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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
1
| PATROL REPORT
',
S \S';""cd/' /
f District of.... Madang wisssshpmsissrersssnranesssss SUBDORC Necsnrssos lzdmmr 8 - 1963/04
| Patrol Conductea by........ MeLeMackellar ~——  — Patrol Officer
Area Patrolled....... Biripien Valley,.....S8imbai. Adadnistrative Aves.. ...
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans.............. - R
!
; Natives.............ccoelor. . 2OR1C8s .. Ko Kedizal Orderly.
Du;ation—From...?.../..§..../l9.6..§.“to....;§/....8.../l9....§}
Number of Days.......... b ¥ VORI SO A ¢ o
s Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?.................. Nos
¢ o 0
ST s | & Last Patrol to Area “,—District Services 20 / 11,19 61
' Medical ... ... /e onniicd 19 IR
Map Reference.... ..........cccnunnune. BADRAEERORMNA.............c.covsumessruirimsbati b el TR
Objects of Patrol.......T0 iuvestigate reports of tribal fighting,
Director of Native Affairs,
PORT MORESBY.
: Forwarded, please.
-« 0
‘ Dt I I R S R R 1 W LA e e ;
. District Commissioner
g Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... €.

----- : Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust'Fund T A R
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APUA AND NEW GUINEA

L’“J H ’-
Telegrams
Telephone 67-3-8
Our Reference............. ...
1/ calling ask for

B i

The Dir:ctor,
Departuent of Native Affairs,

KONEDOBU
SIMBAT PATROL NUMSER 1 - 63/64

With reference to your 67-7-1 of 30th October, 196],
please find enclosed memoranfum froid Patrol Officer Mackellar
and thc Assistant Distriet Officer.

Concerning failure to carry out the planned patrol it
appears that the Officer in Charge was being over ambitious
and consolidation work in the KAIRUNK Valley claimed his
attention. The following patrols were carried out.

8/5/62 to

17/5/62 4- 61/62 J.A. Johnston Korben arca and Kaironk

31/10/62 to

12/11/62 1 -62/63 " " " "

VS , o

11 -6276 Kaironk - pursuing
escaped prisoaers.

15/12/62 to

24/12/62 3 -62/63 Aunja - Kaironk

13/3/63 to
23/3/63 6 -62/63 » Kaironk

A clear policy stutement that priority in Departmcnt of
Native Affairs work should be given to primitive areas has sever to
the best of my knowledge been made, but now that it has been
made clear I will concentrate more on it.




e . e o S s e S . N R S S ST

L

KIC s Jm
Sub=Distriet 0/Cice,

MADANG .
67-3-8 22nd Noverber, 1763,
The bistriet Orllcer,
Aosae

Dol .Ae mong 67=7=1 of u/10/63 at folio /55 refers,

Attacl.ed please! Tind Mr, Mackellars explanation of the
number of ca: icrs. | was present when the earriars were losded,
and they would have ear ied an average load of 301bs each
¢ corting tie omes with the t loads such as lamps etec.

ALso a considerable amount of ta: ¢ was carricd,

PP
I don't te Snow weat Hr, MacKellar neans dy beiog
remotely centr from Mudang. He was under instructions to
visit the arca, and roport by radio the position. He was then 14
given furticr tr.ctions and ti. se were carried out. A% any 'y
&Im't sec what bear ng this has on the number of earriers

The £ollow up ratrol veantioned in my 67-h=1 of 24/9/63
1s schediled - take place 1a carly December,

(K. g%m)




67-3~8

Department of Native Afrairs,
MADANG,

The Assistant District 07'ficer 11th November, 163

BADANG

SUBJLCTs SIMBAL FATROL Noel=63/6M [
d.bl"humca ' L2 Il{ﬂ-v.l Y . \) 67-7-1 Of 3()" 10/63 “’

In eonnection with the number of earriersused by the >
t:tral, your attention is inwited to the following extract frem .
we Fatrol Repert. | %

"Boads From SALLMP, the beginnings of a graded ot

foot traek ;roceede down to the r’ver marked on the s

map and ceases there. From here, the hike across bk
the range to the BIRIPIEN Valley eould onI{ be

described as a nightmare, Steep elimbing thr i1+
tracxlessé dripping voss forest at heights a“ove

1. Not all carriers carried,
It was necessary to enploy extra personnel to evt
tracks wide enoughy fur t°e carrier line bo pasu.

19000 feet 1is purgatory to say the lecast, ffﬂ;
While at BIRIFILY carriersaand Po'ice - rmed ]'f
a passably graded traek back ty SALEMP, : j ¢
i
Tracks in the Biripien Valley wculd be |y
difficault to aegotiate even for a Mountain Goat. !
They are only a foot wide. They would *~ decth traps im | B
an ambush.," | &
EXELANATIONS ¢
|
i
|

2, The tracks w.re so steep that the carrierk had a { B
‘elimbing lcad"™ to bear over and ahove the cargo : &3
Lrey were actually earrying. Thuskshe pay load per il
unit man wvas less tlian mormal, and more carriers o
than normal were necessar to earry the nprmal
eargo of an ordinary Fatrol,

3. Those of' the more fafluential ear-iers, with land

o 1 rigits and exchangy partners in the Biripgen Valley

{ - and who thus had uarestricted rights »f thoroughfare ;
5 wero used as scouts, Their task was to pleceed the I

)

patrol and rea:sure the people through se land the by
patrol .'s passing thatl th! patrol was friendly.
whey the patrol was established on the rest house site e
and the carr’er llae wvas dbuildi g the houses and i
wide: ‘n3 existing trocks these scouts arranged for !
buildia- materials ar ' rood and actcd as interpreters, -
Conntless adrinistrative task: fell oa them as the rights of
thoroughfare eonferred upon them we-e denied to us,

e Ordered into an area vhich was « tremely primitive
. and in a state o unrest, the patr-ol was not permitted




- to manoeuver at its diseression but was remotely
econtrolled from Mdadang, 100 miles away. It was
) nighly probable that a risdirectcd order ecould
, have involved the patrol in seri jus 4! frieulties,
" . This should be su ficient reason to suppose that
i all st taken on the spot to ensure the safety

of th. Patrol were necessar /, even to the size of the

carrier line.
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and the yrime objective was to move thavugh the country and gather 1
a8 much inx'u-ut on as poessible. It ‘s noted that while g. | {1

Johnaton managed very well with 40 carrie~s on a long patrel into
little known country, Mr. Muckellar took 80 carriers on a patrol
of shorter distance and duration where mobility wer the necessary
factor. Vhat was the resson ior thie

Mr. Mackellar's report indicates that tbo‘z tion is g |
ter than was previously thought. He alseo = "Further »
the valley and on the other side of the mountain :

there are reported to be large peckets of population which have |

never before scen a white man".  This matter should be Jooked g

et as soon as puseidble and should ensure that the 1
mlwmﬁuuozn{:‘nuuuurmmm "

'_,
e p—

—

j’[

(J X, MeQarthy)
DIRECTOR.
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67=7-1

3JO0th October, 1963.

SIMBAI PATROTL NO, 1-63/64:

vove t::al 1o acknovwledged and has
the tial O'Farrell and Johnston
ts to the same region in October 1960 azd January 1962.
Having considered these reports and all of the relevant factore
I an satisfied that the course of action undertaken after consul-
tation with the District Commissicner was appropriate.

lmMmmtmh-m your-
wx

the administration of the ttnnl
anum Htl&-&tmuvwWU‘)
and there is no doudts ¢t mlmrn:uu.nu
he

bility of mmx. Your 1~3~1 of 17¢h refers.

mmo—mmunu‘gm eon=
sideration 1o this part of the Termitory in near future 1
mmmmammmmuukuxm
between the two Nstricts. At present 1 people are admin-
Sovered from STNBAT sud 23,000 frem SINT REVER. Acceesibility
to established posts be the important comeideration.

In his of Fe mlr.:mmmmt
another patrol to BIRIPIEN V

ima six months time, that is
uwumm v h‘:ﬂ MWW

required pleave.

My. Mackellar appears %o have carried out his instruct-
ions satisfactorily and he has certainly written an interestiug,
informative and well 112 utntodr:{m He was fortunate to
be able to make such th the muum.

tine his ers loited qrn-ntu FTOP=
riately mtohu;ohnn the whole matter in a -
satisfactory manner. His is po marred a little
certain amount of oblique se se. o two patrols that

his were of an explorx nature, without the contacte
had thaough carriers in all probabili.y, purposes were different

oo/2
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s O S AN oy 'f' ol ‘J:’APA‘ i a By v

Ow Reforence_ O0(=3-0. 0, 2nd Uctober, 1963.
f’ If calling ask for »

Mr.

~t
! 8
.. :' . 6 7' 7 - /
9 TERBRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW CGUINEA
VT
. ﬂ /’/.‘ . ?
AKd 5 jm / o
: Department of Native Affairs
Nlpoon ' ?‘3‘ WAVANG :
P 7-0CT1963 »
:m‘
)

The Director,
Departument of Native Affairs,

SIMpBAl PATROL No. 1 - 1963/6
TTE
Attached is the report on the abovenamed patrol with
comments by the Assistant District Officer.

In this matter T have gone along with the poliey of
ul the Assistant District Officer which was approved by the District

D Commissioner though I must say that if the Administration intervenes
I prefer legal processes to be followed.

: It is to be noted that there was gnly one attacker on the
patrol and I thought this did not warrant speecial reporting.
Also, the Luluai who had his hat shot off is the only ome in the
area.

Mr. Wackellar appears to have acted with diseretion.
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TERKITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

KIC; jm |
Telegrams Sub=Distriet Office,

Telephome MADANG . 1
O Refromes... 21241 24tn Septewber, 1963. |
If calling ask for

The Distriet Ofifice,

MALALG
PATROL No. ‘ - 120%(u1
BIRIFIEN VAL L_J_bl - S_ WA ALLLA

Attached hereto vlease find patirrol report submitted by
Mr. Mackellar, P’.V., upon his return from investigating reports
of tribal fighting in the SI1uwcAl Area.

Briefly t.e circumstances leading to the patrol were these.
I received & radio cal. from the Oificer in Charge SINBAL advising
that he had received a report tuat triba. fighting was taking place
in a yatoner unknown area some 22 miles N.N.W. of SIMBAI. At least
one man was reportea dead. After discussions with both you and the
District Commissioner I "roceeded to SILibAl on Monday morning
taking some extra golico and Mr. Mackellar. I interviewed a native
informant at SIkbAl and received very vague reports of a fight having

taken place a* an area Mnown as BIRIrlul, wiose exact location was
unknown.

e

samean it

Mr. P.0. Mackeliar was then given istructions to proceed to
the erea where it was tunought t.e fignt had taken pluce, and to report
by radio, tie native situstion and the circumstances surrounding the
fignt. This he did on the 12th Awust, advising that 1;***.:.:;:10n
was ]g_i%gnﬂaible tiat Le recommended that criminal rroceedings should
not be taken. At a conference witi ti.e District Commissioner I was
linstructod tnat a peace settlement snoula be attempted in view of the

lack of Administration control in tue area, and the ausence of reliable
interpretation.

This instruction was radioed to the patrol which acted accordingly.

The outcome of tue patrol was entirely satisfactory, followed up by a *
well written report.

However I cannot agree witn kir. lMackellar's statements on Fage
J and_2 under tne heading bBackground Native Unrest , Biripien Valley,
‘and would prefer tuem to be disregzarded. After a mass escape from
SIMBAL zaol, A.D.VO. Keenan led a patrol to the KAIRUNK area to apprehend
turee of tlLe escapees after two patrols nad been unsuccessful. Direct
action was warranted as the escapees were from the KALKUNK area which is
under Government contrel, and an example had to be made. I think
Mr. Mackellar has perhaps over draumatised the incident.

A follow up patrol into tne area in approximately 3 months time

is intended, when it is hopeda govermment influence will be further
Oﬂend °d .

(Kel. CHESTER)
ASS1STANT DIST AICT UFFICER

A A P - ¢ i Ny .
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. ‘ TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
4 AN
| |e : Sub=District Offi
Jub=District Qifice
| sa MADANG . .
Our Reference. .. 6] =4=1
o il i Tth Ausust, 1965.
D i

v A

Patrol Officer Mackellar, g |
S1UcAl Patrol FPost

FPATAOL 1.uS LHUCTIONS

L As previously discussed with you, please prepare for
& patrol to the BIRIFILN area at the headwaters 01 the WULUWM
River, to investigate reports of fighting in which it is alleged
that one man has been killed and four others wounded.

Reports from the area are quite vague, but it appears
that after the deatu of a woman, a house was burnt, and this
subsequently led to the fight, which apparently lasted four days.

The grga wnere this is alleged to have taken place has
been visited by atrolaqg__t_t;x_j:J.co. and is very primitive.
Upon arrival at BIkI. Il commence your investigation into the
fight and when complete radio me a comprehensive report of the
native situation, and the circumstances surrounding the fight.
Purther inetruction will be radioed yor upon receipt of this report.

At this stage I do not want you to make any attempts at
® apprehension of the people involved. The decision as to whether arrests
are to be made, will depend on the information contained in your
initial report, and you will pe advised of this by radio.

Maintain regular radio schedules with the P.0, SIMBAI
Remember that Govt. influence in this area is slight, #

Keep & tight rein on your polies and car-iers, and take all precautions
for the safety of your patrol.

Pl

. (K.I. Chea/ter)
ASS1. DISTRICT OFFICER
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‘_ : TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW CUINEA ‘ n
- "
’, “ )
| -~10 - [
Telephone \
Our Reference... ... . ’ .«
U colling ask for %
R e st ‘
Sub-District Office ;
Madang. Q I
2nd. September 1963, ﬂ ;
" ® PATROL REPORT
!
District of Madang Patrol Ho. W ~ 1963/64. :
Patrol conducted by: leLelackellar,
Patrel Officer.
o
Area Patrolled H BIRIPIEN V
Sivbai
n|®
- Last Patrol to Area by DNA
i
{ 0'Farrel - October 1960
| Johnston = November 1961
‘ These are the only previcus patrols
i to this area,
: ty PHD §i1.
'»
; 'V‘.
Vaps e Kaironk - Biriplen valleys ,Q ,
| 2, Field sketch of Biripien valley 21
@
Objecte of Patrol : To investigate tribal fighting. | {1
- <
v 1
% MY racl Bl f
’ Ol ” eLoliackellar, ”
Patrol Officer, g
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8.8.62,

11.8.63.
(Sunday)

12.8.63.

! 13.6.63,

Vialli
- ———

Organising patrol gear in morning, and despatching

3 police to SIMBAI, Departed Madang 1100 with A.D.O.
Chester for 8irbai. Spent afternoon discussing tribal
fighting with P.0.I.C,

Departed SIMBAI in Anglican Mission Cessna (chartered)
with P,0. Carter and A.D.O. Chester for survey to troubled
area. Took notes in flight £2d spent the afternoon at the
station drawing a map from these notes.

Received Patrol instructions this morning. Carriers
departed 0900, I departed 1100 on back of P.C. Carter's
motorbike. Walked from end of motor road LR

to SERSMP
arriving there 1630. This is the éggﬁ_ggn;z.%_nginﬁ_gf
inistrative control from the Madang side of the Blsmarck-

chraders. Locals reported a sing-sing nearby tonight and
Patrol interpreter instructed t~ aviend sing-sing and to
keeg his ear open for gossip about the recent murder, and
tribal fighting.

Interpreter returned 0900 with information ti it BIRIPIEN
people did not atiend sing-sing. waited all day for
information about situation in BIRIPIEN Valley but none
fortheoming.

\ VR, R S Ay

A 7

Departed SEREM 0930 proceeded down 2000 ft. and ft.
the q¥££g_¥g;k I have done rs, through t s
moss forest, ‘§31{°d BIRIFIEN 1700 exhausted. ol

ttacked on arrival by the owners of the garden : tnr::,h
8

ch we passed but no damage done. ?nzﬂgzgr 4‘!’!’
ives all greeted (he patrol warmly ard all shared our

cang ire. All fighting appears to have ce«sed and both
parties now on friendly terms again. Guards moun at
night but there was no trouble.

Murderer and Deceased's relatives again came into camp today,
hut the persons who started the fighting did not. If they

do not come toda{, propose moving further down the valley
closer to the!r land. Established good radio contact with
SIMBAI this af.ernoon but telegram repor%t ito A.D.Q. already
forwarded by poiice runner this morning.

Jeparted Campsite 0930 and arriyed central ridge 1200. This
is the sitre on which Johnston and O'Farrel prevously
camped. It is centraily lccated and would be good site for
base camp and rest house. I propose building here if we
stay any length of time. It tzkes us 3 hours to build

a canvas camp, Considerably more people arrived with

food today, women and children too, and nobody armed.

word received today from A.D.0. not to prosecute murderers
but to settle matters civilly - a very wise decision.
Conducted investigation into fighting today. The fighting
parties are here but those who started the trouble, i.e.,
the arsonists are not. They are singsinging somewhere,
Rumour today is keep ocut of native gardens and off natiwe
land except that on which we are camped as this appears to
have been cedded to the Adrinistration.

Police barracks under construction the last 2 days were
finished today. Work started on Rest House. This will be
the 3rd rest house on this site. Both Johnston and 0'Farrell
built here, Both houses destroyed by locals when the officers
left, Wemt for a stroll today along the ridge. Natives
began calling to each other from surrounding ridges.
Interpreter saild they were considerably upset we had left
the rest house site. Locals become most agitated if we
wander through their lsnd., They dont mind the carriers so
mach, it is me and the police they object to. Good radio
contact with Simbai again this afternoon.

"‘

il

i

{

i

-

. L
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16.8.63,

17.8.63.
(Saturday)

18.8.63

ol L .

Fight starter appeared in camp today. He is a very
handsome young buck, very self assured and gcornful, n
pemanent sneer on his face. In our society he wouid be

a lout, teddy boy or bodgee. Fortunately he is not the
leader of his clan. Both leaders immediately started
negotiating a settlemcnt with Patrol f:osiding at meeting .
Deceased belonged to Fightstarter's clan. A price for
compensation for dvath of deceased was agreed but there
was difficulty on supply of one item. Meeting adjourned
while killer clan tries to find this item. Radio
conversation this afternoon with A.D.0, at Simbai. Patrol
Advised it may return as soon as settlement is finalised.
Patrol also instructed to pay for materials used in
construction of rest house and other buildinge.

Negotiation continue spasmo‘ically through the day, still
deadlocked cver one item, plumes, Complainant insisting
on 4, Defendant willmto pay, but could only produce one.
Rest house finished oday and moved in., This site now
wore or less complete and resembles KAIRONK Valley central

rest houscs, except that it has earthern floor and sod
fireplace,

Settlement reached today, Complainant agreeing to accept
items other than plumes, Elaborate ceremoney conducted at
which compensation was paid and pig slaughtered and eaten.
Fatrol was invited to taxe part in feast as a reward for
having settled dispute. Patrol reciprocated by iting
all parties to accompany patrol back to Simbai for friendly

visit. All partics agree. Fatrol pays for materials used
in constructior o Test house and out buildings - on=

tomahawk, to be returned if the rest house is burned,

Departed BIRIPIUN 0830 and arrived SALEMP 1700. The u’ﬁs
was 100 better than when we first crossed but it is st
a ghastly journey.

Departed SALLMP 0830 and arrived SIIBAI Patrol Post 1630,
PATROL ENDS.
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MIDCELIA”{E,E}_U:’

Population

, b, = L] No aitempt was made tc eOunt or census tue population in
the BIRIFIEN Valley, owing te the unsettled atmosphere. Those

: people have never been censused before. The census records cease

at SALEMK, in the KAJRUNK Valley which is the fringe of the normal

sphere of Government control.

The field sketcnh of the BIiRI. ILN Valley shows tiat most of
tne Mountain slopes are under cultivation so intense that there is -~
no primary growth wnatever, except for the moss forest which grows !
above the line of human habitation. The peojle even have to grow
their own firewood, nence tue groves of Casurinas. It can be
assumed from tuis that the valley must suprort a considerable
population.

:
z
;
!
i
!
{
\

-
L Furtner down the valley, and on t.ie otuer side of the
l mountain ranges there are reported to be otuer large pockets of
! g population whieh ...7» never before seen a white man.
4”fyl During the aerial survey, large population conceantrations

| Were seen in that valley which runs more or less parallel %o the ¥
Biripien and which lies to tue east of it.

w

Roads

The motor road from Simbai stops at Wamuk Rest House. It is
4 suitable for 4 wheel drive vehicles although the ocnly vehicles at
Simbai are two privately owned motorbikes, the property of '
Patrol Officer Carter.

After Weamuk, a foot track continues to Salemp. This %rack
™ - is well graded and could be widened to take motor traffic without
; muel trouble.

down to the river marked on the map and ceases there. From here,
the gike across the range to the Bigipien valley could only be

| descrived as a nightmere. ©S.eep climbing ti.rougn trackless,

; dripping moss forest at neignts above 7,000 feet is purgatory to
say the least. & [

»
) From Saleup, the beginuings of a graded foot track proceeds
i

‘ While at Biripien, carriers and police formed a passably

graded track back to Salemp. If it is ever intended to build a
road into the Biripien Valley then I suggest it follow our return
track.

i B

iy

Tracks in the Biripien Valley would be dif icult to negotiate
even for a mountain goat. Tuey are only a fout wide through the
high grass and trey wind so much it is impossible to see past the i
i " third man in front. Taey would be death traps in an ambush. ’

Geograpnical

‘ The Biripien looks like a typical highland thickly populated
: valley. The rest house is about 6000 feet above sea level and the f
hl surrounding mountain ridges are considerably higher than that. ! :
9
t

At night the valley is completely fogged in and when the wind blows
\ it is bitteriy cold.
: - :
The land looks to have been too overworked to be very fertile i

although Seconcary growth covers the slopes where there are no ﬂ
. gardens. s
} st / Pood supplies were at all times abundant. The Patrol had :‘c
[ 80 carriers and al! were able to be fed by the local people without |
- ) apparent hartship. :

ey
+

Kaukau appears to be the main food crop

altho
ok Q}ﬂerable bananas were often seen. ugh pit pit ang
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Health

The nealth o1 the Biripien people apreared to be excellent.
No skin deseases were seen - no scabies or tinea 'ika coastal
nativea, and the only apparent ailments these people suffer are
puncture wounds to tae lower legs from the uncut tracks. These
apparently neal without ulceratin. . Tne inrant mortality rate
may be nign and it is probable that those who camnot stand the
narsn climate die off at an early age. £

It was indeed strange tiat altuougn these people were
virtually uncontacted, tney showed no reluctance +o medieal

treatnent and those few seen by tne patrol to have minor allments
agreed to be t1eated by the Medica. JUrderly. i

Antiropological

ja—

The Biripien people speak a language whicn is understood
by the Salemp people of the Lower Kaironk Valiey. The Salemp
and Biripien people intermarry and some Saloup garvens were found

in the Biripien Valley. The Biripien have no Buropean artifacts
whatever except axes, wuich have been Q§§§I§§§:§2:§§§§1§27‘“"

!
|
It is said tuat steel axes have precefgded the wnite men
into those areas which are still uucontanted. !‘

e

———y
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The following is an extract from a paper by R.N.H. Balmer,
Departuent of Antnropology, University of Auckland, entitled;

“Freiiminary Ethnographic Notes on the KARAM People
of the Upper Kaironk Valley"

.

As the Karam peojle are not otherwise noticeably diiferent
from tne Biripien people, tue following extripot may be taken to
8prly equelly to the Biripien people.

Warfare

'Warfare' is perrapv a misieading terw for the small scale
ambushes aud somicidal fighting whick seem tu have been endemic

I

among the Karaw until very recently. f H
The weapons used were paluwood spears, usually only six feet E&H

long or less, and thus shorter than tuose used in most of the 8 &
Highlands, long palmwood bows and palmwood-tipped arrows, and ;»!
heavy roughly rectangular wooden si.ields. (£ 4

The immediate causes of lethal fighting were very frequently E
allesations of sorcery or witcneraft, though I was also told of 4
instances of abduction of women and of troudle over pigs damaging ! ;
gardens being gagus b - However it would seem t.at most oftem
a 'material' source of spute of this kind would quickly develop (
into one iuvolving allegations of sorcery as well. i

T

:
A powerful man who had a relative killed, either with 85
Weapous, or, putatively, wit. sorcery, frequently assembled a v
consiaerable guantity of wealth - axes and shell ornaments - and '
offered tnese to any kinsman or even unrelatived mercenary who '
would kill a mar in return. ‘

I am nct clear if the whole local kin groups of the vietim fL
and his slayer are involved in subsequent vengeance, or only tueir ,‘
immediate families, but I think it is the rormer, with presumably ¥
the exclusion of suci members as are closely relative by kinship
or arfinity to the other side. j

It seems that taough tie loral kin group or territorial grou

e —— - .
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nravided the basie fightins unit, any large rat

the loeal g:oup surmoning as meany of their b
affines as they cuull ifluerce in this w

ay.
confirms me in” this impression by a story go has told me of thc

miscellaneous local origins
immediately after a battle.

Fignting is by no means alweys between ron-kin.

many of the stores I nave been told are of wars hetweens factions

led by distant eousins, though these were of diffarent loeal
kin grourps.

herine of fighting |
men woulé be as-embled from far and wide by the rowerful men of

I
lat ‘ ‘
R |

I

of a group inturviewed on a battlefield
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NATIVE UNREST - bBIRIPIEN VALLEY

L Introduction

Acting upon instructions received while at SIMBAI Patrol Post
I led a patrol to the above valley to investigate reports of tribal
fighting in whicn one native was killed and several others injured.

The Patrol departed SIMBAI on 7/8/63 and camped that night and 1
the next at SALEMP in the KAIRONK valley. SALEWP is the last post of |
Aduninistrative control nearest the BIRIFIEN valley. Beyona SAuEME s
the people are uncensused and have never before recognised Goveriment '

control; nor hes the Administration ever exercised any control over {

them before.
- £7:1]
N On 9/8/63 the patrol entered the BIRLFIEN Valley after a } 5
: fantastically rugged journey across the range from SALEMP. It toolk 3
o 9 hours to cross the range. As there was no road, the patrol was { .
i forced to hack its way through trackless, dripping moss forest to a i

height of 7000 feet.

. ‘1")' Descending thrcugh swirling mists the Latrol arrived on the valley
~ No'floor and was promptly attacked. Harrowing moments followed but po one
- * was Qurt and the police did not return fire. Some irate carriers who _
*nf’ﬂq « had been narrowly missed by arrows broke from the carrier line and i
;:;:::k* caught the attacker who had fired on them. Police arrested the '

T g b e s

attacker and that same afterncon he was brought before thne court and

charged. 1 |
iﬁéa There was no rest houses in the valley of course. Camp was
u@” pitched in an old garduen site, cleared for defence purposes and a

« perimeter established. Guards were posted, but no local natives cane
near the camp until the carriers, some of whom were related to BIRIFIEN
people asked if they coula contrpt their relatives. An hour after
they left the campsite they revwrned accompanied by the murderer, the
deceaseds relatives, and numberous other natives who had vaken part
in the fighting, inclucing the one and only Luluai in the valley.

Strange as it may seem, all subsequeut contact witn the locals was }
¢ﬂ made through the carriers, and the crdinary administrative jobs to be
b’”ﬂv - ‘done were all done by carriers and not pulice; for although the
uWL"local natives suffered the carriers to wander through their land, they
w* objected strongly to the Police or myself doing so and until the rest
house was built an obviousbmostiie attitvde was saown towards us.

kground

This hostile attitude is easily understood when it is considered
what little and unpalatable glimpses of the Administration the people e
have had. There have been only two patrols to the valley before. ;
Wach presumably uninvited, built a rest house. When each patrol
departed, each rest house and its accompanying outbuiluings were
. A|burned. In a land where fignting is common it is not hard to understand
v lthat a large armed uninvited body of men can only be regarded as
unfriendly, and it is a simple matter of self defence to destroy any
« vestage of its tenure.

T

e

.

In Jecember 1962 after a jail break at SIMBAI, a large patrol led
by A.D.u. Keenan sought and did after a strenuous chase recapture three
escaped prisoners. These prisoners were from tune lower KAIRUNK Valley,
an area sharing common language, marsrizge and ceremonial ties with tae i
BIRIFIGl Valley. OUne prisoner, finding the chase too close for him in |

ib the KARONK valley, fled across the range into the BIRIPIEN Valley to }
i take refuge witu nis relatives tuere. 1
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\ The BIRIFIEN valley is wnolly beyond normal administrative control.

That Patrol could have considered ti.e escapee to have been grauted
- assylum in an area beyond its Jjurisdiction, and therefore exempt from )
~ any process of our law. A warran® for nis arrest would be valid {
indefinitely and coula have been executed if and when the escapee B
ever returned to the sphere of SlupAl'S normal administrative control. :

The Patrol however chose a more direct method and the prisoner was

pursued relentlessly. '

Bucause the search arcs. was 80 wiue it woulu not have been possible ~| |

for the Assistant District OUfficer to accompany eacn search party. 1 1

Native Police sgquads tnereiore combed the area unaccompanied by the 5
restraining influence of an officer. In hot pursuit, they follcwed !

the fleeing prisoner to the bLIRIFIEN Valley. Eventually nhe was run !

to earth tuere, after a succession of swilt nigut manoeuvres, surprise i

-~ raids on garaen hamlets, and lightning searches of dwelling houses. i§
)

.

! Can one imagine witn what apprenension the BIRIPIEN natives looked

down from their mountain crags aunu hill gardens to watch the witeh hunt
I beiow them - for %nis was their first gl'mpse of the Pax Australiana.

Contact [

:

u There are no villages anywuaere in tne SIMBAI Administrative

‘ area. The people 1 in small hamlets scattered over the hilleides.

L Patrols contact the Jsple by moving from one central rest house to
another. These settlemeuts are like small Patrol posts complete with &
rest house, police barracks, carrier houses, cargo sneds etc, and set
avart from any native habitation they sit as sentinels on strategical.y
placed ridges, in magniricant mountain surroundings, connected by
good "government" roads. There is always one in signt and they are ’
strung along the valleys like castles on the Rhine. They are rooogninod
as tue symbols of Administration, and when the Governwent meets the

- peoplie, it meets tunem tuere. The ridges on whicn they are built and tho

connecting roads nave been williugly cegded by the people to the
Administration for this partic ilair purpose and in tae normal course of
events, even in the more set.led areas, the Administration is eonlidorod, ‘
to have exceeded its mandate if a patrol unless invited, deliberately .
strays from the ceuntral sites or tne connectiig roads. %

PSSt T~ TSRS SN =S

1r this attitude is suc: iuo the settled areas, how much more is it

, 80 in toe bIRIFILN Val.ey? For tuis veason, this Patrol although |
originally ordered to roam tarouzh tue valley, consider.i it & {

y Administrative suicide to do so and thu- didn't. Tne orduer was wisely ‘*}
rdeinded later. ‘

ovements to a central rest house site ana not wander through garde:
and hamlets like previous patrols a more friendly attitude was snown ¢
by the people to the patrol personnel. Building materials were made ¥
available for a rest nouse and out houses, food was brougut in a 3!
constant stream, women anu caildren wanaered freely arounu tane camp L-#
without fear, and the men came unarmed.

When it became known that the Fatrol intended to restrict its i

¥
3
l}foJH \ It was 1n tnis more congenial atmosphere tuat inguiries were made 5
\ into the tribal figuting. When it was further made known by the lhf j
l,h patrol that it was intended to settle the unrest not by eriminal , h
w prcsecutions but py native custouary excnange and payment of compensati n"
Lo both sides which took part in the fighting willingly entered into the '_
negotiations, for without doubt a mediating tiird party wes all they a
il needed, as botu sides were automatically predisposed to a peaceful # QK ;
settlement as tuey were comnected by marriage and descent ties, and & |
! continued hostility would ouviously have been intolerable. L 3
MF‘J‘/ L
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Cause of Fighting

TAUNLAL - GUWW of BlRLlrlkn (ISN Group) and nis wile TAMBASI about !
two mouths ago in coupany went to SALEMP. While they were away, a i}
wouan named GUMANK died. Her relatives accused TAMBASI of sorcery. %‘
TAUBAST and GUMAN: were cousine. There appeared to be no rational '
reason wny TAubBASI was 80 accused. RUFA and AIAFT (IEN Group) sister
and husband of GUMANK respectively paid a visit to TAUNUAL and TAMBASI'S
house to aiscuss tne cause of GUMANK'S death and finding them absent, s
burnt the house. "g
:

On TAUNDAI'S return, he saw the remains of nis house, ingquired who ,
nad burned it, and having been informed by witnesses went in eompmg with
BINGAN and FLO his nephews anda burnea RUFA'S house, in payback. RUFA
was not in his house at the time but nearby in anotner rkouse mourning
the death of GUMANK, On seeing his house afire RUFA left tue mé¥ning i
house with MUNUM his brotner to ianvestigate. Tney saw TAUNDAI and nis
noghc‘l and gave chase immediately, shooting arrows, TAUNDAL'S side /
returned tie fire but no damagze was done. Then various natives r
attracted by the disturbance joined in on one side or the other and
Hﬁ%QAEAMBO (MANAUMP Group) on TAUNDAI'S side shot ANGANI (IEN Group)
who kad joined A/UFA'S. AJUGANI collapsed and died and tne fighting F ‘

«

then ceased for the day. 3oth sides then helped to carry him away
and mourned his death. Next worning however it was realised that
fortunes were still out of walance, «UFA and AIAFI now having not one
death to account for, but two. Fighting was renewed with considerable
reinforcements on botn sides, wit: considerably more earnestness but
with considerably less accuraecy. OUne or two warriors received minor - g
arrow wounds and the Luluai nad nis hat shot off; remarkably light
casua_ties considering that the battle ebbed and rlowed up ana down

the kunai ridge on which tne rest house now stands, and lasted all day.

Evening fell and the battle, now im its second aay, came to a halt.
The warriors retired to their camp fires, each side mirgling freely
and in a {riendly manner with the cther, for, believe it or no%t, every
warrior was related one to anotner by near or distant marriage or
descent lines as tie wnole valley is e€ndogomous.

An uneasy truce followed. Fighting it was decidjed, was pointless
and in any case it was iime to plant the gardeas. With fortunes stil.
uneven, eaca warrior repairea to his garden nervously wondesing when
ne may be called upon to even the score, znd this was how the people
were fcund - in a jumpy state of nerve jangling armed neutrality.

As tue fighting had stopped it only remained for a respectable
and honourable settlement to be arranged in order to restore peace to
the valley. Considering tie primitive state of Political development
in the valley and the people's nebulous relation to the Administration
I formed the opinion that it would be an absurd administrative blunder

to rejuvenate tribal friction by dragging everything tarou-h the 2 N
Supreme Court, prodding ola memowries and old hatreds into life again i &
when everyone was doing ais best to forget them. L}

I nave read the District O.ficer's memo No. 37-1-1 of 25tn July, A
1963, concerning the administration of justice in priritive areas and i
the complete incapability of our system of Law without justice in |
solving purely tribal matters. I a ree witn it. In this case, a 4
prosecution dragred first turough the lower court ana then through the ;
Supreme Cow 5, months later, with primitive witnesses plucked from 1
the stone age and deposited in modern surroundings and with the '

evidence being garbled throughn four languages, could have resulted in 1
nothning short oif a moanumentali farce. 'tﬂ
ri
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This whicn was purely a native probliem quite incompatable with
‘our legal system coulda only have been settled v’ native customary
methous and the Patrol was instructed to do so. The casc was
theretore presented as a civil eclaim in the Ccurt for Nat.ve Affairs,
Depositions are attached.

onsolidation of Governmeat Inlfluenc?

Tnere 18 no doubt that the Administration geained consiuerable
prestige from the Patrol's aLility to settle the unrest by negotiations.

When peace had been secured a feast was held and members cl the patrol ’"'

were invited to attena. In return, leaders of botn parties were
invited to visit ClLUBAI station anad tney accepted. To show that

friendlhig has furtner been established between tne bIRI.IEN people and ii
8

the Administration, the leaders arfirmed t.at this time they would zot i
burn the rest house. Tnis promise was strengthened by a gift of

2 spades and one tomanawk, ana on leaving the valley, tne Patrol took
a risk like Lot's wite and looked back - the rest house was intact.

Ihe Future

Now that the Administration has entered into Exchange Relationships
with the Biripien people, I believe tnat a definite lasting friendship
has been established. It is impossible by native custom for exchange
relationsaips to exist between enemies, and I believe tuat this Patrol
showed to tuese primitive people that there is another more friendly
side of the Administration than the one to which they ware used.

The test will be how long the rest house stands.

)

y is in the Western géig%%gd._nulizipt. It
e Officer in Charge, i if some decision is

8 on in this area. It could be thet FTuture
strative activities are more likely to be concentrated on the
more advanced parts of the territory where political development is
proceeding more rapidly ana tuat primitive backwaters like the
Biripien Valley may be administratively ignored. I feel tnat it

would be a pity to begin to administer this area now, only to abandon
it later. It would pe far vetter not interfere at all. Perhaps

e policy ceciesion on the Administratiors future relationship with
these remaining uncontacted areas coulu ve ovtained.
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ZELATORY OF Jigv QUINGA
In She Court for Native Affalre ) Y b
Por the Madang mm-ut ,- CIVIi JURIIDIOTION
Holden Shia WL
Before me, Keie u mu/
AS BINL IS in the sadd Territory

In the onse oft

1 A of WRI I for and on
worealnmnnnmzaw

v

DAVAGAN of Bill I&N for and oa
belalf of the LANAUM. Clan of

1= SRR AR

Defendant ad:iite liability,

:nlg-n aake &mm nhw& L
q»

Defendant saye e oau eup all na--qt
the pluses. '@ offers 2 pum {50 end,

Compladnont reject the 2 11,9 and insiste on
‘e 5«1“0

Defendant se;s he oma sup ly fteas 1 -~ )

i ediately vut 4% and 9 aro not at
present avallable : J.

Com;lalnant apks will 1tsete 4 and 5 be
avalliable to his in Cima,

vefendant wnye jyea, he oan sup ly then ¢1\.
time.

Complainant snye ne is prepated to wait a
roasornable “ims.

Deferiact roueets adjourums it for o e day %0
find isens 4 &ﬂd Je

Court resuncd 8t 3 p.re on 15, V63
vefendart @s 8 Le eould only find ous loug

‘1‘ 3“5}1.“ of sue otlar articles in Ao

Coxplainant says he will mcco;t %hic plup cne |

5 bul of Feradise @ |
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Dofmemoutonimpthm
long talled ;lume i lleu of ftems 4 and 5,

Court adjournes w.til 3 pex. on 164/63,
Conrt resucou &% 3 pem. o0 ‘6/”‘3

Pefeui nt says he now has before t.0 ¢ urs
the eollowing items,

ity Lo Lesorditiop

1e 5 Trasbum Shel.s

24 1 S:riu of Tambu Shells
- ige

3: p talled plumes.

] “nw pdume

Go 1 Cusous siin,

end ha o eve thawe in full stttlement,

Cosplajaert aceepts the abdo.e 1tems fu full
gottleuent and becnuse the total in

iz excess
of hie erigiicl demand, offers to slaughter

on pig for a feast at which both partiss
shouid eat,.

Defenimnt accepss iuvitation,

i Shells, one of
Sheile, twe Aong Salled m
&x,m, one cusous skis and
unt furt.er orders tiat
e ) (N - - 3 g R

share the nent o‘un{ betweon the deofendant

and She eon iainant

Given under ny becd at BIRIVIAY in the said Territory this
16t dey ol August, 1963,

pled U
nmwm

fur Fative Affairs.
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