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1876u In that year, the parish havi ing Gutgrewn the accom-

NUESTRA 3EfORA LA REINA DE LOS ANGELE!

Standing on the east sgide of the plaza in Los

‘Angeles, the chureh, Muestira Senor& la Reina dae 193

Jur Lady the queen of the ingels) is the citys.eldest o

%~r,g k.0f Spanish pueblo days. Bctb chapel and

ze& have been elosely 1inked in the history of‘Loa Angelea

,gzn&e its heginning@. From the city's founding, in,17[1* thel"

Zz8 has

4fP1* been the center of things; énﬁal&&yﬁg the chapel

;

\s the la

-

"aalfnneleusefjthﬁ“pﬁﬁblé, s0 the church was the

;niintelleefual center for the pobladores. Through-

out the Spaaish\ani ‘Mexiean periods, and well into the

Raina de los Ang

.émeriean era, &aﬁstra.sa 1ora la

*th@ only ch:rch in the town. zhe Inglish apeakifg

| pep&lation"

?S‘*ﬁll as the ap#;igh peaﬁle, attgnded services there and

_took,part in 1ts r&ligid - eeremcnic: and fl‘&ﬁ&ﬁ amtil

mpleted and

modations of Fuestra Sefiora, a new church was co

dedicated, which thereafter was attended by the English popu-

worship-

lations The plaza chprck became, as it is today,
ing

place of the Spanish residents.

| For the first few years after the founding of the
~pueblo in 1781, the people of Los Angeles attended chureh

services at Misidén San Gabriel. Nine or ten miles from the

1

tter was the geo-




 be

gh roads, dusty in summer

village to the mission, over rou

ong, slow-going trip in creaking

ned the religious zeal of some

ot thﬁ?ohl&d*reﬁr Iml7ie,a chapel wa
publiec building

s added to the other

s on the plaza at Los Angeles. ﬁ priest from
n Gabriel went to the chapel to canduc

t,weekly serviees‘
- Like all the other structures in

the tewn, the ehapel was
- made of aﬂab@‘ Aft&r a ﬁ«ﬁwer ofﬁyears, the building

becam

tumble-down an

st e Sarrfé; on a canonical visitation 1n1813; forbade

the misaion fathers to hold services ther@ antil the place
: §

was repaired. Again, the people of Los Ansﬁles had to

~ Journey to San Gabriel to attend religious E

srvice 5*

About 1811, the titizans of the town applied to

tha church authorities for a‘)ermit t0o erect a new'chxpel.
Alt hot

gh the request was g

'antsd? ﬁethingwwa§;done about it

for saveralyﬁarafaﬁ%il Friar Luis Gil y Taboada was appointed

~ to Mision San Gabriel. Under his Ieaﬁarahip¢ actual

work was

gun by the townspeople anﬁ.grouni was brokan for the foun~  "

- dati onge Frlans for the 1a1'.

- of mheaernerstene were made

. Tor August 15, 1814, the date of the celebration of the

t»;alhnrdt, Jan Gabriel mission and the beginnings of
613"8, b 4 vy RS S— — ——— -




titular feaste Friar Gil petitioned the representative of
the Bisghop of Sonora, Friar President Senan, for permission

to lay and bless the com

erstone,. Friar Senan agsented and
v 5 _ "
in his message of reply saild:

The license of the king, ow a,
the patron of all the churches in

the Indies, being presumed, in

virtue of the faculties granted to

me as viear of the right Rev. Bishq; g
of Sonora in the distriet of this ii
province of Alta:Caligbrnia I -
concede to Rev. Friﬁr suls

~ the license he soliec:

bless the first ztone ef uue ahavw..
which they abont
the pueblo of 0«;» Lady ef the Angals

- of Porcinneulas He will proceed in
accordance with the Rites which for
this solemn hleasin; the Roman Ritual
prescrians¢ God our Lord keep

Jour Reverence many years. Mission

Bue | —_— fff%at 13’ 1‘14

*:

~;~Iu¢ of the cornerstone, work on

the chapel Proaeeicd very slowlyﬁ Although the townspeople

agsembled the negesgsary buildi:

g materials, construction came

to a standstill in July. According to Engelhardt, guoting
from a letter of Friar Nuez of July 19, 1815, to Don Jose€ de

la Guerra of Santa Barbara, this was because the master

and there was no other

builder, José’Antenio, went away

Cea Z;,Engelhardt, san Gabriel, 95.




- skilled person to oversee the work.

Since last a&fday* the master builder
Jos€ Antonio has left the mistieng I
proposed to Sergeant Guillermo (of
Los Angeles) that the; ol | re
two other axyerts for the work on the
church. I see, if they do not begin
the work, it will not be finished

by the araektef boome It is a pity,
indeed, Tor there is plenty of‘nater131¢
The mastet went to the pueblo, g
demanded six reales (75 eents’ for

each day's labor, and a barrel of

wine every three months together with
board. It seems to me that this is

not a high wages. I believe that the

e majority of the population fail-

lars
ed to recognize the duty of fasilitating

- the work of construction. I do not
think an Indian capable of baing'masn
ter builder of such & work as a church,
although it seems very simple.  ;@31§&3,
this man 1s needed to prepare the ’
lumber for the doors, winéews* atea
- Frg Jaaqainiﬁaez;

Thus, &prara;tly, there was some difficulty in ob-

1g an expert workman and in paying manded,

the wages he de

‘which caused work on the chureh to be delayeds Another fastor,

which probably more than any other deterred the church con-
struction, was the have@mreught by the heavy rains and floods

in the winter of 1815. The lower side of the plaza and the

~8ite of the chapel were badly flooded when the river over-

flowed its banks. Then, the original location of the new

church was abandoned and its construction temporarily ceased.

5« Ze Engelhardt, San Gabriel, 123-124.




| _:'SC Ibiﬂ.. 351

Inl@l&, the present site was selected on higher ;roundz'adw

joining the o0ld plaza and near the comisionado's house.

With the removal of the chapel, the plaza was relocated, and
the present one laid out so that Nuestra Sefiora would still
- faee upon the publie sguare. ek

of the church

‘hroughout, pregress iﬂ.the bﬁildil{

was slowed up for one reason or another. ~After the neW'aite
was chosen in 1818, this was priuarily beeauaa af a lack of

‘ fundse.

ime, the tqzzeple had contributed 500

~head of cattle for the project. Fowsver, Governor de Sold

considered that the money procured by the sale of the snimals

wounld be insy

proposéd to take them and include the cost of the chapel in
. the next year's estimate.” Thege funds were never forth-

ment's treasury always

~coming

from that source, for the gover:

faced a deficit.

In the meantime, the mission fathers of San Gabriel

feared thxt no hea&w@y would ever be aﬁde in the work if the |

of funds ;ere left to the town. They presented the

 raising

;.dertook the busi-

tf the Califbrnia @isxions, Friar Payeras,;

ness of seeing the construction of the ehureh through to a

| '4& He He lancrtﬁ; listery Qf califm:nia, II 351‘*_




- %o complete the ehape}., Agssumirn

finiathn'mneaffhis visitations to San Gabriel, he went
Angeles and consulted with the citizens.

~ to the pueblo of Los

An agreement was reached whereby the Angelencs promised to

~help as much as they were able with labor and money, and

Ne ans

aining necessary !

‘Friar Payeras agreed to secure the ren

2 that respansihilityﬁ in

1819 Father Fayeras appealed te the varleuﬂ Califernia misg-
~sions and raaeived from tham seven barrels ef braniy, which,

- when so0ld at tnepresiéios, yieldad with saﬁe o0 ther contri-
e e -

 bu$iex:, about 575 dollars te the iailain* f*ﬁdﬂ
With the money proauraé in th

fwaa.made on the ehapel with the aid ef the Indian neophytes

of Misidn San Luis Reye. The friars of the misaien,agreed to

set the wages cf‘their 1aberers, regardleas ef claasifieatien

or gkill as master carpenter or mason, at one real, or twelve

aié one-half cents, a day with board. 1In partial payment,
the mission also accepted cattle at a favorable figure.

In 1821, Friar Payeras issued a ¢ircular which he
11 8 first

~addressed to all of the California missions. In th

portlon, speaking of the progress made in the construction

- 0f the church and the deposition of the money obtained from

the contributions of the &1351959, he said:

/

By this arrangement, my dear Fathers,

' _*- ThGTrC .' g‘n a& 1,,' 12 6 ""'1;1:‘1:‘? 7“ |
7; Ibm.. AP , '

at manner, a good start




the walls rose to the top of the

windows. The pueblos then cut

-~ and hauled timber and sent some
cattle to Migsion San Luls Reye
From the aforementioned depcsit
was paid to the same mission of
fy*__~' jte.Eia81ﬁn ;

$155+01; to the :
;ﬁ:ster arahiteet* Jewd'a»tonit “
amirez, $50; for tools $70; to
a@aist tle Pﬂﬁbl’ in purehasing

Sa Lnis |

tnd far a caboringi.a ahalice and c'h -

other indiapengibie {sic) articles

which the said pueblo gtill lacked

$110. At present there are in the
atreasjgyf remaining ir yus fod

of Mission San Gabriel, 350 from
some matrimonial Mspenamienm e
The cost af'aanstruﬁticn.will nat
be less than $2,000. . .

With the donations of 1819, agreataeal was ac-

”*\ah*@anstruﬁtion, ‘TNevertheless, much

was to be done te &fmplete the strustura When the funds gave

Aaat_ggaing In his cirsular of 1821, Fathﬁr Pfﬁerasﬁ after

the work which had been b&gan‘.aayirgk““"

At this stage then, had the Fathers
arrived at my last offieial visit.
They have left nothing to desire in
the matter, nor the settlers with
their two haada, the comisionado and
the alcaldei and he who has the honor
to inform your Reverencecs. Therefore,

ingelhardt, San Gabriel, 127-132.




my dear Fa?hars, as the feast of
the Pueblo (August 2) has been ~
transferred tc the day of the dedi-
cation and blessing of its church,
a Bolemn and generasl invitaticn
is extended to the Fathers, to
the officials, and . to all the in-
habitants 0f’th& territory, in
nSiE Thal Shar Rey Be worbhy
witnesses of an aet as 1o aeaing
as it 1s devotional.

ﬁ&wevar Eevg Fath@ra,‘gﬁ the

r-; | rﬁhtgethsr af sa»e
tatﬁlej;;ﬁ efféma or the other, very
little a :g*wbat,«giaa will net '
cover the third part @f the codat.
Behold then, from what has been ex-
plained, my afflietitna Will your
reverences, my dearly beloved in
Christ, leave me therein? I haw
never ﬁhawshx so la%-sf quagw,;_'
"eiscan pilety. ing ¢
Ir om my mind, 1 - a8 XL }
wyself but for le( Who deagas
from us %»awsituﬁ,y in the place
ign s he may dwelle..
fiiﬁ‘ﬁﬂt one, be=-
, is to be t@cupiedfnyt by
na :r231 man like ourselves,
~exelusively by the ineffable
grandeur and majesty efu@ds*Q\‘
Tharafcrm; he that is able
nust give alms. This poor one, the
maat nﬁiiygfﬂ the world, appeals
to the great piety of - h@ nepphytes,
in order that through the efforts
of your Reverences, the worthy ad-
minigtrators of their yreparty, they
may give gratuitously, not money
indeed, but whatever thcy can spare,
.;»vsftever is not absolutely negces-
sary for them and may be useful to
- pay the laborers as also articles

hn§“~




necegsary for the construction of
the bullding already desceribed.

On my recent Journey I appealed
to the poor settlers and to the
rancheros located outside that
pueblo (Los Angeles). Now, I beg
by means 9of this affectionate circu-
r all our Missions, from San Frane
aiseo to San Diego, £0 gontribute
- for the said purpose, let it be
money, cattle, tallow even cloth
Prom the leema,‘paak mulea, braméy
(I will search for one who may
gell it) or anything else of value,
but the missions of San Fernando,
San Gabriel, San Luis Rey, and San
Diego, will pl@a*@,@hs%rve that I
hope from the kindness of their
Missionary FPathersg vhat they will
each allow me, from November on
*itil the’wark.is finishﬁd two'

-*~s'%”av1ast fw&ﬁdg and oo at bea
giﬁﬁi!& with next sprin=s, the two :
- Jast=-named migsions will supply the
rast of the laborers needed, all
at one real a day for all laborers
without distinetion. It is to be
ander stood that whatever alms the
charity of the neophytes may offer
(wha I believe are not unwilling)
Gl *:ifaf» wands of Your Reverences,
1d be rceaiv&dﬁfn the r@axatti?e |
miasmns By those that may be mw
misaiaf%d oy Shat parposes -
A4 g«.mortifyi:f-ﬁa‘the =

maﬁesty of‘Y ar

were more effuse in »7@55liziﬂﬁ 

the merit of ys. alas er, let us
ratherg the alms ¢ neophytes;
ﬁaéfafyﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬁ th@ will be %0 the

governor of the tarritcry, how edify-
ing to all its inhabitants; and

what a satisfaetion and eenselati@n

- for the one who is your most affec~
tionate servant, cempanian,;;,- .

wev@renaﬁﬁs if




least brather and who with the
greatest sinaerity kisses your
- hands.- Misgion Purisima, HO-
vember 5, 1821s Frﬁ,a@sinna i
Payeras.

Aa a result of that app&al, ths Califtraia missionsg

raaptnﬁed géﬂ*TQQSIE with contributions af eattl&, brandy and

~ wine, eh:»eh.geaas for the interior of kﬁ;'plaae and the sac-

~ risty, or the labor of theQ,

jork was re-

>

Indian ﬁ%ﬁ?hytﬁgﬁ» W

~ sumed, This tiﬂeh@@nstraetzgﬁ,pr@ffﬁﬁﬂﬂirﬁ@idlyc The church

and the priest's dwellings were completed and ready for use

in 1822, Dedication ceremonies took place on December 8th,

with Jos€ de 1la Guerra acting as padrino, or royal patron,

-

- representing the governor,
Much credit is due the friars and missions of Cali-

- fornia for making the chapel, Muestra Seflora la Reina de los

Angeles, a reality. Without the leadership of the padres of
Mision Se

n Gabriel and Friar Fayeras, the citizens of Los

Angeles would probably have been many yearas later in obtain-

ing a church of their own. Heverfheleag,thepeegle of the

1 vicinity alsc took an active part in
the building Of their houge of worshipe ,Thﬁyg tea,@ontrib-
'uted generously wiﬁh what they could of cattle, maney, and

labor.

e Baneroft§0alifeznia, & 49 562@:‘



Monica,

11

Not all of the donations to the church fund were

voluntary. Now and then monéy was received in the form of

fines imposed for violations of the lawe In the 1820'g,

il ong the California Malibu eoast

» north of 3santa

was a current practice and a erimingl offense. Two

‘prominent Spanish regidents of Los Angeles, Dor ;xiao Alanis

Jon Antonio Biones, werewéﬁgéht in the traffic. Bealdes

' a8 ix months sentence 1n?the,plaza3a11,.tha culprits also

8y a hegvy fine, which was given to the chureh build-

An interesting individual who had a prominent part

~ in the erection of the plaza churech was Joseph Chapman. The "

: e settle in Cal

| aj1185? ¥

gelenos as José, el Ingiééﬁ Chapman had been shang-

~haied in Hawaii and first appeared in California with Bou=

~ ghard's Pirate band which
- the California

verpetrated a series of raids in

coast towns. Chapman was finally eaptured

at Montereys At first Chapman was held as prisoner at Mision
>an Gabriel, but while there he proved so ugseful to Friar
Zalvidea that he was retained as a helyer§ amﬁ,1ﬁ3er became

€lese

~one of the respected eitiﬁigargf'ng§  

El I

leéé §Qt only made ﬁh&firstwater power griSt.

ifornia, he was known among




- and agsistance.

o - the o0ld plaza.

e >

'mill in California and a small schooner for the padres to
use in otter hunting, but is oredited with supervising the
work of the Indians in cutting and preparing most of the
timbers uged in the building of the church of Nuestra Sefiora
la Reilna de los ingeles. ﬁuring the construction of the

chapel, the padres of San Gabriel were often in need of a

 master builder to dirast‘the wbrk of thelnﬂiags, and the

lack of such a person was one of the reasons wh

v the work

halted for a times Ind

e o St ‘ _
eed, El Ingles must have been in=-

- valuable to the padres, 30'%~

eat was the need of his skill

After the dedication of Nuestra Sefiora in 1822, the

people of the parish petitioned to have as their pastor

riar Luis Gil y:Tobaada, who had officiated when the corner-

chapel on .

stone was laid in 1814 on the original site of the

Friar Luis Gil, however, already engaged at
Mision Santa Cruz, was unable to leave, due to the illness

of his ecolleague there. For four years, the plaza church

remained an asistencia, and did not become a full-fledged
parish until 1826. It did not have a pastor of its own or a
- baptismal font. Baptisms took place at Migidn San Cabriel

Angeles

and the padres conducted mass in the new chapel at Los

1. C. D. Willard, History of Los Ange!




on Sundays and holy days. In 1826, hawever, Nuestra Sefiora

was allowed its own baptisma1§ marriage and burial reglsters,

and was considered a parish, independent of ﬁisiéh san Gabriel.

- S%111, 1% had no priest of its own, and the padres of San

~ Gabrlel, Friar Sanchez and ¥riar Beseana, cantinaed to con=

o 5 ¥
duct the services.

- The first regident priest of theﬂariaﬁref Nuegtra |

Reina de 103 Ar

geles was RevarendBachelot, apog=-

 tolie prefect of the Sanﬁwieh Ia1ands, who resided at Los

- Angeles from

0 erend B&Ghalﬁﬁ'ﬁagznet ?,

‘   131#

April 15, 1832, until March 22, 1837. The Reve

'j—anaiseang but one of the Fiecpus

fathcrss He ka( becﬁ fareei 0 leave laa:ii btcaase of de~

1ing aathtrity of the

neginatisnal qaarrels with the reim

indse Temporarily marponed in Galifernia, he was well

~ received by tha padres of San Gabrielg &ﬁﬂ auriug his sagourn

~ was permitted to act as resident prie

:tat Los an:eles,whara:

o he was much laved aﬁt respeeted by the parish of Nuestra Sefiora.

In A;#ust 1852, Father Jaaquin Junino and Friar

Sénchez retired framiﬁisien San Gabriel anﬁ the parish of

~ Nuestra Seflora. lhey wi thdrew to the Francisean heaﬁquartera

SN ﬁisiéhSantalarbara; Thelr departure marked the'wane of

the mission period of San Gabriel. ThefathEra‘af the Congre-




_"~'~",ef that order in eharge at the Plaza ahu.reh. 4

= = 1353¢ the fathers a}.% csenduatecl g heardi,,«"
' o ‘ 1]3 the t@;i Iﬂ 1‘

gation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Mary, in Europe,

ealled the Picpus Fathers, succeeded the Franciscans at San

and

 £€188« Thﬁ

Tuestra SeMora la Reina de los A

Gabriel

_v'everend Lestrde and ‘izhe Reverend Bﬁgor*l#ez‘e the first

gy were at

1856« For the first two ycara, 1852 &

fd.éay school

6‘ the p&rish was surrenéereﬁ to

' ’enstitatad the whole of Californiae The aathern distriect,

known 25 the Diocese of Monterey, melaaed all af the tarri~ .

- tory south 03? San Jose. The Reverend Thaﬁdeus Amat, Ds De,

~ years, until his death in 1878.

named second Bishop of Monterey in 1855, at first resided
at Santa Barbara, but in 1859 transferred the seat of the

 diocese to Los Angeles. He remained with the clergy of Nues-

~ tra Seflora la Reina ¢

| haal-th for several years, S0 fha t Remrend Franeis Mora was

appointed coaéju‘ber, with the right of sumeasiom

'cmseera’aed on é.v;pu,ﬁt s 18735, sateeeding Biah.ep
14 ’ E

Euea‘sra Sen.ra. |

wenty-five



admired institutions of the tovm. It

to the tow

15

Until the last of the'187@'s,th£ plaza church was
the only Cathclic church, and for many years 1t was the only
place of worship, in Los Angeles. Attended by the English

as well as the Spanish people, 1t was one of the revered and

8 not {ﬁerau a4 I'€=-

ligious center on Sundays

and holy d&ys, but frem‘ita place

on the plaza lent a constant bsnizn

and spiritual*atmesphere

. One of the pioneer residents Wrote* "For many

_years the bells of ths honored old pile ringing daily at six

Joaqu{ﬁGQs

"1n the &erning and at eight 1n.the evening'scrved as o curfew

15
to regulxte the daily aetivities of the town."

In eenﬁ@@tien~<fth*th@ aharehbellﬁga romantic

Y, & bell was

tale is commonly tolde sccording to one sto:

| giv gringo, Henry Fitehe.

. en in penance for a minor offense of a
A dashing

American sailor, heelqp@d"%ith'ﬁhe daughter of

jilleefiaamnieiw,SeﬁbritaJaaefag Althougt
- the girl's parents had ziven their consent, an uncle ob-

 Anothe

ted so str,.‘erm@u'ﬁ%fly that the ¢o uple eloped fec South America.

r uncle, Pio Pleco, and the local priest assisted them.
' A year later, Dofa Josefa and her husband returned to Cali-
fornia with their young son. Immediately, an eeclesiastical -

court was cealled at San Gabriel. Don Enrigue was tried for

1 ars in Southern California, 100,




16

 violation of church and territorial laws. The court demanded
as a penalty that he give the chureh of Nuestra Sefiora la
Reina de los Angeles ™a bell of not less than fifty pounds

, . 16
had but a borrowed bell."

'weight, ag the church
4 Thether or not Henry Fitch su@pliedlthe bell is a

‘matter of disagreement between narrators of the episode. In

1843, the bells in the tower of Nuestra Seﬁéramékt still

have been the borrowed ones, for on November 2lst Friar Es-
, . 17

tenaga of San Gabriel wrote to Antonio Goronel of Tos Angeles:

In your chureh of Our Laty ef the
ﬁﬁ§&18 are three bells from this
Mission (San Gabriel), which have
not ags yet been palds The first
bell was supplied to the chureh by
the late Friar Nuez, in the year
1821, For the other two, permission
was obtaired in 1827, in whieh year
they were appraised accerding’tc

weight and the sale of the firat
bell inecluded. At that time, pay-
sount of ths

ment was not made on ac

politiecal happenings. On the fi2

bell was placed the figure »«=v"’

Vicente Ferrer. It was set up in

the temple of your city (Los Angeles),

‘where it is to this date.,

~ The late Reve Friar Jose Sanchez

~was willing to accept all kinds of

- Zoods in payment for said bellsi but
 fbr reasons gtated befare, they have
remained -unpaids Under the circum-~
stances in which I am placed as

16¢ He Re Fo F@rbesf Califbrnia missiens and js»,a@- a
' 7 113:
17 fixelhardt* San Gabriel 213




- 19. Alta Californ:

~ guardian of the property of this
Mission, in the name of this com-
munity .I" ask seventy head of fat
cattle, which may be two years old,
in payment for the fthree bells, in
congideration of the good services
they did during all this time, and
for the 1lagﬁ of 3San Vicente Ferrer.

In the 1 8507 8,4

there Wﬁré no pewa-in the church and

to the pioneer, Ha:

age ordi g

pris Rewmark. tht churchgoers
_ 18 In
*-“eith@r knelt on_the floor or stood while uazship;:xq“

’ ‘1854; a?iﬁently, pews were buiit in the chapele However,

the new adﬁitiam did not meet v_th equal amuhusiasm from all_

the pe

»riwhieners to jaaée by a small news item in the alta
o 19

Gh 25t 1854

California of lis

Some exeitement has been caused
by the speculative spirit of Father
Anacleto, who has erected pews in
the tld‘ehareh, and sold them out,
thereby excluﬁing the poor from the
frent part of the churche Several

| D & vnunieatiens on the subject
have appeared in the 3panish poriion
of the Star, and the Fadre has an-

swered as sharply from the ;ulpit;

Much hilarity and fun acctfp:aiod.the religious
_ devotion éisplayed at the @elebravians cf the variocus holy
. 4&&33. The @atire town, Spanish snd gringt yepulatian alike,

 turned out to take part in the fiﬁﬂt&ﬁg Th& fe&st day of

18« Eewnark Sixty“years 1n~ucut?ern Califerni&, 100.




-Senera figured prﬁﬁinently* Regou

the feast of Muestra seflora la Reina de 103 ngels

18

Nuestra Seflora la Reina de los Angeles, the éerpnsChristi,
fand the Christmas ceoremonies were among the most popular
and preﬁinantcelﬁbratians, ?hﬁ'éhapél«the plaza and the
hawca of the preniﬁent families who lived on the plaga were

always gzayly decaratai for these 3venuﬁg in which @uestra

nting the chiebratian of

‘“;ﬁltﬁ balifarniaqef‘OQteber 15, 1854, says:

The feast of Our Lady of the ingel:
was generally oasar?eﬁ in that aity
by the Catholic ch&lahien* “he
‘church was newly white washed and
illuminated, and the serV1eaa-uv:
 usually a%pr$$li¥&s The bull fight
commenced on Sunday afternoon, and
were continued for three days with=-
cut serlous accident. Two or three
horses were gored to death, one man
tossed up in the air fiftean or
twenty feet, and on the whole the
bulls got the best of ite The balls,
pnblic and privatle, were well attenéed:
x@ﬁjgoutan up with good tas tes

o 1859' heavy rains damaged thﬁ.ch th§ The roof -

adobe front gave way aﬂd-fall into the

- 8treet. Resteration of the place was begun in 1861 and the

church was rebuilt.ﬁest of the Qriginmt‘timber and materi-
als were used in ‘the remodeled stiructures The frent of the

Was recons

ehaptl* which had Jutted ocut into the street

20+ Alta California, October 15, 1854.
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il

structed of bricks and set back in 1line with the sidewalk.

The colorful old red tile roof was replaced with a shingle

) Oll€ s
o L o
enclosed.

By 1870, the population of ILog .

~ed so that Nuestra Senora la Reina de los Angeles was not

was built Whiab gave more space and aade th& builii;,_

ge enough to accommodate all of its parishioners. Plans
Amat laid

the ecrncr:tone far ancth&r ehureh which was iedicated on

for a new church were drawn up. in 171 ». Blshop

,A}ril 31, 1878, in honor of 3t Vibiaﬁaﬁ Pom that sabe. st
Gatholies of Los A

na's cathedral was attended by the fnglish-speaking

reles, and Nuesira Sefiora la Reina de los

 Angeles by the Spar peoples

iahmspeaklig

In 1910, Nuestra Seflora was placed

in th% Gh ree

o

of the claretian fath&rs, under Whose gare

Present time, Thu church was njt large enoug

- the congregation, even thsu;* more fregquent massas‘were held.

el 1912 the @hgpel was rebailt and enle

sged. A transept

-~ form in shape., The large mﬁueri&11WinﬁQW’W83 3130 inatallcd¢,

The ehnreh and its patics fallew the Franecis

; 2le Jo Mo Guinn, "Eisterie houseg of Los Amﬁalea " in His-

S tzrical Scaiety of Southern Califernia, Pablicatiens,
E4=E5e e |
22, Etﬁ&lh&?&t Sanaabrial 321.

11T

Trees, ghrubs and flowers were planted, and the grounds

eles had inereas~




 chureh bench made by the Indians.

20

mission style of architecture, revealing also Moorish influ-
ence. In the chureh museum remain many interesting old relics
from the pueblo days such &s statues, pietures, altar pieces

= the first altar lamp and censer, and the first oross used

on the altar, as well as the first book used in mass, and a o

;spaei&lly‘interesting'arej‘

t'a paintings doﬁe by the Indians in 1814 with.vagetabla eelara

- e“uée'bat;painstak1;3 works, and gz oé‘ex%mples af the art

taaght the neophytes by the misgion fath@ra‘ The frescoes

. om the»interier and exterior of the chureh vere done by Hen:i

23

rapher of ILos Ange¢¢s¢

Penelon, a French artist, the first photog
After the erestion of St. Vihi@na*s cathedral in

1876, Nueatra gaﬁbra;la Reina de los &ngeles‘was no longer

the

only Catholie church in the town. However, it remained
the oldest and best known and loved landmark of the city.

Indeed, 1ts distinction and prestige inereased with the pas-

gage of the ysars, as much af the Spaniah atmosphere of the
0ld pueblo disappeared, en,ulfed by the modernity of the

American city. Today, Nuestra Selora is the chureh

- of the 3panish people, as it was in the early days before

gringo came. Much altered, the original timbers remain

23* - T‘ Ceeper Riderfs califbrﬂia’ ‘;uid&beek for tiravelers, £

431-432.




in the remodeled structure. Henri Penelon's angels, although

ague now under several coats of paint, still look down on

the plaza from the front facade. Rcbed priests conduet the

.maas@g, and 3panish worshipers kneel in prayer before the

 images of the saints as in those first pueblo dayse In the

plante

‘iin%rpatia,}a gtately palm d by the padres bends its

‘1eafy-fronds,sempletingthe Spanish atmogphere of the vener- ]

able old place. With the historic plaza as its backgr

ound,

- Nuestra Setiora la Reina de los ingeles is one efCaiif@rniatgi

most authentic and picturesque remmnants of the early Spanish

puﬁklﬁﬁﬁ
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