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STATION.

REPORT of a PATROL made hyRaAa¥oodward Ag ReMe to

URAMA, GOPI and

ERA RIVIR DISTRICTS

General Inepection of Villages

Left Station on _July 25th

Number of Carriers employed

eturned to Station on

for the purpose of

August Sré

12 Number of Police taken ¥

Name of Vessel used and of Officer in Chargehsmngh Eikord = ReA,Voodwerd

Villages visited KIVAUMAX, MAI-AKI,

AIEIGAY, KINOMERR, TOVE-X, GOIRAVI,
KIP1, EBEGAU, QIGORI, IAVI-WANA,

'SOWAMUBA, IMEIA, O:OKENAI, MP-MPRE,GEBEBE, VAIAMU, ARU-U, BARAVI,
TAWADAI, IKORU, FNAROMERE.

(1) A siceteh wap of the distriet patrolled should accompany the report, showing, as nearly as possible, the
positions of the plaves visited and a copy is to be made for filing on the Station. The map is to be

Surnished whether the patrol is in a well-kaown district or not.

o uulla /uul vlll'mn’y Iu'o'u sent 4‘:/, o m‘r'mul uul[; l.:-' uuf ne:'c-.umu‘y.

If the patrol is over a route for which
A i ference to the previous report will

be suflicient. If the patrol is ocer a route of which part has already been included in a map, a suitable
sketeh should be sent to enable the other places to be added to the previous map.  For uniformity the map
must oceupy one of two sizes of paper—-either the size of a half-sheet of ruled tuolmup or the size of a

whole or double sheet,

(2) In ihe body of the report the waie of the village should be followed by the name of the V.C. The wumber

of houses and the ’mllllluhuu,
should as wueh as possible he

() The Patrol I("'mrl 18 to be enclosed in this Jacket, which,

noted and l'l'Iull"l‘:’,

Secretary imanediately after each patrol,
(1) The space below is not to be written in.
(5) The cost t:f the !ulh'tr/ st be shown within, in the spuace Il"l)l'l’l,(‘ll.

UL

(L lll"'l'l'l/ s llll"'lll"'li', ';/uwll’ tl’ﬂu I)l' llfllh'll.

The customs uf the uwatives

properly filled in, is to be sert tothe Government

Forwarded to the Government Secretary.

Dato 10 08 ° 83
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RE20RT ON_PATROL 70 URAMA, GOPI & SRA RIVER
DISTRICTS
nly 2%k 18.8,

Acoempanied by Sorgt D00 and 6 A, I left The Station in
tue Distriot launch at 10 a.uwe with one cance in tow containing .
& number of discharged prisoners. \rriving et AIRD HILL st R}
11-30 I was entertcined to lunch by Mr Suteher anmi svailed nyuli! i
of taa opporturdty of inepooti whe two mandated children at
this Miseion., Both appesred to be well ceved for and quite j
omtented to remain there., Tventually I anchored off Gauri
Rest .use on the AleAli Ri-er end proceeded up tie oreek to the - ,j x
villagt . ths canoe. CAURI 1is nitnum at the source of a ;‘ "
smll ¢ eqk and, unforiunately for me It was low water and the
oreek “yv 80 it took ti Ddest part of am hour to drag the canoe \AI-. {
through 4> mud up to wme villege., With the esepticn of ¢iw ‘ N

tardsl 07 @ #u:ll ohild in the village there was nothing to £ind «

fanlt with. “Le V.C, wos inetructed to bring the mtives cone
fn the turial .. s1kor' on completion of this pstrul. The V€. |
was 4 80 ingtrasied 39 8o ‘'mee the muuig of an entirely nev
village on the vank oi the meln river -~ this the villegwrs »-u_i |
keen om doing. Yor tuzt inter-tridel warfare is ot en end __*
48 no nved foxr villagss to be hiddun away in the middle of onuit
and I have no Joubt that the people thensdelves wi'® appreciate :r
the charze when she new wvillage is completed., V.C. APA being v
& neeful Interpreter Hr e COPI Iirtriet T iusty oted hin to
moet mo there in two days time. 3
Leaving & 7+30 aem. I prooecdeli down the est wide of Urmse an
80 0 Yiveumal Village whero I arrived st 11«30 @.,m. The vills
weg practically “lu"tol - the V.C. un! najority of people hu.nf
St 8 88g0 oamp ®n the Ere River. I was far frow plesced wit!
$he condition of “ls villege and lese =0 when I found three g v“'-?
clame t> the houses. The Officer conducting the last patrol »

abou’ iWo months ago obviomsly overlooksd the lLotter detall,
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The VeC, obviously hae neglected his duty bhoth as regards the
oondition of the village and the burial thereln ard will be
punished, I then proceedsd to MAL-AKI ami AIBIGAI. Unfortunately
it was now 1aw water making the inspection of these villages a
somevhat disegreesble perfornance -~ I think they may Le adegmately
dcseribed as filthy oases in a sea of rmd,for to reach them it

was neovssary to traverse some 50 or 60 yards of deep rire only %o
be greeted on arrival at the village by the usual stench of deocayin; §
refuse whigh mq. all these Urams Villages, The question of
abandoning these unwholesome spote and msking new viilages on
fimer land lower down the oreek wis broached to the inhabitants.
Some thought it a good scheme and others wanted to remain in the |
homes of their forefathers. As & compromise I told those who wntel |
to do sc to build new villsges in the hopes that the rest soocner or;ﬂ
later will follow suit. I have slways discouraged the splitting
up of villeges imnthis NDivision but in these uﬁu it seams to be
the best mamme of getting the whole lot to eventually settle on
better lamd. There is no V.,C, at AIBICAI as hitherto the Maleaki :z‘
man hae been expected to supervise both, dut seeing that he does lo;
pay 88 much sttention to Aibigsi as he should,I think it would be
an advantage to appoint =« mm to the former place. "Thilst.at
Mai-aki I was requested by the V.C, to look at his sister who had .
been 111 for some tinme, It was aslleged that ec-meone had mede ]
pourri-pourri thus omsing the sickness and the looal village uoti:
had removed several slebs of timber from the urfartunste woman's
stomach but to no evali- hanoe my being requested to prescribe. "
Seeing that the woman appeareld to be iu th last throes of A,? ‘ -
consumption [ felt powerless to do anything, nevertheless, to :
satisfy her relatives I thought the least harmful drug womld be
& L'vingstone Rouser so sgoordingly gave her one. I have not yet
heard as to whether my mura-muts was more efficasious thm that
0x the village medieine ma or not. After walting = couple of
houre for the tide [ shifted the launch round to Kinomere an!

anchored for the night at $ p.m.



uly 27th .

(]

Ir the morning I inspected the villages of KINOMPRE, TOVE-I and
OMAU «MBRE « The latter village wus practically deserted but
nevertheloss in very fair order - somevwhat betier thamn the rest
of the Urama Villages. In the other two vil.sges I sugmsted a
few improvemants in the way of fences eto but I am at a loss to
see how smmkthe living conditions in such bes tly places ocan
be improved to amy extent. After attending to a few minor

"disputes I left for KOIRAVI on the MINA R, srriving there soon M

after 1 pem, The newly appointed V,.C, has not yet done mmeh

to improve the village ag he has been appointed since lact pltm.;
however, I must suy the people received me in a different spirit
to that displayed same months ago. After giving the V.C. the :

Heore I found that 1ittie had béen done towards ocarrying out the

instructions of the lact visiting Officer ami the V.C, stated th
what 1ittle had been done he hed carried out himself. The most
important matter to be attended to here is the clearing of trecs
and undergrowth from the vicinity of the houses - all awailable

uen were gquickly set to work under pol_loo supervieion to earry ﬂ'\
this work and by evening tinme quite & number of houses eould de |
seen from the river - previously they were oompletely hidden by
trees oto,

"he IARI people were again set to work oleering. After same
delay on acoeount of heavy rein, I went per canoe to Gopi Viliage '
and found much the seme state of affairs here as at Iari. ALl “k
pwesent were set to work and the V.C, instructe? to commenee )
building along the river bank - the intention being to waoate
the houses now etending avay from the river in s sago svaup and
to ogcoupy the good land elong the river. Returned to the lau‘\!: ‘

|

} i

again and prooeeded up 'Al-] oreek to the ANI people. The
villagers gave me » good reception and losded me down with native
frd. !r Saanders, who conducted the 1wt vatrol to this Distrie
mentioned that these people mew of vil ages to t'e North who
made use of the dried human hand ac an ocrnament in a sirilar

Wamew da &% . ..
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nanuer to the Mt Murray natives. I'rom inquiries I made I comld

get no infernation about the latter custom although these ANI
people, or some of the., stated that they had met with some

bushmen ramed SUSA =ud )F7T some coneidereble time 2go. These I
think are identical with e SHSA amd NAMAINA reported by me a few
years bagk. Returned Jown si..eam again and vieited PURI Village,
This is the only GOPI Villuge of any size that hus no V.C, 80 I
accordingly selected & suibable man whose recemmendation will be
forwarded in the ususl manner, After giving some instructions

for the improvement of the village I retumed to IARI and found pu
& lot of work had been dome in my absence. Frommhere I went to
EIPI to camp for the night as there is a fairly respectable Rest
x:onu there - Rest houses in the other villages are more in the
nature of hen roosts ani guite unfit for the purposc for whieh M
are intended. On vieiting KIPI I found the V.0, and many of the
pecple abeent and the few who were in the village when I arrived ;
in the launeh quiekly disappeared ir the bush as soon as I went ”
ashore. As nothing appesrs to have been done here as & yesult of ’
the last patrol I decided to leave Looal A.C.KAUMI at this plase i
to get the people in and to conmence work, It is rather

unfor tunate that the Gaol ot Kikori is filled to mrflwh‘
otherwise I would hsve punished these people for noslutu. to

oarry out the Visiting Officer's instruotions,

o, Tl RN T

P_ggg Returned &y siream s@in snd visited the villagea of UBUA, BAWI amd

— .

-~

"l

j.
i

MEAGOMA. In the former village some attempt had Leen maede to build B

platforme but being ®o insecure they were B menace to 1ife smd u‘.

At BAWI mothing hed been dome and mest of the poeple had, in .

I

anticipation of my vieit, gone to their komobati the previous

cvening, Th,o V.Cy was inotructed to inmediately bring them back
end if my instruotions had not been carried out by my return from L
the Pra I promised them » neriod of imprisonnent, The V.C. stated
that _his people had sske! what pay they were going to get for doing

¥
work in their village also further remarks to the offect that the ||

) -

&g &

villsge w:s theirs mot the GCovermment's. Taking the V.C. of
. v @}

L
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Meagous with me I left that village at 1-45 p.m. and prooceeded up 7
the MAUBI River where there are several Komobatis of the Gopi people
Pacsing these Komobatis I went right up the river to a range of .
hille,which can be seen from Copi, a8 I wae ardous to try and :
obtalin a bearing on Alrd Hill end so fix my poaition, :
Taking the Sergeant and three police I proceeded along the top of. '
tais range in an Basterly direction until I reached the sokroe of

WAIOBD ereek wuich flows into the Pra. This range which consists ,
of a series of very steep ridges averaging about 70" feet appeanrs

to ran a considerable distance to the Vestward. On reaching what

#scemed to be one of the highest peaks in the vioinity the polioce
cormenced felling timber on the top in order to obtain an ‘

'y

uninterrupted view of the surrounding country. Unfortunately whu.ot;,;

gotting a bearing. After walting a ocouple of hours in the hopes
that the »~ would oleer off I had reluctuntly to sbandon the
projeet ar eturned to the launch snd soon after proceeded Aown
stream again, Called in at the EIPI Komobati and there dropped
the V.C. Tventually srrived at GICORI on the Era Riwer at B5=30 po‘
Heavy rain encountered all the way. f i
Inspeoted GIGORI and RAVIVANA. ILike all villages in this numogi
the houses are spresd out over o considersble ares thus making % i
consideradbly more work for the people in the way of cleeaning the
villages. Seeing that both viliages are swampy and good land i
to be found along the river bank only a short distance away I
instructed the ViC. to get the river bamk clesred of tirber and |
undergrowth anl to co menoce building mm entirely new villages. The ‘
new viliages when completed will be & vest improvement on the old :

places., Crossing the Era in cance I next visited the smell

e 4

villages of ROWAMUBA, IIIRIA, OROKENAI, GEBEBE end MI-MBLE, In the i;j": , ;
Y | A
lat*eor same effort hed been made to improve the village but in the |

others nothing had been done ond most of the people were away. *4 :"

Asxall these villages sre vory small in population and, with the
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‘This vill age is muoch better situsted although the houses are scattered
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exception of ME-MERE, are situated in the middle of a swamp, I 3lu
instruotions for NOJAMUBA, IMEIA, OROKENAI to leave their present
viliages anl ;o an.lganate with ME-MIRE in building one village on
reasonably firm land close to the latter place. All these people
goom very disinelined to carr out smy of the orders of the visiting
officers. Thie can hardly be wondered at seeing the fearful locality
in whigh they have chosen %o live. All these small villages are
off-shoots of GIGORI co I ®ee no reason why they should not live

in the One large village insteal of 5 small hemlets. Leaving the
Sergespt and A.C, hore to arrest some of the prinscipal offendexs I "
returned to GIGORI again and wert round to VAIAMU in the lamnsh.

TFE

i

st intervals along the river Bank. I selected a good piece of 1md
and gave the V.C, instructions to get the people to build their houses :
on this site and to inoclose the whole village with a substantid , [
fence. Shortly after my return to GIGORI the Sergt arrived besk ’
reporting the arrest of 4 men - the remsinder hed cleared off t¢ the
Left GIGORI &% 6-30 mem. and proceeded up the EUPIRI to NAROMERE,

el

AS 18 usually the ocase hare, on lsnding the villuge was deserted
with the emoeption of one Loy who had been to work and who always ‘
remainge in the vil.age. Some men could be seen on the verandah of the
Dairo ss we approsched but failed to put in en appesmence although i
V.0s and others were sent out to call them bsck. I cannot understand !
why these people should run away -~ they have absolutely no oamse for ‘
80 doing. DNone have ever been to Gaol and the Regulations have never ';
been enforeed here and , of course, thers iv mo V., I am told by I
local V.Cs thet these people also run away whem recruiting vessels ‘
eall there, I should much 1like to see & goodly numuber of mca Lyom ' ;

N
T P—

thi. Allage go to work in the Central Division - it would do them
o deal of good, NAROMERZ, I understend, ie an off-shoot of KINOMPRR
(URAMA J" and the whole of the URAMA people original 1y ocame from the
“ra River on the Yight bank of which they still >wn cons! dersble
sago areas.




‘happened to be fishing there, snd one of these, who wes some distanee @

Whilet at NAROMERE,V,0. BVURU of KIVAUMAI arrived anl reported the
murder of & Baravi men by people of ARU-U., As KIVAUMAI was found
to be in a bu.. gonditions and three graves i the viliage, qul
gbove, the V,C. was sentenced to & term of imprisonuent far neglect
of @maty. I then proceeded to BARAVI Village - a smell ocommunity
on VAIOMO Creek, for the purpose of invesiigating the alleged murder.
I found that one man had been murdered but ocould obtain little
information a8 to the people responsible for this as there were no
sctual eye witnesses. It (ppouo as 1f some men of SESA, a dush
tribe living at the source of the ZRA, came down to the sourde of
JAIOMO Creek in compeny with o fow men of ARU-U, Four BARAVI men

away from his friends, was killed. The other three BARAVI men
fled ns soon as they heard u disturbence but later returned and
recovered the body of the murdere! man, Returned again te the ERA 3
and anchored off the KIVAUMAI Komobati. 2

At 2 a.mn, ie despatched the Sergeant and police per csnoe to ARUU "f
to cetoh as many men of that viliage as possible. The Baravi mea

had given me the namos of some of the ARU-U men who they sllege were
seen at the time of the murder, At daylight I follow.d in the lmneh |
srriving st ARU-U an hour later. There I found that the poliee hed
arrested four men and had then gone up the ERA to a Komobati where .

tlLe bulk of the ARU-U people were in residemge. After queustienming

the ARU-U men sbout the murder with but very unsatisfrctory results,
I followed up the Sergt and police bui after going far about 10 dl.l’
and not finding them, I returned again ‘to ARU-U a8 it semmed )OOONO
I had missed them. I wis mistsken in this, however, smnd the poliee
who had found the Komobati meny miles up the river, returned agin at
3 pem. with 8 ARU~U men. "hey aleo brought with then a small b"
velonging to & nomadiec commnity oslled OBI which inhabits the |

g £ e
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upper FRA oountry. This boy on being questioned, secmed quite
willing to come to Kikori, so I am taking him along as he may de of
use s an intorprotor on some later patrol to the hill country to
North of the ERA R,




| people how 10 build Rest Houses and to generally supervise other

sl

Of the ARU-U men osptured I found that only four of them had been
nomed by the Baravi men a- being present &t the murder. I therefor¢
took these along with me and mlensed the others. “ventually
arrived back at the Kgmobati of the Urama people at 7 p.m.

The three BARAV witnesses arrived and identified the ARU~U men s
being present when the murder wiug committed., The ARU-U memn
emphatically denied sil imowledge of it slthough I think they know
sometling sbout &% the matter. I en tsking them to Kikori in the
hopes that they will eo®e {0 light withnsome infarmation later on,
I then went down streanm to the villages of IKORU and TAUVADAI om
AIME Creek. Very few poq].o' were to be seen in the villages whieh
are opposite one another - ome on either banmk of the creek. These
village: should have & V. C. but the man I hed in view was away 0 ~
I left instructions for hic %0 come to Kykori. I them returmd to’

3
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GIGORI and pioking up t'ie few priconers, left for GOPI amin.
I found that dwing my sbeémoe much work had been done im all the '
villages but in view of the Probability of sush work being abmmdonsf
85 800n ac the launch wos out of sight, I instrustea the Sergt -t
4 A.Co to remsin in the atstriot for three dsys and to show the

work inf the villsges. Tho prisoners were despotched per ..“"r;ﬁ‘
opder escort of 2 A.C., and soon after this I left in the launeh {,
and mede & non-stop run of 6% hours arriving besk at Kikori at -f‘

8=30 peme
/” Y ‘\"

Ag RoM,
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REPORT ON PATROL TO THI UPPIR PURARI. R,

In patrol report No. 18/19-20 of the 30th January 1920,
which was performed by Mr. L. N. Brown, mention is made of the
following villages - TA-ARU, TARE, I-0, 0-MOH, UI-IRI & JANO-FA,
8ll of which are said to be on or near ‘o the Purari River., With
the ob ject of endeavouring to trace these villages and to get into
touch with the inhabitants thereof, I left the station on the 7th
September in the launch Kikori accompanied by 9 A.C. A lerge
svation canoe was taken in tow to sccommodate some of the A.C.
guides interpreters etc. Arriving at ATRD HILL et 3-30 p.a. end
having some ma*cers to 4iscﬁss with Mr. Butcher I called at the
Mission. @hilst there heavy rain commenced to f211 () I remained
for tho night,

Leavin, at v-15 next moming I proceededi via the AI-AI and
ERA rivers to "7ARL arriving there at 6-45 pem. .:ving made a
non-stop run of 9% Hourse.

Next day I visited the saw mill site rece.tly applied for by
Mr, Lett and after actiending to a few details there left for the
BAROI river at 10 a.,m. and after a halt for lunch at Maddock's
camp contin?ed on snd later anchored for the night at a camp of
UKIARAVI people not far below the IVO Junction. During the
journey up stream I was struck by the large number of UKIARAVI
clmpﬁ;&éaaed - all these people seem to be cutting canoe logs -

. .
mostly ilimo - and seeing that this is the country over wkich Mr.

' Iotf%proposes to cut timber in the near future some steps will

hnve &o be taken to conserve the supply of ilimo for native uso.

"
lf W ‘Considerable delay was csused in the morning by the fouling

e

ﬂ .

s o( gpe anchor but eventually we got away at 9-45 a.m. and after an

"ﬂsugp run passed the IVO Junction and helf an hour later reached

# P

4 tgﬁfmain Purari river at what is known as the XKairu Effluence. At
.gﬁia point there is a small camp of PAWAIX people who have settled
here - the main section of this community being higher up the

river, Amongst these I was fortunate in finding one WAGA‘who

belongs to a villaege in the hills at the source of the Purari.

et bt sl

ek, o
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appears to have left his village some two years ago - for reasons

+ begt knowvmn to himself - and settlead down with his wife at this

PAWAIA Camp. I secured this man snd another PAWAIA man to act

as Interpreters, but seeingz that their knowledge ¢f NAMAU was very

Scant I went down to IVARA village, on the G.D. side of the
PATIRAMA and obtained the services of a man of that village who
could speak to the two bushmen in the KAURA language. I found
Yhat PAIRAMA is the name of the lower Purari from the junction to
the coast and the river above the latter point is known at PI-0.
At IVARA I had to despatch one A.Ce. back to the atation for
forther fuel s pplies as it seemed probable that by the time I
returned to the Delta I should have insufficient to get hack to
the Station. The Xikori launch has insufficient space in which
to carry a large supply of fuel and the necessity for towing a
canoe against & strong current mekes the fuel consumption all the
heavier, Left IVARA at 1 pems and returned agein to the PAWAIA
camp the journey back occupying just double the time taken to
cover the same distance down stream. Without stopping here
longer than necessary I commenced the ascent of the main Purari
river a* 3 p.m. progress was very slow on account of the recent
rains and after 2% hours running camp was made on a convenient
spot along the West bank. During the journey several Komobatis
of tp;:KAIRU people were passed. I understand that formerly -
the KAIRU people used to fight with'the PAWAIA but now they are
on quite friendly terms and trade with one another.

After about two hours run the next morning we arrived at a
house bn the Vest bank and several patches of garden and at this
point a small creek called WABU entered the Purari. Our guides
inforued me that the PAWAIA people were camped at the headwaters

LY
of this creek at the time they left the village some two years ago.
I proceeded up WABU creek but found no sign of natives and it seemed

quite obvious that none had been in tre vieinity for some con-

siderable time, After lunch we continued on up stream the river

here being about 350 yards wide with a swift current., From marks

along the banks it.seemed as if the river when in flood rises
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some 10 feet above its present level. Under such conditions I do

not think it would be possible to make headway agsinst the stream;

as it is now, I do not estimate our speed at more than 3} miles

per hour, The country on either bank is hilly snd getting higher
all the time whilst hi®h mountains can be seen to the North, On
the flats along the river bank the soil is undoubtedly of
excellent qualily there being several feet of fine loam carryiig
dense vegetation. During the afternoon we arrived at the first
rapid - the BEVAN rapid -. Up to the present we have passed no
islands although the 0ld maps of this river indicate that there
were some lower down; apparentily they have disappeareds Whilst
crossing the rapids - which could easily be negotiated with
reasonable care - the A.C. steering, through absolute carelessness,
caused the canoe to overturne. The canoe being much lighter than
the launch was thrust forward on an eddy and came broadside on
to the launch and before the tow rope could be unfastened the
canoe swamped and overturned. Fortunately all police anéd others
in the canoe were rescued although A.C.TAHIMA who was unable to
swim had rather a bad time. One case of benzine which was in
the canoe was fortunetely saved before it sank but many articles
of police equivment including one rifle were lost, Iventually
the canoe was towed to the bank and pailed out and the Journey
continued. After another two hours run canp was made for the
night, Since leaving the rapids only one small and uninhabited
house on the G.D. side was seen.

Next morning, the 12th, an early stert was made. After
an hours run McDowell islands were passed and some gardens of the
I1-U people, Later two natives were observed on the G.D. bank.
WAGA immediately called out to them and they avpeared to under-
stand him for they remained, and when the launch had been anchored
they came alongside in a canoce. I found that I could speak to
these men through three Interpreters as they spoke the same

language as WAGA. Their names were WAI and DIOPU and the place

where they were living was known as SEVEA which coucisted of one
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small house and a patch o€ garden, They informed me that there
were two other men living with them and that others had 3ust

- - - LA

left there and returned to their village - I-U - which is 2
little higher up. The rest of the SEVEA people I understood
were on the Vailala side. Apparently this community is semi-
nomadic snd wander over the country beiwecn the Vailala and
Purari Rivers. Both men were of fine physique and were of a
similar type to the¢ KUKU-KUKU natives I have seen at KEREMA,
Their hair is worn ‘n long tags much plastered with vegetable
oil, and adorned wich a variety of ormaments in the shape of
kus-kus fur, small vections of bamboo and chains of plaited

cane and Jobs tears., Like the KUKUKUKUS the nostrils of the

nose are piercéd on either side and thin strips of cane or grasse
stems inserted - these protrude for six inches or so on either
side, The grass rails common to the bushmen hereabouts are

also worn. Their canoes I noticed, are of the crudest workman-
ship and for paddiles they use a cleft stick in one end of which
is inserted & circular piece of bark. The vocabulary I compiled
secems to be similar to that compiled by Mr. Brown on his 1920
patrol which he obtained from four men of WAGA's village. Wkilst
talking to these men two others appeared - they all seemi to be
very pleased to receive present of tobacco although they grow the
leaf in small quantities. The native pipes used are of a kind
I have not previously seen, These consist of a section of
bamboo about 8 inches in length in which dried grass is packed
for the purpose of sbsnrbing the moisture. About two inches
from the closed end of the bamboo another small section of
bamboo about 1 inch in length end $ inch dismeter is inserted

and sealed in with native gum. The tobacco leaf when rolled 18
placed in this holder and the pipe used in the usuel method. I
was unable to obtain information as to the existence of any other
villages in the vicinity other than I-U which is close by. Tw?
of the SEVEA men volunteered to accompany me to this village so
we accordingly got under way. Half an hours run brought 1s to

\
I-U which sppears to be quite new, The village consisted of

e e . e




L AN L4 S o o

A Paadiae & .. e

~ the MNorth bank,. The river bottom from here onwards is all stone

level of the river incremsed rapidly, so much so that I began to

Oe
three houses euch -~ which was situated in a smell clearing, These
houses were built on piles some 20 feet high the main support being
+ - Y g Y N
one or twolrrge tree <. .umps which, when :learing the land, tho

natives had cut off at the required heisht. Aprarently the

houses are¢ intended for males .nly as I noticed the women all seemed
to 1i.9 in a rough enclosure amongst the piles of the houses, The
two SEVEA men assured the villagers &s to our friendly intentions
and T was glad to find that none, not even the wmen, displayed

any sign of alarm, These people I gathered, have recently migrated
to this poin* from the source of SUBU creek which flows into the
Purari about a mile higher up (SUBU creek is named AURE on the
charts)s They seemed to know a village called NAMAINA aiso WAGAS

village called KAIRO both of whicn wers meny "sleeps" up the river.
Apparently there are no other people in the wieinity of I-U
village. I estimate the population of I-U to be gbouc 40, I sp
several hours here and purchased 5 few net bags and other items

of native manufacture. Steel implements were in great demand
although I noticed that the people had one or two axes which they
informed me had been traded from the PAWAIA people. I found one
youth here had previously seen a white man at UPOIA and I think
one or two men from this village 2id some years ago visited
Thoresby's camp on the upper Vailala. At 3 peme I continued on
up stream; the above mentioned I-U youth accompanying us. Passed
the SUBU junction half an hour later and entered the Mesterly
reaches of the Purari. Fortunately there has besn no rain since
the up-stream journey was commenced so that progress although very
slow is still possible. At about this point WAGA pointed ovi a
spot where a policeman had been killed dby the I-U meople when the
coal expedition of 1908 came up *“his river, Shortly after this
heavy rain commenced to fall so I decided to camp at the first

couvenient spot which happened to be the mouth of BUI creek on

and therefore it 1is necessary to tie up the launch every night to
trees on the bank as the anchor will not hold. Heavy rain

centinued for severasl hours and the force of the current and
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think we would be unable to go further.

} In the morning I was glad to find that the rain had cleared
off so after effecting repairs to the steering gear we continued
on but ran aground on & stony reef which occasioned some delay

but, fortunately did not damage the luunch. Current is much
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gtronger than yesterday and our nrogress is not more than 2 miles
an hour. Many rocks and eddies in the river so that the utmost
caution hae to be used in gseeking out the deepest channels. The

gscenery along this reach of the river is certainly well worth

seeing, on either side are high ranges of hills at no great
distance from the river whilst to the North can be seen mountains
of no small height. Duriag the morning we passed the Bevan
Islands - the passage here, glthough only about helf 2a mil= in
1figgth took us well over an hour to traverse such was the force
of the current. At 12«35 pe.me 8 halt was mede for lunch at a
point about half & mile below the entrance of HO creekx on the
source of which WAGA tells me his village is situated. NAMAINA
is supposed to be on {slsnd about two or three days run

higher up. On arriving at the entrance to HO creek I found
geveral large rocks in the river round which the current swirled
at a terrific speed. In order to avoid the possibility of
damaging the launch the police were put ashore above the entrance
to the creek, with a rope one end of which was attached to the
launche. By this means the 1eunch wesg greiually allowed to

drift with the current into the mouth of the creek through a

narrow passage between the rocks and the shoree. Once inside,
the creek opened oat considersbly and I was able to take the
lsunch some four miles up stream before further progress Was
stopped by fallen timber. At this point anchor was dropped
and camp made 2shore€s WAGA states that his village is & long
way yet - right at the source of the creeke The country

ad jacent to EO creek so far has been comparatively low although
the banks are some 14 feet above the present vater level.

During heavy rains the water level appeers to rise some ten to

twelve eset above tae present levels

on the following day - the 1l4th - leaving 3 L.Ce in camp
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I left with the remeinder in the canoe to explore the upper

waters of HO creek, After going up stream for sbout & miles = E
this took us about 5 hours hard pulling - we arrived at¢ a patch L_
of sago where WAGL told me, his village people were living when rl
he left them to go to PAWAXA, No traces of natives could now be
geen 80 we continued on in the hopes of finding them higher upe.

Later we came upon snother patch of sago and here WAGA intimatead

thet he would go ashore and see if there were any people ahout.
He did so but after waiting for him to return for some time I
: gent police to logk for him. Our shouts toc elicited no reply
g0 I came to the conclusion that our guide and interpreter had
wilfully misleed us, and now, fearful of the consequences had
cleared out. I was most disappointed at losing WAGA as, should
I we come across any native., we are now unable *o speak to them.
However, we continued on up the creex until it was impossible to
go further on account of snags and fallen timber. Neot a sign
of a cut stick or refuse in the river indicated that any human

being had been in the vicinity. Te accordingly returnsldown

stream again and made camp at the point where we had lost WAGA.
Rifle shote were fired and improvised kipis made of bamboo were
gounded from time to time without result.

Duringz the night heavy rain fell continuously and by
morning the creek had risen over 6 Teet. After another fruitless
gearch for WAGA we rwturngd again to the launch which was reached
in 1% hours. The same journey up stream hed taken us 7 hours
yesterday. In case WAGA had missed us and had commenced to return
to the launch along the bank I decided to remain in camp until
poon, WAGA however did not turn up, 80 We broks camp and at 2
p.me returned agesin to the Purari niver. ILast nirht's rain had
caused a flood in the river and after a trial I found that it was
quite impossible to meke headway against the current. Somewhat

reluctantly, therefore, I hed to abandon a2ll hope of getting

higher up stream; in any case We could only have carried on for
; another day as the fuel supply was ranning low. It scems prooable
' that in the N.W. season the launch could be taken several miles

higher up the river although this would be & dangerous undertaking

4




the river then would be much more shallow than it is now.

| rriving at our former camp on HAI creek at 4 pem. I decided t8

1 again canp hera, Whilst some of the police were occupied in
erecting the fly etc. I went with the remainder iu the cance up
HAI creek but could not go far on account of the succession of

gtony rapids. Much quartz and feint treces of gold found in
the beaches.

In the norning returpcl to I-U agein to obtain further
informetion about SUBU creek. T:.e people acsured me that they

formerly lived there end that there are no villages there now.

However I determined to go and see whether it was naiigable, and

i1f so to meke & traverse. On reaching the entrance of the creek

1 found that it was too shallow to go far in the launch so I

‘ continued on in the canoee. Very soon, however, we met with stony
rapids much the same as those in HAI creek. Here agein I found

much quartz and slight truces of gold in the beaches. Returning

again to I-U we had lunch ani shortly after commenced the return

r journey as no useful purpose could be served in staying here

longer seeing that there are no more natives in the vicinitye.

On the way dowvn stream, "hen a short distance below BEVAN Island,

we found that & house on top of a hill on the Zast bank whioch

was unoccupied when we csome up gtream, was now in occupation. 1
acecordingly anchored the 1eunch & short distence above the house
and made camde Whilst this was being done I viesited the house
and found that there were only two or three natives present.

The natives proved to be & man naemed EIA-HAU and his family, who,

together with another man and his vife, meke periodical vigits to
this camp from the vailela side. ZEIA-HAD geemed to be a pleasant
0ld chep an? received us in a most hospitable mennar. He stated

that he had visited the 0i{1fields meny times and was algso acquainted

with the PAKU people on the mpper veilala. He slso seemed to know

the PAWAIA people some of whon were now 1t the source of PURU creek

which is on the East gide of the Purari ~ower down stream.
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In the morning we came to the mouth of PURU creek after an
\

hour's rune. Found it too smell to take the leunch up it any distance® |
go explored it per cenoe. No trese of natives to be seen although

4t is poseible thet the PalAIA people may be hereabouts in the hills -
‘.‘?2. »
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they were certainly nowhere near the creek. PReturned to the lsunch

‘ and continued the jJourney down stream. A few miles lower down we

came across & new house on the West bank - incomplete - and many

fresih fooctprints along the bank. Thie housc was not there when we

t came np the river, Just below this we were fortunate in finding

one o0ld man 1ii. 3 canoe paddlij - abonut. The PATATA men with us called

out to him and eventueclly he was induced to come salongside the launch.

From him I learnt that therc was a village named URI at the source of
IKENE creek which was about half 2 mile lower down. The 0ld man
after some persuasion agreed to accompany us to the village. The
launch was accordingly ancho.ed in the mouth of IKENE creek and

after partaking of & hasty lunch I set off in the canoe with 5 A.C.
and the PAWAIA interpreters. After going 100 yards or so the creek
proved to be unnavigable so we abandonel the canoe and continued the
journey along the creek bed which was in many places dry. I was much
struck by the very fine samples of coal to be found in the creek at
frequent intervale. I have previously seen what I take to be coal
in.both the Sirebi and Era rivers but in neither case has it been of
such good quality as this appears to be. After travelling along the
ereek for about three miles our guide left the creek and followed.ln
111 defined track through the bush., After cevering another three
miles w. came to the village of URI. Our advent was viewed with
much slarm on the nart of the inhabitants; the men quickly seized
their bows and arrows but fortunstely aid not discharge any of the
latter at us. After the first excitement had subsided the natives,
seeing that we were not hostile, laid ijown ‘heir weanons and became
quite friendly. This is the first visit they have had from the
Government and the first time they have seen a white man. The
village consisted of but one house some 20yards in length having 8
partition in the middle; one side of the partition being reserved for
men and the other for women. The men were similar to those seen

higher up the river although perhaps of somewhat slighter physique.

legs but otherwise seemed quite healthy. They steted that there were

no more villages in the vicinity although there was & big village
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Several of “.om I noticed were afflicted with terrible ulcers on their:'-
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B81lcd IART which is situated in the hills at the source of U-0
ereek much higher up the Purari, It is most unfortunate that I
missed this village - our guldes seemed to Xnow nothing about it or
if they did they carefully withheld the information, As 1t 4s T
have not sufficient fuel to reach there so will have to visit that
village at a later date. I estimate the population of 1-U to be
about 50. Having established friendly relations with these people
end efter purchasing some pumpkins ard other native food we set out
on the return journey to the launch. un the way back I collected
a good sample of the coal which will be forwarded to Port Moresby
at a later date, On reaching the camp at the mouth of the creek I
was surprised *o learn that our lcst guide WAGA had turned up during
my absence. It appears that he had gone some considerable distance
away from HO oreek in his endeavour to find the KAIRO people and
consequently had missed us. Pinding that we hail gone he made his
way back to I-U village and there obtained a canoe and came on down
the river. I was glsd to find that this man had not deserted as he
will be of grest use on future patrols.

In the morning (18th) several URI men visited the camp and
displayed much interest in the launche Twe hours run with & strong
current brought us to the PAVAIA camp where we had obtained the
interpreters. After suitably rewarding these men we continued on
down the IVO river and so to KAIRU where I was exvecting to find
additionsl fuel supplies. Lunched at ZAIRU then proceeded to
UKIARAVI end found that A.Ce. KEMO-0 had arrived there that morning
with three cases of fuel. During the remeinder of the sfternoon
I was occupied in distributing W.N.L. money.

After deel’ng with a few native matters in the morning I left
‘for Tetts saw mill site on the WAME river, Arrived there at 11-30
a.m, end proceeded to chain off the «0 acres of land applied for.

This work was comp.eted by noon on the following day (Z20th)
and shortly efter this I left for Zikori but only succeeded in

reaching GAURI before nightfall where camp was made. Arrived back
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L at Kikori at 10 a.ms On the 21st.

OBSERVATIONS.

s

i
4
As a result of this patrol it seems evident that the
pative population in the vieinity of the Purari river is very small,

It is mos~r than probable that a scattered population will be found
in the hills ad jacent to the upper waters of the xiver beyond the
;'higuest point reachgl. Such villsges, I think, would be more easily
reached by a patrol from the Era headwaters which must be close to
the Purari river. The village NAMAINA was mentioned to me several
times but its exact position is unknowm. I have 2lso heard of this
village from natives on the Era river,
Some of the villages mentioned in Ulr. Brown's report above
referred to were unknown to WAGA or the PAWAIA nstives. I think it
probable that any one community in these parts has several villages

each of which is occupied for 2 few months at a time or so long as

the food supplies hold out. Under date of January 17th 1920 Mr.
Browm says "IARE they say is the largest and is 88 big as KAIRU."
The population of ZAIRU is sbout 600. I think it probable that the
natives with whom Mr. Brown gzot into touch with were referring to

* EKAIRO, WAGA's villsge, as it is most unlikely that s large population

1ike that conld heve been unknown for so long.

f i (sgi.) R. A. Woodward.
s
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PATROL REPORT. | s

/22-23

KIKORI STATION.

REPORT of a PATROL made by R,A.o0dwerd Ag ReMe to

LR Purari Delta ki R for the purpose of
. Gemeral Inspection, "istribution of #.M.L. Money, -

e et A
o

. 5 M Station on Ooctober 23xd  Returned to Station oxom‘,_m;;],mu_w_
umber of Carriers employed. e Number of Police taken .6
ne of Vessel used and of Officer in (‘,hargem,'m-r_“.mm i i

Pece visitg8yARA, UKIARAVI, IKINU, KIMIRI, - ERREWA  EAPAT
J, EATMARI, MARA KAKARY .

;‘_"‘.11) A sketch wmap of the district patrolled should accompany the report, showing, as nearly as possible, the
positions of the places visited and a copy is to be made for filing on the Station. The map is to be

A ‘,}3 + % furnished whether the patrol is in a well-known district or not. If the patrol is over a route for which
{ % E} @ map has already been sent in, a secomd map is not necessary. A reference to the previous report will
‘-,“' © . besufficient. If the patrol is over a route of which part has aiready been included in a mup, a suitable
ok e sheteh should be sent to enable the other places to be added to the previous map:  For uniformity the map
R must ocoupy one of two sizes of paper—either the size of a half-sheet of ruled foolscap or the size of a
e whole or double sheet.

(@) In the body of the report the name of the village should be followed by the name of the V.. The number
i of houscs anl the population, as wearly as possivle, should also be stated. The customs of the natives

T should as much as possible be noted and reported.

(3) The Patrol Report is to be enclosed in this Jacket, which,
! Secretary immediately after each patrol.

(@) The space below is not to be written in.
() The cost of the patrol must be shown within, in the space provided.

EETEA .
Forwarded to the Government Secretary.

@ DategoMafes

properly filled in, is to be sént to the Government

_ Officet in Charge of Station.
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REPORT ON PA"ROL_TO THE PURARI DZLTA

Left KIEKORI in the Station launeh at 1 pstie in order to
vislt the Purari Delta Villages and in particular to

investigate the matter of ocutting tiuber on the BAROI River
for Letts sewmill on the WAME, Arrived at AIRD HILL at Spe.me
and interviewed Mr Butcher on several matters. Resumed the
Journey again at 7 p.m. and arrived at GAURI Reat House st
10 pems where camp wns made for ‘Ne night.

Leaving GAURI at 7 a.m. 8 hu-oton run wae made to EVARA at
which place I arrived at 2 p.me Here I found that Mr amd
Mrs Chester had iemporarily taken up their quarters in the ‘
Reet Hour -ending the completion of their house at the sawmill |
& mile hig. £ up the river, The Rest House was in a bad state
of repair and Mr Chester informed me that he could not get

either the V.C. or viliage pecple to dc anything to the house.
Visited the sawmill during the afternoon and camped for the
night at ZVARA Village,

Held Court for Native Matters aud punished & number of those

who had refused to repeir the Rest House. Prooceeded to the

sewmill where I heard vn essault cese in the C.P.S5. and m/

lunch progeeded on to UKIARAVI. Remainder of the iQay ocompied ’
in hearing Native latters cases .

Deslt with further cases and distributed a large amount of -
Well L. money, after which the timber question w=as entered imto,
The majority of the owners of the tinber lands on the BAROI
Rivér where !'r Lett expects to cut timber in the near fature,
were present and they were unanimous in giviang their consent
for Lett 4o out their timber provided that all the ilimo trees
were kept for their use for csnoe making purposes. Despatohed
31 prisoners fro- here under egoort to KEikori and at 11 8.me

left for MARIA-KAKART. This village has besu mch improved
: sinoe the avpointment of V.C.OVE and I was pleased to fimd

quite a gamfortable Rest House had been built. There Leing
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A ' ne sases for attention here I did not delay longer than negessary.
Arrived at IKINU at 3 pe.u. and was oocupied for some tie settling 4y
a few ninor domestic tYroubles afier which I inspected the Village
and aleo wtibd to KIMIRI, 3oth villagee were in very fair ordew f
althoush greater attention might be paid to the fences iu corder

Ty

to keep pigs outside. The land betwevn the two villages hes beem
plamted up with coconuts but in many casee they were too closely

planted and apperently had received very litile attention. The

V.C. and people were warned that it wee their duty now %o l¢'x

after the young trees and if such had not been dome by next : r
visit they would be punished. Crossed over to AKOMA anA camped |
there . - I
F-_‘m Held Court for Native Matters and inspected the village whish was -

in very fair order. "hese people, I think, are the laziest in the L
Delta snd whatever work they are reguired to .0 they seen %0

carry it out in a very elipshod manner. Apparently they do mot A
realise that & strong well built fence will 1ast longer tham the i
kind they usually erect and thati in the long run less work would

be ontuiled., However I suppose one nust seek gonsolation from l

the fset that orders sre usually oarried out however ireffiociemntly ._'
/ 5
the work may be dome., Leaving LKOMA a8t 11 @em. I mext vhbited

‘) |
URIKA Mission as the lission Teacher there had previously infarmed |
one of the A.C. that several offences had ocourred at LAIRU whieh €

the V.Cs had neglected to report. On inquiry I found that 8

pumber of somewhat serious ascaults had been oo uitted by a youth 4’
and the woman ssssulted, hi: wife, had sought protection at the
Wission. The youth happened to be the son of V.C.AKO whieh
probevly accounts far the V.Ce not reporting the of fences.
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