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:I.y-','-f_jto your 1ettar I 1111 say that quite a ‘number - of
;-1 eceived a letter from llr. A, W. Pray, 243 West
reet, Esoondido, California, Mr. Pray was one of the .
.ginal -_ settlers of Esoondido ‘and was there and is there yet.
"a'gd t %,z.g;g%g,hat ‘there was some agitation in the valley and
npapers chamber of commerce and the new-comers were
;-;-' ng a "xfgjg@ ,\doal about reé-naming the Escondido.Reservoir
"ph wag alwa.ya called the Eecond:l. o Reservoif under the
ondido ITrig atin System.,  He said the old settlers had
Zﬁﬁs 1q.tion ‘and this matter was brought up and it. eppearsd

the: a.jor:lty, o:l.’ ‘the new-comere ‘wanted to name this reservoir
,{%}tord Rgservo:lr. ‘The old settlers, to the best of his '
1lecti -;;f’q‘b‘qldn't underatand why the. dam should ever be
amed after him, ~and he' asked me if I would write him and tell
Lm the fa '“ggf-*"a'bout getting the water which today is stored in |
the reservoir and ds uaed for the district. I answered that - :
: Qtyg ,‘ja.nd made a copy of it and am herewith sending you - ° °
' ;‘ ally this copy.  This, in a way, has nothing to do - .
th my "*h:l.“afory of the ' a.ffa.ira of the anondido Irrigation
égﬂﬁriot ‘from the day it was organized until the day it was -
_zqd, ‘but is an account of the difficulties which

me. and my aqqooiatea 1n proour!.m this water,

_r . .:
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A "th‘“_,; | hq,,Distriot waa formed there was very little
6’ 3tio ﬂfﬂ:ﬁinaw in opposition to the forming of the same. There
,7 ﬁz li,ttle opposition to the voting of the bonds and the
5 “*rgppoial,~e‘tax"'3:'and'thia special tax was paid in full
g;*ﬁ‘y}; the directors -of the" district in surveying
T f.yp;_.:‘p‘bio&l ‘Toute to bring the flood waters
BUF , ‘, }R:I.ve ‘to’'a reservoir that would be of
and near ,ox;om h' to ‘Escondido,to hold this
,,éht “in Esoondido, five in number, were
Td of DiTectors and while there were mno men
53,; any knowledge of the value of water as an
1t 1on they did the best they ocould under the
At s th ;’;,d._fﬁ‘tﬂot voted a 'bond

A
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‘Lo - J. M. Woods who -aa\tho mpeﬂilor f°="m:» ;
b_,.f Diego was a personal friend of mine, We had | ¥

for years and there was no man that I had a higher Tespecs or
G‘\ regard for than J. M, Woods, @ He amd Van Dyke, whom e
( mention in your lotter oam to Escondido uth the idea 'of et
getting the Escondido I aga.tim District to give tm‘,ﬁﬂm SR

bonds, which they wduld ¢ for a certain amount of’ ﬁ T s
delivered at a certain point in the district. . Of ocourse,
Woods came to me and asked me how I would stand on the pro- : |
position and I told him that while I wished him all the success ~
in the world: that I believed his soheme of the Pomo la.t } R R

T ___‘_,lt’-hland owners in the Valley to tell the people what
. an aw ‘mees ‘they had gotten themselves into. He also said
“ that eome of the best people ‘in Escondido were with them, and
.f.:-._;,_;-_,-: - mentioned Mr. Wohlford, a prominent banker, as one of the men

Iho ha.d never agreed with the idea of an irrigation district.

© A% the expiration of the term of the first five
direotora of the irrigatim distriot they told the people at

Company was a good one and one that ought to be put’ through .'f publ:l.o meetings that they couldn't see any way of developi
we were not interested. They stayed in the valley about a - .water for that distriot for the amount ofytheybonds votgg.ng
week and Mr. Woods then told me that they had givon the 1doa. A I had been the principal person in having these proceedings
Up. The main reason why I did not consider this. propoaition taken up to this time, the people demanded that I go on the
at all was that their dam cite was on about the same level ‘Board of Direcotrs and after due investigation agree with the
as the valley of Escondido and in bringing the - ‘water to the o PraliEne .. former board to disband the district if no pracotical way of obtaine
edge of the District it would require pumping the n,ter a.bout s Wi et el ing thie water for the dietrict could be solved, The Board
350 feet. apded ey WEE o D e el;c;teg D;algund:mn ng;n Stgv&rt, Mr. Riddle, Mr, Crawford and
z-l; srase s s o el MPe DO and myse hese men were eleoted by my friends,
At the time they were there crusading, the Ban Lnls Boy sones WG SR e -and we worked in perfect unity during our whole termyofyoffice.
Flume Company opened offices in Escondido and they were 1nsiatont 2 WIS R A lr. Stewart had a son who had an education as an engineer, or
on taking our bonds and furnishing us with a certain. number of. 2;_{-‘-_:; _surveyor. Mr. Stewart came to me one day and asked if there was
inches of water. The report of their ohief engineer showed sriiendd s .any. objeoticn to him and his son taking the district level, and
that their plan for a water system could not be aocompliahed ok W o manng some levels, which he thought would prove to be a new
for less than two or three million dollars. Of course, that S _,;_rouj:o to the Isoondido Reservoir as located. I told him to
would include a great deal of country besides. the Baoondido -'-.,;;f_;agfjw'r.‘:‘:ﬁ; S 0 ' go’'mhead, ' In about a week he came back and told me that he
IrrigationDistrict and would be of vast: good ‘to the davelopmo 5 Sooo s thought: he ‘had discovered the route. At that time there was
of San Diego County, but the same trouble existed that we would . SRALR S T ino  money. in the district for any purpose. I went around among
have to put up our bonds for the purpose. of getting the eatinatod.‘ . % i " the business men and prooured the necessary equipment for a
amount of water that the valley would need and ‘have no. distnbuting-i-r proliminary survey of this route and the work was done without

system, no dam and no way to take care of it, Our bonds would b' '} anyocost to the district, and this line stanis today withat
used as a basis for further finance. I could see no merit in S

oyt ‘eany ‘change 'ha.tover from the preliminary survey made by us.
this proposition and they- called the people together uny timea iz w0 0f oourse wWe put engineers on then and the ditch and conduit

and I was always invited to their meeti 2.1 was. the: ono __f:-,;-t ;_;.-_.,-'.f-";»:_*- iowhiwaslocated and eetimates made of its probable cost, and sub-
man that spoke in opposition to any. comp. 08310!13 ‘of the - f-‘-‘.-'::.,mitted #o the Board. This conduit, approximately 14 miles long,
Escondido Irrigation District with: other oorpora.tions. !his G Tk wu through a very diffiocult country. The estimate of the

was the first seed sown in disaentiona 1n leoond:ldo AEeii radi nginoers ‘as I best recollect it, was about $100,000.00.

S Sa Ul St ;-;;: 'rhey also estimated the cost of buildin the dam, which is what
The Escondido Land a.nd 'I'own oompany, ngw.u. L4 QA I N TR 48 known as a loose rock, faced with 4 1noh redwood plank. The
Escondido Bank and the University of Southern Ca ﬁ!ﬂ- AT LRSI BT R gj-: also’ ‘estimated the cost of ‘two main delivery lines for the
which held a large property interest in thé vOWE: 5 oo diptriot, one on' ‘the south side and one on the north side of
Escondido, were all working. for one: of t'd"f‘ 4 BLABL O = e 'h_e* Val 1ez of- !Boond:ldo and their figures showed that it wase
disorganize the district or to ocontract 'ﬂzﬁ ‘other water . = .o o000 possible that this lan could ‘be. adopted and consummated for
companies for our water, ‘The . fact ‘A8 *‘ - - AR e B tmt tho anoqqt "o_f our bonds, I want to say that at that
ThBY brought in one of the smartest: 13'79 *‘théw country was under as: grea.t a depression as it is today,

California, George W. Maxwell, -who waa 3 oﬁﬁi"éﬁfonﬂy 1abor a.nd a:l.l mater:lala were at their lowest ebb.
tion districts, and oum being thm : PN A

had resisted the assaults made on 'I:ho!.r ‘legal
for a particular assault, and ur, naxu

of Escondido on two different: qooanfon

them that an irrigation district un
California would never become ‘a succel
mortgaged and that they never: oui ﬁ -
the interest onethevbonds & d ee & 5"._,%_*.%;_

H:

S .;lé?‘ﬁhyn"oaled :I.n John D. Bohyler a noted hydra.ulio
hdh‘r _9‘;:_:-‘ 111: tho Bweetwater Dam near San Diego ami hed
£} % 'e and ‘over the line, and he pronounced
it ight be possible to ifinish the
en the war was on. No suits
b ,' A *lcula;y time, but propaganda was being
id Land and’ Town. OOmPany and Mr. Wohlford
1at it was a waste of money; = that
onoy;,a;fhat 1t w‘éula only be a

‘: b
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burden upon the people and that they Iould navar roool.w lnr“ﬁ“lﬁt

from it; that it was but a wild dream on the part of Mr. Ora!l.‘lh

While the Land and Town Company by thioh I had been a;ployo
for years as their assistant mansger, and myself disa sed ¢
questim, they never did or said anythin; a.i.nlt me or !!o*
or integrity. It was simply a matter of business with om,
They didn't like the idea of having to pay a bonded um:u%

what property they owned there. On the other hand, Mr. 'ohlf

T
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who was a new=comer in the distriot, and who had obtaimed poaaau:.on
of the bank, had no reason in the world. to have any personal: objaouon

to me. Ho, however, took the ground that I was a grafter and that
the only reason I was working for this was to fatten my own pookot

out all the time.

and that I was no good in any wg, That was the propaganda. ha put

At that time, Mr. G. B. Grow, ocashier of tha llorohanta
Bank of San Diego at that time, was a personal friend of mine s
and he brought Henry A, Putman a visitor in San Diego, from How
York City, up to Escondido and introduced him to me amd told me that
he thought he could arrange for him to stay a few days in laoondido
and asked me to entertain him, as he thought he was a man of great
wealth and might be induced to take our bonds. I did this and.
the result was that he agreed to buy our bonds -at par with a tmat
agreement whereby we were to deposit the bonds with Mr, Grow, as

trustee, we to let our contracts for doing this work and as taet tho

work was accomplished each month he was to turn the amount over to
the treasurer of the Escondido Irrigation Distriot and Mr, Grow. waa
to deliver him that proportion of the bonds. ' This agroomont was
perfectly fair to the District and we heartily: agreed to it. Abont
this time a Mr. Doty a railroad contractor from Nebraska oano to
San Diego as a visitor to Southern California. ~ He. got qua.intod
with Mr. Grow and told him that he was one of the: la.rgeat :uilroa.d
constructing contractors in the middle west and that he had an
immense plant on his hands at quite a large expense, and’ nothing
doing. Mr. Grow immediately informed him of the aitnation ‘of ‘our
district affairs and gave him a letter of introduction to me, Ho
came up to Escondido and I spent a week with him looking over thia
system as outlined. He told me that he didn't want to: mako ‘a
dollar but that he would be willing to.bring his outfit and ‘do

hands and a 1liability under the preaont oonditions. P

demoralized as it is todsgy.
Mr. Doty whereby he agreed to do th.’a work undozﬁ“f
for instance - so much for earth work, so muoch: :t’o‘. :I.'
by the ocubic yard) so much for flume work a_a ‘estim: 'E’ _
materials and labor.  He immediately shipped his'o

Nebraska to Escondido, and Escondido was a ah
of California, as boing the only pla.ow"hho
going on at that time. = We had many vis ,ul,z,
what was going on, and I told the: !adop 0.

that this was the proper tim :f“’ hem to B8l

. ..j--;-;i‘{‘;,’.'f-,.laoondido Irrigation District Tax Receipt for 1897.
1 B ‘";'-:-';-.;.-_"r”.?-;,:two aoparato tracts, one of a.pproximatelx 12 acres and the other
s o o approxima.toly 8lx acres. - These tmo‘ba were situated almost
- in'the heart of: the City &' Eeoondido. The total tax was $41.25
G ch o whion oovered the interest on the bonds to that date and a special
ta.x of $1.11 for operating expenses., This would mean that I wzs
Q. . paying $4.00 a'year, or about tha'l: amount, per acre for water,
| Disgi gh.‘l.a 18 ona of the 1aat t:ax reoaipts I had in my possession.

this work at exactly what it cost; that this Bquipment IaB 'on.': _h_il s

'you oa.n rgduoo your price on this land 50 to 75% of what you have

biqh gotting for it and still make & fine profit out of your investe
- ment, and I agree with you that you can't hold this land and stand
payiugrtha ‘tax for the water of this distrioct.” They didn't say
hd‘bho: ‘they would or they wouldn't, but the fact remaina that they
g ;a'little enthused themselves a.nd instead of lowering their price
hoy raiaad it. | -

Both you a.nd I know that men can disagree positively on

aome very ‘gerious queationa and stil be the warmest friends.
. ‘I have respect, and always have had, for any man who disagreed
R ,;,_;'ith me, but Mr., Wohlford took the. attitude that I should be
IR A e 'atamped out of existence and he preaoched it from morning till
@+ “night,  He sald that not a drop of water would ever run in the
ShneR il b R ) ‘that the system wouldn't be one-half completed and that
S RERE, § 8 pu.‘olio would be obliged to pay a bonded indebtedness and
. receive no benefit and that I was working for selfish interests.
‘oo T oan't recite to you in' a letter of this kind the many disagreeable
/AT thinga that thts man did to me. I told Mr. Pray in the letter I

am quoting from that I had no desire to have the Escondido Dam
d ‘Reservoir site named after me, - that if they were bound to

,-._i"‘put ‘the name of some of the buildera of this water work on it
. I'would suggest Mr. Baldrich, M¥r. Graham, Mr. Pomeroy and several
‘othera ‘but I said it would be as appropriate for the people of
; -'*anondido to re-name the Escondido Reservoir the"Wohlford Dam"

7 ag /it .would be for the government of .the United S8tates to put up
il s monument in the memory of Jofferaon Davis as the savior of the
< Bl ST union. ; ; -

In oonoluaion 2 5 will say that I have in my ¥§fae§aign an
g is for

I want 1nto some deta:l.l as to the diffioculties surround-

: '.,}_-‘;3'::1“-';-.:__:__‘f,*;_f;‘;-.'_-.j_ng th:l.a tranaaotion for your personal benefit. I will in compliance
s with your request give you a detailed statement from the organization
4 of this’distriot up to the time that “339“" D
b district imto ‘what is known as the Mutu
{ Pt knoglédgo*ot i1te success or failure. No doubt Mr. Wohlford's son can
- 'f-'___nrni.ah you thehfaota 1n that' ma.ttor.

Water Company. I have no

V. ‘o;add one. more. 00 nt. Mr. Putman under my advice
kﬁoqnaa the laoondi y'‘Seminary Tract. At the time
on:---o ‘the laoondi.do ‘Land ‘and Town Company they z
1 '_' i} 3 now known as the University of Southern California
*’Hohoa block in the ‘oity boundaries, The sale of
€ '_‘a'h»ondoimont ‘fund''and thay donated a tract
Toi 18 1 institution. At the time the Land
b ¢ --a. aud llr. lohlford and his ‘



conferenceé with Mr, Gxﬁ, !r.mtun a.nd lr. th 3.1
and I advised Mr. Putman to buy this plrt.touhr-t:jr,
building on it that cost $50,000.00 and test the le;
system. When it was offered for sale he bought 11
the law speoifically stated that after 12 months o:

redemption was made the Distfiot could deed the property %o
buyer of the buyer of the cértificate.,  MNr. Stearns told ] ;

I was Tight and that part he agreed and fulfilled and Dought $he . « o W e At P addn AL
property, and at the end of the year. got the dood....;;_.-._.;.;-.._!&c seml o R I R PRl o e T L '

people started an action which was oarried to the Supreme Co
the State and the law was pronounced cons titutional and _tl;e~7;-_;

valid, and Mr. Putman under my advice deeded this p_ m ﬁnﬂ thb.t :l.n m recoueotion of the main event
. nts

Sohool District of Escondido for school purposes. - they ma

their big lay-down and paid no taxes I was oalled in usu.  ‘and -'f “1’ to the time that 1 moved away from Escondido.
the statement I did before, telling Mr. Putman to.select, wl;ioh gL e An

could do for him, the best lands of the company and buy %hon‘tho b hi! J.ottor to me that all the records.
same as he did this former tract, and Mr. Stearns agroed that’ that g:d out the first, meeting of the Board of
was the proper thing for him to do. This certainly would hawe 4. no knowledge af the events after that,

'

brought the matter to a head at onn::\eJE ‘but for some reason which [ RA B o) :iﬂxﬂmgﬂ d;;trr:;:gt tl;:ar::::de, but I do Inow

never knew, although he promised faithfully to do it, and the tax | e S8 . .,'. el " _
collector postponed the sales from day to da.y 'aiting for Him to ' i EEESERIES e R PR AR '
come through, he never did, nor he never offered any explana.tion. e AU e R 'p:l'ob a;gy to ou, > & dlscovored that I had left

That was the time that I lost my control of the distriot a.ﬂai.ra. Fh that would interest you.
As to exactly what price Mr. Putman got for the noney he had
invested I have no knowledge, but I am quite sure ‘that he mt
have made a great sacrifice. When he falled to kaop his word I i
told him I was done. He was very anxious that I should run. BRI m&tom of the District, the Board
again for a director. I told him I wouldn't do it; that thero ST R P e e iy B, nt over to the tmteo. This i
was no use of carrying on after he had fal. led to keop hi.s wrd. % i s I R S T e “t M I P‘”“’M fm.' the District. '

__;mmhorof the board at the time and the only
Qho Tesolution authorizing the President,
s Years afterwards hs, nr. Wohlford, told
Nm:“s ‘that that was the "wisest act that I

. this should be incorporated in my Memory
0.the time the mmagement of the district
,-Ir'you think this statement is worth
1n ny llonortos.

t7iot made $heir esorow agreement it w S
that thers was default in the m"'gm,g

‘Very respsctfully

ot
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Escondido Irrigation Distriot

This distriot was formed amd included all of the Bndh'o_aihoon

Del Doablo 8£x3mXm, composed of about twelve thousand acres.
This grant was bought by a company of San Diego COapitalists
who organized under the title of The Escondido and Town
Company, and it then took the name "Escondido®. | '

In the latter part of the year 1839 an agitation began
among the people of Escondido in regard to proouring a water
system. After much disoussion the psople deoided to organize.
an irrigation district under an Aot passed by the 8tate Legis-
lature and Senate and approved by the Governor on March the
Seventh, 1887, this was known as the Wright Irrigation Aot,
i.ng was a remarkable statute for simplioity and a:complete
CTe e

An election was called and the distriot was organiged by

an overwhelmingly majority. A Board of Direotors was elect-
ed and they levied a special tax for the sé of employing
engineers to develop a system with sufficient capacity tc furne
ish the dirstiot with the necessary quantity of water for do-
mestic and irrigation purposes. The engineers were loyed
and after spending about a year surveying reported to the dis=
trict a plan for bringing the flood waters of the San Luls Rey
River for its needs. ; KRR

The estimated costs of this system was approximately six _
hundred thousand dollars. The district in the meantime had
voted a bond issue of four hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

The -plan-of the above mentioned engineers were rejected by the
Board of Directors and nothing more was done during their term =

of offioce. |

The new Board elected of whioh the writer was a m'anhe'r,ja's'

instructed through a mass meeting of the people to either i

this work done for the amount of the bonds or to ask tmt%;g W

district be terminated. _

This Board organi _ the trdasury %o 6m=
ploy engineers to see if a cheaper route for bril.:?.ngthontor ”
could be planned, Mr. Stewart, ome of the Direetors, and a son
made a pPelimimry level 1lins on an o_n;_;:_gl_y-,:;,.q;;g:g_;gpﬁi;;ggggg}f%:;___,_
a survey was made of this route by subsoriptions raised among

people and donations of labor. And this Toute as it

day is the identical route as disoovered by Mr. Stewart and hi
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u 'ingiuorl wiro then employed and a conduit from the bed
‘0f the Ban Iluis Rey River was planned oconsisting of tunnel and
flume and ditoh line where possible, of which conduit approxi-

mately was fourteen miles long. The engineers's estimate on

- this work was approximately one hundred and twenty thousand dole
- lars. This brought the water to the distriot's resetvolir which
- was loasated about two miles from the distriot's eastern boundary

1ine and at an elevation of approximat®ly three hundred and fifty
feet above the distriot.

The dam wan' a loose rock dam, faoced with heavy redwood planks,

The writer does not quite recollect the amount estimated for the
oost of this dam, The engineers laid out two conduits, one on

the north side of the valley and one on the south side, these

woere similiar. to the main ditoh line bei aga.r*l:ly ﬂnne% ga.rtly
e

ditoh 1line and partly steel pipe. The to stimate o
whole l',nton was approximately the amount of our bonds,

_ John D, Sohyler, a celebrated engineer, was brought in as &

he

‘oonsulting engneer and reported favorably on the system.

We were confronted at this time with the great depression

“whioh struok the whole country during the years 1892-1893, At

this time Mr, Henry A. Putnam, a New York Capitalist, was visit-
ing in San Diego., The writer brought him to Escondido and he was
muoh impressed with its beauty told the writer he would take
our bonds at par if the system could be put in for that amount
of money., And about this time Mr, Doty, a prominent contractor
in this special kind of work, came to San Diego from Nebraska and

the writer brought him to Esoondido. He went over the whole sys-

- tem and then over all the Engineers's estimatesand gave the Board
a bid on completing this system, He sald ordiniarly he would -
not think of making such a bid but that he had a large constructe

ion oamp whioch was laying idle with no prospect of immediate work,

therefors he was willing to do 1t for ac cost.

. The bonds were sold to Mr. Putnam and put in escrow with

G, B, Grow, Oashier of The Merchamts National Bank, San Diego,
. with an aggreement that at the end of each month during the exis-
. . tenoce of Mr, Doty's oontract, the amount earned and approved by
. the distriot engineer would be paid to the distriot in cash and
" the amount of bonds covering same wowld be turned over to Mr.
. .= The domestic system for the Oity of Esoondido had been put
. in previously by the Esoondido Land and Town Company. This system
. ‘consisted of a reservior on a hill overlooking the Oity and a

an’ pumping plant looated on the Escondido oreek which runs thro
5 towmsite, This had been adequate for a mumber of years but
3 inadequate at that time. The district purchased this plant



at actual cost. This purchase met with considerable ok Naneah Oalifornia, 1929, This gives a detailed
led by A. W, Wolfofd, who was a owner of some Orange s DR R e P -;":.":-f.:-i;:_-.;'::2,,‘;{,2‘:,'3{%% 1%551:10::’412“10“ in California up to
and who insisted that the water be used for irrigati Pposes.. - " that date The writer finds by careful purusal that none of
notwithstanding the faot that the Oity of @ S e oo.g';nnhere near accomplishing the amount of work dome -
n.ri the brunt of taxation. Mr. Welfoid also hlu'lod ﬁt 2 O |  that was accomplished in the Escondido Irrigation District ﬁ‘““
th’ T rom the San Luis.Hey River would never be “n oo the time of its abandomment for thé same amount of meney,

to the distriot. the nnu 1aid and the oontmt a8,

Mutw ' Esdondido fell heir to a water system thit
ompleted a Mutual Water O y 6f

“oould not be duplic ated by the same Mutual Water Company for four
times what it cost.

as a matter of fagt, the contract was o
to the distriot with the water running !
cost of about three hundred and twenty do RS o] S |
the total cost, including the pmrchase of the lloonnoo ouy 4| i e . :
Water Works, was three hundred and fifsy thomsand dollars. ' It Drtie i R Respectfully sunmitted,
stands today as the oha st water -ntn onr mu boforo or (e e e

since in the State o ifornia, i O WA e ; ' /C
The taxes rdloung the ooupht:l.on of this -ntu prao- "e e e W | . . a ’( ~

tically paid up to and including 1897 At that time The Land and SEa| L .
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