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“NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN YELLEN 4
Brawley, Calif. o
' July 28, 1980

SENATCRS o
REPRESENTATIVES. -

This is the Velce of the little people of Imperiel Valley, Celif.
Here the violatien of civil rights és fréedom of speech, equai' regt-
ment under the law, eto. 15 perpetreted on the people by big f int-
erests who are able to to do this because the U.S. Reclamation Law of
1902 is not enforced. The situetion is like in Russia, Halti, etc.

WE ASK THAT.CONGRESS NOT EXEMPT IMPERISAL VALLEY FROM THE PROVISIONS
OF THE U.S. RECLAMATION LAW IN S.14 AND H.R. 6520 SO THAT OUR CIVIL

RIGETS NOT BE VIOLATED.

The blg farm groups use the technigue of the BIG LIE for they know
we little people do not have the moucy to rebut their technique. For
instance, on Oct. 25, 1977, 2 months after the little people here won
the decision on the lawsult, U.S. v. Imperial Irrigation glst;lc for
enforcement of the Reclamation Law, the exemptlon strategy wus starfed.
A one pege advertisement was inserted into the Washington Post to hosd-
wink you Senators and Representsatives. : : :

There was a blg picture of Larry Gilbert and his wife gnd 4 child-
ren, looking very sad and they were saying "The government is going
to take our land in ezcess of 160 acres away from us. Please write
to Congress to stop the gnvernment from dolng this". This fake one
page &d was in Time Magazine, The Chronicle newsiaper of San Frahcisco,
and- the Los Angeles Times, The San Dlego Union, local papeys, efc,

But the truth is that the Larry Gllbert family ONLY QWNS 80 ACRES.
Gllbert leases about 700 acres. The truth 1s that the Gilbert family
ef 6 persons is entitled to 6x160 acres for a total of 960 acres under
the U.S. Reclamation Law as 1t 1s now without any changes.

s

You Senators and Representatives got thousands ef letters t¢ help
the Gilberts. But you got practically no letters from the little
people of Imperiasl Valley. If they had written letters, thelr names
would be revealed to the bilg farmers and they would have lost their jobs
and the little businessmen would have had their businessés ru;neg. Is
this any different than in Russla where 1f you protest whet the estab-
lishment is doing, you have your work permit cancelled and you can not
work? If you protest more, you get sent to mental hospitals or camps in

Sibveria.

Because the little people could not slgn a petition to Congress
or the Secretary of Interlor or the Pres denﬁ, Dr. Ben Yellen would
walk the streets of the towns of Imperial Va ley givi eut ?earlets
such as the one you are now reading to inform the people what is happ~
ening for the newspapers were controlled by a man by the name bf Virgil
Pinkley and whose newspapers were nicknamed PINKLEYS PROSTITUTED PRESS.

Then Dr. Yellen would run for offlces ranging from dogcatcher up
to Congressman (presently running for Congress) on a platform that a
vote for Yellen meant you wanted the U.S. Reclamation Law enforced. His
name most times was printed on the ballot but often it was a write in. -
A typlcal election, on Feb. 6, 1963 was for Assessor-Collector of the
Imperial Irrigstion District with PINKLEY'S PROSTITUTED PRESS and the
local radio stations having a complete blackout on Dr. Yellen's plat-
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forms Nobody could help Dr. Yellen distribute his leaflets for they
were afraid of loss of job or ruination of business. But Mrs. Ida
-Paddock, his receptionist, did help by driving him around but her main
Job was to watch for anyone going to.beat up the doctor and to yell,
{P;ééce". The result of this election was incumbent 43541 and Yellen
’ s

On June 13, 1978, which is about one year zfter the little people
won for enforcement of the 160 acres limitation in the Federal 9Th Cir-
cult Court of Appeals, in U.S. v. Imperial Irrigetion District which had
been taken over by Dr. Yellen when the Dept. of Justice refused to appeal.
he appeared dbefore the Imperial County Boerd of Supervisors. Ke request-
ed that "Shall the U.S. Reclamation Law be enforced?"be put on the '
ballot in the election Nov. 7, 1978, Not only was this refused but
Supervisor James "Foul Mouth" Bucher threatened to beast up Yellen who is
70 years old and 5 feet 4 inches. The Supervisors were bdbrave encugh to
put "Shall the County Superintendent of Schools be appointed or eiected?".
on the ballot, S e T ; : :
There 1s an electricity swindle amounting to $14 millions
yearly whereby the people are forced to pay 3 times the correct pricé
for eleectricity so that the farmland can get waterat 1/4 the correct
price. 4An ordinary person with a home worth $40,000 on the open market
has an ascessment of 25% or $10,000 for texastion. Farmiend worth $40,000
18 gssesged at 2% to 6% or $800 to $2,400. Farmland on the average es-
capes 66% of the taxes and 70% of farmlend 1s owned by absenteed, 4

Dr. Yellen has tried to get leswyers for these 2 swindles.
Local lawyers are just &s afraid of ths power structure. To document
this fact, in the week about April 1, 1979, this ad was put in the local
papers, "Wanted-Lawyer with guts for lawsults agsinst public sgencies. Call
Dr., Yellen, 344-2244, RESULT~NOT ONE CALL DESPITE 40 LAWYERS HEREI!!! )

o Half of the population here is Anglo and half is Mexican-
American with a few blacks and orientals. There are Masons, Knights of
Columbus, Lions, Rotarians, Kiwanlans, leaders of Mexican-Americans who
haeve 2 Supervisors on the County Board, leaders of Blacks. BUT ALL OF
THEM-SEE NO EVIL, HEAR NO EVIL, SPEAK NO EVIL. That Senators and Repre-
sentatives is FEARt!!, Arthur Brunwasser, the lawyer in the U.S. Supreme
Court case hed his office in San TFrencisco burned out last year. So
Freedom of Speech and equal trestment under the lsw 1s prevented by
swindlers operating under the clogk of goverrmental suthority. Even
out of valley lawyers can not be obtalned because of this chilling effect.

Now as to the U,S. Supreme Court decision dated June 16,
1980 regarding U.S. v, Imperlal Irrigation District. The newspapers
have not correctly informed readers as to what the declsion means. Rem-
ember these dates, Dec. 21, 1928 when the Swing-Johnsonbill passed auth-
orizing the building ef the Boulder Dam and All-American Canal. Feb,
11, 1932 when the people voted 5 to 1 to sign & contract with the U.S.
for construction of the All-American Canal. This was the great Depress-
lon and some farmers were afrald 1f they could not pay the taxes for the
canal, their farms weuld be taken away as was happenihg all over the U.S.
There wags no discussion of the 160 ascres limitation. Dec. 1, 1932, Dir-
ectors of I.I.D. signed contract which also extended the bounderies of
the I,I.D. te include the East Mesa, the West Mesa and Pilot Knob. The
extension amounted to an increase of 367,869 acres to the ald I.I.D.
Feb. 24, 1933, Secretary Wilbur signed letter exempting the I.I.D. from
160 acres limitation. But Directors signed the contract almost 3 menths
before snd could not have been influenced by this letter, L

The U.S. Supreme Court sald all land getting watey after
Dec., 21, 1928 must obey the 160 acres limitsgtion. But the Court was
hoodwinked te believe that only 14,000 acres get water gfte§ Dec. 21,
1928 by stipuletions agreed to by corrupt Dept. of Justice lawyers.
About 200,000 ageres in the old I.I.D. got water after this date, The -
East mesa and West mesa dme now begihning to-get water., So with the new
acreage, there 1s 567,869 acres under limitatioen.,

It is not apparent to me that the Supreme Court realized
that the old I.I,D. used 1.6 million acre feet of water in 1929 and now
uses 3.2 million in 1980 which certainly does not indicate 14,000 acres
of land got water in the 52 years after Dec. 21, 1928, Stephen Elmore,
the leader of the big farmers got water for the first time to hig 6,000
acres ranch in 1942.when the All-Amerlcsn canal begsn to work and the
I.I.D, cancelled its rule that no new lapd could get water which had been
for many years. The I.I.D. is at present running a racket so that vet=-

. srure_nem_not_get water for a homesteed, FOR JUSTICE, NO EXEMPTIONt!
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