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I n p tro r eport . o . 18/ 19-20 he 30 h Januar 19 

which wa perform by r. L • • Bro n , me J. i on l s ma e o he 

followi ng villa ea - TA-ARU, ! ARE , I-0, 0-MOH, UI-IRI & JANO-J!A, 

all of wh i ch are s i d t o be 01 or near v O he P rari River. With 

the objeat of endeavourin to trace hese ·illages a to get into 

touch with the inhabi ants t hereof, I l eft he sta ion on the 7th 

September i n the l~unoh Kikor i accompanied by 9 A.C. A le gc 

a~ation canoe was taken in tow to a~oommodate some of the .c. 
guides interpreters etc. Arrivine at AIRD HILL at 3-30 p.a. and 

having some ma1 ~ers to ~1scusa 1ith Mr. Butcher I called at the 

111ssion. 'iilst thPre heavy rain comme ced to fall f JI remained 

for th~ ni ~b t. 

Leavin: at 15 next noinin I proccedei via the AI-AI an 

Eli ri Vt ,-9 to _,.TAli tiorri vi n 

non-stop run of 9t- hou rs. 

here at 6-45 p.m. ·v · ng ma e a 

Bext day I visited th6 aw mil site reo ... ~ .ly applied for b7 

llr. Lett and after a c ~~nding to a fe de ail th re l eft for the 

BAROI river at 10 a.m. and af t er a halt f0r lunch at lJaddock'a 

oamp continu d OD and l a er anchore ~ r ni t at a camp of 

UEl~VI people not far belo he IVO JWlc tion . During the 

3ourney up st r eam I was s t r ck by th large number of UICIABAV! 
.· . ·~ . o&mpf ~s~ed - all hese people seem to be cuttin canoe loge -4:-. 

-mostl7 111mo - and secin th t this 1~ he ~ountry over wcich r. 

Leti~roposes o cut ti ber i n e ne'.lr fu ' re some shps will 

have ~o be t 8Xen o conse rve he suppl y of ilimo for native use • . . ) . , 
.. ~ -, :; •• 'ft"'· eona1derable delay as cau .:.ed in t' morning b7 the fouling 

,.. . .. . 
• ot -~he ancho r but ev_n ually .re 3ot away at 9-45 a.m. and after an 

~, ... 
_J~ ...... 

... 1JPlll'S run ac se ~he IVO Junction 9.nd al... a .1 hour l at er r aohed 

~main Purari river at what i s }criown a s he Kairu Effluence. At 

point t her e i s a smal l vamp of PA'IAI~ -oeoplc mo hllve ett led 

here - he , in section f th i ommunit · bein hi her p he 

river. Amon~at these I aa fortunate in finding one WAGA ho 

belongsto a village in t he hills at ~he souroe 0f the Purari. Ke 
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a 'P aro ·o h v c hi villa c oOn t 1 ye r s a o - for r ea one 

. best kno m t o mse l n c l ec1 O\m ··r h hi ,i.re a , his 

P .A AIA Ca.m1) . I A cu r e 1 is rna.n n n ' , r ... A·'.' I a.n o et 

as Intornr e era, b s ec i n 

c nt I e dovm !VARA \ lll po, 0 1 the G.D . ide of the 

PAIRA.MA an obtained th e servi ea of a m n of tha village who 

could speak to the t o bushmen in the KA.URA lanruage. I found 

tnat PAIRAKA is the na e of he lo · e r Purari rom the jun~tion to 

the coast and he river above th latter point is known at PI-0. 

At IVARA I had o r espatch one 1 .c. back to the tation for 

!~rther fuel ~ - pplies as it seemed probable that by the time I 

.returned to th D£lta I shoul have insuffioient to get baok to 

the Station. The Kikor1 launch has insuffiolent spaoe in whioh 

to oarry a large supply of fuel and the neoessity for towing a 

canoe against a strong current makes th fuel oonsumption all the 

heavieT. Left IVARA at 1 p.m. and returned ag9in to the PA AIA 

oamp the journey back occupying just uble the time taken to 

cover the s ame 1 tance do stream. ,, 1 thou t stopping here 

longer than neceasary I commenced the ascent of the main Purari 

river a~ 3 p.m. progress was very slow on account of the recent 

rains and ~fter 2~ hours runnin _ camp was made on a convenient 

spot along he .'le t bank. Durin 

oft~ ~KAIRU people were passed . 

the KAIRU people used to fight 

he journey several Komobatis 

I understand that formerly 

th he PA'.' ilA but no they are 

on quite friendly rms a trade :· ith on another . 

After about t to hour3 ru the next morning vrn arrived at a 

house bn the ·1est bank and several patches of garden and at this 

point a alnbll creek called WABU entered the Purari. Our guides 

j nfor1J.ed me hat he PA A.IA people were campetl at the headwaters 

ot this creek at the time they left he village some two years ago. 

I proceeded up WABU creek but found no sign of natives and it seemed 

quite obvious that none ha been in I'-e vicinity for some con-

siderable time . After lunch e continued on up stream the river 

here bein about 350 yards ide 1 h a swift current. P'rom marks 

along the banks it .. '3eemed ati if the ri ,·er "/hen in flood rises 



3. 

ome 10 f eet bov e i s p re~en 1 vel. Undor u ch on i t ions I do 

no t think i t 1oul be po~sible o make headway a i n~t he s tream; 

as i t is no • I do note 11 e our sne ed a rnor h n 3 ... miles 

per hour. The country' on ei h r bank i s hilly d etting hi her 

all h e im ihil hi h mon.n ins ea i be een o he 1rorth. On 

the fla s alon h e rive r bank h e s oil i c.· un oubte ly of 

excellent u a lity th re bein several feet o~ fine loam carryi~g 

dense vegeta ·ion. Duri1 t h aft ernoon 1c arrived at the fir t 

rapi& - the B~ 'AN r id - • Up to ·h f; presen .;e have paesi:d no 

i lands aithough the old maps of this riv r indicate that there 

were some lover down; apparently tht- h nve disappeared . Whilst 

oroasing the rapids - which co ld easily be negotiate vith 

reasonable care - th . c. steerin~ . through absolute carelessness, 

oauaed the canoe to overturn . The canoe bein~ much lighter than 

the launoh was hrust fo rwar l on 1 eddy ml cam broadside on 

to the launoh and bef or · th to l rope coul b unfa tene the 

oanoe a a.mpe e.nd over ·urned . P'ortunat ly all police an~ others 

in the canoe vere rescued althoueh A.C.TA.H~ who was unable to 

swim ha rathe r a bad time . Ono case o benzine hich was in 

th~ oanoe was fortun toly saved befor i sank but many articles 

of police e ui~me1 incl ding one ri l e were los • 3 en ually 

the cano e a C! ov1ed t o he hank n oail 0 d ou nil he journe7 

con t inued. After nother t o h ours run ca·1 wa.' made f r the 

ni ght . Since l eavi1P h rapids onl~r on') ma ll a uninhabited 

hou e on h e G. D. s i e ·.a s b en . 

Next mornin h .... 1 th. n early . o.r s rn . c . .After 

an hour .. r un cDo ell isl nds r- p sse nd ome gardens of the 

I-U p eop l • L er t o n i ve s 1er ob rved on the G.D. bank • 

. AGA imm l ia e y · l er 01t ·h e nd t ey are o tmder-

. and him Or t:b. ey Te !l.innd , rn 'I 1 h launch had b en nchored 

they came a.lon ide in a canoe. I foun that I coulcl speak to 

these men t r ou h thr e Interpreters as hey spoke the same 

langua e as A\7A. Their names 1ere '?AI an DIOPtJ and the place 

where til.ey were living as l:nown as SEV"""Ai which ... 01.1._ iated of on 
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small lOU. o a. atch L,, :rden . The ,. i ~or ne t 

'/ere 1 . Vi 1 'Ii 

left there n r· t rne o ' eir v l ~ 0 e - I-U 

Th re 

1ere on th V _ i la.l ·i e . pp r e1 l i i .· ..... o r rni • i · oe i-

nomadic muder vor th cou r 

Purari Ri e"' s. Bo h en vore o . in phyo;>i-i_ue a d 'ere of a. 

s imilar type to t. Y.:UKU-ICTJKU native s I have s een a Ic:RS?.~. 

Their' hair i orn .,.n lo" g tags much plastore : i t h vege able 

oil, and adorn .vi ;h a variety of ornnr t s in t e sh~p of 

kua-lcus fur, small ~ecti ons of bamboo and chains of plaited 

oane and Jobs tears. Like the KtrAlT£UICU tho nostrils o~ the 

nose are pierced on either side and thin strips of cane or graaa 

stems inserted - hese protrude for six inches or so on either 

side. The grass ra. ~is common o the bushm n hereabouts are 

als'J worn. Their canoe s I no ~ iced, aro of th crudest orkman-

ship and or pa. He ·hey use 9. cleft :3tick in one en of which 

is ln~erted a. circ 1lar pi~ce of bark, ~he o .abulary I co piled 

seems · o be 2imilar t ha. t e;ompi l e 1 by •. Ir . J3rown on hi a 1920 

patrol which he obtainc fro m our m n of './AGA 's village. Whilst 

talking to the ;:;e men tw o h ·,rs appeared - they all see rl to be 

very pleaso o receive presPnt of tobacco although they grow the 

leaf i n mall quantities. 

I have no ro~11 asly seen. 

The na ive pipes used arc of a kind 

These consi .t of a section of 

bamboo abo t 8 inches in l~ngth in which dried grass is packed 

for ~ e purpose o ao 0r bing the moisture . ~bout two ~nchea 

from the closed e1 of hP bamboo anoth e r small~ ction of 

bamboo about l inch in length and t inoh diameter is inserted 

and sealed in ul t' na i ve gum. The tobacco leaf ~fuen rolled 1~ 

placed in this hol · er and the pipe use in the usual aethod. I 

was unable to obtain information as to the existence of any other 

villages in the vicinity oth_r tan I-U ~hich i s close by. Tw~ 

of the SEVEA men volunteered o ace ~peny · e to thi ~ village so 

we ac corJingly got under ·1ay. Half n hours rW1 brought ts to 

I-U which appears to be quite ne.v. The villa ~ consiste of 

, 
t 
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i h h ing 

o e ·, ~ r 1 h ] . 1 

na iv e · · c . J ~ . r l .. r t e 

houses 1· - i i m e · n r .., I 10 ~ icel " 0 10 1 ~1 1 o .. ene ~ 

to li ., i n 

two s: 1EA "' n 

~10 ure mon~st ·· e il ws ~he h uses o The 

i .le ·111 er. - · t- o o m~ r i 43 1 n in te n ti ons 

and I we. 1 o fiYld t'. t none , no even h ,, ·:o ·r1i;n , di · . la cd 

an7 sign o_ a lar:.u The~e peopl e I gathered , ha.ve recently migr ated 

to this poin . fro m :1 .... ource of smm ere ,k ;1hich flows into the 

P14rar1 a bout a mil. hieher up (SUBU creek i s nam d AURE on the 

charts). They seeme to know a village called NAU.AINA also WAG.AS 

village called liIRO .bot"'l t' vn.4.~n :: ,~·J many "sl op"' " up tlie river • 

.lpparently th .. re ar1~ no o her people in the:- Wicinity of I-U 

village . I est i mate h . opnl ion of I-U to be ub u · 40. I s 

several hour s her a1 p rcho~0, ~ e ne 4 aes an1 oth~r items 

of nat ive manufact St cl i nr l uneL s 1er e n r lemand 

although I notice h .: e people had on or t o axes '.lhich 

info nned me had been t ra ed fro·J ·he PA\ AIA pc plc. I found one 

youth he c had pr ·vi 1:.J ly ueen .1h i e r.i n a lJPOIA and I think 

one or tH . en fr m thi · 'il l ·1g 0 :~ 1d BO:ne ye ro ago vioited 

Thorosby's c:.i.:1 01 t h e 11pp1.r Va.llala. At 3 p . m. I continued on 

Lhe abo ve menti oned I-U yo '1 h acco·npanying 

jun1.:t ion half an 11.J r later b.n · .. n er~" th 

u< • Pass ed 

e terly 

reache s -he Purari. Fortunu te ly ·n re has be-~1 n r9.in since 

the up-s t ream j ~ 1rne~ •1as co ... need o l u progress al~ houe.h ory 

slow 1 <;.· still possible . At a.bou Lhi s point ~~GA pointed ou ' a 

\Vhe r e a policen n h9. bee ;i kill ·i y the I-U ~eorl 1 • 

expedl~ion of 1908 ea e up . 1 ~ river . this 

heavy rain vOmm need to fall so I decide at ~ A ~ i r~t 

c ~iv~ni -nt sp t ·.1hic .. nappene l to be the mou+.;h o BUI creek on 

the North bank. The river ~ tt m fro·n 11 s ne 

an her .fo i t _.. S !L C ~ SS r . i , p t.he 1 u l ... h e rer ~ ni ·h 

trees on h bank as the a.nc11.or .1111 ·1ot hold. He v.;: rui l 

ccn tir..ue· for never11l h urt:t an the force o-: he .;urrent n 

l eve l of he river incrEBSed rapi · ly, so :nuch o that I began t 

0 
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think 'Ne !!0111 l be nn bl to o f i rther . 

I n t he rno r1.in~ I ·1as t: l a to i 1 that th · rain had cl ear e 

o f so a t r ffec inF-: rc .... a irs to h~ s oeri 1g gear ~e co nued 

on but r a ro J_r:d on a on y r .e f "' .i h o as · on omo ele. 

but, fortuna tely d . 

stronger ian yes 

an hour. 11· i r 

n d r go vl G 

y a11a o r 

ivl e tli e · i 

u.un ch. Curren i s '":'\UCh 

"is 10 than 2 miles 

~h e utmost 

caution has o be us n seeki n 0 1t h eepest ..... hannelb . The 

soenery a long h i s reac oL t he r·ver is c rtainly 11 1orth 

seeing , on ei h e r i;)ide ar , h i eh u.nfO.J o hills at no great 

distanc e rom th e r iver vhtL.>t to the North can be seen mountains 

of no small hoi ht. Dur1· 1g the _morning Ne pa sed t he Bevan 

I a l ands - the a,..,sa e h ··e , a. l t hough only a.bou t t. lf a mil in 

lflGgth took us .1ell over an 'ou to t raverse such as he foroe 

of the current. At l~-3 r, p.m. a h a lt was made fer lunch at a 

point abou t hulf a milt belo .1 the ent rance of HO creek on the 

source o f whi...-h ,'/AGA tells m hi c -.·i lla e i s i t uat ed. N.AlllIRA 

is eu posed to be 0n ai1 1 n a'bou t 'D or three de.yo run 

higher up. On arriving at e entrE'.n ce to HO creek I found 

aevera.1 l arge rock~ in h river rounl which ·he eurrent s wirled 

~t a terri ic specn . In 01·de ... svoid th po uib li f of 

d ma. ing h l au 1 .:h he roli e w .. re 

to he C- eek , vi th . r o e o 1e en o 

u sho e a.b ovJ the en· rancc 

·1hL.-h .ras a to.0 e to he 

launch . By :h i s cane· the la. tu h as gr l u lly all ;e o 

drL: t nth vl e urro 1 into 

narro nu.ss· e b e t.1 ... ·n h e 

:.'1.0Uth 0 he creek h oue a 

n • I'~ e . 1Ce in i 

o · c n i r blj n~ 
o ttl. e the 

~a.a 

launci1 0 · c u rni l ,e u. s r ~. befor e 1r 

b llen t i :.ocr . A th ' .oin u.nc' or as dr ped 
st PP 

an ea: p ma.1le s' o e . 

~ 7 e - _ i L.t at 

a jacent ~ o TIO ~r~ ek 

t' ... e b nks r:.: ~ :>. 1_ 1 

so rce _ •h ~r ek . 

o ~r h , be n 

et ab ve · e pre ·e1 

;) a. long 

Tne co try 

i vel lo ~ althou_h 

Durin eavy ht:: ', t , 1 t.; l a:lpeer .· to ri rn ten to 

twelve ho ·e tne p. ,s 1 vel. 

On t r fo llo 1i n day - th l th - lea rin ? J .. . C • i n camp 
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I left i\fi th th n ~ h~ c noe L exn .o~c 'h , ·np e r 

water o · :-ro e r e c1 ~ . r <-=o i u n · r _ _.. or '.ibo r.; mi l e~ 

this ook u ~b ut 5 hours ha.r p l . ine - " 1· , ved t n eh 

of sago .1 er 0 
' 

hi (.) v . 1., 0 . 1 11 . , o...J :;.i. p. ,;c r Vl. £; :11 11 

he l c f them o ·o P ' 1AIA. N0 ~ a•e o ~ naive co ul no; be 

seen so ·.., ~0 .;..nued n 1 ... .. .., hon s o . .1. i ~a. in ... . hi h r P • 

Late r ie ca:ne upon a.no her pat e- o_ a.go an he e rYAGA i n imu e 

ha he 'YO 11 "'O a:Jhorn and see i her rycrc ny people about . 

He did so bu a.ftP.r · t i. no- or him o r P urn for some ime I 

sent police to l ook for him. 01r shouts oo li c i od no r eply 

so I co.me o h 0 c nolusion ha our guide a.nd interpreter had 

wilfully mislead u an no· , fear ul of the consequences had 

cleared out. I was most disappointed at losing ~'7AGA as, should 

we come a.,ross any nat iveu, -.1e are no N unable +;o speak to them . 

However, 1e continue on up h e c re e • .. until it was impossible to 

go further on account o snags nl allen ti . ber. Net a. s ign 

of ck or r vf se i n h ri er i di vate that any human 

being h d bee1 i n e viJi ity. c .. or L.1 0 ly re ir1.tdown · 

stream a ·a i n an l m e c • :ip t c al lo s •/AG.A. . 

Rifl e sho ts wer .ired nJ i nprovise me. e of ba·nbo o were 

sow1ded fro13 t • e to t i m- i i ..,i o l res1 1 t . 

Dur i l 
1 o n i .,.· hea.v rain .... 11 eontinuousl w nd by 

morning th cr eek ri .:Jen .Af e r no~ '.1e frui tlesa 

search '.or · A 1e r · tu 'led again to .. h .. 1 unc ~1 ioh ·.vas r ea.ohed 

i n l~ ho r s . j our nc p s ... r e ' , ... r EL n ls 7 ho ~ rs 

ye r '1 • 
I 1 ·a. e ... Gn. o n!' enc e " o re n 

to t, • . 1 u v~ · ' 1 o .. _: i b .1k I de to r i n i n c'lr ~ unti l 

I!oon . ·.·1 G ho "Je er , i l n · · 1 b 0 

. m. r ne Ls.st r ·in had 

caused a ilood i~ h rl re r L. t e r a. l · ... 1 I f 1 u1 · h · : i ;as 

· i t e i mp 0 .) ~ i b 1 in ~ h e rre n t • So. . hat 

rel~~ ia t lw , h~re ore , I ba 01 11 h o of et t ing 

":i . .,. .. _er u r e . ; i n ..... n C' ..;C le C) 1.l d nnly :.uve varri 1~ d 011 0r 

·llel s pl a · r m i ii_ lo ! • 

hu. t 11 h T I ... , ... '1 ·Le l L. i eh co ~ 1 .. 1 il a 

hie·1 r up the river al t o h 1 til l be l n er:-i s un er aking 
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r ve r en l J u be mi. c h o e i ~10 "! . 

Arrivi!1 l" our f ;r r cam n r e e - . 4: p . 1 • e i e 

agai n 'h i l .., ~ some o~· 1 poli c .1e i o <.. i n 

erectln e # l t .. . rcr ·i h he ler i c. canoe rp 

HAI cre ek tu .. co i l c. 

sto y r pi ds . 

the beach - • 

c 1-i l rtz ' fe. 1. 11. +r .... ces o. oll om' in 

In t e r orning rc t rne to I-U a. t:. i o obt in u r h er 

infor1.at1 01 abou UBU creek . o l e a uro . e h t he ~ 

form .rly liv¥ ~here n ~ i1nt re ar o villages here no ' • 

Bowe . er I et eLmin e o go 1a s ., e .:he her i .ra.s n i able, and 

if so to ... eke a r a. ·e rsc . 01 re vhi l 
h ent rance of he creek 

I found t it 1a oo shallow o eo far in the launch so I 

continued on in 1 e c oe . V ry soon , ho 1ever , ·.-:e ~ e th stony 

rapids much he same a 'o c i HAI creek . Here a ain I found 

muoh quartz and slight tr ces o go ld i n he beaches . Returning 

again to I-U 1e ha unch an shortly after comm ... nced he ret rn 

journey as no usef 11 urpo e o 1 be crve in stayine here 

no tor n ives i n he vi inity. 
longer seeing th 

On the way o m r e n, · ~en sho'!"t iista ce below BEVAN I land, 

11 on ~he ~ast bank whioh 
we f und th~ hou e n p 0 

was unoccupi..,, 1e omc r: am , iS..J i o ., it o :...! J a i 01 • 1 

&.ccordin 1 anch re ~ h~ L .. u.11ch hor i~ arce ab ve the house 

and m e c _mp . 'hil h s ·' 
bein ·01 e I vi~ited the house 

and f o n l there were only t~o or t•r natives present . 

The na ives ~rove 
o be a nan n me Eia-HAU and his amil1 , who . 

toge her d th ru o 
, . .., nd h i .._ i e, ~~e periodical vi ite to 

me.1 

this ea p fr rn the foi la'.l.a 0 1 e . El -HAU se e ed o be a plea ... ant 

old chcp ~r rec eive 1 1 moo ho spi a. lt; . m ,r . !le s ated 

\ 

tha he ha v ~i e h C i 1 ro i 1 d ffi :)_ T 
m ~s.s also acquainted 

w1 h th~ P 1aJ ~e opl c 
1 • e , :>p r V il la . He also aeer:ied to know 

' 
the P j A!A peopl s m o .fuo , Mere no t he irce of PURU oreek 

which i s o_ he ~as ~id of t l Purari :0 1 er d ·ms. ream. 

I n .;he mo-ni :r. e came o e m h PURU crce: after an 

hour ' s r m . 0 h.: il ls. Ull.h U i S.1 

so explore 1 e r ce.noe . 
~!o r ~ u na. ves ,cj be seen altho'1gh 

th.a. t th . P .o. !AIA people rnB be hereabouts i . 
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er ~ cert i1ly 01here ne r the re ek . .e J. _ ~ 0 e 1 · u eh 

and contil ued the j .1nrny o 'IH t r ea • A e VI 1 i 1 e 1 o r1 r o m 1.., 

oame aero ss a 1m: hou e on the st b nk - i n 'rnp l e e - an ~an 

fresh f o n . r n s alon t .lo bank . T. ~ ~ v C va not rere en 'le 

oame 1p h river. Jus below hi 8 .e werA rtunate in finding 

one old man L ~ n e a <ld i: ; abo, 

out to him n e .., ,_,1 l c....l ly he ~a i n<l ced to orne a.ton ___ "1. e ... h e 19. unoh. 

From him I l ~arnt t~~v 'lC C villa ~e l me d URI a 

IKElfE oreek hi 1as abou hal a mile lo :er doMn. 1r ho ol an 

after some persua ; n agree to ac ompany u s to he illage. The 

launch as ac or ingly ancho ... J. i n tho m uth of IKE TE oreek a11d 

after part~kin0 of a hasty lunch I set o~f in he canoe ith 5 A.O. 

and the PA'J IA interpre ars. After in0 100 yards or so the oreek 

proved to be unna ·igable so vie abanrlo n e. the canoe aud continued the 

journey along the creek bed vhich as in many places 1.ry. I was muoh 

atruok by t e very fine sarn: l ed o ~o 1 o be fo u1' in the creek at 

frequent int ervals. I have pr t, viously s'3en w at I take to be ooal 

in both the Sire bi l Era i ver-a bu in nei th ., r case has 1 t been of 

auoh good qut.li ty a t h is anpears ;o be. After travelling along the 

oreek for about t ree mi les our guide left t c er ek and followed an 

111 efined tracl'" thro h t h ·· 'bush . After 0verin~ another three 

miles w ea ne o .. he 1. la0 of URI. 1 r a 1vent was r1ewed with 

much alar. he n<r o .. e · h bi an ;;.> ; n uickly seized 

their bows n o. ro wJ bu fo rt n n o . i ..; ·'large a.ny o the 

latter a s . . fte .. t .=> ir h. <l sub c.; · led t le n i, ea, 

aeein a ·1 ~·c 1 '10.; i l e , l i l io M1 ·· ' cir •ea. b .came 

quite fri e;n· 1y. 

Governmen J a1 

village co " 

parti ti. 011 in th 

men n d • h otLc 

le a b t t o 

Thi · i .·it t -- 1 '·V a ll rom the 

he ~ r i m v e ae e1 a hite man. The 

0 one ho1se ome i n lrn~th having a 

le ; OllC ..; i of he par i ·1on bein re e rved for 

·.on n . T' e m n ' r ho ace 

c sli h t9r phy.1 u . • 

I I o 1 ce l we 

i he 

no mor1.: rill..:.ge b i "' th i cinit 1 tho "h er a. bi g vill g 



-~ --------~-----~--~---------.,........--..------.----.... 

1 • 

:.i ..!h i ·1 t l i n hi Ol - 'e 0.L. 

hi h r - , ~ I 

i f t · .ey .._a.ref ' 1 i i s 

have no r a r e .. ill h VC 0 Vi i h t 

vill g lat r a • I CS i ":'la e t • 0 1-U to be 

about 50. E ing stab i s' ed "°ri ,n 1 - r 1 i ons ·lith these people 

and after purchasi n ~ some pumpkins a1 d ot ·, r na i ve food vie set out 

on the return journey to the launch. un the way back l collected 

a goo4 sample of the coal which \'111 be forwarded to Port oresb7 

at a later date. On re~ohing th e C8J p at the mouth of he creek I 

•e surprise +; learn tha our 1 •st gi ide WA.GA haJ turned up during 

my, absence. I t a pear th'lt he h ".. 0 0_ 9 s .. e consi erable ! stance 

away from BO oreek i L. hi s endeav l.L" t~ ... in nc KAIRO people and 

conaequentlJ h d i se is . IL1din ,fe Bone he made his 

way back I-U village o.nl t 1cr e obt i ·ic d g, a~.o c a.n came on own 

tlie river. I a t 0 .1. 1 t' . t 1i i s .. 1 , 0 10 eserted a.a he 

wi ll b- o: Lr e_4 u e on uture p ~ ro ls. 

I n ·. e mor1 i ( 1 th ) ever 1 ~I me 'i~i e · the oamp and 

d.ispla e l ~h . T :~ • u · r u ·;i 1 a .~t rong 

current bro ·. t t · -~ P~ . IA c .· p :1 ere .: '1!.vl o tai ncd the 

i nt r pr t r .=.ft r · - 1 ~a.b vhese nen ·:e cont:i.nued on 

do rn · .e !VO r e r o e-0 Y~I~U :·he r e I 1a 5 eyi)~ tin t o find 

ad cli Li o1 l f e l ppl ies. Lu he o. ~ ? IRU hen oceeded. to 

• G. KE!."0-0 t1. o. "ri ved her hat morning 

h ee ~ e o u l. D h e rc t .-i1 ior o il~ e.f ternoon 

:.ft er ea 'n _e na~ i c a ~ t rs i , th ~ ornins I l eft 

f o e · t s a. : 11 ;:-· it e "7A.~ .3 r i er . .: rri e , 1.:~ re a 11-30 

a . m . ..... n ') e hai or. 

Thi mn:.o ed 1r n o o t· . e o 1 .lin do.:,· ( 2 th ) 

a ·n rtl a t r thi left r ~ik ri b t onl y ~1c ceeded in 

reac i 1 
or 1 i ~· t~ 11 :. r ... a p wad a e . .Arrived back 
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a .. i·- r 

1 

hi 
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• • :. ... ~ -. 

... 
. 

villSbes, I ~ink , ... il1 0 ' - e re ea 

~ra h a.l r:.L.h be ..: lo e to 

he Purari ri ~ er. ills.~ ... .!!: I~ 1en iJne ) m se ·eral. 

t1 es b : i 

villa- !' 

referre .. :> 

probab e .. -

eacn 

the f oo 

Bro 

'l'h .. .. p 

KAIRO, 

lik.. h ..... 

exact is !1.kno m . I ha·e s.ls _ar of is 

e ~ -.ra ri ·~ r. 

L ~r . 3rown 's re ort ab e 

·. G.A or the P.li:.1""14 D !?.. ~ i ves. I thi it 

n i ~ in ~ e e part ha several villa~e s 

i ei :~r a _e 1 mont• s a a ime or s lon as 

hol· • Un.I er da e o_ Janus.ry 17th 1920 r. 

c. s 4• l a._ .. ge t sn" i a s bi;) as KAI!m'." 

~ b u t ') . I hink i robabl e ~'1 t· .. e 

. ·r . r m i 1 ... 0 oh .. ;e re r cferri i to -
o ~ u_nli 1 e ly ha a la :-c popul t io 

~ e be ... Ii lo 

( sg.: . ) ~. 
. n • 
- """"' . -· ·-· · 29/9/22 • 
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REPORT f a PATH L mnde by a • .. w .... • I - .a to 
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____ O.ol.oller .. -.Bkl.. ---· -- R turn d to Statiou oio.teltes .aJ..at. -J.9' 

of Carriers mploy cl._ __ _...,.,~ Number of Police taken4 .. -.............................. _ .. _ .... _ ......... -... . 
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r1) A kefrlt 1110}1 of tlw ,Zi trict Jlltil'nlled lwuld tt('('01llJhmy the r pnrt, 111,i.Jll'ing, u;i n arly wr poaible, t/,e 
~ition of the pfore ci~if d 1111d 1t f"Jl!I i to be wwle for filiny 011 the St<itio11. 'l'he """P i1 to be 
fund 1'Pt1 t1·lt<'t11rr the 1>11ir11l iH in 1t 11· ll-knawn district 01· 1t0t. If the ptttrol. is tii:er a route for vhfrh 
11. 11&t1}J luui 1drewly /1ee1t ut i11, a 1•c1J111l 111ap ii. 1iut 11 CCIJHary. A rrference to t1u• prerioua reporl 1rill 
be tuffe,cie11t. If fl,,, pali'ol i 01•1>r a. roulf' of 11·/d('h part lwi. alrewly b 11 im:luded iu a. mop, a11eitable 
icketrli. ;1/i.11ttlrl b • i!P1d f 11 e111tlilf' tit nllcer ]>laces tn 1>P 1&i7deil In the 71r l'iou. map. }'or 1t1tifon11ity tlu• map 
rutUI ()(c1.1py 01te of lw11 xi::e of JlllJlt'l'-either tlw Ni:: of a lt1Llf-1tlu•et of ruled .fool cap or the lfi:e t~f a 

trhulP 111· t111ubl h1•ct. 
[,,, the bndy '!f tlte ,. p111·t tliP ltlllll ) of tit ri lla!1e tJlrnultl lie followed by the name of the r .tJ. The 11.•m.ber 

ef i111w1t 1u.d tl1t· 1"'J1ttl11fim1, tti! •1i-1trly 1t.P JJU!lxii1 l , lwulrl ul u be fllf <l. 'I'lie ('!Ultomll of th.e nulit·1•1f 

11u1u/t1 If 11LUCh U. J)llilHihf1• b UOff'tl tlllil rez>Ol'ff:'d. 
Tl1e J>1itrol Report i 11 '" 1Jp ' 111'l<.Hle1l i11, tlti11 Jti ket, whirlt. 111·0111•rly fill <l in, ill to be If 11t to the Go,.~rn111e11t 

Seuetary i 1111111•'1 i11ft>f !J 11ftN f't1rh putrnl. 

(2) 

(B) 

(4) Tle ltl"'N' 11 low is 1101 to b£' o·rittt>n in. 
(a) The Clhlt 1~f tlte l'atrol 11111-.f bf' ltml'li within, iu tl1 P llJ>aC1' prori<"led . 

Oornrmn nt Seer tary. 

Datel0/11/ -·-·-·----·--·- --····- -···--·-

Otlidllf in ChaJ; of Station. 
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1?1\TR0L REV0RT. . TATION '!UMBER. 

KIK I . 'T.\TIOX . 

REPOJ 'I <1F .\ P.\THOL nmcll· hy R. .. odward /R. ~ ___ to 

pper ~ra River ---·· or t b purp 

EXam1ning ti b er in company with 1Jr. La.n.e Poole & gotti.ug tnto 

__ touch wi tp an nat ives found· i n that District ..• 

of 

L ft 1
1 ta.tion on ovember 24th 11 rn d o ~ ' ta, i m n Decemba1 13th 192.2 

24 urn bPr of Poli • tn,k u__ _ 9_ _ -·--

Na.me of Ve\ :c·I 11.· •cl and of Olli (' ' l' 111 ( harg Launch "Kismet" -_ .Mr. _.Lane Poole. _ 

Villag visit d._ GIGORI. 0131. 

~ ........... --~----~----

--·-----------·· --------------------------

-----------··--·---
ibl , th po<,ition . 

('l) ln lbl' bod~ of tb • r •p rt the 11.rnw o f th vilLlg<' houl<l lit> follow <l In the 11am' of th • \ . . Th nmnbcr of 
hou. •s a11d tlw pu t1011, a>- 11 ·•L.-1,\ •L>- po-.. ibl •, ~ho11 l1l .d~o b »tat •d. Th u-.tomb of tb • rmtivc bould 
a. much a" p . ,,. bi• I 11ot <l and rt>p rt <l . 

(:~)Th l'a rnl ll<•p rt i to h• 1J(') u.rd 111 h i,., j.i k t, whi<'l1 . prop·rly till(•<l in, i · to • ~'nt to tb 
.' .r •tar 1mm " liat •ly aft.Pr •a ·h patrol 

(4) 1'l1 pa<'<' b •l1rn 1. n ot to bt• • ntlcn ; 11 . 

(5) ~h • C'< >-t of the •.atrnl 1111nt hi' -.hm\IJ \\1lh111. in tb "PtWP pr \Hll'<l . 

. - >mo. 

F,orwarded to the (rO\' ('l'nlll n t H ·n·tary. 

Da,tl' D~oemb.er ____ l6th 1922, 

ov rmncnt 



29th. 

IOT9ber 30t • 

f 

Left Kikori at 9-30 a.w. i th ' n e l aunch "Kismet" acoompanied 

by Mr. Lan Poole for the purpose of proceeding to the Era 

River heac ater an c the ce a ro a to the Pu.rari River ith a 

view to examinin the tiaber i this looality and also to 

endeavour t o get into touch 1ith the people of NAM.AINA on the 

Upper Purari ho appeared to have been anything but friendlJ 

towards 1r. Lane Poole on hie reoent trip up the Purar1 

River. Sergeant B TO, 7 A.O. and 22 prisoners left the 

Station at the same time to proceed direct to the Era RiTer 

and there await the arrival of the "Kismet". Prooeeding 

via AIRD HIL_, and the ERA rr.outh we made a non-stop run to 

the W.&llE Rivor and anchored at the Sawmill at 8-45 p.m. 

Leaving the Sawmill at 4 a.m., and proceeding up the BJBOI 

River we arrived at a small oamp of the PA Al£ people at the 

Junotion where we pioked up a KUXU-XUKU man named W~A to 

aot as guide and Interpreter on the patrol. Thi• man 

aooompanied me up the PU.rari River a few month• ugo and 

apeake the language of the Upper Purar1 Tribes. ithout an7 

delay we returned down the !VO to KAIRU Village where I 

expected to piok up a.n A.C., who had pr~vi~usly been sent 

from Kikori to piok up tAGA. ot finding him h~re we 

on nd arrived back at the Sawmill at 6-30 p.m., where we 

found the "A.BOA" whioh nad arrived from Port Moresby with 

Official mail and private stores. 

Leaving at 5 a. r • , we prooce ded up the Kil'AillA and so into 

t h ERA and anch red of! GIGORI village at 1 p.m. As 

previously arranged an A.C., met me here . nd advised that 

the Sergeant .nd carriers bad left that morning for the 

headwaters. After interviawing several v.c., from aur

roundin,:; v 111ages we left nt 3-3J p.m., wi~h the flood tide 

and after 2 ho~rs rUlliling came to ..uiU-U Village where the 

Sergeant n d carriers were found. Continued on until 6 p.m., 

and anchored Jff some huts on the left bank of the river 

at whloh plaoe the carriers arrived half an hour later. 
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CarrierQ ~ t away at 5 a . 1 ., t o t ake adv nt ge of the flood 

tid.e th0 launch l eaving . n hour or Ao later . Picked up oanoos 

at a camp f th e BI poo l e. Here I went ash re to endeavour 

to obta in i s over t o the .eurari but all prPaent denied. a.l.1. 

knowledge f any tracks or of t he country at the source of 

Era. ongst the 0 I people I was pl eased to find two or 

three men of SESA hich i s a semi-nomalio community oocupyi~ 

the country b tween the two ma in arms of the ERA. Gave theae 

men small presents of tobacco !lld promised them I wo~li v1a1t 

their oamp as soon as poaalble. Our guide \'/AGA seemed to 

know many of the OBI p eople,who, I gather, are olosel7 allied 

to the PA AIA people of the Pu.rari. The SESA men seemed to 

be similar in type to natives seen b y me on the Upper Purari 

with the exception th t instead of the ugual puncture in eaoh 

nostril the• all had but one punctured hole on the tip of t~e 

nose. As far as I could gather fro m my interpreter there are 

no villag9s 0 1 the ERA above this camp and no nat1Te pads 

over to the Purari so it seems as if we will have to out 

tracks by oompass bearings. Continued up stream until 12-30 

p.m., when, on account of the low oondition of the water 

level and many anags, it see med imprudent to 

launch. Our distanoe from GIGORI Village is estimated to be 

46 miles which I think may be t e ken as fairly aoourate seeing 

that the speed of the launch has be .n taken over a measured 

distance an d two or three stops were made coming up for the 

purpose of taking the rate of the current. The launoh wae 

anchored at this point and swags prepared and camp made 

ashore. Before nightfall the carriers arrived. 

9roke oamp at 7 a. m., an taking 24 carriers, 9 

and the guide i,''AGA, the whole party numbering 38 embarked 

and proce -ded up stream in the ea.noes. 
Two additional men 

were al .. 
0 

taken to r eturn down strea.a \"v·i th the canoes when 

d 1 d ,~,oh to mv surprise the 
the remain er pr ceede over an • ru~ u~ 

river bore to the East and after paddling for 2t hours we 

arrived at rapids and as there appeared to be more higher 
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up e dec i .. e~ ake 0 :....e bush rather t n risk losing 

ea r in the r ._pi d he ~a.noes •e~e therefore unl aded and 

sen do again o t he · Ki ... et" ho re e. A abort 

dista ce belo s oi • a fine se Of vOal , 8 )Ine 5 f et 

hick, P ee o t r p_ i 0 he right bank of the iver. 

his coal ee s to be o~ ver fair qualit ~ similar to the 

samples picked up b e on my patrol up the Purari. If thia 

coal should p!'ove t~ e of o· r ci 1 v lue it is exceedingly 

J purposes s eeing that light well situa t ed for transp~rt 

draught vessels oould reaoh the seam without an7 diff1ault7 • 

~gain at the first rapi Juge blooks of coal were 

in the riTer bed - probably the same seam as that observed 

lower down the river. After re-arranging swags we started 

off in a due orth direJtion ove!" very broken oountr7. M 

we had to out tracks progress was ve r7 slow and after 

traTelling for 2 hours we arrived at the top of a 1pur 

( 800 feet) fro whiah a good view ooul ~ be obtained to the 

Eastward. A high range running J: orth nd South could be 

seen in the diatance and I think this would be the range 

on the Vailala side of the Ptirari River Just Sout.n of the 

SUBU Junction. Fr J h made a rapid descent into lower 

but still vers much broken country and made aamp at 3 p.m., 

as no halt had been 118de for lunah. It was a diffioult 

attar to find suitable land on whioh to erect the flys ao 

rough is the country hereabouts. S!nae leaving the Era two 

more coal seams were observed o~ the hill sides. 

Broke oamp at 7 s. m., and cont1n~ed our jo·lll'ney iJ1 a Jortherl 

direction as muoh as pos ~ibla• The oountry traversed is e.>me 

of the roughest I have yet seen aad judging by the eooentrio 

angle s of the rock strata I ccnolude that this oountry Jllll8t 

h ve been subjected to a terrifio volcanic upheaval in paat 

The rocks seem to be mostly dandstone and shales and 
ages. 
the country in general very poorly timbered • saw-baok ridge• 

abound, the Eastern aspeot of suwh being, for the most part, 

1 ble Eventuallv we drop~e4 
precipitous and quite unsoa ea • ~ 

do n into a sn:all creek the bed of whioh was plentitul.17 
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strewn v, i th huge mter- rnrn all b ' ppe Y oul1era whioh made 

progress for the carri ers somewhat diffi ult. This oreek 

fortunately led us in the desired direction but we were muoh 

delayed by having to conetruot rou h bridg0a at several plaoea 

to nego~iate waterfalls an other difficult plaoee. This 

oreek eventunlly led us into a larger t s ream running East and 

about ~O yard wide - probably the Bra River again. After 

fording the at1·eam at some convenient rapids we were faoed 

with a sheer wa.11 along th1.. UC\rthern side of the river. There 

appeared to be no break in t he cliff so we had to make use 

of ladders and ropes of vine to climb to the top. After a 

halt for lunch we re swned and encountered muoh better oount17 

and made go ~ progress along ridges whioh g~duall7 inoreaaed 

in height as we penetrated f urther liorth. Arr1T1~g at wha~ 

appeared to be the highest point of the ridge (1000 feeti we 

made oamp for the night. A good view oould be obtain d from 

here of the mountains on the North stde of the Pa.rari. 

Breaking camp at? a. m •• we made a rapid desoent and after 

a aho:bt walk age.in oa.me i;o the Era RiTer. Here we oame 

aoross two bushmen ~ho, on seeing us, took to their heel• 

along the river bed. ~AGA, our guide, followed them and 

appa~ently reassured them as to our intentions for the7 aoon 

returned. From thee~ men I gathered that the streana ~~ were 

now on re.a the Era and that we had only one hill to orosa 

before striking the headwaters of PO oreek whioh flows into 

the ~~rari. These men stated that their village was ERBRU 

which is on PO Creek but they were at present oanoe making 

on the Era and their present abode was a short distance from 

where we were. One of these men agreed to aot as guide aDd 

oonduot us over to the Pure.ri River. Prooee41ng along the 

oreek bed we soon oame to the houses of these men but did 

not delay there longer than necessary. Our guide then 

orossed a small spur a nd so into a oreek bed running generttJ. 

eetward. t 1 dif~ioult here on aoa~unt Walking W&S ex reme y ~ 

of the rr~ny b 1u l n~ rs n n ell8~l waterfalls. 
At one of the•• 
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wat orfall s , wh re i t was ecesaa.ry to a e a br id.ge for the 

carriers, ·; G an t he guide g•t ahead of the party and 

on oo t i nul along the oreek , we came upon the swag WAG! 

h&~ been carr ying but nei t her of the t wo natives oould be 

fo und. A halt a s ma de a t this point i n th hopes that 1AGA 

would return, but he di d not r e-appear. This msn played the 

same tri ck wh n I w: s explo r ing HO Creek on nw Purari Patrol 

but on that oooaeion he turned up age.in, I was much disap

pointed a t th is a s we no have to make our way over absolute17 

IAllknown c ountry without a guide and if we do meet with 

natives, we will be unable to oonverse with them. After 

lunoh we continued on down the oreek but had to abandon it 

as the water beoame too deep. ~e then struck overland in a 

H.W., direoti~n an d later oame to a muoh larger oreek and 

after oroesing this with no little diffioulty, pitohed oamp 

on the opposite bank. ·vhilst ereoting. the flya two buahmen 

were seen by some of the carriers who were cutting timber in 

the bush. They gave the alarui but apparentl7 the bushmen 

cleared out. Later on in the evening shouting wa1 heard 

~arose the creek and I had some red oalioo plaoed in a 

oonepiouous position but nothing further was aeen of the 

natives. 

Broke oamp at 7 a •• , and oontinued our H.W., oour•• whiah 

led us over very broken oountry. HaTing covered about T mil•• 

we made a sudden deeoent into a creek bed and aa thie ••• .. 4 

easier walking , we followed along this in the hope• that it 

would lead us to PO creek. Instead of thia, however, the 

oreek bore to the s EGd s.w., an4 eventuallJ we foua4 that 

we bad made a complete oirole. We continued on down the 

oreek for another mile or so and then camped. Polio• were 

then sent out down the oreek to see in what direction it 

turned and observations were made from the top of a high 

tree but without mu.oh information of our aurrou.n41ng• being 

gleaned. Towards duak the polio• returned and reported that 

the oreek flowed into a big stream at no ~eat 4iatanoe troa 
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our camp . e the~efore decided to follow t his big stream 

in the morni ng i n t e hopes that it would lead us to the 

Purari River. 

An hours walk brought us to t he stream found by the polioe 

yesterday. Although it seems to be going more or lees in a 

Southerly direction it may yet turn North to the Purari. we 

therefore kept along the left bank of the t e ream and ahortl7 

oame to a reo~ntly used native pad whiah led ue up to a 

oolleotion of huts which appeared to haTe been but reoentlJ 

oooupied - no natives however were aeen. After leaving thi1 

oamp the pad ended so we again out our own traoka but progre1 

was veri ~low on aooount of the many deep gulliel &114 oreek1 

whioh had to be crossed. At 3-30 p.m., camp was made after 

whioh the police and carriers were set to work to out timber 

for rafts er~ to nake rough paddlas as it seems likel7 that 

better progress will be made by water seeing that there ii a 

swi~ current in oue favour. 

l .l1 c6Jlp. Polioe and carriers had three rafts completed and 

a goodly number of paddles before nightfall. The ratte were 

tested and found to be quite large enough to aooon1J>date the 

whole party as well as supplies. 

Bo rain fell during the night and I was disappointed to t1n4 

that there ~ae little current in the oreek t is morning. •~ 

embarked on the rafts, however, and ootmnsnoed our journey 

down stream. Several natives seen in a canoe but could not 

induce them to oome ne r us. 
Later oamB to rapids whioh were 

euooeesfully negotiated a.nd thenoe onwards met with more 

rapids at fr equent intervals. Mu.oh time was wasted drag~ing 

the cU!Ilbersome rafts over these rapids and I do not eetim!lte 

more t h.nn 8 mile an hour. EventuallJ, 
ou• progress to be ~ 

on rounding a bend of the river, we were disgusted to find 

that we had r e turned to the plaoe where we had formerlJ 

I t is quite obvious now that our 
crossed the ERA River. 

UB 
a s to the proximity of PO Creek -

gujdee wil:fullJ mislead 
d tand Salted 
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