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The proud Spanish transport San Antonio rode at

anchor in Mbnterey';uy‘the'ﬁornimg of Sunday, June 3, l??@. A

lone, robed figure stepped out upon deck, As he gazed shore-

ward he ralsed his arms heavenward, exelaiming "What a beauti-
1
ful porti"

The speaker was Father3ﬁ7§pero Serra, founder of
the missions in Upper California,

lLanding at the cove in the southern end of %bmter@y-'

Bay, where a great and spre

dding oak tree stood near the water's
edge, Serra was prepared to consecrate the place in the name of

411 was bustle and activity., Only once before

civilization,
in all the ages that had passed had the localities of Monterey

own a similar secene, That had taken place more than one
hundred and fifty years before when Sebastian Vizeaino landed
there on his voyage of exploration up the coast.

In preparation for the ceremony a shelter of branches
and leaves was erected, the ground was clearei}off and a @ress

was set up near the old oak, Water was blessed, and a number

of bells were hung from the limbs of the great tree. When all

the preparations had been completed, the whole company, composed

l., Fr. F., Palbu, Life and apestolic labors of Fr, Iuni ero

sSerra, 98,




of the members of the land and sea expeditions, assembled be-

fore the altar which had been econstructed under the arbor,
Tkansn who had ecome aboard the San Antonio were

Father“Presiiant‘Junipere Serra, Captain Juan Pérez,and First

Mate Miguel del Pino with thelr crew, Engineer Miguel Costanso,

Doctor Pedro Prat; and several soldiers, They had brought all
the equipment and supplies for the new presidio and mission,
In the land party had come Governor E@n Gaspar de Portold,
Captain Pedro Fages, uith twelve Catalan volunteers and seven

soldiers, Father Juan crespi, two muleteers and five Lower Cali-

fornia Indians, Thaassm;hlage at that historic celebration

thus consisted of some sixty or more persons, A11 the officers
and soldiers were in uniform and fully armed.
It was the holy day of Pentecost and the feast was

gun by the peals of the bells which had been hung under the

and

‘$4ree, This was done to call all the company together,
Father Serraalsa hoped to attract some of the native Indians
from the surrounding country by the noise, The Inii&ns, how=-

ever, were frightened out of most of their cuwidsiy

quite eontent to witness the strange Christian rites from the
| S
shelter of some convenient rock or tree at a safe distance,
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Father.Serrathendenned his alb and stole to eomiuct,the reli-
gious eceremonies, The entire company knelt and ehanted the
EEEEE&,;;ggEQE.S‘iritus,'after which Pather Serra blessed the
water and with it the great cross whiech had been constructed
and which all helped to raise into positioh. Serra sprinkled
the surroundings and the shore with holy water im order to
drive away all infernal enemies, After that was done, a high
mass was commenced at the altar, upom whlch was placed the
1nage Qf the HOly Vlrgin, whieh had been\éonatei for the expe-
4 salvez by the

dition to Monterey at the request of Don José de
Most Reverend Francisco de Lorenzana, Areﬁhishop of Mexico,
This first holy mass was sung by the father president, who also

pel. At the same time, repeated salutes

preached after the Gos

from the cannons of the San Aintonio and volleys from the nuskets

and other firearms were fired to take the place of musical ac-

eompaniment, At the close of the holy mass the Salvo Regina

was sung before the lovely statue of the Virgin, and the reli-

gious ceremony ended with the Te Deum Lauda

At the coneclusion of Father Serra‘s part of the pro~

gram, Governor Portola proceeded to take formal possession in

the name of Charles III. Fhe royal flag of Spain was holsted

g.;gngelharit Mﬂssions andmlssion&rias of ﬁaliftrnia,




~and saluted, after which those present went through the usual
form of procedure of taking~formal possession by p*flilg.uwass
and shrubs, throwing stones, ami making a«reeord of the act
in the preseriiadnwritteh document., This statement was signed
by Iortola, by all the army and ship offlcers and iy'thc friars

5)
as witnesses,

_ﬁlxally'tha officers and friars had their luneh
together under the shade of the oak near the shore, while the
soldiers and others enjoyed their meal a little apart.

Thus divine worship bégan at that place, and the

fonterey passed into the dominion and command

famous port of

of the &

gnish kings, On that same day of Pentecost the rever-
end father president, in the name of the king and of the rever-

end father guardian of the Apostolie College of San Fernando

in Mexieo, established a new mission under the title of Sax
Carlos Borromeo., He named as the prineipal patron of thg new
chureh the Most Holy Patriarech Saint Joseph, and named Father
Grespi as his asSistant:ninister. At that time the Presidio

of mgnterey was also founded by Portola, A few humble huts

were at once erected on a site surveyed by Miguel @cstansé, a

gunshot from the beach and three times as far from the port, on

Se Eldreige Hiéter* of G&lifornla, 5 270~271 Engelhardt,
d pissionaries, . I, 76=77, The full text




an inlet which communicated with the bay at high tide. Those
builldings constituted both presidio and mission. The iay\was
kr@ught to an end with réjoieing and feas:ting.6 '

There was another ceremony which took pléee on that

same day, but of a nature different from the first., On the

=an Cal'l Gs; 3

SRR et

day before, Alejo Vifio, the ship calker of the
died. Immediately after the cross and rite had been blessed

the solemn funeral took place, and was followed by the high'

mass The remains were buried at the foot of the large cross

which had been planted and veneratei.ln;front of the proposed

7
chapel.

As soon as the business of the day was finished,

Jovernor Portolé prepared his dispatch for the‘?ieeroy&ni

Visitor-general Galvez, giving them an aecout of all that had

been done, He then asked for volunteers to carry the report
to Mexico., From those who offered themselves he chose a young

soldier, and a sailor boy belonging to the erew of the San

Antonio.
Between the 3d and the 14th of June the company was
busy erecting the rude buildings that were to constitute the

presidio and mission, When finished, these were surrounded by

6. Elireige History of Galifornia, I 271' EMgelharit Missicns
and lisgionarles, IT, pt. I, 78-" Ban( ;, Bistory of G
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a palisade for protection, The largest and best of the rude
huts was b&esseé; as it was to serve as a chapel. On June 14;
thefirstéelebration of the feaSt of Corpus Christi took '

place, High mass was sung and a s@lenn,processioﬁ with the
blessed sécranelt was heli in the open air amid the thundering
of cannons, the rattle of musketry and the ehining of bells,
This feast was ascurge of great jdy to all those presemt.a

Oon the #fternpon of June 15, 1770, the two volunteer
messengers set out on horseback to take Portola's reports to
'L@uar California, They pr@ceedeéﬁai;ng the &@&St to a point.
about a day's journey south of San Diego, where they met
Captain Fernando Rivera y Moncada, JHB,'withtwenty soldiers,
was driving a large number of cattle and sheep.

’ Captain Rivera, seeing that hewaé close to his
destination, detached five of his soldiers to escort the mes-
sengers on their southward journey. They took the most direet
road down through the centér of the peninsula of Lower Cali-
f@rnia‘ﬁmi,sn August 2, 1770, arrivai at the mission of Todeos
santos, near Cape San lLucas, where Governor Matias de Armona
réceived them, He immediately had a vessel made reaiy which

: o
took them to San Blas,

[issions

8, Hittell, Histor. of California, I, 332; Engelhardt,
and m1381olarles,"7i~7-.
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. Mbanwhile,'vovernor Portolé, having finished estabe -
lishing the port at Monterey, turned over the military command
to Lieutenant Peiro.Fages and sailed‘on the §§g;A1téni@for
San Blas on July 9. He reached the latter port @nAﬁugust 1,

and, finding‘that he had arrived there before his neSsangers,

prepared new icspatches and sent them on ‘to Mexico city, Thare

was gzeat rejoicing at the eapital when Viceroy Croix and Don -
José de Galvez received the new of the successful founding of
Monterey. The bells of the great cathedral were rung and

they were answered by the bells of every other ehurch in the

eity; this was followed by a publlc thankﬁgiV1mg meiss and
10

feast of celebration.

Meanwhile, at Mblter@y‘F&ther Serra had begun his

labor for the conversion of the Indians. During the first two

weeks of the Spanish occupation, they had been frightened away

by the continual noise of firearms and for a long time remained
hidden, It was only by slow degrees and in smell groups that
they began to:r@agpear, allurei'partly‘by presents and partly
by euriosity. The rude shed erected under the,?izeain@ Oak

was improved and converted into a sort of echurch, and on June
16, was solennly'comseeratedas such; but there was no congre-

gation other than the Spaniards.,

10, Eldredge, History of California, I, 272-273,
Hittell, Hfsto y of california, I, 333-334,
Ianeroft "History of California, I, 172~173.




Fathers Serra and Crespﬁ were making attempts tc‘eon-
vert the Indians who appeared at the presidio but unfortunate-
ly there was no one among the Spaniarié th knew the Indian
language, so their task app@aredinsurmountable; In the land
expedition was a LewerCalifornia Indian boy who @ffér@i saﬁa
possibilities, Father Serra put him.toassociating'wiﬁh the
natives and &fter some months of such contacts the boy learned 5

enough of the local language so that he was able to act as in-

¢ .

- terpreter between the friars and the Indians., By that method,

the idea %o

with great patience the fathers finally conveyed
the natives that they had come from far away to.brimg'th@m.hap~
piness. $one of the heathens were willing to listen, and thus
it eame to pass that on December 26, 1770, Father Serra h&p~
pily recorded the first baptism among th@nativesofﬁbxtfiey

and the Indian was given the name of Bernardino de Jesis.

puring the latter half of 1770 and the first half of

1771, themission remained om the beach, in front.of_ the an-
ehdrage, where it héi been originally loeated, But as there
was little lend suitable for tillage in the vieinity, Serra
deeided to move the mission to a spot on the bank of the Carmel
River about five miles south of Bonteréy,huher@ the cultivable
grounds were rich, ext@nsive, pleasantly situated and well

watered, With that object in view, Serra, in the summer of

11, Engelhardt, lission 8s marlesBorromeo, 29,




1771; caused timber to be felled and several structures.to.be
ereected at the Carmel site. These included ashapel, dwellings,
barracks, corrals and stockade; and near the end of the year,
about December 1771, he moved the nission,into‘them, leaving
the presidio and chapel as before on the beach guarding the

i |
harbor. The new mission then took the officecial name of San

e

ionterey came to be
13

carlos Borromeo, and the old mission at
called The Royal Chapel of the Presidio of Monterey.
As has been stated already, the first building set

up for the presidio chapel was a crude affair made of logs
standing on end, the interstices filled with twigsani plas~-
tered with mud, The roof was made of beams over which was
laid a lajer of sticks about an inch or two thick; then several i
layers of branches and leaves were spread on top and the whole

thing eovered with earth to the depth of four or five inches,

When this was tamped down it made a fairly waterproof roof,
there being just enough of a slope to it so that the water -

would run off,

During the first year and a half that the chapel was
established and up to the time when Father Serra finished the
first buildings for the new mission on the Carmel River, Father

g Gres?& was assigned to serve the presidio church and the white

ifornia, 15 334-335.
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people., As soon as the Carﬁel'nissi@n.was constructed, Father
Grespi was ordered to 301n the father president therc and
thereafter thc chapel at the presidio was lef? W1thout a resli-
dent priest, but one from Mision San Carlos would go there
once a week to hold services for the officers and men at the
presiéio. while Father :respi was at the Monterey chapel he

was assisted by two new missionaries who arrived in 1771,

They were Fr. Joseph Cavaller and Fr. Domingo Juncosa, Who

tock chargahof iisibn Sen Luis Obispo when that establishment®

was founded.,

ly lecember 1773, the original wooden aﬁd mud chapel
" had heen dlsc&rded and another one with adobe Walls and mud-

covered roof was built on the south side of the presidio sguare
opposite the north gate of the pr631d10 stockade, Adjoining 1%

was & little room of the same material for the use of tho mis-

sionary father who went there to celebrate holy mass every St

day and holiday of obligation. on the other side of it was
the dwelling of the commandant, also of adobe. When the Anza

-COIQny,g iv in 1776, they were quartered at the presidio

and held services in the chapel,
For twenty years that pude chapel served as the
'presiii@'ehurch. During that time it was visited by several

distinguished persons, The first to arrive was Captain Jean

14, Engelhardt, Mission San Carlos Borromeo, S56.
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Francois Galoup de la Pérouse and his scientifie expedition
that was on a voyage of diseovery round the world, He and his

staff, with their two ships, the Boussole and Astrolabe,

entered Monterey on September 14, 1786, The Fren#hmeﬁ were
recelved by Governor Pedro Fages, Captain Estevan Martinez of
the Spanish navy, and Father President Fermin Lasuén. The
guests were given a fine reception of welcome with all mili=-
tary honors and attended services at the presidio chapel., These
men also visited ﬁisi6h3an,carlos during their stay in Monte-

rey, and after about ten days departed for the Orient and
| 15 ~

South Sea Islands on September 24th, 1786,

The next person of note to visit the presidio and its
chureh was Captain George Vancouver with his naval expedition
to the North Pacifie and round the world. That British naval
~officer and his company arrived in Monterey on November 27,
1792, Governor José€ ﬁr;ﬁell@,eaptain Bodega y Cuadra of the

r and Father lLasuén received the distinguished

Spanish nawv

visitors with a salute of thirteen guns and a reception at the

That visit

presidio including services at the Royal Chapel,
lasted until January 18, 1793, when the expedition sail@i for

the southwest, Vaneouver made two subsequent visits to Monte=-
rey, on November 1, 1793, and NsVember 6, 1794, The last time

he stayed until December 2, 1794, when he sailed for Bngland

. 15, Bancroft, History of California, I, 429=-433,
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16
around Cape Horn,

In 1789, a new building for the Royal Presidio Chapel
was begun at EOnterey. It was finished in 1791, In August,
1789, a fire destwoyed abeut‘héit\of the buildings at the
Presidio of Monterey so Governor Faaes_sat to work to have
them rebuilt, Three masons whokhad been taken to Monterey by
the transport that year were set to work quarrying.stdne with
the help of some eighty Indians from Mision Santa €lara, The
- masons were employed as arehit@cts and builders, Xilns for
burning tiles and makiggliﬁe from shells were set ﬁp, and by
1791 a new stone chapel and houses were ereeted.l7

The materials used in the construction were all found
in the neighborhood. The stone and timber were from the hills
in back of the church, the lime came from shells in the bay
and the sand from the nearby beach. The Indian labor was paid
for in blankets, cotton cloth, beads and shells to each worker.
The Indians were also fed by the govermnentwhile on the job,

Their breakfast chsisted of a ration of beef, and the dinner

and supper of pozol, a mixture of boiledicorn and beans,
ing the months that the natives were employed, they were treated

with kindness and were allowed rest periodsand time off to go

of Galifornia, I, 509-529,

16, Baneroft, History
of California, II, 12-13,

17, Eldredge, HiIstory
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to the beach to collect shells, They were also given presents
of"striﬁgs of beads and other trinkets, all of which kept them
in good humor and v@rking industriously. The results were ex-
eellent.18 The plan of the néw*ehurchlwas in accordance with
a design made by Antonio Velasquez, the director of the Royal

Academy of San Carlos; and it was followed as closely as cir-

cumstances would permit. By the time the building was complete

it had cost the royal treasury the very small sum of three

thousand pesos, and in this expense were included a number of

other buildings and repairs to o0ld ones, all of which formed
parts of the presidio.

Theehurch’ofiﬁonterey5 as built in 1791, was a build-
ing more than one hundred feet long and some forty feet wide,
rectangular 1n shape, of the basilica type. The front of the
chapel was to the north, and its carved stone facade had ornate

mg ssive arched doorway. Over the doorway was a

mediun;sizei almost square window. The bell tower rose at the
northeast eorner of the building. Hglfway up the front wall

was a small window about two feet square. The belfry had two
arches; one faced north and the other east, Each contained six
bells, which had been cast in Spain, The tile rodf was the low
arehéd type. The interior was quite plain and simple, the white-

washed wall being decorated with a few picturesand images of

18, Hittell, Histor]

‘of California, I, 538-339,
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saintss The altar and pulpit were at the south end of the
building. This chapel continued to serve unchanged until
the middle of the 19th century when it was reconstrueted
and its form altered to fhe shape of a cross,lg

The new chapélaaw many important funetions take

place within its walls in later years, besides the weekly

¥

services and holiday feasts., ¥very time a new governor

-
£

arrived a great celebration took place in Monterey in which

solemn religious services were held in the chapel. This was

especially true during the Spanish era, Governor Piego

de Borica took office,in'1794, a high mass was held in the

| '
chapel, At the time that Governor Don Jose Joaquin de

Arrillaga arrived in Monterey, on January 20, 1806, there were
gand celebration with the chureh taking a

two days of feastin
’ 20

full part im the affair,

When Arrillaga died the new governor was Don Pablo
Vieente SoI%. On his arrival at the presidic, on ﬁugust 20,
1815, he found the place all decorated with greenery and
flowers. That evening there was a great banquet and the place
was llluminated by many lamps and flares. The next day friars,

settlers, and Indians came to Monterey from all the country

19, L. B. Powers, 0ld Mﬁntere‘, O2es Glives a picture of the
church as it was orginally, '
20, Baneroft, History of California, I, 530-540; II, 204-207,
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round, Father President Sehen, with twenty friars and thirty
native musicians ang singers headed by Jose el,cantor, marched

in proecession to the presidio chapel to chant a Te Deum. They

were followed by Covernor Sola with his officers and soldiers

amid the booming of artillery salutes., When the mass was con-
cluded the president made a speech of welcome, Then the reli-
gious ceremonies ended and were followed by a review of the ‘
troops in the plaza and an address by the new gcvérn@r, all of
which received the loud acelaim of the populace. The rest of

21
the celebratloa.took'place at the executive mansion,

For the next three years the Roy&l Presidio Chapel
- led a very quiet existence, with an occasional wedding, a
b&ptisn, a funeral, and the weekly services to k@ep up the
usual routine, Onlﬂsvamber el, 1818, there oecurrei one of
the importent events in the career of that chureh., This was
the arrival in Monterey of thé two insurgent ships from
‘Buenos Aires under the command of Captein Bouchard, He had

brought his fleet u} to California to attempt to induce the

valiformiansto join the revolution against Spain., But instead

L.

- of landing to persuade them by peaceful arguments, the French-

men immediately opened fire on the fort., The Ctlifornlans put

up & stout defense, but flnally;belng greatly outnumbered by the

21, Baneroft, Historjy

of califernla, II, 208-209; Atherton,
Callfornla' an ntT"a story

09-603 Hitt@ll History
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insurgents, the governor ordered the'peopia to evacuate the
port. He and his few soliiers and their families then took
refuge at Rancho del Rey, near the present town of Salinas,
The pitates were thus left in undisputed possession of Monte-

puring their stay of some ten days they managed to loot

reye.

the town and the c¢hurch. The presidio chapel was stripped of

everything of value, and just before sailing they set fire to

‘the house and,presiiiou Only the chapel escaped unharmed., AS
soonasthe pirateéhai gone, G@verner de Selé and his people

returned to Monterey, in time to ext1n611sh the smouldering
| 28
ruins oftmearfwam@s-.mq:terey was guiekly'reiullt.

Fbur other uneventful years passed by with enly the
usual services taking place at the presidio chureh., In 1&22,

eanother great celebration took place in lMonterey during which

the chapel played an important part. This was held at the
time California passed from ﬁpanishieﬁinien to that of the
Republic of Mexico, following the war of imdepen&énee in that
country. At that time the government of Mexieco sent a priest

by the name of Agustin Fernandez de San Vicente as a commis~

sioner to California to effect the ehange of flag,
Canon Fernandez arrived in Monterey by water on

September 27, 1822, and was received by Governor de Solé and

c2e Geo Tays, Revolutlonar: Californla, Universlty of C&lifornla,

Ph.D. thesls, 1S . _
I, 224-234; Hittell, History of Callfo:




17

Father Presidént Payeras. During that day and the next, re-
ceptions and déinners both private and public were given in
honor of the iistinguishéi guest. On September 29th, the
ceremony of lowering the Spanish flag and holsting the lexi-
can flag took place in the center of the presidio parade
ground, atnoén. It was attended by everyone who could be

present. The officers and soldiers were in full uniform and = °

the eivilians in their Sunday best. They formed a hollow
gguere about the flagpole in the center of the plazé. The

artillery had the east side, the infantry the south si&e, the
eavalry thé north and the populace ceéupieé the west side of

When all was in readiness a bugle sounded ang

the square,

Governor Sola and Gommissioner Fernandez in full pancply
appeared from the governor's mansion and, followed by a color

guard bearing the new fl&g; advanced to the flagpole,

The troops were standing at attention and the people
were bareheaded and silent. When the procession reached the

| staff, Fernandez gave the order to strike the Spanish Royal

sovernor de Sola received it as it reached the

banner and
ground, At the commissioner's e@n£:ni, the new lMexican flag
wés'raised. This was followed by a salute éf twenty-one guns
and three rounds of musketry while the spectaforsr&isgi their
voices with the ery "Long life Mexican independence,®

Imneéiately‘foll@wing the flag raising, a solemn




18

service was held in the Royal Presidio Chapel at the south side
of the square. @uring:the.preceiing twoiays other services
‘had also been held there, but that of the 29th.waé asbacial
one, A solemm high mass waé céniuctéd by Father President
Payeras himself, followed by a sermon and an address by Fernan-

dez., Then the Te )ﬂumeas sung, and the services closed to

the rllglng of bells and the thunder ané rattle of artillery

20
and musketrye.

From 1822 oﬁward, 1ittle of nete took place at the
presidio chapel except the weekly servieces conducted by‘the'
friar from San Carlos, and an occasional wedding, baptism or

aay'1827

funeral. The next big feast to be held there was in
when Governor Eecheandia arrived at the capltal from San Diego.
Then the high mass was held and the usual formal ceremonies of

weieeme to the governor were held.,
jénuel Vietoria took office, in

Agaln 'when chernor
- January 1851 rcliglous services were held at the presidio
chapel as was the procedure when a new governor arrived, There
- was little religious activity during the following two years
of revolutionary turmoil, but there was a grand feast when

Governor Rigueroa arrived in Monterey. The reception to the

new official included a high mass and other religious ceremonies,

nish California,™ in California
1Y, XV; No. 2 June 1900 - -142. .

23, Tays, "The passing of Spe
' " Galifornisa, I, aC 7’28 ‘ Ms. A

Histarical Stcietl Juart

]@mcreft Library;‘




19

The governor brought with him ten new missionaries from the
College of Zacatecas who were to také charge of the eight
northern missions, including San Garlss.z4
In’péeeﬂber_lBSé;the complete secularization of
the missions was begun., At that time the Franciscan friaps
from the College of San Férnando retired to the missions of
Southern California, leaving the friars from Zacatecas in
péssession of the n@rthernﬁissions. Father'José Maria del
Reél then became the minister at Mision San Carlos, and ke
also assumed the duties of conducting services at the presidio
chapel, Within a year or two after Alvarado became the gover-
~nor in 1836, the Misiton San Carlos was in ruins due to the
activitiés of the eivil administretors. Father @el Real moved

churech

to the Royal Presidio Chapel and it’h@e&ne the parish
of NMonterey. s '

- Father Real was verypoorly-supportei'by his cecon-
gregation at Monterey during the years after he took up his

duties there, On May 3rd, 1845, he wrote to the acting gover-

" nor asking aid for the maintenance of the ehurch and its minister,
He proposed that a subseription of the citizens Ee taken for
the purpose of supporting iivine worship and the priest, in
accordance with an agreement which had been reached between

Bishop Diego and Governor Micheltorena,

24, Engelhardt, Mission San Carlos Borromeo, 182-183,
25, Powers, 0ld kK r, 127-130,
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Governor Pico wrote to thejudgeatﬁonterey to
assemble the people in order that they might contribute to
a fund for Father Real, ﬁdthilg éeens to have come from
that move and the friar Wés foreced to accept feegfer
baptisms, marriages, burials and other ser*\r:‘.ee:s‘.m6

Father Antonio Real was transferred to Mision Santa
Cruz in November 1845, leaving lionterey without a priest for
some n@mthé. José Castro wrote to Bishop Diego on February 6,
1846, requesting that Father Real be returned to Monterey, but
the request was denied, Later in the month, however, the ‘

Ambris as minister of Monterey
27

bishop appointed Fathar'%sr@tao
to fill the vaeaméy, He\servai there for several years.
Farly in 1345 Fath@r Ramirez took eharge of the
presidio ahurch. In November ll49 he was asked, in e.npany
"with the Reverend vr. Willey, to epen with prayers,the ses-
sions of the constitutional convention in Golton H’all.za

ly in need of

ATfter 18350, the presidioc church was bad
repairs, and so, in 18355, Governor Romualdo Pacheco donated
the money for its repair and reconstruction., At that time
Father Eaﬁtista Comellas was the pastor of the church, and the

work was done under his direction.

26, Engelhardt Mission San Carlos de lorremeo, 212-213,

2%7. Ibid,, 215. -

28. G. MacFarland,
62~-63.

v, craélegg,aaliforniafs romance,
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The new church was built, in the form of a cross, of
the white limestone found in the vieinity. The nave was formed
by the old chapel, whose length was increased by thirty feet,
and when complete was 120 feet long by 40 feet wide., Transepts:
of thé same material were added, and the whole was comple ted
in 1858. The facade i1s the original one built in 1790, except
that the bell tower was given a peaked roof instead o% the flat
one of former years and erosses were added to the top of the
tower and the front of.the~nave. -The large and ornate main
altar was built at that time, and is said té have been the
work of an Indisn., The interior was decorated with many objects
of interest, principally with the furnishings, pletures and
vestment s belonging to Mision Carmel, These articles were
taken to Monterey from Sen Carlos by Father Real at the time
he took over the Presidic Chapel when the mission was abandoned,
Father Ramirez also was able to secure other objeets that had
been stolen from the mission at the time of its secularization.
The sacred vessels of San Carlos were also deposited in the
new church, és-w&s'the reliquary, all of which:are kept in an
iron safe of ancient design., This also i$8 evidently the work
@fIﬁdians. It is rudely earved and gaudily painted., On the
back is a list of contents in Father Serra's handwriting. The
record béoks, the most valuable of allthiﬁgs in a church, also
came from San carlos., The beginning records in the books are

in Fether Serra‘'s hand, This contains the records of all
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baptisms, marriages and deaths which ocecurred at Mision San
29

Carlos during the life of that mission.

The walk in front of the main entrance to the church
was paved with the sections of vertebrae of whales, taken from
the old whaling station in Monterey. Just in front of the door
,these'bones'are arranged in the form of a star.

mber of

The reliquary already mentioned contained a m
interesting relics which Father Serra brought and prized very
highly. Some of these were bones from the Catacombs of Rome,

Dei of wax, Father Serra used to carry the reli-

quary in procession’on each November Iéﬁh. Since it has been
in the presidio church it has been used on similar occasions.
In the altar space or sanctuary there are a number of

- fine chairs, evidently brought from the Philinpima ISlands or
Cchina by the Manila galleons, The frames are of teak, ebony,
or ironwood, with seats of marble, and disks of marble in the
backs, In the sacristy is the ironssafe in which Serra kept
the sacred vessels as well as the important papers connected
with his office., It is sheeted with iron bands‘and govered
all over with basses. It is about three feet wide and four

feet highs To this chureh were also brought the copes, stoles;
. maniples,'and other vestnents which were once used by‘Father

30
Serra at Mision San Carlos.,

29, &rs. AeS.C. Forbes, California missions and landmarks, 190~191.
50. G. W. James, In and out of the old missions, IBG-IBE.

SR, O — | S GEORCII. | COWSSRTR  pesTE s '




23

~ After Father Comellas, the Reverend Angelo Casanova
‘became the minister at the presidio church and served there
from 1868 to 1893, iuring his long pastorate he did mueh to
keep his churcﬁ in repair and active service. It was he who
first undertook the restoration of Mision S*s Carlos.'»
Father Casanova was succeeded by the Reverend R.l.
Mestres. Under his care the church has been kept in repair
and many improvements have been made, His refinement and
culture are evident in the interior remodeling of the ahurch

ol
and in all its im;rovements.-

About 1910, the old oak tree under whose shaie Viz=-
caino and Father Serra landed, and which had stood for centu~
ries at the spot, iiei from injuries received to its roots
from workingmen engaged in digging a iitdho\ The tree was thén
uprooted and tossed into the bay. Father Mestres, héarimz
about it, had the trunk rescued!. sand set in conerete in the

02
back yard of the church, where it stands today.

mes Culleton, D.D., has

During recent years Father Ja
reassembled a large part of the library which Falher Serra
started and whiech was formerly housed at Mision San Carlos

before it was sold by Governor Pico, "for debt." This library

31, 4. G. Andresen, Historic landmarks of Monterey, 8; F. Rider,
- Rider's California, 3500,
forbes, (alifornia missions and lanarks 191,
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is now at the presidio church; some of its volumes are several
hundred years old and many are priceless first editions. It

is hoped that most of the books which were lost at the time of

secularization will some day be recovered. They all bear the
device of Misitn San Carlos on the backs and were catalogued
by Father Lasuen. | 3
It is a long time since the first part 6f the Royal
Presidio Chapel was built, From the day in 1791 when the
'stone chapel was first dedlcated, the little red lamp in the

sanctuary has never ceased to burn, the symbol of everlasting

life. From 1770 until this day the‘montergy church has been
in eontinual use, the only sanctuary to serve California fi@n.v
its very beginning, Withéut a bréak. E

The &rchitectural charqcterisﬁics of theeﬁurch'are
- derived directly from the elassic spirit prev&iling in the
churches in Mexico at that time. The carvings over the main
door and side entrances are distinetive features. The winding
stone steps leading to the chéir loft are also characteristic,

The chureh was originally built in basilica form,
as were most of the California‘mmasiong. When it was rebuilt
in 1858, a Romanesque altar was added, followed by other
changes which did mueh violence to the original architeetural
plan, One of the worst changes was the use of Gothic windows
instead of the Hispanic ones. Within recent years the old

church has been acquiring a good collection of museum pieces
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pertaining to the mission life.,

The Right Reverend Phillip S. Scher, Bishop of lMonte-
rey, has recently made up é plan to restore the old church to
its original Hispanic form, stillkeepingfhetransept. This
will be started when the funds areav&iﬁahie.zz ! '

It 1s to be hoped that the movement to bui;i a brand
new church for MOnterey'will be forgotten, and that ﬁﬁe old
presidio church may continue to serve and its everlasting light
burn as it has these many years, a living symbol and a link be-

tween an era which is gone and the one to come,

9O P@WGTS, 0ld Monterej
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