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NFWStETTER FROM DR. BEN YELLEN 
Bl,twlay.._ Ct:tli f. ,, 

August JO, ,1969 

BtG_f Al~E1~S 
CJV-\ TE SEl~(: )us 

13/G Ci TY J)F~C113LEbS 
llk We have· a.11 read about the serious problems of the big cities 

e New York, Chicago, San Fnrnoisco, Los Angeles, etc. But very 
few people know that the big farm interests are responsible for most 
of these conditions in the large citieJ. 

THE BIG FARM INTERESTS ARE SQUEEZING OUT THE SMALL FARMERS AND 

FARMWORKERS FROM THE RURAL AREAS• TimY ARE BEING AIDED IN DOING THIS 

BY THE u.s. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ANP u.s. DEPT. OF INTERIOR, THE MAIN 

PURPOSE OF THIS CONSPIRACY IS TO GiVE THE BIG FARMERS A MONOPOLY ON 

THE FARMING AND AT THE SAME TIME FORCE . THE RURAL PEOPLE TO MOVE TO 

BIG CITIES TO EAR,N A LIVING. BUT THE BIG CITIES ARE IN GREAT FINANCIAL 

DISTRESS BECAUSE THE MOBS OF POOR PEOPLE FROM THE RURAL AREAS GO TO 
I . 

1'HE BIG CITIES AND GO ON WELFARE BEC,A'USE THEY CAN NOT FIND JOBS, THESE 

MIGRANTS TO THE BIG CITIES OF COURSE DO NOT PAY TAXES SINCE T.IiEY ARE 

ON WELFARE SO THAT l'HE CITIES ARE 9N THE VERGE ' OF BANKRUPTCY PROVIDING 

WELFARE, HOMES AND SCHOOLS AND THE MANY o•.r.HER THINGS NEEDED BY LARGE 

;lfiOUPS OF PEOPLE. THE BIG FARM INTERESTS . SINCE THEY HA VE GOTTEN RID 

9F TJiESE. PEOPLE, DO NOT HAVE TO PAY IfrGH TAXES IN THE RURAL AREAS BECAUSE 
\ . " . 

'!'HEY HAVE GOTTEN RID OF MOST OF THE POOR. 

Many think since the negroes form a big percentage of these migrants 
1;o the big cities, that this is purely a race problem. But it 1s not 
as one can see if he v1s1 ted Chicago and saw , neighborhoods composed · 
Of "poor whites" who were forced 01r1t of the rural areas of the Deep 
South. Or 1f you visit Los Angeles or San Frau~isco and find Mex1can­
Ame,r1cans who have been forced out of the rural areas of the Sout1. wect . 
~, the big farm interests in, collusion with the u.s. Dept. of Agricult­
~e, u.s. Dept. of Interior, and the l11Jll11gra.t1on Service of the u.s. 
uept. of Justice. ~ral counties )1Sve no food stamp, etc• to help farm­
~crkers so that they do not have to leave for the big cities. 
1 Seventy percent of the people of the United States live in the 
*t1es and can not have· the persqna1 exl)erience of finding .out what 
the ·big farm interests are doing. The wri t~r 1s a. physician who has 
':tl:ve.d for 27 years 1n ·rnip~risl Com1ty of California .which ranks 6th 
-ongst the counties of the united States 1n agricultural production. , tt has been possible for him to observe t~e methods of the big farming 
~t1ons to obtaftt a monopoly of the fa~1ng and to force out the 
~ ttle larmers and local fc ..:,f··w·orkers • , 

I . 

; '' Now many of yo•1.1 c1 ty p6~ple ,ril~ think t~t blaming the big farm 
;tnt.erests 1s far fetched. !; .... t. 1 t s11ould be p--1nted out to you that 
~nsas and North Pa]cota prohibit farm corporations from farming in 
their · states. The Oklahoma :tegislature 1n 1969 passed a law forbidding 
~ by corponitions but the Governor vetoed it. So you see thut 
~re -a.re--ot-hers who recognize the hsrmful effects o·r farm~?':.o ·: J :':.('~ -
~ns ,w:fhl--::tn, ... .nK,.,,.~ _ __bzst;a:u...'>8S--...s:::n3--.S..b::.; en tee and practice "colonial.1 s::i" 
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Fal'm1ng has ebanged a grest deal. 1n the past 25 years. Farmers 
do not do all the work t~'S;'e.lves. They get contract-ors who have spec­
ial machines "'1_1k-e hay~rs, wheat harvesters·, corn pickers, beet 
d1ggers, barley hr~ters, etc. to do most of the work. There are 
even plow1ng~etot's who will do such a basic operation as plowing 
for the fal"m'er. When ~t o.omes to p1~k1ng fruit, etc.» the farmer 
just hires a farm labor contract-or wh~ brings a crew of farmworkers 
to do the jo-b and the farmer just PQY.S. the fa.rm labor contractor. 

The big farm interests put out a lot of propaganda that a little 
farmer does not have the machinery-to f'arm. Th1s is nonsense. J:ie 
operotes 111:fe a oa.n.utaeturer whb e-ontracts out work on the product he·: 
is making. Even as regards land.., farming 1s dlfferent. There 1s a 
farmer James House ·1n Brawley. Qllif. who farms 1,700 acres only 80 
acres of which are o.wn-ed by his wife. He pays $81,000.90 yearly as 
rent for this land" Big farmers ·oft'en- n1-re '<.'Hl.fttr~tt>t's :t,o do work. 

Farming is also different 1n that the Federal Government gives 
band.outs disguised by fancy , names like "price suppo-rts ", "land w1 th­
d.ra1ra1", and "land conservation" for the growing or not growing about 
60 different tyoe·s of crops. For tnstttn°" the H.B.Murphy Co. collected 
!323,754.oo for- NOT GROWING CCTTON ~n Imperial County.tn 1968. The · 
~.G. Boswell Co. ~f Kings County, Csl1t. in 1968 got a handout of 
~3 ,:.0l.Q • 042 •·0• for NOT GROWING COTTON• 

L .... The law ~o pay farniers not to grow certain . crops by "w1 thdrawaI 
err lttnd" 1s a, good one. But the u.s. Dept. of Agriculture hss pervert­
~ ~ t, by r~t1-ens which. perm.1.t gronng of other crops on the land. 
~~,.e little falhners who can not cget cotton sllotments grow these other 
~ops• But 1( the big corp('Jntt1on which 1s paid. a lot of money to 
~ ~ cottqn on a big acreii.ge to avoid a surplus, 1s then permitted 
.1° -~ some Qt her crop on the w1 t1td:t8wn land, the result is a big 
S"utj1us 1n th~ other crop a,nd the 11 ttle t~rmers who grow the other 
~• go b!ln.khi-pt because they have tQ sell the other crop below cost. 

; . Prior t(:> 1969, therewe~e, .3J m.1111..cn acres . w1 thdrawn from growing 
~ -7 million ao-res c,.f theSe ·were ror oott·on. Secretary of Agriculture 
CJ.i1rf~d Hardin has made s-~ adv--o,ostine that 60 m1Jllon acres be 
~ thd-x-11.wn fr~m. farm-1ng as a methOd to avoid. sur;>luses. But this would 
~ meaningless, for the Agri cul tui:e Dept. perm1 ts th1 s w1 thdrawn land 
~ be plsnted into other crops. The big fsrmers not only get money 
h>r nf.>t grow.1 . th f bidd . crop but make money on growing the other 
i;.__ · ng e or en olist1c 1n compet1 tion and many small 
~vp and in this way ore monop 11 farmers are forced to go 
~&rmera have been squeezed out. These sms f\ the c1 ties to try to earn 8 11-v1ng and ea use the big c1 ty problems. 

' , · f thes~ smsll farmers were sharecroppers 
."'frr; ·, In the Deep South, ma.ny,,o - whites"• They have been forced to 
i_ • ~w cotton. Many were poor 1 600 small farm families have had 
~~• In Imperial County, Calif, . ' they got no cotton allotments. 

_.Leave in the la.St 20 yagrs bec-au_sze psid for NOT GROWING COTTON. 
big farmers got them an4~th;; :~ich 1s used as hay and created such . 
pig farmers then grew a.L. al s who rew alfalfa mainly, went broke. 

~urplus that the 11 ttle fsrmer e i1e unused for one year 1n Imp- . · 
~-wr1 ter has never seen e.r:..X t!l~r:t~ the lsw to pay for ''withdrawal 
:-•,·~J. Co1.1..nty which was the .·:n. 8 .1/'0 .,..y b1.g cotto-n produ.c..1.ng a.rea. ft_ land". The Southwest ;\. i::> -'?I .... 

' \ .. 1 tu.re· st:.."'lg by the big public1 ty about 
~The U.S. Dept. of A5r:i r~~OWING CO':'TO~, has ordered that all cotton 
1·~a-rge payments for NOT u n 1969. The only difference 1r ~ ~~ ) ts 
~g~ be planted in cottoni½eo-t thr ss.me big amounts but now it will. 
t t:he b1.g farmers will,, co tead of "not growing cotton"" ·.:",1e 
called "price supports,. in! . 1.nst a $20, oqo. 00 yearly ::;_..,;: · t ": 

~!~ nf Agriculture lob~--~~~1[\-~.ve the little farmers a c11ance so 
~;,..,~uts to farmers. Th:lS d bSVe t:.> leave for the big CJ.CJ.E::S s1n~e 

hey do not go broke an ndouts. In the SC?uthwest, tl1e land 1 s 
111 get some of the .hSssi'ble under the u.s, Reclamation L·,·,r . r' 

by irrigation made pc'.ARMING BY BIG CORPORATIONS. .T11e U . . i ~ Dc"?t. , 
,,'902 WHICH FORBIDS ABS~N1'EE\{h the blg farm interests HAS NOT ENr·uRCED 
_ lr Interior in collusion w rs in Imperial County big corpo:.- ~ t1ons like 
~ LAW. In the last 2 yes Dow Chemical, Kaiser Aluminum &nd CE!{ 

'~~x Co., United FrUit Co~fai-nt and collect the big handouts. Fnr:mwo~k-
" i,{~es have co.ms 1n ;i.,,.-oeerr starved out by refusing work to them . 
· ~ 1n the So-tri;.trwc;1~CSJ'i commuting workers who 11 ve in Mexico• 
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