Rather than make a 3
round trip to the base line camp to retrieve batteries used during the

trol an ed there, it was decided that Mr. Short should proceed
o Terapo Mission Station one day's journey by out-board cance down-
ver.

26-9-5%,

Messrs Short and Schweers accompanied by 1 police boy and 3
carriers departed base camp at 7.1%a.m. by out-board powered double
canoe for Terapo Mission. P.0O. Oall remained at base camp.

27‘9" ] 50

Messrs Short and Schweers at Terapo Mission, remainder of party
at half-way camp. Further withdrawal of patrol oqulpnent, etc..

28’9-55.

Cargo withdrawn from half-way camp to base camp via Yamuti
Junetion.

”"9' 5’0

Last of personnel, police, carriers and cargo to Tauri base
u:z. Out-board powered 5onb1¢ canoe had returned Terapo and the
native mechanic in charge of the patrol out-boards advised that Mr.
Short had had a comfortable trip and that on the Tuesday morning
(27th) he had shown slight improvement.

30-9-55.

P.0. Gall acoompanied by 2 police and 8 Goilalas with all surplus
patrol and helicopter fuel departed base camp at 6.20a.m, with 2
out-board powered double canoes. Numerous Moviave gardens had been
cleared along the banks of the Tauri since the patrol went up-river
3 months previously, when the only gardens sighted were in the lower
reaghes of the river. After an uneventful joumey Terapo was reached
at b.zzgg.l.. Mr. Short's condition had deteriorated noticably since
the vhen he left the base camp. Mr Short had received medical care
from the nursing Sister at the Mission. It would aprear that on the
Wu«h{ evening, after signs of improvement during the previous
2 days, he had nfforod a relppse and contacted fever, Mr. Schweers
had m&mm to make radio cont:et with Port Moresby during the
morning from Miravase, but on arrival there found that the station
radio was not functioning. P.C. Gall departed Terapo at 8.50p.m.
by canoe for Hamuhamu village on the coast, at the mouth of the Tauri.
Commenced walking at 11.30p.m.

1-10"550

Continued along beach and over Cupola Hill reaching Kerema
station at 11,.50a.m, it 2.30a.m. surprised a hrre gambling school on the
beach. Not expeecting interruption at that hour, it was possible for the
writer to reach the before thc alarm was given. However; with only
1 policeman and no time to waste, no action was taken against the
defaulters. Finally at 1.30p.m. contact was made with air radio, Port
Hogsby, who :ubqumtly arranged contact with Mr. Fleay, District
Officer, Port Moresby. Arrangements were made for Mr Shor& to be flown
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out by anson aireraft from Malalau airstrip, the next day. As it was
impossible for this information to reacn Terapo by runner, before the \
anson's arrival at Malalau early Sunday morning, the information was

broadecast after the 9PA news at 7.00p.m, Saturday evening. This had been

arranged with Fr. Blanc at Terapo before the writer's departure for
Kerema,

2-10-55,

Patrol Officer Short evacuated from Malalau airstrip by anson
aireraft for Port Moresiy.

3‘10-55'0
P.0. Gall returned to Terapo from Kerema.
4-10-55.

Meszrs O'Bricn and Laver, police, carrbers and all patrol
equi t reached Terapo from Tauri base camp. The K-boat, M.V."Kano"
reached Terapo from Port Moreshy. Patrol embarked and the M.V. "Kano"
made a late departure for Yule Island.

5=10=5%,
Patrol reached Kairuku.




patrol Feport ile, rik. 1 (Special) -75/56 of
T!slvl-(\ gsgh zx I::f‘n’

dutroduction.

The primar; purpose for this patrol was to provide an
escort to the "ew Ouinea | esources rrospecting Compa y survey of the
Upper Taurl and Kapau Rivess. The actual survey wes divided inte
4 sections; (1) survey of the Tauri-Be jwetlon, (2, survey of the
Tauri-Werr junction, (3) survey o tine Kapau Corge section (power
house site); and (4) the base line survey on which the whole srea
Jurvey was triangulateds T2 accomplish this task 2 main field camps
vere estallished at the Tauri-Pe junetion and the Kapau Jorge.

From these the various fleld and geologlcal reconnaissance Jroups
went out, Dase cemp was established on the Tauri "iver some distance
below the Tsuri-Zapau junction., A secondary camp was established at
Egke village. Jeveral ifood dumps were esta®lished in the area to
faellitate the movenent of the fleld survey partiss. Due to the
restrieted nurher of police (restricted only ingofar as their other
patrol com itments were conecerned) and tc the possible belligerence
of the local inhabitants these dumps were left unguarded. It was
gratifying that the Igke people proved most co-operative in caring
or L.e supplies Jeft in the hamlet a% various stages during the
course of *the patiol.

The Tauri project was the las* of 3 riverine surveys
conducted by the New Ouinoa Fesources Pros, ecting Comrany in the
Papuan Culf area west of Fort Moresbyy the other 2 baeing on the
Angabunga and Vanapa Rivers. The aim wag to establish on one o these
rivers arn hydro-electric scheme to prcvide the initial power
required for the aluminium refining works to be located in the Hall
Sound area opposite Yule Island. Suhsequently, when in full
ﬁroducum, er would be dwawn fram an hydro-electric scheme
amessing the Purari Fiver, Transmission lines and a roadi wore
envisaged connecting the Purari Fiver to the Hall Sound refining works,
an ambitious projeet to cost an estimated £150 million.

Hatlve situation.

Native administration on this patrol, although not
relegated to secondary importance, was superseded by the primary
pusinose of escorting the survey group. Movement of the Native Affairs
section of the patrol was conditicned by the requirements of the
survey party, but nevertheless every endeavour was made to introduce
administration influence witl each contact made with the local
population. It would appear that approximately 10 patrols to the
Tauri River area were made pre-war, but in discussion with D8
contacted by this patrol it was found that only a few individuals
had had previous contact with europeans on trips to Xerema. Tha
patrol was exceedingly well recelved by 211 Lut one g.oup, that
being the Nankona with whom on several nceasions relations were
st ed. It 1s sugrested that the rext patrecl to this area treat the
Nankona with eaution, especially, as in all prnbabliity, the patrol
will be less strong numerically %han this one.

The population of the Uprer Tauri ard Yapau Pivers 1s
sparce and scattored, the average hamlet conz’ sting of 3 or b
dwellings situated jn gardengs on the mountain slores. Every endeavour
was made to ascert.qo the .. olation pattern during discussion with
those Kukukukus eontgeted. Much eontradicteiry Iinformation was
recelved but an assggsugnt of Informctiun given and patrol observations
would indicate that . h. main pockets of n.omlatiaj are lccated on the
eastern side of the Xapau River (n vth oo the area visited) and
north of the Werr Cpreek-Tauri junet on, The visit to the Mea Creek
was brief =nd prevfged no n.portunity to ascertszin the locatlon of
groups other tgan ne Komb,sna which was visited by the patrol., It is
estimated that a pogsible 500 tn 700 peéple inhabit the Uprer T«ur? and
Kapau areas in whi , the patrol operated.
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From information offered by other groups it would
appear that the Nankona have the most dubioues reputaticn in the area.
They oeccury an invulnerable position atop Mankona mountain from
where they make occasionel raids, terrorising the adjacent
population., Murdrrs ofien result from these raids and smbushes, which,
it must be noted, arec not all devised by the !lankona. Humerous
ambush barricades were sited along the bush paths, a short distance
from the track. They are wel camouflared and constructed with twigs
and bushes, behind which the attacker awaits his unfortunate and
unsusyecting victin, Several of these ambushes and attmcks wgrs
reported to the patrol but no direct aetion was taken again:y &the
defaulters. However all grouns contacted were dissuaded from such
action and gfyised concerning the basie rrineiples of government
law and ord .,

The possibllity of establishing a patrol post in the
arca was considered by the patrol. It 1s fer€ that this woul{ ve
a difficult task due to the nature of the terrain and would e
impractical because of the small, scattered population which would
be controlleg from sypgh a station. "o sites werc found whlch would
accommodate an airst ap of evern the smallest dimensions. The Taurd
base cmrﬁ was excellently gited on a small knoll overlooking the
Tauri. Although a pleasang spot it was restricted in arca. It 1s
south of the ulation velt, but 1s only 2 days up-stream
Journey from the coagt in an out-board poveied double cance. It is
suggested thy¢ an Ofpfcer gtaticned hepe for 2 or 3 monthg of the
{ur could .aequatel, en, ass by pa' w0l the Upper Tau,: and

apau "iver areas north vo the Nev Guinea border. A similar scheme
could be mimikxyky effected gy the Upper Lalcekam at Pulldog., With
femporary posts at Taurl an¢ g\:lldog utilised for % months of the
year, the Kukukuku ulation inhatiting the intervening country
north to the New Guines border coyld be adequatcly administered.
The popula'qym in the Fish Cygek, ympau-Tauri area would be
suffieclent to warrant such patrong. Perhaps an initial patrol
through thg grea could agsess the possibilities or otherwise of
l\lch a .‘*W.

Yillage Officials.

There are no offieials .. the arca patrolled. Subsequent
upon the completion of the patrol requests have been made for the
sprointment of an oifiecial the Yamuti-Taurd junction villages

the request originating from thi. Pe Such an appointment 4
materially assist in the consoliaation of administration influence
11‘) ’h. m‘o
Agriouirure,

© Tre -.aple foods of the area appear to be the sweet potato
and L.oanas. sutar cane is also gbundant in the area. The soil is
poor and rtile, whilst the larger portion of the reglon 1s
mountaino , Aimestone country. Fran the point of view of economie
development the area has little rotential, Apart from the lack of
fertility in the soil, the terrain is such as tc provide a

*vemey, gous obstacle insofar as accesstbility and eormunications are
eone. .neds The middle and upper reashes of the Taurl below the

bgge camp, the Kumove Basin, has aconomic potential in its timber
wands. This 1s already under consideration with the proposed
“yviave milling project.

Zealfh,

The patrol was agcompanied by an experienced native
mygdacal orderly, Alki of Miravase, Ferema Sub-Distriet, who was
" 1oan from the Native Hospite}, Ela Deach. Aiki proved of
immeasurable value to the pat:-ol and earried out his dutles in a
most capable manner. Yaws and tropieal uleers were rife throughout
the area, numerous severe cases being seen. “any of these were found
at the Tauri-Yamuti villages where mission native teachers operate.
In such cases where constant dally 'reatment was given with
consequent noticable improvement, the Mukukukus werc visably
lmpressed. Medical treatment althoug considered with some reserve
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in{¢dally wig eagerly scught once the bemelits derived ther«from
became known. The establishment of an administration ald post at
Yarmati Junetion would be advantageous in consolidating administration
influenee. Such an establishment would be well patronise! ari would
rovide an invaluable link in contaeting and locating outlying grou s
; future patrols.

Irade.

The amount of trading in food carried out during the
patre] jndieated adequate or even abundant supplies of food in the
area. the main currency was trade beads which werc most popular.
Mirrors, matches and ragor Llades werc also very acceptable. The
Ryppkukus yere 'stegl hungry! and displayed extrene curiosity in their
e.aeavours to ascervain the quantity of steel goods leld by the
patro]l, Inveterate thleves as they are, several axes on allocation
to th, jabourers were stolen, Face paint proved a disaprointing trade
item 1, this area.

Japara silk tente proved an Invaluable item. A tent and
tent ply of this material make less than one carrier load compared
wvith yv.e canvas tent, which alone proved a full carrier load,
Further, with the pa%ml split into several groups, the tent and
£y used individually meant extra sleeping space.

Rice bags; The llew Cuinea Fesources roomotinﬁo
Company utilised special rice bags. Suitably sized to hold lbs
of rice (1 carrér load) the bags lined with a tarred paper were
econsiderably strengthened apart from the added characteristic of
being water-pro#f to a considerabe de « They would be a decided
asret for future extended administration patrols to such areass

One man patrol boxes were not an advantage on this patrol.
Apart from the carriage of trade goods, it was found that the 2
man box carried a better load. It is rather ineconvenient for
movement over rough country, but carried by pole proved less
injurious to the carrier’s should: ' than the one man box.

Eollcs.

The patrol was accompanied by 10 memfers of the
RePe®.11.0.Cs who di1d a sterling job, Under the capable leadership
of Corporal Jiki (No. 10€l) they oaf.“om.d the multifarious duties
allocated in a competent and creditable manner with enthusiasa
and without ecomplaint., Cpl Jiki was ably supported by the untiring
efforts of L/Cpl Kare (No. 1790). At all times the detachment was a
credit tc the force and an excellent example to the Kukukukus and to
the undiseiplined labour forece with the Company. Constable Kegera,
of Kukukuku origin was invaluable as an interpreter - perhaps the
most invalvable asset of the patrol, His capabilities as a
&»ncm are doubtful, althoug' he is a trier. He was very popular

th the indigenous populatton,

Lonelusion,

The patrol in its gnrpon was most successful but was
marred by the tragic climax with the death of Fatrol Officer Short.
Fr, Shert's leadership of the patrol was most oreditable and showed
taect and sound Judgement. In the patrol's early stages he obtained
the full confldence of the police and carrier forece, His judgement,
essistance and co-operation with the N.G.P.r. Co. personnel and
leader eamed thelr respect and dmixukism aprreciation, His
diplomacy maintained a firm friendly liesson with the survey party
which lasted throughout the patrol. Iiis wurage and determination to
consummate his patrol duties resmlted in his desire not to withdraw
from hic pxkrm} responsibilities before tha ecomnletion of the patrol.
It was a rleasurs to work with him, “is untimely death deprives

the administration of one of its most promising Officers.

(P. 8. Gall)
Patrol Officer.






