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Bcnorable Ed Fletcher, 
Senator 4oth District, 
State Capitol, 
Sacramento, Cali tornia. 

Y;y dear Senatora 

STATI!: Of" CALIFORNIA 

1}qzu bntltl nf ~lie 'Jlorlut 
SACRANENTO 

lla.reh 18, 19~5 

Subject: Lake Hodges Dam 

• 

I :ve 70ur letter ot Karch 14, requesting the record or the Department ot 
Pnbl i c lforks re.1arding the Lake Hodges Dam, and asking rrq view ~ th regard 

' 

to your bill now pending in the Legislature relative thereto, Senate Bm No. 
6. 

• 
• 

Attached hereto is cow ot a memorandum prepared by the State Engineer 1 
giving in detail the department record concerning the dam. Reviewil:lg this 
record briefly tbe plans tor the dam ere approved b7 the State tbro~h w. F. JlcClure, State Engineer, in 1917. The construction was regularly 
inspected and approved by' Kr. cC1ure and on Je.nU8.17 31., 1919, be approved 
the structure. Sh~ attar coD(lletion or the dam, question as to its 
stabllity was raised, and since tnen msey engineering investigations and reports 
concerning it have been made. The State Engineer in 1929 recoumeuded reinforce-
ment b)"' bracing or the buttresses of the dam. 

In .tugust 1929, the new law governing supervision or dams became effective and 
in Janu.a.ri 19SO, the City ot San Diego f'Ued application ri.th the State EngiDeer 
tar approval ot Late Hodges Dam. The State Engineer advised that approval 

. could not be given without terial. repairs, and in .tugust 1951 issued a formal 
order directillg that repairs be made. The City- ot San Diego tailed to comply 
with the order .and it was taken to court b.1 the State Engineer, rtrst to the 
Fourth Matrict Cou.:-t ot Appeals, which denied the issuance ot a writ ot mandate. 
On J.'qfUBt a, 19S21 a petition was f'Ued by the State in the Superior Court ot 
San Diego Comt7 to enjoin the use ot the structure pending satistae~ 
COIIPletion ot tb8 .-ark necessary to reDder the dam safe for use. This action 
is a+JJl pendi.Dg, havillg been deterred trom tiM to time awaititlg the result 
ot negotiations amoqf the ~ested parties to finance the :1ecessary work. 
~ b1ll ns introduced in the 19SS Legislature to authorize State ~ticipation 
1D the financing at the work, which waa approved by' the .lssemb:cy ~t f'aUed or. 
~sage in the Semte by' a veey parrow margin. . . ~ . 
ID October 19SS an ~tion was tlled bT the Cit1" ot Ban Diego tor approva1 

"'"""'.., tbe plans ~or stri~ the buttresses of the dam. These plans and, 

• 

Honorable Ed Fletcher 
2 

specifications wore approved on December 13, l9~S. The estimate or cost s•mmitted 
b,y the City tor doing the work is $180,000. 

The dam is considered unsato b.1 this department on the basis of ~ comprehensive 
and competent reports. Under the law tho department has no recourse but to compel 
by all means in its power the removal or the menace which exists. The department 
has formally ordered the necess~ repairs and has instituted court action to 
cozcpel compl.isnee with its orders. The necessity for the additional ork is not 
seriously questioned, but the City has been unable thus far to arrange the 
necessary financing. It is true that the State through the State Engineer 
supervised the construction or the dam when built and a~roved it atter construc-
tion. Legnlly this does not commit the State financially to the cost or msldq: 
the dam sai"e. Ho .ever, a good argument cou1d be made that the State is morall;r 
committed to assist in the work, and certainly the State is concerned in seeing a 
crave menace to lite and property removed, a~n speaking for this department it 
intends to use every means at its com:nand to ..: ~e that this is done. 

I hope that you Tdll be able to arrange tor the immediate repair or the Lake Hodges 
Dam and tne elimination or the menace now existing. 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

Veey truly yours , 

-
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Ed Flet~er Oompanr 
1020 9th Avenue 
San Diego 1, Ca11tor.n1a 
Dear Hr. Fletcher: 

Reterenoe 1a made to your letter dated January 5, 
1953, requesting certain information concerning the collec-
tion ot Federal gasoline taxes in Calitornia and apportion-
ment ot Federal fUnds tor highway construction in California 
covering the last t1ve years. 

The tolloving data as drawn trom the latest 
available statistical. tr..bles prepared b7 the United States 
Bureau or Public Roads. 

Estimated Amounts ot Fede~al Motor-Vehicle 
Excise Taxes Paid by Highway Users 

Calendar Year Motor Fuels Other Excise Taxes 
1947 ·~8,998,000 s.s,6as,ooo 
1948 0,486,000 .59,096,noo 
1949 42,20.5,000 66,J?2,000 
1950 4.5,292,000 78,964,000 
1951 42 1Bso.ooo z~.J2~.ooo 
5 Yr. Totals 1216,8)1,000 I339,Sl6,ooo 

Totals 

$94,68J,OOO 
99,582,000 

108,5?7,000 
~4,2~6,000 
122 1 2 2.ooo 

IS56,J4?,ooo 
The aboTe •other Exo1se !axes• include taxes on 

lubt-1oat1ng o11, automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, busses, 
trailers, parts, accessories, tires and tubes. 

The excise tax collections are taken into the United 
States Treasur,y ·aa general revenue and are not earmarked tor 
any spec1t1o purpose. 

Apportionments ot Federal tunda to California tor 
road, street and br14ge oonstruot1on covering the t1ve year 
period between Jttl7 1, 1948 and June ;o, 1953, are as tallows: 

• 

.. ' . - .. 

Ed Fletcher Oompanr 
1020 9th Avenue 
San Diego 1, Oal1torn1a 

F1aoal Year Ending 

June JO, 1949 
June 30, 1950 
June 30, 19Sl 
June 30, 1952 
June 30, 1953 

Total 

-z- Januaey 9, 195) 

Apportionments 

• 0 
22' 68:3, 091 
23,?12,556 
29,554,952 
29,016,771 

No Federal tunds were apportioned tor the fiscal . 
year ending June 30, 1949. 

The above apportionments include Primary, Urban, 
Beoondaey, Federal Lands, Emerg noy R Uet (Flo '18 ot 1950) 
and Forest Highway Funds. 

It 1s not~d that the exo1se taxes colleot~d in 
Cal 1torn1a are considerably in excess ot the tunds appo ·-
t1oned to Oal1torn1a. However, your attention 1s directed 
to the tact that under present legislation there 1s no tie 
between these excise taxes and apportionments tor highway 
construction. 

Should you desire turther information oonoern1ng 
highway matters in Oal1torn1a, please communicate with us 
and we shall be p~~aaed to accommodate you. 

• 
' 

Yours very truly, 

G. T. McCOY , 
State H1ghwq Engineer 

• 
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