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I began 1rork at the ap;e of 14. ;y fat ier was a hired ao;ricu tural 

laborer wi·t1 no Ian to support our fanily . I was pin.cw i._ the holrne o-f 

a laopan to be an apprentice . ( 'l though it w s often co non practice for 

Fiuch pln.cenent to be nA.de 1ly a relative , in '.'lanc; ' s co.~e the perAoD. who 

introruced 1ia was nnrelate to bis family) . I served for 3 1/2 ye~r~ as 

an fl,pprentice with no pay--receivin• only ea.ls anc a -Place to sleep 

on the floor of the work~hop . 1\fter 3 1/ 2 yen.rs I w is fi re<l anrl hri.d to 

1 ook for wor r elsewhere , irhi ch I fi ally fonnt f r . 6/ ont i . (I t wn.s 

cor:n:ion prn.ctice for newly racun.tec n. prentices to be fired since o. 

l e,opan wns reluctR.nt to nay ont 1r<1.r-;es ton. full - flet ~e worker w1en ie 

co 1 Rim ly t11J·e on o. new a )prenti ce who , .ftP,r a aonth or two woul 

pro vi e the 1 a.011(>,ll ri t t o. new Aonrce of 1 n,hor for which o wa.,.es hftc; to 

be nn.i· ). At my new ,joh, foo n.n a place to ,leep WA.A nrovi1'ec by my 

new la pn.n, an( the ;~6/ 1onth irn"' just eno1wh to keefl ne clothe • If anyone 

~ot sic c 1tnc' we11t to the l octor he waA c1ockec . If you s'6ayet1 out lilore tirn.n 

two •'A.ys you were fire • "le workec 11-15 hours/ ay . 

I continuecl workin,,. in t. 1i s A hop til 1 " VI I w ien t 1e Jann..n ese c l ose 

c oim tie i~l nstry tl.lH I wa1> ffent t 'l'tmn-nei to cut trees . Just before the 

enc of the f'\r I wns M'\rri'ec1 a.n my ·wife 1uu I now lmve 5 chilclren , tie 

olr e~t of w'10 if= 27 "..Ile t le youn eF:t of ,., 1om is 15 . 1fy wife no lon ·er 

works . one of my chi le ren wor r in the Cfl,rpet in~ustry . 

dy bo.c;s was ft ,'1inese , nl tho11eh there were '\l R A lo )fl unc1er tie control 

of an Aoeri can , nFimed Ji chol s , wl ere 1roridnf! conc1i ti ons were about the same 

n.i:i they were elsewhere. 

After J,iberfttion , lill< er the 1 enr1ership of Chairrnn.n Aiao ancl th Coq \\l-

nist pn.rty , workers hrive rtchievec politicnJ -rower lll!C I\ 1>1rnrA.nteef1 live-

lihood . ( ur lives hiwe been cornple'-ely revolutioni-zec . 


