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Division of District \dministpration,
Department of th¢ idninistrator, !

KQREDOBU. LiUA,
15th December, 136%5,

The Distriet Comuissioner,
fest NHow "ritain District,

EI'B .
} | PATHOL MG, TALAGLA 13/68-69

Your reference Tal, P/R. 13/68-69 of 26th November, 1969

I acktnowledpge with thanks receipt of iAnnual Ceasus |
and Avea Utudy by ir,R.1.,Topham, Assistans Patrol Officer,
\ to part BALI-VI Census Division. \
, While this repert r flects 'ir. To ham's intereat in '
; field duties, it is » rather incon lete piece ol work.

8 There are too man generalities, and there isllack of '\ ¢
fo - tual information to support %h. writer's ervations. 3
Nevertheless, the report does glive a fairly reasonable A §
picture of the itu area. v\“
Mr. Topham must teke mo-e care with his writtem work. \
The presentation and preparation of this report leave mich \
to be desired.
:
‘ Coverin; ecomments are comprehensive and informative.
The patrol map is rather rough, but it does contain some
] interesting detail.
JE 7 Th: patrol was obviously quite useful.
o | 1
g (Tes ELLIS) ‘
4 3 ary,
- artmen’ o inistratore
| 1 ‘
“?\1.‘} ; CeCo Hr.n.H.TO ham
i v B Sub-Distriet Office
& 1l KANDRIAN. Vest New Britain District.
Please note that political education must be a
L continuing process in all situations with the emphasis
on the advantages of national unity.
i
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q_" 1 DIHC0M, the Adeind stretic,
= E Talngeo P/R 13=1960/09 Plated
I Lo NFE SLAlE, west Uew hrd

el ction -wnmm tho abgence
it :::::::: cid cooou census malte some of his ocone
| figure or on S ke o s
@
- f umm‘m”nd«c mmt.gvﬂm'pn-

|
4 &

+ Poor ti gpolling and bed grammar, togotiep with
W ?ﬁuuum do not do‘n-u& to sl appeors
- to have beon & good finsld offort for sn officor of «r, Tophes's
| stotus,
.
TR The attitude to freehol i lond owned Dugns Philp is undare
standablo, nmmmnxopomﬁaum@mmx
B ‘ require an wp to date roport on the situntion,
i |
- As you ore owsre, work has comsencud on on alpstrip for Hita
¥ at Lengu,
| .. 3 :' in gonarul huve adequntely covered the matters redsed in
| iy | mmum":m.mmmrmwMo |
— ofrioae |
{
13 417 . |
‘ he o'm ‘
TH My, H, Topham, |
lilliﬂli.ll-h future plesse pay more attention to your english |
— expression, Camping elaim 1s forwerded herewith for payment,
e c.c., the Secretary
| g bopt, of the Administration,
| ‘ alilakrlel ComRASLlnGE
e s
l ‘,” ¥
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If calling ask for
W T RO
1 o 7|
v,;ﬁg The Dist i
Yﬁgg' b b A
i I 1’; - é

PALASEA PATROL REPORY Noe 13 = 1968/69
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Attached please find the abovementioned patrol report
migus census figures and a copy of my letter to Mr Topham,
Tre figures will be sent on to yjou once they meet my requirementse
Since Mr Topham is stationed at KIMBE it would be appreciated
if you would check on this matiers

——
PO

i e, A

<

' Frankly Iem disappointed in the .~eport and the amount
of work acheived in the area, The patrol lasted 33 days and all

that I have received is a set of population figures that de not
balance, No cocorut or cacao census figures, no time spent on
the road where a certain amount of supervision could have been
given to the efforts of the Witu Islanders, What he hes produced
is an excellent and up-to-date report on production in the five
Witu plyntations,

et

The lend problem is still with us. Approximately 75%
of the grouy is alienated freehold lund. To date nothing has
been done by the plentations but once they start developing their
land trouble will start, Efforts to settle these psopie on the
large island of New Dritain have not been too succassfvl,

What is the situation re the airstrip? My last commun-
ication from ‘you was your 4=4-3 dated 17th October, 1968.
I'm given to understand that the village people are willing to
gsell their land and would like a siniliaer portion purchased from

' Burns Philp and given to them,
&
M
Claims for cemping cvllowence are attached for your sig- i
¥
natures %
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il trict Commissioner
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Division
Lxooooex
O/=d=l Vepte of the sdministrator,
Ll i

20th August, 1969

gmmxummmszwmnucmcmta
lanning purposes.

J) commamdeatious:

t 1 would have liked a fow more detéils of the

trip on ¥Witu, Vhat do the people think? Do they
Wﬂ“pmulmamwch-uwﬁ.n?

L) Stege of relitical Yevelopaent:

For every two Council lee gs held at the Council
House on BDali Island one meeting is held at the ¥Witu Rural Health
Cuntre. The older people have had every opportunity to witness
the activitios of the Councll both at meetings and with their
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participation jia the various projects,

M) Ihe Xeonomy of the Aress
a) These figures could have been obtained from the DASF elerical
essistant in Telasea,

£) Yhen were these co-operatives formed] I lmow of none. Fleamse

supply more details,

K) bilitie ! ndinge
a) Have the people used all the land at their diapossli From
experience I know that there is a lot of land behind
Village not under ceconuts,immx

:a Did sec any tmﬁn vessels in the area? This
z::ohoon .% themselves interested
in Muuthgmuhm fish in the trade
store for per tin? eren't lauterested there is
no use the matter, In during a very severe dry
I;aplcohin‘dthltthdrehildm were

season the
because the Memhwiwm-mttwvm.:cmouw
in figh/ng even though the arca abounded in figh,

-

'O

Observations end Comments:

Why are the resthouses iy a bad state of 7  Was
it becauss the weren't interested or because patrolling
offizcers did use the resthouses?

Comuerce and Industry:

Trade Stores: All licences in the Bali Witu Council ares
are issued by the 09 Iem pleased that you did not have the
relevant forms availabla.

Roads and Bridges:

when you are wut in the field.
day under five or six definitve headings. This will wake your
task a lot easier, I look forward to seeing a much better

8¢, PDistriet Commissioner,
KIMBE,
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TALASEA PATROL REPORT No.13 1068/69

/ =RATR0L DIARY
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15-6-69 0900 -1200 Preparation for departure on patrol Bali-Vitu ]
1600 Departed Talasea per 'Arlag' for Vitu island

Overnight'Aria ' Cape Campbell. 1

1

|

16-6-69 0100 Departed Cape Campbell for Vitu arrimine Widu
1200, Rest of the day spent in setting up camp Widu
villags and holding tslks with the people. Overnight Widu.

17-6-69 080C - 1100 Talks with the manager Langu plantation re 4
possihilities of transport arrangmerts. Rest of day
spent in holding talks with the councillors,repairing
the water pump Widu village and inspection of residences
Widu village., Overnight Wicu,

13-6.69 0870-110¢ Heavy rain restricted start on census.
1100-2200 Census taken of Widu and Balangori No.1 villagers.
Overnight Widu.

SN fr
PP T T TN

19-6-69 0200-1800 Paper work census details and talks w.'h the peop’e 5
Overnight Widu. -

20-5-59 0900 Departed Widu for Balangori No.2 on foot,inspeviion :
of Balangori Nc.1 village on the way.
1200 Arrived Balesagori Nc.2 ,rest of afternoon spent .
setting up camp anu hearing arbitrations,
Overnight Balangori No.2. : l
|

21-56-69 0800 Inspection of viilage and courts hcld for failure
to maintain residences and toilets, 4
0900 - 1500 Census taken, {
Overnight Balangori No.2

23-6-69 0800 -1200 Inspect!on of work on new houses and talks ¢
held with businessmen re development, 3
1300-1800 Talks held with Father Bruger Catholic Mission !
re problems ~nd future mission plans for development,

Overnleht Bezlangori No.2 A

24.6-69 0800-.1200 Preparation for departure to Lama villiage, ,
1300 Departed Balangori No,2 per Cathclic Mission ship :
'Klaus' arriviang Loma 1330,
. Set up c: and held talks with the people.
Overnight Lama,

25.6-69 0800-1200 Census taken lama village.
Rexs Rest of day spent iaspecting villege and huoving talke
with trade store owers.
Overnight Lama, :

26.5-59 0700 -0930 Police ianvestigetion into alledged iape c ¢
resolved into a case of ?rostitution.
0930 Departed Lame for N'Dolli per plantation tract
arriving N8Dolli 1000.
Set rp camp.
1300 ravelled to Pot Pot village for inspection tou, returning
¥f N'Dolli 1600, ‘
Overnight N'Dolli. !

22.6-f9 Observed.Reted Overnight Ralunigori No.2 1

27-6-59 0830-120C Census taken N'Dolli and Pot Pot /i 1 yes.
1330 Departed N'Dolli per plantation tracto.' fo. Lambe
arriving 1430, Birthday celebrations;restc? |
Overnight Lambe.

28.6-60 08001200 Iaspec.ion of villagejresidences and trade stores :
held courts for failure to maintain residences an’ tecilects, ,

Overnight Lambn,
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PATROL DIAZY cont. %§'

—29-6-69 Observed,Overnight Lambe.

30-6-69 0800 Travelled to Langu plantation to have radio talk with
Talasea returning Lambe 1300,
140C Travelled to Meteo plantation to have talks with
mgnager and obtain census figures returning Lambe
1800,
Overnight Lambe.

1-7-69 0800-1600 Census taken Lambe village.
1600-2C00 Talks with the people re developmental projecis.
Overnight Lambe

2-7-69 0800 Further talks with the geople,inspection of mission s
school and talks with new welfare assistant re commencement
women's club, No rest house lambe,

Overnight Lambe.

-7-69 O0B00O Broke camp and departed on foot for Widu arriving
1130,4inspection of ro=d on the way.
1300 Set ug camp Widu villiasge and made arrangements for
travel 1o Ningau the nex” “7ay. Inspection of Widu village
to assertain if instructions had been carried out.
Overnight Widu,

%-7-69 0800 instructed £oxx _onst,Nars to accompany cargo by
canoe to Xuravu, 0°70C Myselfl departed Widu per plantation
spe-dboat 0930.Se! up camp ard geld talks with the people
re ald for Rangu Ald Post .kmt Rest house falling apart;
condemmed .

Overnight Kur-ru,

5-7-69 0900-1100 aspection of village at Kuravu and at Seven Day
village. “annot conduct census today as the seventh day
Adventists hold church services,

Overnight "iravu.

£-7-69 Obcerved,overnight Kuravu

7-7-AS  0900-1100 Census taken Kuravu village, 1430 Departed
Kuravu per canoe for Rangu arriving 1220.Pald carrierc
r and set up camp(new large rest house) ,
1300-1600 talks with the people and inspection .f ~’llage
@eclean and tidy.
Overnight Rangu.

§ 8.7-69 (800-1200 Census taken Rangn and Silenge ¢ villages.
R 1300-1900 talks with the peogle re developmental projects
and inspection of Aid Post.

2 eavy seas res!ricting movement,
‘ Overnight Rangu.

e A BT

9-7-69 Heavy seas restricting movement to Silen ge,departed
Rangu 0830 for Goru arriving 0900,
1000-1100 conducted census . kmxx Rest c f the day spent
in talks with the people,inspection of village and collation
of census figures,
Overnight Goru.

-—ay -

B e S Ve
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!§§ 10-7-69 0900 Departed Goru per canoe arriving Korei 1100.Disembacked

| and walked through to Kuravu., No rest hou se Korei.Heavy

3§ seas made travel along east coast impossible and dangerous.

i Inspected village at Kuravu and held talkis with the people., Bl
%§¢“ Overnight Kuravu. ‘
v 5
=§E¢ 11-7-69 0900 Departed Kuravu on foot for Korei to conduct cemsus,
- census completed and talks given returning Kuravu

1700. |
Overnight Kuravu. . |

12-7-69 0900 Departed Kuravu per Canoce for Widu arrivi
OvernightWidu, ng 1145,

A R R 77 T T P TN
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13-7-69 Observed,overnight Vitu

1%4.7.69 0900-1600 Informal talks held with all councillor:s and
committeemen re topics to be placed on agenda for the next
council meeting.
Overnight Widu.

15-7.69 0900-1500 Talks held with plantation manager Langu and Yo
minor arbitrations settled., Police investigation into rio%is
Overnight Widu. Langu plantatior.

16.7-69 0800 Degarted Widu wer Aria for Bali to search for missing
census books returning Widu 1600.Collected cargo and
grisonors and departed for Balangorl No.2 for the night,

730 arrived Badangori No.2 and anchored.
Overnight Balangori No.Z2.

17-7-69 0600 Departed Balangori No.2 for Talasea ariiving 1500.
1500-1700 Return of cargo to store
Overnight Talasea
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67=1=1 Sub District Office,
¢ RHT Talasea

L 28th July 1969
The Assistant District Commissioner, (7:
Sub District Office
TALASEA

TALASDA PATROL REFORT No.13 1968/69_

INTRODUCTION The srea patrolled is part of the whole Bali-Witu

census divieion.The Witu group consists of four islands g

Garove,Ningau,S5ilenge and Goru.
The Witu icland group are separated ¥y from Bali
by 28 sea miles,the smaller island of Ningau is separated
fiom Garove island by 6 sea miles. tilenge lies 2 miles
to ¢he west of Ningau island and Goru island ie separated
frem Ningau by a small channel. This channel is at present
under transformation. HNatural processes of nature are eroding
soil from the western side of Coru and transforming it into
the channel. It would appear that if this process persists
the two islands will be joined.
The majority of the total population of Witu lives

on the largest island -Garove. Garove island is of detinite
volcanic origin wmade up of small coastal plains with stecp
mountains rising from the cuast. It is horse-shoe shaped and
it would appear that the deep major harbour at Balangpri No.2
was originally the crater of a volcanom and its southnern wall
was breached and flooded by the sea.

There is a sharp mountaineous ridge surrounding this
harbour. There is also some volcanic activity still evident
on the island,with mud pools and spas still active at Balangori
No.1 village.

S50il on the island is the same as on the other is. .nds;
volcanic loamy,very fertile and productive. The flatest area
of @arove island runs from Lama village through to Widu village.
From Widu to Balangori No.2 village the topography is oa the
whole - ruggedywith steep mouniains rising sharply from the coast.

It is impossible to travel by foot following the coast as

the whole mmasgt of this section of the coast is bordered by steep
cliffs.

Vegetation of the area is mainly coconut trees. Most
of the originel vegetation has been cleared for cultivation.
Private companies own 70% of all ground on Garove island which
im accounts in actuality for approx. 90% of arable land.

The only remaining original vegetation is tc be found
in those areas vnderdeveloped - large rain trees and emergence
cover vegetation. The rest of the island group is alike.

Silenge island and Goru island are the only two island
owned solely by the native peoples. Silenge is 3/4 of a square
mile in area while Gpru is smaller.

OBJECTS OF THE FATROL

The primary objects of the patrol was to conduct census
revision of the area.Apart from this work material was to
be'gathered for the writing of an area study. 1t was also
necessary to assertain the needs of the people for future
council developmental projects. ¥urther instructions are

to found in Bali-Witu Fatrol Instructions (see file €67-1-1)
and attached copy (appendix 1 Ares GStudy.
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The Assistant District Commissicner,
Sub District Office
TALASEA

TALASEA PATROL REPCRT No.13

Sub District Office,

Talasea
28th July 1969

1965/69

PREANMBLE

patrecl Number

patrol conducted by

Personnel Acccmpanying
Duration

Last patrols in the area

Objects of the patrol

Map Reference

13/1968/69

Robert Henry Topham
Assistant Patrol Officer

Const.Nara R.P.N.G.Co,

3% days

D.D.A. contibual patroling from Bali
base camp up to Jan.1959

Census revision of the area,political
education and routine administration.

West New Britain District Mape.

....'.0.0.'........




PYage 3.

3SERVATIONS AND COMMENTS

Reception of Patrol; On the whole the reception to the patrol

was excellent.The peopl2 were a little amazed to see a Kiap
actually camped out and stay so long. Gifts of fresh food although
not abundant weee mode available at a reasonable price. As the
t people were not previuosly told of a forthcoming patrol little
had been prepared.The rest houses were on the majority poor
in some villages non existent. This state of affairs is due
to the attitude of previous indiviguals who have patrolled the
area. lost of all patrols conducted befor have beern lightning affairs.
However by the time the puircl hLad reached th: last rest house
the people had comuien.ed on the building of new rest houses. A
new completed one was constructed at Rangu village by the time
the patrol had arrived.
The most friendly j;cople of all was those found at Goru,with
actual free gifts of food made available. A list of all rest
houses is below.

e .

P

g

T —

Widu Village.. Reasonable,needs repairing . The councillor informed
me that they were looking for a new site to erect a new rest house.

1w

Balangori No.1 Village... No rest house within 1 hours walking time
from Widu.

Balangori No.2 Village... Much the same as Witu although repairs
had been carried ocut by the time the patrol arrived.

R T e —

Lama Village... Bxcellent,quite a new residence.

N'Dolli Village.. Reasonable,a start had been made for the erection
of a new rest house,the delsy being caused by the people of
Pot Pot refusing to heslp.

Lambe Village... No rest house was to be found at Lambe,the people
had recently puuled down the original house and had started

%
Pot Pot... Non existing. 51
on the erection of a new house. §

Kuravu Village... Disgracefull.The rest house was condemned after
falling through the floor. Instructed to start on a new house.

Rangu... Excellent,newly built. |
Silenge...None existing ,the peopie commute to Rangu for assembly. ]
Gorue.... Reasonable,slightly small.Are s commencing on the erection =

of a new r2st house.

Korei.....None existing at present,the people are very lazsy even
their church is in a state of collapse.

Villages ..The condition of houses in the villages was well below ?4
stanagra.tho majority close to falling down.The people have |
been coatinually told to erect new residences but had made no |
move to start. With the exception of the residences on Ningau
island the rest were disgracefull . The people weee instructed to rcp'!
repair them and by the time the patrol was ready to depart for Talnuen
all repairs had been completed. The houses are constructed of 1
bush material with the nccasional eddition of permanent material 3
especially rovofing materials.The standard tyye of house has bambouo 4
slate walls or Sago leaf , with a marata roofing.The flooring is !
wainly heavy tree bark. ]
The villagee were very clean and tidy,Balangori having
laid out gardens throughout the village. : i
Zhe gencral hygeine of the area is good with the odd
exception being seen but thés is mainly with the older peopl.e.
#Water supply in most of the villages is good.Most of the
villages having council inctalled water pumps or tanks.HMost of
the village sites are either tou swampy or too meuntaineous. |
(A more detailed list is to be found in the attached Appendix.)

{
|
|

{
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Economic Development

3
Qitline of Political Situation <i:£:>

The poitécal outlook of the people |
in the area patrolled is good. While patrolling throaghout
the area the writer was amazed by the amount of questlions |
asked about doncstic and foreign affairs. One old man
from Rangu village when engaged in conversation asked
questions about 'Vietnam and the moon probe'.Although
there doesn't appear to be that much examplified in the
local radio news,vhat that what is hcard is discussed
at lenght by the menfolk.With the wider scope of broadcasting
such topics as 'what is communism' are often heard on
Radio Rabaul,tok nius .

Although the people do and are tcking
a wider interest in these broadcasts of political education
there still is an ignorance pervading of the local scene. 1
When questioned not may people could understand the ties
that link their own govermment with that of Australia.

Not many realise the link between the House of Assembly :

and government c¢ departments,.any of the people still
thinking that all D.D.A. officials still work for the 1
government of Australia,and are not tied to the government
of the territory of P.& H.G. in an, way.

The people on the whole are very
pro-adainistration and pro-counicil with a few excepthons
freo che younger better educated persons.The only friction
appears to come from a anti-Burns Philp group from 1t ,
Widu and Balangori No.1 villages.This conflict stems from : 1
the shortage of sood arable land available to Burns Philp
''underdeveloped'' and their own holdings,fully developed 1
and rapidly being used up. The twe xtai vIllages mentioned
above have been squattting on privately owned company land |
and have pdanted and developed this land. The compeny 1
bBas now decided to develope and is reclaiming all sections
developed by the people.The people feel that some form <
of compensation shnugd be paid to them,This feeling comes |
mainly from the younger menfolk who find that talking
is a better proposition that working. These'sit nating bois' |
are the real agitators of the villages. However the society 174
as it stands at present still refuses to hear the talk of

the younger people, tfg

There are réligious orders in the '
island group-the p...n Catholic Mission and the Seventh |
Day Adventists Mission.The latter having a very small
following mainly concentrated around the village of Kuravu.
The is no apparent conflict between the two orders.

had

The people of the area patrolled are basically
sedentary xk subsistence agriculturists with a smail income .
gained from the sale of cash crops and casual labouring
on the nearby plantations.The staple diet is taro,yams
and fish in that order.Although some other introduced
vegetables are grown the amount is small,the patrol occassional)
being able to purchase fresh vegetables.Not much fresh fish
is caught and eaten most fish eaten is of the tinned variety
as the people prefer this to fresh fish as it has more oil
content.Iinned fish is one of the biggest sellers in all
the trade stores. The peoples diet is quite substantially
subsidised by food-stuffs bought from the local trade s@ores.
The main cash crop in the area is coconuts,most of
what produced is sold to the mission,plantations or through |
a group Copra Marketing 3Board Number.On a approximation !
the average income gained would be 160 dollars p.a.
Some of the villagers are now planting up cocoa
and selling the wet beans to the plantations for processing.
The indivigual cash cropping is rare most of what is produced
is done by combined effort.
Livestock
The only cattle at present are vhose on the Mission
station at Balangori lo.2,the Father runs 6 cows but these

are kept for graging purposee only.Pigs = ‘
ralseg in tﬁebvi lage are still képt for trad t?%ﬁ“gﬁfg.
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At present there are no developed forestry industries
existent in the Witu islands.Poor accessibility and shortage of
suitable land makes development for any such projects infeasible.
iost of the available Land has been cleared for cocoa and coconut

production.

Commerce and Industry

Irade Stores

lThere are a total of 25 trade stores on Garove,Ningau
Silenge and Goru islands.”f these 25,five are managed by european
plantation managers.all stores were inspected however as the writer
did not have the relevant forms available new licences could not
be issued, all trade store owners whose licences had lapsed were
told to renew them at the earliest opportunity.

It is the writers opinion that this amount of trade
stores is excessive for such a small population with a relatively
low income, There are 5 trade stores ia the village of Balangori No,2
serving a population of 200 persons and one is run by the mission.

In most instances indiviguals had spent a considerable amount of money
in the erection of magnifecent buildings but after completion
finding that there was not enough business to make it profitable.

Host of the 25 stores were unstocked when the patrol
visited and these enterprises appear to be more of hobby thah
a business, With the exception of all trade stores run by eurog::ns
the most commendable of all the native owned cnes was that at u
village.This trade store i1s managed by the ex luluai and in stocks
and management would be on a par with it's european run counterparts.

With the present state of affairs and more people yet
wishing to branch out inte business enterprises it would he of
great Denefit if an officer of the Business Advisory Board could
make a short visit to advise the people in business management.

Eaterprises

There are numerous people engaged in the selling of copra
et the village level.The most common practice is the acquisition
of a group C.l.S.rumber and a direct sale to Rabaul.,However as still
yet most of all copra produced is sold to plantations and the missdon
for a cash sale this enterprise is somewhat restricted.

At the time of the patrol there was considerable interest
shown in the loans available “rom th P.& N.G. development Bank
esgecially for loans to buy tractors.The grcatest drawback to
all enterprises is the lack of tarnsport and all the pesple are
dependent upcen the benevolence of the local plantations for
the carting of produce to shipping.

Numerous complaints were heard during the patrol and were
settled amicably with a satisfied judgement on bnth sides.lost
commorn: or 1ll was those of unpaid loans,land disputes and
marital sqiabbles.There appears to be a slight friction between
the contracted labourers and the local vililagers over alleged
assaults on their womenfolk.However in all cases the trouble is
instigated £k by the women.

Ag the writer has no confirmed court powers,the more serious
offences were referred to lalasea for hearing.Seven persons were
arrested and returned and seven convictions were gained.Six
of the offenders were under sect.30(d) P.0.0. and the other
sect.84 N.A.R.

The people on the whole are a peaceful,law abiding crowd.
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Both easily available and the usual pay rate
of 10 cents per hour is acceptible.

The general standard of health in the area patrolled is good.
Skin diseases and chest infections are the moct common couplaints 4
suffered by the people.Grille seems to m be more common on Ningau
island this perhaps due the swampy nature cf the terrain.The
Rural Health Centre at Widu is running smoothly through the efforts =
of the Hospital Orderly in charge,lr.Gordon kuru.The only complaint
brought up was the lack of co-operation given to him by the people.
This matter was passed on to the people and they were told
to be more co-operative in the furtk future.l’he health centre
has three other medical staff one A.P.0. one staff maternal
child nurse and one maternal child health orderly nurse. The
latter is not fully qualified and does most of the infant welfare
gatrols in the area.At the time the patrol was eunding the Hospital:
rderly was about to depart with his rurse for a patrol to
Ningau island.There have been only one patrol done through the area
in the last 6 months,the problem being transport of st and equipnment
to the more 1naccessible arcas.The Hospital Orderly also doesn't
feel too confident in leaving his A.P.0.in charge of the hospital.
The pecple originally were goirg to buy tge Rural Health
Centre an aluminium boat and outboard motor however this was
opposed by the local Catholic Mission on personali reasons of the
riest. At present the H.O.is dependent upon the benevolence of
iir.D.Doyle the manager of Langu plantation.However he is not always
available.l believe that the council has just purchased 2 outboard |
motors and perhaps one of these could be mafle available.The |
speedboat xx available is privately owned and no charge is made. !
Mr.Doyle .1so makes available the plantation tractor when required. ' |
There are two admin.aid posts on the islands
one at Lambe and the other at Rangu.The former is unstaffad at |
present and is visited once a month by the infant welfare nurse. i |
The Aid post at Rangu is v!riually non |
existent,lack of co-operation by the people and the apparent 1
apathy by the A.F.0.in charge have let the store fall down ~ |
and at present the A.F.0.is corducting business from his own {
4
|

residence.The ward appears not to have been used for quite a

considerable time.After discussions the H.OC.has decided to move

the Ald post to luravu and have the A.F.O.make regular weekly

trips to Rangu.huravu is closer to Widu and makes supervision easier,
The Catholic Mission father has plans to

establish a mission hospital at Balangori No.2.

AT

- Clut

T'he council recently trained several
irls in welfare courses at Rabgul.There is one of these girls
ote khorai at Lambe village.3he is not sure whether the council

will be using her services but however sne has started work
trivelling around giving talks to the people in the neighbouring
villages.

There are no government run schools in the area patrolled
all schools are run by the Catholic Mission,The Catholic Mission
has 3 schools on Garove -Balangori No.1,Balangori No.2 and Lambe.
It also runs a school at Goru on Mundua island.

Figures for all schools as follows.
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Balangori llo.1 wvillage;employs 4+ teachers,Z qualified and 2 unqualified, 1
teaches the following grades-standard 1,2,3. |
Standard One.. total of 26 pupils. 11 boys and 15 girls 1
Standard Two.. total of 30 pupils. 18 boys and 12 girls |
Standard Three.total of 33 Pupils. 7 boys and 26 girls. |
; employs 3 teachers,all qualified.Has veekly ‘
boarders,newly constructed schoolhouse and shower and toilet block.
Teaches standard 2 and %.Also has weekly boarders. i
Standard Two.., total of 37 pupils , 18 girls and 19 boys.
Standard Four.,.total of 68 pupils, 17 girls and 51 boys.

Laggﬁz¥111;gg_;employs 4 teachers,2 qualified,2 unqualified.Teaches .
st ds 1,2 & 3. | i |

Standard Ore... total 19 pupils ,10 boys and 9 girls 4
Standard Two... total 37 pupils, 20 boys and 17 girls
Standard Three.. total 52 purils, 2% boys and 28 girls. '

Goru Village jemploys 4 teachems,? qualified 2 unqualified,teaches
standards 1,2,3,& 4,

Standard One...total 25 pupils,12 boys and 13 girls.

S8tandard Two.. total 25 pupils,10 boys and 15 girls.

Standard Three. total 20 pupils,f boys and 12 girls.

3tandard Four.. total 28 pupils,11 boys and 17 girls.

have ‘
These schools also Breperation classes, There is also a prep.class
run by the Seventh Day Adventists at Kuravu but the school 1s not
recognised by the Government.

Most af all the people on the islands have a reasonable literacy
rate,just about all cen sign their names or write lelters in pidgin.
Those who have learnt ar school teach those who haven't.ill these schools
are marked on the attached patrol map.

Allthe cemetries were inspected and found to be in very good
conaltion and order,

anthropokogicil
The people from the arca patrolled follow a patrilineal

system of inheritance rights and tne social unit is the exteanded family.
Most marry within their own village but taboos are extended to include
first cousins.With most of the present generation better educated
old customs and beliefs are fast dying,traditional costume is almost
non existent alh festive occassions.“os% of all sing-sings that take
place are more of dance than ceremony.lt is very hard to hear stories
about their tabunas as most of these have been forgotten or the younger
people are not interested enough.
4

ECONOMLC DEVELOPMENT cont Special Repork : Roads and Bridges

As one of the purposes of the patrol e was to make a special study
of the roads through Garove island this section is put as separate.
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“RBoads and Bridzes

The section of the road running from
Lama village to Lambe village is an all weather road open to
4 wheel drive vehicles.This section of the road with the exception
where it passes through native reserve is owned solely by Burns Philp,.
All this section of the road is maintained
by the plantations for their own convenience.lhls section of the road
is approx.7 s miles long. From the boundary of Lambe village
the road runs through freehold underdeveloped land owned by Burns
Philp.This secticn of the road is maintained by the villagers of
Lambe and is open to motor bike traffic.This section of the road
is 6 miles léng.Some work has been undertaken by the council with
the installation of 6 culverts from Lambe village to the Boundary
of Langu plantation.The pipes in the section known as Norrls Overpass }
has been completed and all that is required is d for the laying 1
of gn concrete apron to comrlete the work. :
The biggest drawback to the completion
of the work on the road is the steep gradients.fowever with the use
of explosives to raise the road level this really presents no real
problem.ine stecpest gradient would be 1 in 2 about 60 degrees.
it would require either a lot of work
or a complete new survey to find an easier route. Burns Philp at
present will be slarting development o in the area and the ta‘k
may fall to them, At present the road is too steoﬁ for either tractor
or truck transport.There is also a vehicular track running from
Salangori No.,1 village through the mountains and intercepting close
to the Norris Overvnass.the possibility of axpanding this through
would give two accesses across the island.
In all caces there is an ample supply
of good coroneous stone avallable for surfacing.of the road.

The section of tracx linking
the two above villages could never be amkhx anything else but
an access by foot or motor bike. The gradients and hills are far too
steen and numerous.Work has been carried out to make it an all
weather motor bike track.But heavy rain on the steep slopes soon
was out any work.With the installation of at least 20 culverts
the condition could be lessened.The road is at oresent used by
the Catholiev Mission Father to travel about to give services.

Alrxfields.
There are no existing airfields on any of the islands

in the area patrolled.




g

/3

i S §

A — -

There are two religioi: orders ou Garove,silenges,!undua
and Goru islands ~The Roman Catlolic iaith and the Seventh Day
Adventists faith.The Cailholic mission has Deen established at
Balangori No.,2 £ since 1951 and it is at present ste“fed by
Father J.bruger. Ll Seveuth Day people are very smali in N
number total adherents teing only 50 and they are v confined to ¥
tieir owr viilage at Kuravu.The Catholic mission has a considerable |
inflvence with the people in matters of spisitual,ecunomic and §
polit cal consequence more than it actuallj srould have,The v
priest is very interested Lo help the pedple as much as nossible
and has many schemes would like to start.He would Lli'e
to build a domestic scionce s~hool at Goru village,erec. permanent
material houses Lo“ tre peoule,build a rosplite) at Balangcri
and get the vil a s to form business co-ope 'atives.He has comnenced
work on a large cv, a storage shed and is working on a self help
basis aud when conpleted has promised half of the storage c¢o the poop}
of Balangori.He plays an active role in iusiness activities
and is often seeh in his ship C.M.¥LAUS nlyin~ hatwecn vi'la§es
buying ral.lde also makes regular trips to the villeges showing
movies aud holdin_ church services.The misuion is s2lf supporting
and all moni.; are put back into ““e mission.The mission employs
a carpenter,boats crew ana storekeeper for the mission Lrcda stere
on a vegular vasis aad pays them each ¢20.09 per nonth.T:.e mission
also employs casual labour it times especiully during a cocoa fiush,
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she five plantations in the area Langu plumatien is ~
the only ,lantation worcinb with a regular lahour force of
casuals.All the rest of the private nlan;atlwrs make use mainiy
of indentured labour.lnhe manager of Langd pla.i.ation has one
of the .est relationships seen.He works on al. ,gprOaCh i
helping the people and this maintains good relations between himself
a. ~ the people.llere is at times some fridetion between the
cant. et labour and the local villagers but this is mainly minor
and o coreerns wainly ubont WOLION 4
Lue 11n°rers o” the plantations complain that theve 1is
some misrc ~sentation in the reccuiftment of contract lavour,
This is cait.e Ly misquotation of ages shown on the agreement forms
and n a lot of instances many of the contracted labour have to
be given light labour duties as they are too iifirmed to work hard.
They world like tTo sez a visit of a labour officer to straighten
this matter,
‘he following figures of labour numbers and cask income
gained from casual workers is approximate and was taken frou
“lgure given by the managers.
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out app. $5,0C° to casmnals p.a. Has at present 95 contracted
indentured lab-.ers,

Meteo plantation..employs 20 Casuals pe.as.and pays out app . #i,000 !
4

|
Lama plantation..employs on an average p.2.25 casuals and pays r
!

feas Has 66 indenturc. ?““'ncted laoourers.
Illia Planiation... employs 21 casuals p.a. and pays out app.$4,000
pe2s in salaries.das 59 indeubured ccutract labourers. ‘

Hingan Plantation... loys 8 casuals p.a. and pays out app.$1,200 J
pea. das 78 indenitured contract labourers, |

Jel.furec contract Iabourdrs

O'A. 1 -

Tid ;lqn.ahlon... er “13 s 40 casuals n.g.and pays out app.10,000 |
do ‘
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Census
The census was revised but the work was made extremely difficult
due to the fact the* all the figures gained were taken from

the old village books which have remained unused for 14 years.The
ourrent census tax sheets are presumed lost.Several searches were nade for ]
<har. but to no avail.The new sheets were written but as the books
are somewhat omkff outdated births,deaths and ages are pot truely

correct,
All the old village books were Corwarded to Distriet Headquarters

far keeping and the aew books issued to the villagese

2 A

Assistant Patrol Officer.
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JISCELANEQUS
There was only one person accompanying the patrol ?

Constable Nara R.P.N.G.C. This policeman was excellent in the
ions he was dispatched

gerformance of his duties.On numerous occass

o investigate alledged breaches of the peace and returned with a ! ‘

full detailed report. i |
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{ (4) INIRODUCTION
~ The area in which the writer patrolled is parc of the

- 4
0 Ko Bali-Witu census division.It consists of four islands,Garove
S Mundua,Goru and Silenge.The whole island group is seperated
from the rest ol the census division by 20 sea miles.Garove
island is the largest of the group being apr.39 sq.miles ia area.
Mundua island lies to the west myg of Garove and is seperated by
6 sea miles.Goru island isseperated from Mundua island by a small
channel 300 yards wide.There is a very interesting occurence
taking place at Goru,the sea is eroding the face of a cliff and
carrying the rubble along the side of the beach and depositingg
it in the chanrel.l t appears that if this process persists that
the two islands will be linked.Silenge island lies 2 miles s.W.
of Mundua.The mgjority of the population lives on Garove 7 villages
while the other 5 are spread on the other three islands.All the
islands are of volcanic origin,the most noticable being Garove
with small mud pools and spas evident at Balangori No.2 village. el
Garove island itself is horseshoe in shape with a very y
¢eep harbour within i”.s centre at bBalangori No.2 village.
There is a shrp mountaineous ridge surrounding this harbour
and 1t would appear that this harbour was cnce the crater of a
volcanoe,whose southern wall was breached and a ria formed.
: Soil on all four islands is the same,rich volecanic
& loam in some places reaching a depth of 20 feet.The q whole of
‘ all the islands consists of small fertile coastal plains with
A steep mountains rising in the background.The terrain makes
transport facilities very difficult especially in the construction
of any road linkeages. There is no air serviges to the island the
nearest airfield being at Unea island.All traasport between islands
is by sea. The nearest Sub District Headquarters being at Talasea
70 miles by sea.
The.vegetation of the area is now mainly coconut trees
most cf the original vegetation has been cleared for cultivation.
The original vegetation is mainly rain forest with an abundance
of secondary emergence cover vegetation. There is no real commercial
quantities of timber available.
Goru and Silenge are the only two islands in the group
owned solely by the nativex population.
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All islands have emcellent facilities for wharfi
facilities an?l the principle loading areas are located azdgggnngori :
No.2, Meteo plantation (much the same as Balangori a flo volcano

crager) and at Widu.

(B)POQPULATION -DISTRIBUTION AND TRENDS |
The village population register :
is attached in the appendix to this report.The neo-mortalit{ rate
gan not be attached as the census was taken from the old village
books which have remained unused for 14 years.The latest census
|
|

— %tax sheets have been presumed lost,
On all the islands all villages

are linked by a walking track or road.Details are shown on attached
maps.
& i ' There are a large proportion
! of the population absent from the viliages.Most of these ahsentees J
'are the younger generation either at schools outside the district
A | or working in Rabaul.There seems to be a reluctance by these |
v younger people to return to their villages prefering the relative
independence to be had in the larger towns.There is also a large
absenteeism of people working on nearby plamtations.
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" {¢)S0CIAL GROUPINGS
All the villages in the Witu group operate

within the extended family.lhese extended families have one ancestral
head.lumerous family kinship groups exist in each village and
although play an important role o in indivigual co-operation do not
have a large impact in the workings of village affairs as in the

case of clan kinship relationships.

The functional social unit is the extended family.

There is one language spoken throughout the area -Talakomunduavanga
and this language is not understood outside the area by Bola,Bakcvi
or Nakanii people.Although most marriages take place inter village
marriages outside the village are not uncommon and serve to
strenghten ties between the villages,With the emergence of a new
better educated and more sophisticated yohng gemeration mmk marriages
to people from other races is not an uncommon sight.Young men re' *ning
from working in other areas often return with wives.Quite a numbe. of |
persons are married to persons from Pali.However not many of the i

peole from Bali make regular visits to Vitu.

(d) LEADERSHIP
A detailed list of all influential persons on Widu islands

is attached. Although there is no real change evident in the traditional
patterns of leadership gquite a number of the councillors have reached ;
a certain level of education.The appears to be a pattern emerging

of selecting leaders on ability alone and not on presedencesset by ‘
previous forefathers.One of the councillors is a mission teacher, ;

ancther from Widu village Bosboi and driver Lanfu plantation.
At the time the "writer was patrolling the area numerous

complaints were made concernirg the large absenteeism of the younger

generation from the area.The writer was asked WHY, The only real

explanation evident appears to be that the more liberal minded young

do not want to return to the strict regimentation of village life. ,
Miny of the older generation are realising this fact :

starting to lister tc the complaints of these younger pecple,

and

alth n it will be a long time before any of these people become :

influcutial in the village affairs. !
Another problen being faced by all is that of ignorance

of what the council is all about and what is the role of the councillors
The couneillors themselves are not too confident in their own powers '
and uncertain as to howw much authority they actually have.
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gine Kari,..nale.3osbol Langu plantation.Ex luluai.Very arrogant,

pro-admin,pro-council. Very progressive.

2+Valuka Batapute..lraditional leader,no convictions,father was bigman
before.Not impressive,diplomatic.lo business interests
pro-admin., pro-council Progressive

3.l0imu Kelu ,.S5on of luluai Kelu Tonbe,not impressive,pro-admin,pro-counci

4.Tanbi (J Peter) Linge...son of Linge Kamaro,Councillor,educated stand.2
Bosboi 2and w ex driver Langa piantation.Large inlluence
with the people,inclined to changeable moods of opinion.
Pro-council,anti european,pro-governuent,anti D.D.A.

Balangord 10,2 Villace

1. Kauntare Gaulweta..m.30. Touncillor,Catholic lission teacher,not
very influential,spokeman for the mission.lNo

convictions. Not progrer ive.

:

)
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2+ Sialu langi... m.29.Comuitteeman,Businessman,ex P.H.D.hospital orderly;?

no couvictions,pro-adnin,pro-council,Very influential
anti-mission.Progressive.

3e Virio Rulua.s..n.40.Big man organizer of sing-sings,no business imkmres

Interests,Carralous.Pro-council,Pro-admin,

Lama Viliage

1. Katiba Duare...m 45.,Councillor,most impressive of all,ex serviceman
Ex bosboi lleteo plantation,no business interests
Very influential,hard worker,very pro-council
pro-admin.Frogressive.

2e Pia Siune...m. Committee,driver for Lama plantation.No business interes

Influential,pro-admin, pro council.Progressive,

3+ Scatua Siapa..m48.Ex luluai 11 years.lio convictions,no business im
interests.Bosboi Lama plantation.Unbiased.’ro-admin
Pro-counecil.

4. Golipa Bulu..m.29 Caterchist Catholic mission,Progressive,loyalties
lie primarily to mission,pro-admin,pro-council,

N'Dolld Village
1.Dambakva Baira..m.38.Carpenter and driver'committee.convicted

drinking spirit.Captain ''Wanpiece,Ricki' 2 years.
Very pro=-council,pro-admin,.Progressive.

2 Baira Ruku ...m. Casual roustabout,jack of all trades.Convicted
drinking spirit.EBducated standard 2.,Influential
has good knowledge of all family backgrounds.
Progressive and pro-council.

Lambe Village
1+ Ilavahanga Wakolo.m,39 Councillor,educated standard héﬁusinessman

trade store,conviction drinking spirit.Not
iafluential,pro-couneil,pro-admin. Not progressive.

2. Dombi Kavitang. m.48.Employed domestic 10 years Illia plantation
Very impressive,Progressive thinker.Pro-admin

pro =council,
SeKivia Paraga m.48 .ex luluai and tultul 26 years.Pro-admin

owns a tractor .Pro-admin and pro council.
m.33.Caterchist Catholic mission.Not very

4.Kaki Turuki
impressive.Pro-council and gov,

pro=council.Businessman - trade store and copra buyer.

i
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1o Kuagi Ravi m.50.Ex tultul 4 years,no convictions,eX serviceman
influent&al and pro-council,

2+ Halungua loilu.m.50 ex serviceman,committee,no convictions,
no business interests,weak and ineffectual.
Fro-admin and council,

3+ Gabokugi Galito.m.50 ex seviceman,no convictions,driver plantation

pro-admin and council,Progressive,

4, Koroi Kalava m.52 ex lulual 5 years,ex bosboi plantations,
no comvictions,no recal influence,affiliations
hard to assertain,

Silengn Village
29nyears

1.Bara hontare.m 55 ex luluai,convicted 6 mths adultery,Businessman
pro-aamin.and council.Progressive,

Bera Pandie..m.55 ex tultul 29 years,too old to be a great influence
pro=-council and admin,

3« Bia Warungu..m.37 committee,imprison.1 mth.adultery.greatly
influential,pro-admin.and council,

Loredl Village

1. Manila Uleis.m.45 ex luluai 20 years,ex serviceman,influential
not progressive,pro-admin and councii.

2+ Koroi Wuwu m.31 ex tultul 3 years,no convictions,slightly
arrogant.Pro-admin and council.Progressive.

Wakanine Baru .m. Councillor,small business interests,arrogant
no real inlluence,pro-admin and council, ;

3« Tarawere Lamboin.m.Comnittee,no convictions,worked outside
distriet 5 years,captain Peri 5 years.
Influence good pro-admin and council,

Progressive,
LR L A B R A )
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(E)LAND TENURE AND USE
The is a slight copnfusion in trying to determine

land inheritance rights as in many instances many people claim
ownership to one piece of land.It would appear that inheritance
rights are both patrilineal and matrilineai.

No indiviguals hold land on lease from the
&dninistration or Crown although many of the people would like
full titleship to the ground.As 70% of all ground is owned by
private companies the people now feel that all ground on the islands
should be resurveyed and that ground undergevoped by the companies
should be refurned to the mp peaple.

All cash cropping is carried out on a communal
basis but this in some instances is developing into a form
of business co-operatives.In most villagecs Lambe,iorel scme
indiviguals k have banded together and sell their produce through
a group C.M.D.number and all profits are placed into a group village
cheque account.Although at the same time the majority of indiviguals
sell grivatelv to gain an instant cash psyment.The two above villages
have tractors but at present are not working.lhey would like to
buy new tracors and trailers and are now trying to approach the
Development Bank for a loan.

The majority of all arable land has been planted
with coconuts and is at present being planted with cocoa trees.

(F)LLILZRACY.

There are fous Primary Schools in the area and all are run
by the Catholic Mission.All four schools are recognised by the
Government .The schools teach up to standard four and above all
pupils go to schools outside the district.The list of all schools
standard taught and number of pupils is as follows.

Balangori No,1 emnloys 4 teachers.2 qualified,? unqualified,teaches
the following. .
Standard 1. total of 26 pupils.11 boys and 15 girls

Standard 2. " i3 .™ 18 . " N T
Standard 3. " S g » " 26 8
LPLOYS § teachers,all qualified.las weekly boarders

new constructed permanent material schoolhouse and toilet and shower
block.Teaches the following.

Standard 2. total of 37 pupils . 18 girls and 19 boys
Standard 4. " 58 N B it ; Ak
v .employs 4 tecachers,2 qualified,2 uncualified.teaches
the following grades.
Standard 1.total of 19 pupils, 10 boys and 9 girls.

Standard 2. n n 37 " 20 " " 17 "
Standard 3. " " 52 " 2% n " 28 "

Goru Village employs 4 teachers,2 qualified,2 unqualified.Teaches the
the following grades.
Standsrd 1. total of 25 pupils, 12 boys and 13 girls

Stenaard <. » “was " 10 " " 495
Standard 3. " "9 M ek e st R
Standard ¥, " nog M 11 " noqp w

Th 3 scholls also prep. classes,and there is also a prep school
ru.. by the Seventh Day aAdventists at Lhuravu.At all schools mentioned
above lessons are conducted in the emiixh English language.

|
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LITERACY cont
(b) On an average the majority of male population is semi literate

in pidgin englicsh, ilost people on the islands can write their own name
and write poorly constructed and spelt letters in pidgin.

(¢) There are at present 25 persons recciving secoundary Ting
education outside the district.There are 7 receiving form 1 education
12 receiving form 2,2 receiving form 3, 3 receiving form
form 6 education.

(a9 There are no students receiving higher education in Australia.

BTN o Wttt I R | e Y .

(e) There is quite a considerable interest shown in %the newsbroadcasts

from the local Radio stations. It is very rare that a broadcast from
the A.B.C.Pt.lloresby is heard in the village.This type of broadcast
would be grobably be toc sophisticated for the majority.While staying
in the villages the writer was approached on numerous occassions
{or conversation.buring the course of conversation I was asked the
following questions by many people" What is this communism all about,
What is this war in Vietram all about, Why are these people coming
over from West Irian", These questions were asked by the older people
in the viilage and originated from talks they had heard on the radio.
There are 71 radios on the islands,an average of 6 per village.

() SIANDARD OF LIVING

Most of the people in the villaiss have acquired
cooking utensils and saucepans of european origin,
have acquired kerosine cocking steves and quite a number have
proper bedsteads with matresses.On no occassion were people sighted
wearing traditional clothing.
Only a fwe of the people have anything much in the
way of european goods outside the house. There are two 1.F.135
model tractors on the island both of which are at present not
running.There is one 90 c.c. Honda motor bike owned by the mission
employed storekeecper at Balangori No.2 village.There are 38 push
bikes on all the islands and people own hand operated sewing
machines.There is also a work bozat owned by the village of Widu
but is now unserviciable.There are no outboard motors owned by
any of the people.llurricane and pressure lamps are very plentiful
arouné all of the villages.
(b) The staple diet ol the people is still home grown foodstuffs;
taro,yams,mac-l and fish,with the occassioral supply of europeau
1ntroduce& and grown vegetables.The biggest seller in all of the
trade stores is rice kerosine and tinned fish the people prefering
the tinned variety as it contains more oil.
The council has taerx trained one young girl from
Lambe village in welfare work and she is at present around giving
talks to all those interested.3he requested further assistance from
(the council to buy equipment.

(E)LISSIONS
There are two religious orders in the area-The Catholic
Mission and tne Seventh Day Adventists.The latter is very small

in number and is mainly confined to the village of Kuravu on Mundua

1sland.The majority of people 97% claim adherence to the Catholic
Mission., The mission c“ation is located at Balangori No.2 and

the priest in chkxge charge is Father J.Drnger.The mission employs
15 indigenees teachers at all it's schools, On the mission station

itself it employs 1 carpenter,i captain for the C.M.Klaus,1 storekeep

and pays each of these persons $20.00 per month.The mission school
at Balangori has recently erected 1 permanent material schoolhouse
and a toilet and shower block at a cost of $°0,000.,The mission
also runs a work boat C.M.KLAUS.All these enterprises are paid

for from the copra produced and kaghkt bought from the people.

Apart from thece acquisitions the Father also owns a private

speedboat. There is no apparent conflict between the two religious
orders and prefer instead to live in peaceful non-co-existence.

e —— e e
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‘ — The Catholic lission is the strongest political
: B and sczlal forces on the islands of Witu.Clhe mission virtually ‘ |
— *uns the soeial and private lives of the people.The local priest
is constantly seen around the villages conducting marriage
ceromonies or holding religious instruection, |
lHe is very keen to see the people attain development <
3uickly and gives them all great encouragement.The mission has
inanced the construction of a large bulk store at St,Michael
and has promised the people of Balangori half of it's storage
facilities if they help build it.The priest would also like
to start a domestic science school at Goru village.The mission
is aleso very interested in all matters concerning local governmenrt,.

é

(1)NQUsLIDIGENTS |
There are five privately owned plantations om the t

islands and all are stafied by europeans.These plantations
are discussed in detail below,

!

R A T Y T '8 N

AlV on |
Owned by lir.P.Coote of Rabaul,B85% acres. 1

Plantation manager-ir.D.Doyle,Plantation assistant-lr . B.Hook. -
Eroduction Figures ..Copra 854 acres planted...480 tons Pg2e 1
- Cocoa 655 " " 0es .
Coconut Trees Has at present 32,000 bearing coconut trees
. " " 10,000 newly planted trees 1
Cocoa Trees Has at present E%,OOO bearing trees ?
18 14 »000 newly planted trees. |

The plantation has 2 lassey Ferguson 135 tractors f ‘
2 Honda 90 c.c. Motor bikes ‘ |
1 Lighting plant 3 KVR i
% Stationery work engines 6-10 h.p. ‘ |
| 1 Sears mecnanical dryer 3 tons cap. !
1 Tvla mectanical dryer 1} tons cap, |
1 Kiln dryer 1% tons cap.
1 Sears direct fired

cocoa dryer 3 tons cap. s

All produce is loaded to ships from surf boats. i
aApart from the plantation, a trade store is also run and !
this enterprise has a $20,000 gross turnover.The plantation employ 5
an av.ofqhorcgﬁuals p.a.and pays out $10,000 in salaries, ,
Ovned by Burns Philp 870 acres.
Plantation Manager Mr,J.Baldwin.Enploys 95 indentured labourers. ‘

. 25 casual Jabourers
Salaries for casuals app. $6,000 p.as

¥ Copra W70 tons pe.a. I
Cocoa 105 teas p.as
Coconut Trees...Has at present 40,000 bearing palms

26,000 newly planted trees

Cocoa Trees ...Has at present 103,000 bearing trees.

£lantation Lguipment

The plantation has..3 M.F.tractors

Honda motor bike
Landrover

lighting plants Lister
twin Lister engines.
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Owne Yy Burns Philp. ) acres
Plantation manager..lfr.P.Rees.Employs 0 indentured labourers
) casuals labourers
Salarles paid for casual labour ’ ePele
Eroduction Figures Copra..850 acres nted..34%0 tons p.a.
J0C0a o+ 20 tons p.a.
Has 30,000 coconut trees ring,5,000 newly planted trees
Has 100,020 cocoa trees partly bearing.
!
aquipment
H . The plantation has ..2 M.F.tractors
& 1 Honda motor bike
H Lighting plant Lister 1.5 KVR
i 1 fhe plantation has one deep water wharR and loads all produce
; from Lama plantation and Illia plantation and also native sold produce.

- - ‘ J;I.]ﬁzs-..

- ' LLLIA PLANTALION

- ———

e l Plantation manager...
&

E Salaries paid to casual
p—

3 Has 30,000 coccnut trees
Has 00,000 cocoa trees

e
2 T i an b o 4o
£ ,u*“nﬁnt 40€e ;Jl wantat
-
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& All produce shippe
drying and storage.
-y
2 S_J_‘:AJ- LJ -A;Aﬁbnig‘--oJ\z‘;- k

Uvmed

ceylon copra dryers
Fuel dryer cocoa
>moking sheds.,

55 indentured labourers
21 casual labourers

- :
i e\Tell

Production Figures ...Copra.. )O acres .anted. 330 tons

ion hasees2 F.tractors
1.Honda motor bike
1.Lighting plant (Lister) 1.5 iVR
1 Ceylon Copra dryer.
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NGORL
Owned by the Catholic mission,
| B Overseer...father J.Bruger.

Production...20tons copra Pp.as 1,500 vearing coconut trees.

f ( Equipmente.os

| 3 The mission has...1 Honda 90 c.c. motor bike

' 1.Work boat..C.lM.{LAUS
2.Lighting plants,
1.Speedboat und outboard engine
1.Irade store.

The mission station although small makes an annual new profit
from sale of produce and trade store profits of $2,000 p.a.

(J)COMUNICATIONS
Roads

See accompanying map,all roads are shown.ill roads through
ﬁlantatiors and from Lama village to Lembe village are opea to
wheel drive vehicular traffic.The road from Lambe village to
the border of Langu plantation is open tc motor bike traffic only.
The road joining Dalangori No.1 village to that of No.2 village
is open to metor bike traffic also.

There are two deep water(20') wharves one at Balangori No.2
and the other at Meteo plantation.The village of Widu has
half completed a wharf at the Rural Health centre.It has beer construc
-ted from stone and is awaiting the arrival of materials before
completion,

There are no airfields or. any of the islands in the area patrolied
The nearest airfield is at Unea island Bali app 30 sea miles distant.
, Thee have been moves to select a site on Garove island and I believe
R three sites have been chosen.

(K)ZECENICAL AND CLERICAL SKILLS 2
From figures gained there are the
follewing trained personnel listed in the census books.

9 carpenters,9 drivers,1 mechanic,% vlumbers -Trades

24 teaches ., Fifteen of whom work in the mission schools the
| remaining nime residing outside the district.

’ Of the nlumbers all work on the plantutions and only 1 is
certified. a4ll the drivers are employed by the plantations.
* The mechanic is reding cutside the area and the plumbers work
\ odf the plantations with the exception of one who is at present
\‘ in Rabaul.
{

There are 2lso two policenen..one is at precent stationed in Rabaul
the other ls stationed in Wewak.
There are no taximes trained clerks on the island.
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I'ne Rurai Development Officer Tor | sea 1s at present on patrol

in the a'ea and will be doing a tre ount ¥ igures will be

availakl e from him upon his return.

(p) produce sold in shown in the production f*gures of section

I of this report.

(c) The Rural Development Officer 11 ot be sulted at ¢t

time this report was being written 3s ras away on patro
211_Witu,

{(d) There are no mark lening EmExX enterprises lertaken

etables
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¥ o (M)LEE ECONOIY OF LI AREA.
oR ) " X&) At present there are co-operatives formed in the area.There

is however attemptc being made in certain villages f t» form
business corporations made up of 15 or so businessmen.lhe operate
through a group C.M.B.nuuber and sell all produce direct to Rabahl.
They work communally murketing each others crops and combining
their produce. The two villages onerating this system at present
are Lambe and fLorei,and they have savings of $300 and $200 respectively
They are saving so %hat they may eventually buy a new tractor.
There is certain resentment in the village but this is mainly
jealousy by those too lazy to work as hard.

(g) There are no outstanding businessmen in the area,with the exception
perhaps of one Tomautu Lingei from Goru village w O operates a trade
store.His trade xm store would be on a par with any of it's european
man%igd counterparts.He allows no credit and has a large net turrnover
profit.

(h) The only saving bank agency in the area is that at the Catholic
Mission at Balangori No.2...t is cihntrolled solely by the priest.
The writer found difficulgy in trying to assertain amounts of money
deposited in the accounts.However one of the mission teachers has
$1000 saved.

(1) There appears to be no apparent difficulty encountered by the
people to meet their tax requirements.

(j) Frow the imformation avec'lable for collation the average cash
income would appear to be app. $183.00 p.a.

(N)poss

(a) One of the biggest problems facing the people in any further
development of the area is that of land shortage.Private companies
own P0% of all land on Garove 2nd Mundua islands.3ilenge and Goru
islands are the only two islands owned solely by the people,however
both these islands are small in area and have little suitabie arable
land available.The people from Balangori No.1 and Lama are

at present squatting on land owned by Burns Philp.

(b) The solution to the above problem lfes in further diversificition
of present cash crops and the introduction of new cash crops.There

is still ample amount of ground remaining that is unplanted e with
cocoa.,

(¢) As most of all labour employed on the neighbouring plantations
still remains to be indentured,a labour shortage in the villages
is not evidlent.

(d) The introduction of new cash crops could also give a slight
boast o the economy of the area.Such crops as vanila,peppers
could perhaps be attempted.The facilities for outiets are good
with excellent wharfing facities located throughout the area.

There is abundant suppliec of fish in the area examplified by
the fact that foreign fishing vessels are often seen throughout
the area.ihe introduction of forestry industry would be infeasible
due the small amount of land available.However the position would
make it ideal for teak.

(e)The biggest drawback to any developmental project lies in the
avtitide of the people.They become very entheusiastic zbout
“evelopusent so long as it is dine for them.But when hard work ic xm
recuired their keeness dies.They believe more in their co-ordination
of ideas.There is however a small percentage of the people who
are very interested to try anything new and work hard.The people
at Goru sre prime examples, hey are the most industrious of all
the villages.

The Rural Development Officer will be shortly returning from
a visit *o this area and the writer will breach him with thése ideas.
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; Appendix 1. Map of Area patrolled,complete with surplus map of Lama
i A plantation, |
SE AN
) :1 Appendix 2. List of Council development projects undertaken and 4
and completec in the crea. |
Appendix 3, List of population village register, 4
’ Appendim 4, A copy of patrol instructions issmued. |
\
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Assistant Patrol Officer. |
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67=1=1 sub=bistrict Office,

des* New Dritain bistrict.

14%th June, 1969.

Hre R.H, 'l‘ophll.
Cadet Patrol Ufficer,

TALASEA.

PATROL INSTRUCLIONS - BALI-RITU C.D.

In accordance with our discussions, please prepare
to depart om a patrol of Witu(larove) aud Ningau lslands of
the Brli-Witu Census Division.

2e The principal objects of your patrol will be the
revision of census and the preparation of the new type
Census-Tax Koll-Roll of ctlector sheets for each ceansus unit.
vefer file 14-1-0,

3. spart from that work, I require you to give attention

te the following:-

{a) napect the Witu vehicular road so that you will be
able to give me a detailed report of acy bridges,
culvarts, grades, etc., that rejuire repair azd/or

construction. <hen Jetermining the conditisu of any

secticn of road ascertain who is the owner 9\ the
land through which it passes. This is necessory as

s0 much of the island'e road network crosses privately

owned preperties., Kefer file 10-5-8, folio 19.

(b) Inspect all vil ages and fellow up any iustructions
that may have been given.

(e) Cheek all Council prejects - water jumps, wells, etc.,

that may bave been comstructed, or are under way or

proponed and provide me with a detailed list on your

return.

(d) From discussions with the people ascertain what they

sonsider are their essential needs and reguirements
with the view to determining what matters should be
rlaced before the Bali-ditv: Council for atteationm,
and what matters for .dministration action.

(2) visit the Hural Health Zentre and ascertain the degree
of assistance and co-operaticn being giver the Urderly

in Charge. OUbtain numbers of patients.

(f) it every centre make time available for genersi

discussions of a political education nature. .ncourage the

people to ask questions about matters that may be
causing them concern.

g/ ndecvour to settle any minor disputes or probleas
that may be brought before you for action. List
any cases requiring Court action for attention by
the next Magistrete %o visit the area.
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(h) L.ndeavour to locate a man named ‘Alois' -~ other
names unknown - who reportedly lives at Lambe Village
and who travelied to Witu ox Rabaul on the last trip
of the M.V. "Faulus”,. Rabaul Felice allege that this
man stole & 4 baad transistor radie from a member of
the orew of another vesse) in Habaul. Flease notify
me by radio if yvu find him,

{1) locate lLinga Kamaro of Pidu Village and pay him his
pension for the period 26/4/69 te 20/6/69 - B weeks
@ $2.00 per week = 516,00

(j) Visit all schools and note the numbers of teachers,
graces and pupils,

(k) Visit the Catholic Hission at Balangori. The Farish

+—1 Friest may be able to arrange your movesent to and
from Ningau lslard on his workboat.

(1) Vieit all private plantations and provide assistance
to the hManagers, if sought on any official matter,

(m) LEndeavour to obtain figures of native produced copra -
— ! prices obtained per 1b, and normal marketing
procedure.,

he 1 have not set a time liait on this patrel. The
prineipal task is to do a proper Job im the field and then
write a report that sets down accurately whau ie happening
in the area and what should happen in the future. I seek
- F firm proposals for the development and overall improvement
of the area.

i Se You will be sccompanied by Constakle Nare, Take a
- L patrol advance of 100,00 to cover payments for cances and
sarrisrs., ive me advance notice by radio when you

- - anticipate completing the patrol so that arrangements for
i your movement back to Talasea may be organised.

X 6o Upon your return you will be required to subait an
- - Area .tudy and iituatiom “eport in accordance with D.D.A.
s Circular 67-1-0 of 21st June, 1968,

7e Jo met hesitate to comtact me by radio at any time
7 T Af you feel that the situation is such that it warrants my
\ ] attention.

8. 1 wish you an enjoyable and suecessful patrol.

y %

.
T (G.¥.Booth)
»

N
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