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'l'h• !'!ittriot ot:r.lcser, 
Sepik Platrict, 
Xiii.Al· 

~th~, 195'7. 

-mpL BpQllZ !1).1 - lffi/9 I Tll.p'OWJII. 

a..1pt o£ tbe abOY04Slltioned Patrol R.,ort u uk­
nowlldpd wi tll tbal:lk8. 

'lh• pr:i.ctt.09 or tak1nc off1oen boa o~ ~ 
to vi.At Ule dllapa 1• t.c N ~. lll'ld I feel nN, wUl 
usiat tboee .rti..-. in their <)Ont!.\lt wi tb t!le tJ&tive 1*¥1 .. 

H 111 too imoh to uk thwlle people to neate U 
larp vill.apll tlMiY &re far bett.er ott liTI..ms U 1-tl~N 
lll'ld atte.rAi.ag 9Qlll9 OQ!!llln&lliv J;lll:!lVe !!I ~ 

U ill srat.U'y1Jlf to -m>tice the ir,>roYellllllt 1a the attl.­
tadtl ct the peopl.e tollarda tile .\a~11i1t!'l1t.i.on. 

TM pJ."01.Jl• tlf pol1oe and. local natba _. relat.ioa­
ship1 -t be aettled. dol!l9st1cally. 

'u10 tAtrol hau bo n s t111fa.atoril;?' 
ted. 

~( 

MAP REFERENCE: Map attach~d . 



FPK/HO\f , 

s:n.s ant Distr~ct otf'1c.er, 
IFJ&FOLl-r.tN . 

W1ilW.fEL.P/R.l-57/58/l066. 

Depnrt..ient of' Native A1'.fa1rs, 
Sep~;{ Dist.riot , 

29th Octobfr, 1957. 

TEI f:WOPw l'ATRQL BEPOR:r Ho 1 - 571;a, 

AJ.~ I thorOU8hly. a gree With your practice ot' 
puttin{:; 11 relev4U"!t information in r 9 "ts covering places 
which are littl e known, I .feel. the.t it :l.s possible to beoOlll8 
to,o verbose at i:.1.mes. I ref'er ma:tnly t o your remarks under 
"Nati ve ui.tuation". Apnrt .from th•s,- queri a.,. such ets the 
0!'.1"1 r ai:;ed ccncernlnr. local uouen re nor ·1 y best dealt 
V!th b:;r tepo.ratu Lt r. 

The native situation appear 1;0 be imder gQod c.cntl!9l 
and the p ople t o be !'9er-nd.i.:-..g t;; our efrort; . 

Pl as let. e know when you h.av SOUi likely labour 
recruits and I will endeavour to place them in SUitabl.e jobs. 
However , vith the air fare from your station so hiah a limit 
01' say halt a do£en will have to b~ sot a.t th oment , 

I am plea ed 
now back on to tha t; 
~onsolldatic.n. 

. c . Dir.cc r cl' · .. lv,. f ·ii 

diver ion you are 
or adiliiiirstration -

( .11 .P. Kaad) 
c../D1st 1--igt oa·Jrer..a., 

!~or ye, r ·n· r tf n pl e-:t e . 



D!t.RI!OIJ Of P6.P!3 MD "' !IJIW• 
:an. ru., JO-t,,,. 

~0tt1 .. , 

2)1it. ~. 1951. 

• Didriot ~tioer. ;a. Mnriot, 

:r.em& .grc:p So.1 of 1927/a - pr.polfII. 

w ...... -..-..n,_.~ 
-- mn1llc _..,. Ira tM ol.4 ottlN to 

tJ1e W .... tld.f ~ _. "1Hn:awt -.pt mdtU. 
fR fUiaa• J ._. ..._ .. ~Illa tllat it Ja4 
"- fol"llU"4e4 ._ oomi4GU1.e ~ ~· 

!Ill• 491.air 1• ncntt.t. 



RB. 

p!R.Ipr <a PAPV.A ilD HI~· 

~lt1, 

Su'b-D.leU'iot Office, 
m.p9IIIJ!. 
27til J.vcut, 1957. 

!Jae DiaU'iet Oftioer, 
aa.••ttiot, 

lilJlOL .grog •o.1 of 19f7158 - m.poHIP. 

Pl.eaee find eDCloaed tllree (3) oop1es of t!ae alKrre report • 

.l clAia for caapiq &llORDCe bas not 'been 
M4e a.at for tiu>. i.ato~ttoi:i l'eqWired for tlaie 
ooau..,.q a. lie• ld.ala14. Jlow~, onq foar :n:ighta 
•ere ~ Qet ~ tna tu atanOA. 

Coal.d 7w pleaee MT• ue forwarded a 
pro fora of tile inforaUon reqllired to cOTer caapinc 
ol.aia. 

~)/'// 
tlcitr;d;-~ / 
R. T. !eTlll.e. 
a/J.aeietant District Officer. 



TERRITORY OF~. AND 'N'EW GUINEA . 

RTN, 

If - /I"'' 1957 
I 

Sub-Dist ri c t Office, 
TELEFOLMIN, 

16th August , 1957. 

- TELfil'OLMIN, 

PATROL CONDUCTED BY: R.T. NEVILLE a/Assistant District 
Officer. 

AREA PATROLLED: FERAMIN and local TELEFOLMIN Villages, 

PATROJ, ACCOMPANIED BY: E.M.A . ROCHE . 

DURATION OF PATROL: 

OBJECl'S OF PA'l'ROL: 

MAP REFERENCE: 

Education Teacher :2 . J, FITZGERALD. 

No, 6376 L/11pl MARIA1rIBUN, 

No, 6554 Const WALAMAIWAI 

No, 6737 LANGA . 

No , 7403 1.lJSINO. 

No, 7404 OVISIM. 

No, 76 23 DARUAM. 

No, 3887 " SANGONDI, 

No, 4225 Const/Bug. KUNI. 

Interpreter SUNI, 

N.M.O . SUMENGIM, 

33 Carriers, 

From 23,7 ,57 to 1.8.57. 

Number of days: 10. 

1. Revise Census, 

2. Medical Inspection. 

3. Enable Mr. Fitzgerald, Education 
Officer to make a survey of the 
potential number of children 
eligible for school . 

4 , Consolidate Administration 
influence, 

Map at tached , 

SC 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA. 

RTN . Sub-District Office, 
TELEFOLMIN . 

16th August, 1957. 

PATROL REPORT No.l of 1957/58 - TELEFOLMIN. 

INTRODUCTION: 

The FERAMIN area lies quite close to the 
Telefolmin Station . It is approximately f our hours walk 
to the Zouth. Although this is so, the area is, strictly 
speaking, on the Papuan side of the Border . The area 
straddles the Sepik River near its hea dwaters and is 
bounded t o the South by the Hindenburg Range. To the North 
t heir land joins t hat of the local Telefolmln people. 

The nature of t his patrol was routine and 
it also serve d to ·allow our new Education Officer to visit 
and see the large number of children who could be · 
encouraged to e=ol for schooling when the boarding school 
is open ed during this coming year . From his observations, 
Mr . Fitzgerald will be able to furnish an accurate report 
on the education potent ial of the area . 

The patrol travelled slowly with the 
intention of contacting as many people as possible and it 
was therefore a good opportunity for our new Medical 
Assistant , Mr . Roche, to see t he country and the people 
with whom he will be dealing . He was ::i.fforded every 
opportuhi ty t o treat those suffering from the various 
fo ms of ailment s . 

During the past year the major portion of 
p. crolling has been concerned with the MIANMIN-ATBALMIN 
peoples . My present plan is to get about &mengst the 
locals who live in close proximity to the station and 
consolidate the advancements which have already been made . 
This patrol was in keeping with that plan. 

This patrol , together with the one now in s c 
progress , completes the coverage of all the people within 
a radius of 5-6 days walk froc the station. 

Though a number of patrols have been made 
to this area in question , there is a lack of information 
held here at Telefolmin concerning position of Villages , 
gardens, roads, walking times and Headmen etc . This report 
has therefore been enlarged t o contain these small but 
important details. This should considerably help any new 
staff and patrols to get to know their Sub-Distr ' ct 
quickly and accurately . 

llim· 

Tuesday 23rd July , J 957 . 

Departed station at 10 .1 5 am. and 
moved slowly over an undulatJ.ng track till arrj ving at the 
c&ntral Rest House at KIALIKllI.N at 3 pm . Patrol camped -
talk El held with Vil] age Headmen , 
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Wednesday 24th July , 1957. 

People gathered - revised the 
census of KIALil<MIN and F.AMUKMIN - a large number of 
absentees. Medical inspection - talk given t o gathering, 
I:nspected the Villages and roads of KIALIKlUN and F.AMU:KMIN . 
Orders given to clean. 

Thursday 25th July , 1957 . 

Revised the census of KORBOFENJHN 
and OKSIMIN . Further talks and discussions held. Held 
Court fer Native Aff airs . Inspected KORBORENMIN Village , 
roads and gardens . Cleaning t asks given. 

Friday 26th July, 1Q57. 

To OKSDiI .. Vj llage - inspection. 
Surveyed possi l:lle light aircraft strip site . Inspected 
progress of work given out on preirious days. Talks held 
with head.men and others during late afternoom. 

Sa' urday 27th July , 1957. 

Final inspection Villa.gee , roads, 
latrines and houses. Departed at 11.30 am. and arrived at 
the UM River 11 . 50am. Continued up and over a small range 
to arrive at the MARAM River ( the border bet7reen FERMITN­
TELEFOLMIN ) at 12 . 35 pm. Moved on till arriving at the 
junction of the KIALIKMIN road and the main road at 1.7 pm. 
Rested for 10 minutes. Visited and inspected the local 
Telefcbin gardens . Movad off again at 2.10 pm . till 
descending steeply to the SOL River at 3 . 20 pm . Climbed 
out of the River to a rrive at the station e.t 3 .40 pm. 
Night spent at station . 

Sunday 28th July , 1957. 

Observed, 

Monday 29th July , 1957. 

Proceeded to KIALI.KMIN ( Telefolmin) 
at 8 . 5 am. Revised Census - t a lks and discussions held , 
Held Court for Native Affairs . Inspected Village, roads etc, 
Returned station 4,45 pm . 

Tuesday 30th July, 1957. 

I'!'Oce eded FERAMTIGIN Village -
revised census - talk given - inspected village and roads 
certain wo_k given out . On to TELEFOLIP - revised census 
and help Court for Nativ e Affairs - settled minor matters 
then held discussions. Village and roads inspected -
medical inspection , Returned to station at 5 pm. 

Wednesday 31st July, 1957. 

To BOGALMIN village - census 
rev:'.sed , Inspected village r oadi> and gardens. Proceeded 
to :P,iJRBORENMIN - census revised . Talks held and 
re :immendations put forward. Inspected village etc . 
necessary worJr given. Returned station 5 , 30 pm. 

Thursday 1st August , 1957. 

Th\y spent further inspecting 
loce 1 villages and cleaning operations , roadV1or k etc of 
KIALIKMIN 1 FERAJIITIGD\ 1 TELEFOLIP , KORBORENl1tIN anci BOGALMIN , 
Returned to station at 5 . 20 pm , 

END OF DIARY, 

·e 
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NATIVE SITUATION: 

The native s i tua ti on i n the area 
patrolled is relatively good . However, at first it 
was thought t hat in Feramin there was a somewhat feeling 
of apathy towards t he Government. The Villages of 
SIMINTAVIP and IGINTAVIP in particular were very dirty 
and over groV1n and no s emblenc e of a clean up preparatory 
to a Government visit had been made. Again, al though a 
patrol polic eman who is a local native, was sent five days 
in advance of the patrol, many were at f irst missing for 
census . Upon further enquiries being made it was found 
that the Headman ILAFINOK was the person at fault. This 
man has little or no control or influence over his people 
and had no t exerte:d himself in the. slightest way to either 
gather the people or conduc t the customary clean up. Taking 
this into consideration and the fact that few people occupy 
their main villages but rather live in their gardens, it 
wa s therefore not surprising to find t hat little or nothing 
had been done to satisfy the patrol. 

Later , after the people of these 
villages bad gathere:d and thi s work was given to them, they 
set about the task in a happy and cheerful manner and appeared 
to be on::. too willing to please . 

The situation in t he villages of 
OKSIMI N and KORBORENMIN was much different . The villages 
and r oads were i n very good condition a.nd the Headmen and 
people concerned appeared t o tji.ke a pride in this fact. 
Moreover, in the se two villages very lit t le diff'icu.l ty 
was experienc ed in having the people i,.t.tend the census . 

The native situation :..n the local 
Telefolmin villages was naturally by far the ilest 
satisfactory . Ir, these villages we have two enterprising 
and energetic headmen , namely NIFINI M and FEMSEP, who have 
don e and are doing a good job of interpr eting the 
Government to the people and visa versa. The result is, 
that whenever there is a job to be done either on the 
:::tation or in the vill age or a policy to be P'.lt forward , 
these men and their people are always and invariably to 
the f ore and can be relied upon for support. 

Sev er al cases were heard i n the Court 
for Native Affairs . Most of these were held agai z:ilt people 
who have been blatantly refusing for years to a ttend and 
have their no.mes recorded for census. Whilst I do not 
normally hold that it is necessary to take sue action , for 
one can usually rely on one ' s own personality and t he 
enlisted help of the village elders , on thi s occasion I 
felt that action was nece ssary as it had not been done in the 
past and those concerned were taking advantage of the 
leniency shown to them. '.!.'his ac t ion brought about the 
result intended and a 97% attendance in all villages was 
achieved, The previous best was 75% . Mr . Booth on his 
present patrol reports that the court action taken has had 
far reachi ng results and that he also is gett ing attendances 
previously unheard of in the Telefo2lin Sub- District, Two 
cases of adultery were also heard and many minor disputes 
were ironed out to the satisfaction of all concerned , 

A situation which I feel must be 
somewhat unique to Telefolmin, made itself even clearer 
during my visit to the local villages. You will recall Sir , 
that one of the reasons for the unrest here during 1953 was 
the fact that the local wolhen were marrying and having affaire 
with the police de tachment and medical orderlies on the 
station, Their menfolk felt that they had unfair competition 
with their wom"n f r om the police and others. This however , 
is not the 1,;ase now. Since that time such practices have b••'"' 
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sever ely frowned upon and discouraged by the Officers 
stationed here . However , the Telefolmin women appear 
to :ie rather promiscuous and desire to have these casual 
rElations with anyone who can offer them rice and meat 
and other articlo::s of apparel. In other words they , the 
women O!' rather the few 'ladies of fortune ' dislj_ke tramping 
long distances to their gardens, performing the arduous 
tasks r, quired in getting a living, especially when th0y 
can see ~ easier way or doing so i.e. becoming friendly 
with a poli1.. '-ll!an, a medical orderly or a labourer . On the 
wnole , the po.1.: ce and others have desisted very well. 
HoY1ever, even th.:-se men succumber occasionally when these 
few women follow them to their place of bathing and other 
such places and vigorously entice them to have an affair. 
Naturally enough, two or tlu·ee married police and medical 
orderlies have fallen and when a charge has been laid , 
have suffered the consequences. 

Now our problem is this. The women having 
acquired a taste a long time ago for rice and meat and the 
easy living which accompanies this, do not want to marry 
a village native or (b) one or two do not want to stay 
married to a village native. They endeavour to take up 
with someone on the station which is quite in order legally, 
providing that such person is not already married. This is 
not always the case and several of my staff have been gaoled 
for this reason. These latter are possibly the least to 
blame for they have beenearnestly enticed , also in a place 
such as this, time must hang heavy on their hands when 
duties have been completed . On the other hand , these few 
women themselves who contirmally refuse to marry or stay 
with t he man given to them in the vill age , realise t hat the 
only consequences that can be forthcoming to them should 
they be discovered, is that they are gaoled , or let off 
with a warning . Such a measure holds no fear for them for 
they realise that if this is done , they then take residence 
on the station as prisoners , are fed rice and meat etc. and 
1J.re given only light duties ( the Prison Regulations Sect. 
157 ensure this). So that,at the very most , they are 
incapicated for some few months which does not seem to 
trouble the& - are looked after,and can look forward to 
further v entures when they are released. However , in the 
meantime , they are depleting my nolice or medical strength 
and all too often, good men are ruining their records of 
service by receiving punishments which they would otherwj se 
never attain if this temptation were no"'; present . 

To date we bave been endeavouring to keep 
these few women off the station as much as possible and 
encouraging them to marry men of their choie e with whom they 
should be able to settle down and put an end to this probl6m. 
I do not wish till alarm you for the problem 'has not reached 
any major issue and I am pleased to be able to report that 
I met with considerablE' success in settling some of the 
women concerned by adopting the above tactics. Nevertheless, 
I wonder if there is any further deteri ant we could place 
on one or two of the more troublesome ones who appear may 
not settle down until they find a suitable partner? 

You will notice from the census figures 
tc'.l.t sixteen young men are outside the district at work. 
Included amongi. '." these are several local police constables 
who are serving in other a.ceas . With your approval , it has 
been my intention to select one or two f 11om some of the 
villages and if willing , send them off to outside areas to 
work for the Government i:· selected positions . Here they 
will be cared for and when they return, t hey will be able to 
relate what they have seen and learnt o f the size and workings 
of the Gove1nment. This will help us considerably with our 

work in this area . Nat·.irally, it is within our interest a to 
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select those willing ones from ou·t!ying areas who a r e still 
unruly . Thi s has been done to a degree and the l ads shown 
in these census figures have gone out as wor ker/i n terpret er 
t o help the backward ones who do not speak pidgi n . It is 
my intention to s e.nd only a few so that they will be forced 
to mix freely with other workers - learn the pidgin language 
and , in general, pici up learning whi ch t h ey would not gain 
if sent out en masse . Moreover , it would not be desirabl e 
t o deplete our limited labour potent ial. 

To sum up, the native situation in the 
area covered is very h eartening. There are two quite good 
leaders who have e powe ful i.uluence and they a re pro -
Government , namely NIFINIM and FEMSEP . Their people are 
working well under t heir guidance and because of t h e leaders 
regular reporting to the station, they are being g.iided in 
t he r ight direction. The FERAMIN area is a little behind 
the standard s et by those in the close villages, but t his 
is directly attributable to the distance involved from the 
station . Nevertheless , they are coming along quite nicely 
and wiC.l improv e with further consolidation. 

VILLAGES Alm VILLAGE OFFICIALS : 

KIALIKMIN ( FEtlAMIN ) 
The vill>ieP. i s situated at some 3·3- hours 

walking South from t he station. Most confusing to t he 
n ewcomer t o have " KIALIKrlfIN within the local Telefollr.in 
villages and one also at FERAMIN . This vi llage comprises the 
hamlets of SIMI 'TAVIP and IGINTAVIP . The village is well 
sited nea:r the Rest House on the station side of the Sepik. 
People spend most of their t ime in their gardens in t he 
0-0PTIIIII N which is fertile ground and much sought after . 
People f r om t his group very friendly wi th the OKSAPMINS who 
li>e near the Strickland . Howe two BIMIN men living within 
the com.muni ty who should be good guides and contacts for 
any patrol proce eding t hat direction. 

Gardens are situated in t h e 0- 0PTIMIN 
and some alom.g the banks of t he Sepik where gro und is very 
good . 

Mission hav e marked a possible light 
aircraft stTiP site near the Sepik on these peo;ile ' s land . 

Census attendance at first very poor -
later people forthcoming . 

erected this trip . 

~· 

Population : 

New Re st House and police quarters 

INTA71~GIN : Fair - works satisfactorily 
under supervision. Not particularly 
suitable . 

ILAFANOK: Very weak - f;,und him no use 
i1hatsoever . 

284+absentecs . 
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~: 

Village is situated 50 minutes walk from the 
KI ALI K!HN Rest House . The Rest house for t his village 
over looks t he villages of OKSIMIN and KORBORENJi!IN . 

The people garden or t he fa r side of the 
Sepik at roughly a hi:.lf days walk from th0 village . Only 
hav e a very few gardens in the 0- 0PTIIflN , 

People are very friendly under the guidance 
of head.man IIANDERIOK. 

Census attendance , village and roads q_uitr 
good . 

Headmen: UAI- AGEM The t radition.al leader - unobtrusi VE' 

type - influenced by MANDERIOK. 

l\1AND8RIOK: Quite good - easily the best and the 
most helpful in the FBRAlflN area, 

Population: 154 . 

KORBORENMIN FERAMIN ) 

Remarks the same a s OKSIMIN , except that the 
people of t his Village have had in the past a reputation 
for being· co- operative, 

Census attendcmce fair, 

UNIMNOK. Weak - did not show out. 

ASONENGIM: The better of the two - works 
reasonably- well. 

Population: 157 . 

FAl.ru:!C IN : 

Thi s villa.;e is situa ted on the far side of 
t he Sepik River . It is 40 minutes walking fr om the 
.tCIALIKMIN Rest House . The people usually line for census 
at the above Rest House . 

Gardens are situated both in the 0-0P'?'Ib!IN 
and on t be banks of the Seplk, Very guod specimens of 
taro grown. 

The Fam1lkmins have some contact with the 
ENKIAKMINS and t.1e OKSAPMI!' • 

Census attendance good , 

DUGUNENGIN_: V·~ry weak, 

DAGADOPNOK: Does a good job - has a lot of us 
sway with his pe ... ple, 

Population: 193. 1 
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KIALIKMIN . ( TELEFOJ..LfIN ) • 

This group is made up of the first 
two villages , ANKAVIP and DROLING-GA11 which lie nearest 
the station . 

The people gerden on the far side of 
the SOL River on the rQad to FERANIN about 1 t - 2 hours 
walk from the village . They also sarden on t 1,e range to 
the East of the station and in the Oi:'.."EKAIIW. area . The 
people are closely related to th,; FERil:;:!~'.J and the 
ELIPTAMINS. 

~: 

Popu.latloi1! 

~: 

The people are very co-operative. 

NIFIND4: is t!J.<i headman for DROLING-GAM. 
HeISa very fine old gentleman is very 
pro-Government and very willing to 
help and obl ige in every way, Works .in 
very close harmony with FEMSEP. 

l:'ili!SEP: a sl.rewcl man -· was alleged to 
be behind t he Szarka and Harris killings 
- nothing proved. I have found him to 
be most helpful and cannot fault him, 
A very powerful man amongst his people. 

Census attendance 100%. 

2G8 .;. a.bsente~s. 

Generally known as No. 3 place. Only a 
v•ary small village which is the 
combination of the hamlets IBISOLTIGIN 
atld INIDIBIL . Quite a number of people 
have moved out of "the village over the 
years to BOLVIL and KOMDAVIP . 

They garden with the KIALiliMIN psople , alee 
some garden at BOLVIL ar.d at the top of 
the BON creek. 

Census attendance good, 

AIID-TOK: Has much to say but i s of Ji ttle 
use. Does do some good on occasions 
when pushed. 

74, 

TELEFOLIP &: BOGAL!.UN: 

The3e two villages a.re ';h<> extension of 
one another and except for the tv names 
&.:ad the two 1 !fa1is Ta.uberanll • "-" would 
not know that there were two village3 
instead of the one . The TELEFOLI? ' Ha.us 
Tamberan ' is the ma.in and central one 
f<.>r the whole of the TELEFOLMIN 1 
ELIP'.riJirIN an·l FER.AMIN villages. Thus all 
these .people owe and show affiliation to 
this mai:i village. 
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~: 

Populat ion: 

KORBORENMIN: 

Headmen: 

The people of TELF.:FOLIP garden near the SOL 
River and on t.c.~ ':i.nge to the East of the 
s~ation. The l .• ,, ....MINS garden near the 
Sepik . On t hi s side of the Sepik they plant 
their taro and 011 the far side they grow 
sweet potato . This latter village togetiler 
with KORBORENMIN grow mor _ sweet pot a. to than 
any of the other villages. They make use of 
t he relatively fertile Sepik flats , 

'£ELEFOLIP - DABOM:rNG is in gaol at Wewak 
for organisingtheK:illing of Patrol Officer 
Szarka . 

ATOGENGIM: is the acting headman 
- very weak . He is afleged to be the leading 
sorcerer in the area.- needs watching. 

BOGALMIN : - SAGIMSEP : very weak but works 
under the guidance of FE!lfSEP and NIFI!UM. 

N;!;NESIMNOK: quite a pleaflant chap - does not 
na:vevery-much to say. 

TELEFOLIP : 142. 

BOGALMIN: 173, 

This village is situated approximately 40 
l!linutes walk from the station. TherP. a.re 
three sllla.11 ham.lets to this village -
U- GUSAVIP , FIRIMDUVIP and NONKAMUN - all lie 
in close proximity to the main village . 

Some of t he people garden near the SOL River 
whilst the majority of them garden near the 
Sepik and the NONG River. Unlike most of 
the Telefolmin people they grow a large 
quan t i ty of sweet potato because of the 
suitable grau:a.d which they own near the 
Sepik. Hence are much better off for food 
than the top villages. 

The people are very co-operative - have been 
very helpful in opening out the Telefolmin 
air s trip to accommodate Junkers aircraft . 

Attendance at census 100%. 

KWENGSEP : i.s the tradi tiona.l leader - is 
sra:cr.-
KARtnlGSEP : is the better man of the two . 

Population: 136 . 
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VILLAGES & HOUSING: 

Housing throughout the whole area 
covered is identical. House• are built of split timber , 
are raised off t he ground some two to three fee t and are 
usually poorly constructed , I attribute the raising of 
houses off the ground to t he fac t that Telefolmin 
experience s an excessive rainfall which give s a resultant 
dampness in the ground. They raise t heir houses to get 
away from this dampness. Thi s is unusual in most highland 
areas and must be extremely cold at times. Particularly 
in the late afternoon when rain is mften accompanied by 
driving winds, 

Near the station t he houses and 
standard of living has been steadily improving. New 
t ypes of houses modelled on those of the station have 
been appearing in these close villages, Such houses are 
usually set a little apart f r om the main housi ng group and 
are occupied by the younger men and their families , the 
f ormer having received a± little training and education 
either at the Government station of the Mission, 

As stated earlier , villages in the 
FERAMIN area with the except ion of OKSIMIN 1 were ver y 
dirty, It was later discovered t hat although the people 
of this area had five days warning , most of them had only 
recently returned from thblr garden sites which a.re 
sit uated at some one to twc days walking distance. Also 
the headman of KIALIKMA.N ( J:LAFANOK ) is very weak and had 
not raJlied his people to carry out the task of cleaning. 

Later , when given the work of cleaning, 
the people set about t h e task with a zest and will which 
was heartening to note , Further inspect ion over a period 
of a few days lef t nothing to be desired , Talks were 
held with the people pointing out the reasons for the 
insistence on cleanliness . They appeared to understand 
and agree particularly with the point regarding the 
spreading of disease . They had recently experienced an 
outbreak of influenza during which their losses were heavy 1 

and t hough not strictly applicable 1 served as a parallel 
for ref er en c e . Standing orders were left with the 
headmen to keep t heir villages clean . 

The villages near the station were 
very clean. The situation here wa s most encouraging, 
though no doubt \'.'Ord bad cow,e across f rom FERAMIN in advance 
that I was particularly insistent on this poin'.; . 
Nevertheless,th e people are to be congratulated on their 
effor ts. This wa s done . I notic ed from the smiling faces 
that when being congratulated , many were very gratified 
t hat their work had been singled out and appreciated. 

REST HOUSES : 

Within the area patrolled there are 
only two Rest House s . These are si tu.ated in the FERAMIN 
section at KIA1IK1iIN and OKSIMIN . There is n o need for a 
Rest House fo r the Telefolmin villages for all are within 
forty minutes from the station. 

The Rest House and other buildings at 
KIAL!Kfl!IN wer e in a bad state of disrepair. Whilst in the 
area , the police and others of the party toget her with 
the help of the village p!!ople erected a new Res t House and 



11. 

and kitchen. Also the police barracks wer e repaired. These 
buildings should satisfy the needs of any patrol for the 
next two years, The centre itself is ideally situated and 
is most picturesque. It is shadowed by a low clear range 
and overlooks the villages of SIMINTAVIP and IGIN'rAVIP and 
one is afforded a very formidable view of the surrounding 
countryside, 

The iest House at OXIMIN was in 
reasonabice condition and should serve its purpose for the 
next twelve months , 

ROADS & BRIDGES' 

Roads in the FERAMIN area had be.en 
neglected, This was soon rectified and all roads in the 
area had been cleaned and repaired before the patrol ' s 
departure, Roads in FER.AMIN could not be made suitable 
for vehicular traffic unless considerable work was carried 
out necessitating constant supervision. llforeov;er , the 
manpower is just not available to do the necessary grading 
etc. when taking into consideration that these people are 
taro eaters and much effort has to be expended in getting 
a living, Furthermore,these people would have to travel 
great distances going to and from their gardens whilst 
carrying out a road project, With the aid of machinery, 
the task would be relatively simple , 

In the local area much work has been 
done in the last twelve months constructing and 
improving the connecting roads, Most of the roads have 
been widened and surfaced in placE'e and we now have some 
10-15 miles of road suitable for vehicles such as a tractor 
or jeep . As soon ~s some necessary grading of steep patches 
has been carried out another 10 ailes of road will become 
accessP1le, Pressure of work in other directions has 
precluded us from finishing this important work for the 
time being. Now that we have completed widening and 
lengenthing the airstrip and building several school 
buildings we will be able to push ahead with this project , 

We have recently had one of the 
wartime rubbered tyred tractors overhauled. These tractors 
were left here by t he Americans after they had put in the 
airstrip during 1943. As soon as several outstanding jobs 
on the station have been cleared up, this piece of 
machinery will be on the work of m.ak ng and improving roads, 

The people of Telefolmin have done a 
good job of road construction, With the payment they have 
received for their work, they are quite keen on keeping 
up their efforts. At present they e.re engaged on improving 
the main route to URAPMIN . When this t ask has been 
completed , we shall press on with the road which will 
further open up the Western end of the Telefollllin valley. 
I am quite c onfident that it would be possible to put in a 
road eui table for a motor bike, in t he first s tages , to 
INANTIGIN and MISINMIN villages in the ELI PTAMIN valley, 
Thie would serve to bring these people under m.i.ch better 
control by virtually shortening the distance f r om the 
Station, However , to do so would require the aid of a 
small dozer , · 

The bridge across the SOL River bad 
recently been repaired. The bridge is a sturdy structure 

~~~~==a~ digicrJ. ~~i~~~g;~:f n cr~s=~~~ · re~!i~s f~~s; t 
serves some 500 people travelling daily to and from their 
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garden areas. The bridge is a constant source of work 
for them and shortly we shall assist by making available 
some steel cable which will take the major portion of 
weight and strain. 

The people of the local villages have 
three bridges across the Sepik to upkeep. These bridges 
give access to their gardens on the oppoei te aide of the 
Sepik. They are also used by people living on the far 
side of the Sepik going to and from the station. Two of 
these bridges were in very good order. The onA below 
KORBORENMIN village is one of the beet nativ0 constructed 
bridges I have seen. It bridges a gorge some 100 •-150• 
hlligh above the Sepik and has a span of approximately 60'. 
The bridge is built on the lever-arch principle. The bridge 
on the l!iB.in URAPMIN road was also in good condition having 
been recently repaired. This was the bridge used by Mr. 
Bottril and his patrol travelling from KIUNGA in the 
Western District. 

AGRICULTURE &: LIVESTOCK: 

The staple diet throughout is taro. 
Food brought in to the patrol at FERAMIN was sufficient 
but not over plentiful. Thie was not because food was 
in short supply, but rather that the main gardens are at 
a considerable distance from the villages and only a lim.1:i;ed 
quantity could be carried for both themselves and for sale. 
Smaller gardens are plant tJd by these people near the vill~ee 
and are used when t he people gather for specific occasions. 
At the time of the patrol these smaller gardens were not 
fully bearing, 

Of the gardens seen , all were in good 
order and I was assured that there was no shortage of food, 
We have had a good season and the people are contented. 
We have nineteen students from FERAMIN fn the scgool who 
supplp: most of their own food requirements . Their parents 
are quite satisfied which indicated that all goes well with 
them with regard to their food position. 

Some very good land was seen adjacent 
to the Sepik River . Here the ground tends to be flat and 
must have, over the years, been considerably enriched by 
deposi ts of soil from the River. This ground at FERAMIN 
is mostly covered by pit pit which is profuse in i ta 
droppings and has contributed to the richness of the soil. 
Where gardens have been planted in this area they pe 
flourishing and very good crops of taro and sweet potato 

~=~~ :~npre~!~~~e!~r~~~uf! :~: ~g~~~~;ni ~~ ~~1:1 h~~=r 
reaches of the Sepik watershed ) which is some two days 
walk f i·om their villages. I feel that one of the reasons 
for this is t hat the Sepik sometimes floods and washes out 
crops in the low l ying flats. However, these areas 'would be 
well worth while investigating with a view to planting 
coffee which would give them a very suitable cash crop. Not 
all of the area is subject to flooding . 

At present there are no cash crops in the 
area. Yet despite the distance from the station, a 
considerable amount of native food is brought in to us for 
purchasing. I do not think that this situation will 
d.,velop greatly for there are always those who are not 
willing to i;iake the treck and one coQJ.d not blame them . 
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In the local villages, the food situation 
i s at present adequate. The people have been carrying out 
contract work for us and for this reason we have lately 
been l oath to ask for purchasing fresh food in any great 
quantity. Even t hough they have been doing contract work 
on the airstrip etc., care has been taken to ensure that 
they do spend a considerable proportion of their time in 
t heir gardens thus forestalli ng any likelihood of a food 
shortage. When visiting the local gardens, it could be 
seen that food was su:fficient for their needs. 

The three lower villages TELEFOLIP, BOGALMIN 
and KORBORENMIN have an advantage in owning ground near 
the Sepik which has proved most suitable for growing sweet 
potato. The result is, that sweet potato being a more 
product i ve vegetable than taro, they are a little better 
off than their neighbours. 

Pigs were everywhere plentif'Jl. It is now 
possible t o see the improved strain in the pigs of the 
whole Telefolmin area. This hae been as a result of the 
f oresight of some previous Off icer who introduced 

Berkshire pi,gs. The local pig is now a mu.ch healthier and 
greater meat/fat producer thsn before. The natives realise 
this and pigs as near pure bred as possible are much sought 
after . I feel sure that they show gratitude for this 
h elping hand which has been given them. On the station 
we have been without a good boar pig for some tiae. One 
is on order and when received we will again continue to 
improve the standard of pigs, 

Some four months ago we receiv<>d a 
consignment of tilapia f ish which were ordered from Maprik . 
Sui table pools were constructed and the fish appear to be 
thriving, They are being watched with considerable 
interest by the villagers . It is my i ntention, and they 
have been promise d , that a s soon as they breed sufficiently 
some will be distributed to each village. With tllis they 
were very delighted for they spend many hours at the 
Sepik endeavouring to catch tiddlers which are the only 
fi sh present in the rivers around here . When tinned fish 
is received in the local store , it is almost illmediately 
sold out . Hence, it is easy to und-~stand their delighted 
expectancy. :.:: ttle gestures such as these, which cost so 
little in time and eff11rt, very quickly endear the giver 
( the Government ) to the people. 

~: 

Mr . Medical Assistant Roche was one of t he 
Officers ac companing the patrol . He will be forwarding a 
report on the heal th si tua ti on . 

In general , the heal th of the area was quite 9 
good . It was necessary to bring back only fourteen 
patients who required further treatment . The majority of 
the complaints encountered consisted of burns, infected 
sores and conjunctivitis . 

The people of FERA.MIN still have not got 
into the way of making use of the hoapi tal. Thia was 
particularly evident during the early part of this year 
when an influenza wpidemic swept through the whole of the 
Telefolmin Sub-District. It was very rife in the FER.AMIN 
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area and when r.rr . E .M.A. Goble visited t he area in an 
endeavour to combat the siclmess , he had much difficulty 
in contacting the people who had dispersed as much as 
possible. In all 57 deaths were recorded at FERAMIN and 
most of these were occasioned by this outbreak of influenza. 
In contrast to t his , the local people have learned to 
recognise the value of having a hospi ta.l and readily avail 
themselves of it. · Hence, amongst these latter, only three 
deaths were ca.used by the epidemic. This was forcibly 
pointed out to the FER.AMINS in the hope of impressing the 
seriousness of the si tua ti on upon them and the measure of 
safety which they can gain by using the hospital . Whether 
of not it will have any effect upon their primitive minds 
is yet to be seen. 

As mentioned earlier, villages in the 
FERAMIN were most unsatisfactory. Grass, refuse and 
pig manttre cluttered u p the living areas. Latrines were 
non- existant and orders were given for two to be constructed 
in each village and hamlet. 

When a locally born medical orderly 
who has had sufficient trainin~ becomes available, he will 
be stationed in the KIALIKMIN t FERAMIN ) area. This 
should enable us to keep a closer check on their hygiene 
and health and have deserving cases sent back to the 
hospital. The difficulty we are up against with local l ads 
is the f ac t that they can nFli ther read nor write and as 
such are unable to understand the writing on the bottle 
labels or know which medicine t o give and in what instance . 

Again, in contrast, we have the libca.l 
villages. Here , new latrines had been constructed where 
necessary and existing ones had been repaired . Villages 
were very clean and the health situation generally good. 

EDUCATION & MISSION ACTIVITY : 

Mission activity in the FER.AMIN area 
has been very little to date . Recently r estrictions were 
lifted which enabled the :Bapt i st Mission to proceed to 
FERAMIN as well as the ELIPT IN area. Since this time 
t hey have made only two trips to FERA1n:IN . They have had a 
good reception on both occasions for they were able to 
work through boys who had been attending their school 
and labourers working at their establi'3hment . 

During their visits to t h e area they 
have been concerned in locating light aircraft strip sites. 
They have in mind to purchase a ligh·t aircraft so that they 
can cut down on their travelin8 times ( to FERAMIN 5 minutes 
flying time as opposed to 4-6 hOurs wa lking time.) They 
would be well eqQpped to do this for they have a. pilot 
and an aircraft mechanic here on their staff . If this scheme 
does come to pass it will be certainly most advantageous 
to the Sub-District as a .whole for all concerned will be 
able to move from population to population without having 
to traverse vast expanses of uninhabited country and much 
waste of time will be avoided. I inspected the site which 
they had negotiated to have cleared. It is down near the 
Sepik River . Having had considerable experience with 
choosing airstrip sites , I feel that apart from the site 
having several levels, it consists of black soil some 
2-4 feet in depth . This soil would have to be removed and 
the site being down near the river, serious .rainage problellll 
may be encountered. Nevertheless, I have no doubt that a 
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suitabl e site coUld be found in the area . 

The Missi on have concentrated to some 
extent on t he p eople in t he local vill ages. This is 
natural for t hey have had contact with them ever since 
the beginning of their being in thi s Sub-District. They 
condlilct a school but in the near future, they intend to 
hand ove.,.. formal education ( and their present pupils ) 
to t he Government European teacher . They will then 
concentrate on adult education. 

Mr. E. Fitzger ald, our recently a~quired 
education teacher , was taken on the patrol so that he 
could ascertain the potential number of children who could 
be enrolled , He was pleased .to be able to observe the 
children in their villages and was enthus:tastically 
greeted by them. 

The desire for education has rapidly 
taken hold in the area patrolled , From FER.AMIN alone 
we have nineteen children who attend r egularly, They 
remain at the school during the week returni ng home on 
the weekends to visit their people and obtain food to 
tide thel4 over the coming week. The little f ellows 
cannot carry all that they require f or it is quite a 
step from their gardens to the station. Therefore we 
supplement their rations to some extent. Sometime in 
the near future it i s planned to make the school a 
boarding school. Then it will be possible to ration 
the children and thus do away with some of the obstacles 
to education in t his area. The Sub- District as a whole, 
:.s not a productive one and t he question of children from 
villages at some distance from the station having to 
supply their own food is a difficult one and does caus e 
some minor hardships. 

CONCLUSION: 

Except for the initial census attendance 
and lassitude in the FER.AMIN area , the patrol was a 
pleasant one and I feel that the primary object, namely 
census and meeting the people, was accomplished 
satisfactorily. Thi s was particularly so in the local 
Telefolmin villages, For our part, we were able to i.ron 
out all t he grievances brought to the patrol and set them 
on the right t act where necessary, 

It is to be hoped that the many points 
discussed both collectively and more part icularly with the 
leaders of the people , will be taken to heart, chewed over 
and digested and , as a reeul t , benefit them and bring them 
just a stage further towards our eventual aim -
accomplishment and unity of mind and purpose. 

#~~ 
R. T. Nevill.e . 
a/As,sistant District Officer . 



J 

' 

16. 

A REPORT ON MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL PAPUAN AND NEW GUINEA 
CONSTABULARY ACCOMPANING TELEFOLMIN PATROL No .1 of 1957 /58 
TO FER.AMIN AND LOCAL TELEFOLMIN VILLAGES . 

No. 6376 L/Cpl. MARI AMBUN . 

An N. c. o . who is improving 
with experience . Conduct good . 

No . 6554- Const. WALAMAIWAI. 

An excellent pol i ceman, does 
more t han his share of work effic i entl y and well. Have 
recommended that this man be allowed to attend the next 
N . c .O's training course . 

No . 6737 Const LANGA . 

Another very good man - works 
very well ALL the time - as above can be trusted wi i;h any 
job, -

No . 74-03 Const KUSINO. 

A local man and as good as 
could be found anywhere, Wish that we could f i nd a few 
more like him in this area . 

No . 74-04- Const , OVISIM. 

Another local man - average -
conduct good. 

No . 7623 Const. DARUAM . 

A very good man - cheerful and 
willing though not over competent - getting a lit t l e t oo 
heavy for mountain work and feels patrolling very much. 

No 3887 Const SANGONDI. 

Talks too much and does n ot 
get his work done. Has to be continually pulled into 
line. 

No . 4-225 Const/Bug. KUNI . 

Average but can work well when 
he likes . Needs pushing occasionally. 

A;f(/!/ / 
Cff''-/0 1~~> 

R.T. Neville . 
a/Assistant District Officer. 
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Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? .. X.e.SA ... .. 

""" .. ....... ?9.t. 

Last Patrol co Area by- Distria Servicc:s .... !llf4~ .... / 19 . .5~ .• 

Medical ..... Jlfae .• .; 19 .. .56 .• 

Map Reference.Mll.P. .. au."t!m.1..tted .. ba.ae.d .. o.u .. . 'fele;t'.o.lm1n .. S/.O .•. . M.a:r .. . 11:1.t.~ .. .AmeOOoi"nte. 

Objects of ?arrol... J .. .. .G~.~),l.!I .... i? .... . f.:,;teM.10.U .. 9.f. ... "19.:v:e;mmen.' ... .f.lu.en.c.aA .... 

DlREt..!OR OF DISTRICT SERV ICES 
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS, 
PORT MORESBY. 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compc11 ation 

Amount Paid from D .. E. Trust Fund 

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund .. 

forwarded , please. 

mm~ 
.... £.. ...... .... .... ........... . 

£ .......................... . 



5tL November, 1957. 

MINUTE 
PATROL REPORT N0 . 2 - 195'7/58 - TELEFOLMIN. 

Your attention is invited, to Pages 23 and '24 for your 

information, please . 

e-~ 
f~chison) 

A/Chief of Diyision, 
(Government and Research) 
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FPK/HOM. 
WE . TEL . P/ft,2 - 5'7/5'8/&.067 . 

Department o:t Native Affairs, 
Sepik Distri ct , 
~· 

29th October , 195'7 . 

Assistant District Officer, 
TELEFOLl 

TEL FOLMIN PAT OL EPORT No . 2 - 27158. 

Patrol Officer Booth has undoubtedly carried 
out a very good patrol and the major work of consolidating 
our position in the area around Teletolmin bas progressed 
another step forward. 'l'he tact that the Urapmins voluntarily \A 
returned an escape prisoner speaks for 1tselt. ~\ 

I am fully ai.rere ot t~ ~~sllity f or the recent 
Mianmin and A.tb&lmin patrols and the preHnt Oka&pain patrol5 
with these completed we ban a part1cularl)' OTenl.l piotv• ot 
whole aub 4istr1at and a solid bads on which to pl.an for the 
future when aclequate staff are aYailab1e. Rovner, our aost 
urgent task 1s consolidation. When this i s done - aDll onl.7 
then - we can satelT push further out. 

There is nc r•ason why aOJ11e suitable reward 
cannot be giHA to the Urap111ins, OKASBP and IWIGIBPl this 
can be done from your patrol trade or charged against 6-3-7· 

The intoration gained frOll tho patrol will be 
very helpful to the A. D.O. Kiunga and I am passing a copy or 
the r port on to him through the District Commissioner, Dt.ru. 

(F.P. Kaad) 
~ct Officer. 

c . c . Director of Native Affairs . 

For your information please . As indicated in my 
remarks to the A. D. O. we are concentrating on consolidation of 
our influence in the areas surrounding Telefolmin. With tho 
return of the present Oksapmin patrol we will have sufficient 
information from which to choose patrol posts for tho eventual 
patrol of tho whole sub district . However, the present staff 
pos ition pr ecludes any move in this direction and I feel that 
our main objective now ifl concentration on the loca.l Telefolmin 
area . - This is tyriical of Mr. Booth' s reports - well 
written and conta.ining o. w•:ilth 'Jf inf rma.tion which i< invaluable 
to any following patrols . 

Would you pl ·· sa forward a copy of this report to 



RTN. 

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEVI GUINEA, 

File, 30-1/71. 

Sub-District Office, 
TELEFOLMIN, 

24th September, 1957. 

The District Officer , 
Sepik District, 
~· 

PATROL REPORT No, 2 of 1957/58 - TELEFOLMIJll.: . 

Please find enclosed three ( 3) copies of the above report • 

.Mr . Booth has carried out the patrol well . 
The good contacts made with the various groups , particularly 
the hitherto unknown KAMFEG0111!INS and the slightly known 
WOKEIMIN peoples emphasize t his fact. 

As stated in the body of the report, al though 
a number of the people contacted live on the Papuan side 
of the border, the patrol was most necessary for all lie 
within relatively close proximity to this station. Moreover, 
they regard Telefolmin as being their Government centre. 
It is to be hoped, as was our intention, that further data 
of this relatively unknown area will be obtained by our 
superions in Moresby who are interested i n this section of 
the country . For this reason the report should be read in 
conjunction with that submitted by Mr. G. Bottrill of KIUNGA. 

I wa s very plea sed to le11.rn that the TIFALMIN 
people who live within a hard day's walk of the station, 
have now settled down and have come to realise our authority 
and jurisdiction . It was only in March of last year that a 
section of these people attacked a Government patrol, 
Regular pa trolling of their a r ea has shown pleasing results. 
Many of their numbers now visit the station fr eely and are 
encouraged to do so. Whilst here, we are readily able to 
further our friendship and consolidation. 

These same remarks apply to the UR.APMINS who 
have in the past proved hard to manage, Now however, we see 
them often and have cultivated two very receptive young men 
AMBOKASEP and KWEGSEP who are doing stirling work amongst 
their people. 

The story of Lake SOKOLBANG makes interesting 
reading and the l ake may or may not prove useful in fostering 
the opening of a patrol post in that corner of the KIUNGA 
Sub-District. Mr . Booth also reports that there are two 
likely light aircraft strip si tea in the TIFALMIN area, These 
could prove useful to ourselves if the Baptist Missi on go 
ahead and base a light aircraft here at Telef olmin, 

This patrol completes the coverage of parts of the 
Sub- District within a five day radius of the station. Other 
sections fur ther out e . g . MIANMIN and ATBALMIN have also been 
contacted within the last nine months. 

d~~ 
R.T . Neville , 
a/Ase:fetant District Off ic r 
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TEiUUTORY OF PAPU" •<l:D l ~;,f GUINE1; , 

RTH . 

Hr , G. Booth , 
Patrol Offic er , 
T£Lr:i•O ;;rn. 

AT. 01 IH .TrtUCTI ONS • 

File , 30- 1/34 . 

f:Jub - D:tstrict Office , 
TELE:FOLJ.JIH . 

7th August , 1957. 

.ll.S verbally arr ant;ed you will pr oceed on 
patrol to the FEGOLJ.:IN ( FAi llOLJ.irn ) , TIFJ>LE'.IN and 
'CMPl .I H areas as soon as possibl e , 

J..r . Roche E . Jr. . !l. . will accompany you . Render 
him ever~' assistance to enable hi rn to see as oony people 
as ;;ussible . 

The !!lain objects of the pa trol will be: -

1 . To carry out the initial census of the 
FEGOL!H!lS . These people have proved to be most friendly 
and helpful in the past and the taking of their census 
will do much to bring t hem under further control. lso 
carry out a more compre! .... nsi ve census check of the 
'.i'IF.i>Ll'IH people and encourage as many as possible to 
con:e in and have t heir names recorded . .lord of your 
anival should be sent well in advance , 

2 . Hevi s e the census of the Northern end 
of the Telefolmin valley , 

Improve the existin ,, roads . 

4. Tal:e you time and during that which you 
spend in the villages have 1 est Houses built at 
convenient points . 

5 . .... rredical check of the area . 

6 . Extension of Governme:lt influence . 

AZ you have indicated , nine police should 
be sufficient for the patrol. The journey should take you 
a pproximately thr ee weeks . 

ef:};;f;/4-~ .tr. Neville , 
a/,1s sistefrit Di s t r ict Officer . 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

Assistant District Officer, 
TELE.FOLMIN, 

Sub-District Office, 
TELEFOLMIJi, 
Sepik District. 

7th September, 1967 • 

a. 

Patrol Report TELEFOLMIN No, 2/57-58, 

Patrol conducted by 

Area patrolled 

Europeans accompan.ying 

Natives accompawing 

Objects of Patrol 

Last D.N. A. Patrol 

G,F,Booth, Patrol Officer. 

FEGOL14IN, WOKEIMIN, 
KAMFE00LMIN, TIFAIJAIN, 
URAPMIN Tribal areas. 

P,C,Roche, Medical Assistant. 

No,6481 Constable DEWAR!. 
No. 6737 " J.,ANGA. 
No.6900 WAPE, 
No. 7403 K.USINO. 
No. 7404 OVISIM. 
No, 7494 MATUM. 
No. 7623 DARUAf.I, 
No.9053 ARE. 
No.9433 MANDEKAI. 

A,P,O. BOGOSIMNOK, 

Interpreter SESENGAL. 

Carriers •• ,,, ••• ,40. 

1, Census. 
2, Extension and Consolidation 

of Government Influence. 
3 , Medical Inspection. 

June, 1956 • .,TIFALMIN Area. 
(G, F , Booth .) 
August, 1955.,FEGOLMIN Area, 

(N, J . Grant . ) 
June, 1952 ••• , WOKEIMIN Area, 
(L. T. Nolen.) 

Part Initial. 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA, 

Last Medical Patrol 

Duration of Patrol 

Map Referenc e 

~-

June , 1956 , •• TIFALMIIf Area. 

August, 1955 .. FEGOLMIN Area. 

Part Initial. 

9th August, 1957 to 
28th August, 1957. 

(20 days . ) 

Map Submitted. 
Baaed on TELEFOiiMIN Sub­
Dietrict map ae amended by 
the map submitted with 
TELEFOLMIN Patrol Report 
No. 5/56-57 with amendments 
from observations ta.ken 
during this patrol. 

ct:t~ 
~ • • Booth , 
PATROL OFFICER. 
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;Eatrol Report TELEFOLMIN No 2 5/57 - 58. 

INTRODUCTION. 

This patrol was initiated primarily to obta in i:.n 
initial census:cof the FEGOLMIN (FAIVIOLMIN) Tribe and to revise 
census of the TIFALMIN and URAPMIN Tribes . These objects were 
only partly achieved. A food shortage in the FEGOLMIN area 

~~ f~=u;:~~oin w::~o~~eXh~o p;~~~e c~~~~~g t!~~!~ ~tfin~u~~g~~me 
as the food :;)osi tion will allow the people to gather at their 
villages without undue hardship . The patrol returned to the 
station via the WOKEIMIN (WOP'r!Mnr) and KAMFEGOLMIN (KAMFAIWOL~iIN) 
Tribal areas. Census at TIFALMIN was not fully revised; here 
also food shortages had caused the people to scatter widely , 
and after revising census of the BUFILMIN group the patrol 
moved to URAPMIN, thence to the station, revising census of the 
villages at the northern e!ld of the TELEFOLMIN Valley en route. 

All the tribes visited are close t o the station. 
The people live in scattered groups along the southern slopes 
of the HINDENBURG Range anc adjoining mountains, and but for 
the broken nature of the terrain would have been contacted far 
more frequently. The population is not extensi VG, but 1 ts 
nearness to TELEFOLMIN demands that visits he made to consolidate 
the earlier contact. 

Cont.act with the FEGOLMIN people has not been 
extensive. Two patrols from TELEFOL!.IIN (1952 L.T.Nolen and 1955 
N. J . Grant) have visited parts of the area, snd two patrols from 
KIUNGA (1 954 Kent & Jacobs and 1957 Bottrill & Pople) have done 
likewise. The people are , despite their limited contact, 
extremely friendly and co-operative. Their main villages lie 
southwes t of the station along the Papuan Border at the foot of 
the HINDENBURG Range , the tribal lands extend many miles to the 
EOUth 0 

The ViOKEIMIN people have not been contacted previously 
by TELEFOLMIN patrols apart from the occasional visitor seen in 
the TIFALMIN area . In 1952 l~r . L. T. Nolen visited part of their 
area but could not make contact , The Kent and Jacobs patrol 
1'rom KIUNGA in 1954 saw some of the people, as d.:i.d Messrs 
Bottrill and Pople on their return trip from TELEFOLMIN this 
year. The tribe live in scattered settlemtonts west southwest 
of the station, and if reports can be believed there ic very 
little intercourse between groups. 

'l'he KA!.l;]'EGOL!l.IN people were unknown before this 
patrol. They live west of the stat ion along the bamke of 
Lake SOKOLBAlm . The patrols from KIUNGA appear to have moved 
in close proximity to this area wi t.hout making contact . 

The TIFALL;IN and URAPm!l Tribes have had regular 
contact by TELE.b'OLMIN patrols. Both areas lie to tne west of 
the station; the URAP!IIN straddlil".g the SEPIK- ILA!.l junction at 
the f oot of the BE!fRkAlI!! .iountains whi lst the TIFAL! .. INS live 
further west 11lone: the II.Al.'. Valley and the eastern slopes 01.' 
Mt . AIYANG, 



~· 

lllhEL· Fl'ioay 9th August . 1957 . 

Departed station at 0920 and mov ed along made roads 
towards the SFJ'IK River . Passed DROLENGEf.: and ANKEI VIP villages 
before c ormnencing steady descent a l ong a se r i e s of connec ting 
ridges . Rea ched the SEPI K at 11 00 , a l ti tude 3600 1

• Cros s ed by 
bridge and climbed s t eepl y i nt o the f orma r stat i on ga r den a rea, 
OGELBIEL. Sp elled , Moved on at 1120 through grass country 
along the s l opes o:f the BEHR!.iAN1> Mount a ins heading sou theas t . 
At 1 215 began asc ent of the r ange turni ng to the south southwest . 
Piper racer ai rcraft observed l eaving TELEFOL!UN. Now cl i mbing 
steepJ.·1 along a gr assy spur stud~ed with rock outcrops . Spelled 
at 1:.50 , 5150 ' . On at 1240 , sta t ion clearl y v i sibl e to the 
noutheast . Gracs no'll b ecol'li ng more stunt ed , soi l erosion 
ext ensiv e . Spelled a t 1320 , 5950 '. On a t 1335 still climbing . 
1405 i n to a stunted pat ch of bush near the top of t h e r ange t h en 
once more climbing thr ough grass and ferns . Carriers b ecoming 
very ti r ed due mainl y t o t he ho t sun. Reached a s mall pool of 
s emi - s t agnant water at 1425 , decided to camp , a l titude 6775 ' • 
• ~ice iRsu ed . Li ght guard t-osted. Fine , cold night . 
Time ·.m Track 5 hours 5 min . Wal ki ng Time 4 h ours 30 min. 

Satu.·daY 10th Au gust . 1957 . 

Depart ed r,amp at 0705 , slight climb .o t hP. t op of 
BERRL ms then sharJ: descent through g r a ss and rock , ver y 
s lippery i n part s . Spel ~ ~d at old camp s i te of Messr s Bot tri ll 
and Pop l e a t 0805 , 4950 1 On a t 0820 , crossed the NONG Ri ver 
at 0825 and immediately began ascent of t he footh i lls of the 
HINDE!BURG Range . Sp elled at 0920 , 5800 1

• Moved on at 0950 
climbing s teadily. Spelled at 1010 , 6125 1

• On at 11 00 . 1130 
Norseman aircraft hear d to t~e nor t h eas t . Rain threatening. 
Reached a smal l bush shelter at 1 255 , 7400 1

, met by four 
FEGOLMIH natives en rou te thei r NONG Ri ve r gardens . Many of t he 
carrier a feeling the stiff climb . No water in v i cini t y so 
moved on a t 1245 . Reached top of the r ange at 1350 , 8100 ', then 
gr easy descen t to Bottrill & Popl e cump site , a r rived at 1425 , 
7500 '. Camped. Vlater obtainabl e nearby . Two FEGOL!.!INS wai t ing 
for putr0l, helped ln making camp . Rice issued . Light guard 
posted. Attempted to contact TELBr'OLI'.IU on portable transcei ver­
unsuccessfUl. Heavy rain during the ev ening . 
Time on Trac k 7 hour 1:1 20 min. lal kinP' TimP. 5 hours 35 min . 

Sunday 11th August . 1957_. 

Broke cr;mp at 0655 , moved over very b r oken terrain 
until reaching top of sheer cli.f.f fac e at 07.35 . Heavy fo 
reduced visibillty .;o a few hundred yarcls . Al t itude 7500 • 
Co=enccd descent, along a foot wide track , movi ng with ext reme 
caution. 0820 reached a a.fer 5ro•md , a l ti t ude 6825 ' , regrouped 
line , Sti.11 descending , track very greasy . Passed through an 
old garden before spellin at 0945, 5125 '. On at 1005 along a 
wide but very muady trac;,: . Reached the ISAM River at 1020 , 
followed downstream. l.'.ct by a number of men , womt.n and childr er. . 
e¥thus~astl c fecepti on aqcor.ied patrol, Reachea camp site 1050 , 
a ti tu e 4500 • St rt ea to rain. Purcn seu :::.~all ouanti ty of 
food. Talks witti Headinen. .ade i• dlo contact with TELEFOLl.'IN . 
Rice and native food izsued . Guard posted. Steady rain th rouf!)l. ­
ou t the afternoon and 6 VC .. ~:':lg . 
Ttme on TracK 3 houro ::i5 min, n1lkinr: Time } hour s 20 min , 



Monday 1 2th August , 1 9 57 • 

=i~~~~!t~r~Y si~! · cloud and f og all day. I 
'iisi ted GOLTEMVIP village , 19 h onses . Further talks wi t h 
Headmen and people . Food generally short, rnany people reported 
to be seeking sago along the BILAK River to t.he south. 

Radio contact maintained. Bought small amount of 
food. Rice and native food issued. Heavy rain started during 
the afternoon and uontinued throughout the night , 

TuesdaY 13th August, 1957. 

Remained at CaJl1P site. 
Quite clear in the early mornlng , HINDENBURG Range 

free of cloud. Part of the TELEFOLMIN carrier line sent home, 
yatrol to use FEGOLMINS for the trip to TIFALMIN. 

The NINGLINMIN g roup of the FEGOLMIN Tribe was 
lined and their names recorded , many absentees . Medical 
inspection by E. M. A. Roche , treatment prescribed where necessary . 

Radio contact maintained. Bought food. Rice and 
native food issued. Guard maintained. HeaV'J rain again started 
~~~~~ ealy part of the afterno'.m and continued throughout the/ 

Wednesda.Y 14th AUJWst . 1957 . 

Departed camp at 0715 . 24 FEGOLMINS willingly 
offered to assist the small TELEFOLMIN carrier line . Moved 
along a wide but very muddy track . Crossed several small streams 
before passing BUTEIVIP hamlet . Reached •:rAMTEM hamlet of the 
ATEM1CIAKMIN group of the FEGOLMIN Tribe at 0850 . Approximately 
50 people present, majority of group making sago near the BILAK 
and IUM Rivers. Ga rdens in this area not bt::aring . Departed at 
0915 heading west, raining steadily. Passed old camp of 
Bot trill and Pople on their trip to TELEFOLIAIN at 0925 , IMIGUVIP 
hamlet nearby - deserted , people seeking sago . Crossed the I LOIA 
River at 0945 . Continued on, track well defined but movement 
slow due t o the mud and l arge number of greasy rocks . Passed 
through a large , well fenced garden before spelling nea r a 
small stream a t 1030 , 4600'. Still raining. On at 1045 , low 
cloud and fog reduced ground visi bility to no more than one 
h1mdred yards. Sharp climb up a watercourF<e then a hand over 
hand climb up a rock face to the top of a small knoJ.1 , ideal 
lookout spot if no c loud , Spelled on t he top at 111 o, 5300

1
• 

Moved on at 1125 , slight drop before another sharp c l imb . 
Regrouped the line at 1205 , 5650 1

• Began descending , rain had 
eased. A el zeable Wliterfall - II.FON - obser·ved through a break 
in the cloud to the east . Passed several bush houses before 
reaching old CJ.Il!P site of Bot trill and Pople , several vill ages 
nearby so decided to camp, 1325, 4675 ', FEGOLMIN carriers look 
very tired. Small quantity of f'ood :purchased from the few 
visitors to the camp , they belong to the ATEMKIAKMIN group , 
Talks with local people r e roads and tribes to the ~est , report 
the VIOKEIMI!IS have plenty of food . Informed that the Kent- Jacobs 
patrol camped nt::o.rby in 1~54 - very hard to reconcile with the 

~~Mh~~~~r a~~r1 ~?~~~i w~~~o m~~~t!~st ~~~~~~~e~h:ii~1bes 
!llong thP. slopes rtnge then head north to TIFALMIN. Rive and 



Wednesday 14th August. 195?. con, 

native fo od issued. Guard posted. Rained f or most of the 
night, 

Time on Track 6 hours 1 0 min. Walking Time 4 hours 55 min, 

Thursd,ay 15th August. 1957. 

Broke camp at 0700 and moved through NELUVIP 
hamlet , The twin peaks KUM and KARIM were clearly visible to 
the wes t , their estimated height 8 , 000 1 • Descent over slippery 
logs before reaching the BLEVOL River a t 0730, 4375 '. Crossed 
heading wes t. Arrived at the IUM River at 0800, 4150'. 
Spelled, On at 081 O followed upstream for a short dist=ce 
before swinging away t o the south; began climbing a spur 
trailing f'rom KUM and KARIM. On top at 0905, altitude l~800 ', 
regrouped line. Through ahole in the clouds Mt. KA.BAN could 
be s een to the east south east. Steady descent into extensive 
a reas •gfl of' secondary growth and gardens, sizeable population 
i ndicated. Patrol met by some people working i n the gardens, 
all quite .friendly , they belong to the ATEMKIAK11IN group of' the 
FEGOLMIN tribe. Reached BOLANG vi llage a t 1000 , 4500', 
number of' people present, Moved out of' the v:!. :1.lage and camped 
nearby, No rain to-day but clouds settling fest. During the 
afternoon about 70 people brought f'ood t o the camp; a pig was 
purchased and shot at the request of its owner. Interesting 
talks with the local people re the WOKEIMIN and KAMFEGOLMIN 
tribes, Native food issued. Radi o contact maintained. 
Guard posted, 
Time on Track 3 hours 10 min. Walkin« Time 2 hours 3'i min, 

Friday 16th August. 1957, 

Departed camp at 0700, local native named KUBITmM 
as guide. Good progress along a level stretch , regrouped line 
at 0740. Passed Mt . !NIM to the north, Moved thro~ large 
gardens of the BOLANG people. Spelled at 0900, 4575 • On at 
0920, heavy cloud settli ng on the surrounding countryside, 
began to r ain. Reached a garden belonging to the WOKEBIIN 
tribe at 1025 , 4000 1

, spelled. Moved on at 1045 descending. 
Left the main track at 111 O and f ollowed an overgrown p ad 
towards t he present gardening area of the WOKEIMINS . Mov ement 
difficult, much cutting necessary, Regrouped the l i ne at 11 50 , 
2950'. Still descend.int, scrambled across a landslide face 
then over a small stream, passed a bush shelter. Several stands 
of' sizeable sago p alms s een. Further steep descent to the 
FUTUP River 1 <'55 , 2200 '. Several women on the oppoai te fled 
into the bush despite the calls of the guide. Crossed by log 
bridge then up and along to the TEKEL River , crossed and moved 
t o TEKELAVIP hamlet, arri ved at 1325, 2175 '. A number of' people 
present, all very timid , sat intheir houses . t:oved into a large 
old garden nearby and camped , 1345, 2175 • , Duri ng the l a te 
afternoon some 60 peop le incl uding women arrived with a large 
quantity of :food, Talks with people , all very g l ad t o see the 
patrol; ot':fers to guide the patrol to the KAMFEOOIJJIN area 
accepted, Na tive food issued. Guard posted. Radio con tact 
maintained. Fine warm evening. 
Time on Trac 6 hours 25 m!n. Walking Time 5 h ours 40 min. 
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Saturday 17th August, 1951.• 

Departec camp a t 0700 . Passed OKTAMA-NAVIP 
ha!tlet before crossing the r..eadwaters of the TEKEL River at 
0740 , Number of people seen. Arrived MAGAMSILAVIP hamlet, 
deserted, at 0755 • On at 0805 , crossed the MAGAL River at 
0815 , only shallow but quite wide and running very strongly. 
Followed a vecy overgrown track, progress slow as impossible 
to mQve without cutting and clearing. Crossed the MANGALENG 
River at 0900 then into light rain forest, RP.ached the AIK 
River at 1005, 1950 ' , spelled. Moved on at 1 020 followed 
upstream f or short distance before climbing into the bush. 
Sharp, short drOP to the ASEK River at 1150 then climbing 
steadily . Now raining and visi bility restricted by h eavy 
fog . Continued ascent until 1500 , altitude 3775', ca.nu> 
sought . Suitable s11ot located so moved on an<l camped at 1525 , 
3800

1
, Still raining . Rice and native food issued. Unable 

to contact TELEFOLMIN. Guard posted. Rain continned through-

out the night . Time on Track 8 hours 25 min. Walking Time 7 hours jO min• 

sµnday 18th August. 1951 · 

Broke camp at 0705, continued ascent. Followed 
up a small watercourse then into secondary growth . Area 
blanketed by heavy rog. Passed an old village site. Guide 
advised that KA)IFEGOLMIN villages quite close - regrouped 
line. Slight descent, passed track said to lead to TIFALMIN 
be!'ore reaching a wide but muddy path. Encountered one 
KAiiFEGOLMIN male heading towards his garden, he was very 
startled and began to run away . The guide ran to him and 
managed !:11 to induce him to return. Casting fear!'ul glances 
at the European 01.'1.'icers , the 1.'irst he had seen, he nervously 
took the patrol to WANGBINAVIP village, arrived at 0950, 4500

1

• 

Only a few people present, they rushed into their houses ~ 
and blocked themselves in as best possible. The guide soon 
won their confidence and they began to vie with each other 
as t h ey crowded around t h e pat rol . Several of the men led 
t he patrol to a suitable c amp site, camped 1030, 4450 '. 
Lake SOKOLBANG nearby, covered by f og and low cloud, not 
visible 1.'rom CSl11P • In ·the a!'ternoon approximately 50 people 
b rought f ood to the camp. The headman apologised that rood 
wa s not plentifUl, expla ining t hat their new gardens were not 
quite ready. s cted the ible 
ascertai n size due t o t e • Talks with people 

ou e like an general matters, guides for the first leg 
of the trip to TIFALMI N obtained wi thou trouble . Radio 
contact maintained . Rice and nat i ve food issued. Guard 

posted . Time on Tra ck 3 h ours 25 min. Wal king Time 2 hours 55 min. 

Mor+d.aY 19th AUgust • 1 951.• 

Broke camp at 0655 · The writer hu r ried ahead i n 
an effort to v iew the l ake from the top of a r i dge t o the 
n or t heast but it was c ov e1•ed by f og and c l oud . Regrouped the 
line at 0755 , 5350•. Heading nort h eas t descending gradually. 
Spelled at 0830 , 5050• . Moved on at 0845 swinging towards the I I east . 0925 , 4500 ' r eached a swampy area named BITINMIP -I\ flot " • b>ll1'<" to bl• ond oovmd •ith gm• '"" fOrM , 
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Mond.aY 19th August , 1957. con, 

looked a perf'ect airstrip site until walked on then it was 
similar to walking upon an innersp ring mattress , the grass 
roots and ferns being merely a mat over water . Spelled at 
0935 until 0950 . Crossed e. low spur then descending over 
stone towards the KAM River . Swung away before reaching the 
river and commenced skirting the side of the spur. Reached 
a WOKEIMIN garden house at 1015, no recent signs of habitat ion. 
Continued skirting, guides state that the l'IOKEill.INS will 
run away and hide if they sight the patrol at any great 
distance , proceeded cautiously , 1105 j oined the road traversed 
by L.T.Nolen in 1952, Track very muddy, walking difficult . 
Regrouped line in an old garden at 11 20 , village nearby, 
Moved quietly to the village, only a few people present. 
Most of them ran into the bush upon sight of the patrol, an \ 
old man and t wo children remained. The man 1 s confidence was 1 
soon gained and he commenced calling to his tribesfolk. 
After about ha.lf an hour a few men could be seen gathering 
on the edges of the village, the old man stPted that he thought 
the people thought they were going to be attacked and had 
gone to arm themselves. The guides and "the old man were set 
to work calling out that the patrol h:..u no warlike intentions. 
Success was finally achieved when one male ran into the 
village , Stationing himself in a central position he told 
the patrol to go as there was no food available. The new 
arrival was soon calmed and he then began calling to his 
people. Soon men began turning up in ones and twos, they 
were quite friendly but visibly nervous. A camp site was 
pointed out and the patrol moved from the village and camped 
at 1250, altitude 4600 1

• During the afternoon about 70 people 
visited tlle camp with a very large amoµnt or food. o.J,g was 
purchased and shot upon reqlli!st. Talks with people, much of 

"TileI"rear!ler nervousness had now gone, guides for the trip 
to TIFALMIN obtained, Native food issued. Radio contact 
maintained. Guard posted. Rained during afternoon anC. night. 
Time on Track 6 hours 45 min. Walking Time 4 hours 35 min. 

Tuesday 20th August. 1957 . 

Broke camp at 0655 heading northeast . Mt , 
SOLOMAK , estimated 8 ,000 1

, si tua ted near car.ip but not seen 
yesterde.Jl due to the cloud. To the west and north were 
tiers of heavily forested mount a ins; to the northeast a range 
of sheer-sided peaks. Crossed the KAM Ri vez· near its junction 
with the BI REL River at 07 20 , then crossed the BI REL and 
climbed t o BRELANGAVIP hamlet, Continued gradual ascent a long 
a well defined t rack , To the north could now be seen an 
unscaleabl e range • Spell ed at 0845 , 5750 1 near a small stream, 
On at 0900 moving into moss f orest before, beginning a very 
steep climb which develop ed i nto a hand over hand Rcramble up 
a 75 to 80 de~ree slope , Reached rim of Mt. BLENTIN at 0950 , 
altitude 6925 • Pushed on , still climbing until peak attained 
altitude 7550' . Now moving over very broken ground, negoti a ted 
a series of small , steep gullies then over a ma z e of logs. 
1100 spelled. On at 1120. Mt , FUGILIL could be seen t o the 
east; Mt. AIYA1rn to the north. The TIFA.LMIN ranges seemed to 
be many miles away . Slight descent , tLen scaled a narrow 
pinnacle before spelling at 1220 , 7375 '. Moved on at 1245, 
sharp desc ent to cross two small streams of badly discoloured 
wa t er. These streams are the TIFALMIN- WO.t<EIMIN land 
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Tuesday 20th August, 1957. con. 

boundary . Into a :t'lat, open area of stunted bushes and :t'erns, 
camped near a small shelter a t 1315 , alti tude 7100 ', Mt , 
FUGILIL to the east south east at the end o:r the open stretch; 
Mt, AIYANG to the north north west, Many of the FEGOL!HNS 
exhausted. by the strenuous walking, Rice issued, Radio 
contact maintained, GuarO. posted. 
Time on Track 6 hours 20 min. Walking Time 4 hours 5') min• 

Wed,nesday 21st August , 19o;7 , 

Broke camp at 0645 , Moved across thi s barren 
depression towards the TIFALMIN :lU!nge heading northeast. 
Crossed several small gullies. Good view of the mountains 
to the northwest, many peaks seemed to exceed AIYANG in size, 
that is 11,000 plus in al.ti tude. Spelled at 0745, 7625', 
On at 0800 heading east to obtain the beet approach to the 
range ahead. Cli mbing steeply from 0820 up a Bhal.low gulley. 
Reached top of Mt. DINGABUii at 0855, 8300•. Sharp at times 
periloue descent to Bui tabl.e spelling place. Spelled at 0920, 
7850'. Magni!'icient view of the Sub-District • The MIANMIN 
Mta, the DONNER Range and the Station all clearly visible. ~ 
Continued descent at 0955, quite sheer in parts. Crossed the 
AW River at 1045 , regrouped line at a bush house nearby, 
altitude 5875•. The mountain range which forms the headwaters 
or the SEPIK River dominating the skyline to the south west. 
1110 began descending into the ILAM Valley along a good track, 
moving through grass, Recrossed the ALU at 1125 to climb 
through a new garden near the I LAM-ALU junction, Valley 
becoming wider as t he patrol progre:3sed. Passed several of the 
'rIFALMIN hamlets to reach the BUFILMIN Relllt House at 1300, 
altitude 4500 '. PUrchased s mall quantity of food, headman 

~=~~~~=. ~;e s!:~rn:c~~!~r;~o~~~ t~i~~e a~~i~~~~ v~f f~~~1f ssued, 
Radio contact maintained, tiuard posted, 
Time on Track 6 hours 1 5 min, Walking Time 5 hours 5 min, 

Thursday 22nd August , 1957, 

Remained at BUFILMIN. FEGOLMIN carriers paid off 
in trade and sent home , 

BUFILMIN people censused during the morning, many 
absentees . Medical inspection, treatments prescribed where 
necessary . 

Small quantity of~ and sweet potatoes 
purchased, Party arrived from Station with food and mai l 
during the afternoon , 

Radio contact maintained, Guard maintained. No 
rain, a most pleasant change from the previous ten days. 

Friday 23rd August , 1957 . 

Remained '1. t BUFILMIN. 
Some of the census absentees sighted, Seems obvious 

that there is a real :rood ehortage here, Little possibility of 
getting good attendances at census until such time as the food 
improves. 

Radio ,cntact unsuccessful - battery appear s to 
have failed, Ri ce iosued. Guard maintui ned. Some ra i n during 
th.:i evening. 



--
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Sp.turd.ay 24th Ausuet, 1951, 

Departed BUFILMIN Rest House at 0830. Moved along 
well cleared road to the LCM'ER TIFALMIN hamlets, arrived at 
0905, altitUde 3850'. Inspection or hamlets and the Rest House, 
generally in !'air order, On at 0950 1'ollowi:ng the II.AM River, 
some sections o:r road to be inu>roved here. Began long climb 
to the top o:r Mt, BUGUMTIGIM, arrived ll15, altitude 5500', 
Spelled, Moved on at 1145 descending, track particularly well 
cleared, Several minor ascents and descents, crossed a number 
o:f gullies by bridges , Reached URAPMIN Rest House at 1340, 
4500 '. Purchased quantity of' f'ood • Radio contact unsuccess-
ful. Arranged for people to appear for census on Monday . 
Native food issued . Guard posted, Rained at night . 
Time on Tr.!ck 5 hours 10 min. Walking Time 4 hours 1 O min. 

Sund,ay 25th Augu.;t . 195z. 

Remained at URAPMIN. Observed. 
Bought a large amount of' rood , mainly sweet potatoes. 
Native f'ood issued. Guard maintained. 

Monciay 26th Ausuat, 122.Z• 

Remained at URAPMIN, 
URAPMIN people censused during morning , almost 

perfect att endance. Inspection or main hamlets , instructi ons 
:for further clearing and cleaning g!ven , marks issued to the 
various headmen . Medical inspection, treatment prescribed where necessary. 

Talks with local people re escaped p1•isoner 
IAGAPTARENG of URAPMIN. Arrangements f or his recapture made . ~ 
Further int'ormati ve talks re BOLANG area. 

Native :food issued, Guard maintained , 

Tueso.ay 2Zth Attsust. 1257. 

Departed U;APMIN at 0725, Descended along good 
road through KEMOVIP, DIMIDUVIP and DIMULDUYIP hamlets , 
Steep drop to the SEPIK River , reached bridge at 0845, 2950', 
Crossed and spelled on opposite bank at 0855, river running 
strongly but quite low, apparently there has been little rain 
along the TELEFOLMIN Valley recently, , On at 091 O climbing 
steadily, Reached URAPDAYIP hamlet at 0950, 4200' then passed 
TIGINALAYIP hamlet to camp near site of former rest house , 
Camped at 101 5 , 3975' . Purchased rood from the small group 
living in the area , Revised .:iensus ror the TI KAMIN people, 
100% attendance , Rice and native t'ood issue(!, Guard posted, 
Time on Track 2 hours 55 min. Vlalking Time 2 hours 20 min, 

Wednesdav 28th Aueust . 195Z, 

Departed camp at 0720, Paesed the hamlets visited 
yesterday and crossed a deep gulley to reach an ATEMKIAKMIN 
garden camp , Continued on moving through grass sub-divided by 
bush lined gullies, Road well cleared, Crossed several small 
streams berore spelling at 0835 , Moved on at 0845 through 
simllar country until arr·i ved MISINMitl village at 0940, h500 ', 
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Wednesday 28th Ausust, 1957. con. 

People waiting for patrol. Revised census for the MISINMIN 
and ATEMKIAK11IN groups, v ery good attendance . Ins truc t i ons 
for the cleaning and imp r ovmng of the nearby hamlets giv en, 

~:~s ais~~4~. to R!~~h!~r~~~~i~~a:e~31 s~e~~~~~~d~l4a~o ~~od 
During the late aft ernoon the escaped prisoner was brought to 
the St ation by the URAPMIN people. 
Time on Tr ack 5 hours 55 min. Walking Time 2 hou rs 40 min. 

End of Diary . 

NATIVE SITUATl.Q!i· 
The native situation , in all aspects , was 

mos t pleasing. 
The recept i on accorded this patrol by the 

FEGOLMIN , WOKEIMIN and KAMFEGOLMIN pe.oples was really hearten­
ing. Despite their limited contact the people gr eeted the 
patrol personnel as friends. There were few signs of fear and 
dis trust, and none of hos'.;i).ity. In part of the IOKEIMIN area 
some l i ttle time was needed to gain the confidence of t he people, 
but soon they were flocking into the camp , admi r i ng the tents, 
patrol gear etc ., compl e tely at ease and free of doubts. Three 
WOKEIMI NS, a male adult and two youths , accompanied the patrol 
to TELEFOLMIN ; there to admire and be frightened by the planes, 
to atuey the vari ous buildings and the Station at work, and to 
eventually return to their area convinced that the Government 
meant them no harm. 

FEGOLMIN (FAIWOLMIN). 
The FEGOLMINS are unlike so many of the other 

TELEFOLMIN Tribes in that they accept the Government as a friend. 

llThis speaks much f or the contact they have had from previous 
patrols. The FEGOLMINS live along the foot of the HINDENBURG 
Range and are divided into two sub-tribes - NINGLINlxlIN and 
ATEMKIAKMIN. 

Both these groups have much friencily i ntercourse 
with the tribes of the TELEFOLMIN Valley - FERAMIN , TEI.EFOLMIN 
and URAPMINo The NINGLINMINI believe that they have the same 
ancestors as the TELEFOUIIN people, and regard the TELEFOLIHN 
Spirit House at TELEFOLIP as the i r own. The ATEMKIAKMIN group 
is split into two parts . The people east of the IUM River mix 
freely wi th the NINGLINMINS whilst still retaining their 
identities as ATEMKIAKMINS . The larger group to the west of the 
IUM River are particularly frj endly with the URAPMINS. 

The NINGLHIMIN and east ATE!lKIAKMINS are c losest 'I 
to the Station, and over a number of years many have worked for 
short pGriods on the Station as labourers. The good treatment 
they have received has done much to foster a pro- Government 
feeling amongst the people in the remoter a reas. The west 
ATEMK!AKJ.!INS do not visit the Station, but have fr-om their 
contact with t hose peop l e who have s o done, come to accept the 
Government. 
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NATIVE SI'rUATION. Contdo 

The patrol intended to initially census ihe 
entire FEGOLMIN Tribe, but a current :food shor~age in their 
a rea had caused many o:f' the people to scatter so widely that 
census was pended until such time as the majority o:f' the people 
can be gatherr;J. at their villages. 

~'he FEGOLMIN Tribe would number approximately 
750 people. This :figure is much lower than estimates by the 

l previous patrols . Estimated :figures for the various hamlets 
and groups are shown u,•der Census . Though their lands are 
quit e extensive, stretching south to the junction o:f' the BILAK 
and WAIHK Rivers, the people have grouped themselves along the 

1 northern :fringe o:f' their land in a number of closely bunched 
villages. Only in times o:f' :food shortage do they move south in 
any numbex·s. 

The east FEGOLMINS have clashed many times with 
the ANKIAKMIN Tribe to the east; at present an uneasy peace 
exists. Messrs Bottrill and Pople reported that trouble exists 
between the FEGOLMINS and the WOKFIAKMINS . The latter tribe 
lives to the southeast . The west FEGOLMINS appear to have no 
real enemies. They are close :friends with the \VOKEIMINS and 
the KAMFEGOLMINS . F'rom the BOLANG area o:f' the ATEMKIAKMIN 
group, a leading personality named ~BITUM led the patrol to 

I the KAMFEGOLMIN area, and there arranged f or guides to take the 
patrol to WOKEIMIN. KUBITUM 'S help was invaluable, as h e was 
able to act as interpreter with the VI OKEIMINS and KAMFEGOLMINS ; 
his presence was also responsible to s ome extent :for the patrol's 
good contact with these tribes, 
WOKEIMIN ( VOPTIMIN). 

The WOJU<:IMIN Tr ibe is a rather unknown quantity . 
The' people live in small, scattered settlements , and there 
appears to be little or no i ntercourse between groups. This 
patrol contacted two WOKEI!AIN groups ; one near the TEAEL River , 
the other near the KAM River . Both acknowledged the existence 
of: the other , but stated that they did not visit or intermingle 
in any way . Several :further WKE MIN settlements were repo1•ted 
to the south. It is very hard to get any real idea ot: the total 
number of the people. From gardens and houses seen, and taking 
into account the nwnber o:f people sighted, and the communities 
reported but not seen, it is thought that they would t otal 
no more than 500. 

The WOKEHIN settlements to the north are close 
to TIFALMIN, and the people intermingle freely . As the TIPALMINS 
have until recently been most unco-operative and anti-Government, 
it is natural to assume that the WOKEIMINS have received a 
rather distorted idea of the Government and its workings . The 
VIOKEIMINS to the south are friendly with the west FEGOIJ.UNS 
and the KAMFEGOLMINS , though s ome feuding has existed with the 
latter. The KAMFEGOLMINS have also clashed with the other 
WOKEIMIN groups in disputes over land. At present all these 
groups are tr1eruily, The BUSILMHl-ATBALMINS advised the recent 

I patrol(Telefolmin Patrol Report No . 5/56-57) that they purchased 
knives i'rom the WOKEBINS, this the latter denied. As the 
BUSILMINS have no other source from which they ca obtain steel 
it opens the POl3sib11ty of further l 'OKEIMIN settlements to the 
west in the centre oi' the STAR Mountains . 
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NATIVE SITUATION. Contd. 
The patrol made particularly good contact 

with both WOKEIMIN groups , and it is considered that fol lov1ing 
patrols will be able to continue these good relatlons , and 
perhaps clarify some of the uncertainties re the tribe as a 

whol e . 
KAMFEGOLMIN (KAMFAIVIOLMIN) . 

This tribe was unknown before the patrol. The 
people had not been cont acted previously , though they had learnt 
of the Government from the neighboi.i.ring FEGOLMINS. From people 
seen , gardens etc ,, it would be impossible to estimate this 
group as numbering more than :::oo. 

The patrol established good relations with the / 
people . They will i.ngly guided -the patrol to the north WOKEI MIN 
settlements . It was most encouraging to see the KAMFEGOLMIN 
guides , only contacted the previous day, berating the VIOKEIMINS 
for being nervous and lecturing them in the ways of the G-Ov ern­
ment . The confident demeanour of the two guides showed how 
lllUCh cam be accomplished in one visit, when sound contact can be 

made without incident . 

URAPMIN . The URAPMINS are rapidly becoming a settled an 
orderly group. Whilst, perhaps, not to the standard of behaviour 
and advancement attained by the local Station villages, they are 
now a better behaved and ,;ire tractable people than the 
ELIPTAMINS . As in most tribes there remains a certain element 
that can rarely be drawn into expressing opinions or ideas. The 
vocal sections of the group are known, but it is hoped that 
rutur e pat rols are able to induce this quiet section to take 
rr.ore than a passiv e part in tribal activities . Censu s attends.nee 
f o r this patrol was virtually perfect , a distinct improvement 

upon previous occasions . 
Two young men, AMBOl{ASEP and Kl~, are mainly 

responsible for the general improvement by the ·uRAPMINS , Both 
these men worked as ~reters at TELEFOLMIN, and have a s ound 
grasp of t~e Headmen are a solid rather than enterpris-
ing group , but guided by AMBOKASEP and KVIEGSEP they are moving 
along the right lines . It is unfortunate that these two stalwart 

\\

supporters of the TELE;,'OLMIN Government cannot be rewarded in 
some small way for the work they are doing. 

The patrol addressed the people on their responfl­
ibili ties towards escaped prisoners from the TELEFOLMIN Gaol . 

\\

Subsequently, IAGAPTARENG of the URAPMIN Tribe was located and 

\\ 

returned to the Station by his fellow villagers . IAGAPTARENG, 
under sentence of six months imprisonment, had escaped from 
custody on the 8th August, 1957• 
TIFALMIN. 

The TIFALMINS are very slowly becoll\1ng a settled 
group. The patrol was greeted somewhat apathetically by some 
sections ; but taking into account the food shortages, and the 
considerable amo-ont of work that had been done on roads and 
villages, the general o-otlook was not depressing. 

The TIFALMI Tribe is divided into three sub­
tribes - BUFILMIN, DAMANMIN and IFINKEJLMIN - controlled by 
their reapective Headmen. Thene men are, with one exception 

·I 
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NATIVE SITUATION, Contd. 

p a thetically weak , l acking any semblance of control over their 
groups . The patr•ol endeavoured to bolster t he confj dence and 
prestige of the Headmen, but they h ave neither the personality 
nor the interest to exert their will upon a mos t unruly people. 
I t is suggested that these men be replaced by Government appoint­
ees should they fail to show considerable improvement f or the 
next patrol. There are several suitable men available . TONAGEN 
of the DAA IN group is the one ezception; his sub-tribe, the 
smallest of the three , is well controlled and orderly, due 
almost entirely to his personal drive and initiative. 

Census of the BUJ?ILl!.IN Sub-Tribe was revised , 
s ome new names being recorded, The patrol pended census in the 
other areas until the food position improves , 

'.l'his is the writer· ' s f ourth visit to the 
TIFAIJnill area , I t is considered that there need be little ear 
of a re-occurrence of the inc en of March , 195 , when a patrol 

~
-was attacked by a nF'ALMl!'I party, ine people now realise that 
t.mr-GOVernmen't: nave come !:o sfay, and that they must be accep t ed, 
Thi s has been greatly s trengthened by the extensi on of Government 
influence to the VIOKEIMIN and BUSILMIN-ATBALMIN areas , The 
TIFALMINS are now surrounded by tribes under contact. 

VlLLAGES AND VILLAGE 0 FICIAI.'3 . 

~· 
The URAPMIN group consists of six main villages, 

KEMOVIP, DIMIDUVIP. DIMULDUVIP, IDUVIP, !V.AMIBEL and DANBEL, 
They are ai tuated in close proxiroi ty to one another in the · 
f oothills of the BEHRMANN Mountains above the junction of the 
!LAM and SEPIK Rivers. There are many garden hamlets which are 
occupied intermittently. 

Gardena ar'e situated along the slopes of the 
BEHRMANNS , near the !LAM and SEPIK Rivers , and to the north 
a long the slopes of Mt . ILTIGIN, 

The villages had been well cleaned f or the 
patrol , Marks were given to the Headmen for further clearing 
and f or shrubs to be planted around the villages. Spades were 
made available for this work . 

Heaamen . TABSO!lGIM 

Population 

DOR OK 
TIBIANE!lG 
JJIGENGI Y. 

309 

Are all making some effort, have 
A1lBOKASEP and K\'IEGSEP aa advisers , 

Consists of twenty two hamlets. any of the 
people do not have eatab:..ished villages as they move fr·om garden 
to garden. These hamlets are si tuuted along the ILAM River and 
upon the slopes of the unnamed ranp,es which form tne II.ALI Valley 



desired. 

~· 

Gardens are situated near the many hamlets. 

Village conditions improved , but still much to be 

~ BU¥J.OIN 
AWANIM 
KANATIM 
TONAGEN 

Ponulation 431 

A weak, disinterested crowd apart 
f'rom TOll.hGENo 

(includes some of the figures f'rom 
Census June , 1956) 

Consists of' two hamlets , URAPDAVIP a nd TIGINALAVIP , 
situated on ridges overloolcing the SEPIK. 

Gardens are maintaint:ai near the ha.nlets and a lso near 
the BAGAN River . 

Both settlements were quite clean. Arrangements were 
made for f'urther clearing and the planting of' shrubs . 

~. BEMSEP An old man but quite keen. 
Population 33 

ATEMKIAKMIN 

Consists of one village , IEDUVIP , situated midway 
between URAPMIN and the Station near the SEPIK. 

Gardens are maintained nearby . 

Village quite clean . Similar imp rovements as a t 
TIMKAMIN to be made here . 

~ I'r OPSEP An old rogue but qui te ab le to do a 
good job. 

Populati on 57 

Const a ts of two hamlets, l.HSINl.!Ill and INFUMAVIP, both 
situated upon ridges in grassy section of the TELE~"OL! n; Valley . 

Gardena are maintaineo. nearby. 

Both villages were clean. i.arks given to the lieadmen 
fo r extra clearing, shrubs to be planted. 

~ DAGIPSEP ) Both do a good. J'ob . 
BOA'.ENGTJll ) 

' I 
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"LAVI AND JUS'rICE. 

The URAP1 .. INS and TIFALMINS have s ome app r eciation 
of the law, and its prac ti cul applicati on . The l,TRAPMINS are by 
far the more advanced of the two groups , The FEGOLMI NS, t hrough 
their close association with the pccpl e of t he TEIBFOL\lI N Valley' 
have seen the Government ' s actions in establi shing law i:nd order, 
and the eventual extension of such cont1'ol to their a rea shou ld 
not be dlfficlllt. 

The WOKEH'.IN and KAMl.>EGOLl.Ul! peoples have no 
knowledge of t i.e law and 1 t:> ;iorkings , Future p a trols ha ve the 
job of demon.;tra ting , and eventually applying the l aw to t h e se 
areas. 

LAf G!JrtGE A1'<1) 11.TERPRbTATICN. 

The F'.iGOL~.INS, ;QKEIMINS , KA1. "F'EGOL..:INS , URAPl.!INS , 
and IFAL!.1INS speak uif'ferent dialects 01' the TELEFOLMIN 
language , 'foe f'ull extent of this linguistic group is n ot 
kno;m , but 1 t has been definitely established that it extends 
f'rom the s~ rlICKLANiJ River west to the N~THERLANDS m:.. GUINEA 
Boundary , south to the DON.tJ . .JXJON Range, and no1'th t'J the RIGHT 
MAY River. ' 

The PEGOLMIN dialect j s understo..id by t h e 
UBAP n.s and the TELEPOL:!II.s . 'l'he pat,.ol was accompanied by 
one or the Sta+.ion Interpreters , SESEI:GAL; he was ab le t o conve r s e 
with the 1~GOL!~INf1 , but not iii th the ;/QKEIMINS , KAl.!FEGOLMINS or 
Th't.LMINS . The FE.GOL:.rns could make themselves understood by 
tht•se three tribes . 

The pati·ol employed ull overage of 40 carriers . 
'l'hey r1e1·e paid in oney or trude, as requested . 

"n pat1·ol used T~LE.·OL1 Hi carI'iers f or tue 
trip to P .... GC:L.. It•. ,•ror the1·e, local natives we~e recrt.LJ.ted , 
and 4 ~'ELE.•OL1.IJ.S were sent home , a amal'!. experienced nucleus 
being retal ned. The I<'EGOLMINS carried t'.1e putr::>l to TIFALMIN , 
f1'om where they retur•ncd home. 'i'IPALI Il S c'.lrricu tee patrol 1 o 
URAP! IN, and t'rom here the loci<l.s bro:1gh t the patrol on to the 
Sta ti on. 

Tl e F.i::.GOL' INS, though inexperlenc d as carl'ie1•s , 
p.;rfor· cd wt:ll. CPrtainly they lacked the stamina and seberal 

(

skill of the TEI.E OIJ INS , but their enthusiasm and willingness , 
especially ut moklnu c~ , we1·e most pleaBlng. As Goverru"cnt 
1nt'l11cnc is c:-or G>lid ted alo tne routt:i of this patrol 1 t 

111 bcco e le for patrolo to move f'1·om group to gr•oup 
obtain.ln ca.•r e1· as n ed d . 

assiateu 
KA J>;OCL 

om mis 
friends, 

n tho carl'ier lino 
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fi.Gi< C LTUR:i'.. ;-1;- L.!VJ:;STQC., , 

Pood -.vas generally in short supply throughout 
the area patrolled. 

The p eople, in corrmon with mo s t t r i b e s or t e 
TELEFOL1!Il Sub -Di strict , ol ow a syst em of shi f t ing agric lture . 

iR!Y p~t~~l e~~!~ii ~~~~ fli~dFE;G~~jN :~!c a t ey plank!~ ro;a;~~~~nt 
ga rdens were f 11i ling, and the new gardens were not quite ready . 
A l ittle f ood was sold to the patr ol . The FEGOL.!I ~s garden in an 
extremel y poorl y d r ain ed area and much of the i r garden f ailures , 
and the s lovmess of the gar ens t0 mat u r r. , may b e a Ltribut.ed 
di rect l y o this . The i\AJ •.. F':IWOL~.I ,3 are ina s imi l ar p csi tion. 
Both t!1ese tribes p l ant sago in the lower altitudes to the s out h , 
a nd while waiting for their gar dens to matu re r eside near these 
s ago fi elds . 

Both the 1/0r.EHlll groups had p len•y of f ood . A 
number of sago palms v1ere seen near Lhe vi l lages of the f rs t 
gr oup , altitude approximatel y 2200 feet above sea l evel . The 
p alms were of good s ... zs and were r eported to me. t ure ·1ell. This 
VI OJ\EIIUN group ll ve in a narroVJ dep r•ession whi ch is mucn lowe r 
than t he surrounding count ry s ide , and whi l s t the peopl e are 
continually shifting Lheir gurdens , they move a long t his lower 
!lrea thereby ensuring that t ey c~in plant sago nea1•by . The s econd 
,/Q}'JJ:lr,li~ group lives at a nucn h gher altitude , 4600 f'eet above 
sea lev 1 . They have no sago areas . The soil in both these areaa 
appeared quite rich and much better dr ained than in the l<'~GOL!.11 
gardening areas to the east . 

The 'i'IPAL .. L S were very s i..I't of' Lhe stapl e f oods . 
rhe~- claimed that J"lany 01' their gar ens nud failed compl e t e l y 
thou h thci1 ne 1er gf.lr ens were prop;resoinc s11t1sractorlly . t 
Ul:U\P!. I!. the at ple v.as in :mort sup ly but good crops of s weet 
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potatoes were being obtained. Along the TELEFOLMIN Valley the 
tieople had ample food. 

The main crop and staple food is taro . Sup1ilemen­
ta ry crops are sweet potatoee, bananas, sugar cane, pit pit, 
cucumbers , edible leaves, cuclJ.mbers and s ago . The latter crop 
is not grown with any success by the URAPMINS , TI •ALMINS and 
TELEFOLMIN Valley people - the altitude is too high. Introduced 
crops are pupipkins, pawpaw( successful in the URAPMI N area only) 
and sweet corn. 

There are no cash crops . Occasionally the 
URAPMIN and TELE:b'OLMJ N Valley people carry food ir;to the Station 
for ~ale, but most of the gardens a re too remotely situated for 
this ;:develop greatly . 

Pigs , cassowaries, possums and wallabies are 
hunted vti th 1i ttle success . Snakes have a place in the diet of 
the URAPMINS and TIF .LMINS , several types of pythons are hunted. 

Few domestic pigs were seen. It is the usual 
practice for pigs to be kept in or near the gardens . Pigs are 
constantly traded between the 'fELE~' Oll INS and the FEGOL!.1INS and 
the crossbreed pig is now quite common acro9s the HINDENBURG 
Range . 

TRACKS AND TERRAIN. 

Roads within the TELE1''0LMIN a..'ld ILAM Valleys 
were in particularly good order . From TIFAL IN to the tltation 
the patrol moved along well cleared , vlide tracks . Many small 
bridges, duckwalks and handrai1.s on the bad sections indicated 
that a considerable amount of labour had been employed. 

The road from TI!.IKA .UN to the Station has been 
re- sited to avoid two steep-sided gullies and is nov1 considerably 
shorter . From URAPMI there are now two good roads to the Station. 
One crosses the SEPIK near the SEPIK-ILAJ.1 junction then joins 
the '.l.'IMKALIIN road mentioned above; the othe r follows along the 
slopes of the BEHRMANN Mountains f or some considerable distance 
before swinging sharply to cross the SEPIK. The latter road is 
well graded and could be made suitable for light vehicles. 
There are several steep sections that would perhaps need to be 
recut , but thsy eould be overcome without too rrmch trouble. 
Drainage would be the major problem as the road is cut into the 
s lopes of the BEHRMANNS and washouts would ue nu..'Tlerous . Bridging 
the SEPIK would be the greatest obstacle in the path of a 
vehicular road to URAP1 I N. The present bridge site is most 
unsuitable but perhaps a :>et ter si te could be located a little 
downstream. The improvement in the TIFALMIN roads was encouraging. 
The road along the south bank of the ILA!.! River, which was opened 
by the previous patrol , is nov1 in good order , and the inter-village 
tracks v1ere well cleaned. 

Outside the T.o.LE~'OLI II Valley the patrol followed 
native pads . They wertl , apart from s ome oec tions in t e east 
FEOOLMIN area , poorly defined. The pat1•ol moved wi t h guides a t 
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all times . These pads made great use ·or the natural contours 
of the terrain. The descent ot' the HINDENBURG Range provides 
no real danger if it is approached with c are , it wi l l be poss­
ible for the worst sections to be improved. From north WOKEIMIN 
the patrol crossed two unnamed ranges to r each TIFALMIN. It 
is not recommended that patrol s move f rom TIFALMIN to 'IOKEIMIN , 
at least until tlie t1·acks a re improved. The i n itial climb out 
of' t he ILAM Valley wou l d be most strenuous , and i;he descent of 
sheer- sided Mt . BLENTIN c ould be very dangerous for l a den carr­iers . 

Upon leaving t he TELEb'OLMIN Valley the patrol 
walked in ra.in and fog unti l TIFALMIN wa s reached. The poor 
visibility made accurate mapping impossible . As far as cot:.ld 
be deduced , and from what few observations were made, the FEGOL­
MINS live on a s l ightly elop ing plateau at the fo ot of the 
HINDENBURG Range , To the east thi s p lateau joins the MAP Range , 
and to the west it tapers away near Mts. KUM and KARI M. From 
here the ground drops away to the west t0 f orm the \'/OK.J;;n, IN 
depression , beyonil. this lies the small hills which form the f oot­
hills of the STAR Mounta ins . 

The HI NDENBURG Range dominates the ,.'EGOLAtIN 
area; its sheer walls , bare but fc. a little stunted bush , form 
a great natural barrier . Further the Vlest the hars hness of' 
the Range subslli.des somewhat as i t J ns a series of' f orested 
p eaks that link wi t h the STAR I.fountains . The sheerness of' the 
HINDENBURGS , there are few if any trailing spurs , fails to channel 
the water into sizeable streams; consequent l y, a number of small 
s treams trickle south to boost the many l arge rivers which join 
to form the mighty PLY. To the west the mountains of the STARS 
stand amidst a profus ion 01' smaller peaks and projections , and 
t he rivers formed therein a r e l a r ger , 

It was mos t disappointing that the patrol was 
blanketed by c loud and fog throughout its stay south of the 
Range . The patrol had h oped to view the S1'AR l.!ountains to the 
West , and compare them with the mounta ins to t he north that were 
examined by tlie recent ATBALl.IIN Patrol . It seems t ha t the central 
backbone of the STAR l.!ountains commences at longitude 141 • 20 ' east 
latitude 5°8

1 
south , and rune approximately north west to the 

NETHERLANDS NEVI GUINEA Border, turning more to the north as it 
nears that Boundary. The f'oothille and minor ranges of' theoe 
mountains extend f or some distance north and south on either side 
of the PAPUA Border. 

CENSUS , 

The total estimated and counted populatlon 'fer 
this area is assessed a t 2364 people. In compiling this f igure, 
and the figures shewn below, the patrol took into acc ount : the 
number o:f people seen; the number of' houseo seen; extent of' garden 
cultivation; and lastly , but to no g1'eat extent, upon the verbal 
reports of the people . 
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Estimated population figures f or tribes , sub-

tribes . 

Villages . 

GOLTEMVIP 
DOLUVIP 

Tribe . 
Est . Total 

OTOLAVIP 
AINDUVIP 

BOLANG ) 

TOLTE I? l 
TAMI'EM 
AGUMALAVIP 
KAIWEDUVIP 
I MIGUVIP J 

§L!ribe . 

NINGLINl.IIN FEGOLMIN 

ATEMKIAKMIN FEGOL IN 

Estimated. total of FEGOLMIN 'l'ribe 750 

TEKELAVIP ) 
OKTAMANAVIP ) 
SOBOLMOROVIP) 
WAGARAMAVIP~ 
BRELANGAVIP 
BULTEMAVIP 

woKErnrn 

;:stimated total of WOKEIMIN Tribe 500 

WANGBINAVIP ) 

~ ~ 
KAMFEGOLMUI 

3 50 

400 

50C' 

200 

Estimated total of KAMFEGOL.IIN Tribe 200 

Estimated total of the three tribe s 1450 

Poi:ulation figures of those tribes which have 

been fully censused. 
TI:t>ALMIN 431 309 

174 URAPMIN 
TELEi OLMIN Valley 

Total estimated and censused population of the area 

patrolled is therefc-re ~· 
Previous patrols had never obtained more than 

a 70%i census attendance, but this patrol was able to see at 
least 99% of the URAPMih and TELE~'OLMIN Valley peoples , and 
75% of the TIPil.LMINS . In the latter area the shortage of food 
was mainly refiiponsible for the numbers absent . 
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NEW TRIBES , 

Apart from making contact with the KAMFEGOLMIN 
Tribe , the patrol learnt of the existence of a nother tribe -
ABLE!.IKEIMIN - that is thought to have been previously unknown. 

ni lst in the 10KE !IN and KAMPEGOLMIN areas 
the pat rol asked the people c oncerning adjoining tribes . Despite 
the ir limited contact with Gove r nment patrols the people willing­
ly answered questions with f ew apparent reserva tions. The north 
WOKE I MIN , who l;i. v e along the M Ri ve1· to the south of' 1.1t ·. 
AIYAl G, repor·ted that the ABLEMKEIJ .. Ill Tribe lived north west of 
their area near the 'l'EID Riv e r. 'l'he FEGOL!I INS , when asked about 
this tribe, advi sed t hat they knew this group . They confirmed 
that the ABLEMYJUMINS lived near the 'l'EID River·, but by their 
calculations the tribal area wa s to the west and not the north 
west . The TEID River was reported to have i ts source near Mt . 
AIY G, from there it swung towa rds the wes t to pass Lake SOKOL­
BANG (SOKOL!.'.IK) before flowing south to b e j oined by the MIGAL 
a nd ALIP River·s . Furth er to the south the TEID is sa i d to be 
an enormous r i ver, several ~undred yards in width . It is possible 
that the TEID is the principal headv1ater of the ALICE River . 
Further questioning of the FEGOLMINS revealed tha t the ABLSMKEI!.11 -
NS are f riends of their tribe, some members of the ATE .unAKMIIf 
Sub-Tribe regularly vis· ting their area . 'l'he FEGOLMINS regarc..ed 
t he .BLE !KEI!.:INS as a much larger tribe than their ovm, and 
considerably larger than the \"i0Y~U,IN and · .iFEGOLr.:IN g roups . 
They considered that the ABLE!.IKEiuDIS were a s numerous as the 
combined peoples of the TELEr'OLJ.lIN Valley - approxima tely 1 , 000 
people. Ae a ch eck on the abil ity of the people to accurately 
e s timate population sizes , the pat rol had i ts informants compare 
g roups whose numbers are knovm : example - TIFALMIN and URAP MIN , 
ELIPTAMIN and Tl!:LE~'OLilIN etc ., a nd repea tedly the patrol was 
g iven a ewers that were near correct . 

Tribe is a slzeabH ~~~u~~e~~;~~~ ~:s~s~~~~L~~~t.iii;e s:~~~filIN 
near the TEID iliver . This location puts them near the central 
ranges 01' the STAR J.!ountains , an area which waa previously 
considered uninhabited. 'ii th the possibl e establishment of a 
Patrol Post in the vicinity oi' the d~AR l.iountains in the near 
future , it should be possible for patrols to contac.t this group . 

Salt was the moot deoired trede i tern throughout 
the area patrolled. In the newly contacted a reas , WOKEIMIN and 
KA 'EGOLMIN , mat ches , mirrors, bangles and beads were keenly 
sought , the lastmentioned being by fur the most popul ar . The 
people all have a taste for salt , whicl means that future patrols 
need not carl'y sue.I' a diversified range of trade goods. 

'£here is plenty of steel in the area . The 
people bu,y axes t r.d Knives from atribe living to the south and 
south east, which t 1ey kno 1 by the nrune O!<.SAPb IN . 1!his a1•ea is 
approximately 3 days walk .i'ror~ the centre o!' t he ATEl.'.KIA1<.!.1Ill ­
l<'EGO .1rn group of' villages . The Or'3APi .n group are reported to 
be gegularly c·:mta.::ted ry the Government , cssumedly KIU?IGA patrols , 
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and have Rest Houses in their• area . The axes, which are of' 
particularly good qual ity , a re of DU'rCH manufa c ture. This type 
of axe i s l1:een.ly sought by the people north of' t he HINDENBURG 
Range, it b eing much preferred t o the axe s us ed at TELEI•'OL~ I N 
Station fo r t r a de. 

Rr~ST HOUSES. 

'l'here ar·e two Rest Hous es a t TIFJU. .II , and 
one a t URAP!.!I N. Both build ings a t TH'ALMI N ore l a r ge and roomy , 
built on a similar design to the other Res t Houses within the 
Sub-District . The URAPl.;IN Rest House was built by the villagers 
just before t h e a rrival of this patrol . I t is sma ller than 
p referred, but is very solidly constructed. It will eventually 
b e replaced vii t h a l a r g er more suitable s tructure. Larg e Police 
Barracks are maintained a t the s e Rest Hous e s i tes . 

The patrol sought a Rest House s i te between 
URAPAIIN a nu the Station amongst t he TELEF OL1/.I N villages, but 
the re was no aui t able site tha t is cen tral to more tha n a f'ew 
of the p eople. Th e p a trol has a sked t he people to mar k a ai te 
that is, in their eyes, c entrally s itua ted, and should inspection 
p 1ove it suitable, then a Rest Hous e will be built. 

The p a trol pended the erection of Rest Houses 
in the newer areas unt i l f'ina l p l a n s f er t he f'uture administrat­
i on of t h e area are dec i ded . 

MEDICAL AND HEALTH • 

The patrol was accompanied by the l!;urop ean 
Uedic a l Af'sistant i.ir . P . C. Rocne . 

In all villages a medical i n spection was made 
in conjunc"!;i on with the revising of census . Health, of the 
peopl e seen , was qui t e good . ..ledical treatment wai; presc ribed 
where ever nec essary , the few mere serious cases being sent to 
the Nativ e Hospital o t TELE,•'OL .. IN for speciolized treatment. 

In the .<'EGOLl,.n , \iOKEB'.IN and . .F~GOL1 .• rn 
areas the patrol made no attempt to thrust medicine or t rei. t ment 
upon the peopl e, Some people came torward for treatment whi ch 
was r eadily given . The ber.efi ts of' medicin e were explained to 
all . 

Personal hygiene, in the f'<?rm ot bathing and 
Yi ashing clothe a , is non-existent . The introduction of E>.iropean 
clothing into part of the area put rolled has brought with it the 
associated problems 01· d ... rt an uiaease . '.i'ne 1:RAP H, 'l'IJ.' .. II, 
and TELEPOL;. IN ·illages .1ere ull relatively clean , anu. inatruc t-
i om: were given for ru1•ther cleuring, and the erection of latrines . 
As the peoplP. live in garden CL.r.lp s, i·ernote from their villages , 
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for the greater part of' each year there can be little achieved 
through imp~·oved hygi ene conditions,until the p eople realise 
the ifone:fi ts f or themselves . 

As the Medical Assistant Mr . Roche accompanied 
the p<ttrol , his report will cover fully the health situation 
throughout the area patrolled. 

LAKE SOKOLB NG (SOKOLMIK) . 

This l ake lies west of TELEFOLUIN Station 
amidst the mounte.ins which are apparently part of the :foothills 
of the STAR 11.ountains . The whole area was covered by thivk :fog 
and low cloud during the patrol's s"t.ay , and it was most dif:ficul t 
to accurately fix the position o:f the lake. 

llear the north end of the lake ai•e several 
villages o:f the KA !FEGOLMIN people , whose existence was unknown 
before this patrol . '!.'he people greeted the patrol in a moat 
f riendly manner , but they wttrned the patrol personnel that evil 
spirits lived in the lake, and tha t it was not safe to go too 
close. The writer wa llrnd along the banl' of the lake, which has 
two names - SOKOLBANG and SOKOLt:.I , :for a short distanee but the 
c loud and fog made it impossible to see more than the other 
bank, and then only for brief seconds as the f og shifted. It 
was impossible to estimate its length , though what little could 
be seen, gave the impression 01' some size. 1''rom descriptions 
obtained from the people , the lake is narrow , approximately 60-
80 yards wide nea r the camp , at the northern end , becoming wider 
to the south somewhat a:fte r the shape o:f a pear . The water is 
reportedly qui te clear during fine 1·1eather , and very deep . It 
is , i:f :faith can be p l aced upon the reports of the people , at 
least several mileB long . 

The l\Ju1;J..'j0,GOLJ.1INS becioime quit e agitated when 
they thought "ti, patrol intended to interfere with the lake in 
some manner . A deputation of several men , vergin g on a state 
of hysteria , came to the writer , nd stated; tha t they and the 
patrol personnel would be killed during the night if the lake 
was disturbed by noise , or in any other way . The FSGOLr.ilN 

~;~~!~I: , a~:~~~~ry tl~~a~:tr~~a~~·~:1d i~~~;~d h~;!h s~~~~ri 
any move be made to touch the lc.ke . '1'he patrol did not have 
suf:ficient i'ood to allcw it to remain in the urea and win t he 
confidence oi tr.e people ; so accordingly , the pa trol abandoned 
any ideas of exam. ning the lake thoroughly . Ae the KA:.'.FEGOLMINS 
were init ially contact eel lly this patrol , it would have been 
meet unwise to push their initial 1'riendship too far • 

.O:ven should th" 1 i•e be as l nr.c,e af: reported, 
1 t would possibly be unecoror.iical for uae by i'loatplanes as it 
is at an approximate altitude oi' 42GO fee t aoove sea level. At 
present it canr.ot be safely aaid hot; large ti"te la,.e is , the 
patrol could not vie:.·1 i wit cor..pleteness die Lo tl1e weatner . 
It would b, urn.i"e t th ls srnge to tn.nk o1' the L.ke in terms 

' I 
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of float e quipped p lanes until a patrol can accurately measure 
the l ake and study the approaches . 

The people related this story concerning the 
lake . ' !,'.any years ago there was no laKe . Near its present site 
live<i the ABLEl.'.K~rnIN people . They had been fighting with the 
KA. "EGOLMIHS ond had driven them to the south , and had oecupi ed 
their land. The land near t he l ake belonged t o the KAMFEGOLMINS . 
Though t e ABLEMKEIL:INS lived in this area there was no water 
nearby , the people obtained their water from a small stream 
s itua ted so, e distance from the village . One day aman named 
TARALEMNUP and his ·;1ife named BONGBUNGil IP were gardening near 
the present site of the lake . Several times BONGBUNGINIP asked 
her husband for water and each time h e went to the stream to 
ge t her water . Later in the day T;;.RALEl.iNUP left his wife and 
went to the top of a small hill nearby . Ai'ter he h a d gone his 
•1if e b ecame thirsty . She knew that the water wa s a long way 
away , so she decided t o try anl:1 ind. water nea rby. She lifted 
a smallisn st<Jne and was pleas•1'd to see water gushing ou t of the 
ground. She quen~hed her thirst th·m tried to replace the stone 
and si;op the flo·11 of w:J.ter , but she was unsuccessful . The water 
kept gushing rom the gr·ound despite her efforts . She r an a n 
told ner h'.lsband what she had done . He told her h e would come 
and ilav e a looK 1hen e ha finished what he was doing . She 
returnee •. to 1'ind that the water ias covering t he ground and 
rapic.ly spreadine, . She ran bac1: and told he1• husband. He told 
l.er not to worry as he woulci. soon be c oming . She retu1·ned i;o 
the water . Ji. little later T 1. E!UillP came down to see the watef, 
he found that the area \'1here he had been gardening with his wife 
was cove:'.'ed with water which was still rising . He searche d f or 
hi s 1lf•~ , and 'ou.nd her dead . He ran and t old all the v illage 
people . They realised that an evil spirit , in the f o rm of water , 
had risen out of the ground , so they decided to appease the 
spir•lt . Some of the men went to 'l.'ELEi~OL!Hh and bought some tamou 
shell . They returned to the l ake . Here they fastened the tambu 
to the end of a bow and pushed it into the Vlater , saying , ' You 
ta::.e this tambu &nu replace it with your own tambu and we wil l 
know tha t you are not angry wi t;'l us ' At the same time they called 
the name of the ilead v10men several times . 'l.'hey waited f or some 
time , then they withdrew the bow and di scovered that their t ambu 
vms still attoched. They al l ret\lrned to their vill age as night 
wa:, approa<.:1 ing . 1ihen the ti111e came to sleep the men went into 
tneir houst: i.nd the women 1.o another as is the custom. One of the 
men did not want to sleep wi tn the men , so he took off his penis 
gourd a nd put on a grass sklrt anc. w-int and slept with the women. 
In the morning this man went to the house where the men slept 
and found them all dead . 'l'heir house was full of water . This 
man took all the women away u= Lhe evil spir!Lts did not fo llow. 
Good fortune assisted this man and he had many children by the 
women , and eventually the ABLEMKEHlIN Tribe was large again. The 
people then went to live near a large river some distance from the 
lake , which they now called SOKOLBANG or SOKOL!.IIK. \ihen the 
ABLEMhEH:INS moved away the KAMFEGOLMINS returned to their OTi'Il 
ground . They were vecy frightened of t e lake. They realised 
that the spirit in the lake would ue very angry if they annoyed it 
in an.:' we:y , so the,y never made any noise nuar he lake , nor did 
they disturb the wa ter of the lake , 01• ever mention the name of 
the woman named BullGBUNGHut- . They knew thut f t ey did any of 
these things the splbit would come anu kill 1lier.i as they slept . ' 
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CONCLUSION. 

It is respect:fully suggested that this report 
should be read in conjunction with the report of the recent 
patrol fz·om KIUNGA to TEJ:.Mi'OLMIN by Messrs Bottr1ll and Pople . 
These two reports together may clarify or confirm some obscure 
points that would not be clear if the reports were read separately. 

The proposed establishment of a Patrol Post in 
the S'i'AR Mountains area will possibly mean that the FEGOLMIN, 
WOKEIMIN anJ. KAMFEGOLMIN Tribes will be admin1.stered from that 
Poat. These groups, whilst very close to TELEFOT .IN, are south 
of the imaginary line which is at preoent assumed to be the 
PAPUAN Border. As far as is known the Border has not been 
accurately fixed, and it is possible that the present assumed 
Bor·der is incorrect . 

'l'he nea rness of the three areas to TELEFOLMIN, 
and the fact that TELEFOLMIN patrols have previously been through 
these areas, made this patrol necessary . With the completion of 
this patrol all contacted groups within a three day radius of 
the Station have now been visited within the last nine months . 
Further consolidation can now be commenced . '£he patrol will 
greatly assist :future administration in the TIFALMIN and URAPMIN 
areas . These groups are closely connected with the people south 
of the HINDENBURG Range , and it has been q}l.i te co!lllnon fo'l' wrong­
doers to flee to those areas to avoid their just punishment , 
The good con!ict made by t h is p a tr·ol should deter such action in 
the future . • 

The pleasing reception given the p atr9J. , and the 
harmonious relations established with all the people, f,j.ssures 
t hat following patrols will receive a good welcome'• 

M~ 
tef.f.. Boo;h , 

PATROL Q,,'PICJ!;R. 
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RFPOR'.l' ON NA'.l'IVE CONSTABULARY 

TELE:O,OLMIN Report 

1.0 . 6737 Constable LA.NGA 

Another sterling job . Conscie; iously carried out job of 
Constable in Charge . 

No. 6481 Constabl e DE\'IARI 

Hard to f'athom , inclined to lose inter st , but when on the job 
has f'ew equals . Was sicl; for part of t he patrol . 

No . 6900 Constable '/APE 

Able t o be trusted to c ar1·y out a job in t1 workmanlike manner . 

No. 7403 Constable KUSI 0 

His enthusiasm and capacity for work is unequalled, still 
impro·ring. 

No . 7404 Constable OVISH 

.iorks quite solidly if never sp ectacular . 

No. 7494 Constable h'.J.\.TUM 

Energetic type , always in the forefront , improving all the 

No . 7623 Constable DARUAI: 

Unaccustomed to di.fficult terrain, too exhausted at the end of' 
da:rs walk to show his best, will improve. 

No . 9053 Constable RE 

Solid patrol policeman. 

No. 743? Constable IDEr,i..I 

Very unobtrusive type b•1t v10r,:s htz·d . 

All members cona.ucted tnemsel ves ln a I'i t and p1·oper manner 
throughout the patrol . 

~ 
01 icer of R . P.i: . N~. 
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• TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NE\'(/ GUINTI/\ 

PATROL REPORT 

District of... 5E.P.J:I(.. . .. . Report No ... ~ .•.. ?. .. ~.t. . J.'f.lfll.~ .. ":': .~µ.IIN 

Patrol Conducted by ... R,T. NEVILU!: a%ABB1atant District Oi'fioer. 

Arca Patrolled .... ... . 
OXAPMIN, 

Patrol Accompamed by Europeans~~ ( ~· R, .l.ISm.:1' ) 

Native; ..... ...... ~9 ... 

Duration- From 1.7. / .. ??. .. ; 1 c;.~.7. ::.w .. ?. . / . 1.~ ... 19 .. 5, . 

Number of Days .. 
NO 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? ... 

Last Patrol to Area by- District Services ....... ),;!, . . / l9.~ .. ( part ) 

Medical .... NII, ... .. / 19 ...... 

Map Reference .. ...... 1'flt:P. .. ~~~~~~~. 

Objects of Patrol.1.~ .. ~11~~~ .. ~6.~~ .. ~.~ .. ~~~~':' .. ~~.~ .. ~~~_b.l.e ... •.t.a,~1.?.~ .. a.~ .. . a1.r.e.~r.1.P aitee • 

.;. Initial contact of part 4. Check population potential 5. Extenaion Govt. ini'luence • 

DIRECTOR Ol' DISTRIC f SERVICES 
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS, 
PORT MORESBY. 

'!Cr , •; 19 1 I 

Amount Paid for \'<far Damage Compensation 

Amounr Paid from D.N.E. Trust found 

Amoum Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund . 

........... ....... ... .. ................................... ·· ··· 

Forwarded, please. 

~. d 
.~ ....... .,, ...... . 

£.. .. . ... 

£... 

£.. ... 

Distrtel ~ dnmloner 



The D1otrict Otticcr, 
s,e~1.: D:!.st.rict, 

I'n rol Ho rt No, 3. 19/lj'!i8 , 
Tolefomin, 

30-11-104 

llc.c ii:>t of the nbovCMent1oned Putrol 
i,eport is cl:nowlcdt;ed with tM:nks and t ho cont cnto 
the r uro ver well covt r..,d in your O'IOr nda 
to t ho s oiot ant 1H etrict Oft'icor, •. elc:ifo.":l1n and 
eyseH'. 

Tt1 contents of tha second po r r 1~ of 
n .. c 2 1•0 o·inr· 1'l'Cll1 1n und 1 t 1a requested t:te t 

yctl t.1 e. 1'1r .- -:t l n to ensure th&t tho sei etunt 
))1otn.ct Off1 c r, Tolof . in, conf'o:nna to the views 
oxpr-1 acd th ro1n. 

'.i:hc i>0p0rt Imo ,. on oubjcct to , raoc 
.. tntC':'lcnt copJ of 1' 1ch 1e ott ched for your 1nf'orm-
ti n do , 

ul rl 
tl nk.e 
.uch " 



FPK/H I, 

Assist ant District Ottlcer, 
TQ 11'0LtWi , 

partmant of at1Te Affairs, 
Seplk District, 

30th Dec ber, 1957· 

PATRQL MPQRT - T$L§FOLMII! No. 3. pf l91j2-'i • 

I am vary glad th.at Mr. eville and yoursel.t 
were able to comp ete this pa rol not only because 1t. completes 
our f irst ove all cov'lrage of the 'l'eletola1.n SUb-district 1n the 
one year but also because it gave 1ou 1U1 opport1lllity ot PQrsonally 
inspeottng the next &l."ea t o be opened. up 1n 7ou1' Sub-District. 
In addition it has s EID.ad to answer !lame queries arising .tram 
Hr. ilottrlll's patrol out of Kiu~a to ccm1'il'll our au sitions c::iing tbe al'Oa south o~~ Ilind.el!_ rg =I~ o f'Ui"Thir 
c l~ce. 

Whilst the <!ont1nuat1on ot the patrol to Tari 
would have ined f'u.rtber valuable kl:lovledge, it must be 
remMberod that 7our first tssk is in your O'lfll. Sub-cUstr!zt . 
In thl.s regaZd. 1 too, whilst it is obvious that a Patrol ost 
W'il.l even·tually be put into the OXAPMIN area, the Ul"gent need 

'

for consolidation in the rena1Dder of th D13tr1et V1ll. preclude 
ti..ny statt being posted for such new work tor same aons1derable 
ti:le. It would be most umrise to make an.y prallisea to the 

1 OX..,APMill people until aL officer for that Post is actually at 
Tel folll1.n. 

The co-opera t i received tr the ;.iople 
eontac ed1 1nc1Ud1.n& tho:ia seen f'o:r the f'1rst t 

1 
is 1ndicat1n 

ot the very aat1sfQctoey manner 1n ch this pat ol was ce.rri64 
out and is certainly a v lcom& contrast to t attitude shown bf 
the pl'lople to the Wost and Borth of Tolef'olmin station. 

Th$ Report i s d etailed and int~ tiv a.tld giv s 
an excellent picture or the area, osp ci lly 1n regard to the 
possibilities of' opeuing a new station 1n the O.tWAPMU aroa. 
The TARANGIUN site has much 1n its i'avour and ould certa.1nl7 
be the place ! rom which our i ni t i al act1vit 1 s colld exto d, 

owev r , C.he secti on covering Keal h is 
asin - would you plea e forward s soon as posai bl.e. 

c.c. Mr. •Ville . 
c . c. Tne Director, 

D.ll.A., Po1·,. Mo1•e by. 

complete the 

but ti e 
pr ., vented 

I 
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,Jevertholess, I thilli' th::it the patrol was 
very successfully achieved in its i'iV!lit objects o.nd !1r . Neville 
v.nd l·'.r . -'isbett a,·e to be con.;ratul::ited both upon the conduct 
of ti1c Patrol am: the inforwativc icport coverin.; its 
activhics. 

It is obvious that our next expansion in 
relefol ... in uill be to the uast where the lo.rger populations ·are . 
C·:m-::uri'ent , it:1 the est<J.blishment of a station would be the 
construction of a swinJ orid.;e of steel wire co.ble ove r the 
Jtric~L,nd u thus completin;_; control between '.relefol'.ili n and 
.;'ari. l'he exact area on the '.:?ari side (.j,i a,wr) \;, ich the ~· 
o_c..,_,p, I.I :;tation would control is a .:m.tter fo r later 
·~nvesti;;ation. However , any .;uci1 exp:cnsion mus t t al;e 
second place co coTLsolidat_ion of the areo.s '"~readt und.i r oi:.r 
t: ontr ol &nu could not e7i::c place antrra urmer oi.;...!'._P.a t rol 
o~f! CdS a!C ~ent to tJ~rICT". "(;'.y IL/:J:-Jll21IBon-
sta!f re.i.efs} . --

The r1eport a.; .in brin_;s up tne proble.J of 
•.mo is ·co aell!linister those areas uhich are -.:iore c sily 

II 
controlled fron Tolefolnin - and later Olrncipmi n - but uhich 
are in Papua . I ,_..i in favour of the practical solution of 
acl.l!linisterin~ ac ordin.; to .;co.;r•1phical pouition and ease of 
covera ;c bui; this iay b;.•in.; legal probleor; in its trai n . 
It is relatively Sl. ple to ~ive our or'ficers at .(elnfol ..;in 
Court pouers _'or both _errito;:-ies bu.t the diffi culty .1ill be 

ii in na ing a place to 'n''1ic'1 t'apua prisoners c:u1 be co,,111i tted. 

~ 
I believe a some·.~nai... ~.:.ruila1-· iH·oble;,1 occur1~ad '1.C ;~e!'l~{e.myama 
and i:he solution used there .iay be a'?plic:,t·l to ..:el efol n.in . 
I ·.1oulcl <::pprecia Le your furchcl' ;..dvicc in t .is .:10.tter . 

C:i...1pin0 .,11m;o.nc'l cl::i.i c <i.·e o.ttached . 

Could .10 pla 

( ' . r . ;.ar>d) 
Jl)~~· 

P · 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA. 

RTN . 

PATROL REPORT No , 

PATROL CONDUCTED BY : 

AREA PATROLLED: 

PATROL ACCOMPANIED BY: 

DURATION O:E' PATROL: 

OBJEC'l'S OX' PATROL: 

~.A . l:'ATROL: 

Sub- District Office , 
~LEFOIJ(;IN . 

11th Novemb er, 1957 . 

of 1957/58 - TEL:E.FOIJ.UN . 

R. T. NEVILLE . a/Assistant 
Officer . 

O=OPTAf.Ut- , part INKl.AKLIIN , 
KASANMIN, WIN CREMIN 1 Birt:EN 1 
KUSKUSMIN , BAX Riv er, a r ea South of 
Strick.land Gorge , OXAPl\IlN . 

J.ir . R. AISBE'rT . P . O •• 

No 65)4 Sen, Const . WALAI.1AIWAI . 

No . 6737 LANGA. 

No . 74-03 . KUSINO 

No, 7404 OVISIM 

No. 6900 WAPE 

No. 9433 I:ANDEKAI 

No . 8979 L'f.AI 

No. 9185 I.ARI F 

No. 8991 WASI MNOK 

No. 7946 liIANEIN , 

Interpreter. SUNI. 

N. l.''.O. SUl\!ENGIN' . 

From 17/10/57 to 7/11/57 , 

Number of days : 22 . 

1. Routine administrative vi s j t to 
the OXAH"IN area which is some 50 
miles East of 1relefolmin j_r1 a direct 
line. 

2. Examination of their count ry 
fer nos Jible airstrip r:.n\i station 
sites, 

3. Check oft po ~ation potential. 

4. Ini tiql contact of peopJ.es to 
the South of Papuan border , who 
never-theless lie within relatively 
close prox1 mi t;y to Telcfollllin. 

5. E:xtemdon and com,olidation of 
'iovernment influen.;)e e>nd informatior 

'ovemher , 19?6 - OXAPMIN . 
Remainder - Initial. 

lll-P attached - based on TEL . Snb­
District e.p with amendments and 
additions f cm observatinns 
te.lrnn 011 this patrol. 



RTN . 

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA . 

Sub- District Office , 
TELEFOU1IN . 

11th November , 1957 . 

PATROL REPORT No . 3 of 1957/58 - TELEI<'OLMIN . 

INTRODUCTION : 

The OT.API.:IN area was the last portion of 

J 

the Sub- District which had not been patrolled during. the 
prece !iding twelve months. I'v is a thickly populat"d 
section, in which the people are most friendly a nd desirous 
of seeing the Government in their area . This patrol moved 
out in or<ler to complete the over all cove1·age of the 
Sub-District . It also served to famillari?.e Llr . R. Aisbett , 
Patrol Officer, with the J ocation and type of people with 
whom he will be dealing . Mr . Aisbett is a new arrival to 
the Sub- District. 

The QJC.Apj., N tribe occupies approximately 
400 sc;. . l!l~lan.d, s.ituated some 50 miles East of 
"Telef01min . Comcencin · at the head waters of the Sepik 
River the area extends East to the Stri~k1A.no RivF>r ; bF>i!'..g 
bounded to the South by the BI!.i'EN mountains and to the 
North by the Oii River i.e. part cf the headwaters of the 
Strickland River. 

Relatively sneaking , the land owned by the 
OXAPJ,;IN people is quite open and fertile . This no <tou.bt , 
is as a result of the breakir1e down and weathering of" the 
limestone mountains and hills which di,,ide and bound the 
area. Consequently, as a result of their being abl;i to 
erow good crops , a 'inh conr,entration of population ha:.: 
been achj evecl . 

European contact with the OXAP IN has been 
intermittent, w! .ilst there has been no contact whatsoever 

l
i'ith the people to the-SOUTil or Dil! 1'apu.an m>rder . The -
irst contacf\·1-rnr-tne~eople was maa-e-by J,' >Srb . 

raylor >rd Black d,1rint their Pagen-Sepili _,atrol in 1938- 39 
on their inw .rrl j ourr1ey to Telefol.Jni r1 . 'his WR.s folJ owed up 
by 1!essrs . West in 1951 , and Nolan in 19" .2. . Mr. E. D. Wren 
made the last pa tr il to tfie OXAPJ, IN i.1 Hovember , 195:t 
Bxcept for the original patrol which experienced a little 

I 
difficulty with the SElf.BATI peoplf> , all relations between 
the OXAPlli:JNs and the Goverrunent have been very good . 

I 'umbers of tl-iem have co!"e in to the station to wor-k and 
hF>ve received payment in the much coveted steel which , till 
recently , has bel"n short ir the area. These good ri>lations 

f 
prevailed dttrin tti~ patrol ani it is quite apparent that 
the "eople eal'!Je tly desire tbet tl,e (lover=ent come and 
settle in their area . Al though the patrol was very c::i.rr ful 
not to make any promises which owing to lack of staff et"., 
m9.y not be fulf'illed; it was hi..rd to reeis-t- the nnmerouu 
earl"est entreaties made tr• ·1s by the influential memberr­
of the communi tv. 

To tl.,P South of the Pfl.nuan border, very 
little was knowr of tne area. Several da.ys were spent 
orior to the atrol ' s nepart1p·e ga.tterinG infoI"Jla.tion from 
knowledgeable ;persona. Afl we re ir ro~nP"""ion o.f 
extensive information covering the l'orthern route to the 
OY..APl IN , it wq_s decided to try a nP.w and im rown track which 
took us over tne back cf the Hindenl 111· nt;e tmd thence 
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E is t till striking the Strickland River . In doing so , 
we discovered t he presence of several gr oups who had 
hitherto been unknown , and confirmed the existence of 
two groups ( BIJ\'JEN and KUSKUSMIN ) who were lmown but 
not visited previously . These new groups a gain proved 
to be a t · 1 · hland native :ln'COrrtrast to the rugged 

e e o 111n mountain type . ence was quickly 
g:nnen-wfii ch resulted in firm friendship . 

I t can be seen t hat wi t lilin a period 
SO years , there have been four patrols in and around t he 
fringe& of the OXA.Pliill people , and for the mo st part 
contact with those extending towards the South, has been 
limited or non est . This patrol proceeded South beyond 
t he point of previous penetrati on and initially contacted 
the people South of the Papuan border who extend Westwards 
towards Telefolmin station. There is no doubt t hat these 
people South of the Hindenburg Range lie in the Western 
Di strict of Papua, however theyii. are more readily accessible 
from thts station and would reeard t hemselves as coming 
under our sphere of influence. It can now be said that 
Gov ernment knowledge extends over the entire area between 
Telefclmin and the Strickland River . 

It is requested that f requent reference 
be made to the accompaning roap . The Sub-District map has 
been enJ,arged and extended trom vbserva tions t aken on this 
patrol and .;hould hel p clear up any obscure points when 
r eading the re!)ort . 

The diary has been fully recorded so that 
future patrols will know the exac t t ype of c ountry and 
what to expect when fol] owing t his r oute and dealing with 
these people. Consequently the di ary may be a little 
boring for the out sider to read , but I would ask you to 
bear with me on this score . 

Thursday , 17th October , 1957 . 

Left the station at 0900 and moved 
slowly over an undulating tracl< till arriving at the 
central Rest Rouse at KIALII<hIN ., 1335 . P trol camped . 
Local neoule waiting for us vii th sufficient food ti.o r the 
natrol0 s needs , x'ollow un talks ( Rtlf Patro::. Rep . Ho .1 
of 1957/58 ) held with Viilage Headmen and others . 

Carriers l.ined and warned to fully 
obey instructions once the 'lRtrol rnoved out of t'1e 
immediate area. 

~rack: 4hrs . 35 mir1s , Actual 1'/alV.~ng time . _>1\' hrs . 

Frjday 18th October , 1:::67 . 

Llepar1;ed ,IAI.IKl II at 0653 . l'assed 
throuch SI .I.1TAIVIP village and thPn down to the Sepik 
fl '\te - grow1d around hPre would anpe r to be good coffee 
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Lind . Arrived at the Se?ik at 07 10 . Crossed a new bridge 
which the neople had cons true ted for us, knowing that we 
were takine: this route . Commenced cros ine a t 07 12 -
completed 07 45 . Continued climb Lng steadily over a well 
cleared track towards the Hindenburg Range . Rested at 0845 
( 5250 ' asJ . ) - off again ai; 0907 followine up the llITAP 
creek . Rested a t 1007 before crossing the DITJJ' for the 
last time (6 150 ' asl.) . ~esumed at 1025 and -:Jassed through 
,.:r . Jone ' s old co...'!rp site at 1040 - u:ade enquiries re water 

~~!h~~~p a~h~ 13~nn150 I j!~i~)d f~~ ;~~~e~~d b~~~~~~~~ ~~ 
fal l heavily . Loe.al J''~.A"If~ oeonle carried foou to the 
camp - nurc11ased - lit;ht [(Uard- nof.ted . 

Time on Trac:.. : 5 hrs ~3 •1ins . Actual walking: 3 hrs. 

Saturday 19th Octo er , 1957 . 

0630 - two station labourers returned to 
Telefolmin . Broke car.ip 0655 . Cor.unenced cl 'i.mbing over 
reasonable P;rc1.Je . Rested V755 (7750 1 asl . ) . J,ioved off 
at C810 and -,iassed another of Jone ' s olc\ CG..1lp siteE at 0820 . 
Con tin ie d till 0900 when arrived at top of first range 
( 8800 ' asl. ). Of again at 0925 over a nasty track - came 
to the beginnine of sheer descent at 1015 (8850 ' asl.) . 
Began descent 1055 , goine: Y.££Ji. slow - one, sliT) by any member 
of the party would have meant certain 'l.ea.th to hinself 
and possibly sev eral in front . Bested at 1235 (6600 ' asl.) 

t the mouth of the road leading to the :r;ast . Had to wait 
at the mouth of the road leadin1., to Llte Ea.st , till 1335 for 
the remainder of the 1arty to com9lete descent. Off agai"' 
over a reasonable track - arrived (J1''I 1i:ICHI village at 14:>0 
( 5600 1 asl . ) • Village belongs to che Ft. ,A .1N people and 
has been moved back towards the Hindenburf Range because of 
previous fighting with the sr:LT .UN.S . l!'ighting ha;; now 

11 
finished . People very friend. y - many women and children 
into the camp - food purchased - euard posted . 

~~: 8 hrs . Actual Walking time: 5 hrs . 30 mins . 

Sunday 20th October , 1957 . 

Six local '1!en offered to help the patrol 
- was able to send or f so~ e ori inal carriers who had 
slightly injured themselve>:> . .llroke camp 0705 - passed 
throu!3h large new ;irder.s al .iong tne route . Population 
anpears to be CJ.Ui te heavJ . 'rac\r goorJ . 

r inn t t u 

tr3.ck v 
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S1mday <:'Otr' uctober , 1957 (Cont.) 

~rack: 5 hrs 50 mins .Actual Walking 

Jonrlay 21st October , 1957 . 

Broke camp 6 . '50am . l•1ove d alone- well 
eraded road but verv overero ·m .. Crossed the ABIIiIEN creek at 
0803 and t>-en followed the side of a rane-e till 0830 
( 4700 ' asl.) . Down tc the APTING river arri vin" 090C 
( 3700 I asl . ) . Clil!lbed over a rj cl<·:e (ton 4000 I asl . ) and 
descerr1Pr1 qe;2 in to the nA1JA' creek ( 3700 ' asl.). Followed 
thi~ creel< tr1 to the top oi a low saddle arriving 1110 
(4700 ' asl.) - restea til:i 1125. Dom again to tbe ASEL 
river at 11 50 . Passing throui:;h la ge {Sardens for the last 
20 invter- . 

Waited for the c1-1rrier line to bunch 
un . oven or to the site where the ONK.ARJ .INS had lrnil t 
four :>n.eltArs for the use of the natrol. Arrived 1205 . 
A ain 1;ri ~ is the first contact with t'1ese 1JbOple - very 
~ri endly. Larr;e crowd arrived 1600 - brought in two pigs 
and abuudance of food - !'".lt !"ain trade . !'.any women and 
children into the camp . ;>r1ker>ts i.;iven to Headmen . 

Estimate th.1·G there would be between 
500 - 800 iu this -rou1" Native food issued - guard 
1osted. 

Time on Track: hr<> 15. Actual Walkine; Tirne : 4- h.n; 4'J. 

Tuesria" 2?nd October , : 957 . 

Departed ASi:.LL Village 0710 - a few 
locals r,el .. in" with the load~' and guiding . Over a well 
defined tr·1ck till arrivint: at AB.IIWTIAVIP viJlage at 0740 . 
Left 0755 paf'' ed more houses at 0803 -then over an 
undulatin tr cl< till crossing the TRIBl.NG creek at 0845 . 
Further eerj e · of clir~bs anrl dePcent:> - crossed the FOLBA 
creev at 090'5 . Arrived at the j1mc-tion of two roads at 
0910 - much ·Jiscu~sj on re track to use - took lower one -
ov"r"rowr ;..nd had ,.o cut . Arrived at the road to the 
KASANI IN tribe (who live lower Jown the ve.lley) at 09'J5 . 
Rested :Ln an olu c:arcler 'lt 1025 - had tea and left :1.t 1055 
roovi rw throueh ol cl JCASAN « e!'trdene al'! the way . Climbing 
and der.cen<lin' tnt.o nuroernufl sm·'lll streaJ11:> . Crossed the 

TITH c1·epk !'tt 1205 an;. the AT .K crf'ek at 1215 (4775 ' asl. )­
v:ri throur,h mother old ·ar,en to the to,-, of a ritle;e (5075 ' aflL) 
at'l•i lown a,c:ain ti.11 refltin!', at 1255. Left 1330 and crosPed 
t e AR 'r"'!Pr <it 1<32 - on till cros,,ine; th"' TJTUU creek at 
1A<'5 ('.iOOO ' ·.Pl.) o.n l tbe Ji.RAK river at 144 0 (5 150 ' asl.). 
Very ·cture 1P '"' tlic r·v ·flows 01,t of a ~or,.e comi.,e 

owt'l o"'f t e 

at a new 

Cr1; 'Pd t':e WI1•G river 
at 07 2 -

s "U 
Jne wonir.in an<l 



-. tvo c i or, rHne!'i - very fright ened - c;ivPn scne 0 alt . 
.ueft at 08')J a.!10. cc1 ti•1vecl fer 10 minitter> but um:ertain 
ci :ru d - fl"nt two embr.>r<> nf f'e.rty v1hc a»!:' frieudly with 
th'· '- -peopJ n ~r, look fer .~1rd"> - t cy rcturne"l. wi tll two 
yo1m~ 1 ~!l ··1''1.0 a~::( 1::RO. te td rle t 1' P 11art,,,r.. overl nfi g in 
at 0'11(1 <-vPr >r• 1m•iul·itlll ro>. 1. Cron9P<l the S' ;GAI,T 1 • .AH 
creer 'l.t ·-~.'50 (5 100 ' "'-Sl.) ff •p,cteC: 't t,•1e b .... n of tne 
SAP& .. -pr..,h' 'r"' 11 at 10211, 

'iad tea .,n of · .un at 1055 . eacbed 
the era t ti a ra, e at 1115 (?25<' ~sl.) t ·ien r1owr 
steeply tc t e A l'"i yer :3.rri vhi at 12 35 ( 4500 ' a<i.l. ) • 
Climbed ste •' for ~ si ort <iT'iu then ti e tr::icl 
lev~lled 0 1 t ' 1 i<h-tl :r - coutinu"' i t"'11. ti 11 res tine; it 
1315 (6000 ' '-01.J - re~•eu f·•r 2· 1 irut• , 'lV"'d 0ff ver 
a bad rcarl . Sto ''1ed cv ~·l 0ckin t"oe 'RI ~ vnlleir at 14 • 
Sev"!ral e.:oo•' v t e pc' n., 1 ~'l!rine tow ~ 1" t'np Mo1i.th -
b~\~ view .obs truc·~e· 'by t;lui". Ji f h" 1t ooint r·c,:J.c:'led l!l 
tni~ rai e ( 6300 l.) · ·-t ,n .qt 1 ,tr, J •ft er ,ari,ir 1rvi 
te<'m desr,pv.dine frir 1 ; 1 "'5tl• • :i~l . ). •)v"d +· it 
151J A.nil A.rrivec1 a+ ., m • VI (1 ;1) vill'l. 'lt 1< ~() . 
( t6Q-i I 't ,) • J • 

) 1-lo eo ·l• 
/ ~.de c;coi! cent· ct witn 

ncnul g, tiun ver;; sea tto?r~ 
fcoil boueht fr0 .. 1 late a.r'··,, 

'~hurs<Jav ?4th Octobc.!J_ ·t 9.;7. 

.. ... t r 
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~rir1a" 25th _g ·tober , 1957 (Cont.) 

along the s'de of the ..:iain divide between the 'DEP and 
BAK rivers Reste<l a.t 1000 . liioved off over a bad road -
when nearcne,; the top of the rane,;e t'.'le climb is sheer . 
Arrived .t the smnmit at 1200 noon (7 300 1 asl.) - a 
cle'lr ,,;.evi to the South. Carrier linP n1ovil'l/3 very s lowl y . 
Cownep~erl dPscent 0 .t 1240 down a eradual e;r&Je till 
COT'lirt to noNAVIf' vUlae;e (belon::;s to BIMEI';) at 1320 
( 63(\) ' asl.), Very heavy riopnlat:Lon in thj s va lley 
wh.Ph han not been rir~vi.ouely ighted . The KUSh1JSI:INS 
in'J.abi t ·the Eastern extL·emi ty of ~hj s va, ley . People 
v:ry friendly though woruen and chililreh ran away at n.rst . 
~ontacted sOl!lP of the latte::- in their huus')S . Spent one 
hour talkin,:?: to the older men of the co!l!hlun ... c:r . All 
prorri sed to brine us food to a camp site down at the 
"'iver. Unable to ca!!!_) on top of the ridges for weather 
very clry awJ dr'i.nkine; water short . ll!oved dovm to t he 
TEr..I i ~i ver (No . 3) to a very deJiehtful camr> site. 
l.iet 11any young women and men on the road clown . 

T.escent to the river steep and somewhs.t 
slow - t ,e writer had twi::ited his knee and r1ove:rrent rather 
riail1ful . About 60 inen , wome and chilc'~en into the 
c'1.ln:i with food for sale. Interesting talks held with 
rieo._.1le who were an.xi::ius to please . 

Ranio contact with Telefolmin . 

Ttme on T,..ack: 7h:r:'l 40• ins . Actual Walkine; Time : 5hrs 35 . 

Sllt1irday 26th October , 1957, 

With a i3IJ.'.EN 11an as euide , broke camp 
at 0655 and croo"3d the TEKrn No . 3 - clirnbed steany 
~rade to UBA village arriving 08 15 ( 6200 ' asl .) a.g~Lin 

~~e~~r:a;~e~: ~e:~~P~~~~~t~~~k wi ~~n~~~u~~c~~s t~ogg~5 . 
f.oved off at 0905 - climbed over a double hill - quite 
ste•1p . Arrived at the top of the hi ll a t 1008 (7925 ' asl. ). 
Departed 1045 over a bad trac'k . Croosed the BAI" river 
at 1135 (6400 ' a.el.) then swung away to the North. This 
track vel'.'v •11udily and heavy eoing - decided b eat to follow 
t'1e river dcwn . Struck t1'.e 'BAK again at 12 noon - rested 
at 1210 . Left again at 1245 and moved down t he river 
till 1345 when the beginnin.. of the BAK Ri ve'lt population 
\~:::~ encountered. Left the river and moved up the North 
h;ink :r'or 15 minutes . Arri•-ed UMITA village 1400 (5 850 'ael. ) 

Coru,i>r <-ed to r<iin - very cold - sheltered 
in an fl.round two houses ifftrec'l by to.e owners . Rain 
stuppe<l 1445 - made ca.np on the siile of a ridgP, Police 
Emo carriers ~rossed the BM to rather timber when sudden 
frPt.h Ca!!!" do·~n the river . S'tiouterl wa.!"'ling i:..nd 'IIBna.ged 
to get thenr baci.:: across the river heforP Jt bAca ·" 
uM11nageable. Rain again at 1600 which i1revente vr 
from obtainin[" a plentiful su11.,Jy of na.tiVP foo<l . 

11eavy nonulation at thjs ji.mcture - all 
V• ry rrien1Uy - w:i.t-Lve~ offererl us the u"e of some of their 
hou..;es since he,ivy rl-lil'I rech1ded us from buildine 
..,,,., 1 tPr • hj s area Known n.e K\I ;.,eJTA 1. IN - on the other 
oide ui toe river are the 'Elf A1\1.iI1iS . Talks with 
iH• dw"n who catnererl in 01.tr tent re roads , ponulFttion etc. 

Ra1iio contai::t with Tel el olmi.n . 

~ on t'><ck: 6 rs 55 11in~ . AC'tua] "l:J.lidn• Tim(, : 5hre 23 . 
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Simday 27th October, 1957 . 

BIM.£Jf guide paid and sent h ome - two 
BAK River natives to guide - late start due rain - broke 
camp 0720. Travelled over a cJimbing muddy track - look 
out kept for possible strip sites - none seen . Reached 
the top of a small hill dividing t he BAK and the TEKIN 
No . 1 rivers at 0837 ( 6800' asl.). There is an 
alternate route a little to the East through a loW>V 
saddle which is a lesser climb, but a little out of our 
way approaching from the KWEPTANMIN direction. L1oved off 
at 09 10 over a good road which has had much use. An 
excellent view of part of the TEKIN valley at 0930 . Then 
through a gap into the open TEICIN valley - good road. 
St ood viewing the valley at 1045 and taking pictures. 
Very heavy population right the whole length of this 
valley . Walked down to a good camp site near the slow 
flowing TEKIN. Local people coming to the side of the 
track and call i.ng friendly greetings whilst the pe.trol 
passed through their extensive gardens. Arrived camp at 
12 noon . 

Approximately 250 - 300 people into 
the camp with food for Aale . Eventually had to stop 
buying. Patrol met by +ae main headman of the 
OXAP!llINS ( SINON OK ) who made our dealings very pleasant . 
A very high percentage of women into the camp particularly 
unmarried young women which is unusual for a new area . 

1
1 

Guard posted. 

Time on tract: 4 hrs 40. Actual Walking Time: 3 hrs 37 • 

1

, 

Monday 28th October , 1957 . 

Day spent in camp resting - able to 
get clothes washed eto . About 500 - 600 locals into 
the camp - lengthy discussions held - yery nice people 
who welcome d the patrol enthusiastically . 

A large quantity of food brought in 
including a pig which was shot -.t the request of the 
locals - very impressed with display . Much information 
gained re whereabouts of population, its density and 
possible strip sites etc . Afternoon a party off to 
investigate a strip site but found to be too slllf.l.ll. This 
valley though open is very unduJ ating an:i broken. Guard 
posted . 

Tuesday 29th October , 1957 . 

Cargo rearranged - departed 0715 
accompanie-' by ~eadman SHoONOh.. Along a wet but straight 
re :I followi 1 "e TEKIN down stream . Patrol accompani ed 
bv som" bO ::.a::. es . Searched for strip sites - found two 
::-'Osei l<> F cer s rips . Locals asked to clear - very 
willing nd proce ~den to do so forthwith . The second 
e:. " .. en towaros tr.e Eastern end of the valley looks 

ro sin f~!" a light aircraft at.,.i!l site especially 
i!' a l rte. e were cut out which wolld add another 
200 - 250 .,.<l" . Sto e':i to tall': with the people at 
C ::;' d loo a• · '1<> lie of the l'\nd. Had been moving 

:ro;ie e ., f1L." t.1.on and l arg.; gardens . Departed 
5 o lo ' !>e Er.I • P ssed one of J. r . E . D. Wren ' s 

i at 1105 ( 59rio 1 a!'l.) w"l.i t ea '"I nd held further 
tor - ·0C1d v i ew o: "'EU valley obliained -

cok ic !" ~eft at 1135 nd paseed over undulating 
o t. p;arder!I. 
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Tuesday 29t h October, 1957 ( Cont.) 

The people asked us to camp a t 1215 -
t his was done as weather most 1mpromising a nd a likely 
strip of land se en to the South . Also heavy population 
s een on the Southern side of the TEKIN. 

A party off to investigate possible 
strip site. Some 300 people into t he camp with f ood . 
Headman SJ~ONOK making t he passage of the pa C1 ol very 
smooth. He has very g ood control over these people 
and is highly respected - is very pro Government, 

Radio contact maintained with 
Telefolmin and the District Officer spoke with the 
patrol ut 5 p . m. - Guard posted . 

Time on Track : 5 hrs . A.ctual Walking Time : 2 hrs 

Wednesday 30th October , 1957. 

Broke camp at 0650 - walking over 
undulating track leading through gardens - heavily populat• 
-ed. Dozens of people waiting along the road to greet 
u s. Waited for t he line to bunch up at 0855 at TAGAVIP 
village ( 5700 ' asl.) Here about 30 males watching us 
go by - somewhat sullen - i t was these people who 
attempted to hinder the last patrol - though nothing 
very serious. No difficulty experienced with them on 
this occasion though endeavours to mP..ke friends with 
them were r eceived rather apathetically. 

Mov ed off at 1010 up and ov er a low 
ridge - walking quite reasonable . Halted at 1115 -
population a little m'1re scattered here . At this point 
there is another possible light aircraft strip site , 
t hough otj.ly 400 yards , it had a 1 in 20 slope. 
Population heavier on t h e Sout hern side of the TEKIN . 
Moved down end crossed the TEKIN . Here again the people 
aeked us to make camp and told us that t hey would bring 
il'l fo od , This suggestion fitted in quite well as we 
also wished to investigate another strip site . 

Had talk with the assembled men - abou 
-t 120 ina.11. Here had b c: en some talk previously that 

lJthes e people wer e going to kill SINONOK, the headman 
'\of the group a t t he Western end of the valley. Spoke 

to t hem earnestly advising against su.ch a c·i;i on ·- story 
soon denied by all and sundry . After further talk s 
about 100 men went off t o help t he patrol llake camp . 
Eight of the older men took myself ancl party to 
investigate airstrip sites . Whilst walking many women 
and children found hiding in t he bush - fri endly 
relations established. 

At first glance t his site, on the 
Southern sid e of the TEKIN just before the riv er 
dj sappears under a range , looks very promising , but 
b P1.. cse of SJ11B.ll opening for the river t o f l ow through , 
it is subject to flooding and ground is very swampy . 
Investigated possibilities of hlasting opening but 
consider chances very remote .. would possibly only 
succeed in daming the valley. 

Returned to vamp site a t 1500 - camp 
a good one after much help had been receiv ed from the 
local na tives . About 200 into the camp incl uding many 
women who had hitherto been in hiding . Food purchased 
including a pi e - t e.lks held . 
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Wednesda v JOth October , 1957. ( Cont .) 

Ti me on Track : 4 hrs 40 min s . Actua l Walking Time : 

Thursday ] 1st October , 1957 . 

Talked with relations of a small 
boy who is desirous of returning to Telefolmin to go to 
school . Rela tions willing for him proceed with patrol . I 
Broke camp at 0655 and climb ed over the low limestone 
range under which t he TEKIN f lows . Ran~e has three 
false tops . Finished climbing at 0745 t 6000 ' asl.) I 
Decended to TARANG1IIN village a t 0810 . This small valley 
is a beautiful site - rolling grass planes broken by 
large pine stands and t he TEKIN flowing from underneath th 
range to the West. Talked witn the assembled natives and 
moved off at 0815 fo llowed by some 80 friew:1ly natives . 
Moved down and exami!led a v ery likely strip site. Should 
be able to ge t 800 - 900 yards which has a considerable 
dlope - with wor k by t he wilJ ing OXAPMINS it may develop 
into a D.C.3 strip. 

Moved off and rested at 1000. 
Beft at 1130 and climbed steeply . Here again at the 
Eastern end of the TARAID<ITN valley the TEKIN river 
disappears under a .mountain range before f inling its 
way into t he Strickland. Reached the top of th range 
at 1245 ( 6800 1 asl.). Excellent view obta:!.ned ot the 

I 
GOUGUTIANMIN valley and the cour..try to the F.ast ot the 
Strickland towards KOROBA and TARI - picture.a taken. 
Moved off at 1315 dovm a very steep decent for e. half 
an hour - track then levelled out and patrol passed 
through population whilst making to the Ea.st towards t ·• 
Strickland river. Rested at 1440. Left agaiJI. at 1455 
and continued looking for a camp site. Made ca.mp at 
1510 ( 5200 ' ~sl.) 

Word was received that the natives 
of KILBAPMIN in the next valley were constructing a 
bridge acroas the Strickland - will investigate. 

\thoueh food short in t~~~u!r~~ . na~;r~s a.l~~~s!~~~~d 
noticed yet another language change , A WAll.AG police 
constable was able to recognise a number of words and 
phrases indicating that these people ma:y have originated 
from the Eas tern s i de of the Strickland towards WABAG. 
This is quite possible for it is only in recent years that · 
the Strickland has been impossible for t hem to bridge. 
The writer was also able to recognise a number of TARI 

( 
woras an d customs . Mien pointed out fQ_ thega;Ther1:nl; 
th~,1ere delign Ced anCI-rrTenO.s ip was inunediareiy-
seaieO. - Ri c e issued-:- - -- - .. 

Time on Track : 8 hrs 15 . Actual Walking Time: 5 hrs 5. 

Friday 1st November, 1957 . 

Broke camp 0655 . Headman SINON OK 
and two GOGIJTIANI .INS Qri.ding the pat r ol. Crossed the 
GAU river at 0720 then climbed a. small range to the 
South arriving at the top at 07 55 ( 5700' asl.) Moved 
off a t 0805 skirting along the side of the rang e in a 
South Westerly direction - climbine s teadily . The top 
of the next range reached at 0850 t 6325 ' asl.) 
Strickland Gorge visible . De~ended at 09 10 down a very 
perilous drop . Track lcvelle out at 1000 then passed 
through garden areas till resting at 1045 ( 4275 ' asl.) 
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Friday 1st November , 1957. ( Cont .) 

Lef t at 111 5 over undulating countx•y and extensive 
eardens. 1•et two small boys our _;uides had to ..;i ve 
chase .to bring them to the patrol and quell t hei. r 
fears - ei ven salt - they then ac·ted as ff'.lides . Also 
met a young woman in a garden - she also was persuaded 
to come u. to t'ri.e patrol - met many others on the road -
they were a little suspicious but later quite friendly . 
Over broken country till arriving at a suitable camp 
site at 1420 ( 3650 ' asl. ). Site overlooks the 
Strickland Gorge . Some rnen dow11 huilcUne a bridge? 

A srnall party down to have a look 
at the bridge - met severa l men on the road - de~ent 
sheer - bridge site a very unsafe one at 1200 ' a sl. 
Approx . 40 fee t above the rushinr torrent - nat ives fr om 
the far side had been helping . He'1. only one saall 
l awyer vine about ".;he thickness of strir:.g s tretched 
across an expanse of some 40 - 50 yards. Much ceremony 
attached to tile bridge building. 

Twenty men into the camp with a 
lit tl e food - Had thought that it may be possible to 
crosR the St rickland and go thrriueh to Tari . However , 
the bridge would take f om 7 - 10 days to build and t h e 
foo d position rather low. Decided to return to the 
station via the BAK river and thus complete the circle . 

Radio contact maintained wj.th 
Telefolmin - guard post'.!d - rice and native food issued . 

Time on Track: 7 hrs 20. Act ual Walking Time : 5 hrs 40 . 

Saturday 2nd November , 1957. 

Broke camp 0655 - climbed steadily -
l ast part of ascent steep . Reached top of divide 
between Strickland and BAK rivers at 0820 ( 5500 ' asl. ) 
1icved off at 0840 d~endine over a good grade - rested 
at 0950 ( 4125 ' a' 1.) and departed 1025 moving West 
parallel to t he BAK river . Quite a munber of gardens 
and houses in t his area - crossed the !.lAMBU river at 
1027 then over undulatine track till arrivine at DINDhNMIN 
village at 1130 ( 4250 '). Off again at 1145 over rough 
bush track . Crossed i;he DAP creek at 1230 - good camp 
si te - made camp at 1230. 

Several natives who had a ccompanied 
the patrol sent off to tell people to bring in f ood • 
Later a few arrived in with food . 

Bn<teavoured to contact TAl'l.I btlt 
unsuccessful . Raaio contact wl tb Telefolmin r1aintained. 
Rice tssued - guard .!_)oste rl . 

Time on Tr!lck : 5 hrs 35 . Actual Walkine; Time : 4 hrs . 10 . 

Sunday 3rd Novel'lber , 1957. 

:,epartecl ..;am!l 0650 . Walkine over 
undulatin~ track -- arl'ivea ASINGDAK villo.ge 0715 -
population ::itartine to increase from hflre on - passed 
through WlNITE villa3e at 0745 , HIWA village 0815 and 
PIARAVII? at 0830. Thi5 latter a bi~ village in t:r.ree 
sections . A mt~ber of people wai tin17 to e;reet the patrol . 
Talked with th"'m at 0900 and on again at 09 10 climbinB 
steo.dily. ested. ai; 1010 ( 6300 ' asl.) and continued at 
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1040 - track good . Again walked over the saddle 
betwee1. the BAK and TEKIN no. 1 rivers , a little to 
the East of our previous route . Reached the TEKIN 
valley at 1145 . Moved along t he valley to t he West . 
Once again noted high concentration of population . 
Arrived 11.HANARPTE village at 1220 . Talked with the 
headman and others till 1300 . Set off again at 1300 
and wa lked till 1310 when a s uitable camp Ai te was 
found ( 6500 ' asl . ) Food a li ttla short here and 
some difficulty experienced - native food supplemented 
with rice . 

Talks held with those who had 
gathered . The headman SI ONOK left the patrol at this 
point to return to his village . 

Time on Track: 6 hrs . 15 . Actual Walking Time : 4 hrs . 55 . 

l'uonday 4th November , 1957 . 

Eroke camp at 0645 crossed the TEKIN 
No .1 0650 climbed over a bad road which wa s covered 
with pit pit a rri ved at a large new garden at 07 5 
( 6800 ' asl.) reach ed the crest crf the hill at 0800 
( 7000 ' asl . ) - good walking along t he top of the range 
- would be possible to put in a strip on t h e top or at 

M~9~d~I~ i!n~~~~re~e:~e~n f~~e~~e:~u~~!e at ~~~~
0

( 7125') 
Passed the junctiln <' f the TARAPTAVIP road at 0905. 
Down to the TEKIN crussine; at 0910. Followed the river 
up arriving at l<Tr . West ' s oilld camp at 0945 and rested 
at 0950 . Co11tinued at 1025 ( 7300 ' asl.) and climbed 

~~~~h g~:~u~!a~~:~e a ~i~~ 3ge:t~% ~h!,.i~) 0~n t~~a~~ v~~35 
skirting the side of t 'i.e range over a badly overgrown 
track. Rested at 1215 ( 8100' asl.) - moved of f at 1245 
over reasonable road till arriving at !l!r . West ' s old 
camp at 1335 (KANDU 8235 ' as~ . • ) Deci ded to continue 
leaving at 1400 f ound water at 1510 ( 8425 ' asl.) -
made camp - very cold night spent by al with a 
shortage of suitable fi re wood. 

~ 1.'rack: 8 hrs 25 . Actual Walking Time : 6 hrs . 35 . 

Tuesday 5th November , 1957 . 

Departed 07 10. Wal k ed over a 
reasonable track climbing steadily - commenced steep 
climb at 0735 , reaching the top of the first ridge at 
0820 ( 9700 ' asl .). Moved off at 08?5 - decended over 
a bad road - then climbed towards the second summit 
till resting at 0940 ( 10300 ' asl .) On again a6 1010 
and arriv ed at the top of the range at 1025 ( 1a,50M asl . : 
- excellent vi ew towards Telefolmin. 

Commenced the descent at 1030 -
initially over a good track but later deteriorated 
because of slippery logs, vines etc . - could be 
cleaned up to make a good walking road , Crossed 
several small streams which are the headwaters of the 
Sepik River ( 9425 ' asl.) Arrived Mr. West ' s old 
camp site at 1145 ( 9625 ' asl.) and continued at 11 50 
dovm a very long hill which has a sheer drop on the 
Northern side of the tra ck. Rest r 't at 1310 ( 9100 ' asl.) 
and on again at 1335 still moving do1v-11 this long ridge . 
Passed a native camp at 1510 ( 8200' asl.) , would have 
made camp - howev.,r , had been raining for the past 
half hour. Rain aJ?peared to be only a shower so kept 
going in order to keep wann - altitude a little too 
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high to make a comfortable camp after having be en soaked 
with rain . Gui de i nforms us of a bet ter camp site e. 
little f urther dovm the range. 

Continued at 1515 - waited at 1640 
for t he line to col l ect and moved off at 1700 - arrived 
camp site 1707 ( 7000 ' asl.) - cold night - rice issued. 

Time on Track : 10 hrs . Actua l Wal king Time: 8 hrs. 17. 

Wednesday 6~h November , 1957. 

Broke camp at 0630 - immediately 
crossed the Sepik. Climb ed out of the River reaching 
the top at 0655. Along a well graded track descending 
very gradually ( at 0930 still at 6800 1 asl.) Arrived 
at the head of a valley leading down to the Sepik at 
10 15 . Rested till 1045 then down to the Sepik which 
was reached at 1105. Followed the rive till 1117 -
crossed ( 6000 ' a sl.) Climbe!l a short distance - vantage 
point abov e the Gorge reached at 12 noon ( 6250' asl.) 

Departed 1205 moving along a series 
of climbs and descents till going down abruptly to the 
Sepik. Arrived YATEMUN village at 1310 and the Sepik 
its elf 1315. Here number of possibilities for light 

4 aircraft s trip sites near the banks of the Sepik. 
~Reached KIALIKMIN Res t hous e a t 1402. Some locals here 

to meet u s with food - talks held - guard posted. 

Time on track : 7 hrs. 32 . Actual Walking Time: 

Thursday 7th Nov ember, 1957. 

Departed KIALIKMIN 0730 and walked 
over ·~he same rout e as was taken on the outward 
journey. 

The people of Telefolmin 11@.d done 
work on t heir section of the tra ck, This enabied good 
walking the -the time interval was c?nsiderably 
shortened. 

Arrived at the station at 1000, 

- End of Diary.-

NATIVE SITUATION : 

The welcoJ11c accorded the pat ol 

[

I throiighout its entire journey was most heartening. The 

\ 

enthusiasm of the OXAPhUN people i . e . those in the 
TEKIN and BAX valleys , was particularly noticeable . 
These people have had previo~s contact with the 
Government and contrast with their Sout hern neighbours . 
The fears and do ')ts of the OXA'PMIN8 have long since 
been overcome. No doubt the next patrol to the 
Southern section will also notice an improved attitude 
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towards t he party as a result of the friends and 
contacts made on this occasion. 

From the time that this patrol left 
the station, though moving t hrough the previous 
~~~ta~;ed peopl'3s t.o..-the--Soirt o e indenburg 
Rei.nget were rec eived Without hosti:tnr,--a:tm--"'tlle 

( 

ila'T:!'\Tes co-opera t ad fully with the patrol. In the · 
0-0PTAMIN area, t he natives had been contacted previously 
on tWo occasions from Telefolmin and were well aware 
of the aims and needs of the party. In matters of food 
and assistance with carrying , thes e folk helped 
substantially, and the part~ was met by beople of both 
sexes thro hout the 1ielt o YJ;ahon etween ) -OP~AMIN 
amr-fiS , w ere sue populatio~out till - -
reac ing the BHIEN. 

In the BIMEN ( initially contacted ) , 
those met were at first suspiciouG of the patrol until 
we established friendship by moving around amongst them 
and contacting as many as possible , Relat i ons improved 
as the patrol made its way North through the second 
section of the Bir.IBN- KUSKUS.&IIN and BAK, until arriving 
at the OXAPMIN proper ( TZKIN No . 1 ) • Here were 

I 
relatively large numbers Of people waiting to welcome 
the patrol , all unarmed and entirely friendly. Asking 
was more than sUfticient to ensure that the party had 
adequate food. The buying of pigs had to be limited 
and the prices asked were by no means excessive, 
Natives f ollowed the patrol in numbers, stopping at a 

\\ 

suitable distance from their homes, and handing us on 
to the next group . Grou s of women stood at the side til\ of the track whilst w~ passed by or stoppe(f"l;o 
ta'!JfWTih them , -- I ~ was ascertaine C. that the fighting 
bPtween t he SETAMANS ( or SELTAMAf'l}lINS referred to in 
Mr . Botrill ' s~ort KIUNGA No.8 of 1956/57 ) anQ......their 
neighbours has ceased . PeA.ceful mediation from this 
c'en'tre Ms contributed largely to the :::ettlement . One 
of t heir enern.ies , t he I NKIA.lGITNS, have remove<l their 
gardens and hous es back towards Telefolmin station and 
now inhabit the Scuther n fo ot hills of the Hindenburg 
Range . They informed the patrol that no incidents had 
taken place during the last seven months and that they 
had no intention of retaliating against the 
SELTAM.AjHl!INS and were quite content t o leave matters 
as they s j and . The SELTAIP.ANMINS also appear to be 
content. 

The :aI MEN£3 and 1.'USKUSMI NS had 
clashed with one anot her o:uri:i~ Augus t or last year . 
These grievances had again b u"L settled by a patrol 
from Telefolmin and now , though not the best of friends , 
peaceful rel etions exis:t and will imrrov e with the 
passage of time , 

The tribal groups in t he OXA.P.!l::rn 
embraee between three and four hundred people and t he 
a dtivities of these groups are determined by three or 
foui influential b eadmen . During the time these people 
have been u.ader our notice , these segments have lived 
11. relative harmony . This harmony is occasionally 
disturbed by a death of a member whi ch it:1 attritut ed 
to sorcery , Sma.11 scale fighting is resorted to, in 
which very few are killed and the groups quickly settle 
down and resume amicable relations . 

At present , e.nd for some time past , 
an is well in the o~. Even those on the Fast em 
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fringes who former·l y were a.t loggerheads with the 
KEHA River p eople, have re- ,rntablished relations 
ana. were occupied at builffi,g a bridge a cross the 
Strickland so t hat trading etc , could be 
r e- commenced . 

The SUARJ\'.!IN who originally inhabited 
part of the Eliptam:i.n valley but were forced out to 
occupy t he headwaters of the OM, now live at peace with 
the ELIPTAf>ITNS . They and t he p eople from the 
hea dwat ers of the TEKIN No . 2 jnin together in 
agricultural anci. hunting pur suits for several month s 
of the year . 

. The p tr 1 ga~...1,~t;rW' 
f wher v yi able , 1n&@4Hbari'ighting 

{' 

, t s n a e~lace, Most of the area tra-versed 
is accessable~o Telefolmin and on all occasions ., 

.hel p and mediation should be sought from the station. 
In the~l;y_s_2£~_«.1?d areas , ·the patrol was 

I 
~ed t~ fri endship and trust o:t Those 
-em1Cerned rather than hurrTea:ty ihtrodace them tO" law 
..a.M~!!fr' ''re" llver o;y an !l:lt thQii!'Y· At this 
,e~ey nave n o conception of what this entails 
and the teac. hing should be done slowly . Neverthele s\ 
in these speci~rea9JbL~naRPiP 1 .. Utlft'~ 

..- .-a-illltck '!\"e id i:tmr'~tl9.r contact will be 
_ !ifti e; ' Hespe t for ur party was gained in t hat 
,he patrol travelled t>wl and eaceful'l t h r 
theirareas , is ur e no hing an was min Ul npt 
to upse t h11eir normal a cti vities to any great extent . 
Moreover , they knew t hat we had the strength to hamper 

( 

them should we so desire because of our number ~ and 
force of arms , but the very fact that t his was not done , 
that we traded reasonably with them and made ourselves 
a clearing house for goRsip which they so dearly love , 
enhanced our opportunities to gain their resp0~t and 
fr iendship . 

The OXAPMIN Nat i ve: 

• He i 'l very s · milar to the Highland~, 
in so far ts his att ltude-and ~many of~ ' 

·- follow closely those of the ~iia'ff've . On 

.... •11111•1t:-thl1'lt.i;~e~h~a~~l~~~lmi~8~~t~~~e~~d f~~o:e f~; ' t~=s~~~~~s 
regions . It consists of a penis gourd supported by a 
small string which passes around the waist . His rear 
remains uncovered . As one moves East towards the 
Strickland , a change is noticed . Some prefer to discard 
the gourd and have grass looped ov er a string bel t to 
cover the penis , whilst others prefer a ' bilum ', More 
and more cc...ie belts are in evidence 8l;ld...;l;his approaches 

• t he style used in the Highlands : • • _ ............ ,. ...... 
' -Tae 1lail is vr<f'l!tr fl...' at t he t op 

c s usual y held in wlace by a type of woven ' bilum' 
and is more closely assodiat ed with the wig worn by the 
natives to the East . Herein again the demarl<~ation is 
noticed , for the Telefol.min often wears his hair in 
massive cane plaits matted with clay. A few wigs were 
also seen rouehly approximating those of the T.i.IU nativ e . 
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lit.en away rrom 1'i.i s own •ou::e he invariably 
c:u'1·ys a bla.cL p~ow, some 4 ' 6" --19.ng , anc1 a bundle 

,,,.. of !l.Trows tipped with bl~Vlli!:_l. ·nts 10 " to 12" lone 
,.,.,., which are usually barbecf. Al!m'.t'l@i'rhis arrows there ar · 

, ..r ;i.sually two '"or "t ee 1Vl th multi head R similar to the 

{ 

S'?ea r head use d by a coastal spear fisherman . J'hese 

I 

are also barbe d . Today steel is somewhat plentiful in 
treir 9"ea and t he well dressed man would not be without 
his tp:qp.hawk . 1 e t · 1'1 " · • ar t o t! at u s ed 
extensi el g -'t e en an s , tied a ound his 
neck and hancine across his back completes his wearing 
am;>ar.~e.;;,lo.• __ _ 

His woman,alf'O nl'!ort and stnrd;tl y buiJt , 
ii-i most noticeably sim l lar o t•.e Hie;hland woman in 
alJ res!1ects . 

She wea..-s a knee lPngt ski rt 0f dried , 
flatt,,.neil awl ''Or···pd w<>ter grass . She r1i ffers to the 
TPlefolmi'l wom~.n wi:o wears an o.brurdly shori skirt 
both hack ani frunt . At 01..AP..IN t!"!.~ skirt i,; much 
1011,>;e 11.t tnP b .ck - both thi ·hs are uncovered . Over 
her r.losely cro pe<J he;1d S!!e wears a ' biluJll '. Very 
often he..- oost 11i;-e+'ul cnmn·mi on i. R the cli ·o;in0 r-tick , 

o vr-ry tcf ·ec 4 'ivc bo .. ; 'lr ~ _::uif iL . ._. · .... '1 a e:nt , .,.nC. 
aJ o. weapon ei tb.'!' h" tH J")Jl c;exes or amone: confreres , 
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It would a:_ipear that the Strickland is 
an i mportant boundary between two major native groups 
occupyin" the central mountain chain 0f New Guinea . 
:Many other trac es of Central Highland culture , such 
c e mel hod of fencine and cul.;ivating earCiens , 
f oreign to the Telefolmin , were noted amongst the 
OY..APr.ITN who occu py t hi s transit ion ~one. 

CENSUS AND SETTLil'ifRNTS : 

The total estimated population of the 
OXAPl.!IN area has been previously put down as f rom 

I 
8 - 10 , 000 peopl e . Th~e h~een a r riyed at 
prior to the ..si~ tne tITliIEN . KUSKUSMIN , 
~ , W-fNCRE!t!IN and~o the i.1&UJ~'.f.1IN . 
----· -- ~ 

This fi::;ure can now be increased to a 
maxirntu~ of some 15 , 000 persons. Details are giv en 
be low . I n compiling t :1eoe figures four · 1ctors have 
been taken into account : t h e number of houses seen 
by t he patrol , t he nUI!ltier of '.JF'Ople , t he extent of 
land cult ivated ana upon verbal rei:iorts . 

In t he fertile OXAPMI N valley , cultiva tion 
j _s intensive and populat ion estimates can be much mor e 
readily a rrived a1 , This is not the case in t he newly 
contacted areas to the Sou.th of the Hindenburg range . 
Here shift ing cultivation is carr ied out in i t s fullest 
semie and garden areas a r e scat tered , and no doubt 
many in the off the track 9laces were not si ;Yl:tted by 
tile r::i.trol. 

as well a.A rem!:~~;fn~h~~!/:~~; ~~~;1~0e~~~r~~~o~~ve te 
turned u1, to see this initiR.1 patrol , future patrols 
may find th11.t these figures have to be al tPred 
a ccordingly. 

?ur t'.1er:nore , pe~l£_ tJ:> .the_ South of_.ibe 
OGOE..,river ( in the V/i,J GOP vall ey ) were.....Il.Q.:L.§_e , and 
any station put in at s ome f.urt.'.1.er date in t he OXAPr-.IN 
could also brin" t:1eoe p eople under contTol . 
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~- l1IUI . POP . .. . ~ 
~. 

I1"1ITA.KL'.I1"' 250 400 .... ~ ..... 
WINCftCMIN 4 600 . 
i..ASA!TI.'.IN 200 250 
BIIDT 1200 1800 
KUSYUS'.IIN 1000 1000 
BAK 1500 2200 

4500 i 
300 500 

GOGUTDN!tiJ N 100C 1400 
1(ILBAP1.ITN 300 400 
KASAhGKE1MIN 100 200 
SUANLIIN 100 200 
Tot al 

1~ 15,050 

PoP'!-le.t i o1r1'i-;tr i b~tio~: 

The a r ea t o the South of the 

I 
Hi"lden ire ranee on t.FieNortnern siae of t he OGOP 
river , i~ t'>9.irly ht>.-,vily populated by Telefolmin 
standards . A series of ran/~en running parallel to the 
Hindenbure blocks one ' s view to the South and the 
rLstrihut:Lon of population in thi.a area couJ d only be 
eained by verbal reports . '.l.'he _1opulation extends mol'.'e 
or less continuously '.> the KASMIJ IN ero11p wher e i t 
cuts out until the sou·thern most sector of the. BI11t:r.:N 
area is reached . - · 

Hel'.'e fo.,. the -t Lrst time rel<tt"ivel 

( 
"en countr wac enc0Ul1th ·ed for the f:Lrst ~ 

p TJ a ti on an<!_ cul ~:::!._.eared to be much l".;'J:e 
intensive . "'he~•S F>Xtendea northward•· into ti-i., 
next-valley • } large section of t:ie grou" live si 1e 
by slrlF> wi tn ~he KUS us: I S. T Jey ten a t1 be eonccnt rate 
-d at ti-_e headwc.. t" cs o:' ti'> e .r. :rr, rfo . 2 . Several roads 
leaa off co tne l3AK river . Again qu·tte a J.eavy 
population ic enco !Iltered in the 11id- waters of tne BAn . 
Thl'; !'Opulation ls sp.cead out e::.>stw:irds t.owarcls the 
Strickland hut becomes 1 es<- dP.nse as one moves Bo.st . 

There is a nahiral road J eadinn- across 
a low saddle i1,to ~he TEKifl No . 1 a.nd it is ere tr.at 
the re,1ll~r ileavy nopulation fr contacted , The 
populat.i.on F>xten1s c.<.<st al c 'If: th& vall~y till thi nr1 int:; 
out iri the small land lockprl l'A ANLL1~ v:..l Ley . <'nee 
ho.vine pasAed throug11 TA""l.A, IN and over t''e. diviJine 



Unfortunatel y · d no t Mav(f" a f Hter with me and t hese 
photos are somewhat washed out. Nevertheless , they 
will serve to giv-e some idea of the OXAPMIN Valley . 

n Bv no mews has all the area been 
Aiehted , but that w1ii~h has , has t enaea to bear out 
iir'0Vious reports . Even a head count would fai m to be 
near accur ate for at thi s staee , it 1.;ould be most 
rUf fi cult to assemble the people , It will be a long 
tl1~e before anythi ne; like an a ccurate censi.:.s can be 
assessed , an,J it will be a labo,i:lrio\ ·s task . 

VILT..A.GFS A ,n f.!vUSIHG : 

·.xc.,rit i.11 the 0- 0PT :II who are 
o··e closely all:ted wi t h the melefolmin , there is.E.Q.._ 

~in of conrre1 ation ipto villar-e eroID?s . The peo:ple 
L'ive Ln ?'epa.·ate sections scattered throuchou.t the 

o.ren belonPing to t:ie r,rouri . -r;;n houses are eenerally 
ei terl on the "riBe of a garden be n1·: cultivated . 

Houser in t11e CJAAl-'1 IN conform e:enerall~ 

to the type of house built tnroughout t'1e hi~ la.ntl.s . 
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They are built on the ground but have a slightly 
raised floor . This floor is made of • l i mbom • 

<( lteiICiopois archontophoenix ) through which, there 
usually is provision made for two fire place s . 
Above these fire pla ces , racks are constructed and 
such things as pandanus nuts and fire wood are · 
smoked and dried . In most of t he houses seen , the 
interior was not divided into sections al though 

~·Iii··· s of house building were 

Lookins 'threugll the ~j~=;Jml"!~ 
a partially constructed house . 
Note the slightly raised floor 
and :r>rovision for fire place . 

Styling of houses changed from place to 
place and among t he wors 'v seen were thosP. in the 
EI MEN area . Here houses were raised off the ground 
and were indeed very small ( ~' ) • These were 
t he one s used by the women of t'l'.l:Elgroup . TM-l!!fill 
l~ved inn~~y c ona tr1rnted m?n ' s houses and w~re 
o a muc rger pattern. I n the OXAPMHl proper , 
both sexes liveo:--tn-tne--o:rie h ouse and no ' Haus 

I Tamberans ' were not i ced , A colllJnon f eature 
throughout was a....@Il left in t he centre of the roof 
at the apex of the house , the rafters overlappmgg. 
one another ~l J ow for the smoke to escape . 

TF.ADE AND TF.ADE ROUTES : 

Previously, T~~a~:~~=s c~:~ ~~ t~~:e~y 
1 

t!~a~~u~::r:r ' 
1 

a 
Initially , the main sou.rce of tt'ade was from the 
East . Tl.is was in the days prior t o the bridge si tes 
at the northern end of the Strickland Gorge naving 
been wEi.shed away . Some still have access to the 
Zast via the bridee in the BI!.!EI~ area . It was also 
learnt that a~·ter the losP of the bridges , the 
nativP.s on either :iide of the "trickland m 
ty11e of' co '" the .. a.ding 

¥~~~as:~lcl' r;n~'~s t~~n=n~h~~ . a th~~e P~~c:a~~ ~;n: , would ' 

I 
whe,1 tnis w .s done both would throw their respective 
ends of cn.ne into the river simultaneously . The 
whir line current kno·ts the pieces of cane . Then either 
one or the ot1'er would pull and gather the ' rope ' 
in and make i" fast . A'rtlcles to be traned would be 
held u11 on either sirle of the river ani! when agreed 
upon , the pig or whatever it may be wa.s tieu to the 
taut rope with a sliding !mot and an end would be 
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upraised and the article slide across the river per 
way of the cane. When the article was retrieved, those 

\ 

on the other end would fasten their trade item, raise 
their end of the line and. send t he exchange goods 

acroes the river. 
It is interesting to note that this 

method of getting a rope across the river was recently 
used by the na tives attempting to build a bridge at 

the mouth of the BAK river . to 

their relative 
( of all sizes 

Of these sill has the moilt 
convert ible value of any . Once the native has become 
rccustomed t o the Caste, it is a major item of sJll8.ll 
trade and is keenly sought by the older peopl e . In the 
same category, beads have been getting an increased 
demand from the young~r members of the community. 

We were short of shell for this 
patrol and were unable to ascertain its acceptability. 
A quantity of shell was seen to be worn by the oXAP!ilN 
and therefore would be sought after . 

Except near the station, neither 
roacs nor oridle paths as such exist between Telefolm.in 
and t he oXAPMIN , 1iovement i& made along small native 
pads through timbered and unpopulated sections and 
where population is found , the ' roads ' ,a.re a serie.s 
and natwork of fallen logs which are slippery and diffictil.t..·~~;il!!,t !~ll/M£11&~ i11....f~:1ler hindered 
by rop~s 0.hlr""vi-m""o ... ,u.cne~~,,..am sure, is 

covereCi with thorns. • 
In :rauch of the count ry it would be 

possible t o cut quite good tracks ·though considerable 
work would be required and t he diff iculty would be 
in being able to :t.eep f ood up to the working parties . 
For example , I consider that a very good walking road 
could be cleared betwe en FERAMIN and oXAPMIN , This was 
t he route taken on t he return journey of the patrol . 
The gra e is gradual , but there are vast e.reas of 
unpopulated s t retches which would have to be cut at 
least partially , while food was carried from either 

. FE" UH , OXAPi.UN or the station. As mentioned in the 
d:i.<J.ry , the Western slopes of t he Victor Emanuel Ranges 
are difficult and dangerous to negotiate and much 
effort would hP.,v e to be spent in cutting a pa.th away 
from the sheer dDOP of some 1000 fee t on t he one side . 
This dro-p runs tbe entire length of t he road going up 
the Victor EJD.a.nuels ( 10 - 14 miles ) . 

The road from the top of the 
Hinden"11rg Range to the 0- 0PTA?:..IN would be the most 
difficult I have yet encountered . One commences to 
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descend vertic.-V- from4l500 •"'!sf. • down to 6000 ' . 
The dl!scent takes from tt,,o to three hours during which 
time a slip made by any member of the party , woul d be 
fatal to himsel f and possibly ot hers walking in front . 

J Small s ticks forming the ' tra ck ' from one landsl ide 
slip around the sheer grey cliffa ce of t he mountain, 
support the weight of a native but b e come rather 
hair raising for a fourteen and a half stone European: 

The country to the South of Telefolmin 
and extending Eas t towards the Strickland , resolves 
itself into a serie~ .of r~nges running foughly East - Wes t 
A gener~ ~tw• • • ~e oulC bl . he towering 
Hinden.billg~ mid'tlfidor Emanuel Ranges o.f rshadowing the 
les ser ranges to the South which run a:pproximately 
riarallel to the two former . The Hindenburg Range 
virtually forms a most imposing barrier between Papua 
and New Guinea . I n places the peaks rise to sol'!ething 
over 12, 000 feet . In appearances t he rang es are bleak 
and bare with whi t e sheer fa ces , scarred by l a ndslides 
and contrasts with the lesser ranges which nre covered 
with virgin for.cest , s econdary growth and gardens . To 
the Nest of INKIAKJ.UN r i s es yet another formidable 
barri~r whi ch comes down off the Hindenbure; Range llm 
a southerly dire,,tion till joining the Blucher Range . 

Travel East - West is relatively 
simple . It is not till one attempts to walk against 
the grai n of the country ( North - South ) that 
movement is restricted and hampere d by having to cross 
ranges from 7500 ' - 8500 ' at their lowest points . 

The Hindenburg and Victor Emanuel 
Ranges form the water·shed of most of the streams 
rmming easterly . These rivers join the Strickland 
directly or by confluence with other rivers . T~in 
water sirstem is the Strickland ( or OM at its headv1at ers) 

h1cn rJ.se8 in the Victor' Emanuel Range and floVls 
eaetw':lrds to pe flue its course before turnir.e sharply 
South at its conf enc with the LAGAIP r·ver . This 
1at1 er ise 0 

• · • 0 em " an • Its main 
' t1·nutar es , the TEKII~ no . , BAK and TEKIN no . 2 all 
rise ir the f:a.De ranee . The 'l'EJITH lfo . l after traversing 
the OXAP,ITN fl own underground , reappears in the 
TARANNII\ valley before plunginu underground once again 
to join the Strickland. 



The hole into which the TEKIN No . l 
flows before entering the TARANJ.IIN 
valley. 

Bridges : 

Wherever fo r ds a r e pos~ible , bridges are 
not used even t hough floods may occur . However , the 
Sepik which is deep and fast flowine after rain at 
FERAMIN , could prove to be a hold up for a patrol . The 
FERAMINS, after having learnt that we were to take this 
route , set to and b~i1t a b~ for 
our_J1..se . They are ~mmended for their ~ 
tnoughtfull11ess . 

As mentioned previousl-7"', .... u, discovi 
that there is a bridge a cross the ~· ft is Sou·v11 
of the BTMEN area. This discovery was ma de at the 
commencement of the patrol , prior to the work having 
been done in the OXAPJ.1IN , and we were unable to take 
advantage of the bridge and go through to the Southern 
Hi ghlands . It was thought that we may have later been 
able to avail ourselv es of it , but the writer is 
shortly proceeding on leave and had to return to the 
station to pack, clear up any outstanding matters and 
hand ove:· . It would have t aken us at leallt another 
four weeks to complete the return trip to TARI . 

Should this bride;e be negotiated by some 
later patTol , I anticipate that difficulty will be 
experienced in making headway back North a long the 
Strickland Gurge to arrive at the valley leading off to 
TARI . Along the Gorge , sheer cliffaces will have to be:. 
traversed or conversely , a very high divide rising 
to sot;ewhere i r the vicinity of 10 - 12 , 000 fee t will 
have to be croosE.d . Nevertheless , the-r·e will b ¢. 
undoubtedly, native tracks across or around this section 
and hence it will be nossible fo r a patrol to make the 
journey. 

It was ascertained that the bridges in the 
Gorge its elf used by lile,,,srs . Taylor and Black, have 
been '"ashed away b~ large scale flooding , There is no" 
no n:eans 0f crossin(~ by the nati ve.J in this section . 
The fonner sites were at WILEAP H.nd nei:.r the mouth of 
the BAK river . The latter w· s usei by the Hagen - Sepilc 
patrol 193&- 39 • 

.. lord was received that the natives of 
J'.ILl:!AP, .. I were endeavourine- to build a bridge acr0ss 
the Str5 ckl"1nd a t a forner tr.di tional site . This 
report wa!' investigated and whilst we found that it 
was true, they had onJy one s!'lall cane across the river 
:placed there in the m ,nner iireviously described . This 
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bridge site has not been used for twenty to thirty 
years . The natives hav e hopes of resuming trading 
and f r iendly relations which were broken off at that 
t ime with the cutting of the bridge as a result of the 
death of a native who was visiting the Eastern people . 
They feared that sorcery would be suspected by his 
relati onsand reprisals ma de . It is doubtful if they 
will construct the bridge as the site is most precariuus 
and its success dep ends on the enthusiasm of all 
concerne d . Ne one l li!veo near the site and food for 
the workers ( only a handful ) on both sides , has to 
be carried a considerable distance , 

AGRICULTURE AN1J LIVESTOCK : 

Together with t heir other Highland 
char'?.cteristics , t h e natives of the OX APMT N area are 
gardeners in the truesense of the word . Within each 
family area . extensive ga:1 uans , typical of the 
mountains, are made . They differ only in so far as 
t he gar dens are not of the mounded type and emphasis 
is placed on the growing of t a ro as nmch as that of 
sweet pot a to, 

The runner of the sweet pa tato is 
merel y pl a ced in the turned , friable soil. Taro sticks 
are planted in small holes dug with digging sticks and 
are usually segregat ed and pl anted separately from the 
swe et potato patches , Other i terns planted are sugar 
cane , pit pit , native cabbage and bananas. The most 
out standing feature of the region is the vast 
quantities of pandanus nuts grown. The trees are 
propigated by hand and when mature , t he nuts are 
removed from their shell and hung in the houses to dry. 
They may then be used at any time over a period of 
several months . Ba.ch house visited had smoking racks 
filled to capacity with these nuts, 

The local s.Q.il is comparatively 

\ 
cleep <1nii rJ..ch , and good yields appear to be the rule. 

"Thls , no doubt , has been the m.ain contributing factor 
all.owine for the high concentration of ropulation in 
this one particular spot, Very h t tle ore st Timber 
is to be seen in the main TEKIN valley s , for t his has 
been sacrificed for gardens and fire wood . Nevertheless , 
gardenlne p"El!'sui ts continue in local ized areas with no 
concern . The people do however concentrate on hand 

a casurinas which have an important ro in 
house buil ing an fue r equ rem en s . 

Both Officers were favourably 
ir:oressed with the soil , and i.t should continue to 
supriort the population involved . 

Within the p<i.st seven years several 
European crops have been introduced to the a::-ea from 
Telefolmin , and for the~e, the natives have shown an 
increasine interest . The firs t new crop to be 
introduced was pumpkin , which , fro!'!\ a small start , has 
become very po:pular . Thej r west err• neiehbours , the 
FERAir.INS , are big datere of pum:pkins and have 
influenced the OXAP!.!INS into growing thifl vegetahle . 
Other crops whic:b have proved poriular are cucumbers 
and corn . 
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The main weal th of the a rea i s in its 
livestock . Pi gs are numerous and ar.; of f i.:.ir quality . 
Each person wi t hin the family group has , as a rule , 
at least one pi g which is gi ven the best of car e . This 
is loe;ical , for these have been , f or generations , the 
outward s i gn of weal th , and hav e been the main medium 
of trade bet ween OXAPMIN and the Telefolmins 11'ho are 
not so fortunate. 

In the newly contacted area to the South 
of the Hindenburg r ange , the picture is a dif ferent oue . 
Rotation of ground is carried out much more 
extensively for here the soil is not the same quality 
as that i::i the OXA.Pl\ITN . Virgin bush i s abundant and 
the shifting cultivaticm i s suitable to t heir needs . 
On the other hand , they have the advantage of having 
much more game at their disposal • 

.§_TATI ON SITES AND PDSSIBLE S~ES : 
;;; 

Many possible airstrip s it.ea were 
i nspected , but the only one worthy of mention is that 
at TARANMIN, Here it would be possible to construct 
a s trip capable of accommodating Norsemen type 
a ircraft, This is having i.n mind the overall slope 
from end to end , In t he firs t i nstance it would be 
an easy matter to construct a strip to allow for the 
opei·ation of Pacer and Cesna type aircraft which could 
work from Telefolmin . Please refer Appendix "A" of 
this report . 

The TARANMIN valley is · ideallt situated 
from the point of Yrew of oeing ce~l to ne 
population and the area which the station would 
co?rlrrol, The ma jor part of the population is at a 
distance of from two to three hours walk . Thia 
distance could be considerably shortened by the putting 
in of a road e.long the floor of t h e valley which again 
would 'be a r elatively simple matter, This road c ould 
then lead of f to t h e BAK river area a cross a l ow saddle . 

We had thought at first , t o find a site 
the centre of the population but apart from the fact 

i~~~ !~~f ~ ~:u;~8~o~~i~;;:b1!h~a;~~~~t-d:k~~~i ~~s 
wl'ill die qui Ce numerous , s.nd use illiiOst eyery available 
piece of land a t thei r disposal. This i s a further 
point in favour of having any proposed stat i om at 
TARANMIN . I do think however , that i t would oe possible 
to put a Pace1· strip in a seemingly unused sec t ion of 

\

t heir land , Thif'l would serve two purposes seeing that 
the 1 iiirnion intend to use such an aircraft in this 
are'3. . It would give ready a ccess to the main 
population ( t wo to three minutes by ai r from 'fARANIJIIN 
and would serv e as an emergency si;rip between the new 
statioJ') anrl Telefolmin . 

The TA MIN site il:I again a good choise 
when considering the following points . Land is 
available , timber , both hoRD J2!?1i! and .hardwood , is 
located in thu. saalrvalley , This would mak e the 
1iui:rtli+tr; of a station an easy proposition when the 
J.liso;ion are allowed into t he area with thilir saw. ruill , 
The approaches to the strip leave nothing to be desired 
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and the valley i s not a t any great distance from the 
Stri cklan~ This l as t factor i & very important . The 
St rhkland,. Go5fe , being a t ype of funnel, i s n early 
a'3::-!1-et;r$ clear o cloud . Any pl ane wishing t o c'Cllml 
int o t he stat1~d only hav e t" pi ck up the 
Strickland~ Gor ge , an excellent lancl mark , then fly 

~~~Ic~l:~ l~~e r~~~~r~~~~~a ;~n~~~e b~~~~e~h~~~~ ~~e 
few . Secondl y , a strip and s t a tion at thiS' poi nt 
would compl et e t he chain b etwe en Telef olmin and the 
Southern H ghlands and sh oulcl make t his air r ou t e 
relatively safe . Thir dly , I believe , that ,;i t would 
be possible to bridge t h e Strickl and , with t he hel p of 
a party on •t he Easte--n bank , using s t eel r o,pe a nd 
ot her peI'Jl.¥lent ma teriall:l . I unders t and f :t't>m Mr . Cole , 
District COOmdssioner , tJ:<at there is little hope of 
putti:lg in~ str i.:ri at La P KOPI AGO. The bridge would 
then m·.ke -Bt-e population on the "E'l.stern side of t he 
Strickland readily accesifi.ble to this propo ed new 
s t ation. I have no doubt that the OXA:PliiINS: did 
originally come f ro11 the st or hail very C!ose 
a f filiat ions with th o l e . This Would increase 

n imate th.ti- _ · s st'1-tion woulc'\ control 
another three or four thousand . 

Lastly, t he natives in t h e immediate 
a r ea as weli as bein.:; numero'.ls, are v ery che erful and 

\ 

willine . When asked t o clear areas s o that a better 
inspection could be mude , t hey e;i.gerly went "to work 
with a will. They pressed t his !'atrol time and t ime 

~~~~~s~~ro~ ~~~~~~~i;~s b!e~~e~~~e~n a!h!~r f~~;· re:~ise 
the staff s · uation, Wilt when staff does b ecome 
available , does mean that the strip a!o.d station 
could be pu in quickly and cheaply , 

Many other airstrip site s were 
inspected anli); i t was found that i t would be po:Jsible 
to put in P er ty!Je strips at several central and 
handy poi.nts . The Mi ssion may by intereste~ in 
constructine these strips with our help . Tlfey would 
s erve to brine the area under rapid c'mtrol .and could 
be used ae emmergency landing grounds shoul<t the need 
arise . "Refer next rage for phot ographs . t 

Having bi! en over the ares. v ery 
thoroughly , I consider t ha· whilst a portion, .namely 
that t o the South of t he denburg Range , can be 
controlled from Telefolmin, we cannot hope t o exert 
any great degree of influence over the O:XAPMIN and the 
10 - 12

1
000 nativ es therein because of the ~stance 

· nvol\Ted . The numbers aloiie warrant a statipn beine 
placed in that area and it would quickly ass· st in 
brineine that F.astern cornet, incl11ding t!J.e ANNI.IN , 
of the Sub- Distr ict iwder control. 

CONCLUSION : 

The lieople cortac ted ereeted the 
patrol with enthusiasm . ln as much as they did an<J. 
that we were able to establish friendly relationlil , 
I con::iLrler t hat bhe aims of the n.<ttrol 1..i.ve been 
achieved . 'rhoue>1 t!li!'l visit is ~erely a forerunner 
of Ad!riru. stN.tion i!lfluPnce within the p"t'eviously 





unknown , and uncontrolled a r ea to the South and East 
of Telefolmin , much has been achi eved lJy laying the 
foundations for other patrols t o work on and fo11ow 
through. 

Contqct wi t h the people was successful , ' 
and to a lar ge extent t hei.r confidence has been won. 
This is best illustaated by the f act that since re1'nrning ) 
to the station, we hav e had many visitors from the 
initially contacted areas as well as a few from the 
OXAPl!!IN . 

The very fact t_ia.t people v( o had 
heard of t he Government but had not bothered to 
invest igate , have followed us in and are now working 
on the station, indica tes that the patrol made an 
impression. As t heir confidence grows , so too does 
their malleability, and the area should eventually be 
anot her typical of those through the Central Highlands . 

A suitable strip and stat i on site 
has be en located which is central to a relatively 
large and compact population. It only remains now 
for the staff position 'to ease and f unds be made 
available , t hen we will be able to complete ·the 
bringing under control of the Ea.stern half of the Sub­
District. Thi s should also prove a. va luable link with 
the excellent work being done in the Southern m ghlands . 

fi~ 
R. T. i lle. 
a/A sistant District (} ... icer . 
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APPENDIX __'.'~" 

To accompany Telefolmin Reuort No , 3 of 1957/58 . 

A report on the .Aerodrome Site in the OXAP!iUN TARANMIN ) 
Va.L.tey - adJacent the Strickland Gorge . 

l'r&:o Sheet No . 

Position: 

Altitude: 

Runway: 

Surface: 

Slope : 

Approaches : 

Australian Aeronautical 'Tap B - 8 

Latitude 57°1os Longitude 1 42° 1 6~E 
( TEKIN iver - TARANl1ITN Basin ) 

5000ft . 

Bearinc; : 110° / 290° M. 

Length: initial 1800 ft . 
eventual 2850 ft . 

Width: (R/W) 100 ft . initial 
200 ft eventual . 

Hard Clay . 

1 in 16 to E. 

One-way operations . Land to 
West . Tq_ke off to the East . 

East end : 1 in 80 ( for f 
considerable distance ) 

La.teral Clearances : Both sides: 1 in 7 . 

Parking area: West end - side . 

Veather Restrictions : Rainfall should be little trouble 
as surface is firm and drair..a.ge 

good - strip could ·oe til t iil d down 
to tl'1e tiorth . Nothine Known 
definately ae to weather except 
Pine and clear during time of 
patrol. Strip is iii valley 
adjacent to Strickland Gorge . 
Latter acts as type of funnel 
and is nes.rly always clear of 
cloud. Planes would only have to 
cross low saddle to arrive at 
strip . Gorge would be excellent 
landmark for planes . 

General Remarka : Because of the slone , the strip 
could probably be 1 ter extended 
.1. "lr larger ty·1e aircraft . I)f. the 
fi rst instances it would be a 
simple matter to construct f or 
lighi; aircraft operations from 
Telefolmin . Natives very willing 
and a l E:.rge task force could be 
put on the job . The stri~ will 
eventuY.lly h><vA to be put in to 
serve 11 - 15 , 000 people . Would 
be useful in emergency as inter­
mediate between Telefob1in- Tari 
n.nd TelAfolmin- .labaga . 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GU I 1EA 

PATROL REPORT 

< -~ 

District of... ... Report No ... 

Patrol Conducted by ... . 
I\ • __ T("'""_,...,'i' .., ..... }' ·:-- 'l·; + •.i ~ 

Area Patrolled ............ . 
T:r ...... ~- T . I ""'V 

....... (' J~ '"•. ..... (''I ' ',-. l " '1' I ~ tp 
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans ......... . 

Natives ................. :.~ . '. .... :.'...:r. . .' . .' 1 I• ,. I" • I -

~p 1 
Dnration--From ...... / .~ ..... / 19 ........ to ...... / ....... 19 ..... 

Number of Days. n .. ...... .. ............ . 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany , ...... ' ... ""."' ....... ..... .. 

Last Patrol to Area by-District Services ....... / ....... / l9.~ .... 

Medical ./ ..... / l9 ... 

Map Reference .. . 
']'" ,., 1 " • 1 

Objects of Patrol.. ... ( 1 ) 
.-.~ <"' TJ') J 'Vf\"'<I N, (") f" ,. . p T .. ,. 

........... . .. . ....... ............... ................ .. ...... 

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES 
AND N ATIV E AFFAIRS. 
PORT MORESBY. 

/ l9 

Amount Paid for \V'ar Damage Compcr.sation 

Amount Paid from D .N.E. Trust Fund 

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund .. . 

Forwarded, please. 

Dr11r1cl Co111m1111nnu 

£.. ...... . 

£.. .. .. . . 

£.. .. ..... 

"'I I 
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

Guvt. Prln t.-!7$ / i'.5 i . 

T! .. ·~ ... .t ... :}.!Ji.~1t:~ .nt .. A1.1:'D. ~1:· . r..~. :r·.~-7.° .( .. r ., .. P.T., ... ''.01\l;SSY 

MINUTE ''AFi1~ 0~~--1 
- ; 

1 8 

1957/1 ');:'" - TELEFOLK :; • 

YoT" ttoJn.L.. on "s ir.- .. ted. to ptir gr~1.l '2 of ...,nP"e 6 'l'l to 
.'·r .,:::".pl- J i"l "th'l Di.tr "ct O!'I':!.cer ' s co•er1.ng cor.llnents • 

._ .. I 1. ve not~ced , -::t dy iCJprovePlent in the 3+-ti tude of 
t.hcse onJc~ :iver Lite> 1:-;t 12 r.ion~l,~ nrl r -~. ·- tone ma n 
pc;, tro s, ~o 'ong u the o.i'f icer concerni::J '~ a mu.n of experi ­
ence and b 1 • nrc, ;:;i )• no" be r.iannetl i n this particular area , 

!. '( k ~&--°\ 
(J. K. McC a r t hy) 

• t 1 ,, n; rec-t _:.-=-.!:.lY.r_Affg.ir!l . 



R, t T, NEVILLE Personal File, NJ. 30-11-118 

Patrol Report !lo, 4, 1957/58 Telefolmin. 

It i e pleasing to note the steaey i mprovement in the native si~on in this 

area, Mr. R, T, Neville, Gbe fo1m1er Assistant District Officer, can take 

' much credit i:or this , 

(Signed) 

,j '.~-\L 
Chief' of Di'liai ~ .. 
Government~ arch 

. l ;\ ' . ~ 
~~ JvJ 

.j ~ 



T!'le District Officer, 
Sep1k District, 
m.&&;. • 

30-11-118 

12th June, 1958 

PATROL Il&POBT ?zQ· 4 19fl/?8 - TEL§fOLKII. 

Receipt or the abovement1omd Patrol Report 1s 
aclcnowledged with thanks. 

2. A perusal or the report indicates a £9Dltral illp!'OY-nt 
1n the attitude or the people and a villincneas on their 
part to co-operate vi.th Administration and Kiaaiona - tbis 
is ll08t gratltying. 

3. 1'he 
11
.llOdus operandi" .. nt1oned at paragraph 5 on pap 

5 vill undoubtedl.7 ensure aost satiaracto1:7 results. The 
reaponae of tbe people to date can be consider.d hichlT 
satlatacto17, particularly ld'ter their earlier reluctance 
to follow Adllinistration &dYice. 

i.. '1't.e matter of single man patrols 1s receiving 
consideration. 

5. At pap 7 under t he heading "Agriculture and Lbeatock" 
paragraph .. , wallabies are mentioned. Do the people get a 
large part of their 11iet trom wallaby •at? I 1111 
particularly interested in obtaining a speciaen or picture 
or the wallabies ••ntioned. 

6. A most interesting, well prepared report . 

~/ r , 
/ . . ' . '--...__ 

ti~ I (J. Jt. HcCartey) I -f"'Agt1ng Dtngt;gr. 
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TiRRITOBI or PAPUA AND Ip OOIIM. 

The Director 
Department of Native Atfairs, 
PORl' MORESBY. 

P/B Tel. lo ... or '7-'8/S<Yl. 

Dttpartiunt or lctin Attain, 
Sepik Di:!trict, 
~-
20tll *Yt 19'8. 

TII&lQWI PJJ'ROL WQRT lo· It pf wm. 
P'orwarded herewith is one copy of the 

abov .. ent1oned patrol report. 

It i1 plealing to note the stead7 iaproT-.nt 

~.t~~~;1:!.~!i~ii~s~i!~~f~:; o:!•t!ke'~!ii..n.o!!:It . 
for th11. 

I concur with Mr • .U1bett1 reo~datioaa and 
con1ider that th11 area could be patrolled alon '117 & 
disciplined patrol under an o.trieer or no't leH tllan Patrol 
orricer Gr. II experience. 

In general. it is a vell written report o.t 
competently conducted patrol . 

{t. w. llU.•) 
a{Di•trict Officv. 



Tr·RRITORY Oi<' 'PAPUA AND NE'N C:TTJNZl1 . 

Sub- District Office , 
TELEFOLJ'IN . 
Se,..,ik Di strict. 

10th A:irH , 1958 . 

Officer Con<l.ucti.r · Patrol, • USBB'l'T . A./A.,,.i At.A.n+. istrict 
Officer . 

ArPa Patrolled . BLIPTALIN v.~r,r,EY . 

Area La!>t Patrolled . Dr;GE""B.c;R , 1956 . 

Patrol AccoPnani.ed. 1\y . 
r,11rone'lllA . tm. P . c . nor:T.<'8 , f.p(!i c»l AA~ista t . 

r r. 7403 
(. 7404 

;f> . 8975 
HO . J00G 
.w . 89q1 
, o . P,975 
o. 7.1q4 

• t .. . 

Co?'st::ihle ,..usn.o 
C:on,;>ta'hlP OVJ~IJA 

ConstC1ble ;AI 
r:onntable NIGI 
ConstablP "iARSINAU 
r.onst11ble l0Ff.!P A 
Conrtahle J A'l'TJT 

mnu:r 

AIVA'1; 
norWC:Il\lilOK 
TI :r UJ.TC'" 
Pl I . 

FROM 1 -1- 'l t o 1-4-'ltl. 

NTTIIBER I • nAYR 13. 

A 'T I'3'1'i< 1 "' OH 
I 1, t:NCF. • 

. . A!'r "A IS CJIP'! rr, . 



. 2 . 

IH<J:RODU~ . 

The •1et1ii led report submi t :,ed of a patrol by Mr . 

Patrol Off icer , t o thi s area in December , 195 6 was of ereat 

as'l i stance to this !Jatrol i n rlanni:ne: rnovemPn t and also 1•1i th 
eeneral informati on . 

The BJ.i.itamjn valley received conct ant a t t ention f rom 
Pa.t roJ s throueh 1954 and 19!)5 and t1'lo patrols in 1956 . 

no r•atrol in 1957 henc e tb e rieriod betwc n the la:'l t :>atrol in 

December 1956 and thiR patrol is -t:he J onae"t lapse sine ~ our 
a t tenti0n was focv.sed on t eFJe ,ieoplP. . 

visit to the area in J A.nuar y of tM.s year . 

Particular attention was i:iai<l to t hP R.ti ve s i tua t).on 
an a t Lempt has be n P'arle to eauee n"'-tive feelini; a.d s.t .i tude 
t owards Europeans . Jn the case 

Administr~.tj on and ltl ssion only . 

The valley is bounded on 

ranues and on the fourth side b~· 

r iver . There is very little flat lano of <:.ny descri}tion . 

val , ey is r11ade u.:i of a series of rioees rurmin:· fr,!'l t he r•;,;in 
(which dro.1 to the ,J i .' river) . 1'l1e s0utl1 easter 'J l'>nd of the 
\Ta l l ey ifl the eYl'erition for i'ere 

f l at areas . One of t .ese iA heing •itUis<>d by t'he 

fo r conAtr1wtion of a lj.e; t atrcraft <tirfiel d . 



J_j 

Jf 

/_ 

19- "l- 58 . 

>'roce def! North lle s t 

alonG vaJ J ey mreX' erass c• vered rid:../""' . 1430 co·.,!Tlencecl e r ad111,l 

asce;it t'1"c11_.h k'ores t country , tlilp of rirlc;e ( 5650 ' ) reached 1515 . 
P.sceriden to croi>s OFf.;K TU ver then cl inbeil to \ F«:~ Ali!'' rest house 

(53on • ) ari ived 1600 . Feo• lP ~atl1P1"ert '3.t rest house on arrivo.l 

arl .at"Ol !'llJ'fl 0 P H ru:lfll<" ""1.:.' Jli of , 0 d . Cinard iosted , 
21'- _~ -5S , 

Vi si terl the two ha.ml e t s .which 
make U}' O:t'SKA ·r ~ and lif' to tho soutr west of' the rest house site . 
Returned 0::<'Z!UJ Ill. 

~1- <- 58 . 

T·e "ll"tf'.1 or :- :.n; Oo'iC' ancl beean a Atea·~y cJ ·imb . 

0800 (1)400 • ). oved on OG15 fltill clirt•liin~ . Rea. e~ tn:1 of 

J''-1 •• .;e 0925 ( 6'1'1 ' ) . 'l'>v~ l ' 00 °s 1 n tor nf ,. n::, e il r0::.·t:1 

1135 ri-ach erl 
Cq:!::;i s .:. te l\Setl b,• Ath- 1 min l'a t'•nl 'l OVPl'l•10''ine IUATIGIN villoeP -

.l.,9cemle l .2r'11,1 " ; rl~" tJ J"TA'rIGI"< &r-ri verl 1 ;?00 ( 4500 • ) , P<>o11J o 

h«<'I left vj . J 1.S"' nn,1 (.';Olli" to TN !.N I"J"f ... 1 ~.IH .L t .J'>.t roJ , 

for t '1f'in to retic·i·n. '0::t n: th 0 " arrtveil hnck at villae;e b;i• 1400 , 
1'urci1aserl var'ie ~' n!: roou,, lnclnd:ln~ lowl· J'ld v~rie:t i es whi<Jh ar e 

cultiva ted i'."l en.rile ... s lnv rlown n1 the S~pilf . TTp.:.:i vy r rt iri 1lttri!'l.C 
A.ftP·'!100l, .tL(1 eveni.nr_, • 

22- 3- )k , 

Ce11 us rev iuer! fll',i. nti Ya vs i'1,:i er· tiOn!'l ~: VPn T'TA'l'I .J:,' . 
DP!'a~ten TTT/,.~'1GT "•<?11 <'lPfl .... 1 'J' 3('1' '.''!ii~h ; s i.11 P{'li r 

1 ?5 "•''lt<>rl at AT! ri'!e~ 

<'f ~ !T?I,..I ~ vjJ J :t,3P. 
fll'''''!P 11 05 , 
(54c)() ' ) , "'e r !:; • 

~'00d .::nr ' · '1" 

~~ 

I ,.. P. t!.Ufl"1,'t;ip9 f 



f00'.1 fl.Vf) i) "LblP. • 

25- 3-58 . 

. . 'l, 

tl 11"1 l ,, A\'T' . 

!it! 1u·ter1 .'0 Jlh:rJ.'P 091S a.,..., V"<l '10TVIf '!'•0 f't >1ou10r, 

'fi l la~P_ R woi·'·j n:, 1i th 

rP+.n"'r ell early a"ternoon . 

ll'..akjng ir."llPr'tion tri" o T<>l,,.Pol 'n ~.t tior· m• <'ol]ow'n" rlav . 

1cre11k 'l\ltrol And 

.,..,.tnrn stn+ic11 . '"'AV,.> 1<' 1 l f'r0<1qerl ittAe r.:mc" 
7750 ' ) a.,..r v,. "'tt+i 1 1Fioo. 

2M- >- '.>R . 

~i; "" ,, ot in St.i.t· n . 

J)Priart.,d TPl<>fol i 1 104> retl\rr1ed t;o T A ''.DA\ITr> srriv"ct 

1125. r~•irn·r' J.;te: • 
10- 1- 5fl . 
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Departed W 

'+I 

" 'l' 'I, n745 (465C'1 1
). 

T • 3t ' 1] 

<,e ]'80ple 1 'OU,• t 

r 
{ 
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\ 

I 

l 
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rleljhPr1t~ void'lnce nf qi_:ten<iances was •li:::covererl . fiix 1 en, 
inclurhr, ohe !1e,,_1l' ·0 n ~' .r 1 " -I ni' Te~- •'In IN 'ho !1q~ f' iil<>n to 
a11~19 r i:t.t cenc:-iJ? Ainc~ 195tt , \"f"rr:· senter~cecl to iP .. lrisomnent for 
cen8us 0f.flP11cPs . This j s t""" f:L ·s·i, tj_1ne "i"C'l lpce-:bPr 1 ~56 
t•:at 'l.bef!e )eo.•le h· "" ll""''' "Pouireri to a,..se!".blP so it c·mnot be 
sL>id th«t f:l e .;r1 .d.1 i~t'Y" t!.n1• rler r1<)s n thPir ti>1<> are excess i ·1e . 
rP. 1'uve reache J t' e "'t . .;e of CO"hOJ i r1<1tio,1 o · c<"'l'Jt'l"ol in thio 

arA:::a whero oberlience 0f ri 11 rr~r stntu.tor:' o·r 1lerr- st1ch ·1;, C'?nsus 
Atter>·1ence •1nr t b" enf •'l"ce·l or ;e i 11 l r. r · ·t r ~ li:<>E:dy 
lJ en t;::dnen . 

~r1c qi.Rr.t)Ati<'S s?:nw n ,.,o..,., 1 ·1tion t"'"l'cl"'' hirtrs ~4 anr'1 
d<>at ~ 5 1 . Of t'l'' r•eaths ir. ti1e O'!P"<' 13 'l.f:P i·n•t:p ,_. · x of theBe 
WP.rP .. •icides by ha!l in_ i'1"1 ' din..; 11r<" • 1 c . 

Tlir e yo1 n bo 'l w 'r'l b.,, u rt j,, <'k by 1-11., Jl•trnl to A 1. tP-nd 
t.; P. /u• i L~'· t M <' nl. A t ta o" 1':> fr<•I· t; " rca nn•1 
tt<:>no i; ie ,, ho 1 • 



• 

'l TIVr C01 flT/,BULARY . 

!J"'':'' ::rn ser.io!' ronf't· h:1., foi· ttw .. 1tro1. A re::. i .:i.h l e 
R.W eff; c- ient •oli.ce"a~i . A "toc· l '.1.'eJefo:J.1 ·ir• who st.~nds fa r i n 
adva•lt'fl of tr.ce otner loc"l 11emh"r' o! t!'J.e det ch..'ll~Llt . Will 
reco >nd le.tP-r for L · . 1l . Sct1001. 'Php f 4 rst rr,· n frOPJ '1' elei'o1Min 
to ,..c, cl tl i <it n ,..~ . Crmduc t eoor1 . 

10 . 8975 l'w~~a,.l ..!!1,. 

A wi.11 1g wo. 'l'r. 
"onr:nct 'OO· • Trlclj n"rt to he little irr letous . 

;,. yo m e"'O" 1•no v or'<ed wel 1 • Con 'Ltct t,Joil . 

Thi q T' .. _ttrr11 t: .... l ~· "''YI r 1 • U0 n ll ac; a,11 1.io a J 
inter ret~l"' . l'ilot P,"P .... p11,10wea. ~.it rnrrrmnt' C"l'l,, P, . Cm11nC't "0f) 1 

Feli 1h "' · Cop 11ct e;ood , 
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TERRITORY Of PAPUA AND NEW GU INEA 

PATROL REPORT 

Discrict of .... ·~IK 

Patrol Conducted by. 

Area Pacrolled 

Report No ... ~: ... ~: .. ~ .. . ~ 
T~ /:. t r1 r-.;~·- ict 0" 

., • ·IN ~ Y T:P 

. r· . T"! 
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans ......... . .... ...... ...... .. . 

Natives 
.., ., cl' CF- 1 

Duration-From.~? . .;. .: .... / 19 . .. .... co ....... / ... .... I 9 .... . 

Number of Days . .... ................ .... ................. .. 
y ) 

Did Medical Assistanr Accompany .............. ~":~·::" 
, 7 

Last Pacrol co Area by- Distria Services ...... .; l 9 ... 

Medical ...... / .. ... / 19 .... . 

Map Reference. ~.l'-"i t "ct:·· p . ~ reil.., +0 1" 

Objects of Patrol 
(1),.. 

( ) .B. 

DIRECroR OF DISTRICT SERV ICES 
ANO ATIVE AFFAIRS, 
PORT MORESBY. 

/ l9 

Amount P~td for \Xlar Damag<: Co111pensauon 

Amount Paid from D.N.E Trust Fund 

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund . 

t .• 

Forwarded, please. 

·············· ... 
Di11r1r1 CommiJJlmu•r 

£. 

£. 
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!he Dbtriot ON'icer, =· l>i•triot, 
12th J'QQe, 19'8 

Receipt ot tbe aboYementton.d Patrol Report 1a acknovleclpd vi th thank9. 

2. The att1 tude ot the people oonttm.a to be •at 
aat1staotoJ'T. Do not encourage the people to bllil.d larp 
'fillapa - tbe7 are tu bettn ott as llO•atellden. A 
~t.F centre with an aid-post, 80.bool •to.

1 
tor a 

-ber oi' homesteader• 1s considered QQ1te sat atactor,.. 

3. It 1a parUcaJ.u17 crat~ to a.to that the 
Clbll.dren are 1ett1.1Jac down wu 1D sabool. 
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TERR!TORY OF PAPUA MD NISW GYINM. 

Department ot Rative Attairs, 
¥;~.District, 

23rd. May, 1958. 

'.the Director 
ptpartaent ol Native .Atrairs, 
PORT MQRBSBY. 

PATROL REPORT TljjL, lo. 'j Ol 1957158. 

The above mentioned Patrol Report is forwarded 
herewith for your intormation and va.da. 

A •o'lllld routin;i p&trol of pria1 ti ve area · caaiH 
out by a C011Pf1tant otticer. 

'.k-~ 
,,.- (T, W. lll1a) 
District oqicer, 



30-1-1/244 

Sub-District Office , 
TELF.:FOLMIN. 

21st May 1958 . 

The Dis trict Officer , 
Sepi k Dis trict, 

~· 

PATROL REPORT TELNo. 5 of 1957/58 

The a bove Patrol Report i e enclosed . 

The ;patrol was routine and completed .vi thout incident , 

The TilALMIN - UltArr.!IN patrol will be eettill& o~t on 
23/5/5 8 and this will compl ete the cover age of the inner 
aru. since March o~· this year, 

C<l.lllpill& allowance claim i s a iheo enc.Losed , 

(R.Aiabett) 
a/Aeaista.nt DiE1t r ct Officer. 
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l1.v~ IN ard lns ccted 'l .. . .-nt .u·.1b injections 
e;i ven. .le tw·1•eu , , LI rr.vcd. 4 

, ,31,,11 etm•r;cd to Tr,lc.l' J in 
1 • 
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. 4. 

- "''1VE sr~T, "'101~ . 

The native si tuat on in i:.ne l•'b~ Ill area c an be 
i ·eea1·ded as v e ry sati sfac tcry . Hnvin.i:, br. ugilt these people 
to a si:.age vmere t:iey have accepted the 1~ min st11 ::..t on and 
cooperate with " 11 our requests j t Li d ifficlll t to war~- out 
any sow•d develop:~ental ,_,rogr>tnt .. ccl for t hem. 'I'l1e bi1:;.;est 
diff'~ c illty is the small p o_,.•ul· ti on , the er ·p nu.'llbers only 

Tl?1'0 an<i even to i;ether ·.•;it.11 tne local ':.'ELlPc ..... :. popul tion 
ti:_, tot<1.l is only 1600 , The osoibiliti es :tor e~iund econom-
ical a6.vance:.1eDt are ext1•e cly l :'..!T.l ted by t .ie smal l v;orK 
1·01·ce and t_ce p -er "'oi l types i1 t i:: are_ . ':.' "c only 1·en;;on-
uble e1·t.le a1•ea i s i:. ,e lin1 • tee, E<reu f flat l and border int: 
the ::lepik , wnicn L .. e !'eople avcid or E,nrdens because of 
peri·:id1c f l oodin;; . 

',>nc people : ve in ~mull , a <.:.en 1.tmlets ioccit Le red 1r 
ar"un thto Vt l eJ;' unu t,.e .'ain v~llu,;e is only occu..,ied ut 
intervals . Even so the villa~es vrcrc tow,d to_ be in )lo·-d 
order. ,,ltD t! t.10.1. r urdenu urc so scctter~ec1 tlle pe~~le 
cc,nrot !le e,.1,ectc .. to live in lar[,e v ~ es . While it i~ 
esJentit .. l to .rnve u cer.trul _.1.c1ce i'or the r·e.ple to c cngre 
att: ,1 ,en l'ec_uired t 1e1·e ic no . ec ut t11E.. i»esent s tul;e o1' 
develo~ e:-it f'ot· the: to ::..ive 1 el' vnelltl. in villa es . 

'II 

/Ill t"" 1:. ve vlllE< es vie1·e clean nd .ell d r ai ned . 
It ls .101·e t n 11.rnly t ut t.ie clec .linei>s o;.l y e.1t1sts us 
a ~ .. es lt. o~ ti""1~ J.Jtttr-vl t.ut ~ .. i:; ic a~ i:.lp1~0vc!'!lent :-.!3 ,.._.., 

ette.npt 11as , :uu.e .o clean uv o t .c ... ·cvious _ utrol . 
Hour;es en·e tyi: ic. 1 of' t!te .hole 'l't.L~ CL. ·r ul'ea , Cf"lnstl'uc ted 
of cpli t t. ·ber . th t. .·1 or l'..i ~ed app1•ox raate l y Ll.o :·ec t 
f1•0.1 the fl ' 1 nd. Tne viJ.lu(';elJ ure b ilt on a i·ou · s .o.pcd 
rectung1e . i h t.ie ; en ' s1 h 'lSe i·orr:'inp. one end ar a r;ene rall;.· 
built on u ruL;ed .JOrticin 'i N''IlC.. to £ ive a .. 'ro:.1·nent 
op. earance . .'r.e shorte. e ' ·o f'L .:c.ter· • l, cor'1!Tlo n thl'oug:t: 
ou t the w.>olc 'iELi1" L. ll al'et. , ~ ~ c:vident in t,1e v a1·ie t y of 
1iate -t..ls use<.:. . . ,in 1.,P :i tpit leaver. w.uc.'1 only serve 
·or v C;r ., ho rt \l!.ile . 

' I 
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l'he i;ec t i on o_· r0ad fro~ the st 
R~ v ll' gor ' MW o.ldo bee1. 

en i:i eu c;_ tcn.,i vely on t.ic 
i 1 tJ e lip1 t a... vu is t .. ,c J. 

''tJ.(; s~ plc- .t'•vc.u 
;1n coni o.·e ac,.r. ti l 
\ Cl'e et ~ti· ute o 

8eplk 

l i c ... re lm t lf'ul 
in r d cLCJn of ·ood fltl·a ... rs !' 

tf):;f,l,'l' • 

.he t1·.,,. .. a1> c•·o • n eu '" 
his seco vi l L LO ,he rea . 

.. 

r t1.e 
is evident . 

[, i tt 1 
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.. is uior ac v ty in i,he ~.ren is very sli1:,.1;, , .'i1e 
Ba_,tl.:;t . us ion r.ve 1 et·.iir.rn:an to enter the ares but r.;ost a~' 
1r.e_r act vi tics have be n cancer.err ted in the ELIP'c'A. I!. area . 

~ tr 
a sr. '.:.1 

c rr. u \.v.si n o had 
, .J d tc -visit o area 

; . 



,l.J:'PK:DL. i'O 
,,.,. 1 '-J'i7/:i 8 . 

, sc nc.. rel abl • • v • , 

t " ...;s·c l abil.'..ty i'ur 

.,t . 7 ··, Gonvt 

lllL . ld '·""·- • Coi.ci; t 

Io . 111 Cn.~~· 

•. st rd,, u•. e "i.,, ~l ,. v o Lo ell on to gher 
u5BiEThl:C!"'.t:: . Ccn ... .;.:JC... 1 ~ 

c }e to t iE. cype of co ntry • 

·" l v l l .u ~ ... 1.tcr l cte1· . 
C.:> -;:t o d . 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 
;y.; 

PATROL REPORT 

. D,istr ict of ... SEPIK Report No.~ ..... <l:f. .. ~ Q?..i'::-?.~. 

Patrol Conducted by ........ .. .. :R.~.:A:I.~.8.F;~.T.: ......... e/.fi~:6.1.~t.ll1.1t ... ~.~~. ~:I'.1.~.~ .°.f:r..1.~.er..~ 

Area Patrolled ..... UlU.P.MIN., ... T .IFALIUN., .. l'l.OKEIMAN., ... KAMFEGOLM IN .. & .. FEGOLUN ... T r.i bal 
areas. 

Patrol Accompanied by Europ~ans .. MR •. ~ •. J .•. f.~9.~i .. . G.~.Q.~.LPatrol Officer. 
MR.P .C.ROCHE, Medical Assistant. 

Natives ..... . ~ .. :R.~.l'.~ .~.~.':7.~.c:.~ .... 1 . Jn,~erpreter , 2 N. M. O' ~~r~~ers. 

~ Duration-From23 .. / .. 5 .. / 19 .. 58 .. to .. 1.0 .j. .6 ... . l9 . ..5a. 

Number of Days ........ .. .. 1.9 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? ... . !E.~ .. . 

Last Patrol ro Area by- District Services ... .AU~S.T / 19.5]. .. 

Medical ... AU9'US.T. 19.5.7. .. 

Map Reference.. .. BA~JID ON r.nEFOLMIN SUB-DIST.RICT I!~.· .... 1 ... 1.:n.q!l. =. 4: .. n,ti,le . 

Objects of Patrol...~ .. ~ ... ~.E.~<.s.~~ ... ~Y.I.~~.~ .. T.~ .F.~~I I.~ .•.Y.~.':'!1.l_ • 2. INITIAL CENSUS 

FEGOLMIN , Y.AJ1'.l"EGOLl.1IN & WOKEIMl'..t, , 3, CONSOLIDATION OF AD WINISTRATION 
INF-I;UENCE ~·· .... 4:•· •.\N'l'I-YAWS . 'CAii!!' .11.·ICm·· tJP.A:Pttrn· ··&·· 'rU'ALMIN• .. 

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERV ICES 
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS, 
PORT MORESBY. 

/ 19 

Amount Paid for w ·ar Damage Compcmat10n 

Amount Paid from D. .E. Tru t hind .. 

Amoun' Paid from P.E.D.P Trust Fund 

ForwardC'u, please. 

D 1Jtrtrl Commi.woner 

£ ..... 

... £ .........• 

L 



9th Septelllbor, 1958. 

Potml. Rewrt ,Np. 6 - l9j'U58 - m,mrowp:11. 

eeeipt or the abovo cntionad Patrol Report is aclax>w-
ledg m. · t nk3 . I n:i st i;rnt11'1.ea to Ja • .,w t.t.at 

• Fenton ttcquittod h1J:1:1olt . ll on the Patiool. 

T!lere i:; .:io ro . son by Patr:>l ho11 Tei.tol!dn should 
not entor K:!.unga Sub-D13tr1et nd adm.1n1ster the paiople, 
ilh ro !lOre readil,v ac.:essiblo fro Tel~JJ!!tn t..~ ~ 
- UiJ8ji. It 1:J most gratifying to ;JOte that the Ura1Jlllin nd 
Tifalmin gMUps oro beeoClin(I quite tractable. 

As regards the .okeimin poopl , we oan hardly XJ'leCt 
toom to re 1n in tho ono spot mion their country 1s so 
1nhospitabl al'ld they havo to so k CCl'doning g;;-ouna.s alons 

v ll.eya and sc rce flat are 9 in their countr,f. 

ull.y becomi.zlg 
re '!O'lfid t am friemly ns o r :mlt of rll r patmls and 

m e->od r lotions otsblishod b t11e n vi it1ll;l natives and 
Station pcrsonnal ot Toloi'olain. 

It is obvious that tho pract1co of 1ng t1'o youngsters 
s interpreters t . Tol folr.11n and then rotuming to their 
11 u<-s 1$ ha'lina cle::irabla r sults. It 1:: nst unfortunate 
h8t !\i -» . " diod. 

It is apparent that C()nd1t1ons t 
oopl arc pr p rod tv tr vcl t'U'O" r. ;at . n 

v1om:ly hostile c U.'ltry . 

A goner Uy h artan1 
ncl ad q toly record d. Patrol ·oll perfo 



The Director , 
Depa.:trnent of ·~ativ:a 'ffai ·~, 
.BIB'U:&l.t.;_Sfil . 

In R eply 
Ple11 :"' Qt1ote 

No.PR6/57 - 58/955 

DIS'l'::UC'i' O?FI.:::<.. 
SEPIK DIST ICT 
'.fa114.~ 

2'3th Augu ·t , 1 ,58 

T I, 1i'Q'.u·· ""AT~OT No . 6 of~ 

Mr . Ai sbett has conducted this pll.trol in a 
satisfactory ancl effici,.,nt ma·1ner . It is pleasi ,g to 
see Mr . Fento1 , Cadet Patrol Officer, car·rying r:iut his 
duties in a capable manner and he will benefit greatly 
by the experienc e gai ed by serving with Mr . Aisb"tt . 

From the 'Jla ner in "llich the pat rol was 
received , it is seen th3.t previ'JUS contact has heen 
satisfactory an! latest conta ,, wi 11 do much to 
consolidate the area vi<;ited. 

Co1 ld the acco ;my ing map be sun p inted 
plea .e and a co:iy sent t'J th~ A0 sist'1'1t ')istr ict Officer , 
KIUNGA, for his inf:lr >tinn . 

~~--



TERHITORY OF PAPUA & NEW GrINEA. 

30-1 -1/38. 
Sub-District Of'fice, 
TELEI<'OLMIN ~ 

1/;th August , 195'. !I 

The District Officer , 
Sepik District , 

~· 

PATROL REPORT 'l'ELEJi'OLMIN 6 of 195]-58. 

Thi•ee (3) copies of' the above report together with 
camping allowance claims are enclosed. 

Mr. P. J . Fenton, Cadet Patrol Of'f'icer, accompanied '1 
the patrol . This was his f'irat patrol rrom this station. 'a 
He proved himself' a very capable of'f'icer and should benefit t 
irvm tl1e t:Xper1eI1ce g&iru:U. on Lile patrol . 

The patrol was completed with out incident . 

Between March and June of' this year routine consol­
idatory patrols have been completed in all ar·eas adjacent to 
Telefolrn1n. 

It is now intended to visit the MIANMIN area last 
patrolled in March, 1957. 

R.AISl:.J!.'fT . 
a/Assistant District Of'ficer . 



TERRITORY 01'' f!PU, & NE'! 

The 1>1 '> trict On icel' , 
Sepik llletrict , 
\<l~>1M,. 

3V-1 -1/.38. 
ub-Dist r i ct Office , 

'f:J..EFOLMW. 

4th August , 19,5'. 

hree (.3) copies o · the .i.bove r·epo1·t together with 
camp i ng a llOVllU•ce c laims are cnclo (;d.. 

Mr . P . J . 1'1enton, Cadet .P at1·ol vf i c e" , o.ocompanied 
the patrol . 'l'his t1&6 is fit•e t patrol f1·om this s t ation. 
lie JH'uved .utmecli u ver·y ca_puble c..1.i'icer and should benefi t 
frti~ t.he ~vr!an;o gain.ad ;:;u the patrol. 

The patrol was co111pleted w1 thollt i nc ident . 

Letwilen . cl1 and June 01 ~h:!. y _r.r rout1?l~ oonaol­
idatory patrol s have oe~n conwlc. ted in Jl areas adjacent t o 
1'ele ol.min. 

It is now 1:1tendeC.. t.o vial t tile l ..• Af,t Ill' al"ea l ast 
patI·olled in .It re. , 1957 . 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA & NEW GUINEA. 

Sub-Di strict O:fl'ice, 
TEI..EFOLMIN. 

21st July, 1958. 

f~TROL REPORT NO. 6 1957-58 - TELEFOL!JIN SE!'TK DISTRIC"'. ~ 

Off leer Conducting Patrol. 

Area Patrolled. 

Area :::.as't. Patrolled. 

Patrol Accompanied BY. 

European. 

~· 

Duration of Patrol. 

Objects of Patrol. 

Map Reference. 

R.AISBETT a/Assistant District 
Officer. 

URA?I IN, TIFALMIN, V/OKEIMAN, 
KAIJFEGOLMIN & FEOOLMIN Tri i: ;:l 
areas. 

AUGUST , ~ 957 • 

MR. P.J.FEllTON Cadet Patrol 
Officer. 

MR. P.C.ROCHE Medical As"5istant 
to URAPMIN &. TIFALMIN area 

only. 

N0.6376 L/Cpl. MARIAMBUN 

N0.6554 Cenat. WALAMAIWAI 

No.9113 Const. PIANGA 

NO. 9053 Const. ARE 

N0.8975 Const. KUOFERA 

N0.3887 Const. SANGONDI 

N0.9006 Const. · NIGI 

NO. 7403 Const. KUSINOK 

N0.9433 Const. MANDEKAI. 

Interprete!' SU .. &I 

N.M . O. SUl.IBNGI. 

N.M . O. KIRISINOK 

Carriers. 40. 

From 23/5/58 to 10/6/58 
19 days. 

1. CEr<::.U<:> REVISIOH 'l'.l"'ALMIN, 
URAPMIN. 

2. INITIAL CENSUS FEGO!.J.!IN, 
KA!cFEGOLMIN & 1. OKEIMAN. 

j, CO 'SOLIDATION OF AD!. INI&TRAT 
ION INFLIJEl'i GE. 

4. ANTI-YAWS CAM AIGN URAPl.IN !c 
'l' U'ALMIN. 

BASIID ON TELZFOLMIN SUB-DISTRIOT 
..AF. 
1 inch I~ mill'. 



PATROL DllRY. 

Fri day , 2 3r\! ... M§.Lo 

Departed TELEFOLMIN at 12 .40pm proceeded west along 
ATEMKIAKMIN road. Arrived AT:b:MKIAKMIN 14,30. Descended 
to Sepik River which was crossed by a log bridge over a very 
narrow section near the gap where the Sepik leaves the 
TELEFOLMIN vall~Y.•.. Spelled at River then proceeded along 
good track over~ered ridges into URAPMIN area. First 
.amlet reached it 1705. Climbed on through a number of small 

hamlets to reach rest house at 1800, Rest house e.nd other 
buildings all in good order. Large numbers of people ~t 
food and a large quantity purchased. Light guard posted. 

Saturday . 24th May . 

Census revised for whole URAPMIN group. Anti-Yaws 
injections given by E.M.A. Roche. 

A number of TIFALMIN visited patrol. Inspected 
URAPMIN hamlets Bi tuated along BOGELMIN road. This is a 
graded road which is well maintained. 

man. 
AMBOKASEP local head.man is very helpful and eooperati "\ 

I 

Remained URAPMIN . Light guard posted. 

Sunday, 25th Mpy . 

Departed URAPMIN 0720 proceeded west across steep 
gullies . Top of MT. BAGAIUN' IGIN ( 5500 1

) reached 0855• 
Moved on 0905 spelled 0955 (3900 1 

) . Reached ILA.\! River 1010 
and f'ollowed upstream arrived OKBILAVIP rest house 1105(4000'), 
Large number of people (Lower TH'ALMINS) gathered at reat 
house awaiting patrol. Large quantity of food purchased. 
Guard posted. 

Monday , 26th MaY. 

Census revised f'or two l01fer TIFALMIN groups . ~ 
new names recorded. Anti-Yews injections given by l.M.A. 
Roche. A suitable l ight aircraf't airstrip site is situated 
near the rest house. An area of' 550 yards with a grass 
cover only . 

Remained OKBILAVIP , OUard posted. 

Tuesday , 27th May. 

Local natives, carriers and police building new rest 
house . During day inspected numerous small hamlets and prd-
eL areas on the north side of the ILAM River. 

Remained OKBILA VIP . Guard posted. 

WednesdaY, 2 th Ma,y. 

Departed KBI LAVIP rest house 0645 arrived BUFILMIN 
rest house 0735 , 'l'rack wide and well maintained. The 
people (Upper TIFALMIN) wh o live in small hamlets scattered 
around the valley soon gathered at the rest house . A large 
number who had never previously appeared for census ta.king 
were present. A very friendly and confident welcome given 
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to patrol. Rest h ouse and other b uildings in f'e.i r condition. 
Censu s revised. All he.mJ.ets visited. Food purchased. 

Remained BUFILMIN , 

Thursday, 2~. 

Gue.rd posted. 

Heavy re.in during early morning. Departed 0715. 
Proceeded south west along ILAM Valley over grass covered 
ridges. Began climbing into f'orest country along the ALUK 
river a tributary or the ILAM. Spelled 0845 at 5500

1
• 

Moved on and passed through tribal ground of' BIMARAPMIN people 
who were chased out of the valley by the TIFALMINS some years 
previously, Remains of their houses seen which indicates 
that these people who now l!. ve in the ATBALMIN area, were 
only recently dislodged f'rom this area, Began climbing 
sharply up the main range south of' TI FALMIN. Reached summit 
at 1100 (8400' ) . The area was completely covered by cloud. 
Commenced descent 1145 through stunted f'orest and wild pan-
danus . The TIFALMINS visit this area regularly to gather 
pandanus nuts. Continued descent to 7250' an4 reached old 
camp site of' P.O. Booth 's patrol No,2 of' 1957-58, at 1400. 
Made camp. Native rood and rice issued, Camp site close 
to f'oot of' MT . FA.9ILIL estimated height 10000 1

• Remainder ! 
of area co:npletely blocked by cloud, Guard posted. p 

Frid.aY, 30th May . 

Broke camp 0700 proceeded south west over broken 
uninhabited country , Reached TIFALMIN- WOKEIMI N tribal bound-
ary 0820 (7550 1 ) . Moved on across heavily timbered ridges 
and gullies . Gradual descent to rim of MT. BLENTIN reached 
0945 ( 7150 I ) , MT. SOKOLOMAK and MT . BI.EL standing out high 
above . Began steep descent of MT , BI.ENTIN. Arrived at a 
small nati ve bush shelter and contacted an old man and small 
boy. He informed the patrol that the WOKEIMIN people had 
gone to the west into the region of' the foothills of the 
STAR Moun .. ..iins to plant gardens . Af'ter much calling out 
another and much younger man was enticed out of the bush and 
he was engaged as a guid • Moved on at 1055 descending 
gradually through heavily timbered country. Track rough 
and not very well def'ined. Spelled to regroup at 121 O ( 51 oo1 
Moved on at 1225 and arrived at the WOKEIMIN hamlet BRELAN­
GAVIP at 1235· This hamlet deserted and from appearances 
has not been occupied f'or at least six months . Descended 
and cross ed OLII KAN river at 1 245 ( 4650' ) over ridge and 
crossed KAM river on log bridge. The KAM is a large SVlif't 
flowing stream •• Climbed ridge to SOBOLMOROVIP hamlet also 
deserted ( 467 5 ' ) • Made camp in heavy rain. The two 
WOKEIMIN men contacted during the day were from this hamlet 
and as they were friendly with the TIFALMIN carriers their 
off' er of the llens' house for the carriers ac commodati on was 
accepted . Rice issued. Guard posted. 

Satura.av . 31st May , 

Broke camp 0715 . 4 TIFALMIN carriers paid off. 
Proceeded south west crossed route of P . O. Nolan 's 1952 patrol 
and through 111rge garden. Crossed BITEL creek then began 
very steep climb up MT . TAIP . Spelled 0825 (42:?5') moved on 
0845 passed through grass and moss covered lake then began 
gradual climb along the aide of a les"er range ove r rough 
limestone track reached top 1000 ( 5450 ' ) • Began sharp 
descent arrived deserted hamlet 1055 (4725'). Joined the 
main track between •EGOLMI N and KA EGOLMIN and fo llowed it 
townrds Lake SOKOLB G, A KAJ.lFEGOLMIN woman and child found 
on the track and friendly contact made . Reached old camp 
site of previ ous patrol near the mai n KAJ/FEGOLMIN vill age . 
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The woman was sent on to the villag e t o advise the people of 
our arrival. Some men visited the camp and were obviously 
p l eased to see the patrol . 

Large gardens were seen on ridges overldloking the lake. 

A number ~f carriers with cut feet as r sult of rough 
limeatoiae country were treated and the local pe .. ple then aslced 
for treatment for various sores when they saw the patrol 
members being treated. About 40 people including women and 
children visited the camp with small quantities of food which 
was purchased. Advised them that I would visit the village 
next day and conduct a census. The URAP MIN ca.i.'riers were 
invited to spend the night in the village. This was permitted 
as these peo1>le are related by marriage and on friendly terms. 
Gu a rd posted. 

SundaY, 1 st June. 

Ini t i al census conducted of the KAMFEGOLMIN people. 
55 people seen and 77 names recorded. Probable maximum 
number of this g roup is 100 . Others were in an area t"urther 
south in PAPUA ma.king sago. 4 man named ABINGI M appears to 
be the spokesman for the group although a diffe rent man was 
pointed out as headman. Little food availr ':Jle f or sale which 
could only be expected from such a small group. d 

Lake SOKOLOMIK which was discovered by Mr. Booth's p 
patrol of the< previous year was inspected for the ' first time 
and found to be too small for use b y float planes. Mr. Booth 
has stated that he could no t v iew the lake becau se of fog and 
had suggested it may be of use in this rega rd. Guard posted. 

Mond,aye 2nd June. 

Broke camp at 0655 and proceeded south east over an 
overg rown track. Progress slow as some cutting necessary. 
Track in this condition because of the uneasy relations exist-
ing between KAMFEGOLMIN people and FEGOLMIN group. Reached 
old camp site of Booth patrol 0835 continued descending stead­
ily. Route followed crosses numerous streams flowing from 

~~~i~~~~d~~:~h~~i~~o5~e H~~~~:~e~~u~~ ~~eN~;nr~9;~· 
patrol just prior to arriving at MAGALS I MBIP ham1et at 1305 
which was deserted. Moved on, followin~ dry creek bed, 
arrived KABIROKSIGIM hamlet 1350 (2400' ), About 30 people 
present . Moved on to small ridge opposite village and made 
camp after havi ng been requested to stay ins tead ot' moving to 
the next hamlet as had been planned. Heavy rain began :t'alli~ 
4 pm. Purchased fai r amount of f ood. KAMFEGOLh.IN guide , 
ASENGIM welcomed al though hls peopl e traditional enemies with 
these J.~Ople, who are called IMDALMINS - a sub-group of the 
FEGOLMIN tribe . Patrol welcome and the people friendly and 
helpful. Guard posted. 

TuesdaY. )rd June . 

Census I MDALIHN people . .36 peopl e seen and 42 names 
obtained. Departed c amp at 0750 and climbed to top of ridge 
( 27 50 ' ) • The high sheer face of the HINDENBERG Range stand-
ing out clearly to the north . Began steady climbing, passed 
through a number of large gardens belonging to the I MDALMIN 
group . Contacted :J. number of people working n these gardens 
and they agreed to f ollow the patrol to the nex t hamlet . 
Arrived at BOLANGAVIP 1350 (4700 ' ) . Camped at a very small 
namlet . These people live in numbers of similar hamlets 
scattered over a large area . About 50-60 people visited 
camp in the afternoon and were quite friendly. A large 
quantity of food purchased. Gua rd p os ted. 
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Wednesday, 4th June, 

Total 
11 

t~i t ial census of I MDALMINS of BOLANGAVIP area recorded •. 

Departed 0920. Walking in heavy rain arrived 
ANAUALAV! }' hamlet 104'. 30-40 people in houses, Although 
sti ll raining decided to move on to i>et into centre of 
popula t i on. Arrived NELGUVIP 1200 l4875') and made camp. 
Numbers of local natives began visiting camp from numerous 
small hamlets scattered around the area. Large quantity 1'ood 
pur chased. Guard posted. 

Camp aroused 9.30pm by the approach of a noisy group 
of local people. Their purpose was the presentation of a 
pig for sale. I suggested that the pig and its owner ahoUld 
stay at the camp and thati t would be much better to conduct 
the business arrangements the following morning. 

Thursday, 5th June. 

Remained at camp• Pig purchased and rifle d111110nstrat­
ion given to large group of people. Initial census compiled 
for the ATEMKIAKMIN group - one of the main sub-groups of the 
FEGOLMIN tribe. 102 people seen and 100 absentees recorded. 
Steady rain continued all day. Small quantities of food 
purchased. Rice and native food issued. Guard posted. 

Ftida.V, 6th Jime. 

Broke camp 0700 and began climbing immediately. 
Reached 5"700 1 at 0755. Walking in blanket of fog and rain 
all the time. Passed through a number of hamlets belonging to 
the ATEMKIAKMIN group and at 1015 arrived at IMIGAVIP village, I 
the central village of the ATEMKIAKMIN group. Thia village 
deserted at the time, ii,Occupied only periodically by the 
ATEMKIAKMINS and contains t he Spirit Home tor the group. 
Moved on and into hamlets of the NINGLINMIN sub-tribe which ia 1 
t he moat contacted group of the FEGOLMIN tribe. 1235 arrived 
at a camp ei te which had been prepared for the patrol by the 
group in a central poei ticn. A start had been made on some 
shelters for the patrol but the continuous rain had somewhat 
dampened t he i r enthusiasm. However a large group of men 
willingly as s isted pol i ce and c a rriers in building the camp. 
The headman r equested that the patrol delay census taki for 
a day to enable t he people to collect food from their wiOel;. 
scattered ga r dens , A small quantity of f ood pu rchased. 
Guard pos t ed. 

Sa t urday. ?th Jw1e. 

Rema ined in camp. Continuous rain all day. During 
t he afte rnoon app r oximately 1001.mati ves visi ted camp with 
large quant i t ies of f ood f or sal e . A pig was also purchased. 
Guard p osted. 

Sundal, 8th June . 

Remained in camp . Continuous rain and f og all day. 
Began construction of r est house e tc., 

Checked census compiled by previous patrol. 52 
new names added. Guard posted. 

MondaY , Ith J1m e , 

Broke camp 0640 began climbing northwar ds toward s 
HINDEIJBURG Range. at 0830 began main climb up Ra nge. 
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7.550' reached at 0905. Magnificent vi ew from top south over 
PAPUA. Moved on across top of Range and reached 8000 1 at 
1040. Began long descent. Rested 1250 at 5900 1

• Descend-
ed and crossed NONG river and made camp at ai te of Bottrill- 18 
Pople, KIUNGA patrol a t 1405, 5100 '. 

Rice and native food issued. Light guard posted. 

TuesdaY , 10th Jµne. 

Broke camp 0635 and began climb up BEHRMANN Range . 
Top reached 7000' at 0825 after having spent 1 hour on a 
wrong track. Moved on at 0850 descended to Sepik and 
crossed by good log bridge at 1010 (3600 1 

). Moved on at 
10.30 across undu;I.ating grass covered country to station 
arrived 1215. 

END OF DIARY. 

INTRODUOT I ON. 

As can be seen from the accompanying map part of the 
area patroll ed lies in the KIUNGA sub-district of PAPUA. 
It was considered necessary t o include this area in the patrol 
because of previous contact with these people by TELEFOLJ.!IN 
patrols and because of the close relations between these 
people on the Southern aide of the HINDENBURG Range and the 
people of the TELEFOLMIN valley. The contact and control 
o'!: these groups to the south is also complementary to the 
consolidation of cont r ol in the illlllediate vicinity of 
TELEFOLMIN. 

The URAP MIN , TIFALMIN groups are ai tuated in the 
Western end of the TELEFOLMIN Valley, west of the Sepik river. 

;~:;: ~~~p!~~ h~=~o~~: ~~~~;e~r;~~;~f~t!~t~~~~ t~~ ~~=;;p!::: ~ 
they have proved somewhat hard to manage . 

The FEGOLMIN people have had limited contac t with 
patr ols from TELEFOLMIN and similarly with two patrols from 
KIUNGA. As with all other patrols to the area this patrol 
was welcomed by a friendly and cooperative people. 

The WOKEI MIN group have proved moat elusive. 
Although a friendly contact was made by the Booth patrol in 
1957 only a small nulliber of the peopl e were seen. SimilarJ,,y 
the Nolen patrol in 1952 saw only a few o:f;.them. Thie patrdl 
passed through their main llribal area and found it deserted 
except for one small family . The remainder Y1ere said to be 
gardening three days walk to the west in the foothill s of the 
STAR Mountains. 

The KAMFEGOL!.!IN were first contacted by the Booth 
patrol in 1957. A further good contact was ·made by this 
patrol. Al though a very small g1·oup they appear to be more 
reguillrly settled than the other cumparati vely larger groups. 

d 
p 
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It was hoped t o compi l e a c ensus of all t h ese gr oups. 
This was done with the except ion of the WOKEIMIN tribe but 
the figures arrived at nrus t b e cons i dered far from complete 
because of t he l a rge number of ab sentees reported. 

The a rea v i sited is all relat ively clobe to TELEFOLMIN 
but cont act has been slight because of the barrier imposed 
b y the HINDENBURG Range . Until a station is established in 
the No r t h ern end of t he KIUNGA Sub-Dist r i ct i t will be necess­
ary to maintain fa i rly regular patrols to t he area . 

NATIVE SITUATI ON. 

Th e situation ia the URAPMIN- TI FALMI N area continues 
to i mprove and i s a credi t to t h e wo r k of previous patrols 
and the good relations established between v i siting natives 
and sta t i on personnel a t TELEFOLMIN . 

The confident and fr i endly welcome given the patrol 
by the KAlilFEGOLMI N and FEGOLMI N groups is consistent with 
their behaviour towards p revious p atrols and most pleasing. 
The FEGOLMIN are by far the most f r iendly and pleasant people 
yet contacted from this station. 

URAPMIN. This group inhabit the a::- ea bounded by the Sepik . il 
and !LAM rivers and extends into the foothills of the P 
BEHilMANN Range. They also garden on the northern side of the 
Sepik Gap in an area b ordering the inner limits of the 
ATBALMIN group. 

The URAPMIN live in six p ermanent villages which were 
all found in good order. The p eople have been guided over 
the past few years by two young men AMBOXASEP and KWEGSEP who 
were p reviously interpreters at '.l'ELEFOLMIN. Unfortunately 
KWE EP died just prior to the patrols visit. His death 
occurred at the TELEFOLMI N hosp i tal. At the time he was 
v i si t ing local TELEFOLMIN nat i ves and a certain amount of 
suspicion was r aised by the URAPMIN people who considered his 
death to be the result of sorcery. No proof of this was 
found. The URAPMIN since t hat time have kept away from the 
local. v i llages . I have been in touch with the headmen since 
the pat rol and t hey h ave been advi sed a gainst any attempt at 
payback . This was emphasi s ed also before and during the 
patrol. As the two g roups e r e tradi tionally closely assoc-
iated I do no t consider t here will be any disturbance origin-
ated by t h e URAPMIN people. Th e TELEFOLMIN carriers who 
were sent b ack from TI FALMIN t hrough the URAPMIN area were a t 
first a l i ttle wary of returning but as th ey were accoljlPe.ni ed 
on t he re tur n by the Medical Assistant and two police they 
were s oon conv inced t her e wa s no danger. 

The man AMBOKASEP he.a since t aken on himself t he task 
of represent ing and being sp okesman fo r t he whole group . He l 
is an ex cellen t t p:pe and visits t he sta tion frequent.ly. He ' 
will play an important part in future work amongs t these 
p eople. There i s per haps the t endency on t h e part of t h e 
headmen to l eave al l dealings ei t h t h e Administration to 
AMBAltASEP but t h is wi ll be discouraged in order that the 
v i ews of the wholE. group can be obtained. 

Roads throughout the URAPMIN area were wide and well 

cared for . 

The majority of carriers for the patrol were URAPMINS 
who did a very good job under most trying c onditions . They 
were accompanied on the trip by AWIOKASJ!:P who app ears to be 
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gaining quit e a deal of authority amongst t h em. 

~· These people live further west along the II.AM river 
valley from the URAPMIN. They normally combine with the 
URAPMIN to visit the station or when requested to supply labour 
for any particular project. 

This patrol can rep ort further slow gradual improvement 
in their attitude towards the Administration. This was 
noticed in the improvement of roads in the immediate vicinity 
of their villages and connecting with the URAPMIN and in 
improvement in their attitude towards appearing at the rest 
house for the patrol's visit. Quite a number were brought 
forward who had never previously bothered to show themselves 
to a patrol . 

The TI FALMIN are divided into three groups and a 
marked d i fference can be noted between the groups. The group 
living nParest the URAPMIN and led by a man named TONAGEN are 
by far the best of the TIFALMIN to deal with. Their village 
is in fair co:idi tion and is a large v i llage compared to the 
small hamlets of the other groups. This group provided the 
patrol 'with huge quantities of food. 

The second group live on the north side of the !LAM 
river in numerous small hamlets scattered round "' high plateau 
which backs onto the main range separating the TELEFOLMIN 
valley from t he ATBALMIN tribal area. These hamlets are small 
diI'ty settlements which no attempt ha4 been made to clean or 
tidy chiefly because they did not expect the patrol to visit 
them. In order to irnp1'0ve the ei tuation in these scattered 
hamlets it will be necessary f o r a patrol to remain in ~:1e 
area for some time. The people are still unruly and apathetic 
in their acceptance of Administration control. They l ack a 
forceful headman. 

The third group , the BUFILMIN are further west along 
the valley and are by f'ar the mostdi ff'icul1Df the '?DAI.MIN 
group . While their small hamlets are grouped fairly close 
together they garden and wander over a much larger territory 
than the others . It was this group which chased the 
BIMARAPMIN people from the extreme western end of the valley 
some years back. 

Now that Administration iru'luence and control has 
extended to other groups on a ll sides of the TIFALMIN a 
general improvement in their attitude should become apparent . 
This is one of the main reasons for extending TELEFOLMIN 
influence south of the HINDENB8RG P.ange into PAPUA. 

This group have extensive contacts with the ATBALMIN I 
~d t~~u~~~th ~~e~~!~~~I~h~n~r:;~~M~!s t~e=~~t s~~!~ ;:~t , 

<IFEGOLMIN men had arrived in the TIFALMIN area during the 
time the patrol was in the area. These men were not shown 
t o the patrol al though it was known that the patrol was moving I 
into the KAMFEGOLl.!IN area. f 

WOKE! I N. Little is known of this group . The patrol failed 
to contac t them apart rrom one small family grou:p, It is 
not consi deI'ed that they deliberately avoided the patrol. 
A number of their hamlets were vis ited and it was obvious 
that they had not been occupied for s ome months . The man 
:AWANIM who was contacted in a small bush shelter said that 
the peop l e we r e gardening to t he west on the 'l'EID river . 
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This r iver flows from the sout h west elopes of MT. AI YANG and 
i s poss ibly t h e headwaters of the ALICE River . 

The main WOPKEIMIN vill age is BULTEMAVIP. There are ~ 
s i x other l e s s er hamlets. .A reasonably accurate estimate of 
the number of this group is diff '-cult to ascertain because of 
their scattered gardening areas and the wide area over which 
they wander. The habit in this whole area of erecti= small 
hamlets near each and every gardenin area could lead to a 
higher estimate than is the case . The Nolen patrol estimated 
the \'IOKEIMIN to number 150 while the Booth patrol gave an 
estimate of 500. The first estimate i~robably nearer the 

mark. 
The young WOKEI MIN willingly guided the patrol to the 

KAMFEGOLMI N area. What little contact the patrol had with 
the WOKEIMIN was quite friendly and these people must realise 
that t h ey have nothing to fear from the Government as three 
patrols from TEI.1'FOLMIN have now p ass ed through their area 
without incident. 

KAMFEGOLMIN. This group wes first contacted in 1957 by 
Mr. P. O, Booth, They h,.,d knowledge of the Bot trill and Kent 
Patrols from KIUNGA which evident ly passed quite close to them 
but did not make contact. d p 

A very fr i endly and conf ident att i tude to the patrol 
wae displayed inmediately on our arrival. Prior to the spread 
c,f Administration inf luence south from TELEFOLMIN these people 
had been the ob j ect of attacks by the ATEMKIAKl.IIN grovp of 
the FEGOLMIN tribe and being the smaller group had suffered 
the most. Naturally they welcome t,he Government because 
these attacks have now ceased althou gh there ie still very 
little intercourse between t he t wo g roupe. Spokesman for 
the group is a man named ASENGIM who accomp anied the patrol 

to TELEFOLMIN . 
The KAMFEGOLMIN mingle freely with the WOKEIMIN, 

URAPMIN, TI FALMIN and a gr oup further south into PAPUA known 
8io them as OXAPMINS . Evidently this OXAPMIN tribe is in 
contact with KIUNGA but do not beli eve t h e existence of the 
G<>vernment station at TELEFOLMIN . ASENGIM expl ained that 
these OXAPMI N claimed that any t:ade goods which came into 
the posse ss i on of the K.MlFEGOLMIN come or i ginally from KIUNGA 
and passed through t h e OXAPMIN before trading further north 
and then back to the FAMFEGOLMIN . 

The camp was visited quite confidently by women and 
children with f ood f or trade . It was quite noticeable that 
t h e children expecially had no fe a re whatsoever . It was 
pleasing t o see these peop le come f o rward for treatment of 
s ores et c . when they noticed pa trol car ri ers being treated. 

This group 1e settl ed more or less p ermanently on 
a s mall r idge over looking Lake SOKOLBANG. Their garden 
areas were noticed all around the l ake. They make sago 
making and huntir.g t rip e s outh i nto lower altitudes but 
apparently al ways return to t he 1:1wne general s 1 t e for their 

village . 

;'~~~;I~INDE~~R~E~~:~~ ~~:t t~: :~s ~a~0~!a~~~~ ~~~~lo~~!h 
concerned. Contact w1 th them has always b een on a f riendly 
basis . '£hey appear to have accepted the l aw of t h e G<>vern­
ment w1 thout ever having had 1 t forced upon them. 
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This group have rights to land far south into PAPUA 
but concentrate thei r villages and hamlet s in the north o:f 
theiL' land at the foot of the main range. This patrol con-
tacted what is considered t o be at least hal:f of the total 
population. The others were said to be gardening and huntiDfJ 
on their land t o the south. The availability of lower 
altitude land to the south gives these people rights to sago 
producing country and on occasions o f food shortage they 
generally move into t hese areas . The presence o~· :fish in 
the lower reaches of the river as well as other types o:f ge.me 
also is reason for periodic tripe south. 

The group claim common ancestry with the people of 
the TELEFOLMIN Valley and cordial relations exist between the 
two groups. The two groups have a common gardening boundary ·. 
on the NONG River which .' i es between the HINDENBERG and 
BEHRMANN Ranges . Hence there is much intercourse ·oetween 
the two groups and also some intermarriage. 

Numbers of young men :from the 
for a time on TELEFOLMIN station, 

The FEGOLMIN are divi ded into three main sub-tribes. 
The NINGLINMIN, ATEMKIAKMIN and IMDALMrn. 

(a) NINGLINMIN. This sub-group is the most contacted 
of the group . They would probably be the most :friendly group 
contacted from the TELEFOLMI N post . An area in a central 
poei ti on t o their hamlets had been cleared as a ca.nping site 
for the patrol. They had also began to build !msh sheltere 
for our use . The site was chosen fo r the building o:f a rest 
house and the patrol party began theerection of buildings. 
1'his was hampered considerably by continuous rain and cold 
duri ng our stay in the area . However the people who had 
willingly joined in stated. thei r intention of completing the 
work. 

Another :;->leasing aspect was the huge quantity o:f taro 
Vlhich these people provided for the patrol , They evidently 
had plenty more available if it had been requested, The 
main trade item Wlifl salt . 

The people live in the vicinity of the BI.AK or FENINO 
river which is one of the main headwaters of the FLY river. 
Their gardening areas extend eastwards to the boundaries of 
the INFIAKMIN people , They have had previous bad relations 
with this group but state tj:lat there have been no clashes 
over the past few years , 

(b) ATEMKIAKMIN . The ATEMKIAKMIN group live in an 
area immediateiY west of the NINGLINMINS , '!'he two groups 
are closely related. They have three main villages, TAMTEN , 
IMIGAVIP and ILFOLTIGIN, Tlle Spirit house tor the group is 
located at I MIGAVIP. These three villages were deserted at 
the time of the patrol. The people were contacted in num- l 
erous small garden settlements in an area west and south west ' . 
of the villages . This practice 1 e misleading in making 
population estimates as the people bui lt qui tto substantial 
settlements as -..ell as maintaining t he main villages, The I 
fertility of the soil has much to do with the evolving of the 
practice , Gardena take as long as nine months to mature 
and the peopl e have worked out a system of planting very large 
gardens which when they mature support the populatj ...,n f or a 
considerable time whi l e another garden area is cl e _•ed and 
p l a n ted in the area . They then moYe on to another garden 
and the cycle continues. 
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This group p roved ve r y f r iendly a l though they are 
h a r der t o co n t ac t t han the NINGLINMIN becau s e they are more 
s catte r ed . Food was plentiful and made available to the 
patrol even t h ough f or s ome of them it meant carrying f rom 
fa r away hamlets. 

ir 

An initial census was conducted of t h e group and was 
well attended although nume1•ou s absentee names were recorded. 
Later patrols should be able to add cons i derabl y t o the figures, 

, (o) ~· Thie FEGOLMI N group live between the 
ATEMKIAKMIN and KAJ.IFEGOLMIN. They are small in number and 
live in small scattered hamlets . Huge gardens were noticed 
in their area which woul d suggest a larger population than 
that contacted. However the long time taken f or gardens to 
ma ture account to a large degree for their size. 

This g roup although neighbouring on the KAMFEGOLMIN 
h ave little aesocia ti on with them. The KAMFEGOLMIN tend to 
avoid them because of previous hostil i ty which existed. The 
na:bive track between the two groups was largely overgrown. 
There are no recent report• of clashes between t he two and the 
situation should remain quiet . 

An initial census was r ecordeC. of the IMFALM:!:N and 
similarly with t he A'rEMKIAKMIN t here v1ere numerous ab s entees 
i ncluded. 

The contact established from TELEFOLMIN generally 
l dicate that the p eople of the no r thern extremity of the 

IUNGA Sub-Di strict are quie t and friendly . Pat rols from 
TELEFOLMIN have now cont acted g r oups on the i mmedi ate southern 
slopes of the HINDENBERGS from as f ar east as the STRICKLAND 
Gorge to the western reaches of this patrol. There is 
possi bly one other groi:.p in the region of the STAR Mountains 
not yet contacted. Th is group inhabit t he area close to the 
Netherlands border and p robahly beyond. They are known to 
and fr i endly with the KAMFEGOLMIN and WOKEIMI N who refer to 
them as ABLEMKEI MINS . 

The even t ual control of t hese small gr oups will present 
a -problem b ecauso of t h e wide t ract of Territo r y over which 
they are sp r ead. From the STRICKLAND River , west to the 
Dutch New OUinea borde r t here is probably a maximum population 
of between 5POO and 1 opoo. 

I t i s cons idered that patrol s from TELEFOLMIN should 
not ex tend our i nfluence fur ther s ou th t han the immediate 
s out h a i de of t he HI NDENBURG Range. While control in this 
a rea is necessary because of close relat ions with TELEFOLMINS, 
extension fur ther s outh would be overreachi ng . The KAM-
FEGOL~ IN wished to guide the patrol i nto t h e next ma jor group 
to the south but the patrol d id not preceed because of the 
above consider ation . 

It would probably be obligatory on tho J>dministra tio.a 
to af'ford these people protecti on in cas e of any hostile 
action b y groups f u rther south but such a poai t i on arising 
i s not anticipa t ed . The only danger in this di r ection i s 
from a group known as t he SELTAMIN who have previously p roved 
hostile to the F ;GOL!.!IN and INKIAKMIN t o the east. They 
have p r eviously threat ened hostility should t he local people 
b r j.ng a patrol into their area. Thei r of'fer has no t been 
accepted i n the past b ecause or the distance involved and it 
i s no t i n t ended t 'J a t tempt to contact them unless they offer 
physical hiatility to g roups alret.dy under influence. 
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ROADS &: TERRAIN. 

The URAPMIN maintain broad made tracks throughout their· 
area , These roads had been tended prior to t h e patrols 
arrival and were in go0d condition. 

There are two main routes which may be followed from 
the station to the URAPMIN a1' ea . The one used by the patro l 
cros ses t h e SEPIK r i ver on a short log bridge near the 
junction with the ILAl.l r iver . The other route follows the 
r oad t hrough the l ocal 'rELEFOLMIN vill ages and would be 
suitable f'or motor cycl e use as far as the SEPIK. The steep 
drop to c rosa the SEPIK and the difficulty of suitably bridg ­
i ng the riv er prevent the linking o:' this section cf the read 
with the wide t r ack on the other side into the URAPMIN area. 
The b ridge at this site was repai red for the patrols return 
journ ey f rom the FEGOLMIN and was found in good order. 

The track from the URAP MI N to the 'fIFALMIN is well 
main t a i ned ov er most of its length. A section near the 
URAPMIN end was l" ~glected and the people were instructed to 
dp s ome work on it . :a wa s pleasing to see that the TH'ALMIN 
had been a ttendi ng to their roads . 

From TIFALMIN on, the patrol travelled over native 
t rack s which at times wer e very difficult and rough, The 
r out e over t he HINDENBERG Range from the TIFALMIN sid e is a 
very sti f f c l imb made difficu~ by the sharp limestone en-
c ountered. The descent from MT . BLENTIN into the WOKEIMIN 
is extremely steep and requires the exercising of grea t 
cau tion. Fall en t r e e trunks and razor sh&.rp limes tone mak e 
this area most unp l easan t walking . Between WOKEIMIN a..'ld 
KAMFEGOLMIN the a rea is broken limestone ridges . l"rom 
KAMFEGOLMIN t o FEGOLMIN the country is broken and a little 

fl a tter but g i ves way to steep ridges and valleys as the track 
turns northwards towards the main Range. 

Crossing rivers presented no dif'ficul ties to the 
pat r ol. ?.lost of them were flowing at a low level. The 
KAM r iver between the two WOKEI MIN haml ets BRELANGAVIP and 
SOBOLMOROVIP is fast f'l owing and carries a large volume of 
water. The patrol crossed thi s by means of a large long log . 
This river c ould be dangerous if in :flood, In t he FEGOL!.IN 
area there are a number o:f wide rtreams which were waded. 
'rhese too would provide di:fficul tiec a f ter heavy rain. 

A feature of t he area south of the main range has 
been the bad wea th er encountered by the three patrols which 
hav e visited the area :from TELEFOLMIN . The Nolen and Booth 
pat r o l s reported not havi ng seen the s u n du r ing their stay s 
south of the range . Similarly this pat r ol was blanketed 
by clou d, fog and rain t he whole time . It is not known how 
far south the se weather conditions p revai l but they must be ,j 
taken into consideration if and when a Patrol Po e t is estab-
lished in the northern end of t h e KI UNGA Sub-Di s trict as t h e 
area would h ave no means of supply other than aircraft. 

No a.irtstrip si tee wer e l or J.ted i n the a rea but I 
believe KIUNGA patrols have l ocated possible ei t e e further 
south. Lake SOKOLBANG , di s cov ered bl[ the Boot h patrol, wa s 
inspected but is defi nitel y not suitable to fl oa t p l ane 
operations . 

There i s a good light ai1'craf't strip site al ongside 
the rest hou s e a t OKBI LAVIP i n the lower TH'ALl.!IN area . 
The :aaptist Mission intend buildin t is strip a t a lat er 
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date. 
ration. 

It should p rove of gr eat ass i stance to the Adrninis't-

CENSUS. 

The only group in which the census coula b e considered 
complete is the URAPl.IIN . Census attendance by thi." group is 
very satisfactory and when taken int:i cilnsideration ,v itll a 
sirrilar attendarce I'or the prev"\.ous p atrol indica,; .; tha t t he 
group are ready to cooperate with the Administration. 

Many new names were recorded in the TIFALMII\ census . 
The majority of these being in the BUJ;'ILl:' IN trite . There 
are probably numerous others still to be recorded. Attendance 
at the census was good and contJ.nuee the improvL1g trend re­
ported by the previous patrol . ' ·' Th e more experienced census 
e.tt• . .11ders proudly presented the newcomers to the patrol . 
Tl1e:t were commended for their efforts in bringing them in . 

The WOKl!:IMIN tribe was not censused. This group will 
prove difficult to bring together for census taking becaune 
of their wandering habits . If a patrol can coincide with 
some ceremonial occasion when the p<:Jople are gath ered in their 
main village then some accurate assesment of' their numbers 
will be possible. 

The previo•1s e3timate of 200 for the KAMPEGOL!.IIN group 
was not confirmed and a total of 77 names only was recorf.cd. 
Th:l.s will probably be incr.:ased to about 100 . The group is 
small and appe9.rs to be more compE.ct than the other tril:les in 
the area. They definately affirm tbat the village and people 
visited by the patrol are the only ones :_pf the tribe . I tend 
to beli ev-e them because they made tre patrol most welcome and 
appeared ve ry confident. They also rol~teered t he names 01 
a number of absentees without any hesitation whatsoever. 

The overall estimate of 750 made by the previous 
patrol for the FEGOLIHN group appears to be correct. Thie 
census recorded a total for the whole group of 671 and as it 
was an initial census with the excertion of the NINGLINMIN 
t r ibe there will probably be quite a number of new names to 
record on later patrols . 

The Il!.DALl.;IN and A'.LM,J<IAKLI N gro\tps live in scattered 
hamlets and i t i s quite possible that some hamlets may have 
been overlooked. 

The following is a summary of the census recorded. 

VILLAGE, 

KE!.10VIP ) 
nn:r;,,uv1P I 
I.iI!.lULDUVI P ~ 
IDUVIP 
1.AMIBFL 
DA.T'IBEL 

Q1l.9.\E. 
OKSIVIP ( 

A: .. I LT ,VIP 1 

DA:.CAN1.'I!l 

BUFIL:. I 
Total 

TRIBE 1'..QW: 

"'IFAL!.IIN 97 

'l'IF AL!,;IN 176 

TI,;ALl..IN 2~ 2 

'fi_•ALMHI 515 

UH.AF! IN lQl:!: 
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VIANGBINAVIP KAMFEGOLMIN 

TOTM· 

ll 

IMDAL!.IIN FEGOLMIN 

ATEMKIA.ID.:IN FEGOLMHl 201 

NINGLINMIN FEGOLMIN 
TotalFEGOL .IN 

Estimat ed WOKEI1.!IN ~ 

Estimated uncounted FEGOLMIN '.: KAMFEGOLMIN ~ 

Total est il"llited and counted of area patrolled. 12§1. 

LANGUAGE AW INTERPRETATION. 

Station interpreter SUNEI , UlM accompanied the patrol 
and was able to converse with ell the people vis ited. The 
p resence of this man in any pat r ol from TELEFOLMIN is a great 
asset . Hie service ·Ni th the Administrat ion since the estab­
l iehmm t of the station h.e.s n.ade his name synonymous with 
administration. 

All the g roups contacted speak variations of the 
TELEFOLMIN language . The general spread of this language has 
made contact with outlying groups much easie r than otherwise 
could have been expected. 

~· Salt as a general trade i tern thr ou ghout the area is 
invaluable . Beads and matches were also popular and should 
always be carried. No other small items we r e requested. 
The small common tomahawk is • accepted price for a small 
pig with the addition of var J sized knives f or larger pige. 

All t he groups eoutl• f the HINDENBERGS pos sessed 
(\ round headed axes of DUTCH origin which are gr eatly prized 
1 because of their high quality. The presence of these suggest 

a fairly well "!stablished trade r.:iut e south west across the 
I foothills of the STAR Mountains . 

'There is also a wel l developed t rade r eute south to 
people under control from KIUNGA . A man a t KAMl-'EGOLMIN was 

\ J'e~n v:earing s l i rt and shorts which had ori g~nated from this 

\ direction. 

REST HOUSES . 
Rest hous es , Police quarters and carriers quarters are 

provided in the URAP!.!IN and TIFALMIN area . These were all in 
fair condition and satisfactory . A new rest h ouse was built 
at OKS I VI P (TI F IN) as the previous one had a very low 
pitched roof which would soon prove useless. 

A rest house was commenced in the NINGLINMIN area of 
the FEOOL!1IN . ·~he area was chosen by the people themselve• 
and is as near as pos sible to the centre of the ~r·oup . 

No atteill')t was made to erect r est houses in the other 
areas. Thia wiil have to be pend€..i until suitable central 
s1 tea f o r the p eop l e to ga ther for patrols can be located. 
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The patroJ. endeavoured where ever possible t ·o follow 
the route of' t he pri,vious patrol in order to get a set route 
established so that roads can be definately C:.ef ined and 
permanent camp si tea chosen. 

CARRIERS. 
The majority of the carriers used were URAPMINS. 

With the exception of a few loafers they did a very good job. 
It must be stated that walking conditions j'ere not go od and thf 
weather was also very trying. 

A few experienced TELEFOLMIN carriers were used. 
These local carriers with thei11 great experience at the job 
would have few betters in this type of country. 

A few 'rIFALMINS were also employed. They lack the 
experience of the TELEFOLMINS and URAPMINS and found the 
going difficult at times. 

AGRICULTURE.& LIVESTOCK, 

Native food supp lies in all areas appeared to be 
abundant. The staple food i tern throughout the whole area is 
taro and each group has a number of additional i terns, some 
introduced and some indigenous. These consist of aweet 
potato, pumpkin, cucumber, sweet corn, sugar cane, various 
green leaves and sago. 

Meat is not a regular item of uiet . However pigs, 
cassowaries, possums and wallabies are hunted. The intro-
duced p ig strain is prevalent. in the URAPMIN and TIFALMIN 
area. This strain has also been traded into the FEGOLMIN 

area. 
A definite and pronounced system of shift i ng agric-

' 
ulture is c ommon practice throughout the area. The gardens 
take a long time to mature, six t o twelve months , and this 
probably accounts for the seemingly huge garden areas sighted 
by the patrol. Large i mmature gardens were seen in the 
WOKEI MIN area and the people were living near matured gardens 
further west. It is the practice of all these groups on the 
southern side of the range to move south to sago areas 1.n the 
event of failure of the gardens o r whi l e awaiting f or gardens 
to mature. 

The s oil of the ILAM valley (that is the western end 
of the TELEFOLMIN valley) occupied by the TU'ALMIN and URAPMIN 
is f ar more fertile t h an the soil around TEI.Eli'OLMIN station. 
These p eople had abundant supplies of large taro and sweet 
potato. However t h e valley is narrow and t he good quality 
soil is only l ocat ed in patches . The hillsides in many 
instances are bare rock and kunai . 

Thi e scarcity of good land is the main handicap to 
the introduction of a cash crop in the area around TELEFOLlllN. 
Whilst 1 t is more than likely that coffee would grow in 
selected areas the possibili t;J of finding land for cash 
cropp ing on an economic basis is very sli ght . 

HEAL'l'H . 
The patrol was accompanied to the URAPMIN and TIFAL!.1IN 

areas by Medical Assistant I.Ir. P . C. Roche . 



,...., The patrol endeavoured w!:lere ever possible t o f'ollow 
the route of t he pri,vious patrol in order to get a set route 
established so that roads can be defina tely defined and 
permanent camp si tee chosen. 

CARRIERS. 

The majority or the carriers used were URAPMINS . 
With the e:i.:ception ot: a few loafers they did a very g ood job. 
It must be stated that walking conditions jere not go od and tht, 
weather was also very t r ying. 

A few experienced TELEFOLMIN carriers were used. 
These local carriers with theie great experience at the job 
would have few betters in t his type of country. 

A few 'I'IFALMINS were also employed. They lack the 
experience of the TELEFOLMINS and URAPMINS and found the 
going difficult at times. 

AGRICULTURE.& LIVESTOCK. 

Native food supplies in all areas appeared to be 
abundant. ThFl staple food i tern throughout the whole area is 
taro and each group has a number of additional i terns, some 
introduced and some indigenous. These consist of sweet 
potato, pumpkin, cucumber, sweet corn, sugar cane, various 
green leaves and sago. 

Meat is not a i·egular item of diet . However pigs, 
cassowaries, possums and wallabies are hunted. The intro-
duced pig ctrain is prevalem. in the URAPMIN and TIFALMIN 
area. Thi s strain has also been traded into the FEGOLMIN 

area. 
A definite and p ronounced system of shifting agric-

ulture is common practice throughout the area. The gardens 
take a long time to mature , six to twelve months , and this 
probably accounts ro r the seem1.ngly huge garden areas Bighted 
b y the patrol. Large i mmature gardens were seen in the 
WOKEIMIN area and the people were living near matured gardens 
rurthe r west . It is the practice of all these groups on the 
southern side of the range to move south to sago areas in the 
event of failure of the gardens or whi l e awaiting for gardens 

to mature. 
The soil of the ILAM valley (that is the western end 

of the '£ELEFOLMIN valley) occupied by the TIFALMIN and URAPMIN 
is far more fertile than the soil around TELEFOLMIN station. 
These people had abundant supp lies of large taro and sweet 
potato . However the valley is narrow and the good quality 
soi l is only located in patches . The hill.sides in many 
instances are b are rock and kunai. 

Thi e scarcity of good land is the main handicap to 
the introduction or a cash crop in the area around TELEFOUIIN. 
Whilst it 1.s more than likely that coffee would grow in 
sel ected area s the pose ibili ty of finding land for cash 
cropp ing on an econor:ii c basis is very sli ght . 

HEALTH . 
The patrol wa s accompanied to the URAPMIN and TIFALl.1IN 

areas b y Medical Assistant Mr. P . C. Roche . 
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Anti-Yaws injections were given to these two group•• 
The .Inti-Yaws campaign in all the groups centred around TELIJ' 
MIN has now been completed and accepted without any heei tation 
by all the people. 

An attempt was made to explain the bene:tits o:t the 
medical attention available at the station native hospital to 
the FEGOLMIN and KAMFEGOLMIN. These people as ;yet do not 
visit the ho•pi tal for treatment. The URA~MIN a.n4 TD'ALllIX 
are aware of the benefits of' m~cal attention and the;:v do 
make use j)f the hospital. 

The health of the people visited was quite good. 
Numbers of FEGOLMINS and KAMFEGOLMINS voluntaril;y came :torward. 
for treatment and this was provided. 

R • .ArsmT· 
a/Assistant strict O:t:ticer. 



REPORT ON MEMBERS R,P,&N, G,C, ACCO!.!PANYING TELEFOLMIN 

PATROL N0,6 1957/58 TO URAPMIN , 'l'IFMMIN AND SOUTH CF 

HI@ENBERG BANGE. 

No, 6376 L/Corporal MARIAMBUN, 

• A aound and reliable N,C,O. who maintains a high 
level of conduct at all times, 

No, 6554 Constable WALAMAIWAI . 

An excellent type with wide experience in this area, 
No task too much, a very har d worker , Has passed N.c.o. 
Cours e and should get promotion, 

No , 3887 Constablfl SANGONDI , 

A doub tful quantity before the patrol but p roved 
he has the abil1 ty to do sound and rel 1able worK. 

No , 7403 Constable KUS!DNO, 

Continues to do ex cellPnt work. Definitely N,C, O, 
material . Pr obably the mo st uaeful member of the TELEFOLAIIN 
Detachment, 

No, 8975 Constable KUOFERA , 

Good worker , 

No, 9006 Constable NIGI . 

A quiet reliable type . Improving with experience, 

No, 9053 Constab:..e ARE . 

Has abili ty . Inc lined to be a know a ll. 

No. 9113 Constabl e PIANGA. 

Worked weJ.l, 

No, 9433 Constable MANPEKAI. 

Joung and very keen, Quiet and reliable , 

I feel obliged to add the following general comment 
on these members . Th.eir conduct at all times, in most 
trying conditions was wel l above average , Their work was 
performed at all times with admirable energy taking the 
condi tiono into consideration, 

R, AISBETT , 
a/Ass i stant District Of'f'icer, 
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