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April 24 .1914 .

Ar Rufus Choats

i
'

Seay. _ua\tc'r Commiasion,
San Diego, California.

Dear Sir:

Relative to our communication of llarch
2lat, 1514 will say that we have found out that the olevat-
ion of the Carrol damsite, wcordirng to the geolougical
survey map mdeé by the Govermment, ies &n orrtr between
25 ard 30 feet. Our surveyors in the fie¢id have foumnd
thizserror sirge our letter to you of Harch 21st; the
Tezult beinz thaut there will be no neceasity of buildinz a
dam in e2xgeas of 100 or 110 £t in height at the Carrol
damgite. This will hold all the flood waters back to the
present Countj' highway bridge at 3ernardo -atore. Ve are
n-ald.m an actual survey to determine the capusities amd
coast of dam.

“e oare furnishing you this doy o map of
the Voloan Water Co. amd the Cuyamuca Vater Co. reaervoirs

a%Ce, showing the height of the dam, areas, flooded ele-
vation and capaocity. As goon as we get our survey comnlected

we will inform you as to the acres flooded and capacity of the

Carroll damsite. The error in this survey is in our favor,

ns we do not believe the cannoitics will be mteriall;;
ohanged, but the cost of the building of the dam will Ve
reduced 60%, aml the elevation of 20 or 30 ft is that ruch

4

gainedy for we find that the Corroll dameite 15 belween Z5ftL .

March 22, 1957

Er. Rufus Choate
Union-Titlae Insurance Co.,
1028 Second Avenvue

San Did{;o, California

My dear Rufus:

inswering yours of March 15th, anclosed find
copy of latter I have writtom 7d fyatt.

It i2 oo lads, I quectizn vhether I cen éo
enything regarding the $25,000 or not - it should have been
in the Budget and submittad lsat Fall, clso, Li% should have
been introduced lact Jepuery curdlng the cesalon, oo wa have
nd right o introcduce Billc cicupting twn by o threa-fourths
majovity of tha Samate. The Governor iec deuth on new ap-
proyriationa, but I will see what 1 can do. PRoth of my
spaces arc tlrzsdy slocged on {aportunt mattors,

Where are you going to ygot the $50,0007 1t
looks good to ne il it can b2 woricsd out soums my.

Jith Xind regerds,

Sinceraly yours,




¥r Rufus Choate =2«

and 30 £t higher than the Goverument mups show.

Respecifully submi tted,

COYAMACA WATER CCMRANY,

gre




Sapt.omlmr 15, 1950

Mr.tufus Choate
243 Upas Street
San Diego, Culi fomia

Dear Rufuss

Ansviering yow Lclephone request, I furnish you with the following ine
farzation, as I renmcmber its

The Mountain Sprinzs grade in Imperial County was uilt by private sube
scription froa San Diego County totaling appraxirately $561,000,00. The
Chamber of Commerce gppointed a comuittee cansisting of Fred Jackson,
Rufus Choale, Join Fomiard, Jdr., L.l ileller aid myself, to raise the
funds, I was Fresident of the Worse Construction Company at tiut time
and conatad the use of our gredng culfit to build the road. Jaresiorse
was owr suparimtendent and nad an interest in the company; later I
bouzht him outs, Ow engincer was Fred Rhodes, wilo staked osutithe route;
Fred Jackson and I were the Lwo active membars of the cammittee during
construction. The road was bulll with dynaite and mules and four-horse
Fresnos,

Aftor we built the Mountai: Springs grade into Imperial Valley and Los
Ang2les was insisting o a road direct to Yuma, following the Southern
Pacific Railroad, the fight was {10 gal a direct route fram Fl Centro to
Yum to creale the San Diego-Arizmna Higlwayr Association. I apointed
delegates fraax Imperial County and Ly {radn U.S. Grant, William Gross,
Fred Jackson and I went to Yuma; 92 delegates came by train with Governor
Hunt; they elected m president of the San Dicgo=-Arizona Highway Assoclie
ation and ow firslL a‘der of business was the building of the Ymma Bridge,
The estinated cost by Arizona's state engineer w.is 375,000,003 Governor
Hunt agreed that Arizona would raise appruximately $25,000,00 ani as one .
end of the bridge was in the Yuma Indian Reservation we decided to ask
Congress to appropriale $25,000,00 and Califarnia the othar $25,000, Within
less than five months Lills were introduced and passed in Congress, in
the Arizona Legislatwe and in the Califorida Legislature appropriating
the money; but Go.ernor Johnsonwtoed our bill, giving as his reason that
the State Engineer had said the bridge would cost over $150,000 and was
a waste of nmey. I personally undertook raising the $25,000 for the
Yuma Bridge by private subscription. $5000.00 was raised inYuma, about
36000 in Imperial Valley and the rest of it I raised in San Diego and
sent the $25,000 to Washington. The government advertized forbids and
the ridpge was built for $73,800,00-=the bridpe that is there talayl
Governa Johnson told me I cauld introduce a bill at the naxt session
of the Legislature, which I did, the State of California to Ed Fletcher,
Dr. for building of the Ymma bridje. It was wholly illegal, but it went
through and we got our $25,000 back.




Regarding the plank road through the sandhills: Our highway engineer was
« Motcher, my cousin. I sold him on the idea of going through
tha sandhills from Holtville when thoy were deciding the 7§ system route
to the Arisonaline.At a hearing in Sacramento when I advocated the plank
road for the roasan that it cuts of£ 46 miles of the distance across the
continent ®s compared with going around by the Southern Pacific ral lroad,
J.B. Lippincott, the fmous eng neer, who was sent up to Sacramonto to
the hearing on the question of route, testified befare the Hipghway Come
mission that it was the most assimine thing he had ever heard of--to
attampt to build it and maintain a highway through the sandhills. I
pleaded with the highway commission to postpone any action until we
could put in a temporary plark road through the sandhills at our own
expense and make the demonstration. Darlington, Whiinore ard Mansfinld
were Highway Commission membars at that time and all friends axd theay

posponed actione.

I made adeal with Supervisor Ed Boyd of Imperial Vallay, in whose district
the proposed road would be built. He agreed, with tle neighbors to lay
the plank road if we would furnish the plank, so 1 raised every dollar

of the monay; bought 37 carloads of plank--it landed at San Pedro and we
had to pre-pay the freight to Ogleby and the plank road was laid-=with

the result that we nade the demmnstration satisfactory to the highway
commission that a road could be maintained and Ed Boyd did his marte

we owe hin a debt of gratitude for playing the same with u= when no other
supersisor in Imperial County would have anything to do with tha project.

If you want any further information, let me know.

I have sent a copy of this to Frank Forward.

Sincerely yours,
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llovanbor 10, 1950

Doax Nufuos

I an cartainly plecased to seco the interost you and Irank Forward are taking
in tho original conatruction of tho lountain Springs Orade and the planic road,
anx! the building of tho road fron Holtvilleo to Yuma and the Yuma Bridgo.

Imparial County had just been ercated and thoy had no fundo, Vhon the timo
cane for tho Stato to connect all County Seato, under a bond election of
518,000,000400, tiw Stato having pasced an $18,000,000,00 bond igsuo for that
purpose, Los Angeles wanted tho higinmy paved betwecn fan Dornadino and

Il Controe !0 wanted it paved betwoen San Diego and Il Controe I vas chiire
non of tho State and ilational IHgimay Comtdtteo of the Chasbor of Comerco, atb
that tine, Ired Jackson was a pombere Sraeckols, Cerlpts, and Spaulding wore
Corissionorse San Dicgo County had voted bonds to build 1,250 milos of
county roadse A. Be Flotchor, chief engincor of tho l‘assachucotis Higisay
Coiasion was the ongincor of tho County IHiglnmys Corralosion and thoy built
tho road to within about a mile of lountain Springs fron Son Piego. They
also violated tho law and usod some of Sen Dicpo County'!s fundo to camloto
tho road to lountain Springo itself, The road cost approvdmatoly $20,000,00
Then the Chamber of Comxarco, on rmy recommendation, officlally approved the
raising of funds by p:rivate subseription to build the road fron Lountain
Srringo to tho descrt in Imporiel Countye A Comxdttee vamo appointed, cone
sisting of Fred Jaclison, John Fouwmrd, Jrey, Dufus Choato, Ll Fe licller,

and ryself to raoise the fundse The banlks of San Diogo approved our cffort

to get a road to Imperial Vallcy and gave twenty percent of the fundo,

Goorge Spreckels gave ton percent, Goorge llerston gave ten percoent, and Harmy
Jonos of Dillsby and Company, who omwned the Floctric Coopany gave ton perconts
Our Committee raiscd thie balanco, $60,000,00 in all, Jamps Ae lorso and I
weoro partnors together, at that tine, in thoe lorse Constructlon Company. Vo
loanod our entire grading outfit, frco, for the construction of tho road.

Our engincor vas red Thoades, who late - becars City lanager of Jan Dlogo for
25 or 30 yoarge

I% wac a terrific jobe Fred Jaciocon and I wont out thore L0 or 50 times,

at loaste I romenbor ono time durin; construction Bimon Lovi, If, e liollor,
ard John Forvmrd, Jre, as a comitteo, wore cont out to oco how the worl: vmo
progreosinge Ve were blasting off a 150 foot point to commloto tihe hipmmy
and tho Coxrdittee docidod it would cost us 5150,000,00 to comploto the worke
Thoy wore a vory disespirited Coaxitiec, ond made a very adversoe report, but
o fooled tionme The doy of tho colebration, our guest of hwnor vas Villian
Allon Vhite, of Imporia, iansas, who wrote a remarkable editorial on our far
sightednoss in fichting for State and liationnl Higlnmyse The Prosicdont of
the Chanber of Commerco was Chairmon of the meoting.
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Vidth tho construction of the road maldng it poouiblo to pot to Yuma, at about
that tinme Congroon comxoneced to take official notico of tho nocoooity of -
mtlonal higlsmyo and logiolation wmo pasood creating tho soecalled Seven Pore
Baw o ture raur id w0 ta. et et N £ cont Syotoms Vie had nationnl hiplsmy aspirations and the U, S, Durcsu of
dyronmid gnlon o sabl add mo = b e ) s, et Mublic Roads wau scouting around detormining vhore tho first mational higlsayo
o0 MATeVs XV 6ild NOLbIoeh 0870 vOrld rarlw & FLivd Eall wrern oprain HenBE i vore to bo locateds Tho Auto Club of Southorn Califormia and Loo Angeles
WRlT @it Bodnoovhs T nerW odrmoratinl nk we bt o oa woro fighting for a diroct road going from Loo Angolos to Dlytho and Phoomdx
i} 880706 @onBIath aifd Yo BaLln Ol o dis 32 dnstt oo ORTIA Ak O viillo vo wore urging that tho national highmy cyston first go through Yum to
D801l st 9XitosT rrenicuce ond ~d b g e R A e g, L g Phoonix, av tho distanco vamo only olightly longer and pave us a chanco to comect
i AR B T o W WTANE AR} upnt!lilmxiortfumn,lmtloonmoloumuldlmvonomofit,ooitmunt.na
diroct a route as poooiblo fyon San Diogo to ¥l Contro and Yirm oo poociblec, It
wao 46 niles longer to go to [l Contro to litland, thoneo following the Southern
Pacific Nailroad to Yum, ao compared to building a road direct to Yum fran
Ll Contro via loltvillo and throuzh the sand hillg,

'ala T .. ¢
- l...a..l;..‘-_, L

Austin 3, Flotchor, my cousin, wao then Stato Higimmy Ingincor, appointod by
Covernor Hiram Johmnson and was vory sympathetic with San Diepo at a nearing

in Sacranonto collod by tho State Higlnmy Commiosion to discuss tho question of
national highmays, I advocated a plank road throuwh the sand hills from - ;
Holtville cast, as, if constructed, it would cave tho cosct of constructing L6
milos of highmy and 1to future maintomanco, saving L6 nilos acroos the country
in travel. Je 2, Lipponcott, tio fomous engineer of Los ingeles wao sont to
Sceremento to attend this meoting and, on the question of route, urped the

log Angolos-Tlythe route as the national higlway route to Phoenix, 7hon aslked
hio oplnion of 2 moad through the san hillg, ho said, "It is the moot assaning
thing I have ever hoard of to build and maintain a highmy throush the sand hills,"
I ploadod with the ilighwoy Corxmission to postpono any action, promising to

put in a temporary plank: road thiouch tho sand hills, at our expense, and mako
tho demonstration, lessro, Darlington, 'hittmore, end llanefield, the three
Higlmy Comnissionors and personal friends of Son Dicgo agreed to postpone any
action, officinrlly, untll we could malto a dmonotration of tie plank road,

I imediately invited Riglnay Engincer Ae. Be Floteher and the U, S Pureau of
Public Moads roprecentative in fon Franciscco, Dre L. I. loies, to San Dicgo.
Thoy accopted and, in my cor, wo made the trip, by tean, throuch the sand hills,
geniing owr cutomobile arownxi, then proceeded to Yuma and over the higinmy to
Phoonix, roturning vin Olythe to San Bormadino, 'ie pgot across the river by
forrye Tholr decision wms thot if tho sand hill route could be maintained it
wos the logleal route for the mational higlzmy location,

I mado an arrangenont with fupervisor Ed Soyd of Imperinl Valley, in winse
district tho plank road would be built, o agroed with the neighbors to lay
tho plani: road, if we would furnich tihe matorinl at tho necarost shipping point,
Oglolbye Imporinl County Supcrvisors had mo funds to help make the exporiment,
I imediately procoeded to raise roughly 525,000,000 by private subseription,
Iino thousand camo fron provious subscriptions on the lountain Springs Grade,
as I recenmber it, and the balance came fram Scn Dicgo City, Impericl Valley,
and Yumae, Tho tio inch plank was brought to San Pedro, by boat, from Oregon
and wo prepaid the freight to Ogleby, shipped by Southorn Paeific Ratlroad
approximatoly 25 miles wost of Yuma, Supecivisor Ed Boyd, of Imporial Vallcy,
fulfilled his obligation and we ove hin a dobt of gratitude, The planik road
was a succoss axd it has oinece boen demonstrated thnt ono of thoe best, harde
surfoced highways in tho state ecan be bullt an! maintained on sand, I undere
stand tho rccords will show that thoe maintonance, per nllo, of our prosent
Stete liginmy io vory materiolly loss than the average in the State of California,
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It was a happy day when the State.and Federal Govermment, togother, let the -
contract for the hard-surfaced road from Holtville to Yuma,

In the meantime, we had gone over to Arizona and campaigned for a system of
State Higlways, particularly ono from Phoenis to Yuma and to Tucson, Thoe Yuma
Bridge was a vital matter in connection with our Nationol Highwmy aspirations,
Governor Hunt of Arizorz wired me to appoint delegatos and hold a moeting at
Yuma to create the San Diogo«-Arizona Higlnay Association, I appointed tho
delegates from San Diogo and Imperial County while Governor Hunt appointed
his delegates and brought a train load of 92 delegates to Yuma, San Diego
delegates consisting of U, S, CGrant, Jr., Villiam B, Oross, Fred Jackson, and
myself had to go by .train via los Angeles to Yuma, Tho convention was
organized and thoy elocted me President of tho San Diego-dArizona Highway
Organization, . Our first order of business was the building of the Yuma Bridge.
The State Enginecor of Arigona had estimated the cost of the building of this

\ bridge at &75,000,00. Governor Hunt agreed, at the convention, that Arizoma
would raise $25,000,00 if California would do likewise, and, together, we were
to get $25,000,00 from Congress for tho reason that one end of the bridge wvas
in the Yuma Indian Reservation and the highway travel had only a ferry to cross
the Colorado River, Within less than five months, bills were introduced and
passed in Washington in the Arizona Legislature and in the Cdifornia legis-
lature, each in the sum of $25,000,00., Unfortunately, Governor Johnson votoed
California's bill, giving as his reason that the State Engineer of California
had mde a repost to him that the bridge would cost over $150,000.00, not
$75,000,00 ad, therefore, it was a waste of money,

San Diego was sure mad and I, personally, undertook the raising of $25,000.,00
by private subseription, Again, the banks, John D, Spreckels, George V.,
larston, and Jones of the Gas and Electric Company put up 50% of the cost and
we raised the balance by private subscription, sending same to Washington,
The United States Govermment advertised for bids and the bridge was built for
$73,800.00, That bridge is there today, thirty or forty years later. Governor
Hiram Johnson was very much embarrassed for having vetoazd the bill, He told
me I could Introduce a bill at the next session of legislature for $25,000,00
whi~zh I did through our good Senator Ed Luce, the State of California to Ed
Fle ccher debted for the building of the Yuma Bridge. I have Senatore luce's
telegran today, in 1950, stating that the bill had passed the Senate, I
understand the whole thing was wholly illegal, but the bill passed the legise
lature and we got our money back for those who had subscribed,

Please remember, Rufus, that we were fighting for a llational Highway, an all
year route free from snow along the lexican border, via El Paso and the shortest
distance from ocean to ocean., As President of the San Diego-Arizona Highway
Association, I campaigned in Yuma County, Arizona, for a County bond issue to
pave from Yuma to the west Maricopa County line, laricopa County, in which
Phoenix is located, had already paved to the Yuma line, The bonds carried, Lut,
under the State Law, the bonds had to sell for par and the highest bid for the
bond was 91, so, again, San Diego, by private subscription, put the money,
excepting $5,000,00 that Yuma put up, and donated something like $12,000,00 that
Yuma County might sell its bonds at par and help to that extent in paving out
State and National Highway,




vhon Phoonlx refused to play ball with ue, working with lLos Angeles,
we built a dirt road from Cila Bond to Casa Grande following the Southern
Pacific Railroad, cutting out Phoenix, and shortening tho distance 88 miles
across tho continent, That roed wao built wholly by private subscription,
excopting in Pinal County where VWaltor C, Smith, the County Inginocer, did
remarkable worke Tho farmers by tho roadoide did tho greding with their bull
dozers and teams and we rauised five or six thousand dollars to holp on the good
worke Today, that 1oad i3 a State Highwny, paved,

Thon, again, when Douglas and Bisby did not play ball with uo, wo cut off
another 92 nmiles across the continont by first building a dir{. rood via Bonson
and Wilcox to Lordsturg, now a State Hipglmay and hard-surfaced,

I could go on tolling you of our fights all across the nationy U, S. .80 to
Savannah, Georgla, vhero we had similar exporiences, and, in every case,

San Diego cid somthing toward the national higlmmy effort with the result
that U, S, 80 was the first paved higlway fyom the Atlantic to the Pacific,

I hope tids is the information you want and I have all the pictures in relation
thereto, 80, in case you want any pictures of any of these events, lot mo know

and I will be glad to cooperate for old time's sake and for what you have done

for County, State, and lational Highways for over fifty years, to my knowledge,
in helping to build up San Piego. ,

Your old friend, .
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