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TH_E HlJ _)tN 
ELEC-r ~-c TY 131LL l!l 

_ ~~_You have been repeatedly told in these N~vsletters that the 
H'.:'P t.r.I ,L IRRIGATION DISTR.Icrr of Imperial Colmty Calif. which is 
0 ?nt~U:ed 1niy the_ big fa:r7f1 iff~erests is swindling you of $14 
millions yearly J • .i:.l exo:r-b1. taut elootrioi ty ~ills .. 

It was explained to you tnat the big ranchers should pay $9.10 
per acref'o_...t for water but isst.ead were only charged $2.e(!, per 
acrefoot and thereby paying only 1/4 of the correct price~ Wh0 
are the~,big ranchers? There ar(, only a few local o~es. :!WOST OF 
THEM ARE ABSENEEE L.~NIDWNERS. You• the people of this area who 
~rc1 workers, m,erohants, and businessmen and your families werio be­
ing o~uged 3 ·times tJJ.e corre~t pri,H} for eleotrioi ty s~ that the 
~per1.al Ir-rlgation Distri~t wollld be able to sell the irrigat-
ion water to the big farm interests at 1/4 the correct prioe& 

The ~irgil Pinkley chain of newspapers in El Centro, Brawley 
and C'1lexioo, have been freqlle.ntly attaoked in these Newsletters 
as PlNKLEY'S PROSTITUTED PRESS becausQ it would not inves'tigata 
~d print arti.cl~,s about this electricity swindle and other 
important matters like the u.s. Reolam.atio~ Law with its limit­
ation of 320 aores farm for husband and wife,. etw.. nut about 3 
fears ~", a ~ewspaper compWly from South Bend, Ind .. bought majority 
~roL o:f'-the newspapers. Repeatea complaints were sent to this 
Indiana oom.pany so that in the past 2 years, the newspapers in 
Imperial Collllty are printing artioles about these serious pro~lems. 
The news co"f'erage is still slanted but at least there has ~een. a 
great improvement to what we.s goi:ig on. previt,usly~ 

One of the big improvements is the coll.ll1lm called PROBE i~ the 
3 local newspape-rs. People write in complaining of certain matters 
and reporters are sent out to question people who know abo~t the 
matter in question. The answer is then gi~en in PROBE. 

. In the June 26, 1967 issue of these papers, somebody from El 
Ce~tr, wrote in complaining about the terminatien of the wate~ tax 
whiJe the ele~trioity bills continue to be exorbitant. All you 
readers are advised to go to the libraries in Brawley, El Centro 
and Calexioo und r~ad PROBE or that dato. The reporter who wrote 
this article went to the Imperial Irrigation Distriat for inf0r-m­
atio!t. What he wrote is not true. Vital iuformation is left C'Ut. 

Now this is not the fault of the reporter or the newsp~pers .. 
rrhey expected that the Imperial Irrigation Distrtot :::ould gJ. "re 
the truth and not leave out impo:::-·tant information... ·1t.ey did not 
l'Jl.QW that the I .I .D .. is alwayE.: pll~ting out, i.::..t)s, d.ii=: ':;c::-til'Jg. th~ 
truth, and omitting vital fact3 so that you. user~ of electr-J.ci ~! 
Should not be able tc learn how you are bein~ swindled •Jr.t of $ ... 4 
millions yearly in eleotr1.city hiJ.ls. 

, So it was written in PROBE of that date, that Fc:...lm Sprj_ i:.f 9 

'nhich is j>tret as t .ot as Brawley, El Centro, and Ca.lexie;o, and has 
~~ use ai~cond.itioning for the UO degrees sunrner dsse:t he~t, 
"noula._ be tis.ea. for comparison') PRO:a.rl; stated that sn 11 0.T' erngfJ us-er" 
in Palm Sp-ri..n.gs in the S\ll'Jll'\ er would r,s.y $38. (J-4 for electricl ~Y • 
Bu.t the av-a-rag~ us-er- he~ would :P83: $38.)0. That here., the user 
v-1ou.l.d. ~ ,4 oenta leSB. THIS .IS -A. BLG-U.Et..tl y-ou.__were-llil't told. 



~ t ! .. " 
The So nthern Cal.i.forn:i.a Edison Co. which sells the electrj_o-

i ty in Palm Springs is privately owned (j_nvestor owned). As suoh, 
:::..'l; pays very~l1ea,ry taxes on. its propert~r to the County of Riverside 
and to the City of Palm Sp.~ings. The 11 0P.iui BILL JJ'OR I:JL.ii;CTRlClTY" 
that the Palm Springs resident gets montbly has incl11d0d in it 
the expe112es incurred by the Southern Salifornia .Edis(,n Co. in pay­
ir.:.g tlle heavy pro pa:rty ta:rns. So t.ht3 residentc of Palm Springs when 
they get their property tax bills from the City of Palm Sorings, 
m.versid.e Cou.rty, schools, and special districts in November of 
each yea.~·, DO NO'l1 have to pay extra property taxes to make up for 
tl:e So. Cali:'., Edison Co. which has paid its property taxes in full. 
Th i' :-e is no "HIDDEN ELECTRICITY BILL" in thes0 tax bills they receive~ 

But here, you receive each month the ''OPEN BILL FOR Ji..'1.,ECTRICITY" <I 

It does not contain the expenses of paying the tax bills fQr prop­
erty by the Imperial Irrigation District to the Countv, to the Citios 0 

to the schools and to the soeoial districts 0 TEi1!~ l1\1P .. ~RIAL IHRIGA?ION 
DISTRlCrr IS NOT AN INV~STOR .. O\VN°.(!;D UTIU'l'Y AND lirlS NOT B.&£N PAYING 
LOCAL PROP .J;!;HTY T./'l~S. . -·, 

~o when you residents of Imperial County get your property 
~ax bills from the County, Cities, sohools 5 and special distriots, 
in November of each year, you have t~ pay extra taxas to make up 
for ~he I.I.R., In these p::_o i)erty tax bills that come yearly is 
the HIDDEN ~LECTRICITY BIL.t," whi,,h you pay in the form of the extra 
taxes to make up for the IoI~D. The District has been es~aping $4o7 
m~ll~ons yearly ir, property -caxes. So you residonts pay $4. 7 
mll1.ons extra for eJ.eot.ricity which has been conoealed in the 
property tax bills so THAT YOU SHOULD NOT KNGW WHAT IS ao:i:NG ON. 

This is how the report.er and the local newspapers were fooled 
into printing a bun.&h of liea in PROB.E ~f JUJ1e 26, 1967. The I.I.D. 
just did not tell the reporter about the "HIDDEN ELECTRICITY BILL"• 

So that you undarstand this .better,, take the resident .in El -' 
Centro. When the new electri& generating plant is completed in this 
city, tne city property tax on the new plant plus that on the ol~ 
plant plus that on the substations, transformers, and electric lines 
of the I.I.D. should be $5OO,OOO.Oi yearly. The City of El Centro 
is going to have a budget of $2.9 millions for 1967-68. The State 
and Federal governments will give the city $2.l millions in the 
form of sales tax rece:i.pts, gasoline tax receipts, et0. et&. The 
property owners of El Centro will have to pay $8OO,O(}.;.OO to make 
up the difference. Buti j_f the Imperial Irrigation District was 
forced to pay its $5OOcOO0,.OO propei:-ty tax to the City, the other 
residents will have to pay onJ.y $3OG,OO0,OO resulting in a 62% 
reduction in taxes to them. 1.'he taxpay-ers in the other oi ties will 
make similar savings depending on tho amount of property of the I.I.D., 

If the I.I.D. is made to pay property taxes to the County, 
Cities, schools, and specia~ districts, evexyone will have big sav­
ings in their prop0rty ta:.-r..es ft The Distri.ot is now paying property 
taxes in Ri -werside County where it has eleci.,rj_o lines, tranf'or&ers, 
and substation•• The 8-J.Jt Rivar Projc:it whicJ1 'is the irrigation 
District around Phoenix, Ariz. was plllling the same ki.n.d of eleotrio1 
1 ty swindle in the selling cf irrigatj_on water and. electri o powe~., 
But the people fjnally revoJ.ted and forced. ·i~ho Salt River Project 
to pay property taxes and in this way lighte.u the luad of the 
eleotrioity swinQle. The City of Los Angele8 was forced to pay 
property taxes on the o~uens River Aqueduct in Inyo and Moll') Counties. 
It not only pays on the dams and the 'Jig pipos bu:t also personal 
property taxes on the water stored behind the dams. 

Dr. Yellen. is now going to stsrt a campaign to put the I.I¢D. 
on the tax ro.Lls of the County and varioL1s cities so that the "HID­
DEN ELECTRICITY BILL" is stopped. Explain to your frienc.s how 
they have to pay extra electricity bills hidden in the property 
taxes. The Imperial Irrig. Dist. is the biggest property owner in 
the oounty • .Another News.letter will tell mQre o.n the S\'fi.NDLINGt l l 
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