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Reprint from ScIENTIFIC AMERICAN MoNTJ-ILY of May, 19~1 

Science For The Millions 
By William E. Ritter, President of Science Service 

IT is sixty years since s.ince Herbert Spencer's discussion of 
the q11estion "What Education Is of Most Worth?" set English 
speaking people · to thinking as they had not thought before 
about the value of science and its claims to a place in popular 
education. 

Today. the problem of science in education has passed be
yond the stage of debate on the general educational value 
of this domain of knowledge and deals with such questions as 
that of finding a place for science in the common school 
curriculum; of what particular sciences shall be taught ac
cording to circumstances; how they shall be taught, and so on. 

Perhaps the master problem of all now is, How shall the 
great rank and file of the population be assured that minimum 
of natural knowledge without which prosperity and progress 
and happiness in the modern world are impossible? 

An effort to do something toward solving this great prob
lem has culminated in the establishment at Washington of 
an institution to be called "Science Service," the history of 
which is sketched here for the first time. 

"If we must have democracy we must have a more intelli
gent demos." These words were spoken just as the Great War 
was ending in such ruin of monarchic and autocratic govern
ment and triumph of sentiment and theory at least, of popu
lar government as had never before been seen. r ·hey were 
spoken by Mr. E. W . . Scripps whose whole life has been 
devoted to building up newspaper organizations, the published 
matter of which reaches millions, and the labor on which is 
performed by thousands of the demos. The utterance delivered 
from s11ch an experience had in it somewhat of misgiving about 
democracy. For better or for worse, democracy is inevitable. 
This being so, tl1e part of wisdom is to make sure that it shall 
be for better and not for worse. 
- Now toward one conclusion experience of all peoples and 
all ages points unerringly: Without a highly intelligent 
demos, a highly good democracy is out of the question. But for 
this age, and this stage of world progress such a conclusion 
is too general. ' The vastness and complexity of conditions 
under which modern men and nations exist are such as to 
demand intelligence in many different fields. 

The demand is not for theoretic completeness as to what 
intelligence ought to cover but for actiive effort in behalf of 
intelligence concerning those things and forces which are most 
distinctive of the times-those things which pervade it most; 
which are most potent in it. And what are those things? 
No broadly seeing, carefully thinking person who is likewise a 

. participant in the real life of the age, can hesitate over an 
answer: The things and forces which are the subject matter 
of physical science are the ones that dominate, and over
whelmingly dominate, our era. That this is the "age of science'' 
i8 acknowledged by everybod.y, even by many who deprecate 
the fact. 

So the practical but likewise philosophical man, Mr. Scripps, 
whose words were quoted above, having reached the conviction 
thus expressed, hesitated not at all _as to the general 
province in which effort should be made to increase the in
telligence of the demos. It should be in science. But it should 
be science in no paltry sense. It should not be science re
duced, as in many minds it is today, to the narrow, unhumane 
bounds of industrial technology. It should be science more in 
ihe traditional sense-in the sense of indisputable objective 
knowledge of whatever kind or source. 

But what agency should be used in this effort? Here is an
other saying of Mr. Scripps : "Whether for good or for bad ; 
whether we like it or whether we don't, ours is an age in 
which 'public opinion,' control by which reaches to political 
government, is made by newspapers-by the daily press-more 
than by any -other influence whatever.'' 

The public school? Undoubtedly a mighty factor for en
•lightening the masses in science as in all else. But the school 
touches directly and potently only children and youth. The 
great life-continuation school is the Press; and so rapidly and 
revolutionary does new knowledge come into the modern world 
and new forces play upon it, that education of youth in the 
elements and historic deposits of learning cannot at all answer 

the needs of modern peoples. Life-continuation education is 
vital. 

With such convictions; with such a business experience; and 
with such a · str11ctural foundation to build on, what more 
nat11ral than that a project for increasing the intelligence of 
demos in science by 1nea·ns of the journalistic press, should be 
conceived? 

So much for the germinal idea of Science Service. A little 
now concerning its coming into existence and its organization. 

The very essence of adult human living and of adult intelli
gence forbid that any major agency for life-continuation edu
cation should be philanthropic. Serious adult education must 
be an essential part of real life. It cannot be a charity. It 
must be a part of the whole business of life and so must be 
on a business basis. It must pay its own way. Like any 
other business it must have some capital and must earn money 
as well as spend money; indeed, it must, finally, earn at least 
as much as it spends in order to be a "going concern." 

But with such an aim as the contemplated educational enter
prise would have, earnings for profit in the business sense 
would be wholly incompatible. No individual should get 
money from it on any basis other than that of pay for service 
rendered. B11t just as the service rendered by the enter
prise to individuals or public should not be as charity, so no 
regular service of individuals to the enterprise should be as 
charity. 

Self-sitpported p·u,blic service should be the business motto 
of the undertaking. 

With such conceptions l\fr. Scripps has furnished the new 
enterprise a substantial initial or working capital. 

Another principle laid down by the initiator of the enter-
rise a -th t becau e cien-ce as to be its fleld, professional 

scientists ought to be chiefly, if not wholly responsible for its 
creation and operation. Only through the efforts of scientific 
men themselves, said l\'1r. Scripps, would there be the least 
chance of success for such an experiment. Not merely their 
endorsement of it and sympathy for it, but their willingness to 
work for it, would be indispensable. 

"I can do no more," he said, "than say to the scientists of 
the country, 'Here is the germ of an experiment in disseminat
ing science among the people, and some money for carrying 
out the experiment. But the experiment itself if tried at all 
must necessarily be tried by you.'" 

The accident, perhaps, of proximity, brought the idea thus 
outlined to the attention of the writer in the summer of 1919 . 

The matter seemed to him to contain such possibilities of 
good that he volunteered to bring it to the attention of the 
scientific men of the co11ntry as far as this could be done within 
the bounds of reasonable expenditure of time and effort. 
vVith this view he devoted two months during the winter of 
1919-1920 to visiting a considerable number of the chief centers 
of scientific research of the country and holding personal and 
group interviews on the subject with workers in science. A 
total of nearly three hundred men were reached, and, to a 
large extent, their views obtained. 

On the basis of this study it seemed justifiable to conclude 
that full fifty per cent of the scientific men of the United 
States were unqualifiedly favorable to such an experiment 
and were willing to help it on in such ways as they could ; that 
some forty-five per cent were hesitant, being impressed with 
the importance of a -wider knowledge of the results and meth
ods of science, but also with the difficulties in the way of 
success in such an undertaking as that suggested ; and that 
about five per cent were positively hostile to the idea either 
from conviction that it could not be carried out, or that if it 
could be its success would be useless if not harmful. 

The conclusions thus reached warranted, it was felt, efforts 
toward putting the idea into execution. The consultations, 
conferences and correspondence had up to date contributed 
one particular item of enlightenment for the first positive 
step. No new general large organization should be made. As 
far as possible organizations already in existence should be 
utilized. A widespread feeling was manifest among scientists 
that organization in science was already overdone. A small 
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corporate working body representative of existing organiza- I>r. D. T. l\'.IacDot1gal, Director, Desert Laboratory, Carnegie 
tions seeme(l the desirable thing. Institution of Washington, Tucson, Arizona. 

But even a single representative from each scientific so- Dr. J. McKeen Cattell, Editor Science and The Scientific 
ciety, were all those of the country to be counted in, would Mo1itlily, Garrison-on-l-Iudson, New York. 
make a body too large for the ends to be attained. Dr. George T. ~ioore, Director, l\1issouri. Botanical Garden, 

The immediate problem was, then, that of deciding what St. Louis, Missouri. 
few scientific societies are most broadly inclusive of the scien- Represe'nting The National Resea,rcli Council: 
tific interests of the country and likewise best fitted to further Dr. Vernon Kellogg, Permanent Secretary, National Re-
the public service aims of the projected enterprise. search Council, Washington, D. C. 

To deal with these and other formative stage questions, con- Dr. George E. Hale, Director, l\,fount '\V'ilson Solar Observa-
ferences of scientists and journalists were held dt1rirtg the tory of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, Pasadena, 
spring, summer, and fall of 1920, two at Mr. Scripps's home, California. 
Miramar, California, and two in Washington, D. C. 'l'he out- Dr. R. M. Yerkes, Chairman, Research Information Service, 
come of thes-e was the decision that The National Academy National Research Council,- Washington, D. C. 
of Sciences, T·he American Association for the Advancement Representing tlie Journalistic Profession: 
of Science, and The National Research Council were the or- Mr. Edwin F. Gay, President, New Yorlc, Even,ing Post Oom-
ganizations best fitted to serve as the preorganizational fo1tn- pany, New York City. 
elation for the new corporation, but that since the f'nterprise Mr. Chester H. Rowell, former editor and manager, The 
was to be vitally connected with journalism, the jot1rnalistic Fresno I~epublican, now member California Railroad Commis-
profession ought also to be represented. sion, Berkeley, California. 

Two important decisions as to g~neral policy were reached Mr. William Allen White, editor and manager Tlie Emporia 
by these preliminary conferences. One was that the educa- Gazette, Emporia, I(ansas. 
tional work of the projected corporation need not be restricted Representing the J-!J. W. Scripps Estate: 
in means to be used by the press, but might, as conditions l\,lr. E. W. Scripps, Miramar, California. 
should warrant, be extended to any instrumentalities whatever, Mr. Robert P. Scripps, Cleveland, Ohio. 
school and college founding and operating excepted. Dr. Wm. E. Ritter, Director, Scripps Institution for Bio-

This enlargement of possible agencies to be used had par- logical Research of the University of Calfornia, La Jolla, 
ticularly in view, though by no means exclusively so, moving California. 
pictures, lectures, and conferences. 'l'he funds of the corporation are not represented by stock 

The other decision as to polic3r concerned the fields of but their legal custodianship is a board of trustees the member
science to be included in the activities. After ample consider- ship of which is now coincident with the membership of the 
ation it was unanimot1sly agreed that at present "only subjects organization. 
in the natural and physical sciences and their applications" r_rhe officers of the Service are a president, vice-president, 
shall be within the scope of the corporation's work. The aim secretary and treasurer, and an Executive Committee of five, 
here was to exclude the humanistic sciences which, as now con- one from each foundation body, in the han-ds of which are 
ceived and, to a large extent practiced, are subject to much placed the detailed affairs of the Service. The vice-president of 
passionate controversy, largely because dealing with "groups the corporation is chairman of the Executve Committee. 
of material to which precise criteria of demonstrable evi- The first officers are: President, Wm. E. Ritter; ViCA-. 
dence cannot be applied.'' I->restdent -arnl- 0hai1ma of -the Executive- Commtttee, venrun. ~---

But the main outcome of these meetings ,vas a provisional I{ellogg; Secretary, Ro,vard vVheeler; Treast1rer, Robert P. 
organization co11sisting of six persons as follows: Dr. George Scripps . 
E. Hale, representing The National Academy of Scie11ces, Dr. The Executive Committee is: Chairman, Vernon Kellogg; 
D. T. MacDougal, representing The American Association for men1bers, Messrs. (]attell, Gay, l\1erriam a11d Ritter. Science 
the Advancement of Science, Dr. R. A. Millikan, representing Service has ope11ed offices at 1701 Massacht1setts Avenue, Wash
The National Research Council, and Mr. E. \''· Scripps, 1Vlr. i11gton, D. C., in the same building as tl1e National Research 
R. P. Scripps, and Dr. Wm. E. Ritter, representing E. W. Council. 
Scripps or his Estate. The first vital busi11ess to be done by the corporation was 

This provisional organization invited each of the three to select an editor and a manager, the two work officials 
foundation scientific organizations to nominate two additional which, it was 1>rovided, shoul(l be the initial operative portion 
members for the final corporation, thus to make nine scientists of the.service. 
in all from these organizations. It also provided that the After much searching and great weighing of needs and 
E. W. Scripps Estate should have three representatives; and, abilities, Dr. Edwin E. Slosson was chosen Editor, and Mr. 
finally, that the journalistic profession should be represented Howard Wheeler, Manager. 
by three members. It being found on inquiry that the field of Dr. Slosson's quite unique standing in America, as a fully 
journalism contains no organizations comparable with the three accredited scientist and at the same time as a litteratet1r of 
foundational organizations in science, the provisional organiza- distinction, made the final action in his favor decisive. Mr. 
tion requested Mr. E. W. Scripps to nominate the tl1ree repre- Slosson holds a doctor's degree in Chemistry from the Univer
sentatives from this field. sity of Chicago, and was twelve years Professor of Chemistry 

Provision was also made by the pre-corporation that as soon in the University of Wyoming, which position brought him into 
as the additional nominations were made, further meetings familiar terms with several other brancl1es of science. Follow
should be held for the purpose of giving the corporation its ing this he was for seventeen years literary editor of The 
completed working form. Jnde1Je1ident, New York. During this period he devoted much 

Tl1ese organizatio11al meetings took place in Chicago in De- time, with great conviction of the im ortance of the task to 
cernl:re , 1920, and 1n Wastli11g1.on in 1\1arcn, 1921-. --------w-ri~t~in_g __ p_o_p_u-;-lar science. Some of the main fruits of this 

The outcome of these was Science Service as it now makes period in the form of books were: "Great American Univer
its bow to the public, and declares itself to have one and only &ities"; "Major Prophets of Today"; "Six Major Prophets"; 
one central ambition, namely, that of serving the public in lives of Rumford a11d Gibbs; "Easy Lessons in Ei11stein"; and, 

• the broad sense of contribt1ting to its welfare, and not in the most notable of all, "Creative Chemistry." Lectures as Asso-
technical sense of syndicating scientific "stories" for its ~iate in the School of .Journalism, Columbia University, were 
own profit. also part of his activities in these years. 

The initial membership of th~ Service follows: l\lanager Wheeler's experience on the managerial side of 
Representin,g Th-e National ~4.cademy of ~';ciences: journalism has been quite as varied as Mr. Slosson's on the 
Dr. ~t\.. A. Noyes, Director, Chemical Research, California In- editorial side. The ·editor-and-managership of the San Fran-

stitute of Technology, Pasadena, California. c-isco Daily News; managers,hip of the Pacific Coast department 
Dr. R. A. Millikan, Professor of Physics, University of of the Newspaper Enterprise Association; managing editorship 

Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. of llarper'8 1t"'eekly ~· managing editor and later editor of 
Dr. John C. Merriam, President, Carnegie Institution of Ever11body's le[agazine; and war correspondent, constitute the 

Washington, Washington, D . .C. inventory of his journalistic activities. He is also the author 
Representing The Anierican Association for the Advance- of "Are We Ready?" a pre-war book on the preparedness 

ment of Science: question of the United States. 
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THE SCRIPPS INSTITUTION FOR BIOLOGICAL RESEARCtifj' 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN DI EGO, CALIFORNIA LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 

._~iss !L . B. 
a Jo la > 

• CX1 P)JS .......... 
1 . f . a •. i · r111 a. 

ear 1Ij_ss Sorin s: 

· ... e fo lovving is a memorandum of the :b ings iVe ?VeJ. e 
cussing tis morning . 

• is-

Seawall from the 
to the property ine. 
similar to the seawall 

present concrete wal in a s~1therly irecti n 
onstruction suggeste is the woo .ed type 

on t~e norti si e of the concrete seawa l 

oat ~·2 500 .oo 

P acing of a higl1 pressure v,,.ater system on the northern portion 
of the property so as Lo give additiona water an. good ire protec-
tio11 to t e 11 .. pper gro x of ... our-ces 1 200 . 

noo on laboratory buil ing 00. 
Expert exa~~ina .. tion of the pi .. r 00 . 

000 . 0\. 

Grad in_ , pe. ing an _ raining the 1 and rom t.,. e s011 h p..,..o ~ ert 
ine and lying est oft e p ved l1ig 1v1ay .,_o the Dj_- ector ' s Ho1.1se . 

T e g1--acling 1Joulfl requ.i e great dea o i t hau_ i11g a·1d 
movina- in or er tr~at + ~rraces mig11t be made tl1a t 1 11·1a.. p.cevent tha 
washing tl e .. t no. occ r , a d put t em i_ condition for planting . 

Draining rvould take e ·,a er from he ter·~aces and so remove 
the cause of the was in~. ,._, 

Pavin wo~ld be~ out the labor tory an museum b ilding . No 
general road vvork is suggestAd t at igl1 be cthan1~ed in the fu u·re 
work . 

ost ~~20 000 . 00 
• 

11aintenar1ce of n°vv gra ed 11vork per ;jear. 

C st <fu 2 000 . 00 

Enclosed are statemen so t e ~ears 1916 1917, g- 8, 1919, 
19 0 Jan.1st, 19 1 • 

cc/G 

.L:Jnc' osed is comps .. rison of Sta O gifts and S ripps gi "ts . 

Very sincerely your , 

a ~-<~ £ 4!?~ 
B .. sin:; ss I~anager . -



Statement of Scripps Institution 

Rec:eipts 

~ ta t e 7 500 , 
• :~egular 10 500 ...,cripps 

~undries,rents,&o 1,000 
..Li bra1---y 1,000 
Gifts ~· .Gala~nc es fr-om o; 

1913 _14_i_OOO 
34,000 

1914-1915 d. 

Balance 14,000 
State 7 500 
Scripps /regular 10 500 
Sundries,rents,&c 2,000 
Lcrip_t)S bldg. 8~ grounds 700 

34,700 

1915-1916 

Ba1.ance 8 1 200 
Gtate 12,500 
Scripps reg1.1lar 10,500 
Sundries,rents,&c. 3,000 
Scripps library 5,200 
Scripps bldg.& gds._ 2 800 

1916-191'/ 

Balance 
~tate 
Scripps regular 
Sundries rents,&c. 

191?-1918 

Balc.1.nce 
State 
university 
Scripps regular 
~undries,rents,&c. 
[cripps.Bldg & gds. -

42,200 

11 200 • 12 500 
' 10 500 

_5 __ , 70_Q_ 
39 ,. 900 

5, 5()0 
12,500 
5,000 
10,500 

5 2JO , 
2.,700 

41 400 

- - - - -
(~aines & Crandall - taken from 

old l)udget) 

1913-1914 Expenditures 

Sala.ries 
'i' ,'f • -4-
1.1a 1n t.i enan ce 
Balance 

1914-1915 

C' 1 . ua ar1es 
'iiJaint. Sal. 
fa.int. 

Library 
Bldg.& grounds 

Balance 

1915-1916 

Salaries ~.;cate 
!.{a int. ~al. 
"CTaint enance 
Libmary 
Bldg.& grouna.s 
Bala.nee 

1916-1917 

~alarie~ t:tate 
·\laint. Sal. 
: Iaintenance 
liibrary 
Elg. & g ... ounds 
Balance 

1917-1918 

Sal. Sta·te 
"' :-aintenance 
Library 
Bldg.& ground.s 
3alance 

7,500 
12,500 
14,000 

--
34 ,.000 

7,500 
5,200 
7,500 
4,?00 
1 600 
8 200 -----•---

34 '100 

12,500 
1,400 

10,000 
4 1.00 
3, 0()0 

11,200 
42,200 

12,500 
4,200 

15,000 
2 500 

200 

16 200 
19,000 

3,000 
':00 

.?...% 900 
41, 4-00 

-



1918 -1919 

Bala.nee 
university -
State 
Scripps reg·ular 
Sundries,rent,&c. 
Zelp State 
~cripps Special 

1919-1920 

Balance 
State 
University 
&undries,rent,&c. 

·' . - . rt • 
j_;;. l, . ucripps 
E <.' • • .:_) . .. .,, cri l)P s 

1920-1921 C:b,n.lst 

.Balance 
State 
Uni ve111 si ty 
Sundries,rents,&c 
E. Scri~.p-s 
E'": E. Scripps 

Ba .Jan.1st 

~~eoeipts 

2,900 
5,000 

l2 500 
9,000 
6,000 
3,000 
1,.8.QO_ 

40,200 

4 500 , 
17,500 

5,000 
5 700 

14,000 
9, o---Jo 

55 700 t 

7,?00 
8,750 
2 500 , 
4 4.00 
6,800 
_4,500_ 

34 650 , 

10,900 

-2-

1918-1919 l:xpenditures 

Sal. State 
:_laintenance 
I..1ibr&ry 
1:e1p 
Boat 
Balance 

1919-1920 

State Sal. 
,.i .. ain"t, enance 
I ibra.ry 
Scripps Librtiry 
Sal.& Boat 
~balance 

1920-1921 Jan.1st 

Jtate 
:/Ia int en an ce 
Scripps Lib.etc. 
Uni • ~~Ia int • 
Library 
Scripps sal. 

17-, 500 
16,000 
1,500 

500 
200 

4 500 - -- --40,200 

20,000 
14,000 

2$000 
2.000 

10,000 
7,?00 _ 

55,'700 

9 000 
8,800 
1,300 
2,900 

650 
2 000 

23,750 

State now gives for maintenarce 
1\1iss :~cripps gives for 1nain·tene .. nce 

,;22 , 500 per year 
9 QQQ Tl ff 

-----------------------
The present estimuted value of the land,buildings and equipment is pl~ced 
at ;;;s3CJO, 000. 

______ ..,... ___ ---- --~------- -
:.Ir .Scripps has giv·en various sun1s for specific tems that are of a teTnpo1"ary 
nature. ~hese are included in the general statement. 

---------------------
"f"ainteno.nce composes segregations as follovvs: 

Boat, Laboratory, Sumne1~ Lab oratory; Supply; Gent~raJl :taint . : 
Professional t·Jork; lJabo1·atory sala1"ies; Scripps ;·:alci.ries . 

I 

- -~ - - - ........... -- - - --- - ,._,_ - - - -- -
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S rip s Institution 
• Biolo y of the cean • 

• Naming f or1.ns 

b. Abundance of form 
c. Seasonal migra ions 

d. ]1arke"'- s11rveys 

e. Kelp 

. -'- .. 
l ,le~• 

Index t ocean pasturage. 
uantity, character, effect. 

I dex possi.b e quan+i y of fi Bh 
Jndex to fish migM~tiOilv and food · 

·oos ibilities. -
Tnfor~atio bureau on future pos-

sl11ili'ties. 
I for1nati on for companies. 
ontr0 ~bes. 

2. FJ ograp~ of Ocean 
Temner t~res .... 
Salinties 
Densit~es ) 

limato ogy 
nai temper~tures 

easonal ocean temps. 
Evaporation rte 

Index to ocean urrents 
Index to animal movements 

dex minimum temperat re following 
day. 

Index rainfal following winter. 
In ex for ,,vater and electric cos. 

4 • 11 ~et. od o 1 o ,.._,,. 

5. 

q_-c~ations ) 
r or11111la ) 

~unetics and Eeredi~y 
Hybridization ~x~'. 

Epi eps ~ 
Transp ntation forms 

olor analysis 
Environmer1t 
Birth records mice 

Indexes used for 
Number animals ~oroba le ..... 

Temper tures, etc. 

Der:vation of snecies-Stock -breeding. 
Index to imilar condition in man. 
In ex to ereditary tendencies. 
J:Jew ·techniqt1e for vork in eredi t 
Heredity data 
Seasonal sex relations. 

6 • Te ac J.inf> 

7. 

Instru_ction at the U .. iv. of Cal .• 
.... os -gr 1~ate ork i .. 

Genetics nd Her~:;ty 
H:drograp y and Bio ogy 

Suppl~ Dep rtment 
U .Lj. ersi ie s 
High c1.ool 
Su·o 1 House -

~ -
Pu ting Pacific cea 
into the hands of our 
an tu ents. 
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8. 

- -
.,. /If" 

liiUSeu 
Col ections for special 

stu 
Instruction to ourists 

by competent guide. 
Inf orrnation 

9. P1.1 lici ty 
Publicit Secretary 

Fe s u wr rticles 
l agazin'-6 ar icles 

ul e ins 

o. Visiting Scie.tists. 
U .iv. f California. 
U_iversities general y 

1. Science Tectures. 
Seminars 
Public Lectures 

~ 

Explor tion of lorth acifi. 

sp~ci 1 st 1d.ent 

15,COO persons in 1920. 

Determining names of forms 
for students, commercial 
bodies, etc. 

Sending articles reg11lQrly to 
0 ~alifo nia pa ers. 

Favor vivjsection 
Conserve ion nlants nd nimals ..... 

and natural beauties of 
II at iona Parks. 
pecial pro ems in biology. 

Vacat:Lonal studies. 
v~uc_ information for little 
outlay o. problem of inter
est to our tate. 

Bure u of Plant Bio ogy 
,eather Bureau 

Bureau of Soils. 

Discussion practical probl m 
Presentation practi al problemso 

1. Cooperating with other institutions ti~ are ttack·ng the real 
problems of 

Distrib#u.tion . nd control of 
anima s of Pacific 
Race prob ems, nthropology 
Bottoms udies, a ths 
temper tures, etc. 

c. u.s Bureaus. 
U.S. '.o~t er ureau 
U.S. Bu eau of Soils 
•• Bureau o Biology 

D. Conservation 

• 

C~~i ornia edwoods 
IJational Parks 
Loca aters 

Court estimony 
Sark Food Caqe 

• 

n~ernation 1 coope ation 

I mr.rii grat ion 
Cable lines, fishing areas. 

nform tion, vice and ·ooperation 
Coll bar tion. 
Labo atory ~~ace. 

1ews~ a er an magazin art·vles 

Coper te wi h otLsr loca societie 

Federa 
Federa 

G 
Courts. 
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J.C. HARPER 
CURTIS HILLYER 

ATTORNEYS 

SIXTH FLOOR, SCRIPPS BUILDING 
(MAIL ADDRESS, P. 0. BOX 1373) 

SAN DIEGO. CAL. 

Prof. William E. Ritter, 
LaJ oll -• California. 

My dear Professor: 

June 7, 1921. 

• 

Iv!iss 1~:11e11 B. SoriIJPS has autmrized me to sta1:; e that she 

will provide ~~9000 for your salary and tl1e vvork of the Scri11pa 

Institution fer Biological Research for the year beginn.ing July 1st, 

1921; the same to be paid in monthly installments and to be e-ondi tioned 

on no debts being incurred and expenses rigidly kept within income. 

1\pproved: 
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Sincerely yo11rs, 

J.C.HAR.PER. 
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• 

THE SCRIPPS INSTITUTION FOR BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 

1:r . J 
T , Jol 

" 

C h . , ... .,_ e .. r -I ; __ ,,_c ... ,.._ C . 
a J_if r)r -1. i- a~ 

n accor-.. b..nce ."rl th , Olll"t l"e .ues-t of tl e otJ:-1er .... . t" . + ..fl ]) 'R • -I- ... -· 11· /I , e e 11 , \?!a .r1 -: e ass 1 s u a11 c e o I r • ... .. i - u e _ an a. ... 1" • :. 
Anta.,Gi ve pl '1ns for a tem~po_ ary ~ a .L1e:r.·rn nent l 

, 1921 . 

evenin.~- , I hc.i. c 
l.en , d ~ a,~.1 ·_11g- -1.1p 
.oratorJ bulling . 

The _,urpc1se of one of t11ese l)11i .ir1gs 1~·01Jld be to s11p_Jl, ... 
room o:... s ; ctd.en ts :1110 \Jou. 1 ct 1J e . ,rol1~n t r e~e ) - tbe ·c1ni v er si -'G ,._, 

11mrn 1 r essj_o11 f )'":~ 1J1 ork i11 .11 -rine .i o ogy , an_ lso n1ore rooms 
,.. t f . . . . -f • • . t, t t :ro ~. ~ .1.e 1.1.se o visi i11g sc1e11JiS1iS as bit ne J)~cesen. , 10 are no -
ab e to ace orr1r.n0date alJ~ 11ch a: PP--Y d11r•ii1g t~1e s1ln1rne1~ ti1ne . 
Tb.e s· ructl:.r e t1a · i11ig:ht be a_ecidecL u.pon ,r,ou. a_ be 11sec entirely 
for the en ..... ·.1gement a .. nd e1.eve ..... opn1ent o tr1e 1 ... egula1 ... marjne p1'"'ogra1rt 
111ich has b-en held i11 viev.r #or mEt11y ye -rs , a:r1d Vihic I -feel it 
i~ d.:..sir able to continue iI the Scripps Institutj_on is to rem in 
a vital factor in tl10 ,~orlr of tJ. e ·1ni ersi t~r . 

Enc lo sect you v1i 11 find an. e stin1a.te o the materials necessar!1 
to f11~ ·nisl1 the building su.cri as is s110"'!ll by ··11e floor p l e.n . Tr1is 
estimbwte n1it:~·ht be reci;_ced. ~for t}'1e emporary~ b11i_1iYJg b:r about, one 
1'2a f . The ~ 6ffil)01" ary bU:i 1 a.i ne, ·vv}·_i C _ I }1a ,, e OU t l . _ ... e ..... , it>..) ? lf 'l ,n.O tt J .. d 
cost abou~ ~i r: , 100 _ permLnent; bu.il ing 9

• ,11.J. cost about ~~;22,0C10 .. 
In ther VJO ro~c , tenrpora rr.r , ,~Joocten s· rv~c 1:.u:r.~e \rritr1 eq_v~i~ime ~t v·o11ld 

T! • 

cost but l, 5 , 000 , 1Jl1ile a ~perrne .. r.tent b1} .. ilv.ir1g r.011formir1.g: to the 
gene1~ 1 cha r cte1. ... of 011.r pre.:e 1.t pern1 11e11t b11i J_di11gs, ·v,i t 1 e 1. ~1j_1)rne11·t , 
vvou a. 0 st ab 011t d:)30 , 000 & Tl1e 8 e f i3 11:· es .. -r ou 1 .:. 1L.YJ. er st c.. .. r1 ; , ::i: e 
rJugl1 estimates , bu-'G I m sat is. ied. ·tI1.at the ,102~1r ar1 be one \l\'i.t i11 

them . 

Te bui ~ing a s contemp~ated 1 either as a permanent or tem~o~~ry 
one 1 V:·ou d consist-: of or1e J~r'l,""'ge genE;ra1. lab ora tory ;i t11 si~orerc} ms, 
tvio smal 1 er labo :t'a··t; ori es Ior VJ 01,.. · in err1b_-:,ology and nini8. eha ,ri or, 
toge~ 01 ·vri tl1 storel°'Ooms , and abou. o_o zer1 sn1a,ll in i" ia_u' 1 \f.?O:t.;.: 

,, • • .J- • .. ..L • t rooms ~or v1s1~1ng in esLig tors . 

Tru1o ... r1~ing tha t 1~ is VJi 11 put i:t: SLLa·:;e fi ga1"e s vvhj_c}1 vr.i 11 gi -e 
- 1J11 t1e opportu.11it fo · prop ·r prese11i-ati .. on to !1iss .__.crj~PPA , .... arn 

• 
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J.tr. J. o. HarpPr, 
La Jolla-, California. 

Hy dear Harper: 

Yours o-r October 3Yd at b.and. 

;t_.1:o~t Astoria, 
liaw tork, N. Y •• 
October-14th. 1921. 

, 

In a. talk I hail iith Dr. Ritter Jus°t before leaving he ~esanted to 

to eo 1tinue trw tr v1-0rlt, I was 1nol1Jied to tvit.bdraw, or rerna.111 v1ithdl•a,vn~ trom 

the institution's activities 1n1t11 after ti.ie University, ar rati1er its Re ..... -nta, 
_,.,. 

I thouf;tt tt ms possible t.htlrt I wow.a meet President Barrm1s somel1me 

during · t.he SUJnl'Il'jr and talk matters o,er ,vith Mm. 

It Jla.s seemed ·to 111e from tlw fttst that tl1e Scripps Institution for 

Billoi,toal :t1esearch lias been a sort at troub,lesone stepchild to the Umversity. 

'!.his plan 01 holoi:o.g a st.Wmter school at the institution did not arouse 

· any enthu.s1asm in me. 

ne idea of tJ1e sw. ner sohool pre.sents itself to ~11e' a.a one or attempting 

to po.~ularize or advor·tise en institution tllat ha.d hlt11ert.o f~--ilea to t-nin 

01 .. \VQrk$hop. 

corrupted a.nd made of little or no val 10 as a pu lie ae~t by its attempt to 

uild.. ur, a large ~usi . ss. s.o it seems to . that tl:t.e Scripps Institiition for 



. 
.-

B1olog1oal Research will be diver-ted trom the aim that . I liM a.lwavs had 1n 

• 

teaching institution. • 

.In my will I haw JJ.t.~de a sort ot conditional l?J"OVii:)ion. for the f·uture 
-

o-£ the institution. I 1'b1tlk there is no doubt but that I would. oha.nge my W1ll 

·tn tllia respeot 1ft the 1nat1tution would even get ~a1rly stnrted in the way 

ot becoming a department ot_ the Unive1~s1t1 devoted to teaching. 
-

Now you know 1n one respect Ellen and I have · distinctly opposite 

v1ewa. 

Ii' Ellen shou.ld predecease me b.?ld I should be · to ~ considerable 
' . 

extent her heir, I realize l would be bound to continue doing much the saroo sort 

of th1?1.ib~ tllDtt am JUJ,S been doing iuid wi~l probably contintte to do. 
. . 

l think it ia quite possible that her request to you to write me on 
\ 

tl1ia subject ,vas really a request for advice from me • 

My advlce to her, if it is really desired, is 1liat by complying ~1th 

the wisl1es ot Dr. Ritte1.1r in this tmrit·ter of tll8 an:.tnrter' school her action w-111 
. 

be consistent with. tho germral trer1d of her altru.is-tio efforts. 

· _I tn1gl1t also say that '1JlY' own actions relative to my handling of anything 

I may inherit t.rom her \vlll be inflt.Wnced by ,vho.t she does or doesn't do in tJ1e 

p:t"e sent case. 

lleally t.fw sor1pps I11Stitution exists by reason of \Vhat Ellen has done 

and therefore I t .hir.nt a.be has u peculiar right to use influenoo in molding the 

future ot this institution acoordi11g to l1er awn views. 

I , have on a n1..nnber of oocasions had , to a.o1"J:10 1ledge that Ellen is a 

more successful ~iver t.r12.n I have been or oan hope to be a.nu. tlat therefore 

it is more 'fit -that I should be influenced by her opinion than tl1' t she should 

be intlue11oed by mim -
-

On Dr. Ritter's aooount I \71sh tbil.t I could give him more entl1 usiastic 

support 1n his · present plari t:t1an I am oi11g in this letter. 

Yours sincerely, 
"tJ. Ser ipj)S. 



• 

• 

• 

l am havillg B'tteh an agt-eeable tiIL~ now in the e~st and .find that 

there is • o lDl.l.Ck _ interest 1.ng einplo~nt for w i1e~e that ~-m,.q rema~an several 
. . 

1r10nths longer ill the east thae12 I wa1 e-x.pected to b7 others when -1 lef"t the 

coast. , . 

' 
The ae-eessiou tr-om the co1icern ·cf the -·llestern papEi1·s has not onl7 

shifted the oantre ot balJJJloo of 'i4Y ~l'S0,11.Q.l interests but t J,,e htllll11iation EWd - _ 

mortif1oat1on thfi.t I have e11counte1,.ed in the 1liest cauaes me to have a :reeling 

Ila 
EBS 
RlB 

• 

X doubt 1f I \VOuld ever aga.ui oross the Roolq Mountaina were it not 

f 

, 

/ 

; . 

• • 
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President David P. Barrows, 
University of California, 
Berl~ el ey , Califor11i a. . 

~Iy a ear President :Sa1~rows: 

, .J 
~ 

ecember 3, 1921. 

This ye I brings me to the age fixed upon by the R~gents 

of the University, l i sely I think , as tl1at at which academic 
• 

officers of the University shall give VJay fox younger men . 

You l1ave assured me t11at vvl1ether I retire novr or not shall 

fa optional Vii th myself . This co11sideration on your part I 

greatly· appreciate si11ue the retirement rule is , as I tL'lders~cand. , 

self-e:itecuting , t 1e Rege11t s reser,,ing the 1--ight, hoN ever, to co11-

tinue the retiring officer fol"' a period . 

The enterprise of iliich the Scripps Institution is t1 e 

present expression has had the best part of my life . It is, 

consequently , impossible that I shou d put it aside vi tho·ut gi v i11g 

its fu_tu_re useful 11ess a.1:a_ \\relfare much earnest thought • 
. 

Having dor1e thiu, and hs .. ving thought in the same vay abo12t 

obligatio11s and opport1.1ni ties before me outside of· the Institution, 

I am u_able to reac. m1y other conc1usion than that the retire

ment rule shou d be permitted to take its course. 

I therefore recµ est that .,Gl1e necessary steps be taken to 

place rne on t11e retired list of the Uni ve:. sity at the end of the 

present year , June 30, l 22. 
I 

Very sincerely yours, 

( igned) 7m. E. Ritter. 


