
1961-1 

f!imed l7fjtor the Nattonat Archives of Papua New Guinea 
Port Muesby 1995 

Sole Custodian: National Archives of Papua New Guinea 



 

 

Papua	New	Guinea	Patrol	Reports	
 

Digitized	version	made	available	by	

 

 

Copyright:	Government	of	Papua	New	Guinea.		This	digital	version	made	
under	a	license	granted	by	the	National	Archives	and	Public	Records	Services	
of	Papua	New	Guinea.			
	
Use:		This	digital	copy	of	the	work	is	intended	to	support	research,	teaching,	
and	private	study.			
	
Constraints:	 	 This	 work	 is	 protected	 by	 the	 U.S.	 Copyright	 Law	 (Title	 17,	
U.S.C.)	 and	 the	 laws	 of	 Papua	 New	 Guinea.	 	 Use	 of	 this	 work	 beyond	 that	
allowed	by	“fair	use”	requires	written	permission	of	the	National	Archives	of	
Papua	New	Guinea.		Responsibility	for	obtaining	permissions	and	any	use	and	
distribution	of	 this	work	 rests	 exclusively	with	 the	user	 and	not	 the	UC	San	
Diego	Library.		
	
Note	on	digitized	version:	A	microfiche	copy	of	these	reports	 is	held	at	the	
University	 of	 California,	 San	 Diego	 (Mandeville	 Special	 Collections	 Library,	
MSS	 0215).	 	 The	 digitized	 version	 presented	 here	 reflects	 the	 quality	 and	
contents	 of	 the	 microfiche.	 	 Problems	 which	 have	 been	 identified	 include	
misfiled	reports,	out‐of‐order	pages,	 illegible	text;	 these	problems	have	been	
rectified	whenever	possible.		The	original	reports	are	in	the	National	Archives	
of	Papua	New	Guinea	(Accession	no.	496).				
	



[Volume 10]

[10]











of Mr. explanation is attached. 







lABl t 



















67-5-1 

(•) ~ otfioez-la-clMtrp state• 1a the cnerinc 
.... that •u oarr1e9 t tM a111 ~ a 
--·~ ooaol; • • Ill' ... _ll' • 
report ~tlW!A!!! .aard •b ot cu a+ 

l1M iiifl:.a, 1n .,,,_ -· u hut 
nothillg to clo 1rl ~ apprehedioa of 
the -.N.ere~ la taot 1i 1• aot a~ all 
clear n t lie 41t 4o, noeV-. ~ Wo 
atatnea~ that w1U.-• !la4 foun4 a4 
barlM of lU. teo.a..a. PleGM 
•P · • wltll h.11 4•'-ila of tli1 ianat
ipU• 1rraclia\el.7 U I Oe1l Cleu DOt"QA..u. · 
w!Miuaenr tram the npOri. Wbat were the 
~---· of •••~· Where an tM 
all~ imrt•ren now? 



- 2 -

l wov.14 appnoi&te 7our at 
a'Hft •"t•r u llOO u pl!Nlt le pleue. 

Olaill tor CaapbC illovu.oe 1•· returnff. 
for 1our •.A:l!~ .. tue• oa n••n•. 







!111•1•7 Sth 
.,. \Sp ,.,.,. 6tb 
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Cll&J) B&a..C t 

l I U I 0 A Sub-Metric"• 
~ \era ila'\riot, 

24\h Ka7, 1962. 

3. t .. 1• pl tac 9.. t the nnm' wi wboia ,.. ban1 
.. "'1».11 T""7 fri•cll7 acmtao t YOluateered aa oa.rrt-., 1'9it 

-.11 H:N. It ie &lao pleuing that t llJJ9lB ban -·-,, 
oleolnc tu be-.- the S!llCndD fJe-C p aal ai&.w, 
,.,.. Oil their owa wuaun. 

4. Oil pap l pc-•• 2 Irr. tou, peak1n• ot -;;u ltJPl!I, uaM • 
~••1 "alt~ not Oval# hcf:t!l~ t9 ~ :=.~· ete. !! 
\Id• u llMllt ~ !ap).t &t t~ IUnD aclop'\e4 a lli• whiola oou.lcl 
'be 1nteriee'M4 as boat l•t but no'.\ OT9rtl7 , th• I Wnk he 18 
lllaia'Nrpret!Jig u att 1 \ucSi on pa.rt of th• • •a:t. pri•i in 

ple wlaic 1a o poua 4 of hJn· •• awe, aa4 _.... tear. In lllJ' 
owe a.11ap 1'1 th.ns• peopl I ban enoomterecl not tile alighteet 
naeatt C>f hoe'\111"7, d mUonoci 1D. 1Jle t ia ••?-Ort, 
'hetz. oodi e v1 -vie the .A.kiniatraU 1e inore lng dailr, 
eo that there le ner1 hope ot t clsYelnping a pnui er p 
101&].'7 *t the aiu ancl prinoi l of ~· A strstion. 
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Thur day, 22nd. i · eh. 

Friday;, 23rd. 

S& urday, 24tb.Ma eh. 

Sundq, 25th. • 

Mon4af, 26tb. arch. 

- D~par.:ted ~iunk 7.45 
11<>tor. 'roposed ePrlv s 
ngin• tro bi. • P oee , l up :1 R1 ver ) reached 

El val.a-Fly R~ver ~unction 11. • P oceeded 
th 1 l vala R1 er. ...·:-.:i.. 1.1ed J goroa i. ... at R se 

4.~o p • Sl p• Sogor~ • 

Also departed Ki ·iga b road a 11 of 35 carrl
l>Ore 

IWd 
er1 a eo panieCl by Cpl., D&ivi end Con• • 
or ~he R. P .. c •• C n!t.. '~or• 6 ea ri ra 

.M.A. cc~ panie aalt 

- A.vdted arrival ot oarr 
s t 'new' SOgor • 

ot r 1 •• 

lf per 
o oa. 

esday, 27tli. · re:h. - 3p nt at ih a1 a 
cargo. . r1 ed 2.30 
t r and cargo 

t · ll no a 1 gn of G&rr er•. SOil• 
l rt at Re•t o • or carri rt 
arrive. 

ednasday, 28th. rch - D T)arted Biha· 

Th r.da , 2 h. eh -

id y, 3 th. r 

•• 





TE RiTORY NEW GUIN 

17t . ctob r. 1961. 

The Di tric fficer , 
e tern Di tr c , 

JL_. 

This 
th patr l; bot will p obab·y ~ea!h 
time. y ahou.ld go fo o you from 
&tau~ servi ce o! the 26th Octo 

report syste~ will p obably rcve the M re 
the lo g nm .... e it · alva 
. nt details on tbe ra io. 

of the v 
ned with t e 
b? iv1'c ride 
f 0und th t 
the comparative merits 
Vi Of 
th people 4 th 
to deacrib " 
mcr or l~ae narr 

1. 1 ASU AIRST IP Sl..,;_. 

Jt0l lged to 
sit b ea~ 
-1te after 

forwarded frcJ 
t the a 

the 



-.. __ ,, 1 .h . April. - k t 

1 5th. p:ril .• 

ay, 16 th • ril • 

Tu Id 1, 17tl1 • 

' 19th. l.p 11. 

Pr1 

at a7, 21st. 

• s1 pt Bue c 
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Two p~lioe constables whom I sen J to find this m~ return d r 
~eturned t0 tte base camp three days later, and sait they ' 
had been una' le to discover his hiding place. Sarg nt GIVERI 
then vo~unteere~ to take t o other cone~ables and !iD4 the 
man. Both. Ar* Henderson and Sargent SIVEBI returned to the 
base-camp 'n the 4th of October 9 each sue~ aeful. We now had 
MOTU - PA.RE - SUPEI - DABA 1tlterpretation. It watJ necessary 
to w tch these men closely all the time to prevent them runn
ing away. 

For the ~ x~ three aye t a c-arriera made 
sg,go in prep-- ~~tion for the visit to the I.AlU.WA: site. { I 
have ment oned before that we are fortunat~ in havin8 a ver1 
large o swamp hand,y to t.he baee-cam • .Local toodatut:te 
are ao sca~ce that I doubt if the ~u.rv~y could r. ally be 
propo _ ly conducted ~"i th.out wel _ crgan:ue r '" gu.lar a.ir-
drops J. 

On the 9th, Monday, the lef the 
base-camp and crossed the STRlCKT·A!ID ( we have made a nu•bor 
ot canoes at the croG ing place n•~ the CECILIA junction). 
From the STRICKLA!ID the patrol proceeded to the SUP. I h.aal•~~ 
of GWIRIBI A and IANIBIBI•, reachin8 TIDIBBI, and stopping 
pla~e for t~e night, after eight houre alk: ( eee Mc · idea 
patrol map). Fortunately the cane bridge we had construct~d 
over the DAMA.: I river on our T1ait to the iOMAD eite, had not 
been cut by the local people and ve were able to oaa wiih
out delay. We hlMi alread7 atab1ishad good con~ac~ with the 
people of thi a.rea, and they seemed quite pl•aeed tQ •• ua 
back. Howeverwe were not able to p chase ttnough tood for 
the carriere, and it vas necaseary to ~es~ aaao aade at the 
base-camp. Moet of the food which vas offered fo1 sale vae 
either bananas or coconuts, not a very good valkiJlB di 

At TIDIEBl we found a DAB.l. aan who said 
his illage was INA.BI ( see McBridee ~P } and he cffered 
to tak us on t t ere the folloviDg morning. 

This - proved a• good aa his voN Mnd 
arrived at SINABI &bout 1330 the ne~t afternoon a!tera even 
hour walk, p .eei~ en route the ha.tl'lete of BOitJ:SUBI ( SUPBI ) 
and StSIOBI ' DABJ. ) • 

Once again th re was only banan.aa J.:nd coco-
nuts at tM.e aml.et, d i" as necessary to issue sago. In 
addition we ),ad the grateet difficulty convincing the ST I 
people thatwe wanted to :t'ollou McBridas old track to I.. ~, 
l· o •• ,-one d nied any knowledge of McBrides route, and evsn of 
IA.NA ABU. Finally one man ag:':Sed to take :u.e in the app:r x
ima te direction and we set out at 630 the next morning. Atte1• 
h~f an hour' a wa.lk:, i . t va.e o-;.,viocis this rr.an was leading ua 
not o· rards IANA.WA5'U and the strip ai te, but to the NOMAD 
ri irer and BI.AMI terr tory .. He was eventuall convinced that 
we did not wien ~o )roceed ~ this direction and we headed 
off ENE up the NOMAD river. After three houra of thia ve 
ca.D£e across a ma.n building a hpuee in the bush who, gettiDE 
o~er the initial fright, said he was a DABA man from IA.NAWABU 
and that h~ uld ~ake us ther~. This as a real stroke of 
li.;ok. Thi he dia, putting us on McBridee old trac:k. W then 
f ollowered dovn his ~ra~k f o~ abou an hour and camped n he 
bush 11 th mid l e of the rea indicated by McBride ae the 
othe airstrip poe ibili ty. he ·walk ~rom IN.a.BI had taken 
ix hours, and a~art .rom I NA ASU wae all 1· _inhabited rain 
ore et. Myself and :~r Rend raon spent the afternoon a11d the 

foll wi. day wa.!J..king over ~he area. Neither. of us was i.m
pr~ssed by ·he ait and it was iD. e ately apparent that th~ 
NO p_. site wa.s much superior from the poin't of vie of t to 

c r L.lg pro lema invol -;ed. 



lo1ii4 Patrol. Post, 
liunsa SUb•lliatriot, 
ill!trn Dir\glitt. 

ril, 1962. 

Oii the ~urn of he t1'0 otticera roa the No d trol P ~t the patrol 
was a s lit , as 22 oarri•r• 118N s .. nt bae to Debapar wit th• 

o t • coll etio l ot 600 lb•. ot f~ to be b ought by; Ce11na fl'Om Lake 
Murrq. 
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a description of the site. 

~ I 

/ ' 

First of all, it should be said that McBride 
ciid not survey, or sake any atte1!lp to survey, this sit • He's 
report is merely the im.preaaion raceived tram walking through 
the area en route to the :BIA.Kl~ He had elep the previous 
n.1 ~t in th DJ.BA hamlet ot SIOMtE ( slept SIMOil on the me.p ) 
and he wallted to ilLAMUS.l ( now deserted ) to I r 'WASU ( popul
ation bout 15 ~ to a camp site in the bush on ., south b~ 
of the lfOJUD. He euggeated it m;t,qt be a possibility. What 
he said in fact waa • from the small BIAMI homestead of 
IABAWASU to the river ltae~ are located three good atretchoa 
ot flat ground, which coul.4 be conTerted into C Sil~ atri 
A good ee..rch 1n thia l~t named area might looat a UOUGLAS 
atrip ••• " 

We did not find a.:iythins remotely ree .. bl1ng 
e DOUGLAS prospect, nor did we find a "B" claaa atrip. Thi 
beat that c'att b$ aa14 is that there are t ar three CICS 
poea bilitiee 1.a thie location. Oertai~, if better at ip 
proapecta do exist, th~:r are not o~Tioue, and becauae tr 
the ~,ry tirat iapreasi~na the •~ nite seems so much th~ 
ltette • prospect, we co aider d 9. reall.:r painstaking search to 
be ... warnmte4. 

The country between IAKAW.ABU h811let 
NOMAD river ie \UlQvl.:at~, vithou~ ~ sharp ridgea. :Jmall, 
18T8 t tchea- fall a~ into creek• an all&ll tributar~ a 
ot the · 1M.lD, o&ce •'-JO awaape. Bveey like~:r wot-kill& ~nl 
patch •• ilrrit•!;fat peterecl out aft r 400 or 500 Yard• , elv 

ott o • •. •Pre•alona ar cneka b• .1 uco. If a 
M claae atrip 4o• eXist, it would b a aatt r ot ·~i.DC
otf" t e IeYei &r9aa before fal.11.Jlg a~ ~nto swamP, or 
epreasion. Proa the engi eer1.ns int ot view, thi aite 

seems to •• to be inferior in eTen "~ to the NOMJD aite. 

l'u.rthe:rmore, it ccml.d not b~ ju~tif1e4 on 
cor o~ oen*ral t:r, &a giving the beet acc•a• »0 th ma1 

odi · of population. Th• whol• area thro h the atrip •it• 
ie an uninhabited "no man' a land'' coverod 1n de e rain tore• " . 

Pirom IJJl&WASU t ere are no peop~e right 
throup to th• first Bl!MI haaleta n the southe . Aide of 
the HOIUD. Bor le 'here ~thi~ to the north. !hie at -
ion can only b gueaeed at, but from Clancy'• report it aeems 
to be DAB.A, acattered. 

• aain SIFWI d DA:BA populations l • 
We•t of !j,IAWASU, and the B!AMI groups to the a. 
0ther side of the IOl'U.D. !he NO 1te off .~ 
good accea to thea. 

lood was again ver, ehort in thie area. 
~· only peorle •~arlity, the I .. W.ASU people, bought ua a 
few bananas, and tle lae~ ot the ago from the base-camp vae 
issued. Nevertheletff, I eaw eno, of this site in two days 
to satisfy me that t ! e NOMAD is the logi~a.l choice for the 
patrol post. 

Th next day the petrol began th retu,rn 
trip. W toot a elif ~tly different route this ti , waking 
a sh~rt- ·~t from SI~OAE to 8ISIOBI vh~r w camped. Again 
barely eno'U,6h food for the carriers. From ISIOBI we roll
owed the old track back to GWil IBI A and camped wear!Jy 
in the bush. Bad tc issue ri~e to supplement the ew ba.hanas 
and oconut . · ght in. Tha fol1 owi day, the 1 th \... c-cober, 
the patrol arrived back at th ba e-cA.mp. 



2. 

pl• u poasiblo. Thie new plan, under 
able &ni 1 t was ti:r•t thought at new car.1 r1 could be obt•..1ned 
each \'ill ·g• th .retore br1nc1ng the ••~vie•• ot the• people to a min
i • But owing to the lllall and acattored population it vaa ~•c•••&J7 
to hold onto some of these ca?ri•r• ror some two or thr .. 4 1. In thia 
11S}lt the "'•r1·i• 11t ion w a bad u at thie p icular time 11a1t o tb• 
'ab • bodied' le population had mana ed o ~ _.., fro , he .~ r vill 1•1 •• 
for a imltitu • ot reaaona. ·rhe tw obtainM worked well and enabled the 
pa rol to keep on the move moat ot th ti••· 
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2. EAST STR.C~ PA~ROL POST - THE SlTB. 

McBride had a fair look at tr country to 
the East t?.fJthe STRICKLAND. Speal:ing in hie report of 
station ~ airstrip si tee he said ,. . . . onl, two areas were 
seen ere good AIRSTRIPS sites exi t". He was o course 
referring to the NOMAD and IANA Ab"tl sites. 

' This patrol was inr~truc ed to investigate 
each of he sites and to repcrt upon their euitabilit7. 
Such a report hould pay attention not only to locatio 
the eng n ering point of view, but fro th Administrat 
point or view also. Nov concerning the latt r _c int ot view, 

cBride had th1a to aay, d I q~~te~~··· 

" L patrol poet c~ted at the .lIRBTRIP 
SITE at the NO tA.D and HAMAM river could in till• con r 1 the 
east ST ICKLA.ND tri b e and the PA P1·om the AIRSTRIP SITE 
it is approxilnately 30 m lee to the KAURI$ range and the 
h adve.texs of the E.lST BllTOUL and 40 miJea to the MULLBR 
BAliliB an the KOROBA SUB-;DIS!lUCT BOllDD. The NOMJ.D riV'er 
si i . ecommended in prefu•snoe to a BOS.lVT. post, reconun
ended by .. BUTLER, as lt is more centrally located and th 
pop ation in the ilmDediat• vjoinity appeare to be more 
oonLJentrat d. We cannot get at this population ~ffectively 
from either, KIUNGA, LAKE MtmRAY or LAKE ICUTU-BU "· 

Having now aeen both the sites myaelf, I 
can onl..1' 88¥ that I entirely agree with these remarkr of 
McBri4ea. :Prom either point of view, that o~ the eng neer 
or the ldm,cistrator, the NOM..lD siie 1• the better one &n4 
is 1QC1~ the site for 1..ne P£trol Poet. In case you may 
etill ha • e doubt co~~erning the latter point, that is, 

e euitabil ty of the lccatio as an Administrativ cent a, 
let me aa.y that there eho d be no worries on thia ec~re. 
On the 001trary, I think the NOMAD site is ide ly o ntral. 

Reme ber that ... "'cBride in his remarks 
includes the PARE, ar1d I th1- that ve ttou:i.d be Wise to 
include it in all our thinkin , of thir, area. At the mom n 
the P,ARE is controlled ( or Not cont· .... olled) from LAKE MORR.AY. 
The base-camp is 10 days walk awa !rom that station. ~s 
you would expect, the PARES a.re ~uite as "bushy" ae their 
tr. ende the SUPEIS an DAB.AS. 

If we are going to set up a PatrolPoet 
in this area thea obviously the PARE shouJJbe included in 
its territory, for mora real A.dminietr tion than will ever 
be possible from Lake Murray. If then, w·e d_ w a line from 
the top of the ELBVALA i;iver to 1· OUNT BOSAVI, and another 
line from the CECILIA river to the ~IOMU river, these lines 
bisect the centres of population and we find that they cross 
Yery near to the ·01'1A.D site. In addition we et not forget 
the ILIBU, GEBUSI, DINUK AEB · and other people south of the 
REN 'OU"'L rivers who wilJ. eventually be adminis tertd frcrn. the 
pc..st. At present nobody seems to know very much about. .. he 
but they are there, and shoul:-l not be ignored. 

e ere -v~· sited by some GEBUSI people 
while at th 0J.·1AD sit who indicated they came from a villag 
some hours • the south. ini tr ion in 1 UP.n e can be 
spread fQl - ise from the O•i.AD te to eigh brown l:ng
ui~tic groups somethi~ like this -
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• 
CNaaing are AnT major pr blllla, except fi ~ 
en a l ra• quanit,. t cargo 1• to be mov ... 



l doubt if we could find 
and on top of it al1 we 
moTe rurther eaai to tb 
paptr; to , , woul:d not olll.1 be moving t a eh ~ nferior 
ata~ion &1'~ atr1t •it~, but would ~ aovine &1fa1 froa, not 
toward.a, the ·real heart of the BAST STlUOJCT·••D. 

••• ~hen, lfithout belabottr1D6 the subject 
tur'f;her, are the reasons why ! re.eoamend, along with McBri e, 
th• NOMAD - a.&.MAM site aa the site fo. e Patrol Poet to 
control the BAST STRIUKLAID region~ 

On the ea.at side of the STRIC'ILARD, friend
ly contact hae been established with the SUPII, D.lBA and 
GEBUSI people. T,he1 have all been wi ing enolli,b to help 
the patrol, and we had not so much di!ficult1 tbie cime 
finding gu.idee. Howeverf food remains a problea. We were 
neYer abla to buy real.17 enough, and what was otte1ed was 
mostly 1 ananaa and coconuts whicll did not please our ea.go 
eati g carriers too well. From the oxtensive banana gardens 
we saw throughout the area, this food may well be the staple 
ot the region. We have found it necessary to make an« stock 
-pile our own eago before moving from place to place. 

e had hop d to make so ~ -ind ot contact 
ith the BIAKI people on this trip as McBr!dea comments 

indicate they are the most populo~a tribe in the region. 
eBride e~id that IANA A.SU WPS a BIAMI hamlet but it is in 

fact DAB.A. e the ref ore nave not BI viI people 
G ither of our trips across t 

ft t e D 'A h 
I the n BA raen wfth the patrol 

said a eh when n ar BI I territory, 
vc-:.ll!d attack Thee DA.J3 peool e had 
tak 'th rive!:. th y 

hav proba &Uffo~eo t ·he hand~ of the BI.AMI ia the 
~at and reaL.ise we ta the abilit· to curb their power, 
( we gave am ber of fire e demonstrations J, it aeeme 
Likoly the Dill.: people vere leading u to .BI 4I t rrltocy. 
in th"3hope t . e woul shoot theI!l up. 
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However, as we had no real bus.inesa across 
the river we declinded the invitation and i~sisted they take 
ue NE to IANAWA...-c:q], which the~ eventually did. ·e do not 
knov therefore if there haa be n any char e in their attitude 
since they attacked McBride. In any case, I think they are 
w 11 left alone until the PatrolPost is eet~blisbed. ln the 
m ant:llile there is possibility they ~ vi~it us at the air
strip site. But on second thoughts I would besurprised if 
they r ally did. Even t ough :SIAMI 1i :r-~i1,tory is only good 
da..y's walk from the NOHil> site, we have !ound that the pec,ple 
of the are~ are very restricted in thetr movements. 

Time and time again ve :f ounJ th&t peopl , 
when ask.ed i:f ~.;ney knew of such and auch a vill&&e only 3 or 
4 hour'a walk &W&.1', s&emed genuinily ignorant of it. In 
addition the BI.AMIS wo d have to pa~s through some DA..B.l anc 
G BUSI territory to vi.eit us, and I don't think the7 would 
do it. With the extensiou o! the rule o:f la " can antici
pate these people 111 move about more ~reely_ in the tttture. 

On this tr p we picked up ~uite a nuaber 
of EI and Dil.l men who accompanied the patrol --back to the 
base-camp. They wert. ~Ytn quite a liberal bounty for their 
williDBne&e, and were aquainted with the a~as and methods of 

he A.d!Dini•tration, while at the camp. ~1 have all now 
returned to their Olfll &.1.·&as and ve vol teer d to tell th• 
o·th ~ SUPEI and t>ilA men to come an~ work &..~ the airstrip 
when it is start•d. 

Hovover, I am not optimiatl:c in thia r••.P•ct 
and still think th~ job will require a paid ~mBGA labour 
force. file PARBS have all gone into iding after one taete 
of rying patrol gear ( :fro the canoe-landing at the top 
of the ELBV/~ to th~ base-camp ). There 1$ eilatl:ar re o 
tu believ'3 that the SUPJUS and DAB.iS "~"] d act in the aaae 
way o~ce the oine; got tough. 

Therefore I think the real work will have 
to be done by a r gular, disciplined ~a our force, and if 
arJ3 PA..R'E, SCJPEI, or DA3A Pen can be induced ~v li~lp, then 
they oan be paid in trao.~ a.ad put on some li hter friflge 
activity, 

I have outlined IDJ propoea.ls in the earlier 
report in reept · of this work force. -.Tuet to repeat the 
figure r I thin.. ~50 labourers ~ill be necessary ( 00 on the 
jo , 50 makin~ sago), and 1n addition ther Bhould be an air
drop of 4000 lbs of ration& on~ a month. 

4. 

It as apparent before th pat~ol l~!t 
KIUNGA, that t e _.,, tR.~ J 5.sr em; of a ooet in the EAB'I: STHICK-; 
LAND oul be a lenv;·thy b,, -~ j.nsse. deq te provisio a 
trer or~ ade to m~in+ain the patro in the field. With 
c r we will still ha\re t ree ruontha supplies fol: the patrol 
personnel rroperr after you receive thi report, ( and b 
then the patrol ill have been ou or about . o a nths 
. n ad itio to atione, e hav a eal of t hat par ph-
ernali .necessary for this kind o JOb together we mu t 
have shifted 10 +ons f gear from KI~lGA to th ba e-

amp. It is n · in our t here. You can appreciate that 
it is no o ahif thl. qua.ril ty of gi.ar e, oun 
the co trysi e, of tle nese o 
the population. 
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DISTRICT OFFICE, 
DARU. 
WESTERN DISTB.IC!f. 

The Director, 
Department of N~ · ve Affair 
KODDOBU. 

~(. J ' ... • J 

...,,,,, ,z t I ~ 
PATROL EXPEliSES - STRIQICT4.ND PATROL. 

• Fllrther to my ~9th. Octnb~r, 196~. 
Two Interim R~porta in manuscr1 

race ved trq Mr. i. 'LaD8 and typewritte~ copies 
herev1:th. 

have been: 
v::-Ward.ed 

Whi ~ the que tion of funde is of pri~ 
.mportance, the ent1r~ reportb have bee submitted to complete 
~ background and po~eibly expedite the funds. 

\:- The £4000 estimated by Mr.Lang, would be a 
barge ~1'!.8t .leroClromea 27-2-4 and lfill not beoome avai1able 

1 
~ 

un"il an inspecU:on b7 the ?Hpartment of Civil Aviatio • ~ 
Me&mfhi1e I conaider the £ 1500 originally requ sted und•r 
11-2-6 Patrol B1}>eneea o--rll-2-5 Establishment ot patrol p 
ah?uld be availed of.. 

Ae the Catalina wi ll not be operating at 
the time required, D.C 3 charters rom Daru. will be necessary. 
Th••• would inYolve flights ot approximately 208 miles there, 
and 208 ail•• back, plus the necessary c:i.rcling. The initial. 
tun.de should be in the form of V.S.C. and air chart ra. 

Apart fr m th f e t t J3.t the site chooeee 
itael! on account of being th ~ o~ y #B c. tegory strip available. 
I consider that it is sufficient a~t from Kiunga, for th 
creation o! a n w patrol poet or possib1 Sub-District atati 
Mr. LaJl8 has enlarged on the locati on ot populatioll8 in his , 
report. 

While the BIAMI Territory ie the most 
1nterestizl8 and most in n ad of A i niatration, i n the inte s s 
of peace:f'u.l penetration, they sho be iven th oppor ty 
to ase1mul.ate Administration activities g adually. 

I recommend t hat th site chos by 
Lang be giv n favourable c0nsiderat on. 
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Document 

7 • 

• ~ea of thi gear is s+.ill in-cact awi there 
r maine the prob lm vf shi!tir.g it fro~ the baaa-camp to the 
strip site. It wou~d be pract~cally hopeless to expect the 
SUP~IS and DAB.A.S t0 tackle the job, and it would mean prob
ably 5 tagee fo our 80 carriers. A heart - bteaking job. 
However ~e believe e can overcome the pr obl em by building 
a fleet of canoes a b ut a dozen will be necesea:ry ) and 
t~ence taking the gear do n the STRICKLAND, up the ~ TOUL, 
up ~he O!!.AD, and to the strip site. Ve ha~e just about 
enough~ trade goods with us to bu ld the station. W are 
engaged upon this nov; the first canoes have b en launched 
and the whole project wlll p obably take about thre weeks 
or re. 

e ~ opose to begin moving the gear up u 
ite when Mr end raon finishes hie examinations 

aeion ( to be held on the l3th and 15th ovember. 
In t _ antime I propose .,o return to .KIUNG.1 at t e end of 
October tor ~ twofold purpo e : to take my University 
Examinations, and to rec.niit 200 labourers from the BINGIRR.UM 
area. I also want top.ck p ome toola tor the strip, 
includi;pg th& chain ea and petrol for it. 

I end to wal. these labourers in to th• 
atr~~ site loaviag dGA about the end of November. It il.l 
be ~eca eary to begi airdrops on the site as soon as this 
labouri force movee 1~. A tentative date f~r the first drop 
would therefore b• ~arly December. • 

hat ia all for the time being. Plea.a 
&dTiee by radio whither 7ou agree with the broad outlilie 
ot these recommendations, and it you find it possible to 
come up t D'ALBBR!IS while I am at KIUNG I would be slad 
o! an orportu»i ty; to diec11.sa th whole pro j act with you. 

Do you want a D.C.A. surveyor to have a 
l ( k at tlie NO.MAD site ? I! eo we coulu pick him up at 
IWDA. and have him on the site in 2 - 3 days if he ia pre
pared to walk. 

For your information p~eaae, 

( 1-1 . G.) 
a/ASS STANT DI 



• 

• TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

The ~strict Officer, 
Western Dist ict , 

~· 

Strickland Base Camp, 
KIUBGA Sub-District, 

5 th. October, 1961. 

STRICKLABD ~ATROL. 

N. 

In R~ply 

Plea ·e Quote 

ia memorandum collat•e aome of the intor
aation relayed on our regular radio schedules, and ._,. help to 
give a clearer picture, of the situation in the ~T STRICXLJ.BD . 

• 
As thi patrol could be in the field for a 

co~eiderable period, I vill endeaTour to a nd off b7 ranner to 
KIUIIGA, these progress report• from time to time. 

Th• f ollowin& matters are those which ae • 
to be the most 1.aportant at t hia stage. 

1. illU' LDS. 

The patrol let~ t he baee-caap on the 15th 
September, to inv atigft. the site a the NOMAD ~ H.AXAX 
junction. Thia vae the site which c Bride oonaidered to 
hold the better proapecta. Patrol arrived at the site on the 
19th. Septeaber, and remained there for 6 days conducting a 
eurTey of the ~a. 

What follows is a g~neral description ofit. 
The aite 1• the "V" shaped segment of land for..ed at the 
junction ~f the XOIU.D and HJJUM ri ere, with the NOMAD on o • 
hand an the HAMJ.M on the other. This piece ot l&ni 1• in ;, • 
fora of a rai••d plateau, about 40 feet above the river and 
vithH&l.most perpendicular banks. The top 1• flat and cove 
with rain forest. Thie level area extends back between the 
two rivers for neariy a mile, before breaking up into small 
creek• and hillocks. It gradually widens out from the point 
of the "V" and at the end of what would be t he airstrip is 
about half mile wide. 

The beds of both.NOMAD and HAM.AM are shingle 
with a swift cu.rr nt. There waa on night o! heavy rain while 
the pat~ol vae at the site, and the river roae about 6 feet. 
The plateau was still 30 f•et or more above the water level, 
and I thint it most unlikely that the plateau ould e er flood. 
In tact eome GEBUSI ~en trld us they have never known th• 
ater to come a~y wher near the top, an t h possibil ity of 

f loodill8 does seem remote. 

The plateau is not entirely faultless ; 
there a.re a ~ouple of emalJ. gullies which are r.ther incon
veni nt, and thero doeen ' t seem any real lik.11hood of putting 
in a DC 3 strip. t ve ha e stabiis~ed by actual mea ure
ment, that a 3000' by 2 0 ' strip oan be tablished. 
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Documen\t 
I 3) 

I think it all adcis up to " pntty good 
' prospect, and the other, u.neeen site, will h~ve to be very 

good to exceed this. The oentr&lity of this ite ie also / 
another 8.dva.ntqe. Such a poet would almoat id ally ei tuated '~· 
t control to the West, the PARE ( now 10 4&7'8 walk tfroa 
La::& MURBA.Y}, to the .taat, th BIAMI, to th~ north, the SEPEI 
ant DAB!., and to ~ South, the GBBUSI and other peoples. 

On the 26th. eptember, the patrol left 
this aite and rtltu.rLecl to the bae -caap. Wbi this va• 
neoesearr inete&d of continuing ~n to the econd site, Will 
be di•cuseed in the nert e ction. 

2. 

The native situation ls more or lese a 
ex1.ectecl. That ia, 'ire are navi.Dg the greatest dif!ioulty 
ge1;ting carriers, guides, interpreter•, and tood. 

The P.l!BS aeaiate4 the patrol for the f iret 
we4tk or ao, &nd in that time we were able to shift all our 
h•n"f'J' gear) and there vaa a cona1de~able quantity of it~ 
froa the canoe landing at KBSAPilIU to the bue-camp. Since 
th•tn we ban not seen a sing].~ P.!BE at the b •-camp, nor 
ha~re we bought any local foods. Ve have been informed by 
lo1>al sourc•• the.t the P~S are keeping clear of ue becauee:-

Th•J' haT• no atoa » for o~ing, an4 

They are terrified we will f oroe thea to aocomp~ us 
to BUMI territory. 

~or thea• reasons very P.ABE villag~ i~ 
d.e !he people are hiding in the s~o nampe. J· ·~rt-
unate~f ve were able to antic! te this si tu.ation b •for(. 
leaTilig KIUlfG~. '?he patrol has ~ recruited carrier lin• of 
80 LAKE MtJliliY' S and KIUBGA' S, and SUfficient rice 8.nd mes.t 
for at leaat tour mopthe. Thie of oourse doea not include 
ianee tc the carriers who must make their own eago. Luckil1 
there ia ~~ extensive sago swamp not far from the ba e-camp. 

However, in ne capacity, interpretation, 
we are dependent upon locaJ. goodwjl1 ? and this has be~n our 
aoat diffiCU:.lt probl... You will recal.l that this vaa also 
McBr14ea chief gource ot concert'\. The n'U.mber of resident 
PilB$ who ee:n epeek MOTU may be counted on one hand, on the 
other side of the ~TBICKL.l!ID it is vorae. There are none . 
Consequently interpretation on the eaet aide ot the r1Ter 
depends upon the establishment ot a chain ot bi-lingual 
interpreters. To epea.k to say the BIAMI people, it would 
be necessary to establish MOTU - PA.RB - SUPBI - D~BA - BAIM! 
links. A most unsatisfactory SJetea, even when it is working. 
But, those people ljving in the fringe areas, and vitha 
knowledge of other dialects besides their own, are just not 
off ring to interpretate. Why is this ? It aeema to be 
eim11ly fear o! the BI.AMIS. Ten months a&O th .BAI:MIS kille 
4 StTPEIS, a!t r that JrAnY SUPEIS oved down closer to the 
STRICKLAND to get away f r o them. Five monthe ago cBride 
DABA int rpret r was eaten by th~ BIA!IA. Thie wae said to 
be a reprisal fo r hav!ng bought the government intc BI.AMI 
territory. Two ontha ago BI · I h d hie hand choyped oi 
in an affray wit~ tn ~UPEiu. 

lt is not surpriair th n, that people 
should link these !reeh incidents with the at tack O""l Nc
Brides patrol, ( pro~ably the first patrol ever ~een by 
the BI.AMIS) and declined to accompany ua t0 BI I terri·t ory. 



In .Nej>ly 
Plea Q11ote 
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.ltter a nu:.ber of talee starts, ( u·terprete~ 

, nmn # ng ott the t before we are due to a tart) , 1re tinaly 
got hold of a KOTU-P.lllB speaker who rather ·.inhappily agreed 
to oroaa the r1Ter With ue. In the firet SBPEI hamlet of 
GVIRIBIAl.1 we found. a SEP.BI ~ PA.RB speaker who off ere4 to 
take ua to the HOllAD -~ a1te, but who poeitiTely deo-
liu4 to take u a atep further. heA on thia track our guides 
ver. ~ C&8tinc feartlll. glancea OTer their shoulder• half expect
iBC a BUllI to leap oat troa behind en17 tree. !rrivillg at 
the •it• the DPBI - Pdl apeaker prc.ptl.J 4eaum.ded hi• ~ay and 
cle 4 011t. !hie left .. oaJ.7 with the MOTtJ - Pare illterpr t•~ 
which waa •o•t inad•tuate. ~• ot cour .. 41ll1't handicap our 
eune7 work, but 414 prenat u at tbt •taci troa coatinn1ftB on 
to ~ 1econ4 eite. In the .. antiae we hat learne4 that a cert
ain J».ll.I Tillap W a eoa.ple of ••• uo oou14 apeak SUPBI. We 
decided to retv.ra ~o the aaae-caap aa4 ~i tb.ea. 

We arriTed bact on the 27th Septeaber, ami Mr. 
Henclereon nnt of to thie Till ace to fiD4 the interpreter•. Be 
reiurl:Let to the bue-oup on the 4th. October,with tw1:> men who 
said the7 oould speak SUPBI. Ve now haT• MO!U- PJ.D.B- SUPBI 
inter,retatiq. &H intem re-cro••iD& ·the B!RICKJ.•JQ> on the 9th 
to 1 Y••ticat• t~e aecoDI air•irip site. On. th Y&:1 we hope 
to pi up e, couple of bllingu.l DABJ.S, Dil.l - I, and ll:&BA 
- BLUII. 

h•1mg up the natin aititu4e, I woul4 •83 
~h&i the reaaon we b&Ta reooiTed so little aasiatance 1• be
caueth• pe ~· are afn.14 of accoap&D71:t;ig the N.t:rol to the 
Blj)ll. Oouicl•ring ~ ait1Wd.e ot the BliMIS toward• Mr. 
McBride aD4 hie patrol, I think tlu1.t a cl h with thes~ people 
1a a n17 nal poaaibilit7. :a-it we .-;r be abl~ to &To14 it 
thi trip beoa • we a:re not goine to penetrate the main BI.AMI 
group•. It t8 not aec••sar.Fc· 1'h• other airetrip site is juet 
on the fringe ot BIAXI territor.r, and th•ir main group• are on 
the other aid• ot t~• BOJU.D ( GillUJllI ). But we cannot indef
initel.7 &To14 a aeetinc with th•s• people, and I think that 
a ol .. h, if it ia going to happen at all, viJ~!. ver:y likely 
occur wh•~ •• lHtcin to extend the rule of law from our new 
patrol po.at. 

3. !IISwP QOIS!RUCtIOI. 

Et-en without ha.Ting seen the alt~rnative 
aite, I aa practica1ly conv1nce4 that the NOM!D - HAM~~ eite 
will proTe the better of the two.~ Our ne1t problem is g~ing 
to be that of conetruction. How ars we going to build it ? 
Peraonalli I think it will be nece&&&r7 to import labop.r 
froa 11UIGA. My reason for thi• conclusion are :-

( 1) Th• po:plll.ation on the last elte of the STRICK.l:.J.ND, al
tholl&h big by WESTERN DISTRICT standards, is still relatively 
..all. Purthermore, there ia no population available at the 
NOM!D - H.lMJ.M site. Thie 1• a 811&11 pocket of no-mane land, 
and the population• are l, 2, or 3 ciay'a walk away. 

(11) !b.• po~~ions al.~e primitive, barely contacted, and 
tribal 1'oat~ are very much alive. They aave all demon-
$tr&ted their unw1111DBD.ess to do a.Dy work, and indeed it 
could not be expected pf them at this stage of contact . It 
would be practically impossible to keep them on the job. 
They mi~t work for a few d81e but would invariably ab cond 
( proba ly w1 th their· tools } 
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{ 11.1 ) As tbe1·e is no rule o'! law in 
· wou:td also be impoasible to keep a mix labour 

job. 

The 0111.1 ojut:-i cn seems to be ·o bring in 
a paid labour force. I think 250 ( the num er g• n a L. v 
em.ployed on the KITJNGA strip) could do h · job. 'l'b i e wouJ · 
mf;an recruiting a tu.rt er 170 'to b ing o nu 1b re t .i 
rn.rk. This raise the problem of feeding th m. 
found one fairly large sago swamp near the strip eit and 
~lera re probably th re. About 50 of our 25· labou re 
would be more or less permanently occupied king e ~ t 
sago alone is a poor working diet. I think 4000 lbe of rice 
and •~ t, packed at LAKE MUllR.lY and airdropp~d once o th 
by Catalina, will be necee8ary. Thie way we could gi e the 

2:1 eago:rice diet. This in turn raiqee oueat i of Fund . 
I think about £4000 would b n ceaea.i~ viz :- ------

( 1} 250 labourer,3 !or 6 months 
at 30/- per month 

6 airdrops :3.t £ 200 
( value of stores r dr Df 

(ii1J charters, tools 

We have enoug' trade 
the st~tion. I would uggP,at n t the 
Establishment of patrol poets b 
leavin,g a balance of £2500 to be 

2 2 5 0 

l 0 0 

5 ::> 

4,0 0 0 

(i) Patrol leaves bas -camp on Mond y 9th Oc obe , to 
igate second airstrip s ite indicater b McB ide near 
hamlet of IA AW.ABU. 

1i) Cone ation with DARU concerning ~ho c 
NOMAD - HA.I~ it chosen r H nd r~on w l~ 
ing !leet of small canoes to tranE rt petrel 
STRICKLAND, up REN~O L and ~o AD ~o site, I. midst 
tru ion work, ~r Hender n t o sit for deLerred 
lav examinations at :U.O. m·aa10 ( da s k 

(iv) Mr L&ng t 
to ait fo Univ 
probably thre 

to "IlH GA et b gi 
examinaticna d r 

( v) It MORES Y a approval o go ea w· th inrpo:Dted labour 
for etrip, addi .ons.1. 170 men 'an be recrui d by r 
while he ia t "ItrNGA. 

(v ) Pro oaed 
K!li _GA ( 6 

w 
) . 

this labo 

For 1 011 in or l tion p a 

fro 



~.-/ 



6. It ~been p~ '<>posed for Mr Henderson to 
leaTe tor the B •• ~n st::..p ai te in comp&nJ' ri th an Airport 
Inspector. In Yiew of this rouble, the In ector haP been 
stopped IUld the Patrol wil L remain 1~ th• Bae -C-amp area 
until the matter is cleared up. 
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IWP CWqBo 

I 1n"8d '\o r ~ \o llOl<ll a\xru:\ i beginning o~ 
Ootobelt. I will the. have bt'en. in U.ie pu-t of tile .U.l)~lJt : 
tor raori \ban a 1981'• llr. lwtt• food ev.ppU.! STe 11D11' 
to be chawsted abou the o e thte and he baa expreeeed a 4- e 
to l ~turn than. Jlr • Dougls.s has in" to4 a will inp• to be 
poa 4 tor dalV w \hi par~ o~ · e ub-cliatrict, and ooUld repl • 
llr. ''°tt. lf a l'&plao ~ 1e tor oami.na t r '19 emir. 1f4 d t) 






