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If 1ulli1111 wh fo r ,, 
67-6-1 OeparlmC'nt of Dicitrict A.dmirtistration, 

Western District, 
RAHrPH DARO. 

22nd April, 1966. 

~ The Director 
~epartmsnt of Dia1;rict Administration, 
KONEDOBU. 

LAKE MURRAI PATROL No. 1/65-66. 

I attach original a.nd one copy of the above 
numbered report. I have the ~ol1owing comments: 

Pnfe 31 jara 3. The •esistanoe gi~ea tc the AdJ.ilinistration 
an · t:K. • SociEtty by the Lake Mu.r:-ay people by way o:f 
transporting cla..rgo, up to dist~nces of o ~ hun~red lee, 
is ver; pleasing. 

Par4 : This complaint ~".I.bout the :pocr village reception 
o'f S io Daru is not new but at the same time gives rise to 
soae concert". It has b~en re1>orted from other areas within 
h• District: that villagers who are ha.Ving tlie same t;rouble 

with their looa.1 et ti tune into Radio Peking e~ an 
aJ.terna.tive. It is expected that Radio Da.ru !11 be 
tra.nsmi·tti.ng on a st.ronger freqtlency in the near :future. 

Patiir 2 & 6: are maiilly concern d with the current and 
fU e eoonomio situation at Lake Murray. The matter of 
how . the Lake Murray Buyers SocietY.'s surplus should be 
shared is of first concern. 

Dietribution of ~~lus: Disou si 1a wit· the Co-oper tive 
m'ficer reveB!s ~ans to diat1·ibute the 159,686 surplus in 
the following way. At a recent meeting of tlie L.M.B.S. a 
motion was passed wher by e.11 accummulat d profita will be 
di:itributed by way of bonus fthare issue. In future years 
rebates w;11 be of importance to ruember aa it is not 
expected their cash income will be ~he equivalent ~ this 
years t~om. For e 9.mple, Ccuncil taxes wiJ_l have to bf paid. 
With h capi ta.liza.tion of p-resent prof'i ta tl..e e should be no 
f'urther calls in tte foreseeable f';ture, and it tighter 
financial control good rebates and dividends should be paid 
each year. 

Future Economic Development: 
RUbber: The L.M.B.s. is to buy rub er seed, ~ stab1lsh plots 
and ell s · ,dlings to villagers t coat price. Thie project 
is already under wayo 

Timber; It i~ anticipated that a ppr v a.1 wi l be given for 
members llO withdraw pa..--t of c&pi tal f or other Co-operative 
v~mturee such a~ he po ible joint aawm 11 t Pangoa . 
Ca ital to b e sup·- i d by the int~reated Society m Mb re ith 
possibility of a loeJl from tha L.M.B.s. TechnicR l know-ho t o 
be supplied by t he U. F . issi on. 

Fishi~: hould be left in obeyance int il 
indus ry at a.ru :ts est .bl ish d "to s ee if 
sto ge roblems can e overc meo 

• 



reault~ are dubious. Nevertheless it is ~ed that the 
poasioility of crooodil tarm.1 at Lake Kur.ray ooul.d be 
iJlT.eitigated. 

Oo~a~111 !'he aain purpose of the patrol was to make 
e katio into economic developmet. !-hie h.ul 

been covered a.¥ oTer tile paat two 7ears,tile Lake ~ 
peo1ale have achieved economic su.cceee in no •:all l'ltaeure_. 
I* ·~ ~•4 that • biae on crooodi e •kine Should btt 
avoided and the other fiel.4• ut economic cleT lopaent 
tho~7 in.Te8tigate4. Jfr Ha...-ne'A drirt an8'hu aa 
ha• helpe4 _...-.. a Y %7 wooea :tul ~1Y• b\Jt•ra •00:1et7 
and .ork l&i tor the Q!W'th of oth b h 
co- pera4'1v•• ooaoentiet1ng on 1D41l•tn•• other 
orooo4il• idaltrJ' ioL. ltu a lillit 4 tUre. 
bo et ~~ • .co•• .. 
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LUE MURRlY PATROL RKPORT No.1/65-66 • 

IBTRODUCTIOB: 

1. Every village in the Lake Murray Census 
Division was 7isit8' dur!ng the course of thj~ patrol.! tota~ 
of approximately £iteen hundred villagers were present within 
the region to receive the patrol in eleven different vill"8es. 

2. The last patrol to the region waa conclucted b;r 
me in Aprili1965 (P,.trol Report ~ No.4/64-65).It was inteD4"4 
that I shou d coaplete this present patrol in October 1965 
however in June the lake re~on began to autter troa a eho k:l.Dg 
drought which continultd until early December.During the ~t 
vil~ers were acatte . throughout ~he region and. efficient 
patroling was illpoaaible. 

DIARI: 

i2tb Deceab.r,1965. 

Departed patrol poat !or MIWA villqe per M.V.MIWA.a.route 
oal.led at UJM P&Agoa.ilrl.ve.l Miwa Tillilge 1400hre.~• •till . 
falling an4 Deeeasar;r pub vorkboat aero•• Ho.a at l&1a lli · · 

d nee.r Miwa village.Diacuased with Tillagera va:rioua aa:~t•X11 
also inspected LM13S store and R.EDURU which baa been ~ound 
near village since June .People from Asoatutwu. u vill~e 8.o 
will speak to peoples o~ ASOATUTUMA, vJ.liA·vmu. an4 HIV.l toaorrow. 

13th December,1965. 

0800 Discus~ions with villagers.Many interesting remarka made 
but a de.teni te no-00 or laziness ap ears to be develo1>ing here. 
Pcs~ibly the droug~t although there is rain in the air.143(). 
~errific sight as the Herbert rtiver begins to !low into the 
lake bringing with it very large trees and logs - peoplo 
have to rush to pull their canoes into thick grass - we have 
do the same to th• workboat to protect it f.rom log .The lake 
is rising a ·ain.1500 to ASOA~uTu?U. iJqla&S inspect village.New 
Rest House •. 11 villages require work as houses neglected 
dur.ing drought. 

14th December,1965. 

O?OO per work~oat to ~AGUM village.Village inspAction and in 
afternoon general discussions with village~s .Approximately 
1500 rain began to fall and heavy rain fell a.11 p,:j ht. jl'he lakt~ 
is rising. ra~i'1.y.Prepare to depart for DlMU tomorrow. 

15~ Dece~oer,1965· 

O~'O t~ DI?'fU ·by wo~kbo•~·Un•b~e travf\ ·rectly to village a£ 
lake still too low .09QO . at Village .Ho~.sing in poor shape. any 
dispu'bea heard and s ttled dur:I.ug ·afternoon disc.ussion.As in 
all villages peop?e questioned on use to which Ad,min. suppU ed 
radios are ~ut - ewak most pcpular station little response 
·towards radio DJ\RU. uSOKOF tomorrow. 

• '1' 
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LA.KE • URRAY PATROL REFO T 

DliRI:Cont ••• 

16th December,1965. 

1 
L/M No. 1/65-66. 

0630 Depart Dimu for USOKOF village arriving USOKOF 0900hrs. 
People building a ne·w village as old one destroyed by tire du
ring drought - still a lot of work to be done~New Rest House 
etc. quite good. In afternoon held genera1 discussion with 
village~s.~Iain thing in this village is to get new houees built. 
Heav, overnight rain. 

17th December,1965. 

0600 departed tor ;atrol post enroute Aewa Vr 11 e • .lrrived 
station 0?30 and w ited tor radio.All OK at atation - de~ted 
1000brs tor AEVJ. arriv8' village noon after rwmilig ctm4 
and P'l hing very strong flow tro• June River.Walked fl'Oll JWJ: 
River to vlllage.Vll1age insfeeticn - gen . 117 in ood cona
ition - . in afternoon general discussion.People here defenitel~ 
show~ more intere•t in developmental activities. 

19th Deceaber,1965. 

20th December,1965. 

07;o b7 speedboat to UPO.t:Sll v·illage .Arrived 0845 atter fairly 
difficult trip up tast flowing BOI l:d.ver.People ~le~ l8nd 
for rubber planting. ny new houses under construction.At 3>rea- -
these villagers ver'3 enthuai tie.1 hrs down river to other 
P.lRE village at MAGlPOPO.Discuss1rns with people.)Jlspected 
proposed new village sit~.People here lit hard b~ droµgbt but 
are wor · hard to overc\..'Cle their problema.1?00hre de~ted 
village ! station. 

mr.o a 

.I . I 
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LAKE iv,lJRRA.1 PA·i:ROL .tti1PQl'{·~ L.I • h O .1/65-66. 

1. bince my last report the native~ airs 
situation in the .Lake t·urray area has been strongly !fected 
by a severe drough* which b~gan in June and has continued 
until this 1u.ontl.1. (De\: ember) .l am happy to report that recent 
heavy rains have rel~ed the situation and things are return
ing to normal. • 

2. During the six months o! drought the lake e 
dropped to its lowest lr·vel in twenty four years .Sago swampi:t 
dried up - villagers ~er~ forced to dig holes to get water to 
make sago,vessels could get no closer to t be station than 
Miwa village and then onJ.y after a ,~ecy risky j ourne;, up the 
~trickland td.ver.At one stage all c~go had to be carried from 
tbe Fly/Strickland JuLction (some one hundred ailes ).Air drops 
were made to keep th~ station sup~l ied with !ood and salt for 
skins ~ad to be air dropped to the Bocie t y tultimately co ting I 
£28 per 112lb. bag). 

;. Per -onally I shall not forge t the assistance 
rendered to the Administra~ion by local villagers.In 1962 one 
utticer had difficulty getting pad lers to take hill three hours 
pad.dling to the station • .uuring this ~ .. rought people carried 
Adm1n. and Soci~ty cargo tor up to one hundred miles and o!ten 
tor distances of twenty and thirty milee.Villagersl~olunteered 
tpEfjr time even though they were ehort or rood and'ilew the e 
~IS~little monetary gain.tw1'1w•••• utten the 18.ke became 
chOPP7 and there!or dangerous;and during every trip to th§ ~ 
station it was necessary to pull canoes e.nd supplies Strtwlf:ll
more than a mile ot stinking mud often crawling with water 
an&ke3).~n their attitude towards the Administration !.B.ks 
iurray people have come a long way since 1 ~62. 

4. During the drought local volunteers worked 
without p~ to build an ai•strip at the station and th y alco 
assisted with the maintenance ot the Health veas~el ~.aluHu 
which SI-ent nearly seven months on the mud at v1iwa village . 
~ecause of this work and the wor~mentioned in para.~ 7on 
can imag:lne thet something had to au.tfer.Many villages ar& 
in a p or state with houses bi-Q.J.:y in need o! repair etc •• Thq 
villa3ers should be given a g~tta~Months rree from requests tpr 
work etc. to allow them to get their p.omes back into sh:a.pe. 

5. Fi.rss raged through the region !or three 
months afteJ:> July.Or.. village was des·troyed. .;..S wer many 
coconut palms an4 ago swamps (~hich h~d dried up ).At the 
patrol p.:>st most of the school was razed as was the Aid Post. 
At tiles it wa& difficult to travel the lake without . becoming 
lost in the s moke haze .On &. number of occ.as:f.orui r~turning from 
the Pangoa airstrip we be rune lost and h&i to sl~ep· on the 
~a.ke.It will be a good six months bsfore food sup~liee will 
return to normal.3ome villagers have ~lrea1.y begun ouilding a · 
new school and Aid Post. 

6. In a number of villages people are requesting 
~id Posts ~nd ·hools.Villa6ars were told that by comparjson 
with other ar·eas oi t~e Territory they are e: t e l y well of f; 
r.owever their ~~quests &o show that they are no int erested in 
.Ed.uca t ion and imp:~:ovement or gen-sral health . 

? • Eac:U ·d .119.gE. bas i t s own r%io and some i ntert1-t 
t is sh6wn in l e·.,, s bro9. oa~t8 , reques t .seesios etc •• 1ewak i s 
ec..aily the nfost popular f 1iat-d.on.Daru r a tes f a i l y low because 
it is diffi~ult to hear and l ocals have the idea i t i s for th~ 
Kiwai people.Radio Dar u s taff wi l l have t o pend mor e t ime 
wit~ their proposed list eners if they wi sh tc gain an :tensive 
audience in this region • . . 
8. 'l.'he droUgbt inf'luenced t h . econo~ic s ' tua tion 
as low water br ought croc s f ro the SV!amps and they ·er e 

f . • ! . ~ I 
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· ~.L:t; l lUiliffiY ~ · ... ROL IBPOR 

I•ATIV.E AJ..Y IRS: vont •. 

8 . ~ille in scores.~eo~le 
LJ.e crocod.:..l s:~ aughtc ... t:i · s j e r 
&nti "outsi e" croc-shooter eel· nr.J 
shooter'"· ea e o this 1 er."ion durin 
t o .=;up_,ort tbe · r c<.,. · lai L~ .Q :01"'e on 
Bconc · c DevelCI 1.1 n 

./ 

u..~ er 

9. In a l ber o 
that the ~c ent drought wa~ not e. · 
• eople said (with a smile 0 thuir r 

vi :l- 6 -~ ol~e~ ~co · le -ald 
ad as ·;h') i · L! ·1 drou · t . 
ces J tat w' en p.cpl ~·e 

in 1 ~1 they ~er aten. No comp~ 
we ~ eard duri g this p~ r ol . 

VILLAGE OFFWT TB: 

ar...yone bein ea te. 

1 • The n:. ·or~ ty of Off ic · o.ls cont · ?rne t o 
give J.oya s~ 1ic .It seems certain that any of tt. se me wi 1 
be replace by ! cal GovernraJn Of icia~ efor u e end o. 
1966.I believe t: e Admini tr ion a~ards certif ' ca tea to loya 
O! ~iciaJs who ar_ replaced ith he co ing u L.G.Councils·~ll 
pr sent village of icials e , . Decogni tio_ for he r 
·ork. 

1!;00 i0.1IU DEVELOPr HT: 

1. 
and their Buyers• So~ 
however ~e b is !or 
iD.dustry,is weakening 
decreases. 

D~ught has plac . the Lake Murray peo le 
ty in a fairly s~~n economic positior. 

this developme1J v th crocodi .. e skin 
rapidl ae t~e supp y o! c ocodiles 

2. Since March, .~6; th n op es oociety has 
turned over more than 100 00.Lake Murr y illagere ware ~d 
more than i~~0,000 for skin - divid9n and bonus moneya totaling 
ore tha.n v o th usa.nd po" ·nds ha et to b paid - t e L.M.B.S ,, 

has liquid assets o! n:ore · an 40,00 .In the nin ·.::?nths sine 
J~~h,1965 hd Society in~ eased its b s ues 3 b al.Gloat 3 

and sine 1963 by ?006. quid a3aete in 96 > less than 
five tho s&nd ~oun a. 

3. ~ illagers 
their Society.Not only are peo 
money they alao show interest in ~mpro 
in their villagAs.Generally vi laGcr 
interest in w...iat la going on.This w 
resulted from the :i r n w affluence. 

4. 
M rre..y people 

as so stron 
iew ho~ters 
lati n to p~ot et 
~a croc .:..1 ru 

· t h t he Lak 

9 
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operating a 
rate· solely 

i ssions 

tation hRs ne wel~ c 
·FO IA ave alrcudy clear d 
~his land peg ed r d.y .or 
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U::Er! S ·I..:!iTY L. • Ho .1/65- 6 . 

ECONC. IC EVELOl:' !'fE!:' 'r Cont. ... 

7 . Bt alia . os s i bly ape son w··th expert knowleige 
t · i ndustr y co ld be employed to investigate its poss

i b . _i t i .s a '-'· t b .... r e is no doubt tha""" the croc skin induatJ:y is 
va l. ab one . ' h e e test plhty is th li the Ad.miniatl.'ation 

~ c. ouse c~f Au;;) ~ mb- y fa · cl to act to protect it and now 
~ is va uab l e i ndus t ry is on the way to xtinction.Altbough 
i t could provide a uture source of income crocodile farming 
will not bring vbe rett. ·ns that er c shooting did bring. 

8. Although moet or t profits from tll. croc 
s11n i ndus t ry i ~ the Lake Murray region never reached 
t e people (traders who have since left the region and t , 
Territory aiade .1he . est money)the Lake Murray Buyers' So ... iety 
by its aff orts over 1;.ue past two years has managed to Aave 
nearly forty t 1 O\ sand po,1nds. .at is o going to happen to 
t · s n.oney ? Is it t o be re d to areholders or can 
t is ~ouey be used (with the 2 reh ers permiasion) to 
aid devel~pment of he regio~: In~ opinion i:,Nft le three 
courses wlicu the ahareholcers (the majority of ,.a • in 
t is region are ~hareholders) can take :-

(A) The accw:nulated m9.nelf could ba divided 
a mongst shaJ.ehold0 re 1.n the fo . 0! d1ividen~.~ia wou.ld 
g ve these people enough money to pay future taxes plua 
small it~ms o! tr9.de !or the next £ew ye~~s.Bach year the 
amount of money held by tha individual wo .... d ID•twtn decrease 
but the people would live reasonably !or a tew years.11 
everyone starteu planti~g rubber no~ thi& M&J' be a good idea 
as in 5-6years a new so~rce of income would be available to 

hem. 

(B) Accumulateci money m.fgbt b& invested in 
Territory loans or simiJ guilt edged st,ck.Ec.ch ye the 
divi nds from th· .. investment could be diatr1but&d ngat 
shareholders.In t4ia way any ke Murr-9.7 people woul have 
a smal bu guaranteed s urce o! income and at the same time 
developme t work in other par · s mi the Territory would benefit 
fro t e money invested. ' 

(C) !oney could Le loaued to villagers wiahiJ:Lg 
to buy ouvboard motors er plant for rubber tttc .. Altho~ 
somewhat risky these loans may pay excellent dividends in 
developing this region. 

9. f courde a combination or A,B, and C is 
pos ibl • ith advice from the - inis~ation ,shareholders 
( mo~t of the adult~ n tbe area patroied)will have to make 
h~ir ow ec19ion. · i ·~, .,. - !"orty thousand pou:ds is a lot 

of money - I am ~ rtaiz, other o ganisation would in et so 
much in -chis re~ion.Certain traders have made a lot vt talk 

n the past but not on bas re-invested any o~ tha profits ne 
made here·these men o ten complain about the Society however 
fe .f a _y c claim hey have helped this area and its people 
as ~n~ , e Murray Buyers' Society has done. 

10 From w ...lt I have heard and see dur~g this 
patrol I have little hesitation in cl iming that the Lake 
r·iur..i..'ay vill ger has more money than many other villagers in 
·'. ·nua and Ne\. Guinea 0.1. th t he certainly has the highest 
i ncome o the rur l po~ulatioxm in the West~rn District.The 
future ne d not be bleak .On thing stands out9Lake Murray is 
c ~tainly m re than tive·hundrBd miles of swamp.Witho ·. 11nY 
diTect inancial help tro~ t!le d~i~is t ration the La.k rray 
Villag r . has impr · his standard of li~ing an ' his 
s andin~ mo gat oth :r: Y) ~ople in t he estPrn isy ict. 

T ;s:PORT bee Page 7 ' 
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~ MURRAY P.AT OL REPO T . 
·- .1 • ! 0 .1/6;-6 • 

1. As mP.ntion~d arlier th 
hampered transport and comm1Lnications for ~ to 
conditions very d i:f.fi .ul'Ci f'o :r villo.gers a the 

making 
ion. 

2. With t . e <i ... co gh t over no mal conditions 
prevail and in t e nea~ future transport f ciljties are expected 
to improve.The Society's ne 7essel "Lake Mur ay" is expected in 
a matter of weeks and six ne outboard .wot< .... s ar also scheduled 
t~ arrive soon.To !acilitate easier repairs pe0ple have standard
ised on the mske of engine to e purchased. 

3. Vil:agers owned no outboards in 196~ -
they now own six engines. esulting improveme ts in transport and 
communicet·ons will benefit many in t~e lake e ·ion. 

4. The L • .• B-S. vqssel,whi h will mainly 
be used for trading on the lake and Mid.I.Ply River,should establi
sh Bf1'eliable lin between all ~illages.(The man who takes over 
from me should ge a g~od start · ith villagers by receiving the 
new vessel and outboards and pa sing them onto the villa_~ s). 

HEAL'J:H: 

1. It appears tbat here w~re s 
few deaths resul ting fr m the drought. 

2. As a rrsu.lt of poor .rood and dirty 
drinking water many eaees tomach complaints were reported 
however with the lake rising and water ag in in the sago swamps 
the health situation is ~apidly returning to n rmal. 

AGi'llGuLWRE : 

1. Alli ortant specta or this oubj et 
have been discussed in the section on .: CO IJ O j_c Development. 
~asically what we •••i12 requi re is a st.trvey of the economic 
potential tor rubber and fishing. ept. of Foreets coald survey 
timber potential. 

EDUC~TlvN: 

ly 

1. A shortage of food caused the U.F.M • . 
to a andon lower gnade c sees for over two months. ire a the 
Adllin school here destroyed three classroo and two dormi ies 
however classes were contin ed · , akeshift classrooms. 

2. For the first time children from Lake 
Murray s t for the Standard Six Territory examination - tbay d d 
extremely 3ll~All fourteen boys who ea for the exam passed and 
all have qualified to ttent bighscbool in Da.x~.Lake Murxay 
schoolboys gained second and fourth pl.ace in the Westerr. n·strict 
and several pase.~s we:r.-e in the top 09" of pasE»es in P .N .G ~. 

;. Parents at Lake Murray are showing an 
increasing interest in their eh ldrens' education.over the past 
two years attendance igures show an eacelJ ent improvement. 

CONCLUSIOll : 

1 • To maint ai:1 p-resent ' evelopm nt and 
n~oura~~ f tu.r develo m~ t imm iate ac ion is required to 

swing t~e peoBl~S efforts ~~Y fro reliance on . the c~ocod.ila 
s~in industry ~ t e es~ablishm , of a bber or timber 
:tr.dus try. 

· 2. F ture of ac1..-um-ulate uocie y prof~ .. s 
must be deci ed by the shareboldero.As aharaholders are quite 
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2. re pared to listen to <Adminietra tion reconunt:nda tions we 
must give the matter a lot of thoug~t and possibly conduct 
survey of the F£onomic P'tential of region.We must not ~iss 
this opporttt.rl ty to guide the people in order tha ·;J they may 
develop t~1eir region wit out demanding tinancial assistance etc. 
_ro~ the Aami.nietration. 

3. Such industries as fi~hing and crocodil 
farming require close scrutiny before large a.mounts ot Capj .. tal 
ar ~~veeted.Investiagtions into the possibilities ot selling 
11 tdllk tiaL'1 ar.t.. s t~f .,d crocodiles and vurtles should be 
unde~taken tmme iately - - am sure there is mone~ to be m~ e 
selli g th se items. 

4. Economic and Social development have 
adv&.nced rapidly over the past few years.To give this region 
its i~portant third dimension a Lo~al Government Council 
hould be ••c•e;ragmt eutablished to encourage Political 

Development. 

5 In a cou.ntry cr:ring ut for new indus~ 
ry d economic develo ment I believe 1~ is a tr~gedy to see 
thei; way the erocodil~ Ak!.n industry has beu handled b7 the 
Administration and House o Assembly.I firmly believe we have 

nco "1--aged (by Qur disinterest and ll'lactivit-3) the dea ructio 
~t an indu try liiah could have been wo~th ailliona ot pound.a 
uO Papua and N&V Gninea,I.t the croc le had not be n slaugbt
erod as it has been - if the right to catch croca had been 
rest~ict to the villager ~it outside shooters had been 
license , an forced to pay certain minimiw1r prices the oco:io.mic 
.tu i> of tlia lAke Murray people and • other p•ople in this 
District would ~ esent re probleJ1S.Not only does the econom~c 
f utur pr ent certain problema but we have to dispel ~ • 
anti A · ,~..iropean shootar d even House ot .A.ssembJ.7 t 
wbich exists in the background.~t may be too late ~t pe on&l~ 
I st ~1 hope the C.roc Protection Bill will be passed b:r the 
Hpuse of Assembly. 

6. It is very important !or future Of!ieere 
to ensure tl: when the Lake Murr · Btlyers • Socie~y vessel 
arrives in this reg on it makes regu r :':."UllS to vill ges inthe 
Mid/Ply region and around Lake Murra~.Kesulting regular 
communications and transport will bring all people in the Patrol 
Post region closer together thereby encoqraging Cocial,Bconomic 
and even . Politica~ development. 

F.J.L Haynes. 
Officer in Char e 




