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• .rom ·r.. Eaoon, 
Assistant City Hanager, 
San Diego. Cali't. 

dear • Bacon: 

.. 
• 

.June 21, 1915. 

• 

EnClosed 'tind copy o~ letter written to tho 

Ci\Y or San Diego on December 24, ~914, which Jfi!J.'Y be o't interest. 
• 

I received a copy o't tl'e resolution passed by the City Counc il 
• 

::b:'! 21st day o~ Deceuber, ::tnd tm above was my nn~wer. 

Under th~ae oircumatancea, I feel th1t I hlve a perroot 

r1 t to tte d that the city ta~o mlter during the month or 
.rune. You baTe talked to a friend o~ mine on this aubjoat. and, 

w 11le I believe :tou are absolutely sincere in :;our opinion, I 

nt j ou to hear noth aides ot t~ question, and I roel that I 
• 

can t a square deal from you. , 

After the first ot J'uJ.y, tl'ere io no o ligation on the part 

or the City to bu·· any n.ter tror11 ue. On tm otmr mnd, if we 

c:. -:, be ot service in an er.ergenoy, you nt~od not roBi tuto t n ·call 

Upon ua • on d e ttill the 11..., t to mlp lir. Loo~ood and yourool! 

• in your "rJUBgement ot the city attairo. 

Yours Tar; truly , 

CUYAJ!ACA ':TATJ'!H COl.D'AltY, 

Ui111ger. 

U OP OI'UATJOH 

• 

• 

OPERATING DEPARTMENT 

CITY or 8AN DIKOO, c:AU,OIIINIA 
NAIH OPriCIIl Ctrt HALL. 

NOV'!mb~r 22, 1915 • 

Cuy~mncn Wqt~r Comnuny, 
9 24 l~ighth Str~~t • 
SAN DI'ECO, CAl.IF. 

ATTENTION F. ! ~ FAUDE, A3GT. LtGH • 

D')~r Sir: 

R'!'Plying to your fqvor of 1;ov':!rnb'!r 20 r~­
gArding th~ p~rc':!nt~g~ of lo~~ i n our coll':!ction~ I 
hop'l th qt th'! following inform'l tion 'Nill m'!~t your 
ri 4!1:1~ nri s • 

Th'l r~cords i n thi9 offic'! s how t h·tt only 
9bOLtt $3CO.CC h~s b~'!n lo~t in b·ui qccount9 in t h '! 
l~ gt t\VO Y'!~r'l. ·t~ h!:l V'! now on r.ur books t:lbout 
31,000.00 of outst~n~ing qccounts but w~ con 9id~r 
t hfl t t h is is 1111 s oocl ~'3 w~ r':!fu~'! to r; iv'! q ~rvic'! 
tlntil ..,"lCJt ·oi).lg rl~V~ b'!'!n 'P~ itl U!J • 

Ev~n if to~ ~bov~ ~m ount~ w~r~ b~d b ill9 
it would only r ~pr~q~n t 'lbout on~ t d rd of on~ n ~r. 
c~nt. of cur totql coll~ction~ f.or t h '! y~qr, ?J 
yo1.1 cqn 13~~ our loqCJ would l ) CJ ~o 9 "nq) l ~ CJ t o )' 'l!:dly 
il ~ c ·; " g itl~r~rl. 

• 

• • 

.IOHNL.8ACON 
MilT. 1110"- O,._,..TJON 

.. 

I t ru9t ~h '! ~hov~ will giv~ yo z t11 ~ i nform~ tion 
rl~CJi r~ rl . 

R~9n~ctfully you rl3 1 

JI,3-F 

... .,._ ~,.--~· 
__. .... & -...~ ..... • -r-- .......... 0 

~,. · · rc V;1 ~ ~·., • cu IJ ,;,.I .-...• 1. 1 b 
-·· . r- ' •. :t .- ..tP. . ---··· J ... , •'·. -·-·-·- - . . . . - ·-· 
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June 15, 1921. 

' 
I 

Mayor John L. Bacon, . 
San Diego, Cali f ornia. 

• 
tty dear Mr • Ueyor : 

Agreeable to our verbal understanding 
the day we made the trip over the Cuyamaoa System, and to 
Sutherland damsite, I submit tl1e following information 
for your consideration: 

. Leaving out all peraonali ties, the question 
is - what is the cheapest and most permanent plan 
for developing an additional supply of water £or 
the complete control of tlle San Diego River :for 
the City of San Diego, considering its finances? 
Shal1 we build El Capitan Dam, or in lieu thereof, 
build Mission Gorge and acquire the Cuyamuca System? 
And, by so doing furnish transportation, for fort~ odd 
miles, for the water that can be ac quired from Suther-
land, the headwaters of the Santa Ysabel River and 
now controlled by l!r. Henshaw. 

After a thoro investiga tion by the u. s. 
Reclamation Service, the records show a net safe 
yield of 7.6 million gallons from Sutherland and 
6.3 million gallons from Cuyamaoa, or a net safe yield 
of approximately 14 million gallons daily. 

This does not include 5 or 6 million gallons 
of water that can easily be secured during years of 
drought by pumping from the El ~onte gravels from 
our El Monte pumping plant in case of neceasi ty. 
Attached hereto is oopy of ezhibit of the Cuyamaoa 
Water Company at the last hearing before the State 
Railroad Commission, showing the amount of water 
stored in the El Monte gravels, with a net safe yi.eld 
of 4 million gallons daily. ~a preo~nt coat of 
pumping this water is bet~een S and 4 cents per 
thousand gallons. 

I am satisfied t118t the Sutherland damsi te, 
the reservoir site, the riparian rights of diversion, 
the oost of construction of the dam and a conduit to 
a connection with the Cuyamaca System at the proposed 

PINK HIL.L.• 
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Fletcher damsite, together with the acquisition of the 
Ouyamaoa System, and its reconstruction complete, will 
ooat not to exceed i6,ooo,ooo.oo, or, roughly e400,000 
per million gallons daily net safe yield, as compared 
to the cost of the present oity water of approximately 
1,000,000 per million gallons daily. 

Mission Gorge dameite, reservoir site and pipe 
line to a oonneotion with the lower levels at Old Town 
can unquestionably be ao~uired and constructed for not 
to exceed $2,000,000 to ~2,500,000. 

I want to emphasize especially this fact, that 
within a period of two or three months, we e:x.pe ct to 
close a contract with the Escondido Mutual Water Company 
to furnish Escondido with 5,000 acre feet of water from 
Warner's dam. This would mean the immediate construction 
of Warner's dam, and there will be a surplus of, roughly, 
20,000 acre feet which Escondido cannot take, which will 
go either between Escondido and Oceanside, or on the lands 
tributary to the Santa Fe Railroad, or to the Linda Vista 
mesa and San Diego. I am very sure an arrangement can be 
made, if it is for the best interests of the city, whereby 
5,000,000 gallons of water a day can be sold to the city, 
and the balance of the water put on the Linda V ista 
mesa, which directly benefits the city. In this Vlay 
there will be no necessity of a bond issue to acquire an 
additional supply of water, and if the oity desires to 
consider a proposition of this kind and will write a letter 
asking £or a proposition, I am very sure a definite 
proposition can be submitted at an early date. 

You are familiar ni th my El Capitan article 
and the U. S. Reclamation Servioe reports, showing that 
the net safe yield of El Capitan dam, if built, nill 
not exceed, roughly, 5 million gallons daily. The 
total oost of construction of same will be ~5,000,000 
or $6,000,000, at least, and after endless delay and 
litigation. 

In other words, the development of Uisaion 
G orge, or the acquisition of the Cuyamaca System, or 
both. will furnish a quicker source of supply to 
protect the City of san Diego in the emergency that 
now exists, and at a cost over one-hundred percent 
cheaper per million gallons daily as compared with the 
cost of the El Capitan supply. There msy come a time 
when El Capitan will be built, and the C~amaoa Company's 
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holdings, including the El Capitan damsi te, will be 
acquired if the Cuyamaoa System is purchased. 

Enclosed find copy of the questions asked by 
the City \'later Commission, and a oopy of our answer in 
reply, all of which you will, undoubtedly , £ind of inte~est. 

I am of the opinion that the Sutherland damsite, 
reservoir site and water rights can be acquired without 
the necessity of a bond issue, if arrangements are made 
within the next few months, and a reasonable time given 
to vote bonds for the acquisition of the Sutherland 
damsite, or an arrangement made similar to that in the 
acquisition of the La Jolla-Del Mar pipe line on yearly 
installments, which arrangement also applies to the 
Cuyamaoa System. In neither case would a bond issue be 
necessary. 

The Cuyamaoa System can bring the Sutherland 
water from the diverting dam into the City without addition-
al expense, for a large oonduit is necessary in any event, 
to carry the water into Murray dam; and the big advantage 
is in putting either the Sutherland or the Cuyamaca water, 
in the winter time, into Lower Otay or l!orena dam for 
storage, the elevation at the end of our flume at La Mesa 
being 620 feet above sea level, giving all the required 
pressure necessary, if taken either direct from the flume 
or from Murray dam. A pipe line 2-1/2 miles in length from 
Old La Mesa to the Chollas He~ghta reservoir, costing only 
t5o.ooo or $60,000, will enable the City to put 15 million 
gallons of water a day either into Lower Otay,or , the City 
of san Diego, if desired, by connecting up ~dth the city's 
pipe line at Chollas reservoir. We have an additional 
pipe line known as tbe 20n concrete pipe line along El 
cajon Avenue which will carry 5 million gallons daily 
direct to the City. 

If the City acquires the Cuyamaca System on 
yearly payments, without issuing any bonds, the first 
thing 1 t osn do is to have the owners of the Cuyama a a 
System bond said Cuyamaoa System for sufficient money to 
build Fletcher dam, also double our pumping capacity in the 
El Monte gravels, and in that way be ready to protect t~e 
City in case we have two or tbree more dry years and 
shortage of water. The City will use, this year, an average 
of 11 million gallons daily. Admiral Ylelles is the authority 
for the statement that in five years there will be 25,000 
more people here, owing to the e.otivities of the 1l avy alone. 

• 

I 

• 

, 

• 
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San Diego is growing rapidly. The C ity Water Department 
recorda show 756 new tape d uriDg the year 1920. The Gas 
and Electric Company's records show 2388 new gas and 3152 
new electric connections during that same period. During 
the year 1920, the daily average consumption of water 
was 10,160,520 gallons. It is a serious question where 
the water is to come from for our present and future 
needs, and immediate action is necessary. 

• Referring again to the Cuyamaca System, I wish 
to say 

Firat: That water delivered to the City can begin immed-
iately from the Cuyamaoa System, and in an emergency 
6 or 8 million gallons daily can be pumped from the 
El Monte gravels over a long period of time. The 
transmission system is in and one~half the pumping 
equipment is now in operation. The balance of the 
pumpi~ equipment can be installed for a sum not to 
exceed elo,ooo or ~15,000. 

Second: With the ultimate development of the Cuyamaca 
System by the construction of Fletcher dam and a small 
South Fork dam, there are lar ge quantities of water that 
otherwise would be wasted at frequent intervela, that 
could be stored in Lower Otay during the winter. 

Third: Water £rom the Cuyamaoa System can be delivered 
into the City at a~ elevation of approximatelY 500 feet, 
giving abundant pressure, and eliminating the present 
expensive pumping system for the higher levels within the 
city limits. The City is now furnishing the higher levels 
by pumping the water from University Heights reservoir 
into high tanka, at a considerable additional cost. This 
expense oan be eliminated. 

Fourth: The Cuyamaoa System can be fully developed, and 
water delivered into University Heights reservoir at a 
cost of approximately 10 cents a thousand gallons, as 
against the present cost of the city water, ~hich is 
22 cents per thousand gallons delivered into University 
Heights reservoir, as testified to by City Hydraulic 
Engineer, 1~. Earle, at the Railroad Commission hearing 
on June 2d, 1921. The price of 10 cents includes the 
total ooat of re-building the Cuyamacn System and the 
~vo dams above mentioned. 

Fifth: By acquiring the Cuyamaoa System, the water from 
Murray dam will furnish over 200 pounds pressure for 
fire service, which would be available in the business 

-
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district by g:ravi ty in time of need. 
• 

Sixth: The present consumers of the Ctcyamaoa Sys-tem are 
an asset, inasmuch as they are now much more than 
carrying the total maintenance and operation expense 
of the entire Cuyamaca System, owing to the increased 
rates which went into effect October 15, 1920. 

Seventh: The Cuyamaca System can be fully developed, 
by units, covering a period of 10 years, without any 
immediate heavy bond issue. 

Eighth: The Sutherland development aan be carried on in 
the same manner, by building the pipe line, and later . 
on the Sutherland dam. 

Binth: The power development (900 ft. power drop) at the 
Fletcher site from the Sutherland water, and the 1,000 
foot power drop from the Cuyamaca water out of Boulder 
Creek, co~ld be utilized by the City at various points 
suoh as pumping f.rom the Monte, Mission Valley, or sold 
to the Gas Company. Personally I prefer to see the 
Gas Company develop the power, and pay for same at 
rates established by the State Railroad Commission, 
the revenue to go to the City. 

Tenth: The Murra1 reservoir, with a capacity in excess 
of 2 billion gallons, is within 8 miles of University 
Heights reservoir, and for $40,000 or $50,000 ita 
capacity oan be inoreased to 3 billion gallons, or more, 
nearly a year's supply. 

Eleventh: The Cuyamaca flume can be replaced by 
permanent concrete oonetruotion, the Fletcher and South 
Fork dams built, all for less cost than the cost of the 
transmission line alone from El Capitan dam to the city. 

Twelfth: The City's service is roughly divided into 
three service areas. Murray dam can, Without pumping, 
supply the high service, eliminating the pumping expense 
that the City goea to to supply the high :eervice within 
the city limits. The city's Bonita pipe line oan furnish 
the intermediate service, and the Mission Gorge dam, 
proposed, the low service. 

Thirteenth: !he terms upon which the C~amaca System may 
be acquired and the amount of money required for its 
ultimate development, considering that the present con-
sumers are paying much in exoesa of all maintenance and 
operation charges, will enable the Oity within a compara-
tively short term of years to pay the entire cost of the 

) 
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system out of the aavinge in the cost of water, based 
on the present cost of 22 cents per thousand gallons, of 
the city's water. 
Fourteent)l: The Cuyama.ca Company owns all of the 
riparian rights, including pumping rights below the 
El lrtonte pumping plant to and :f ncluding the town of 
Lakeside, lands that would be affected by extremely 
heavy pumping from El Monte gravels. The san Vicente 
creek, which inolmes the Hitch Creek-Remona-Foster•s 
section, debouches into the San Diego River below Lake-
aide and furnishes sufficient underground supply of 
water to take care of the riparian owners below. le feel 
sure no damage would accrue by pwnping continuouslY :from 
the El Monte gravels. 

Senate Bill no. 3646, being an Act granting to 
the City of San Diego certain lands within the Capitan 
Grande Indian Reservation, provides that the City must 
supply the riparian owners below if El Capitan is built. 
The building of El Capitan dam vitally af£ects the 
El Monte gravels, as well as the other rights of the 
Cuyamaca Company on the San Diego River. I enclose 
a copy of Senate Bill No. 3646, which shows that the 
city must recognize our rights and cannot take them 
away from us w1 thout due process of law. If the City 
proceeds with El Capitan at the end of a very bitter 
fight it would pay very dearly for its El Capitan 
damsite and the damages it would do the Cuyamaoa System. 
It is this controversy I wish to avoid, if possible. 

This letter is written as a citizen of san 
Diego, presenting the case as I see it, end I am writing 
this letter as an individual onl3. It is my desire to 
cooperate with you and your administration in every way • 

I shall be glad to furnish any further informa-
tion possible, and the object of this letter is simply to 
furnish you with the facts as I see them, and for yonr 
considers tion, knowing that you are \'"lor king only for the 
city's best interests. 

Yours very sincerely, 

EF:XLU 

• 
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. . . . 18, 1181~ . 

. . 

KaJor JohD L. Baoon, .. 
san Meso, O.l1f. 

)b" . 4oar_ 1:1-. Beoo n: · 

-
• . . 

• 

There are generalli 'two o1dea to a queotlon, 
and I writlna tho .~ollowlng lottor ln a f.l•leadli 
epir1t. oDd know )feu wlll take lt as suoh~ · 

I am lD roooipt of a cop;v ·Of the Ci tv ot 
San Diego's protest agn1net '1113 ymtor f111Dg on Boulder 
OJaeek. Par 35 3fenrs Oeyo.maca dam ban l1een built, nn4 
1 t is proposed to t.alce tho vm ter from Cnyamaoa lake 
at on elevation of abcut 2200 foet, b1-pasa 6 or 8 mllee 
o~ rlTer bed 4cmn BoQlder creek where we bllve lnrp 
ovaporo.t1on nnd eoepago losses, and dro.p tho watu' 
ngaln in Boulder CJ~oek nbovo tho 41vort1ns dam. 

Certainly the Olty 'of Snn Diogo dooa . no~ 
olaim the o'f1Jlerehip of water nb1oh we impound 1D 
C1qamaoa Lake, and it would oertn1nlJr bo a groat 
1D3ut1co U 1 t queBtioaed the ouersh1p of tho 
Ou,amooa S,atem - tho normal flow which wo have d1vorte4 
tor 36 J•&ra. However, even if the City did question 
the ownership .of our water, whioh we bnve put to 
heaefic1a1 use for 36 yanra •. tho faot remains that 
this power plant will b1•paee a numbor of miles of 
g:ro.vela, we will save . thirty or forty peroont of Ule 
loaaea, ·and dollver the vra ter 1D Boulder Creek, not 
aloDe n1mpa1re4 1D quanti 't7 and quali tj', but wlll 
lnor aae 1 te auppl.J to tho extent ot ou:t ooaserva tlon, 
owlag to o~ bi-paaalus. 

. Undor these olroumotanooo, 1 t looks to mo aa 
.11' 1 t 1a persoont1on for the 01 ty of ·Son Diego to toke 
tho aot1on tbnt it ha~. nnd I am sure you d14 not fal1J understsnd tho situation when ~ou s1gae4 the protest. , 

. . . 
ow as ~agule the l.BD4a to be noo4ed w1 th1D 

the Jle\oher ~esorvolr sit~, I havo boen told tbat th' · . 
. Ol'Q AttorUJ baa macla thG atatemont that ll •. 0 ... a.lloD. .. · 

, ona the netoheJ' aamaS. te. !l'h1s to obs olutely 1U1b:1te • 
a~ Jlr. ·. Ht~Pna a mlsiDfOI'mel. OYer three 7aara ago . · · 
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Uayor John L. Baoon, 
City of San Diego, 
California. 

My dear :Mayor: 

, . 
• 

• 

Augast 6, 1923. 
•• 

• 

Enclosed find oopy of Mr. Higgins' letter 

of Auguot 2d. oopy of my le ~tor in reply and oopy of a 
letter I have written the attorney ~or tho State Railroad 
Commission, all of which is explanot>ry, and i'o1· your 

informDtion. 
I a·m ·simply trying to a lear up what I think 

ia a m1cintorproto.t1on of tho law as to the original 

oontraotn, nnd I feel sure you are interested in getting 

this matter olearly settled in your own minds. 

Yours ainoeroly, 

. EP:J{TJJ 

• 

• 

····-.. 

1 

2 

• 

UEETING OF CITIZENS CALLED AT INSTANCE OF 
ILAYOR JOHN L. BACON TO OONSIDER THE ·wATER 

3 SITUATION OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO~ HELD 
4 

5 

6 

JUNE 10~ 1924, IN THE CHAl!BER OF OOW!ERCE. 

-·-·-·-• • • 

THE UAYOR: I want to explain first~ the objeot of 

7 oalling this meeting. It was not with the intention of 
8 entering into a lengthy disoussion of the water question. 

9 In asking these men to oome here I will take the respon-

10 sibility for those who were asked to come; there was no 

11 particular objeot in picking out any particular group of men 

12 exoept this, I tried to ask the men who are the head of 

13 various organizations here in the City, a representative 

14 of eaoh one of the larger banks and men who have given con-

15 aiderable thought to oivio affair• regardless of what their 

16 opin.iona ·have been, {and I think if you will look around the 

17 orowd here you will agree with me on that)., and that I have 

18 picked men ho are not necessarily friendly to me politically 

19 personally and I did 1 t purpoaely• 
20 Here is the idea. The water situation in San Diego 1a 

21 the most serious question wbioh we have «1 th us today. I am 

22 going to give you as a.n illustration of this son:e figures. 

23 These are not for a.rgumen t• a sake, but simply to &ho'.'f you 

24 what the actual condi tiona are that ex1e t. We hs in 
25 storage June lat of this year, 37,424,000,000 gallons of 

26 water. Of oouree the billions are the a1gn1tioant figure • 
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1 The decrease during the month of May wae aoa.ooo,ooo gallons; 

2 approximo.tely a billion gallons. Oh well, you would aay, 

3 we base 1 t on last month 1 a figu&e• only there would be 

4 • 37 months' supply available, but that is not a fair way to 

5 figure it. Our decrease from last year, from June 1,1923 

6 to June 1,1934 waa approximately five and a qua,rter billion 

7 gallons. On that basis we have in storage about aix years' 

8 aupply of water, o~ 72 months., and that 1a not a fair way to 

9 figure it either. 

10 We have tmown that at one time in San Diego • s history we 

11 had over seven jzJ years of drought, really nine dZy yea:ra; 

12 we may at some time in the future have to faoe that e1 tuation 

13 again, and it ia to guard against any d.l'ought or water short-

14 age that we must plan, and we must realize those basic taota. 

15 Ky idea in oalling this group of representative oitizena 

16 together was this, to formulate some met~d of aotion, not 

17 to consider a speoifio projeot or a speoitio pieoe ot work, 

18 but to formulate a method. of action that will bring out the 

19 :taots,and not propaganda in connection with the water system, 

20 for your own information and for the information of the 

21 citizens at large. We must have water; you recognize that 

22 *ithout water our land here is absolutely worthless• with it 
. ' 

23 it 11 almost prioeleaa, that 1a if the water oan be obtained 

24 at any re1aonable ooa t. We fao e muoh the aame problem we . 
25 had 1n oonneotion with the development of our harbor, and we 

26 oalled together a committee muoh of this type and sot the 

• 

SIIYMOU .. 6 SQMOUR 
UN.ctM ....... .... Dl ... t CilLo 

1 faota and our diffioultiea aeemed to melt away the minute 

2 we got tbeae facts. The result is that a logioal, reaaon-

3 able method of development of our harbor is under way which 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

a pella prosper! ty tor us. We have not gone on as tar as we 

wish to or aa far aa we hope to get, but it is & start 1n 

the right direction. I think every citizen is behind it. 

Our water question is not a question of the oity alone; 

La. llesa, El Cajon and these agricultural districts in our 

back country must be oonaidered if we are to reach any 

rational soheme of development. We can say what we want to 

about the paramount rights of the City of San Diegp but when 

it oomea down to the last analysis I don•t believe any citizen 
. 

ot San Diegp wants to see the City of La Ues& wiped out be-

cause they have no water (applause). I think everybody 

reoognizea that faot; certainly those of the City Govern-

. ment who are ·giving the thing serious consideration recog-

nize those grounds and recognize 1 t as being reasonable. 

That being the oase there must be some log1oal method of 

development that is going to take oare of this serious · 

problem. 

We have employed engineers to give us advioe or give 

us report ; we may or may not wish to aooept those reports, 

I am not arguing for any part1oula.r report or pmjeot. 

There 1a a project up before the people now. You should 

have the faota and the most difficult problem for any public 

official today who is conscientiously interested in the 
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1 

2 

3 

• 

dev e~opment of the oi ty 18 getting the real faota before 

the people. not some one man • a opinion or propaganda, but 

the facta, and they are hard to get before the people. 

Now that was the idea of getting thia committee together. 

5 Our water situation is extremely complioated.. Kr. 

6 Freeman aaid when he was here that it wae the moat ditfioult 

7 problem he hal aver tackled in water ·developmant in hia whole 

8 career, . and he baa taokled probably aome of the most eerioua 

9 water problema in this oountry . ranging from the New York 
. 

10 .city wate1' supply down to Panama Ca.nal~ the Hetoh-Hetohy1 

11 and so forth. 
12 

13 

14 

15 

Nar this is interesting, but it offers no solution. I 

have had in mind what I believe will be a logical method of 
first of all ' 

procedure, I think/to help the problem •.. ia~o determine the 
faota • That is what we are interested in and I am giving 

16 eveey one of you oredi t w1 th wanting to aee San Diego go 

17 ahead. I eee a n,mber of bankers in the audience. II 

18 there one ainglebanker here that would adyiae his bank to 
19 prooeed and make an investment o! the magnitude of this 

• 

water situation on theinformation whioh he has now/? I 
\ -

• 

20 

21 

22 

23 

do not believe there 1a. He would go into it most o_aretully. 

25 

26 

He would 1nve tigate it most tho%0ugbly and get the faota a• 

oloaely aa he oould. get them; and 1 t wu with th&t idea that 
this group of men and women were oalled. together. 

• Here. 11 the metlioc1 of prooectnre. I think fiztat o! all 

• 

l 

SKYMOU" 6 Sn'WOUII 
U"toM 8UMI .. .... Dtaeo, CA&.. 

1 we should have appointed from thia group here, or SP out-

2 side of the group it neoesaary, & small committee that 

5 

3 would· examine all of the reports and all of the facta aa far 

as they can that have oome up in oonneotion with the water 

5 question, hear every peraon, as tar as they can and oonaider 

6 every question as tar aa they can, that baa been raised. 

7 This small committee a •Fact-Finding Committeen if you 

8 want to use that term, would be much the same sort of 

9 committee that has been formed in the u.s.Government for 

10 determining the faots in . the Reclamation Service. This 

11 committee would digest as fa.r as possible reports and inform-

12 a. tion regarding the water development and then aubmi t to thia 

13 larger group for discussion auoh fa.ota aa t~y found. 

14 Just to show you the magnitude of the proposition there 

15 is the Freeman report. I have in here ten or fifteen pages 

16 of notes that I have made and outside of those there are 

17 aoo pages there and there are some 75 to eo sheets of draw-

18 1nge. This report is divided into various sections~ Yr. 

19 Freeman •a summation and hiS own report takes up ever 20 

20 pages; then he has various appendices giving the facts on 

21 which he bases his oonoluaions. You can take any page out 

22 of that report and pJ:Ove anything I .ant to prove. It is 

23 like a man taking things out of the B1ble. He oan take the 

24 phraeentbere ia no God" and aooordi ng to that prove there ia 

25 no God, but he baa only taken a part of that phrase; if' he 
. 

26 takes the reat of the phr&aa, "The fool th aa1d 1n his 



• 

• 
SrtMOUII • 8KYIIOUR 
u-.......,•.u.Ot .... ~ 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

heart there ia no God,• then he baa an entirely different 

angle from which to argue and the whole taota. 

To that •Fact-Finding Committee• I would auggeat that 

there be submitted any question wh1oh oomea up in the mind 

of anyone here or anyone else and as tar aa poea1ble this . 
committee dig out the facta to anawer that quaation. I 

believe that will shorten the diaouseion and will tand to br1 

out the various pbaaea ot this question whioh otherwise might 

not be considered. I would euggeat this method of prooedure. 

I . should like to have, I believe it would be the easy way in 

order that everything would be checked up, that every one 

here submit certain questions wh1ah they must have in their 

mind&. It tboae questions are submitted to me I will see 

that they are typewritten, a oopy turned over to the com-

mittee, an acknowledgment sent baok to the people from whom 

the questions came, a list of the questions maderup and kept 

in a convenient plaae open to the inspection of the public, 

so they oan check up on every question asked the committee. 

The Committee then will have & oopy ot the questiona, I will 

have a c~py of the questions and there will be & copy of the 
• 

questions open for public inspection at any time, and in that 

way you will aee every phase ot the question is covered. 

Ban Diego faoea the most serious question today. Water 

ia our very life; without it we cannot exi•t tor 34- houra. 

CUt ott our water supply and we are abaolutely gone. There 
• 

SaYMOUR II 8aYMOUR 
UlltOM 8L.ee. • • _,. Dlleci\ CA ... • 

7 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

-..I 
are some of you here who have aeen barley growing on the 

bed of the ouyamaca resenoir, and o:ropa ra1ae4 in the bed 

of the Sweetwater reaervoir. 
hour again. 

We do not w&nt to see that 

Now that in brief was why this group waa called 

together. I think it would be out of plaoe to diaousa 

any particular phase of the water question this morning. 

I think all of us would like the information here, we want 

9 ~he information to discuss this question logically. 

10 we will all agree and meet on that common ground. 

I think 

When a 

11 disagreement arises regarding anything I like to start out 

12 on the things that we agree on and build up from that eome 

13 structure with some r~aonable stability. If a group o! 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

men get together and start out discussing on thin~ they 

disagree on you seldom arrive anywhere but hen you start 

in with the things you agree on it generally is not very 

difficult to straighten out these matters on whioh there is 

a disagreement. 
That is about all I have to say; I think the lawye~•a 

term is •Further deponent ea1th not 1 • That is the sugges- . 

tion I have to otter in connection with this and I am sub-
• 

mitting it to you f.or your consideration and should be glad 

to hear any expressions. (Applause). 
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. April 10, ·1925. • 
• 

• 
• 

J.Jayor John L. .Hnoon, 
· ~an Diego, Onlifornin.. 

liy danr ~or: 
Bnoloaed find otBtocont of tho wutor oituation 

\"fhioh io explanatory, and confidontial • 
. 

·, I n.m giving thio to :you parcono.J.ly '!or ' your 
own inforcation, no I noo it, nnd rrould l:lko to hoar 
from :~ou if you hnve not intorprotocl tho aitua.tion 
ne I lw.vo . 

• 
The fo.ot o:r t.ho mutt or io, m. ~h tho app1•oval 

of tho Rnilroad CoMrnineion of ot~ appliostion of sale 
to the diotr!ot, ao per ottr oriGinal cption, \~ ero giving 
up a aertB1nty in tho mattor or buildinG Flotohor dnm for 
an unoerto1nty, which alono dncw.goc our proporty, 1,000 
or 1200 aoreo abovo tho charco of tho lnko at loBot 
$100,000 pro:fit thnt no .. othor~ioo nould oai:o. 

• 

In addition, wo havo givon up to ' the oity 
·withottt nny ootiponnntion, tl o huntillf: , f'1oh1n& and boatin~ 
.riBbts on Cuyamaoa and h"l. Capittlll Lntoa, whioh tho diotriot 
has agreed. to civc uz, and wl!lch tho city is :ro:fuoiilg to · 
give us, worth o.t loast $150 ,COO, as I can easily show you 
bnood on tho poroontago of inoronso o£ the l~t throe · 
yeoro in revcnuo for hunting, fishing o.nd boating on 

• CttyotlQOB and tho oit:T'o lo.l::ca. . 

' . '· ~hen \Vo GO.VO up c.nothor $~5 ,000 on lliGDion Gorge 
: ;Bo. 3, and the eittw.tion baa now oomo to the bronk1ng 

·· ·point · and is eorioue. · • • • 
l : ; I 

I • • • • I ~ 
I .-' . . i ..... . , . 

I I ' 

I I 
• • • 

" ' ••• , i 

Youro vary truly, 

• 
• 

f' /, ,· I ,, 
J. ; I 

' . tl 
. ~ • . . . 

/ . .. 
I 

l 

• 

• 

•• 

• • • • . . . . . , 
• 

• • . . . 
• ' • • • • • • 

• . . 
'• 

• • 

• 
. ·. · .Honorable Jotm L. •oon, Ma70z-• 

· · OltJ' d · J»lep • . O.llfomja. 
• 

.. . . 
117 •••r Ill"· Mqo~s~· ·,· · · 

• 

. . . ~ 
". Jla7 I oa U 70u ·~'•a,lon an4 'braup ~ou tu · · 
attention of thai 01t7 Oouo11 of San ])lep ~ wb•t 

.... . ., -.. -appe•~• to me to be aoma of the aaqal'a atten41!18 
: ". :. ~ ·:'" . -.· ae1a7 in. Bll lttlq to the ,.ople of hD l>le., at 
•• ~~ • .. 'l .. '· • • an eleot1on the J'I'Opoaltloil a pee a to in a011ferenoe · · . . .. '•t•en oftlol•l• of the 01 t7 • t. Jleu. t.oa QroYe 

• 

• 

• 

. . ~~ Bpt-1111 Tal1•7 ~l'lptloa Dl•~lot aBI. the CQJ~~-
118~• W•ter ~atAPaD7• · 

. 
t .. 4 

• I • 

, . 

• 

. . -

--· :Ae JOU •r• ·~~· the ottloa to »arobaa• 11.-n 
. bJ the OQaMoa Wa\el' OomJi'm~ -~o the r. Me•, J••on-

.• • 

oYe ani Spr1DS ~alleJ lrrllatloD »1a,r1o' will ·~-t!:• Oil .. 7 senath. In ell at the ooafennoee 11•- . 
eD otflol•l• of tbe 01'7• offle•~• of the Dl•tr1ot, 

the Oompai)J an4 tbe Oow.iaa10D it PI lteeD e4eltel 
tlallt 'be people of Ban J)1ep •0'1114 lulft • O_PpOI'ta.altr · 
to e1tber appron Ol' aluppron of tba propoae.4 .. ttle-
.. nt at an ,eleot1oD to be aaUe4 ltefon tb.e azpll'•t ion 
of 'b• option on Ks~ ee.-n,b. It la appazent \bat 
•ob •n eleat1on oaDDOt acnr be oalle4 ani Ml4 'before 
~bt late. 

.!be Co laa1on. •• JOG ~~ow, bGa hear& the appll-
oatlon of tbe O~amsoa atar Oompan7 to 11 1ta pro-

" · pfttJ to tho La Ueaa, LJaon Groft ana SpriDS Vall~7 
I~l .. tlon »1•trlo\. • 4eo1a1on upon tb1• appll• 

· · oat loa baa aot beeB tea .-a owbl to ' ae11n of ' 
a.iidealoa to 1lw to the p1ople of Siul Dl f1l11 an4 

· hH ·op .. a-tont t~ 'o espn•• 'bets- Ylew apon 'be »>'o-
' po•• •ttl•••at. Bowen~'• lt 11'0 a.o~1on la taken 117 
· tM OoMl••loa apoa thl• pztopo••l tnnllfe~ of proped~ 
~ t W.t•• ooap•ll7 'o the U•trlot aD\11 aft•~ t 
expl1'•tlOD of tM OJ\ loa to JUOU .. thel'e 111 .IGII? D-
.. 1' t ., tM propo••4 ••'tle•at oaan be wl•A '· 

• . . 
.. 

• . 
~ 

. . 

.. 

• 

• 

• 

- - . .. . 
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uayor Jobn L. Bo.oon, 
san Dioco. onJ.i!om!n. 

Uy deo.r J Qbn : 

\ . 

• 

June 23, 1.926. 

I nm writing you thie personal. lettsr, in no 
way offio l.nl, calling your attention to the sl tunt1on as 
I see it. 

01 ty J!nnnger Rho des suggostod a plan of aompr omiee 
defining what was a reasonable water auppl7 bo1h for the 
D1ntr1ot ond the City on tho San ~logo River, as outlined 
1n the agreement wl th the Railroad Commission of Col.lforn1e., 
all parties concurrins• • 

state ~nglnoer UoCl~e onmo down, hnd conferences 
0 

vti th you and City J.tanoger Rhodes, wont out to Ln ueaa, held 
a ~eetlng with the La YBea Irr1Bat1on District directors, 
scoured their nuthority nnd consent to effect tho compromise 
as auggestod by Ur. Rhodeo,nnd ur. McClure, and wrote you a 
l.et~er to thut nffeot. 

This io the information that I lulve rooe17ed por-
eonallY from Ur. uoclure. I on nwaro thnt you made one or 
tvto attempts to cet tlle Cl ty council toget11er, bu~ tho fo.ot 
remains thnt you huve nover mado public ~. uoclure•e letter 
of aooeptanoe o~ ~. Rhodes' plan, and sooner or later lt 
is going to refloot on you. Inotend of mnktng.the lotter 
publlo, iJ'OU allowed nottera to drl!t until the lltico.tion 
ato.rtod ngoin in santa Ann nt tl tromandono expense both 
to the City, tho Diatrict ond ouruelveo. 

AD I see 1 t, a1ther· ono of ~uo th1U{;D lma ho.ppened • 
· You bnvo o1 thor oho.ngod your mind rot;nrdlng the goiDg ahead 
with the aompromiae and ~ve joinod tho !oroeo of reaction 
in viola t1 on of tho s on r ro.nolaoo ngroomont of the Rn!lroad 
cornm1oa1an, or you bnve WlWi ttinelY put youroel! in ll po-
o1t1on lnte~ on to be nr1tlol~~~ nhcn the public do find 
out ~lmt you hnve not 1.oo.tlo publ1o the otate analnoer • c 
letter o.nd informed them that the La ueon Irrigation Diotriot 
ond the state engineer were in complete no cord tJi th the 
ott,- manager's plan of the d1vls1on of the wntoro of tho 
river. wh1ah wna the only bone of oontent1 Gn not oottlcd. 

• 

• 

• 
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