
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 

4200 EAST NINTH AVENUE 

DENVER 7. COLORADO 

Octooer 8, 1951 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOG Y AND PHARMACOLOGY 

1876-1951 

Leo Szilard, Ph.D. 
Institute of Radio Biology 
and Bio Physics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

I understarrl ftoom "Dr. Puck that you are interested in joining our Metropolitan Group Insurance Plan. 

As you appreciate, your case is somewhat borderline, and I have written Vr. Hislop on the Boulder Campus for a ruling. In the meantime, I am enclosing a booklet describing the plan and an 
application card for your signature, etc. 

If you will fill out the card and send it back to me promptly, I will turn it in to the Personnel Department if I hear from Mr. Hislop tha.t you are eligible. 

Please send this back without delay, as our enrollment campaign ends Octooer 22, and after that a physical examination will be 
required. 

~:JY~}uv--
w. B. Draper, M. D. 

ab 
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5650 Ellis Avonue 

Dr • W. B. Draper 
Department of Pl•ysiology 
Uni varsity o.f Colorado Medical School 
4200 East Ninth Avenue 
Denver 7, Colorado 

Dear Dr. Draper: 

October 10, 1951 

Dr. Szilard, who left the city today, has 

askod me to return to you the enclosed group insurance 

card. Fie would very much appreciate your filling in 

some of the data which he did net quite lmow how to 

make out. The Department of Biophysics will undoubtedly 

help you with this . Dr. Szilard appreciates very much 

the trouble which you are takincr in this matter., 

Sincerely yours , 

(Mrs.) Shirley D. Sykes 
Secretary to Dr. Szilard 



h". Henry Us borne, 1. P. 
·liamento.ry Group for Torld G<r.rcrrment 

House or Co.l!mlOns 
Londo::.1, S .l .• 1 

Dear Mr. Us borne: 

Depar nt of Biophysics 
iiedical School 
University of Colorado 
Denver, Colorado 

July 2 1 1954 

I have your very kind letter of July 13th and I do appreciate thnt you 

ouldwant as one of the speakers at :;our eting. I ~eel, horrcver, t mt I 

should not speak in :public on this occasion. I am muc more intet·~e:ste these 

days to reach sone clarification of our minds in private discussions r t er t 

to publicly preseJlt anything. 1hat '\-te do need most or al.l at this ti , it 

ee to me? is to reach a concensus in private discussions as to t e right 

course o ~ action that ve could Thole' eartedly advocate in the present cri is. 

For this reason I was very much interested 1n Professor HaddOW's: atte t 

to get together a group of scientis'ts and scholars for a quiet discussion. I 

orry to ar that bis funds didn't c:OIDe through. I am not certain at this 

t that I \fill be able to co in the eire "tllllees but I shall try to keep 

in touch with you and if I can co :e I '1ill lllch appreciate the opportunity to 

engage in private discussions vith all those "''ho share our concern and who are 

trying to think their way through to a satisfactory solution. 

With Best fisles, 

Yours sincerely? 

!eo Szilard 



UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Office of the Dean 

July 28, 1954 

TO: Members of the Full-Time Faculty 

FROM: Dr. Robert C. Lewis 

SUBJECT: Publication of the Army Medical Service Graduate School 

We have just received a three volume set entitled "Medical Basic 
Sciences Notes, 1950-53, Army Medical Service Graduate School" which 
have been deposited in the Library where they will be readily avail
able to faculty, residents, interns and students. These comprise the 
selected, edited transcripts of lectures given to the postgraduate 
courses in the Medical Basic Sciences during 1950-53. 

In his letter of transmittal of these volumes, Lt. Col. W. D. 
Tigertt, Assistant Commandant of the Army Medical Service Graduate 
School, says: 

"In January 1948, the Army Medical Service inaugurated 
a course of instruction to develop in qualified Medical 
Service Officers of the Armed Forces an appreciation of the 
physiological basis of medical practice. It was designed 
to augment the formal residency training of medical officers 
enrolled in the Medical Service Graduate Professional 
Educational Program. Secondarily, its purpose ,.,as to provide 
formal educational and investigative opportunities for 
selected officers of the Medical Service. This was done in 
order to select and develop from this group those individuals 
possessing research and educational interests with a vie,., 
toward keeping Army Medical Service practice at the highest 
quality level. This course is now in its eighth year. 

"These papers contain the latest information on the 
medical basic sciences applicable to military problems. The 
subjects were presented by national and international authori
ties in their respective fields as an intensive review for 
Medical Officers of the Army. Copies of volumes forwarded 
to you are being distributed throughout the Armed Forces and 
to the medical colleges of the United States." 



Leo Szilard, Ph. D. 
Biophysics 



UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

MEDICAL CENTER 
4200 EA ST NINTH A V ENUE 

DENVER 20, COLORADO 

Dr. Leo Szilard 



CO L O RADO G ENERAL H O SPITAL 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
MEDICAL CENTER 

4200 EAST NINTH AVENUE 

DENVER 20, COLORADO 

COLORADO PSYC H O PA TH IC H O SPITAL 

SC H OOL O F M EDICINE 

Dr. leo Szilard 
Kings Crown Hotel 
New York City, New York 

Dear Dr. Szilard! 

June 3, 1955 

We were so busy talking about "Aging, Inc." that I didn't 
real l y have a chance to talk with you in detai l about the possi
bility of your caning here t o t he Foundation as an individual. Ho1-1 
many people would you want to bring 1~th you? How large an assured 
annual budget would you require for yourself and your staff from 
non-grant, i.e., Foundation,sources? Would you require any more 

.. ,~\~-!-~floor of our present building? When will you be coming 
~ ~~-·· v- Denver for a visit? 

You spoke about a budget of $35,000. Was this the amount 
that you would feel must be guaranteed from non-grant sources? If 
so, I doubt if we can talk business at this time, much as I would 
like to. 

I am not sure whether I have ever told you how I feel about 
the investigation I have in mind for this Institution. Because 
of the orientation of our Board, Dr. Waring and myself, I would 
natur allY hope that we would be doing some research in the field 
of tuberculosis. I am determined, however, to pick a man of out
standing qualifications and exert..!!£. authority in directing his 
researches. This would not prevent me from tr,ying to arouse his 
interest in same of the unsolved problems of tuberculosis. 

I would surely appreciate hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience in answer to these questions. 

I hope you will visit Saranac Lake. Again let me thank 
you and Dr. Weiss for a pleasant evening last Monday, 

Sincerely, 

RSH: ln 
{1, 

~ " 

ll""' ('; 0 

Ln ~ 1\L ;{'Vt I. 

VL< I 



UNIVERS ITY OF COLORADO 

BO ULDER , CO LORAD O 

DEPARTME NT OF PHILOSOP HY 

Dear Leo, 

Here are my vomments, with those of Dick Jessor (written 
on the last page and over) and some remarks by Henry 
Ehrmann which I shall paraphrase: 

Henry 1 s main comment is that he does not see the coda 
duelo as producing stability. He thinks it is unstable 
in just the same way as the Kissinger coda is. If a local 
war cannot be confined in that status, then n~~ther can a 
11 fair exchan ge 11 bombing which mm:t:fliua.mm follows it or 
is a substitute for it. Such a type of coda might have 
worked in the ei ghteenth century, but today the world is 
t oo f a r foom any kind of equilib rium to make it possible. 
Henry finds t hat your projection of history, particular 
European, is much too sta tic, but I did not get from him 
a detailed critique. 

For myself, I have two main comments, one along the 
line of the Ehrmann criticism. ·what we often think of as 
irrational behavior may, sometimes, be simpl y rational 
behavior in the face of uncertainty, as in the case of 
Hobbes' state of nature. An intrinsically unstable situation 
involving joint _decisions may be stabilized, it is true, 
by such a coda as you propose, but only if the parties are 
sure enough, each of them, that the other will follow 
the coda; a subjective uncertainty on the part of one, 
as to the intentions of the other, will create an objective 
uncertainty on the part of the first, and a knowled ge of 
this on the part of the other will make t h e other's behavior 
less certain, thus justifying the original subjective 
uncertainty of the first, i.e. turning it into a self-fulfilling 
prophesy. Th e re ma y be a c ritical degree of uncertainty, 
below which in subsequent interactions it becomes less, 
and above which it becomes greater. Stability in such 
situations characteristically developEs, when it does 
so, only over time and through trial and error. 

I still have the impre s sion, both from rereading your 
paper and from your own remarks to me, that your use 
of the coda is to be taken in two almost incompatible ways. 
One is as a purportedly realistic proposal as to how to 
11 turn the c l ock forward 11

• The other is as a reductio ad 
absurdum of the situation which we will encounter if 
present world-political tensions are projected into the 
second stage, a mathematical solution whose political 
unreality forces us back to a re-examination of present 
policies, possibly to a p ro-disarmament position which you 
say you would be reluctant to oppose because it might 
lead to decreasing ten s ions and, in a generation, 
to some kind of world inte gration t hat would resolve the 
military problems at a deeper level. Since it can be 
taken _in both ways, it will be so taken. If the issue of 



:.. ... . -
2 

disarmament is now coming up for serious decisions, your 
paper will help, on the rational level, to clarify some of 
the issues, while on a non-rational level it --you-- will 
be quoted as a partisan, possibly on both sides. 

In the face of this probable reaction I would personally 
be happier with some further clarification of your attitude 
expressed on page 14, t hat you would be 11 reluctant to oppose 11 

major steps tovmrd disarmament at an early date. All of 
your argument would be taken as an argument against disarmament, 
and therefore your reluctance appears unmotivated. On 
the other hand if the motivation is a rational one, then 
there must be some statable reasons why you think this 
alternative might work, which however would inevitably qualify 
your position as stated. You do two things about this 
alternative: you urge that it would not be good, even 
if it were to be followed; and you argue that it will not 
be followed in fact. But the second argument here, which 
is merely a prediction, inevitably appears to be joined with 
the first, as a form of advocacy and not merely a prediction. 
I think this is the place, which I referred to in Denver, 
where you might clarify a personal attitude which otherwise 
seems ambivalent. But I have no suggestions as to just what 
you should do.mRxxx~E 

I have in the meantime obtained a copy of Entropiever
minderung bei Eingriffen Intelligenter Wesen, but have not 
really read it yet. 
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President's Office 
University of Colorado 

Nill you kindly fill out the attached blank and 
return to this office in order that our personnel records 
may be complete. 

Louise E. Me llister 
Secretary to the President 
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