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'HE HIDDEN
FLECTRICITY RILL M

\erou have been repeatedly told in these Newsletters that the
1MPLRI - L IRRIGATION DISTRICT of Imperial County Calif. which 1s
controlled by the big farm interests is swindling you of $14
millions yearly in exorbitant elestricity b»ills.

It was explained to you that the big ranchers should pay $9.20
per asrefost for water but iastead were only charged $2.2@ per
acrefoot and thereby paying only 1/4 of the correct price. Whe
are the big ranchers? There are only a few local ozes. MOST OoF
THEM ARE ABSENTEE LANDOWNERS. You, the people of this area who
are workers, merchsnts, and businessmen and your families were be-
ing eharged 3 times the correst price for elesctriocity s» that the
Imperial Irsigation Distriet would be able to sell the irrigat-
ion water to the big farm interests at 1/4 the correct price.

The Virgil Pinkley chain of newspapers in El Centro, Brawley
and Calexiso, have bsen frequently attacked in these Newsletters
as PINKLEY'S PROSTITUTED PRESS because it would not investigate
and print articlss about this electricity swindle and other
importent matters like the U.S., Reclemation Lew with its limit-
atlon of 320 aeres farm for husband and wife. ete. Butl about 3

ears age, a sewspaper company from South Bend, Ind. bought majority

7). of the newspapers. Repeated complaints were sent to this
Indiana gompany so that in the past 2 years, the newspapers iln
Imperial County are printing articles about these serious proslems.
The news coverage is still slanted but at least there has been &
great improvement to what wes going on previeuslys

Dne of the big improvements is the column called PROBE i3 the
3 local newspapers. People write in complaining of certain matters
and Teporters are sent out to question people who know about the
matter in question. The answer is then giwen in PROBE.

. In the June 26, 1967 issue of these papers, somebcdy from El
Centry wrote in comﬁlaining about the terminatien of the water tax
while the elestricity bills contimue to be exorbitant. All yqu
readers are advised to go to the libraries in Brawley, El Gantr%
and Galerico and read PROBA& of that date., The reporier who W20 %
this artiele went to the Imperial Irrigation Distriet for 1nfeL»E
ation. Whet he wrote is not true. Vital information 1s FELT Bghe

Now this is not the fault of the reperter or the neWSP?Eers°
They expeoted that the Imperial Irrigation Distriet would g.¥e
the truth and not leave out important informatiof. ;uSY.@id ﬁo
gnow that the I.I.D. is always pusting out lies, dissorting Tad
truth, and omitting vital facts 80 that you users of elegtr1§-$:4
Should not be able t¢ learn how you are being gwindled att ol ..
millions yearly in eleotricity Dbills.

\ So it was written in PROBE of that date; téa% Palm Spriz¢s
which is j¥st as kot as Brawley, £l Centro, and ualﬁx%sg% ﬁggtnas
%y use airconditicning for the 110 degrees sugmer aesers gat,
‘would be used for comparisch. PROBE stated that zn "averageLuser"
in Palm Springs in the sumrer would pay $38.94 for electriciiye
But the &verage.user here would pay $38.30. That here, the user
would pay €/ cents less, THIS IS A EIGLIEWL Youwere -nwt told.



about the "HIDDEN ELECTRICITY BILL"™ 11t}

. _The Southern California Edison Co. which sells the electric-
}ﬁy in Palm Springs is privately owned (investor owned)., As such,

it pays very hsavy taxes on its property to the County of Riverside
and to the City of Palm Springs. The "OPsN BILL FOR wLZCTRICLTY"
Ehat the Paim Springs resident gets monthly has included in it

?ne expenses incurred by the Southern California Edieon Co. in pay-
ing the heavy property taxes. 8o the residentc of Palm Springs when
t@ey ggt their property tax bills from the City of Palm Springs,
Riverzide Courty, schools, and special districts in November of

each yeac, D0 MOT have to pay extra property taxes tc make up for

the So. Calif, Edison Co. whish has pald its property taxes in full.
Thers is no "HIDDEN ELECTRICITY BILL" in thess tax bills they receivee

But hers, you recelve each month the "OPEN BILL FOR ELECTRICITY Y.,
It does not contain the expenses of paying the tax bills for prop-
ertngy the Imperial Irrigation Distriot to the Coutnty, to the Cities,
tocmue schqols and to the special districtas, THE IMPARIAL IRRIGATION
DISTRICT IS NOT AN INVESTOR OWWsD UTILITY AND HaS NOT BsEN PAYING
I.OCAL PROP&RTY TaXsS. hE

So when you residents of Imperial County get your property
tax bills from the County, Cities, schools; and special districts,
in November of each year, you have te pay extra taxes to make up
for Ehe I.T.D, In these property tax bills that come yearly is
the "HIDDEN ZLECTRICITY BILi" which you pay in the form of the extra
taxes to make up for the I.I.D. The Distriot has been essaping $bo7
m}llions yearly ir property taxes. So you residents pay $4s7
millions extra for electriclity which has been eoncealed in the
property tax bills SO THAT YOU SHOULD NOT KNoW WHAT IS GOING ON.

Th;s gs how the reporter and the local newspapers were fooled
into printing a bunsh of lies in PROBE of June 26, 1967. The I.I.D.
Just did not tell the reporter about the "HIDDEN ELECTRICITY BILL".

So that you undorstand this better, take the resident.in El
antro. When the new electris generating plant is completed in this
city, the oity property tax on the new plant plus that on the old
plant plus that on the substations, transformers, and electric lines
of the I.I.D. should be $500,000.,0% yearly. The City of El Centro
is going to have a budget of $2.9 millions for 1967-68. The State
and Federal governments will give the city $2.1 millions in the
form of sales tax receipts, gasoline tax receipts, etn. ete. Tuse
property owners of El Centro will have to pay $800,009,00 to make
up the differencs. But if the Imperial Irrigation District was
forced to pay its $500.002,00 property tax to the City, the other
residents will have to pay only $300,006,00 resulting in a 62%
reduction in taxes to them. The taxpayers in the other cities will
make similar savings depending on the amount of property of the T.I.D.

If the I.I.D. is made to pay property taxes to the County,
Cities, schools, and special districts, everyone will have big sav-
ings in their property tazes. The Distriet is now paying property
taxes in Riverside County where it haseleciric lines, tranforumers,
and substations. The Salt River Projest which is the irrigation
Distriot around Phoenix, Ariz. was pulling the same kind of elsotrio~
ity swindle in the selling cf irrigation water aud elsctric powsr,
But the people finally revolied and forced %he Salt River Project
to pay property taxes and in this way lighten the load of the
electricity swindles The City of Los Angeles was forced to pay
property taxes on the Qwens River Aqueduct in Inyo and Mon> Counties,
It not only pays on the dams and the big pipes but also personal
preperty taxes on the water stored behind the dams,

Dr. Yellen is now going to start a campaign to put the T.I.De
on the tax rolls of the County and various cities so that the "HI1D-
DEN ELECTRICITY BILL" is stopped. Explain to your friends how
they have to pay extra electricity bills hidden in the property
taxes. The Imperial Irrig. Dist. is the biggest property ownea'%n

the county. Another Newsletter will tell mere on the SWINDLINGIIY
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