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SEPIK DISTRICT

AMBUNTI PATKOL REPORTS 1959-60

&
3 Officer
; Patrol No, Conducting Patrol. Area Patrolled.
| 1-59 /60 B.H./uleahy To Green River vie May River
i Patrol Post
,;- % 3-59 /60 J.E.Mater August River and Upper Sepik R,
/ 5-59 /60 A.Marks Arbunti S#b-District
i 6=59 /60 B.H.Mwlcahy Upper Sepik
+ ‘ 8=59 /60 B.H.Mulcahy Wagu-Yigei, Waskuk and Numau-
44 Ablatak Census Division
3 9-59 /60 J.H.Mater Svagym area
¢ (Correspondence only)
11--5% /60 B.H.Mulcahy May Rive. and Wongamusen
12-59 /60 B.H.Mulecahy Part of Main River
F =~ 13-59/60 J.H.Mater Part Iwam(May River) and part
; ‘;, Mianmin(Teleforidn)
§ }
L B 14-59/60 B.H.Muleghy Buruil Kunai
Fz 16-59 /60 B.H.Mulcahy May and Yellow Rivers
3 17-59 /60 P.J.Wright Main River Census Division
' Amanab
i 1-59 /60 J.C.Corrigan Nei-Faringi Census Division
R
- Spec-59/60 J.C.Corrigan Kwomtari and “ast Kwomtari

Census Divisions
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XXXXX X
Konedobu,

SBeptember, 19959,

The Distriet Officaew,
Senik District,
.'a'".'nt 2

Rezelpt ieg seknowledgede.
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\ 9 PRNo.1 Amb-59/60/

District Office,
Sepik District,
Wi t‘A.‘.{ N

3rd August, 1959.

The Director
Department o% Native Affairs,
KONEDOBU.

SPECIAL REPORT = AMBUNTI No. 1/59-60

€
I forwvard herevith copies of report of a special patrel
undertaken by Mr. P. O, Mulcahy, to replenish supplies to the Hay
River Post and organize supplies for a patrol at present being
vndertaken by Mr. Mater, Officer-in-Charge, MHay River, of the
August River,

The search for an alternmate site for the May River Patrol
Post, preferably with opportunity for developing a strip, continues
and Mr. Mulcahy's comments {para. 5) have been noted, A closer
look at the Yellow River area will be made by the Assistant District
0fficer, Ambunti, in the near future.

¥ith the arrival of Archimedes motors to replace Anzanis,

% X river patrolling lhas become considerably more effective in so far

as there has been a large decrease in breakdowns and officers
utilizing them have considerably greater confldence. This 1s
borne out by Mr, Mulcahy.

N
/ P
d\/dﬂuikﬁ)ﬁfbcw
(n. Te Jﬂﬁal)
ACTING DISTRICT OFFICER

For vour information lease.
J s P
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P = dodonday £th Jlra10%s Departod SUAGIP 0630 mud ccatinaod ups'roan to

; Depeday o Fulys O Departod TAURI 0630 and oontimind wpetr an o MAX
HIVER srriving 1555.0oth cances cwiplotely unlraded
by labouryiind Ralic cenviursati-n with Fr PO Mater
ot Abmtdelater intarviewsd DeJeSchudlt cencorning
antry inte restricted territory.Chocted stores and
ronainod overnlg:te

Exiday 19th Sulia1990s Police Dotechnent lined and inspecuodeStation
ingpoction carriol eut and instructirne given ™
werk to be currded eut mtil OIC rotumas,Had
sonvorsatien at 0740 uith lMreiatersRatirnis end

store chodksd and cargn for Mgast

1radode

Wuqmmatmd;mmh

i
T
R
E
:

Sndey 1280 MV 100. Dparted PIO 0700 and procosded wpsetres: passing
VAGHASL at 10% and wrriving YALAN gt the mouth of
the Hansor River at 1200, ade as to
uharesbouts of iredater ad as ne infermation
availsble rotimod te MAG/ASI.leerd that hr.i’ghr uns
ot DioeDoparted AAGHASI and precoeded uwp the FARINGI
Rivor.River a nase of megs and docided not to

Puather ot v, PO later cormdng atroan

vl sty hevkar: shear pineTeved o
back to K arriving 1700.Double canee badk
» 4 to PARINGE fo oolloct cargveSet wp reugh cawp and

ronainod overniht MAMASI is gpprox. mlmtos
wotrean fren the FAIINGI River en tho Inl't bemls,

Uenday 130 Ml 108 Camp site carplotedeWoriod en tun canmes obtalnod frem
Creon Rlssr paltlng backs in umﬁmmm
w3 caioe cotploted and the other partd hy 1000,
Boublo canee te FARINGI at 1740 to niek wp rations,
retumed at 1050,

enday 14th Julveildile Pound river had drepped approxe feot overnight and
caneo had sk hy the stern with  neters and 5 begs
of rice on LoardeStartod work at G630 on uotors .
All four meters cemplotely stripped cloaned and ~iled,
All ro-osp esbled end ruming by 100.ix later
oiploted work en backs of caoes and ctarted te
deubleo tham,
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iehadday 19t ML100,. Imlabter teo TALARY to collect twn druns of

petrol, dorikod en bad of double cune whioh wus

comploted by T200,Af%aamorn gpant ot aorrespendence
md mixing fuel far motorseRadis orrversstl-n with
Telafomin md Groen Rlver at 1630,

' Surader 10th Alva19W.  Doparted MAGHAST et 0630 with Mrglmtar,Te mouth

i of PARINGI por powsred canoe and to DIO per pull
canoge Walked to Green River Patmel Post arriving
1100, Remained ovemight freen Nvaryia,DC Kllie
arrived Greer River 1230 md departed 1530,

Dder 100 B0 M Green River writing Patrel Raporte
Salpnder B BLATON, At Green Rlven,
amday 19% AlNa19Ps Obperved at Gromn Rivex,
LaNday 200 AiXa 1050 At Green Rivem,
o Deadey 2lat RlY199, At Groem Rive
. ake adw 2.4 Wiy 199, Dwarted Groes River at 1200 md arrived Aibunti 1315,

HID oF DEARY.
FEr ™ | t1 79y
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dndnoeday T A 00

P——
TATRL srsdving 1700.000 wp cup ad inspocted
bl liting ret wWals for lay Mver Patrel Foste
Instmuoiod natives to store orvefully mill they
cenld he predhaned, wnined ovenighte

Gaader 2 Mlel0Te  Dmparted TAIRI 0630 gl oomtimod wpetean to VAT
x 1 Pae crevorsation with | 2,P0 Mater
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Sandow 4th Slvel Teamd x‘mlﬂl&!ﬁ" W aprzened foot evoani ht and
- ooes ladl vk Ly the stam wiih | moters ad 5 boge 3
of Meo en hoari.Starto work at OO0 ca molets o !
All fear oeters ceirlotoly stripped ~lommed onxd ~1laode %
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District Oflicer,

ﬁ Districs,

Sunpriats are forwarded under separate cover.

The Report indicates good ”‘m. and
parent that further penetration will -&
in the future due to the obvious di
noted by Mr. Mater.

It is the remarxs of this a
other patrols, llut 7‘%“:“& relations .’ :
m' of work have been @ b

 KONEDOBU
" 30th September, 1959
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w"/' D '30 )/
In Reply
Please Quecte
g No.PR.AmD 3- 946“@1 "
4 e
— ~ e stric '\‘ r
Z 15 SER19SI - '
4 e v .
w,,’a,% '«ﬂnﬂ\ o 10th September, 354@
-9(7 ¢ ) ‘

The Director — o
DoErtlont of Native Affairs, )
L REPORT - I * "l

Forwarded yours is report of the above

atrol  ir<4gh
the August and Upper Sepik river areas conducted Mr, W
Officer Mater. ;

The patrol, which was accompanied by Army personnel é'

experience was well conducted and has givon us a fair picture
pqgnlation trends through this region. It 1is anticipated "ha
future visits to the area will be undertaken by Green River -
personnel, L

It would appear that further penetration up the leQ
is impossible by water due to (a) swiftness of current and e v
impassable obstructions by snags. ,

The report indicates that excellent contact was made with
the upper river villages and will be of grnt value to any follew
~up patrols, The map which accompanies the report, increases w :
information and I would appreciate it if eight (8) copies can bé
sunprinted for the District and forwarded in due course.,

i

Claim for camping allowance }s attached. - MY

(A. T. CAREY)



PR.Anb 3-59/60/411
District Office,

!ﬁ District,

10th September, 1959.

Director

mn o} Native Affairs,
.

PATRO), REPORT = 4 BUNTI NO, 3

Ferwarded yours is report ¢! the above patrol th{:th
m August and Upper Seplk river areas condacted
0fficer Mator,

The patrol, which was accompanied by Army personnel for
experience was well cenducted and has given us a fair picture of
muon trends through this region, It is anticipated that
visits to the area will be undertaken by Green River

It would appear that further penetration up the
is impossible by water due to (a) swiftness of current and (
impassable obstructions by snags.

The report indicates that excellent contact was made with

tne r river viliages and will be of atnlmto follow
up pa The map which accompanies ho::uu
information and I would appreeciate it if ot;h (8)” 20pies can be
sunprinted for the District and forwarded in due course.

Claim for camping all~vance is attached,

laansy

A. T, CAREY)




TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.

"RID/TI"
30 =1 / - 62

Sub=District Office,
Sepik Distriet,

AMBUNTI .

2Tth August, 1959,

i

e

Tﬁhe Matriet OF i
Sepik District,
WEWAK .

AMBUNTI PATROL §O.3 (F 1959/60.

T attach hereto three(3) coples ol the abovementioned

renord.

2 - Mr. Mater has conducted this patrol in nis usual
efPecient manmer snd hes added considerably %o our Imowledge
of this Jittle known area.

3 - Tt was & plty that further penetration up the
August was smpossible under the clrcumstances but this was
over—ahadowed by the excellent contact made, on the Upper
Sepi}f ©

4 - This wae the first real trial we have given the
Archimedes motors and their overwhelming superiority over
the Angzani's was amply demonstrated.

5 - A map of the patrol route goes forward with this
nemopandun &nd 1% wonid be appreciated if six gopies crild
be sunprinted and Torwavyded to this cffiecs.

* ¥

( . J. Daugherbye)
a/Asgistant District Officgg.




RY OF A NEW GUINEA.

30«1/~ 62

Sub-District Office,
Sepik Mstrict,

4

2Ttk August, 1959.

The Distriet Officer, : |

ﬁ Detrict, . ‘
H

| 8
1
%
£
= 1

AMBORTI PATROL ¥0.3 OF 1959/60.

I attach hereto three(3) copies of the abovement:iloned !

4 = This was the firsi real tx7®l we have given the
MMnﬂﬁcbmﬁhu ority ever

5 - A map af the patrol route goos Torwwrd with this
remorandum and 1% 'ﬂﬂ Yud 47 six copies sould
be sunprinted and tmu-ud thid effice.

' i '
Ligh Aol
{ E. J. Daughewdy.)




Sub-District Office
Sepik District,

30 =1/~ 62

27th August, 1959,

The District Officer

ﬁ.mﬂnﬂ.

I attach hereto three(3) copies of the aheovementioned

aix

w

memorandum and it
be sanprinted and forwarded

the paitrol route 8 forward wi
wnnbo Se it
thias office.

A map of

5 =

Ve
4 .

o)

(!o‘o

S e Tt

i




30 =1 / - 62

I attach hereto three(3) copies of the abovementioned

rELOTE.

w

wil

_Q

d ALy

Lhoa

L i .
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gile: 3. 30,

fatrol Josi,
ay liver,
anounti Sub-District.

1 ® E;lc l‘\\l‘;u"s :v’ 19)"0

aAssistant District Ofi'icer,

: y n
.A___n SRS T e

gtea - Lrolleds :August nlver and Sepik River,

rersonnel H. Mater Ffatrol fii3er.
Js  H, Jevit%, ¢nd. Lieutenant, P.I.R..

wative Police,

&)
o F.l.li. Other Rarike,

Ruration of Patro) Y th-tjulY, 1959,
O

1 f!i}'x. Augus t, l():)‘.,;-

Objects ; a, 2nable the Army detach
i (perience in the ar
ontact the population of the

12 porulation of the
...u.lu '-‘(}a.

{




INTROTCYION .

\

1. The rirst object of this patrol was to patrol along the
iugust River, a right bank trmbutary of the Seplik River approxinately
520 miles from its mouth. The August River had only becn visited onee
prior to this patrol, by a group of geologists wit terprise of New
Guinea, accomyanied by Putrol Officer MrJM. Brightwell in 1954. This
party spent a lot of time in thae area but met with very few people,
and Mr. Brightwell estimated the population at less than 150. The
object of this patrol was to investigate the possibility of further
population which NMr. Brigntwellfs party might have riscsed,

In this respect the patrol was unuble to achieve its
objective. This is the dry season and except for flash flvods, the
August River is %oo nga‘upd too fill of snags to e2llow outboard
motors tv be usged pass the Augnst/CGwin junction.. The river above '
the Cwir camp was far too swift for paddle curoes and the state of 1]
the river was dangerous to the patrol's pesonnel and equipment .
From the Cwin camp to tie Wogarabei/August junction would ve five il
days walk tlwoug> vnpopulated country along the river bank. 1t would 3
necessitate cutting a track all the way, and carrying all supplies
for the trip up axd back. Ag the August River is practicelly
unpopulated (See Patrol Heport Wo. 2 1954/55.) the patrol d.d not

warrant jeopadising the persornel and equipment. The p2ti0l turned

back at this point without meeting any population. =
2e The patrol was also reguired te convact any populatior living

along the Sepik River above LTAKE Village, the highest point previously
reached by a patrol from Green River Patrol Poate.In this respect the
patrol had considerable success. Contact was made with all the groups
upstrean from BIAKE village as far as the Dutch Boarder and excellen
Native/Covernment rela’innships were estidblished.

-

A map was compiled ahowing all the gettlenents along the
Upper Sepik, and this map is cneclose”,

4 3. With respect fo the third objective I feel that the Army
| Detachment bonkfited in experience from this pat ol into new=contacted
aArens .

The writer's assocliation with Tt. Tevi+" was a happy one
| throughout; and the poiice and other rankc combired w+1] ir all phases
of routine patrol work.

4o The patrol was conducted without incident.
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Vile 4

S R, B

A T b -
4 J A ASMLL serea
acce.Ler »C1ll un
. amnd y
i - A - a - .
P Ui al'dell nouse
7 ! ’ .
\/ : Wl iarge )
) Lile CCUu (i’lto' riled vel L'e
Al several children wvere seei
were reassurred when t 37 a
L river L0 Le
" - - > 1 T - -~
flo ing and i1u.l 1 Se
ifucation in the river
| 1 "

' . 1 © o . |
SR, & large comaanal house whieh appearsd deserted
Arrived O IALK, »aw sever 4 calldren running
as the patrol a ichie =8 1 the peopl jore reassurred
's 1ce & | 1 apout 2¢ L QTes,
3uilt 4 at WG IANA v ang man upstream with
l,‘.
a trade u L L bossh »LAla.ly, The next settlement
upstrean and reoorz 2 ) . In the area, Ihnic brought
rompt results and a gr f AUKS en 1ncluding the "bogsboy™
arrived in about inute: ree . a elp set up camp.
whnen 1€ pe e Wil s n awvay returned and wvere
contacted “he reception was very fp Lendly, and the peonle
volunteerer. to bring firewo 14 heliped erect |amp. wStivate the
dpulation at about 20,
'reaved a 181l Dbo; I advanced yaws wild Senieildin
1l & 1eww other wound: na wropieas ) showed a good
appreciation of dicine an ere a 3 1I0r treatuent.
vernight a ad LA ie
LN le JULY, .L)"‘i._ ]
1
30 Departed UASIANAM u @ with two motors., arounded
I strippe L On one motor at = continued on with one
11l The LIl Was 1 laced 1191 thh motors gC1in .'),b'i'ifl at
081te AIYANAY, 1 disus comaunal nouse on the right
oinal aconut grove on the righ AL - a sSeapl8ne was reported
to have landed here nrobab! uring ar.
0913 Reac a bifuecation in the river id us the left banik.
ATJ] U3 TANAM lage is bui ; n thas in 2 river,
Shored on this isla ) cted camnp. igitad

sett
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15¢
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Patrol Post, ‘
River,
t1 Sub-District, j
tsth, August, 1959, |
i

e |
| |

Assistant Distriet Officer, "'!3
. e |

mmn.._a;_w_mm b

Arga Fatrolleds :l.uut River and Upper 8Sepik River.

o @ Peizoinel & J. H. Nater, Patrol Officer,
J. H. Dovitt, 2nd. Lieutemant, P.I.R..
!

1! 6 Native Polise.
; 6 P.i.R. Cther Ranks,
:
i

Ruration of Patrol ; 18%th. July, 1959.
| to
v ' ® 10th. Avgust, 1959,

| 2% days.

Objects o Patzoli a) To enable the Army detachment to
o) gin experience in the area.

contact the population of the
August River.
£ E-] ¢) To cantact the population of the ¥
} Upper Sepik River area. ~
( 7. H Ma
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INTRODUCTION.
1. The first object of this patrol was to patrol along the
River, a ri bank tribm of the Se River aszunnto]q
$20 piles from its mouth. The River had been visited once
or to this patrol, “ of geo sts with Enterprise of New

¢+ occompanied by Patrol cer Mr M. Brightwell in 1954, This
)m;rmt & lot of time in the area but ut with very few people,
Brightwell estimated the population at less than 150. The
object of this patrol was to investigate the vossibility of further
population which Mr. Brightwell's party might have missed.

In this respect the patrol was umable wc achieve ite
objective. This is the dry season and cxecept for flash floods, the
August River is too and too fill of snmage to aliow ocutheard
motors to be used pas® the /Gwin junction.. The river above
the Gyin camp was far too swi for dle canoes and the state of
the river was dangerous to the patrol's persomnel and equipment.
Prom the Gwin camp to the Weo bei/August junetion would be five
days walk t unpopulated country along the river bank. It would
necessitate cu a track all the way, and carrying all supplies
for the trip up back. As the August River is praetical.
unpopulated (See Patrol Report No. 2 1354/55.) the pat.rol did not
warrant jeopadising the persom:el and equipment. The patrol turned
back at this point without meeting any population.

2. The patrel was also required to contact any population living
along the River above lI y the nann previously
reached by a patrel from Greem River Pa lront. respect the

pctul had considerable success. Contact was made with all the groups
from BIAKE village as far as the Dutch Boarder and excellent

la ve/Government relationships were entablished.

A map was compiled showing all the settlements along the
Upper Sepik, and this map is enclosed.

3. With ro-zoct yo the third objective I fesl that the Army
Detachment berifited in experience from this patrol into new-contacied
areas.

The writer's association with Lt. Devitt was a happy ome
throughout; and the police and other ranks combined well im all phases
of routine patrol work.

4. The patrol was conducted without incident.
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Saturday, 18th, July, 1999,

Army Norseman Charter arrived at 095 with Lt. Devitt
and six other ranks, Departed for MAGWASI Base Camp at 100%,
Reached the DIO (FARINGI) River at 1150 and walked slony the right
bank of the DIO downstream to the canoces on the right bank and
started paddling at 1230, Reached the mouth of the 8epik at 1335
and met the patrol's double canoce with two Archimedes outhoard
motors. Downstream to MOHANB village on the right bank of the
Sepik arriving at 1410, Recruited 4 carriers. Left MOHANE 1%+ and
arrived MAGWASI Base Camp at 1550,

Finalised carriers and made preparations for departure
upstrean tomorrow morning, Overnight at MAGWAL i,

Sunday, 19th, Julv, 1999,

Used two double cances to transport stores and personel
%o a base camp en the left bank of the Sepik opposite the mouth
of the AUGUST River (Vernacular YAPISEI) using outboard motors,

The first double canoe driven by APA using one Archimedes
departed MAGWASI at 0710 upstrean,

The second canoce with Lt, Devitt and self departed at 0720
using two outboards, This canoce wa=s soon found to be overloaded
and ran at half speed to BUNA village where 5 carriers were offe
loaded at 8745 to be collect later, Continued upstream and passed
the first party at 0825,

Mouth of ;
0900 Y SARU 7illage (JAUSER R. Left DBank,
1050 ARAJRU (Small Settlement,) Right ®
1120 KOBARARU Left »

1250 Arrived August base caup,
1330 Canoce dept, downstream for rest of supplies.

This base camp was previously used by a party from Enter -
prise of New Guinea, It consisted of one large native materials
house with a raised limbom floor and comfortably housed the 40
g::so;;}. Tgé? house 1s in a good state of repair and well construc-

" x

The other double cance arrived at 1445,

Night guard carried out by both P.I.R., and police personel.
This guard wvas unnecessary but thought adviseaﬁle to enable the
two groups o adjust themself before proceeding into the August,

24y 5

2nd, Double canoe departed for MAGWASI for extra stores
at 0630, At eamp at AUGUST/SEBPIK Junction awaiting cances from
HAGWASI. Expected 1st, double canoe to arrive at noon but due to
ainor engine trouble it did not arrive until 1715 when it run out of
fuel about # mile downstream. Three police swam a W% drum to the
stranded eanve which finally arrived at 1820,

The socond canoe arrived at 1920

: Bverybody now in camp and made preparations to proceed up
the August tomorrow,
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Heavy rain all night and a heavy fall during the worning.
Finally departed up the August when the rain ceased at 1135 with two
double canoes, Passed the WO Baret on the right bank at 1215,
Passed NANAMI (one small house) Left bank at 1230,
- BIlI Two ™ " - " " 1310
. 0ld August River Base Right " " 1320
The river began rising rapidly and running very svi .
The second double cance was making little head'ay with one ou
1520 Started both motors on the first double canoe and commenced
pulling the second double -~ still making very slow progress and
the river was rising very quickly. 1600 One motor on the first
double canoe stopped and both canoes were barely able to hold their
owr against the current, A lot of big logs started floating by
and decided to shore on the lef$ bank, ' |

S — —

i, s et

The left bank showed signs that it was subject to flooding
and as the river was still rising decided to cross the right bank
and make camp, Completed the crossing at 1700 and made camp in a
betel nut grove, The river reached its peak at 0200 during the
night and then be an falling slowly.

Yednesday, 22nd, July, 1939.

0630 The river has fallen about three feet from its peak
but still too high to proceed upstrear so decided to wait,

Radio econtacted with A.D.0. Ambunti for more¢ fuel. »

Departed upstream at 1000, Ths river has fallen approximat
ely 5 feet but is still running high and fast,

1050 Passed USINAM (One house) Right Bank,

Started both motors on the firs$ cance and coumenced
pull the second eanoce which was making very little head
against the cuirrent with one motor., 1115 Shored om the left of
the August River opposite the junction of the AWTE and AUGUST Rivers.

Commenced erect camp. Lt. Devitt departed for the
August/Sepik Base Camp at 1245 to collect the remaining carriers
and stores.

Overnight at GWIN Base Caup,

Zhursdav, 23rd. July, 1999.

At Gwin Base Camp.

Conversation with A.D.0. Ambunti to arrange fuel to be
shipped to Green River Patrol P st,.

Lt. Devitt arrived with two double canoes at 1200 .
Arranged stores for movement upstream tomorrow.

Exiday, 2%th, July, 1999,

Radio eontact with Ambunti and departed upstrean using
two double cances at 0835, River shallow, swift and full of snags.

Started both motors on the first cance and started pulling
the seeond canoe 0935 as 1t was barely making headway. Reached the
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- SJirst bifucatica in the river at 1010 with the river ruaning very

fast. Broke srear pins on both motors on the first canoce and only
prompt action by P.I.R. and lice personnel saved us from being wash-
ed into snags. Started agaln after replacing pins but soon ran

into snag-filled rapids and broke another pin . Used ropes to lower
canoes back through rapids and snags. The river at this stage was
impossible for canoe travel and 4dangerous for patrol personnel and
notors. From this point to the WOGARABEI River Juncticn would take

5 days thro unpopulated coantry along the river bank, It
would necessitate cutting a track all the way for carriers, and carry-
ing 3upglios for the trip up and back., As the whole fugust River area
is practically unpopulated the patrol did not warrant jeopadising perse
nnel or equipment, especially as the four outboard motors are

already showing s!gns of vear and tear,

Returned to Gwin Base Camp, after a precarious trip
downstream when we ‘vere 'ashed into snags twice, fortunitely without
mishap., Arrived Gwin at 1245, Radio contact with A.D.0. Aabunti
at 1630 and discussed patrol conditions and future plans., Ovare
night at Gwin Base Camp.

Saturday, 29th, Julv, 1999,

At Gwin Camp, Radio contact with Green River Patrol Post,
and learnt that 44 gallons of benzine and 2 X % gallons of 3. A. B.
40 o011 have been carried to the mouth of the DIO River for the
use of the patrol,

1030 Radlo contact with A.D.0. Aabunti and D.C. Hewak
to discuss the patrol's movements, It wvas decided that the patrol
shculd leave the Jjugust River in view of the complete lack of popul-
ation and the danger to personnel and equi ment caused by the shal ow
swift-flowing river and numerous snags.

Dispatehed both canoes downstream at 1035, They arrived at
the August/8epik Base Canp at 1255, The main double canoce re-
commenced up the August from the Bace Bamp at 1335 to pick up the remai
nddr of the petrol personnel including Lt, Devitt and self and
arrived at the Gwin Camp at 1510,

In the meantime LT, Devitt and self made a stort trip
upstream along the rivar bank but found no signs of popuiLation -
no gardens, tracks, houses or food trees,

Departed Gwin Basa Camp at 1630 and all personnel were in
canp at the August/Sepik Base at 1820. Overnight at August/Sepik
Base.

Sundav, 20th. Julve 1979.

Departed August Base Camp in both cances at 0850 after
payinz off earriers and sorting cargo for the trip up the Sepik.

Three of the four gutboards stopped en route due to
blockages in the cooling caused by conginually in the August,.
Finally arrived MAGWASI with one motor operative and towing the
second canoe.

Left surplus supplies and second canoce at MAGWAST with two
police, two motor drivers and one U/S motor . Collected 44 gallons
of benzine at MAGWASI and spent the afternoon at MAGWASI getting
threc motors in good running order. This was completed by 1500,
Overnigkt at MAGWASI.

Hondav, 27th. Juby, 1999.

Departed MAGWASI in doub) ranoe with two motors running
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at O5%0 upstream:
0650 Passed BUNA Left bank
0720 o Island in the River
0750 \s YABARU Left bank
1020 . KABARARU - -

11%0 Arrived August/Sepik Base Canp, This was a particul-
arly fast trip from MAGWASI to the August River as the canoe was
practically emply, the river slow and the two outboards running well,

1330 Departed Auguss/Sepik Base and procueded upstrean
with all the patrol's personnel and equipment in the one double
¢anne - a very heavy load which would not permit the use of two
motors for fear of - amping the canoe. This will be remedied
by buying a native canoe and towing this with a lot of bulk stores,

Arrived BIAKE at 1630 after a varﬁ slow trip. Passed one
large comeunal house on the right benk at 1 30 kmown as AISU, and

a4 BILAKE gnrden house at 1430, BIAXKE consists of one very large
communal house and two smaller houses with a population of approx-
imately 50. Good reception although a little nervous. Treataed
two bad cases of yaws with penicillin and recruited the lulnai

GUNIO as guide for the trip upstream.

Arranger to puwchase a cance tomorrow to tow excess
cargo. Overnight at BIAKE., Upstream o.' BIAKXE has ouly been
visited once by a Government officer since tie war ( Mr. Orightwell
with Enterprise of New Guinea in 195%,)

2uesday, 29th, Julv, 1999.

Five minutes upstrean by cance %o WOIKIAMA on the Left ’
bank with four armed ascorts. ALl but one old man had ran away -
these people returned after about an hour when thsy realised therc
was nothing to fear and they were seen at WOIKIAMA when the patrol
finally departed upstrecam, WOTKIAMA consists of one large communal
house which probably houses about 40 people.

Downstream from WOIKIAMA about ¥ minutes to SARUA, but
this place was also deserted. This .s only a small scitiement of
one house which houses about 12 peonle. I do not consider these
desertions from the patrol as serious. The people are naturally
timid and I feel sure that they will sbop home for the next
patrel as good econtaet is being made with ather groups .n the area
and it would probably have an adverse afteet to iasist on their
appearance at this early stage of Government contact,

Raining most of the morning and finally departed at 1130
upstrean after buying a native canoe which was attached to the
»atrol ': double to take 800 lbs., of carge. This enabled two out-
poards to be used without fear of swamping,.

1275 Passed a RINEX small house on a point on the left
bank salled AMAMATARI,

1230 Passed A AGTIAM, one sm~ll house s the left bank.
1325 ARANE or the rizht bank, shored and erseted caus.,
Most of the people raa away as Tha patrol approached but retu
rned after friendly contact was made. GUKIO, the Lluluai of BIAKE
was very helpful in dispelling the people's doubts and fears. A
friendly, co-operative reception alt ugh the pecple wiere timid at
Told tie peopls of 1 rigin i ajas and dis~
cs2d the rudiments of Administrati Law and Ordecr, EsBinated
” opulation at 30,
reated some bad cas rews and Tropic lcers and
remain rnizht
e
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¥ednesdav, 29th, Julv, 1959 |
0830 Departed ASAMI upstrez~ with both motors working at about 2/3 !

acceleratian, S€1ll uwnablse to use both motors at full capacity for J
fear of swamping the canoe.

0905 Passed NIWOM garden house on the left bank.

0907 "  NIWOM, large communal house on the right bank. Most

of the occupants fled before the patrol was in sight but 3 women |
and several children were seen near the house and these people : H
were reassurred when they saw QUN IO with the patrol. | |

The river from here on was shallow in places, swifte-
flowing and full of snags.

0935 Bifucation in the river, used the left bank,

1 W " " " " n rig}lt " !
1050 Passdd PORAPAGOM, a2 large communal house which appeared deserted. |
1120 Arrived MASIANR. Saw several women and children running =
away as the patrol approached but again the people were reassurred

by GUNIO's presence and returned after about 20 minutes.

Bullt caap at MASIANAM and sent a young man upstream with i l
a trade amirror for the "bossboy" of AUKSTANAY | he next settlement |
upstream and reported to be the biggest in the area. This brcaght i 1
prompt results and a group of AUKSIANAM men including the "bossboy*

arrived in about %0 minutes to greet the patrol and help set up camp.

When all the people who initially ran away returned and were !1
contacted the reception was very friendly, and the people ‘ |
volunteered to bring firewood and helped erect camp, Bstimate the i
population at about 20,

Treated a small boy for advanced yaws with peniecillin
and a feww other wounds and tropical ulcers. Showed a good ‘
appreciation of medicine and were arxicus for treatment. ‘

Overnight at MASIANAM,

Zhursday, 30th, July, 1999,

0830 Departed MASTANAM upstream with twe motors. Grounded ! ;
and sfripped a pin on one motor at 0845 - continued on with one ‘
motor until the pin was replaced and both motors goiny again at ; ,
0855 opposite AIYANAM, a large disused communal house on the right I
bank, '
0910 Smallcoconut grove on the right bank - a seaplane was reported
to have landed here probably during the war. !
0913 Reached a bifuecation in the river and used the left bank. i
AUKSTANAM village is built on thés island in the priver.

Camp visited all day by groups of people from AUKSIANAM

Shored on this island and erected camp. Visited !
AUKSTANAM settlement at 1330 with 4 escorts, A friendly reception '
with many women and children present who did not show any signs of
timidity. Returned to camp and treated seweral cases of saws and one
tropical uleer.

vernight at AUKSTANAM,
Exidave 31s*y July, 1999

At AUKSIANAHM, verhauled motors. ave second injections

to yaws sufferers irecludi ! small boy from MASTANAM who's parents
paddled uz from thelir village for him to receive additional treate
ment- a good indicati I confidence in EBuropean medicine.
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0815 Departed AUKSIANAM upstreanm ,
0825 Passed a garden house on the right bank,
0855 Passed thro a mage of snags at a point where

iy

Enterprise of New Gulnea had its highest camp in 195%,

0920 Arrived NABAI.

An excellent reception, all the people turned out to greet
the prtrol and helped erect camp. Within a few minutes tae people
were telling the writer about various sick people in the village
and were inquirjng when treatment would be given- a good indication
of the respect mediclne has won for the patrol tec date.

“*egted numerous advanced cases of vaws and wany tropical
uleers which could be literally measured in square feet, Visited
the large communal house in the afternoon arnd discussed the patrol's
origin, aimrs ete., Bstimated the population at approximately %5,

Two corpses were sean hung up in the house in an advanced
state of decomposition. Demonstration of firearms,

NABAI 1is on the right bank of the Sepik ofposite the

confluence of the 3epik and West Rivers 552 miles from the mouth
of the Sepik River.

Sunday, 2nd, August, 1999.

0750 Departed upstream from NABAI after giving second
injections to all the yaws cases Breated yesterday.

Passed a bifucation and kept to the right bank,

0850 Reached the Junction of a major bifucation and
encountered a samall whirlpool which caused considerable anxiety.
Kept to the right branch known ir che vernacular as PI0 ( the left
branch is called IPSAI) .

0925 Passed a small hcouse on the left lank, From here oa
the water was slower, although still quite swift,

1045 Arrived ATKUDMRIKUM and unloade. patrol stores and
supplies and most personnel.

1100 Left AIKUMEIKUM and continued upstream in an almost
empty canoe with both motors operating to capacity. The rest of the
personnel remaihed at AIKUMEIKUM to erect canmp.

1120 Reached the top ¢f the IPSAL/PI0 bifucation

1220 Passed a large sandbar with the BUGWA Baret to the

east,

1300 Arrived MOFINIOP and shored ou the left bank,

This settlement consists of a small communal house which XK
hous2s about 15 people, but unll but one man fled into the bush when
thke patrol approached and would not return in spite of a lot of
calliag out,

1350 Left MOFINIOP and returned downstream on one mector
at half throttle for stearage.

1440 Reached vop of IPSAI/PIO bifucation and broke a pin,

1450 Arrived AIKUMEBIKUM after starting second motor

Taspectel settlement., Talked with people and rema ined
overnight.

" The river above AIKUMEIKUM is shallow, swift and full of
Snags. The population is extremely sparce and does not warrant
jeopodising the patrol perscnnel and equipment in a very tricky and
often dangerous river ahove AIKUMEIXUM. Therefore decided to return
downs trean.

Monday, 3rd, August, 1999.
Rain delayed departure until 0920, Then proceeded down-
stream with one motor at about half throllle for slearage only as

the river was running at at least six knots.
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79595 Reached the junction of the PI0 and IPSAI
branches of the large bifucation.

1015 Passed NABAI.

104C Arrived AUKSIANAM and shored to dress sores treated
on the trip up river

1100 Proceeded downstream

1120 Arrived MASIANAM and camped, %“rc. “od several sores

and gave additional treatment to several people who vwere previously

treated on the trip up river,
Overnight at HASTANAM.

Tuesday, 'tth, August, 1979 .

0805 Departed MASIANAM and proceeded duwnstrean.

0815 Reached PORAPAGOM , a large commvnal house
on the left bank an! went ashore.

0835 Continued downstream

0920 Arrived NIWOM. This 1s a large communal house on
the right bank which houses about 12 people. A body was seen
hung up )to tiie celiling ( the traditional meathod cf ddsposing of
the “do

0940 Proceeded on dommstream and arrived ai. ASAMI at
1000 where camp was made. Discussions with the people and remained
overnight.

Hednesday, Jth, August, 1973.

0325 Departed downstream from ASAMI,

0925 Arrived BIAKE.

Visited WOIKIAMA communal house, These people ran away
when 1 visited them 10 days ago but 72 men were present to day,

although no woamen were present, Two bodies were seen hanging to the
ceiling,

Dressead several sores at BIAKE and remained overnight,

Ihursday, 6th. August, 1959,

0810 Departed downstream from BIAKE,
0850 Arrived AT3U, a larg? comuunal house on the right
bank, Disecussians with psople and estimate the
population 1t 20,
0920 Proceeded on dowmstrean to arrive at August/Sepik
Base Cump at 0940,

0830 Departed August/Sepik Base Canp downstream with
two inotors going.
0920 Passed KXACARARU
1145 . BUNA.
1210 Arrived MAGWASI and camped. Repairs to double canoe
during afterrnoon.

Satupday, 8th, August, 1922.
At MAGWAST. verhauled three osutboard motors.

QSIE}[ gth a”gnﬁs ] '2r!‘q.
At HAGWASI. Ybserved.

To Green River,
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12th November, 1959.
The District Officer,
Sepik Distriot,

NEWK. |
PATTCL FEPORT No.5/39-60

You are reainded that welccatsion of Sub dietrict
and Divisiona’ boundaries have o be ratified by thie
Headquarters, before confirmation since amendments of | g
our statistics are nacensary for information amnd g

mrﬁng to authority snd other 1

The bulk of the New Ounca peoyle are contacted
na.;v means of Field Patrols, :d ‘hey are a major, ox
the anajor, instrument oi’ policy siztemente .&
pogonda - an sluost imposeibdle function if the purely
-taticucal and routine wirk is rushed through to get
onteo the next village group.

Your remarin concerning the sbsenve of magioco- |
religions wanifestations are noted with pleasure. , 1
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA ol
/ In Reply
Please Quote

District Office,

Soﬁik District,

26th October, 1959

O
The Director

Dosirtlent o} Native Affairs,

PATROL REPORT NO ~60Q = AMBUNTI

The abovewentioned report, submitted by Mr. A. Marks,
Cadet Patrol officer, is forwarded herewith.

The patrol was of a routine nature, the main aim of
which was the collection of capitation tax for the current year,

The patrol was leisurely and the time spent at each
village was put to good use. In too many instances there is a
growing tendency to hasten through areas.

It is pleasing to note that no evidence of cult
activities were found, as this section of the river has a

chequered history of cultism from way back. The price of peanuts,

which is a fluctuating one, may discourage production and every
effort will bte made towards encouraging perennials. A trial
coffee garder. being established at the school at Pagwi could do
much to trigger sufficient enthusiasm for them to undertake this
type of development, It will be essential that pai.rols visit
the area at regular intervals.

§npi§111;1g§_hgnnnarxeg - The alteration in boundaries
between Maprik and Ambunti was made because the people within the
villages concerned were not river people, had no canoes or access

to Ambunti except with assistance of the river people,and who were

within easy access of Maprik through the Maprik/Pagwi road link

Consideration is being given to the establishment of
a patrol post in the Pagwi/Barui area and should this eventuate,
the Barui Kunai people in entiretly, would be within easy access
of this porc. No altoration of the boundary is contemplated at

the preseat time,

The patrol war well conducted and Mr, Marks has
presented a good report of what is his second solo patrol.

Claim for camping allowance is attached for payment,

For your information, pledse.
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The abovementioned report, submitted by Mr, A, Marks, , |
Cadet Patrol officer, is forwvarded herewith, : l
|

The patrol was of s routine nature, the main aim of ]
which was the collection of capitation tax for the current year,

The patrol was leisurcly and the time spent at each
village was put to good use, In too many instances thore is a
growing tendency to hasten through areas,
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It is pleasing to note that no evidence of cult
activities were found, as this section of the river has a 1
chequered history of cultism i'rom way back, The price of peanuts, ;
which 1s a fluetuating one, may discourage production and every { |
effort will be made towards encouraging perennials, A trial i
coffee garden belng established at the school at Pagwl could do  H 1
much to c¢rigger sufficient enthusiasm for them to undertake this HEA
type of development, It will be essential that patrols visit VAR 1

the area at regular intervals.

mﬁmmm = Ihe alteration in boundarfies | 1
between Maprik Ambunti was made because the people within the & i
villages ccncerned were not river people, had no canoes or access 5 N

to Ambunti except with assistance of the river people and who were
within eacy access of Maprik through the Maprik/Pagwi road link

Consideration 1s being given to the establishment of i
a patrol post in the Pagwi/Barul area and srould this eventuate, } 1
“he Barul Kunal people in entirety would be within easy access !
of this post. No alteration of the boundary is contemplated at '
the present time. - 1
§
}
8
I

The patrol was well conducted and Mr. Marks has
presented a good report of what ie his second solo patrol.

Claim for camping allowance is attached for payment, ' ¥
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For your information, pleﬁle.
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Ambunti patrol Report - 5 of 58/59
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