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NOTE ABOUT ORTHOGRAPHY

Following the convention used by Desmond and Jennifer Oatridge
for writing Binumarien, words and phrases in that language are spelled
with double letters for long vowels, single letters for short vowels,

and 'q' for glottal stops, for example, Maqgaanoona.
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CHAPTER |

introduction



This s a study of social organization, especially kinship, economic,
and leadership arrangements, In Binumarien, a small linguistic isclate in
the Eastern Highlands District of Papua New Guinea. It is addressed to
the structure of interpersonal retations among the adults of the community,

_In particular, how each is related to the other according to geneaology,
kin classification, resldential location, cooperation in production,

sharing, and authority.

Binumarien Is unusual for thls area In that It lacks descent groups.
The analysis of soclal organtzation must therefore be directed to tracing
interpersonal relatlons., However, the regularitlies revealed by this
approach, and the explanatlbns adduced for them, appear to have general
application, even for those societles in the Central Highlands of New
Gulnea {abbrevlated througﬁout as: CHNG) with descent groups, Even in '
areas where social behavior Is reported to be most completely organized
by patrilineal descent groups there is a great deal of interaction, co-
operation, sharing, leading, and following which cannot be accounted for

with lineal models,

This Introductory chapter begins with a discusslon of the general
problem posed by the explanatory limits of lineal models, the problem
of ‘looseness,’ and outlines the orienting perspective of the study.
',Following background information on Binumarlen, data collection tech-
nlques are described. The chapter closes with a brief outline of the

body pf the dissertation.
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GENERAL ORIENTATION: THE PROBLEM OF LOOSENESS

i1t has been the convention in the ethnoaraphy of the Central High-
lands of Newicuinea {CHNG) to begin the description of soclal structures
with the political constructs which define groups within a society and
the relations among them, then to present fiqures which show the degree
to which the observed facts of composition, the ‘groups on the ground,'
approximate the definitions. Whatever s left over, l.e., coﬁponents «
of a tocal group which do not conform to its definitlon and Identity

as a group, ts an Indication of 'looseness.'

Meaglitt's excellent Mae Enga account provides an example of this
strategy (1965). Having described the llneage system, including coplous
quantitative tabulations of sample populatlions, he presents, for ex-
ample, two tables (1965:240-k3, tables 88 and 89) which show the re-
sults of sample monltoring of cooperative activities (gardenling and
house-building). Who provides assistance and how much Is reported
according to *lineage’ affiliation and 'agnatic connection.' We are
told how many of those who cooperated are agnates and how many are not,
But we do not know the speciflc connection between the host and the
'non-agnates,' and we do not know the speciflc connection between the
host and his lineage brothers {(who need not, according to Meggitt's
usage, be agnates) who helped him, or the connectlon between the host
and any lineage brothers who did not help him. In other words, there is
a0 way to pull from these figures an explanation of the organizatfon
- of éooperation beyond the general statement that 'lineage brothers'
help the most. Certainly that is Important but It tells us more

‘about 'llineages' than about the actual organization of cooperation.
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Since Megglitt's explicit intent Is to describe the llneage system he can
hardly be faulted for doing Just that. But 1f we are Interested in the
regularities of behavior within local groups, the Internal social organi-

zatlon of communities, a different reporting strategy Is required.

The conventional approach has been to emphaslize the structures:
lineages, clans, and so forth. The description of their Identity and
definition comes flrst and Is followed by considerations of the purt.
they play in vartous activities. But there Is an alternative strategy.

The activities themselves can provide the focus of attentlion and the

arrangements which organlize thelr performance extracted and examlned.

Largely because the former approach has hecen favored, following a
strong Interest In descent constructs, we have few sets of specific data
on the actual details of Interactlion among individuals, except statistics
on the degree to which various configurations ‘on the ground' correspond

to the constructs used to identify and define groups.

If wo are Interested In the regularities of internal local soclal
arrangements, this Is not enough. Things which directly affect Inter-
community relations and the political constructs which organize them
and wﬁlch define communities, are not the same things which produce and
organize resldentlal aggregations and thelr everyday activitles. The
Identity of local groups vis-a-vis other local groups lIs not a product
of, and may not conform to, the composition of these residential groups,
This Is an old lesson, Evans-Pritchard's remarkable Nuer account sepa-

‘rates the two clearly. VWhen discussing the politlical organization among

local groups Evans-Pritchard notes:
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Every Nuer village Is assoclated with a lineage, and, though the
members of it often constitute only a small proportion of the
vll;age population, the village is identified with them {1940:
203).

In the absence of polltical institutions providing central
administration in a tribe and co-ordinating its seaments, jt

Is the system of lineages of its dominant clan which glves
structural distinctness and unlty by the association of lineage
values, within a common agnatic structure, with the segments

of a territorial system (1940:236).

The association of the tribal system with a clan may thus be
s:p osed to Influence the form of the llneage structure (1940:
247).

But the composition (as the first citation above Indicates) is another

matter. It Is not simply llneage affillation which produces the resi- |
dential aggregations, the villages, They are Identiflied by the name of
a llneage, but thelr internal organization and composition Is of a
different order:

A village comprises a community, linked by common resldence and
by a network of kinship and affinal ties (i1940:115),

Nuer have always felt themselves free to wander as they pleased,

and If a man Is unhappy, his family sick, his herds declining,

his garden exhausted, his relations with some of his neighbors

uncongenial, or merely if he Is restless, he moves to a different

part of the country and resides with some kinsmen ... Nuer say
that they usually make for the home of a married sister, where

they are certain to be well received {1340:210),

The political apparatus which organizes Intercommunity relatlions
underwrites external (and internal) community peace and community claims
to territory. lts most significant impact on ordinary workaday arranae-
ments fs to allow the productive units of the community 'autonomous’
access to basic resources. Thls wider organlzatlon emphasizes certain

relatlons so that "a society of patrilineal lineages Is predisposed to

patrllocal extended families" (Sahlins 1968:64). But constructs for
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organizing interlocal retations do not dictate the arrangements of work,
cooperation, and sharing which are the everyday matters of getting a
living, the organization ‘on the ground.' These last come up against

practical requlrements which must be met by pragmatic responses,

The pattern of group Ident!ty.and definition, parttcularlQ for
settled coomunities in the absence of the state, must have a certain
inflexibllity and apparent permanence {f It Is to provide some degree
of Intercommunity stability and some security of attachment between'the
community and its baslc resources. On the other hand, the workadéy
arrangements for getting a living must be patterned by social organi-
zatlons which have a ready flexibility, !.e., which are constituted to
respond quickly to small local demographic changes. The business of
livelihood Is an everyday matter and, In primitive societies, material
production is accomplished by very small sets of producers. Because of
this smallness of scale, the loss or galn of one or two producers can
quickly make a serious difference in the organization of production,
Patterns of cooperation on the ground must thus allow and direct
flexible combinations of Individuais. For the sake of productive sta-
btlity there must be varltety in the acceptable arrangements of cooper-
ation. Lineage affillation of any sort is unsulted fo this requirement.
Unilineal affiliations do not provide sufficient variety, and cognatic
descent affillations, If they are restricted in certaln ways (cf.
Goodenough 1955) suffer the same riglidity, while, If they are unre-
stricted they provide insufficient constraints to organize cooperation,
An arrangement which offers too many alternatives is as lnadequate as

an arrangement which of fers too few,
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The ethnographic record s full of outstanding accounts from around
the world which confirm the difference between the organizational form
of super-community arrangements and ordinary workaday arrangements, e.g.,
Evans-Pritchard on the Nuer (1940), Firth on Tikopia (1965), Barth on
the Bassert (1961). In these cases matters of descent and lineality pro-
vide the framework for the political relations among local groups, And
these differ significantly for each: segmentary lineages In egalitartian
clans for the Nuer, the ramage or ranked llneages of Tikopia, and the
internally egalitarian lineages jolned in ranked clans of the Basseri.
But for all three cases the arrangements of workaday cooperation above

the household are based on bilateral kinship Including in-law connections,

. *This Is not simply the mismatch between the 'ideal! and the ‘actual,'

. between the 'model' and the gg_Facto sltuation. The definitlon of local

groups vis-a-vis each other and the definitions and Interrelations of
thelir component parts, while not entirely Independent, are different
aspects of the cultural system. And they are shaped by different con=-
straints; they do different things. The wider political organization molds
to some degree the Internal organization of local gréups and selectively
emphasizes certain relaflons. But the everyday arrangements must answer

to other concerns as well,

Recognition of the mismatch between the descent identity of groups
and thelr actual composition has been stamped a 'New Guinea® problem
(cf. Barnes 1962), the result of using ‘African models In the New Guinea
Highlands.' But this Is not a matter of "African’ vs. ‘New Guinea’

models. Sahlins has argued that the particular potitical arrangements



of Nuer (and Tiv) which articulate a large number of local groups into
relations of explicitly graduated solidarity through the mechanlisms of the
segmentary llneage (the 'African model® most often at lssue) is very rare,
even In Africa (Sahlins 1961), The use of descent constructs to organize
Intergroup relations, however, Is not rare. The 'segmentary lineage' fis
(following Sahlins' restricted usage) only one type among others in a
large class of organlzational forms. Other types, for example, the 'terri-
torial clan' which Is Sahlins' (1968) label for the parish type {Hogbin
and Wedgewood 1953-4, de Lepervanche 1973) wost common fn CHNG, are less
tautomatic,' less preclse, less extenslvely effective arrangements for
organizing Inter-local relations of alllance and enmity. The arrangements
are different, but they are, in a sense, alternatives. Thg territorial
clan has functlons which are comparable to those of the segmentary lineage
and, as with the segmentary lineage, the descent phrased identity of
groups organlized In this way, ts nelther a consequence of, nor a necessary

match for, their composition,

CHNG Is an area where the features of local organlzation which can-
not be accommodated in ﬁatrlllneal models 'have received descriptive
cachets like 'looseness,' ‘openness,* ‘flexibility,' suggestive of a
regional peculiarity - even anomaly - but bereft of explanatory value"
(Watson 1970:107). The argument here is that a mismatch between the
tdentlty of local groups and their composition 1s not an areally unique
phenomenon. And moreover, It is precisely the sort of thing to be ex-
pected. The fact that such a mismatch has received a special 'Néw Guinea'
stamp.may be to some degree because here in CHNG, more than anywhere else

in the world, anthropotogists studied societles which were nearest to
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being *pristine’ functloning primitive systems. They had not only In-
formant accounts of groups and thelr definition, they had the composition
of the groups displayed before them. And the varlety, which in other
cases might have been attrlibuted to contact dislocation, had no such

apparent source here,

The critical point Is that there are two different aspects to soclal
organization. Certainly they are not Independent, but nelther can be
simply deduced from or explained by lts degree of match to the other.

The conventlonal emphasls in CHNG ethnography has heen on the structures
assoclated with the ldentity and interrelations of local groups. This
study departs from that tradition. lts focus Is on the internal organi-
zatlon of a comménlty. lfs central questions are: 'Who does what with
whom?'; 'What are the soclal identities of each?'; 'What are the relations

between them?'

In addition to the fact that *looseness' in local organization has
come to be associated with CHNG in general, there Is a more specific
Importance to the discovery and explanation of regularitles in the |
internal organizatlion of Binumarien., The tendency to assocliate regu-
larity and predictability with unilineal arrangements and ‘looseness’
and 'optatlon' with deviations from 'unilineal assumptions' is most
strongly evident in the work of du Toit (1964, 1975). This is of
speclal slgniflcance here because his work was on Gadsup and the seat
of his research was the village of Akuna, Binumarien is partlally sur-
rounded by Gédsup-speaklng communities (it Is classifled as Gadsup by

the government for adminlstrative purposes) and Akuna is one of the
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socially significant nelghboring villages looking out from Binumarien,
Du Toit was unable to account for residential agaregations and patterns
. of interaction in Akuna with lineal models., He concluded that ‘optatlion®
was the 'rule' and that 'individualism' was the '‘explanatory principle’
of organization:

In other words, the cholce is open to every mature Individual

to develop new interests or to experience new sentiments as

regards people or places, and therefore to form new friend-

ships and alliances or to align with a different village ...

Mobllity and affiliation [as contrasted to filiation] then

are the Important factors in Gadsup society as they allow for

that all lmportant characteristic of Individualism to find

expression, The person retains the right to align with whom=

ever he desires 'and to settle in whatever village he prefers

{du Tolt 1964:92),
This seems to me more a statement of the problem for explanation than
a conclusion of analysis. The questions are only posed, they are not
answered. Why is this cholce made and not that one? Why do certaln
allgnments occur and not others? Why settle here and not there? The
following account of Binumarien, which Is similar to du Tott's descrip-
tion of Akuna in its lack of lineal organization and the emphasis on

- ego-centric connections, shows that, In Binumarien at least, there is

predictability and regularity.

in Binumarien there are no descent groups or categories. From the
wvlewpoint of received models everything is 'left over looseness.' When
I went to Binumarien | did not know that descent groups were absent
tﬁere and | expected and tried to find them. But just as the presence
of descent phrased arrangements for defining and ldentifying local
- groups turns on the reglonal relations among communities, so the ab-

sence of such arrangements can be related to features of the regional
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relations among communities. An argument to that effect appears in chapter

two and again In chapter three.

Although the research strategy and data collection procedures were
not devised to deal specifically with a bilateral society, in the absence
of descent groups there Is no alternative but to study Interaction, co-
operation, authority, and so forth, as sets of specific Interpersonal
relatlons. The extensive specifics on which this study is based provide
material for the demonstration of high degrees of regularity and predict-
ablllity in Blnumarien soclal 6rganlzation. Such findings prompt the
suggestlon that residual 'looseness' In CHNG socleties with patrilineal
descent constructs may be a part of equally regular patterns if examined

from a similar polnt of view,

This Is not to suggest that Blnumarlen Is in any way typlcal of
CHNG, Rather, Blnumarlen seems to represent an extreme. Twenty=-two years
ago Read polnted to an east-west differentlation In Highland socleties.
A pattern of 'cultural intergrading or ovérlapping" (1954:19) marked by
varlation In language, rituals (the fertitity rituals of the west dis-
appear moving easf), settlement patterns, plg exchanges, population
denslty. The pattern of scattered homesteads with (male) members of a
single (exogaﬁous) patriclan contiguously located, shifts to nucleated
vitlages consisting of (male) members of more than one named clan In
the east. The pig exchanges typlcal In the west are larger, more elabo-
rate, occur at longer intervals, and integrate a wider social universe,
than do similar festivals In the east. The population is denser with
larger linguistic units In the west, where In the east language groups

are smaller and 'more lIsolated' (Read 1954:20)., And Watson referred to
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the Highlands east-west gradients, evident in blood group studies
(Macintosh et al. 1958), human effects on the biota (Robbins
1963a), resTdence patterns (Berndt, this Issue [ 1964]), and the
increasing size of speech communities (Wurm, this issue [196h])
(1964:17).

Varying tdeas have emerged about the significant elements of varlation
across CHNG (e.g., Strathern 1969a) and about the geographical locus of
Important shifts (e.q., Langness 1964). But the idea of a gradient

assoclated to some degree with an east-west axis has held more or less

firm (e.g., Sorenson 1972, but cf. Langness 1971).

Blnumarlien s at the very eastern edge of CHNG. To match this geo-
graphical extreme, there are a set of interrelated organizational extremes,
The community of 172 people is also the ethno-linguistic unit, the phyle.
This 1s extremely small for CHNG where ''there may be slxty thousand members
in a phyle ..." {de Lepervanche 1973:1). The absence of patrilineal descent
groups or categories is most unusual for the Highlands where 'foutstanding
among the similaritles Is the prevalent patrilineal ldeology" {Watson
1964:13). Binumarien s markedly endogamous while "in most Highland so- .
cletlies each parish conslsts ldeatly of an exogamous patri-clan ..."
(de Lepervanche 1973:31). But It is the extreme cases which help to sort

out the most significant features of any gradient and which provide the

materlal necessary to account for the variation,

GOALS AND THEORETICAL ORIENTATION

The focus of this study is the social organization of Binumarien,
" The main goal Is to describe relatlons or cooperation, sharing, and
influence among the adults of the community, to show how these relations

pattern according to kinshlp and against each other, and to account for
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that patternlng. Throughout the following chapters the strategy is to
report sufficient specific details to allow analysis, then to search
this body of specifics for reqularities, and always to account for the
patterns which appear. And also, on occasion, to account for patterns
which, though expected, do not appear. The theoretical ortentation of
the study follows the general theory of primitive soclal organlization
developed by Marshall Sahlins {most notably in 1961, 1965, 1968, 1972)
and all the conclusions drawn hereln are consistent with that aeneral
theory, although there Is explicit disagreement with Sahlins in a matter

of detail about big-men (chapter five).

Sahlins' theory emphasizes four aspects of primitive soclal organi=
zatlon and focuses attention on their interrelatlonship. First, the
Ugtructure Is generalized; in this lles its primitiveness. It lacks an
Independent economic sector or a separate relfgious organization, let
alone a speclal political mechanism. In a primitive society these are
not so much different institutions as they are different functions of

the same Institutions ..." {(1968:15).

Second, the organization of productlon is essentlally domestic.
Bullding especially on Marx and on Chayanov, Sahlins elaborates the
implications of such an organization. The sexual division of labor,‘the
small séale-technolOQy, the autonomous access households have to basic
resources, produce an arrangement which "anticlipates no social or
matgrlal relations between households except that they are.alike"
{1972:95). The Durkhelmlan notien of mechanical solldarity is elaborated

by Sahlins Into a segmentary dynamic. On the one hand there is a tendency

toward underproduction, The household, producing for Its own requirements,
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Marx's ‘production for use,' tends to halt production as they are met.
This poses a serious danger. No cushion 1s provided for the inevitable
bad times. "Almost every family living sclely by its own means sooner

6r later discovers it has not the means to 1ive" (i972:101). On thg other
hand, there ls a tendency toward disperslion of households, "Lacklng

spectalized institutions of law and order" (1968:13), each household,

organized to produce Its own requirements, has the right to prosecute

its own Interests with force.

The third related aspect is the role of ofganizatlonal‘arrangements
in counteracting these tendenclies toward underproductlon and dispersion.
"Everywhere the petty'anarchy of domestic production Is counterposed
by larger forces and greater organization, Institutions of soclal-economic
order that joln one household to another and submlt all to a general
Interest® (1972:101). Obligations to give, to share, ralse production
slghts. "Kinship, chteftainship, even the ritual order, whatever else
they may be, appear in the primltive socleties as economic forces"
(1972:101). And these same Institutions carry a critical politlical load,
They are ''diplomatic arrangements for keepiné a modicum of peace' (1968:
13), “The prlmitIVe analogue of social contract is not the State, but

the gift" (1972:169).

Finally, the fourth aspect of primitive soclal organization which
Sahlins emphasizes is the Influence of the larger soclial order on the
smaller. Intercommunity, regional relations tend to mold Internal

community organization,

The greater groups are not the smaller writ large; it s rather
the other way around. The 'primary' groups and relationships
are shaped by thelr incorporation In a larger system of a
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certain type ... The issues ... have to do with the community

in a tribe of communities, and with the persistence of the

tribe In a world of tribes ... The principles of higher

organization are forged by selective forces In play at this

level (1968:55).

This perspective on Binumarien soclal organization proves illumi-
nating throughout, However, since the primary focus of the study is the
quantitative data of soclial Interaction in Binumarien, propositions
which are not related to Sahlins' work are entertained where appropriate.
for example, extensive speciflcs on Interpersonal genealogical relations
and kin classification together with some partfcu!ars on the transactional

content of each dyadic relation shed emplirical light on arguments about

the 'meaning of kinship terms.?

Leach's classic paper on Trobriand klnship terms (1958) suggésted
that these were best defined as socio-spatial classifications, for example,
- tama (classificatory father) he defined for a male ego as ‘domiciled male
of my father's sub-clan hamlet.' Yet the simple tests of such a propo-
sition could not be performed because the necessary empirical details
were not avallable. How does a Trobriand male's use of this term actually
map over the specific individuals In his soclal universe? What does a
specific male ego call the specific individuais who are 'domiclled males
of his father's sub-clan hamlet?* Eighteen years have passed since the
publication of Leach's paper and the 1ssues of the 'genealogical' versus
'soclal category' meaning of kinship terms have stimulated every kind of
argument except a simply emplirical one. Always positions are taken In
the absence of the relevant sort of specific detalled data. Recent work
b§ Shaw (in preparailon) on a Papuan terminology system puts forth

another 'Leachian® interpretation, and once aqain empirical conflrmation
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{or disconfirmation) Is not provided.

This study seeks to demonstrate regularities In Binumarien social
organization and to account for them. In pursult of these primary ob-
Jectives Issues of general ethnological Interest, such as the one just
mentioned, occaslionally arise. But secondarily, and more particularly,
this study of Rinumarien has relevance for our understanding of the
traditional soclal organization in other CHNG groups. Such a claim must
be evaluated partly In light of background Information on the communi ty

of study: Who are the Binumarlen?

BINUMARIEN

The Binumarien are a linguistically distinct populatlon of 172
people occupylng an area at the eastern edge of CHNG just west of the
Markham fall, They llve in three small hamlets, Magaanoona, Onlkuradurana,
and Ubandena, along the north side of a valley running northe=st at an
altitude of about 4000 feet. They clalm about 10 square miles of terri-
tory (a loose estimate), most of which Is bush. There are no marked
seasonal changes but there are two 'ralny seasons,' one just after
Christmas and one in late June and July. But it Is rare for two weeks
to pass at any time of the year without rain, The bush contains a varlety
of game birds including cassowary, small marsuplals, and a few wild pigs.
Al}l of these are hunted but game Is of mlnimal Importance as a food

source.

The Blnumarien are swine keepers and gardeners, who rely on sweet

potatoes as the diet staple, They are subsistence horticulturatists but
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trade-store items are of some importance, especially steel tools., Other
goods are also purchased, e.g., rlce and tinned fish, which have become
a certain component of all feasts. The major source of cash for these

things is coffee and most people cultivate a little to provide it

(Fig. 4.1, chapter ).

Coffee was Introduced by the government in the fifties. It leaves
Binumarien the same way that most trade-store goods enter it. Traveling
tcoffee' and 'cargo’ cars run throughout the area. They buy coffee which
fluctuates In prlce, depending on the buyer's assessment of its ﬁuailty
and on the International market. This fluctuation is not understood

locally and generates great mistrust of the buyers,

Although incorn‘ration Into a wider political and economic system
1s significantly In progress here, this is stitl much more a primitive
‘than a peasant community. Before the Incorporation of colonlial control,
Binumarien was an autonomous poltitical un!;, Interacting with neighboring
communitlies which were also autonomous. Although the community no longer
controls Its own Interaction In a wider political network, Its Internal
affalrs are still almost entirely an independent local concern. And its
economlc base, the organization of productlion and distribution for self-

 subsistence, remains largely as it was.

SOME HISTORY

Although historical context is always important In understanding
the current organization of a community, this is especlally true of

Binumarlen, lts recent history may make it so unique as to be utterly
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unrepresentative of any tradlitlonal community of eastern CHNG. On the
other hand, the general outline of this recent history is perhaps often
repeated in the history of other communities In the area. Here war,

" defeat, the flight of refugees, displaced clusters of people rearoupling
to return, are commonplace phenomena. Thls is the pattern Watson has

characterlzed as ‘organized flow' (1970).

The last dlispersal of Binumarien and thelr return as a community to
thelr current location were 'post contact® phenomena. The colonlal forces
played critical roles in these events, But the events themselves were
largely matters of course for the Eastern Highlands. And Binumarien does
not show '‘cultural breakdown® or disintegration at all. Perhaps, with
certaln qualifications, a visit to Binumarien would give any student of
the area “'the agreecable sensation of 'l've been here before'" (Pouwer

1961).

In the twenties, European influence penetrated the Highlands for the
first time. The flrst outsiders Into Binumarien were coastal New Guineans
who céme as Lutheran missionaries. There is a story told in Binumarien
about how the flrst of these men survlved his arrival, As the exploring
missionary approached Binumarien, the first to see him was a man of
importance whose brother had recently died. Because the missionary was
wearing clothes, the man who saw him thought that this was his dead
brother returning, with the grave wrappings still hanging about his

body. Only because of this he was not shot on sight.

From the beginning the Binumarien say that their community was

fairly open to outsiders, But the Initial Impact of contact was not very
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great. Other routes into eastern CHNG by-passing Binumarien were favored

putting it *behind your elbow,' i.e., a place you cannot see,

But there was a serles of events associated with contact which
had a drastic effect on the community. In the thirties the colonial
government retaliated against Binumarien for breaches of the newly

Imposed pax Australiana. The Binumarien, as was thelr habit, had made

war on Wompur, @ nelghboring community. The government sent a punitive
patrot. The local story is that through signs the people were persuaded
to form themselves into ltnes; As they understood it they would receive
the trade goods, mirrors and beads, and so forth, that the officers
displayed before them. Instead the men were tied up and taken off to

the coast to prison, never to be seen In Binumarien again. The few

men who had not been at home, or who had fled to the bush, and the

women and children were left defenseless and forced to take refuge from
their netghbors by fleeing to the Markham valley., Mere malaria took a
further toll, After a year or two In exile the survivors returned. Patrol
Officer C. R, Croft from the Ramu Police Post, Madang District, mentioned
In a patrol report dated 1937/38 that the ‘previous sojourn of the
Binumarlen In the Markham® had reduced thelr numbers from 200 to a
present population of 63. This put the Binumarlen in a 'pro-government®
position. Without the colonially imposed peace they could be easlily

routed,

LINGUISTIC RELATIONS

The Binumarien language is a member of the Eastern family of the

East New Gulinea Highland stock. It belongs to the Talrora-Binumarien
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subfamily, to which Waffa has lately been added (Wurm 1964; McKaughan
1973). Talrora is a language of some 10,000 speakers (Watson 1970}, Binu-
marien Is separated from Talrora-speaking communities by surrounding
Gadsup speakers. The fact that Binumarien does not border its closest
congeners suggests that at some time In the past this group was cut off
and pushed to the east. However, Binumarien local history states that the
.peop!e came originally from the north where they first began as one
orlginal populatlion which Included Gadsup speakers some of whom remain

in that area. The name Binumarien was acquired only within the last-70
or 80 years, after they had moved to their present location: the valley

of the river which had long been known to them by that name.

Until fairly recently, there were three communities to the north-
east whose members spoke the same language as Binumarien, They were so
badly beaten by their enemies {tncluding Blnumarien) that all the sur-
vivors were dispersed as refugees, some of whom came to Binumarien where
they had kinsmen, and others to neighboring communities. Since that time,
the Blnumarien form a small linguistic isolate, surrounded by Gadsup
speakers on three sides with Austronesfian-speaking populations to the

east tn the Markham valley.

RESEARCH STRATEGY

Recently, Melllassoux has noted that:

Though we find In the current anthropological 1lterature informatlon
on technology, or, at best, on exchange, we have hardly any infor-
matlon on the social organization of production: who is working
wlth whom and for whom? Where does the product of the laborer go?
Who controls the product? How does the economic system reproduce

itself? (1972:98),
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Concerns like these underly this study. The general questions are ‘b“ho
does what with whom?! and ‘'Why Is It they who do it together?' Since
the plan of the research was to exhaustively describe interpersonal re-
lations of certaln types In an entlre system, it was Ilmportant to find

a manageably small community which was quite autonomous. Binumarien was
chosen as a research site because of its small size and linguistic Iso-
lation. Given the general ethnological convention of using linguistic
boundaries to mark ;oclal groups (Hogbin and Wedgewood 1553:252-253;
Maroll 1964), its llnguistic distinctness suggested that, In a certaln
sense, the community was not a 'representatlive sample' of a larger whole,

but was Instead an entlre system,

However, to gather data on the 'whole thing,' even for a small whole
1ike Blnumarlen, an Investigator must go beyond his own direct observation,
It simply is not possible for one, or even a few, fleldworkers to observe
the interactions between each palr of adults In the community in sufficient
detall to clearly type and quantify in some way the relations of every
palr. If the Intention (s to map re!ations of multiple content among all
the adults of even a very small community, a technique which uses infor-

mants as assistants (s requlred.

The use of Informant reports as a central data base introduces a
potential for severe distortion. The difference between what people say
they do, and what they actually do, may be very great. If the matter of
Interest is actual patterns of behavior and not Individual 'models’ of
. 1z, the reports must emphasize descriptlve rather than normative infor-

matlion,
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There is no clear unamblguous line between these two types of infor-
mant accounts. The extremes are 'llteral' reports of a specific event,
and contrarily, generalizations about proper behavior in certain broad
contexts. The more specific the referents, the more ‘objectively’ descrlp-
tive the responses. On the one hand are reports about the interaction
between specific individuals, in a certain activity context on a partic-
ular occaslon. On the other hand are normative statements about the inter-
action between any individuals in a given status relationship, in general,
The first sort of report, for example, is about a ‘certain x and y,* in

the matter of building a glven fence, on a speciflic occasion. The second

sort ls about ‘'brothers,' In the matter of cooperation, in general,

Much of the quantitative data herein comes from informant reports
which are literally descriptive In the sense that they were about specific
other Individuals (not, e.g., kinsmen of a certaln category), in a definite
sort of transaction., The questions which eliclited these reportsiwera-phrased
in the Binumarlien verbal construction which means 'habltual,‘' as, for
example, 'does x hablitually build new gardens with you?! For every posl;tve

response the following question was ‘How often?' Each adult was both a

subject of study and an observer.

Since there were large numbers of observers, reparting inevitably fails
to be uniform. The lack of standardization was most often due to a blas
conslstent for all the reports of a single !nfdrmant. That is, some infor-
mants seemed to consistently estimate, and so report, the behavior of others
toward themselves In an overly generous direction, others seemed to estimate
heavily on the pessimistic side and to report as much. These Inaccuracies

are to some degree compensated In the final coding of data. For symmetrical
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relations only a mutual affirmation of a certain sort of transaction,
both parties to the dyad reporting positively on the behavior of the
other, Is counted as evidence of the reciprocal activity. For asymmet-
rical relations the emphasis Is given to the cumulative evidence from
all informant-observers reporting on the same subject; For example, one

-

of the questions asked was mifa anl qurlarara fee? '"'Does this person 'go

above! (literally) you?" Which means, does thls person 'guide your
actlons' or ‘advise' you. With the question asked in this form, the
record of the number of others who advise a single individual depgnd;
completely on the report of the 'advisee' himself. Because that gives
relatively free rein to individual bias that number Is not of focal
Interest. Instead, the analysis here concentrates on the number of
ofhers wh6 are 'advised' by an Indlvidual. With the question asked In
this form, the recorded number of others who are advlsed by anyone
d?pends on the cumulatlive reports of all other informant-observers. It
Is thus not skewed by the blases of one person, (At least the same
multiple blases affect all cases equally.) In other words, Informants'
literal statements are a means to an end, It Is not the statements
themselves, but the behavlor they are used to record which holds central

place here.

An additional check on the accuracy of the reports was the presence
of my associate, Slsla, a big-man of the community at almost all inter-
views. Thls worked as a check In three lmpértant ways., Flrst, the welght
of his Influence was brought to bear In explaining the necessity of
accurate reporting. Second, he acted as interpreter to Neo-Melanesian

1f my limited Binumarien was Inadequate to retrieve additional information
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or an aside offered by an Informant-observer. And third, his experience
and sense of the accuracy of a given report gave me guidance in re-

checking & questionable account,

The presence of this man, who was my companion, informant, assistant,
and associate throughout the fleld period, ralses questions Sbout his
.probable Influence on the reports of Informant-observers glven under his
‘eye. That procedure requlires some explanation. It may appear to introduce
a systematic blas. 1 think more Importantly it reduced random error to
manageable proportions, And if any systematic blas was tntréduced it was

minimal.

The adoption of this procedure followed from the eternal problem of
the fieldworker: 1t Is a matter of extreme difficulty to generate In
others - even for short perfods of time = an interest In and commitment
to the research In progress. In general, people simply have no stake in
trylng to be thoughtful and accurate. There are a number of classic
accounts of deliberate duplicity on the part of informants, for exampie,
Evans-Pritchard's {1940), Chagnon's (1968). In addition to these I was

told a story of special pertinence here.

Des Oatridge, with his wife, Jenny, and family, had spent about 12
years working on the Binumarien language when 1 arrlved in New Guinea.
They are affiliated with the Summer Institute of Linguistlcs and their
- goal 1s to translate the Blble Into Binumarien., Papuan languages are
notoriously difficult for English speakers to master. It was only after
‘tﬁose dozen years that Des, who has an unusu2l natural facility for

languages (and an alarming modesty), was ready to state that he was
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really beginning to understand Binumarien. Des told me that, having worked
for some years on the language, he remained frustrated. {My memory of
the detalls of thls story may be faulty. The general point, however,
remains Indelibly etched on my mind.) He would work through problems
with assistants in his study room, only to find that when he entered

the Blnumarien hamlets and heard people in normal conversation he was
unable to understand. Des is a man who had 'proved his good faith,' so

to speak, The length of time during which his family repeatedly returned
to Blnumarien affirmed his commitment to the place. He offered assistance
to Blnumarien whenever he could. He thought of himself as trusted by the
Binumarien who worked for him. One day, years after he had begun his
study, he was In conversation with one of his assistants and heard some= -
thing rather 1lke what he heard when Binumarien talked to each other,
From thls clue and with patfent insistence, he was able to discover that
none of the complex verb forms had been shown him. In hls years of work
all those who had assisted him had used only one of a very complex series
of tenses wylcﬁlaffect Aot only the verbs themselves, but other elements
- in a phrase. He was dumbfounded, and confronted the men of standing in
the community, asking them to explain such a thdrougﬁ-golng conspiracy.
They gave him the simplest of explanations: when he came and sald that

ke wanted to learn their language they feared such a thing and agreed
among themselves to dupe him. The reason was that 1f he ever did really

learn the language he might take It from them,

The moral of this story, and others like It, Is that to assume good
falth, and commitment to accuracy on the part of one's Informants and

assistants 1s nalve. | do not assume that Sisla was comnitted to the goal

(
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of accurate reporting. | am persuaded that he demonstrated that commitment

In many settings. His presence at interviews of Informant-observers served
better than anything else could have done to encourage the best and most
thoughtful reports possible. He would glve a speech (which | was largely
able to monitor) reminding the informant-observer of the importance of

hls truth. He would say that the things they toid me would be going to

a very big-man In America (the chalrman of my supervisory committee) and
the wratk of this man at me and ultimately at them would be great 1f there
were lles. And then, because he is a man with a fine psychologlical sensi-
tivity, after the threats would come the promise of reward. He would tell
them that this account of Blnumarien would make their names known to a

dlstance before unimagined. That people In America would know of thls

small place and its people,

In spite of his efforts, there Is a lot of noise in the record. But
! remain convinced that because of his help it s less, by several orders
of magnitude, than it would otherwise have been, My confidence In the
general concordance of Informant-observer reports with the actual behav-

lors they describe Is additionally supported by three other kinds of data.

Flrst, my own observations matched the interactions reported herein.
Those who are reported to behave toward each other In certaln ways did,
in fact, tend to do so under my eyes. And contrarlly, those who were re=
ported not to act in certaln ways hehaved accordingly when I observed them.
This ts hardly an exhaustive check since | did not see all palrs of adults

In 'test' situations, but as a 'spoticheck! It supports the record.

Second, In accounts of varlous events, In stories, In anecdotes which
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| heard In a multitude of contexts there was nothing to disconfirm this
record. Individuals about whom stories were told behaved in those storles
according to the Interaction expectations arising from descrlptions in

more structured interviews,

-

And third, | collected for ge;era! weeks 'daily activity éummar!es'
from a selected set of informants. By arrangement they reported to me

each day a description of thelr activities of the preceding day. These
amount to 540 persor~days, My original hope was to analyse the allocation
of time among varlous activities. This quickly proved impossible as
concelved since | could find no way to get estimates of the duration of
various activities from informants, But the data serves as addittonatl
conflrmation for the Interactlon patterns recorded here. The 540 daily
actlvity summaries contain accounts of who each Individual's co-participants

were In the activitles of the day and these match expectations according

to the more formally elicited reports.

The final Judgment of the general Interviewing strategy rests in the
value of this study. Provisionally at least, the softness of data collected
in the way described, seems a falr exchange for {ts strengths. The use of
Informants as observers is the only way to get nearly complete records of
the Interaction patterns of the adults of a community. The observations
that Binumarlen report of the concrete, specific, habitual behaviors of
others, with emendations as described, stand as acceptable and useful rep-

resentations of the Interpersonal transactlion aspect of social organi-

zatlon,
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DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES

The specific dats gathering procedures used here incorporate a
. iechn!que used by Fredrick Rose (1960) for studylng klnship. It consists
of taklng a photograph of each individual in the universe of study, and
using these photographs to ask questions about the relationships and

behaviors of the subjects of the photographs,

The first-few months of the research were spent collectlng these
photographs, and collecting standard census data and genealogles. buring
this pertod the sorts of behaviors on which Informant-observers would be
asked to report were ldentified, And appropriate questlons were constructed
in the Blnumarlen language. Then each adult (with the exception of six
women, three because of Incompetence, and three because they were inad-
vertently overlooked In the beginning) was individually asked to report
his observations on the behaviors of all others toward himself. Adults
are locally defined as those who have married. Everyone in Binumarien is
married before the age of twenty, girls at least by their middle teens,
boys a tittle later, Since the lbcai status mafker of adulthood is so
clear and unambiguous, and since it Is behaviorally Important { used It

to define the universe of study.

The observations of Binumarien adults were recorded in a data matrix,
one for each informant-observer. The data matrix consisted of columns
numbered for certain kinds of behavior and relatlionships, and rows numbered
for each adult. The entry made in a cell showed the presence/ahsencg/
'frequenc§.of the behavior defined by the column for the indlvidual defined

by the row toward the Informant defined by the matrix. This recording
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technique allows for systematic record keeping and easy data retrieval.
And it encourages the closest possible approach to exhaustliveness in the
collection of information In a standardized form. Data collected in this

way provide much of the basis for the analysis of Binumarien internal

soclal organization: the patterns of Interaction among individuals,

tenealogical data and residentlial and marital histories were collect-
ed as self-reports, as well as in lengthy explanatory conversations with
many people, most especlally Sisia. The record of lingulstic competence
and the possession Inventory were largely sel f-reports, but they were
collected publically with an Interested audience offering critical eval-

uation and demanding amendments where appropriate.

The data on Intercommunity relations were collected partlally in
data matrices, the rows and columnsin these representing communitles.
0ld Blnumarien men, and, on successive occaslons an old man from Abonamo,
one from Arona, one from Pundibasa, and one from Kambalra, were asked
about flghting and marrlages among communitles In the set significant to
Binumarlen. They were each asked about all palrs of communities and

discrepancies were pursued for resolution,

BRIEF OUTLINE

The next chapter is concerned with the wider political fleld, the
intercommunity system of relatlons in which Binumarien partlicipates. The
patterns of trade, Intermarriage, warfare, and feasting are described
"for the Binumarien region. In this area traditional tntercommunity alll~

ances are absent, and there are no plg cycles or elaborate exchange chains.
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The minlmal organlzation of intercommunity relations Is largely a matter
of geography. These characteristics of the wider field plus the linguistic
boundedness of Binumarien have significant implications for the Internal

organization of the community.

The third chapter outlines the general internal soclal organization

of Binumarlen, The composition of residence units ls described and a
most pervasive kinship construct, oosana (literally source or base), 1s
analyzed, Binumarien patterns of parenthood and marriage are discussed
and the kinship nomenclature is reported and analyzed. Data areprovided
to demonstrate that kin catecorles labeled In the terminology do not
conform to soclo-spatial classes. The distinctions in the nomenclature
refer to genealoglical discriminations, i.e,, those based on ties made

up of parent-child and spouse links, But the distinctions, also genea~
loglcal, which are assoclated with patterns of social !nteractlon,‘are
overridden in the terminology system. Those distinctions, the basis of
thelr Importance, and their relatlion to the classificatory characteristic

of the kin terminology are sought In chapter four.

The fourth chapter is about the Binumarien economy. The organization
of production here conforms to Sahlins' 'domestic mode,' Significant
production activities are discussed and the cooperation and sharing of
Indlviduals 1s reported. Regularities in the pattern of who cooperates
with whom are discovered. Most importantly, It is not kin 'group' member-
ship or kin class as defined by the terminology system which best pre-
dicts Interaction but the length of connecting kin tles. A speclal

measure of kinship distance, devised to fit Blnumarlen, Is found to be
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highly correlated with patterns of cooperation.

The fifth chapter deals with internal politics and leadership within

the community. There is a label faigl firaafa here which literally means

‘big-man.' It is applied to all men of a certain age. But within this set
;f men there is siaoni ficant var!atfon in Influence and prestlgé. The many
ways In which these men-can be ranked tend to follow two main patterns.

One of these emphasizes aqe and features of personality and other individual
characteristics. The other emphasizes productive industry and geperpsity.
The tatter marks out bigemen of standing. They cooperate more and more
widely than other men. But as with men in general, their cooperatlon Is
strongly patterned by kinship distance. The political consequences of

economic relations, and vice versa, are underlined by these quantitatively

significant regularities,

The sixth and iast chapter Is a summary of findinas. It recapitulates
the conclusions of preceding chapters, and repeats some of the suggested

implications,
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INTRODUCTION

This chapter deals with intercommunity relatlons, the larger social
field of which Binumarlen is a part. Warfare no longer occurs in this
area, and much else about intercommunity relations has changed in the

last twenty to forty years. It is at this level that colonlal rule first

makes the greatest difference, To understand the Internal organlzation

of Binumarien the wider system 'as It was' must be understood. And the

plcture of this wider system lIs important for understanding the patterns
In CHNG and in primitlve socletles generally. This chapter swings widely
Into the 'ethnographic present.' And where the present tense Is used to
discuss warfare, this Is to be Qnderstood as the present tense of a time

before the fighting stopped.

Unlike the pattern in other parts of the Highlands, Binumarien has
ﬁo alllancelrelatlons, i.e., no relations of traditional amity and ald,
with nelghboring communities, In this area, If local groups are spatially
distant enough from one another, they have no social relation as corporate
entitles. |f they are nearer they fight. Relat!ons are of continuing
hostility and mistrust, broken only by periodic feastlng and dancing, among
enemy communities, and more solldary relations between lndivldual residents

and sets of them in trade and intermarriage.

ﬁenera!lzatlons about the variat?ons_ln scale of intercommunity
activities from one region of the Highlands to another may be Inter-
preted to suggest a continuum of pollitical varlations In scale, complex-
ity, aﬁd stabllity, The Blnumarlen area exemplifies a ritual and political

extreme. There are no elaborate exchange chalns, no plg cycles, and no
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intercommunity alliances.

Four significant types of intercommunity interaction are described
and mapped: the exchange of goods, the exchange of women, warfare and
intercommunity feasting and dancing. Binumarlien exchange goods with the
‘residents of elghteen other communities, These communities define the
soclial universe looking out from Binumarien. (Ukarumpa, the CHNG head-
quarters of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, and Kainantu, the sub-
district headquarters of the government, are soclally significant but
In a different way, and they are excluded here, just as they aré ex=

cluded In this context by Binumarien.)

0f these nineteen communities, not all exchange women. The presence
of this relation of intercommunity marrlage Is shown to be associated
with spatial proximity. And of the nineteen communities, not all flght‘
and not all engage in mutual festivities., These two relations, which
occur betweén the same palrs of communities, are also associated with

geoqraphical distribution,

The relationship among these various sorts of transactions is dis-
cussed, and the soclal-political organization of the area is character-
lzed. The linguistic boundedness of Binumarien, a éommunity of 172
people, Is suggested to conform to, and perhaps support, the lack of
.Intercbmmunity arrangements for alliance (however shifting) and the

extreme segmental autonomy of thls local group.

This chapter begins with a discussion of exchange chains and pig
cycles because thelr absence in Binumarien marks an important aspect of

Intercommunity relations in this area.



35
AREAL VARIATION

Describlng traditional political organization in the Highlands,
Langness makes the following contrast between the Western Highlands and
areas further east:

it is obvious that most activities, although simlilar in outward

appearance, are conducted on a much larger scale in the Western

Highlands. Exchanges of pig and shell demand months of planning,
a staggering amount of concerted actlon on the part of hundreds

1f not thousands of people, the raising and killlng of extensive
herds of pigs, the production of tons of surplus vegetable food,
and the construction of enormous guest houses for use during the
ceremonies (1973:157).

Having drawn this contrast In scale and complexity, he then gdes on to make
two extraordinary statements:

Even so, there is little Ir the literature to suggest that

patterns of leadership an: cuthority are significantly different

in the two areas, nor has it been widely argued that there may

be varlations In political organization associated with differing

patterns of exchange (1973:157).
Although these matters may not have received the emphasis they deserve,
{ think Langness is mistaken. Where there are elaborate exchange chains or
plg cycles these arrangements are systematically assoclated with leadership
and with Intercommunity relations of a certain type. Sorensen notes an
assoclated variation In population density - surely a varlable with political
concomitants:

As one moves northwestward from the Slmbarl Anga (6/sq.mt.) to the

South Fore (27/sq.mi.), the North Fore (54/sq.mi.) the Usurufa-

Kamano (68/sq.mi.}, the Benabena (82/sa.mi.), the Gahuku (83/sq.mi.),

the Asaro {103/sq.mi.) and the Chimbu (over 200/sq.mi.) the political
Importance and the elaborateness of the pigexchange feasts increases

(1972:361).
Exchange chains and ritual pig cycles both define and require some
. Qegree of community peace. They provide a wider organization of inter-
loc;l alllances which, though they may shift over time, are critical for

and recelve support and reaffirmation through the exchanges. in addition,
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the wider politlical order which is defined by these arrangements provides
a fleld of increased scale and greater maneuver for big-men. This allows
an itncreased elevation of men of amblitlion and concomitantly a greatér
disparity between big-men and others and a potential for something ap-

proaching cllentship. (Blnumar{en big-men are discussed in chapter five.)

Read, speaking of the Gahuku pig cycles, says:

The integratlve importance of the idza nama can hardly be over-
estimated ... It seems pre-eminently to acknowledge political

alllances and obligations. Traditional tles between groups are
rencwed ... As many as a thousand people may be gathered (1952:

‘7)0 ’

And speaking of the ceremontal exchange chains of the Kyaka, Bulmer says:

| have trled to demonstrate three main ways in which the Moka lIs

of political sianificance, Firstly, the exchanges ... create new
extra-kIn relations with significant consequences to the kinship
and descent system as a whole. Secondly, the Moka is a particularly
Important fleld for individual enterprise in galning power and
prestice ... Thirdly, at the group level, the festival cycle
perlodlically co-ordinates the activity of the whole of Kyaka
soclety in a way no other Indigenous institution does; and In

this, In pre-contact days, it limited the physically and socially
destructive expression of inter-clan hostility and competition In

war {1960:12).

Recent emphasis on the ecological control provided by these events
(vayda 1971; Rappaport 1967, 1968) has received especially wlde attention
among non-New Guinea speciallsts. Such models suggest, at least implicitly,
that we should expect a degree of uniformity in r!tuél cycles associated
with the general techno-ecological unlformity of the Highlands. Divale
(1973:xi11-x1v) has even gonie so far as to characterize the New fGuinea

Highlands as a whole on the basis of Vayda's discussion of the ﬂar!pg.

But It is empirtically clear that pig cycles are not simply reflexes

of techno-ecology, that they are variable In scale, and that the political
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aspect of these events Is one of the most important ways In which they
must be understood.
It does not seem likely in Chimbu, nor perhaps in most other
central highland socleties, that the cycle is determined by
the demography and ecological conditlions of plg production
(Brookfleld 1973:136).
(In Chimbu] plg herds are individually owned and ralsed, but
their main use ts In periodic group prestations involving whole
tribes numbering from 1,000 to 10,000 persons, generally in
assoclation with other tribes which kill pigs at about the same
time. Each few years, a 'plg ceremony' (bugla qende) is held
at temporary village like aggregations of houses bullt on
ceremonial ground..., thelr dominant worldly function is the
massive giving of prestations. These tgifts' are made ultimately
by Individual to individual, but In such a way that they are
also shown to be qlven by tribal seaments, and by tribe, to
paratlel groups in the surrounding population ... (1973:134).
Reciprocal relationships are thus established or continued,

debts are repaid or recoonized. At the same time tribes and
segments signalize their lidentity and interrelationship ...

(1973:1135).

Ritual exchange chains and pla cycles are the most important ways In
which relations between local groups are organized in CHNG. A contrast can
be drawn along a dimension of variation in the firmness and extent of
inter-local alliances. At one extreme are systems vhich define long-term
alllances among large sets of local groups; these are the sites of elab-
orate exchange chalns and large scale relatively Infrequent plg feasts.
Then there are intermedlate systems of shorter-term, more fragile, less
Inclusive alliances; these are the systems with smaller scale, more
frequent plg festivals. At the other extreme are reglons where Inter=
local alliances are absent, In which pig cycles are absent. Here the
pattern of Interaction among local groups is not mediated by varlable
politlcal arrangements. In these clrcumstances relatlonshipsbetween

communlties are less soclo-politically organized and more directly a
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function of demographic, ecologtical, especlally geographical varlables,

Examples of the former sort of system in which there are the mast
‘organfzed' inter-local political arrangements {and associated with thls
. very high population densities) are Enga {(Megglitt 1265) and Danl (Heider
1972). The Blnumarien region Is an example of the opposite extreme. The
relations between Binumarien and nelghboring communities are not molded
by a wider po{!tical organization. There are no pig cycles to eétabllsh
or mafntain even brief alllances. Binumarien simply fights all the sur~
rounding communities which are near enough to engage. On ocgaslion, It
may have found Itself fighting a community which was also engaging a
third, but this was only a 'de facto alllance.' It nelther followed
from nor ted to mutual solidarlty between the communities flghting a
common enemy. Subsequent chapters wlll argue that the charactér of
Binumarien Internal social organizatlon ls significantly shaped by

features of the regional system In which It Is embedded.

THE CONTENT OF INTER-LOCAL RELATIONS

There are four Important and distinct sorts of relatlons which
Binumarlen individuals and groups have with Indlviduals and groups in
nelghgorlng communlities. These are: the exchanae of goods, Intermarriage
- often the exchange of women, warfare, and Inte?community feasting and
dancing. The f!r#t of these, the exchange of goods, Is a relatlonship
‘between Indlviduals. The second, intermarrlage, Involves not only the
Indlvidual marrlage partners but also the kinsmen of each who involve
" themselves in arranglng the match and In subsequent transactions which

follow from the tles created by the marriage. The third and fourth,
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warfare and intercommunity festivities, are the only ones which lnvolve

the community as a corporate entity.

1t Is true that Individuals who are not members of the belligere5t
communities may be drawn Into the fightling through personal obligatlons
to some of the participants. And it Is true that not all the residents
of a communlty actually engage in the hostlilities. Nevertheless the
flghting Is always described as between local groups and any member of
- a local group is an appropriate target of retaliation from the community
to which it has current blood debts. It is also true that not all members
of a community participate to an equal extent In Intercommunity partles.
And Individuals who belong nelther to the host nor‘the guest community
are usually present. But agaln, the events are defined, remembered, and

described, as Intercommunlity affairs.

The Exchange of Goods

Tﬁls sort of transactlion is carried on between Individuals. Binu-
marlen men and women take items like tobacco and oranges to neighboring
communitles to trade. These two products are known to grow with superior
quality here because of the slightly lower altitude. Other vegetable
products are traded also, as well as dogs, pigs,- and rarely cassowary
chicks. These are traded nowadays mostly for money, or for arrows, betel~
nut, or other abima1 or vegetable items, and large unglazed ceramic pots
-which come originally, though not always directly, from the Markham.

val !ey.

Aside from the speclal mandarin oranges which had been intreduced
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by some of the flirst entrants into the Highlands from the coast, the
special quality of the locally grown tobacco, and the Markham pots, )
found no other ‘local specialization' In the area. Epstein says that

“all barter or trade Is based on some specialization unless for ritual
reasons ldentical artlicles are exchanged' (1973:87). That is too strong
a statement to apply here. Although It is possible that the absence of
marked local speclalizatlon In this area is a recent disintegration of
former patterns, the Binumarien who were old enough to remember what it
was like 'before! did not Indicate that there had been community. speclal-
lzation In the past. The Binumarlen used to make their own salt and lime,
And again, It was never suggested that these were made In extra quanti=

ties especlally for trade,

Another unusual characterlstic of this area is the paucity of shells,
even for adornment. | very rarely saw any shells at ali. And although one
or two shells about the size of a young chlild's flst were Included in
marriage transactions, even when people were most elaborately decorated
for dances there were very few shells In evidence. This Is likely a recent

state of affairs.

The conditions of travel have changed. Even now there is danger In
traveling out of Binumarien to trade. Sometimes a man will go by himself
to another village, one where he has close kin. But usually people go in
small groups, and women never go alone, Still, mobility Is immensely
‘greater now than before the colonlally Imposed peace, And the contempo-

rary soclal-geography of the area Is markedly different than in the past;

Eighteen communities comprise the set of significant nelahbors for
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Binumarien (see map). Binumarlen Individuals exchange goods with the
residents of these eighteen other places. These are all the communities
within about a six- to eight-mile radlus of Binumarien, although the

* traveling distance to the farthest place is much longer.

Flve Important changes In the past few years have altered the pattern
of trave! and trade within this area. First, at least four trade stores
are within the geographical area described by these places., Second, ‘cargo
cars' travel among some of these communities, and, during some perlods of
the year, appear nearly weekly In Binumarlen - the ‘end of the road.!
Third, government organized and supervised (and taxed) markets are held
pertodically near Arona. Fourth, the unlikellhood of warfare, and fifth,
the greater mobility provided by roads affect the movement of people and
goods within this area. Certainly it Is not the same now as It yas In

the past.

! suspect that the density of interaction may be shiftina because
of the location of the roads. In the year ! was there | do not think any- |
one went to visit Wompur or Omisuan {or Merida); nor did | meet anyone |
from those places in Binumarien., It may be that these places will dis-
appear from the 1ist of soclially significant Eommunltles, to be replaced
by those to the east between the present set and Ukarumpa or Kainantu

as trips to these distribution centers continue.

The list of goods exchanged provided above does not include metal
pots, cotton clothes, knives, axes, shovels, tinned food, rice, salt,
- and so oﬁ, because these things are purchased from trade stores. And

although they can, in fact must, form part of such exchange events as



Figure 2.1 = Sketch Map (numbers refer to matrices)
[ —
ca. 1 mile
Mamarelin~Abonamo
Arona 3
4
Binumarien
Kundana 1
(Bioka) Anga
16a (Markham)
18
Kundana 11 Pundibasa
(Apumaka) 2
16b
Tombendaks
. 5
Akuna
17 Kambalra
7
‘Onaningka
Omaura 15 Korangka
14 o Arau 6
Sasaura 11 Wompur
13
Omisuan
9
Barosira
12 Merida

10

A |



2,
3.

5
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
",

12,

13.
14,

15.
16a,

‘Gb.

17.
18,
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marriage, they are not goods which one ordinarily acquires for other
goods, Rather they are purchased with money at a trade store or from a
cargo car. And the transactlions are both functionally and symbol!éél!y
" outside the transactions among members of local groups which are dis-

cussed here.

Intermarriaqe

In Binumarlen there is a strong blas toward Intracommunity marrlage
(see Fig. 2.3), both in the pattern of actual mérrlages and "In local
attitudes (see following chapter). Both within the community and between
local groups in this set marrfage Is usually conceived as an exchange of
women, Wher women move between communitfes the affinal obligatlons are
of immediate signiflicance to the partles involved. Beyond these are the
potentlal matrlilateral ties of kinship between ﬁhe offspring of outmarried
women and thelr collateral consanguines, providing a basls for relatively
dense Interaction and the !ikellhood of future marriages, and avenues for
demographic readjustment. Used as claims on land and local resources
these tles are likely to be not only honored, but actively encouraged
by members of a community who find thelr numbers reduced by warfare or

other demographic vicissitudes and who wish to encourage immigration (cf.

Kelly 1968).

Although Individuals from each of the places in this area trade
‘with indlviduals from all the others, there have not béen marriages
between people from each pair of places, The relation 'residents have
‘ekkhanged women' caﬁ be displayed In the form of a matrix (see Flg.z.h').

A 1 appears in the cell deflned by the community name of its row and
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Figure 2.3 (continued) - Residence just before current Marrlage

couple %
{current untfons) 5 * « o
b 9 %« “«® L ] -« (] ”
L ] b=} @ 4t L 4%« 4« [, (=] o
] ‘0 § =4 Lond £t 4 %« L3 . [ %) 1]
| =4 [ [ = © 1] 0 4 g [} « 5 ;] el
] 1 [+4 b | e | =4 el « [ ~4 -« L Q c
o) -] (13 c =4 - - [ ) Lo " N -4 ~— & (1]
husband wife e < e 3 & b © £ s X 5 ¥ % ) & .g
£ c 1] [ = [=] [ = L4 g Ea) L.-) " @ =} e | =4
= [==1 x - Ls. < (%] < - (72 - 4 0. L -4 o -
13 74 : 13 74
32 55 32,55
7 L5 7 ks
22 79 22,79 .
12 57 12,57
4 L L , .
1 70 1,70
20 62 62 20
3 60 ' 3,60
41 91 1 91
" 53 ] 53
" 64 64 LY
11 89 11,89
24 49 : 25,49
30 54 30,54
21 86 , 21 86
" 87 . 21 87
93 56 56 93
26 51 26,51
*# = currently occupied Binumarien hamlets .
x*% = Binumarlen hamlets now abandoned

*%% - communities which spoke same language as Binumarien, now dispersed

-t
[}

men ordered from youngest to oldest

M



=
o~
[+

W OO OANIUNIN =W P

Figure 2.4 = Intercommunity Marriage
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of its column |f restdents of that palr of communities exchanged women,

(Binumarien Intracommunity marriage is discussed in the next chapter.,)

AThe communities are arranged in geographical order traveling clock=
wise along the road which connects them, with the four places which are
not connected to that road Introduced approximately as it seems geo-
graphlcally appropriate. The clustering of the 1's along the dlagonal
indicates that marriages tend to occur between residents of communities
which are near each other in this ordering, l.e., which are near each
other In traveling distance along the road. Roads in this area were
usually bullt along established paths of travel and it Is the distance
along these routes, not simply direct spatial distance which Is clearly

associated with the exchange of women.

The average number of places with which the residents of a community
Intermarry ls not quite 6 (mean = 5.7). (f we exclude the four communities
which are off the road to simplify the geographical calculation, we can
divide the remalning communitlies into nelghboring and non=-neighboring
palrs using the following rules. Ho community may have more than six
nelghbors (this number Is suggested by the average number of communities
with which any single one intermarries). That celling means that some
places which are off the clrcular connecting road will have fewer than
six neighbors. With that restriction communities are assumed to have
three nelghbors on each side, and those neighbors are the nearest places
* by road. Using this calculation theré are 41 nelghboring pairs among the
total of 105 pairs formed by the 15 places. The 37 intermarrying pairs

overlép with these In the following way:
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intermarrying non-intermarrying
patrs palrs total
nelghboring
palrs 29 12 k1
non~-neighboring
palrs 8 56 64
total 37 68 105

There s a statistically significant relationship between neighboring and
Intermarrying; chl square = 37.13, p less than .00t by chance. And the co-
efficient of correlation betwcen them shows that the relation Is fairly

strong; phi = .535.

Warfare

Warfare has been virtually extinguished in this area since the forties,
And it has been eliminated as a major preoccupation of the Binumarlen men
slnde the thirties. At that time Binumarien made war on Wompur and In re-
tallatlon for breaking the colontally imposed peace, the cream of the
"flghting men were taken off to the coast for Incarceration. At that time,
most of the remaining members of the community took refuge from thelr
Highland enemies with people in the Markham valley they call Dadasoca.
The closest ldentification | could make for this group was with a place
called Anga on maps of the area. Blnumarlien agreed that this ls what the
place Is called by the government. So | use the label Anga (not to be
confused with the Kukukuku, cf. Sorenson 1972) to ldentify this Austro-

neslan-speaking lowland group.

After the exile in the Harkham valley, the remaining Binumarlen
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returned to the Highlands. But they built no more men's or women's houses.
Husbands lived with thelr wives and children, and male initiation rites
stopped soon after. In the forties the Blnumarien wfth their reduced
‘numbers relled heavily on government favor and protection. When they
turned to the colonial authorities in search of redress for an attack
by Aroné. the white men were precccupled with thelr own war. %he Binu-
marlen were told,-so the local story qoes, thatAlf they had penes and
not vaglnas the§ should behave llke men and fight thelr own battles.

So for a brief period It was once again the 'time of fighting.'

Although there was some occasional warfare up untll the early sixtles,
there had been none since. But durlng my stay war seemed very near on two
occaslons, One strong threat of Intercommunity violence followed on the
wvilslt of some Blnumarien to the Angs In the Markham to trade for coconuts,
‘The visiting men had gotten Into a brawl and returned home with cuts and
bruises to stlr up a fighting force and return. It was never clear to me
exactly what prompted the brawl. Apparently an exchange~of simple Insults
began it, following on some rudeness ;f one of the hosts who was a bit out
of temper. At any rate the Anga are long=-time enemies and where etiquette
fails with enemles there Is nothing for It but violence., Most of the old
Binumarien men and women tried to dlssdade the young men who wished to
return and fight. Heated discussion continued most of the mornlng, with
some of the old men dramatizing in a sort of pantomime dance the Insecurity
of the old flghting days andlarguing that this was something for the
 government courts. But the young men's arguments - that treatment such as

'thls'?rom.one's hosts was an Intolerable insult = bullt the anger. Those

trying to stop the expedition stood as a sort of road-block to prevent
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the men who had gathered their axes and bows from passing. They even
hung on to the potential warriors, and one man held back behind the
others in this way, finally did give up. But the others d!d.not. They
must, however, have cooled somewhat along the trall because they were

folloved and persuaded to return,

The issue was flnally taken to the two sub-district courts Involved.
it was a difflcult dispute to settle because the Anga had always been
special enemies, While the fighting between Highland enemies was just as
murderous as fighting with the.Valley people, Highlanders did not practice
cannlbalism on each other. But all the local groups In this set who fought
Markham valley groups ate and were eaten by them. They were ‘gqame animals!

to each other.

The second time war seemd Imminent some Binumarien went to a big party
glven by Pundibasa. Although it is usually the case that only one community
Is invited as a guest by the host group, there are always a few kinsmeﬁ of
the participants, both guests and hosts, from other places who are present
for one reason or another. They may be currently visiting, or have extended
a simitar Invitation which is being reciprocated. On this ocgaslon, the
Binumarlen in attendance were In this latter category. The guest community

was Tombendaka.

Beer Is not a typical item of consumption in any kind of event in
this area. It Is not easily available and 1t must be imported from Kainantu.
it 1s falrly expensive, but it does appear from time to time. Like mérljuana
In the Unfied States, people here - usually men - consume it for the in-
toxication. And since the drinker Is after a real high, his symptoms always

seem slightly exaggerated, 1lke s parody of a drunk., Beer was avallable at



52
the Pundibasa party. And one of the drinking men from Tombendaka struck
one of the Binumarien men. Stories differed on why exactly the blow was
struck., Some sald that it was an accldent. But the victim was an old man
whose brother had been killed in a fight with Tombendaka, a death which
had never been avenged. The Pundibasa hosts sent everyone home and the
party ended. But the Binumarien went home to get thelr weapons and

prepare to_fight,

1t was night and fighting is a daytime activity. So the Binumarien
walted and readled themselves. Before dawn many of the young men covered
their faces with ashes, a sign that they were prepared to flght. At dawn
and through most of the morning they stood ready on the ridge where the
road leads to Tombendaka. Several women with axes and shovels stood with
them. Twlce 1t was reported that the Tombendaka were on their way. But
Pundlbasa !Ies between Tombendaka and Binumarien. And we eventually heard
that the Pundibasa had stopped the Tombendaka war party and convinced
them to return home. Perhaps the Pundlbasa felt that the government would

find them ln some way responsible,

it Is highly unlikely that warding will occur In this area again, But

many of the attltudes, the enmity and mistrust, remaln.

The communities In this set of nincteen which fought each other are
shown in the matrix (Fig. 2.5). The order of the rows and columns in the
. preceding matrix whlich replicates to some extent travel distance is pre-
served here. Again, Inspection suggests that spatlal distribution Is a
significant orgqnlzer of these relatlons. The 1's again cluster along

the diagonal, Indicating that communities tend to fight thelr neighbors.
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A test of this associatlion can be performed as above., However, here
the average number of communities which a community fights is larger than
the number of places with which the residents of a place intermarry. This
suggests that 'nelghborhoods! be defined as larger for this relation. Here
the average number of enemies is just under elght (mean = 7.8). So we
define an expanded ne!ghborhood.of four neighbors (rather than three) on
each side. Again we exclude the four communities which are off the road
to simplify the calculation of neighboring. And we assign each palr of
communities to nelghbor or nop-nelghbor categorles according to the
following rules, No community may have more than elght neighbors (the
number suggested by the mean). With that restriction communities are
assumed to have four nelghbors on each side, And those nelghbors are
the nearest places by road. This procedure results in 54 nelghboring
palrs out of 105 total. And there are 55 palirs of communities which

fight. These categories overlap in the following way:

palrs which palrs which do

fight not fight total
nelghboring
pairs k6 8 5h
- non-nelghboring ‘
pairs . 9 h2 .8l
total 55 50 105

These figures show a statlstically slgnificant relationship between:
nelghboring and fighting; chi square = 47,96, p less than .00t by chance,

And the coefficlient of corrélatlon between them shows‘that the relation
Is quite strong; phi = .676, The Binumarien 'marry the people they fight'

because they both marry and fight thelr neighbors.
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The relationship between geographical distribution and fighting is
stronger {phl = .676) than the relationship between geographical distri-
butlon and intermarriage {phi = .595). This difference in the coeffi-
clents of'correlatlon, emphasized by the difference evident in Inspection

of the two matrices, Invites the following suggestion.

The exchange of women is a transaction between sets of kinsmen. Not
only are the brides' and grooms' parents involved but also many of the
kinsmen of each., If It is a first marriage, the parents and probably
several of thelr collateral consanguines make the Initial arrangémeéts.
And the bride-price and dowry will include contributlions from many
additional kinsmen, A marrlage is not a single event and obligations
between the kinsmen of the spouses are contlnuing, First come the
several meetings and arrangements Involved in settina up the exchange
of women and the potential unlons. Then there are the several stages
In Its consumation. And finally the birth of children, and thelir rearling,
all of which Involve repeated transactions between the spouses and thelr

affines and between the consanguines of each,

Howeveé, marrlage is not a community affalr. It Is the business of
two sets of kinsmen. The members of each set are mostly, if not all,
coresidents, but it Is an affalr of these kin clusters and not the
local group as a whole. Geography becomes significant because it in-
volves groups of Individuals, groups of sufficient size to inhibit
" thelr mobility; and because it involves continuous obllgations between
the partles. But, because it does not involve whole communities, and
the units It does Involve are not strictly geographically defined,

other factors may intervene,
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Warfare, however, is an affalr between communities. Whether or not
all the men of a community fight, the community as a whole is blamed
and subject to reprisal., The Interacting units are local groups. The
size of these groups makes geography a necessary constraint. But more

than that, the groups are defined by geography.

Aother feature of the warfare patterns. Invites comment: the 'step-
1ike' pattern of the 1's in the matrix. If this matrix Is taken to rep-
resent a linear graph, l.e., the places conceptualized as polnts and
the relations between them as connecting llnes; the step pattern suggests
a speclal kind of structure, Each step indicates a complete (or nearly
complete) maxlmal sub-graph, l.e., a set of points (communlties) all of
which are directly connected to (i.e., fight) each other. This maximal
sub-graph may be called a clique (Rarary 1959). And since the 'steps'
overlap along the diagonal, the cllques are overlapping. That is some

points (communities) belong to more than one.

This step-1ike pattern becomes even more evident when the Anga in
the Markham are excluded and only Highland communitles are considered

(Fig. 2.6).

YThe presence of these warring c!lﬁues indicates that fighting is
more than competition for resources between groups who claiﬁ adjacent
lands. It may be that local traditions of shifting groups and territories
‘ make long-range competition for resources an important threat. It Is
not Just nearest nelghbors that may try to encroach on adjacent territory,
- but any Qroup which Is ‘close enough.' However, the proximate cause for

fighting here Is not a struggle for tand. Among the case histories | have
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for fighting, the initial grievance was most commonly women, then plgs,

then other property, e.a., stands of bamboo,gardens.

Reported causes for secondary hostilities illuminate the develop-

ment of warring sets from another angle. Fighting was almost always

-

between only two communities at one time. But these confrontations could
always lead to fights between one of the two adversarlies and a third
community. This resulted from the devious, sometimes treacherous tactics

reportedly employed wherever advantageous by the antagonists.

If it could be arranged by one of the cnemy sides, one or two
members of a third community would be persuaded to call for a visit from
one or two of the Inltlator's enemies, and thus set up an ambush. Whether
or not the ambush was successful, the wrath of the decelved community

- would be turned on the community which had allowed the ambush.

A second tactic was a verslon of the 'frame-up.' in this area one
of the few classes of artifacts to be decoratively embellished Is arrow
points. They are usually made of hard blackpalm wood, although some=
times bamboo 1s used. There are many styles, some elaborately tanged,
some distinctively palnted, some wrapped and decorated with Intricately
braided vegetable fiber - sometlimes bright yellow érchld fiber locally
reputed to be polsonous. These features in thelr variations and per-'
mutations make certain arrows sufficiently distinctive to he assoclated
with particular craftsmen and communities. The 'frame-up' works llke
this. DIstinctlve arrows are obtalned £rom other communities through a
serles of exchanges, Then these arrows, rather than those of home

manufacture, are used In ambush. When the victims or their survivors
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_use the arrows to ldentify the gullty man or community, susplclon is cast
and retaliation planned on the innocent craftsman and his community and

away from the real culprits.,

Slince arrows are widely exchanged In thls area, there Is reason for
scepticism about the probable success of such a ruse, Howevér, the tactlic
was described to me on more than one occasion with expressions of admi-

ration for its cleverness and confidence In its success,

Aside from these devious tactics there is a most Important charac-
teristlec of Intercommunity relations in this area which helps to account
for the presence of warring cllques. Here, If two local groups have any
Interaction at all, i.e., have any relationship as corporate communities,
fighting is an inevitable part of it. In other words, war s entalled
as an aspect of Intercommunity relatlons, If local groups don't fight
each other,then they have no relationship as communities. (Thls, of

course, does not preclude individual residents or sets of them from

interacting.)

However, warfare is not the only component of Intercommunity re-=-
lations. There are also festivitles. In this region feasting and dancing
are not carried on among sets of local groups who do not {or are not
supposed to) fight. These activities are not expressions of alliance,
rather they express a cessation in hostilit!es"for the moment.' These
‘activities are carried on amona the same sets of communities who fight
each other. Focusing on festivities Instead of fiahting the relations
. among these communities can be viewed in thelr ‘positive! aspect. The -

clusters of nelghboring groups which form warring clliques, also form
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feasting and dancing cliques, Some intercommunity relatfons may begln
this way. Perhaps communities which have been quests of a common host
extend Invitations to each other. But once relations are established

fighting Is sure to follow.

inter-Community Feasting and Dancing

The last relatlion to be discussed is, like warfare, a relatlon between
communitles as corporate groups. During my visit there was one particularly
large Intercommunity festival held In Binumarien. These affairs involve
the preparation of quantlities of cooked food, both pig and vegetables for
the guests to consume as they sing and dance, the gathering and chopping
of great plles of flrewood to keep a large fire and a few small ones going
through the night, the rolling of lnnumerable cigarettes and collection of
large quantities of betel, and the amassing of quantitles of cultivated
food and sometlmes plg for presentation to the guests to bc carried off
the morning after. They are a scaled-up version of the sort of community
event which the Binumarien have regularly once or twice a month beginning
Just before Christmas and lasting until July, The guest community was

Arona.

The year | was there this feasting and dancing season was interrupted
by an experiment: the 'market party.' And it is likely that ordinarily
there would have been more occasions comgarable to the Arona event.
'Market parties' were held by some Binumarien nelghbors as a way to raise
community funds. Several local groups in the area were planning to buy
or haa Just bought village cars. Both the purchase price with llicensing

fees, and the price of up-keep and use, including some sort of salary
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for a driver, requlred community funds. The Binumarien planned to buy
a village car to transport produce to market, and decided to have a
market party to bring thelr car fund closer to Its goal. The idea was
to have a sort of fence around the party area so that all participants
pald an entrance fee. Inside they would sell betel, cooked food, and
even beer. Invitations were extended to Pundibasa, Mamareln, and Arona,
the understanding being that those who came could expec¥ to have their
actlons reciprocated by the Binumarien. Twlce the event was disastrously
ralned out. And the Arona later sent word that they had received théir
invitational message too late anyway. After all the hopeful plans and
work of preparation the double fallure was quite a disappolntment and

It put a gloomy pall over the festival season.

Before fighting was stopped, these parties were lmportant for the
peace they entalled. They were also occaslons for prospectlve spouses
to attract each other. Arona Is the communlity nearest the Highlands
Highway, Recently, work on a hydroelectric project for the Arona valley
began, and with It, the development of nearby Yonkl Into a town, This
glves the Arona access to a wider variety of consumer goods than are
usually found in the merchandise of a trade store. As a consequence,
the status marker used by the unmarried Arona glrls'who came to Binu-
marien parties was a brassiere. Married women did not wear them but the
unmarried girls, along with their feathers, paint, elaborate headdresses,
dancing reed skirts, and Speciaf decoratlve string bags, also wore (as
‘outer-' not underclothing) cotton brassieres.. | was aware of no slgn
edopted by unmarried boys, In fact those approaching marrlageable age

seemed rather shy and self-effacing at party time. It is the married men
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who seem to be the fondest of display and it ts usually they, rather than
the unmarried men, whose sexual exploits on these occasions are the

subject of qossip in the following days,

Before the colontal peace these occasions sometimes marked the
temporary end of a perlod of extended hostility between two groups. But
they also sometimes marked the beginning. The dancing begins well after
nightfall around the huge pillar of a central fire. The drums with
thelr simple but unceasing rhythms, the chanting, the yelling, the fire-
Vight dancing, all in the tallest of feathers and flercest of paint,
with bows and arrows at the ready, create an atmosphere of high excite-
ment, It {s not hard to see the potential for hostile ocutbreaks. The;e
are storles of parties which ended in extreme tenston. Feace barecly
preéerved long enough for the guests to make an exit, With the promlse
of Imminent hostilities and the beginning of fighting just following

thelr departure,

REGIONAL POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

There Is only a very precarious and fraglile peace In these events.,
Berndt's generalization for a nearby area Is apt here:

... one district{local group}jmay be on either friendly or

inimical terms with any number of others but the position is

l1lkely to change almost overnight. There is no permanency in
such matters, except in the expectation of Interaction itself

([1969] 1971:393).
This is In marked contrast to the more lasting, sometimes traditionally
fixed ties of alliance and relations of enmity further west. In the Binu-
.ma}len reglon any interactlional exchange between communities, i.e., re-

latlon or transaction in which the communities as corporate entlties are
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the participants, 1s a relatlion with a fighting component. |f communities

Interact at all here they fight.

_ln this part of the Highlands it Is not possible to construct a map
of Intercommunity relations which show positive, neutral, and negative
relations, In this area reglonai political organization is both narrower
in scale and less complex In form. Here there are no elaborate exchange
chalns or ritual cycles to establish and maintain intercommunity alliances.
Binumarien has no alliance engagements with neighboring communities. It
ls not part of some targer (eQen shifting) unit of soclal peace. It stands
alone and It stands against its nelghbors. Here It is geography, not
soclal charters which organized community relations. This does not mean
that all particular Intercommunity interactions are warlike, but there
s no continuing political apparatus to counteract potential fights. There
are contextual periods of peace, While one communlty Is the guest of
another certain requiremei:s of hosplitality powerfully constraln agalnst

flare-ups of violence. But that hospitality ends with the visit,

it seems very clear that the traditional general fzations about vari-
atlons lnvthe elaborateness and scale of exchange chains and pig cycles
In the Highlands may be associated with general izations ‘about varlations
In political organization. The Binumarien area repfesents both a ritual

and a politlcal extreme,

This lack of arrangements for sdlldarlty beyond the community seems
to be soclio-loglcally associated with another unusual feature of Binu-
marien. Unlike the large phyles which are traditionally the focus of

anthropological attention in the Highlands, Binumarien Is an ethno-linguis-
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tic isolate. tt Is linguistically distinct from all its neighbors and
spatially separated from its closest Vinquistic congener: Talrora.

And, atthough the majority of communities In the set of 19, which
compose the relevant social universe tookina out from Binumarien, are
part of the same phyle, the Gadsup ethno~linquistic unit, there are
other communities in this set which, l1ike Blnumarlen, are Vinguistically

distinct from thelr nelghbors.

Language Is such an explicitly tdentifying feature that it has
traditionally been used by anthropologists (and by the people they study)
as an Indicator of soclal boundaries. But the language divisions in this

area aré not soclal barrlers. Nearly 90% of Binumarien adults are elther

b= or multi-lingual (see Fig. 2.7).

Berndt's comments on communlity interaction In the Kamano, Usurufa,
Jate, Fore reglon fit this Binumarien reglion as well:

From the standpolnt of persons belonging by birth or adoption
to any one district [local group), everyone outslde [ts
boundaries (apart from certain kin) was potentially hostile.
Nevertheless they regarded these members of other districts
as much the same sort of people as themselves = people with
whom they fought, intermarried, joined in peace ceremonles,

and so on ([1969] 1971:383).
The relevant soclal universe Is not limited by language borders. But on
the other hand lanaguage differences are not soclatly Irrelevant:

At the same time, reaardless of external tles within the

broader configuration, those speakina a common lanquage were

on that account assumed to be bound especlally closely by

common custom and practice ... (Berndt [ 1969] 1971:383).
And this implles the converse, Those who speak different lanquages are

rather less alike and more distant from each other in custom and practice.

The distribution of languages In this area is not the distribution of
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Figure 2.7 (continued) - Linguistic Competence of Adults
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social Interaction., Signiflicant social exchanges occur among ltinguistically
distinct communities. But with no intercommunity alllances to be under-
written, intergroup politlical charters are minimized in importance. There
are no arrangements for an intercommunity sphere of peace. Thus community
Tdentlities which emphasize autonomy and uniqueness serve the politicatl
requirements of deflning each local grouﬁ against the world., Language Is

a salient social marker.

Where traditional relatlons of Intercommunity amity occur they. are
supported by descent charters, e.g., the common brotherhood of neighboring
clan parishes. But where such blndlng alliances are absent, other markers
of local identity than common descent may serve, for Binumarien, {ts
Hinguistlic dlstlnctf&eness provides definition and an ldentifying marker,
Binumarien has a llnguistic, not a descent identity, This has Implications

for 1ts Internal soclal organization, the subject to be taken up next.



CHAPTER 3

Kinship and Community Organization
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INTRODUCT ION

This chapter deals with the organization of Binumarien social groups

or sets and the relations among individuals,

The toplc of groups or sets has two éspects: first the organtzation
and composition of residence units, and second, the conceptual organi-
zation of other soclial segments, which may or may not correspond to or
be defined by residence, Each of these aspects Is discussed In some
detail because, whlle Blnumarien conforms to the areal pattern of patri-
locality, it Is an exceptlion to generalizatlions about the prevalence
of patrilineal ldeologles In the Highlands, De Lepervanche observes that
“with few exceptlons ... all highland soclal systems have thls ideology
in varylng degrees of brotherﬁood or patrilineal stress ..." (1973:11),
Data are presented to support the assertion that Blnumarien is exceptional.
And, guided by Marshall Sahlins' suggestion that the smaller units are
shaped by thelr inclusion In a larger system of a certain type an ex-
planatlon for this absence of patrllineal descent is sought in the

character of relations between Binumarien and neighboring communities.

The discussion of social relations among individuals begins with
a sectlon on parenthood and marriage. The kinshlp nomenclature Is de-
scribed and fts structural characteristics are assoclated with the absence
of lineal or other corporate exogamoué seéments. The Implicatlons of thls

explanatlion for the understanding of other systems is discussed.

The kln classification system is accounted for by parenthood and
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the patterns of marriage in Binumarlen. Socio-spatial distributions (e.q.,
resldence, relative age) are not argued to account for terminological
distinctions here, But, since assumed soclo-spatial arrangements are so
often used to explain nomenclatural categories {e.g., Murdock 1949,
Leach 1958, White 1959), a test of the match between terms in use and

residence Is of interest. Such a test is provided here.

- -

This chapter shows that there are no clear-cut corporate kin groups
In Binumarien, and that labeled kin categories do not organize the
community into dyads or groups for ordinary dally activities, The question
Is thus posed for the chapter to follow this one: how are workaday co-

operation and sharing organized?

THE ORGANIZATION OF RESIDENCE UNITS

Post-Marital Reslidence

As 1s typlcal of CHNG socletles, the pattern of post-marital residence
In Binumarien 1s patrilocal, Out of 19 living adult son-and-father or
~father-surrogate palrs, all but two of them are also co-hamlet residents,
Eight of them live In the same house, and five of them are next door
nelghbors. And both of the exceptlional pairs did follow the.patrilocal
pattern In the past. In these two cases the sons llved with their fathers,
and thelr wives jolined them there, but, since then, the sons and their
wlves have moved. (Although 15 is the son of 1 he llves with 7 in
Ubandena where 1 used to live; 7 Is 1's matrilateral cros?-cousin and

has no 1lving sons of his own. And so 15 is hls surrogate son.)

The two exceptional father-son palrs are 26 and hits son 27, and 32
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and his son 6, Immediately after his marriage 27 lived with his father 26,
But then, after the birth of thelr first child, he and his wife, 84, moved
from the largest hamlet to the middie one. They also have a house in
_Indununua where they spend much of their time, This hamlet was abandoned
In the last few years but it Is closer to most of their qardens, and they
now keep a house there where they live part of the time. Some years ago
27 was lnvited by his father-in-law to aarden with him, 41, and although
the younger man.has not broken with his own father and brothers, he does

garden regularly with 41 now.

-

The other non-coresident father-son pair Is 32 and 6; 6 worked for
two years on the coast (he and 35 are the only two young men to have done
s0) and he brought back his wife 80 from there. He says this was because
she threatened sulcide 1f he left her, and he belleved she was serious
since her sister was a suicide. When he brought her to Blnumarien it had
 been arranged by his kinsmen for him to marry N (one of the women inad-
vertently omitted from parts of this study), the present wife of 25. His
coastal wife, 60, threatened to kill herself If 6 took a second wife, but
preparations went on despite her protests. And so one day, just before
the wedding, she went to the house where she and 6 were living, the
house of 32, and tried to hang herself from oné of the roof posts. | am
told she was found just in time and the event was sufficiently dramatic

to cancel the wedding of 6 and N. And N was later married to 25.

while 6 and B0 were still 1lving in the house of 32, B0 bore a child
but It died soon after birth (as did another during my stay), and it was
-after this that 6 and his wife moved to another hamlet. Here they live
In the same house = although the two halves are not internally conneéted -

with 6's age-mate 3%V and his wife 53 and thelr young son. This Is next
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door to 12, 31's father. These men are 6's closest kin besides his parents

and sisters,

The patrivlfllocal post-mérital residence pattern is a strong one and
1t is dramatized by the part of the wedding which Involves the instruction
.to the bride to glve up the home and gardens of her childhood and go to
that of her husband. It would seem that residence units based on patri-
lateral ¢onnections must necessarily bulld up. Whether or not patri-
lineal descent Is considered by the actors to be significant, patrilocal
residence might seem to make it the lmplicit baslis of hamlet membership.
But in Blnumarien while resldence Just after marriage Is patrilocal,
patrilineal-1like structures in hamtet compositlon‘tend not to develop.
The new couple's residentlal position after marriage is not a permanent
afflliation. There ls no one in Binumarien over the age of ten who has
not Yived in at least two different named places. Sometime after the
birth of thelr first child (it may be long after) the son &nd his wife,
who have had thelr own hearth and usually have acted as a distinct
domestic unit, build a separate house. Now, although father and son

may make the same shifts in hamtet residence, they may not,

Flg.3.1 shows the residentlial history of Binumarien men moving back
from their current residence - numbered t = to that Just preceding -
numbered 2, and so on. Only three hamlets are steadlly occupied currently.
But every adult male, except 25 who 1s the youngest and was not yet born,
and 4 who just moved to Binumarien in the year before the research, once
lived in Indununua, now abandoned, And those‘who were born and in
Binumarien at the time moved there from Fofondal, also abandoned.
Onikuradurana, the newest hamlet,now has 66 resldents and 1s certainly

flourishing, but it will probably wane in time. During my stay a house
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in Onikuradurana, 12's, burned to the ground. And though it may be rebuiit,

12 and his family lived quite satisfactorily for the last several months
of my stay in a second house they had in Unuana, near Indununua which
was near thelr gardens (this - at least temporarily - split the nearest

nelghborconnection between 12 and his son 31).

It Is not possible to rec;nstruct the order of the residence shifts
indicated in the table (who moved first, etc.}, and so the diachronically
shifting composition of these hamlets, the precise pattern of thelr
torganized flow' is not visible. But just after the return from the

Markham, everyone lived together first in Fofondai and then in Indununua.

The individual motives for a move may be various. 12 and his family
wmoved (at least temporarily) because of fire. They may return or they
may become fully settied In Unmuana and the site of their house may go to
someone else to build on. 41 took up residence in Onlkuradurana, his
second concurrently, when he married 64 whose previous husband had bullt
the house there, Or a whole hamlet may be more or less systematically
evacuated because of disease of plgs or people, or just because few
children are being born. | was told that Indununua was abandoned because
the human population of.BInumarlen was not lncéeasing fast enough and
nelther was that of lts pigs. There s a corroborating note in a patrol
report submitted by Patrol officer L. Pursehouse in 1339 that the
Binumarlien requested permission to move and gave the same reason to
the governmént at the time. {This does not date the move however. People

born well after 1939 were born in Indununua. )

"But a resldence unit, both as a place and as a set of individuals,

is clearly not permanent, Fathers and sons llve together, and when the
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father dles, brothers may stay together as young men. But thls may be
almost by default - lasting only until somebody moves., They beglin to
shape thelr social space independently, Because of the Independcnce of
each exchange transaction for marrlage, they probably have different
In-laws., They find different kinsmen congenial and so emphasize different
'connections. Since they are not comembers of a corporate kin group below
the level of the whole community, thelr relatlons of sharing and co-

operation are ego-centrically defined (see following chapter).

Because of the high rate of community endogamy (discussed below), a
description of the pattern of post-marital residence requires a qualifying
aslde. There are flifteen adult women with a living parent or parent
surrogate in Blnumaricn. One of these women was living as a divorcee
with her parents for most of my stay. 0F the remainlng fourteen, elght
adult vomen were llvina with thelr husbands in the same hamlet where
the women's parent or parent surrogate resided. Hevertheless, | would te
tempted In only one of these cases to classify the couple's residence
as uxorilocal. And that case (27 and 84 dliscussed above) is a re-
arrangerent which differs from the resldence arrangement of the couple
immediately after theilr marriage. Of the seven women remalnlng, five
are also co-resident with the parents of the husband « two of them In

the same house as thelr parents-in-law. In no Instance did a couple live

in the same house as the parents of the wife.

The local endogamy makes It necessary to qualify a unllocal classi-
fication of the post-maritsl residence pattern since such a descriptive
conventionally means resldential affiliation with one of the new spouse's

kin and Implles spatial separation from the kin of the other spouse. Thls
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latter Implication Is not entailed in Binumarien.

Hamlet Composition

Hagaanoona
e e e e, |

Binumarien is currently composed of three hamlets, The.smallest,
Haqaanoona, has twenty-six residents: six adult men, six adult women, and
fourteen children (see Fig.3.2). There are four houses but two of these
are divided into distinct sections so that each of the six married couples
has its own household space. (Durlno my stay the house occu;led by 41,
his wife 91, thelr son 38, and his wife 85, as well as the chlldren of
each couple, was rebullt, The old house had two rooms, each of which was
reached directly from a small jJolnt entrance hall without enterling the
other, However, the new house was not partitioned so that the hearths

of each couple were located In opposite halves of one large room,)

The adult men consist of two sets of fathers and sons. And the two
fathers, 41 and 30, claim to be consanguines, related through their fathers
and thelr fathers® fathers, although they cannot trace the speclfic
genealoglcal path which connects them, Although 30 is the older of the
two, ‘the presumptive consanguineal connection places him a generation
below 41, This is the recason for a discrepancy In thelr reciprocal kin
class assignments. While 41 calls 30 ‘older classificatory brother,' 30
calls 41 'classificatory father.' These men are often described as moodaa
oosana (dlscussed below), which literally means ‘one source' or ‘one
. trunk,' Or they are described in Neo-Melanesian as wan ltain - an all-
purpose phrase with a very broad range of meanlings and usages. From this

Informatlion It appcars that the hamlet Is both defined as and composed by




Figure 3.2 = The smallest hamlet, Magqaanoona
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agnatic kinsmen and their wives,

But further exploration shows two things which do not fit perfectly
with such a conclusion. First, 33, the son of k1, ts marricd to 30's daughter,
75 (see Fig. 3.3). Such a marriage Is problematic because smali, unilineally
defined groups are often exogamous. However, 33 is an adopted son and it

might be argued that this marrliage more firmly 1inks him and especially

his children to the patrilineal unit, if this were such a group,

The second problem Is in some of the kin class assignments. Blnumarien
kin terminology is of the Cheyenne (Hurdogk 1949) or bifurcate generatlon
type (Dole 1969) (sce following sectlon). Cousin terms are generational,
and avuncular/nepotic terms are blfurcate merging. Here the cross/parallel
distinction Is obligatory in the flrst ascending generation and optlonal

In the flrst descending generation,

Besides the putative connection between 41 and 30, there is a

traceable connection between 41 and 54, the wife of 30 and mother of 19

n

and 23 (refer to Flg. 3.3); 41 Iz Shi's father's mother's sister's son,

This cognatic connection puts the chlldren of 41 in the same generation

as 54, This means that 19 and 23 have a cholce, They may trace their connec-
tion to 41's son, 38 (33 a2dds the curpllication of being a brother-in-law),
through elther thelr father 30, or thelr mother 54. Under any circumstances,
at least In thc absence of mateillneality, it might seem likely for them to
follow their father's usage, partlicularly so if agnation were ideologically
emphaslzed, However, 19 classifies 38 as 'classificatory mother's brother,!
Horeover, while the reciprocal class may be tumped terminoiogically with
parallel kin, so that a man's slster's chlld may be elther 'classificatory

ch11d' or optionally 'classificatory sister's chlld,' 38 uses the special
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Figure 3.3 - Genealogical Relations among Men of Maqaanoona
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'cross' term to place both 19 and 23. He might have chosen the broader
term, leaving it ambiouous as to which path was the operative one. But
there Is no amblquity here. He classes them both as 'classificatory
sister's child.! He uses the cognatic connection rather than the putative

agnatic connectlon to ldentify them,

Onlkuradurana

The next largest and the newest hamlet, Onltkuradurana, has sixty-
elght residents: flftecn adult men, twenty-three women, and thirty
children. The elght 'extra' adult women are accounted for by two wlves
each for 16 and 13, four old widows, and two young and marrlageable

dlvorcees,

Since post-marital residence is patrllocal, the kin connections among
the men should be the Important oncs for defining the structure of the
core of the hamlet. There are fifteen adult men In this hamlet., Agnatic
connections betwecn these men are of minimal generational depth, All three
traceable agnatic sets of adult men In Onlkuradurana are composed only of
fathers and sons. This reflects the post-marital resldence pattern but

clearly does not Indicate a patrilineal soclology.

In addition to the traccable genealogical links, there arc four other

sorts of connections which provide a basis for intlmacy and cooperation

and whlch are used to make kin classificatlons.
1 - traceable gencalogical connection

2 - assumed genecalogical connection but the detalls forgotten, a
connection can be traced to an ancestor (minimally a parent) of
each Indlvidual assumed to be related to an ancestor of the other
but the precise 1ink between these ancestors cannot be specified
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3 ~ ancestors (minimally parents) coreslident in another place, an
ancestor of each (minimally the man himself) came to Binumarien
from the same other place, but no genealogical connection
clalimed

4 - ancestors {minimally parents) coresldent in Binumarien, no
gencalogical connection claimed

5 = the minimal connectlon, coresidence but no genealogical 1ink.

We may lgnore the adult sons reslding patrilocally, since any patri-
lineal affiliation they might have would follow automatically from the
affiliatlon of thelr fathers., Eleven men thus remaln. These eleven men
form fifty-flve distinct palrs. Among these pairs there are twenty=two
connections of type 1, eleven connectlons of type 2, flfteen connections
of type 3, nine connections of type &, and six connections of type 5 (the
total of 63 exceeds 55 because in some cases more than one connectlon is
consldered Important for a palr). The number of these connectlons In
which all the known links are through men are tabulated below:

Type Total Connectlons All Known Links Through Men
22
11
15

9
6

VI DWW N e
AW N O

that do these numbers indlicate? Since a type 5 connectlion assumes no
linking tndividuals, all palrs with this sort of connection must conform
In a trivial sense to the restriction 'all kpown links through men.' Thls
conformation Is not informative since it is by defimition, The other four
categorlies are related to each other In the followling way. As the restric-
tions in the definition of the category and the depth of the connectlon
decrease, moving from category 1 to 4, the number of connections tends to

decrease (a trend which continues In cateaory 5). At the same time the
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Figure 3.4 = The middle hamlet, Onlkuradurana
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number of connections which are through male links Increases {and again the

trend continues in category 5).

Moving from category ! to 5 the genealoglcal cbmponent in the con-
nection decreases from maximal to zero, while the residential component
Increases from zero (except as Implied by aenealogical links) to maximal,
The distribution of freguencles suaocests a preference for gencaloglcal
emphasis, but an assoclation between Increasing residentlal emphasis and
an Increasing proportion of male links (this conforms with the post-
marital residence pattern). Any cognatic connection mlght be reduced to
or supplemented by a lower category (type 2 or 1) through men, i.e., for
any connection which includes female links, a less specific connection

through males can be assumed, But there seems no tendency to do thls,

The flgures show no special emphasis on patrilineallty. Apart from
the three Individual father-son sets, there s nothing like an ‘agnatic

core! In this hamlet. Instead its reslidents fit into an Interlocking

cognatic and In-law network.

Finschhafen: The Mission

The largest hamlet and the oldest site of occupation In Binumarlen,
Ubandena, has seventy-nine residents. There are also twelve resldents
who Identify with the Finschhafen area and form a spatlally distinct
‘mission enclave.' This latter group is excluded from the study. | con-

slder that omlssion most unfortunate. The followlng Is a long aside whlch

explalns. that exclusion.

-
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Since | was interested in the patterns of social Interactlion, 1 was
especlally eager to see how this mission group articulated with the
Binumarlen community. tn all my encounters with members of this set they
emphasized thelr distinct ldentity. This distinctness was also emphasized
by other reslidents of Binumarien. Relative moral superiority was em=-
phatically claimed on each side. And yet, In many ways these people
who ldentified with Finschhafen were very much a part of the Binumarien
community, gardening and getting a living side by side with their Binu-
marien nelghbors, cooperating and sharing with them, partlcipating In

community events and declsions.

The interplay of solidarity and divislion suggested organlzation
patterns of special interest. But from the early days of my stay the
people In thls group parried my questions about gencalogical relations.

! was so countlng on collecting detalls of interpersonal interaction
lavolving the mission set that | was not prepared to accept thelr refusal
to participate. | was sure that 1t was only a matter of time and of
finding the right approach. But time passed and they refused my requests,

so | decided to press the lssue.

It was generally known In the community that one man was the most
influential member of the Finschhafen enclave. And | was told that It was
at his bldding that the others refused ny entre;tles. One day, when t had
been In Binumarlen several months, there was a blg discussion about pay-
ment owlng on a case of beer. The man (i had assigned him number § for

my records) who seemed responsible for the Finschhafen refusal was In

attendance,
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! sat down next to him, he arceted me, and we talked a bit. Then |
asked him about helplng me in the research. He sald no, they were from
another place. If someone were doing this at thelr place, then they
would participate. But, they had another blood. | saild yes, It was true
that his people were from the coast. Rut they live here, and he and one
‘of the adult women (assigned number 81 for my records) grew up here. It
did not matter, for what | was Interested In was where his ancestors
had lived. Des and Jenny Oatridge (the SIL couple) were answering my
questions and their ancestors were from another place. They even arew
up elsewhere, but they had Yived here on snd off for a long time. instead
of answerling he sort of shushed me and sald he had to tisten to the

dlscusslion. So | tet him.

We sat there for two hours and when the debt for the beer had been
fully discussed from all ccocelvable directions and was clearly exhausted
as a toplec some people got up to leave. So did 9. | followed and stopped
him, | said | wanted to understand this and would he please explaln it to
me, Those who had been drifting sway regathered around us to watch (scme=-
thing | had hoped to avold but now it could not be helped). He opened
the argument of ‘another blocd' again. | sald, agaln, that didn't matter.
But, a2lright, | could see | must accept thelr declislon. it was thelr

business., | Just wanted to understand why,

By now he was less nervous and more angry. He sald, alright, If |
_gave them enough money they would do It. | told him that | was giving a
lot of money for very tittle work. He knew that. He said no, a large
fortune would come to me from this, Only If 1 payed them accordingly

(Neo-Melaneslan: hamas handet) would they participate, Very aware of the
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audlence, 1 said that this was not a thing for money. Their story would
be In libraries so that anyone could come and read of them wlthout paying.
(This difflculty of explanation ! had encountered before and would aqaln,
Each time It seemed to get worse rather than better, a collection of many
books telling the story of many things seemd to sound more and more maalcal
each time 1 tried to clarify it.) He said, If we tell you the things
about us, what we knoww and what we do, then you have our secrets and the

wealth of our ancestors,which belongs to us, will go to you instead.

This was an alarming turn to things, one | should probably have
enticlpated, but had not. There, in a public forum, | was beina charged
with serlous malevolent Intent: expropriation of the cargo from the
ancestors. | said, | knew nothing of such things. And he contlinued, to
me, and all assembled, if the Binumarlen were foollsh enocugh to glve
away thelr secrets and glve up the cargo of thelr ancestors, that was

their busliness.,

Perhaps my alarm wes unwarranted. But 1 felt that the audience
welghing hls words against mine could so easily be persuaded that he was

right, This would make me not only an enemy, but a dangerous one.

_One of the Binumarlen men answered him, saylng that it was his (9's)
business. !f he didn't want to help me, that was up to him., | simply
stood there for a blt, trylng to calm my racing pulse. Then | slowly walked
away. ! went home envisioning possible serlous trouble and feeling ex-
tremely alone and isolated, no motor vehicle, no radlo, no help. Most
especially | felt a gulf between myself and my neighbors. 1 had handled

the sttuation badly, but even after lengthy reflection t was unable to
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concelve a satisfactory reply or explanatlon. At any rate, after this epl-

sode | accepted the refusal of the mission to partlcipate In this research.

Ubandena

Ubandena Is the largest Binumarien hamlet, In the two smaller hamlcts
the genealogical connectlons Included only the most rudimentary agnatic
clusters, fathers and sons, Such generationally shallow sets would not
even be counted as patrilincal according to the distinction suggested
by Fortes which separates filiation, parent-child ~onnections, from
lineality, connections with at least a three-gcneration depth (Fortes

‘959:206"7) .

In Ubandena the genealoglical connections among men include some
agnatlc paths of greater length. There are three clusters of adult male
kinsmen analytically distinguishable as agnates (though not locally so
distinguished). One of these is a set of father and sons only, but

the other two show a greater depth.

One of the latter contalns 21, 35, and B, The father of 35 and 8
dled when they were both very young; 21 took a significant part in the
care and upbringlng of the boys, at flrst particularly for 35 whose
mother was dead. The mother of 8, 64, married her deceaséd husband's
brother's son and this couple had five children before 64 was again
wldowed. Thereafter, 21, who had no living sons acted more and more as
surrogate father for 8 as well as 35. Actually, then, the relation

between 21 and these two men ls that of father and son substltute,

The largest 'agnatlc cluster' Is made up of a man and hls sons and




Figure 3.5 - The largest hamlet, Ubandena
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deceased brother‘s sons. The nuclear family In whlch thls cluster began
has produced an astounding number of descendants in three generations.
There are L9 living descendants of the parents of 3 currently resident

In Binumarien, l.e., more than one quarter of the population of the entire

community, These people do not share a common name, nor do they act as
a unlt or clalm rights or obligations collectively. But they can be

described as moodaa oosana. All the adult males In this set are conslistent-

ly grouped in the discussion of oosana which follows the next section, Of
the 49, 26 are related through males, i.e., analytlcally aanates (and

tt happens that all living adult males in the cognatic set fall within
this subsct). 18 of these 26 agnates live In Ubandena. Of the clight who
do not, four are married women ilving with thelr husbands In Onikuradurana.
And four are children llving with foster kin In Onlkuradurana. In addition
- to this transfer of children, four of the adults in thls set had been
elther adopted or fostered by others, There 1s no positive value placed

on very large familles so that those who have many children tend to

foster them out or allow their adoption,

The preceding dlscussion was Intended to demonstrate that although

Binumarien residence s patrllocal, there Is not a patrilincal blas In

hamlet compositlon. But residential organizatlon s one thing and structural
ldeology may be quite another. lanoring residence, consider the ways in
which people talk about their affillation to soclal subsets. How, aside
from resldence, is the comuunity conceptually subdivided above the level

of the household?
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THE ISSUE OF LINEALITY

In Binumarien there are no unilincal descent constructs of any
sort. By that | mean any social units for which membership depends on
a clalm of unilincal descent from a common ancestor. There are no
ancestor focused cateaorles named or otherwise. Since the occurrence
and nature of descent concepts in CHNG are matters of some interest

in the areal literature, this requires some elaboration,

The great Importance of distinguishing be;wecn ego~focused and
ancestor-focused kinds of kinship constructions has been esbecially
emphasized only In the last couple of decades. The antidote to the
confuslons of previously common and accepted usage has been slow to
take effect, The three landmark publications whlch appeared at almost

exactly the same time, Levi-Strauss’s Elementary Structures, Murdock's

Socfal Structure, and Radcliffe-Brown's 'Introduction' to Afrlcan

Systems of Kinship and Marriaoe, all shared the same errors, the con-

foundinag of ancestor focused and ego~focused kln constructs and a
mistaken appralsal of the ubliquity of unilinear descent, Murdock's

Soclal Structure, for example, used 'bllatcral descent' to descrit-. a

characteristic of socleties wlithout ancestor focused categories (pp.
Lh-15), those with rion-unilineal descent, and those for which 'bilateral

kindreds' were reported irrespective of whatever other structures were

present as well (p. 158).

The overemphasls on unilineal descent to the neglect both of other
kinds of ancestor focused units and ego-focused constructs has been

criticized with salutary suggestions In several papers, notably Coodenocugh
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1355 and 1272, and Freecan 1961, Scheffler (1973) has recently suggested

that It is just this confuslon which underlies the 'Idcoloay vs.
sociology' problem In CEXG. He argues that 'fatter-son' 'brother-
brother' ldicas for local group unity which hze= been Interpreted

as indicators of patrilireal descent ideoloay zre often better Inter-
preted as Bazrnes has done: matters of 'patrifiliztion,' and this must
be clearly distingulshed from descent., The slorificance of the dis-
tinction is in the difference between 'ego-focesed' calculations and
ancestor-focused ones. If local groups are net zased on common descent,
but rather on ego-focused klnship connectlons, then the problem of
‘accretlons' and the accommodation of non-agnazes is not a matter of
violating descent ideolcgy at atl. The problem, Scheffler says, ls

in the models not in the facts.

However widely applicable Scheffler's recomceptualizatlen is for
CHNG (and ! have conslderable doubts), the distinction he brings into
focus s an important one. YWhen we taik about kiaship phenomena, It is
necessary to be clear whether we are dealling with matters of descent or
matters of eco~focused kinship. Structural expertaztlons will vary markedly
depending cn which of these It Is, But | suspect that If Scheffler's

discussion ecntributes to clarification of ore prublem, It may exacer-

bate another very Imporiant one. R

Sahlins has wrltten about the confusion between a group's composition
and Its social ldentity, pointing out that the same constraints do not

shape both and that most certalnly the latter is not simply a reflex

of the former. In fact, ke sugagests that 'where descent is encaged In

the political domaln, as a charter of territorizi communities and
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political actions' (1965:104), the direction of dependence may most
‘usefully assumed to be the reverse,
The overlylng descent structure is no expression of the underlying
descent composition. Somethina to the opposite: the major descent
system orders genealogical facts In allegiance to its own
principles ... A serious objection is in order to the popular
tactlc of perceiving structural principle ('jural rule') as the
outcome of how people are associated on the ground and in fact ...
(We hear talk of the supposed confusion between kinship and
descent. WWhat of the more earegious confusion between descent
and residence?) (1965:106). -
Watson has emphasized the importance of this distinction.
A patrilineal ideology need not be regarded as incidental or
accidental merely because the composition of local groups some-
times poorly approximates the expected norm. An ideoloay, too
may 'have a job to do,' Just as, we are so often reminded,

a structure does., The job or purpose of ideology, moreover,
may not be ldentlical to that of the sociologlical arrangements

(1964 :14),

The point Is important but the language used here,though conventional,
Is misteading. The distinction is not so much between composition or
soclology and ideology as it Is between different levels of organization.
local'ébmposlt}on has both 'sociological' and 'ideological! aspects and
Intercommunity arrangements are a matter of ‘composition' and ‘sociology’

as well as ‘ideology.’

‘Strathern's language is better and he makes a similar point when he
says, "'in comparing High!and societies we must bear In.mlnd the distinction
between dogma applied as a calculus of intergroﬁp relations and as dogmas
applied to processes of affiliation to aroups'(1871:36). The issue here
1s the composition and Identity of residence units as contrasted with

the composition and identity of larger social categories.

There Is a long ethnological tradition which derives the latter from
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the former, congruent with the tendency to associate reslidence patterns
with composition and descent structure with ldeology. Thus, as the
classic text has it, tdeology emerges from social organization. Marvin
Harris has gone so far as to assert that 'residence is an etic
phenomenon while descent is what goes on Inside of peoples' heads"
(1971:335), But to the extent‘that resldence s patterned by kinship
connections it clearly has a critical Ideological aspect, and Harris's
distinctioﬁ cannot hold, Instead it is a matter of different social
units, overlappling and contrasting, greater and smaller. Each has a
composition and ldentity, eécb has structural and ideological aspects,
and each may be shaped by different pressures because of the 'Jobs!
they do. "Each level (each kind of group) has a range of functions:
economic, ceremonial, defensive, and so forth - each organizes certain

necessary tasks' (Sahlins 1968:16).

“There is a long ethnological tradition, much broader than 'cultural
materialism' which derives larger social structures from smaller ‘on
the Qround' arvangements, particularly de;cent organizations from
residence distributions (Titiev 1943, Murdock 1549, Goodenough 1955) .
Unilineal desceirt categories are seen to develop from unilocal extended
gamilies and non-unllineal descent from ambilocal ones, The greater
groups are the smaller writ large. The derivation Is both structural
and evolutionary. It all happens from the individual or from the family
out. But ethnographically there is often a lack of congruence between
descent structures and local arrangemeﬁts. It is a matter of record
that the same sorts of local arrangements may be associated with

alternate descent constructs. The cognatic Maorl hapu with its patrilineal
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blas and the patrilineal clans with cognatlic accretions of s;me CHNG
socleties are favorite examples (e.g., Fox 1967). In additlon classic
patrilineal descent systems present a paradox, the “E.-P. paradox; an
inverted relation between commitment to agnation in principle and
commltment to It in deed" (Sahlins 1965:105), Both technological and
kstructural‘ 'Inside-out’ strategleé can offer only 'lag' to accommodate

such things,

"y not look from the outside In?" (Sahlins 1965:106).

[certain) empirical matertals Intimated a connection between the

development of lineality In the Intercommunity sphere and Its

stanificance within political seaments. Vhere the superstructure
turns on seqmentary lineage relations, the internal doctrine of
participating blocs is more definitely lineal. Where the super=
structure is not descent ordered - and alliance, feud and ranking
develop more exiquously on other bases - the lineal doama of
political segments is underdeveloped despite a clearcut bias

tn membership {(Sahlins 1965:105).

Sahlins' proposition that intercommunity relations are critical in
shapina community components has recently received statistical confir-
mation. Ember, Ember and Pasternak published the results of 'cross-
cultural research on the conditions that may lead to the emergence of
untlineal descent and some of the major varlations thereof' (1974:92).
They provide "data consistent with the theory that the presence of war=
fare tn unilocal socleties is the catalyst for the development of a
conception of unitlineal descent! (1974:92), This is clearly an example
of the larger system, 'the community in a tribe of communities,' f.e.,

the wider associatlion of populations and resources, shaping the local

tprimary groups' and patterns of face-to-face interaction,

The general emphasis on the features of the wider system as critical
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variables in accounting for4the form taken by component unlts, sugaests
re-examination of the sorts of things unillneal descent arrangements
actually do. The overemphasis or unilineal structures in the classic
1iterature was partly a result of the popular assumption that they were
uniquely suited for a myriad of soclal functions., Other structures could
not perform these functions because only unilineal descent entails
unamb!gudus membership In units which (glven exogamy) are “clearly
differentiated, Isolable discrete kin qroups, which never overlap with
-others of thelr kind" (Murdock 1949:60-61), and which exist in perpetulty.
On the other hand an ego-focused aggregate of‘kln Yican rarély act as a
collectivity'" because of overlapping membership., ... It 1s not a aqroup
except from the point of view of a particular Individual ,. it has no
continuity over time" {Murdock 1949:61). Goodenough has polnted out
aumerous ways in which non-unilineal descent units may be restricted to
produce social groups which have the characteristics, enumerated by
Murdock, of unillineal descent units, Freeman has shown how eqo-focused
aagregations may link together to form action aroups of surprising size

and real effectiveness {1961).

The point of relevance here Is that community and Intra-community
tdentitles = the usual locus of descent constructs In CHNG - have a
functlion different from organlzing local day-to-day cooperation and
composition, The characteristics of unilinear descent units outlined
by Murdock may actually have little relevance for 'who assoclates with
whom' in many socletles. Instead, face-to-face cooperation may be guided
‘by pragmatic concerns which may even contradict but do not disturb the

descent structure, The latter has other things to do.
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All this may seem very tangentlal following earlier assertions that
in Binumarien there are no descent constructs of any sort. The purpose
of the excursion is twofold. First, all this provides the backaround
for an explanation of the character of Binumarien community organization
which 1s different from the general areal pattern. Second, this back=
ground clarifies the status of the assertion that patrilineal descent
constructs are lacking In Binumarien. This Is not just an assertion
about local composition (which current wisdom would predict to be non-
agnatlc whatever the local conceptions). It Is an assertion about the
local definltion and ldentity of Binumarien and its soclologlcal

components.

THE ABSENCE OF PATRILINEAL DESCENT N BINUMARIEN

Ember, Ember, and Pasternak found an assoclation between the pre=
sence of warfare In unilocal socletlies and the development of unilineal
descent. But how does Binumarlen square with thls generalization? War-
fare is {or was) certainly present here and the residence pattern Is
unilocal. And yet there is no ‘conception of uqilineal descent,' Ember,
Ember, and Pasternak ''consider a soclety to have unllineal descent‘when
most people in the society belong to at least one group of persons who
concelve of themselves as descended from a common ancestor linked to
them (either through the male or the female 1ine) by known and/or pre-
sumed genealogical connections' (1974:69), Unilineal descent is absent in
BInumarien, why? Another of their flédlnés is suggestive. They distinguish
between Interna) and external warfare following Ember and Embeé 1971,

Internal warfare Is fighting '"within the society" and external warfare



_ 98
Is fighting “with other socleties™ (1971:582).
In deciding where a given society left off and other societles began,
we relied upon the ethnographer's judgement, if he spoke of warfare
with a group that he labeled with a different tribal or cultural
name, and this other group was clearly not the society to which he
was generalizing his data, we would classify such warfare as
external. (lncidently it seems that most ethnographers differentiate
societlies, theirs vs. others, in terms of language differences;
that is If two qroups are referred to as different tribes or
societies, It usually seems that the languages spoken by them are
not mutually Intelligible, although there may of course be bi-
linguals In each group){Ember and Ember 1971:582).
Glven this usage Binumarlen Is characterized by external warfare only.
There ls no internal war as defined because the 'soclety' and the
community are coterminous. Using this distinction, Ember, Ember and
Pasternak found that “societies with internal warfare tend to have at
least one mostly contlguous unilineal descent group, whereas those with-
external warfare only were not as likely to have such groups'" (1974:
92-93). Slnce Binumarien has only external warfare as defined, it is
unllkely to have contiguous descent groups. A descent group is counted
as contiguous "if almost all the core members (unilineally related
members) llve in a single territory (section of a community, whole
community, nelghborhood, or district) without being separated by people

of other descent groups of the same type ...'" or 1f "a substantial number

of the core members live contiguously'! (1974:78).

1€ we assume that by ‘core members! they mean those of the sex which
Is brought together by the unilocal residence rule, 1t would not be
possible to actually disperse core members in a ‘soclety' the size of
Binumarien. If any descent groups were present, the core members would
all live in the same ‘territory,® 'community,' or ‘district' because

ihere is only one. Thus [f Binumarien is unlikely to have contlquous '
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descent groups, It ts unlikely to have any descent groups at all.

The findings of Ember, Ember, and Pasternak'(and those of Ember
and Ember 1971; Otterbein 1968, 1970; Divale 1974; Divale, Chamberis,
and Gangloff 1976) suggest that linguistic boundaries have significant
implications for social morphology. Specifically for Binumarien they
suggest that its linguistlc uniqueness may be the critical factor in

accounting for the absence of descent constructs here,

The Intercommunity sphere for Binumarien is ‘external® only, as
opposed, for example,to Tairora, Bena Bena, Gahuku, ChImbu,‘Enga, Marling,
Stane, and so on, That Is, all iateraction between Binumarien, a
communi ty, gnd other communitlies crosses ethnolingulstic boundaries.
Binumarien is surrounded by neighbors but it is unlike the run of
CHNG cultural=linguistlc units where “'there may be 60,000 members In
a phyle, although some are smaller ... Most phylae aré divided into
a number of ... autonomous local groups. The population [of these local
groups] rarely exceeds 500" (de Lepervanche 1973:1-2). Binumarlen, the
community of 172, which is the ‘autonomous local group' is also the
maximal 'linguistic unit,' the phyle. It distingulishes Itself from its
neighbors as indlvidual, distinct, unique. This unlqueness 1is most
clea}ly symbolized by its lingulstic identity. Binumarlen's neighboring
communlities are not 'brothers.' lts intercommunity relations are not
Jineal. Nor are they ‘brothers-in-law.' These relatlions do not seem
to be genealogically conceived. Every Binumarien has kinsmen In neigh-
boring qpmmunltles, and these are important links. But Binumarien and
nelghboring vlllagés are elther too distant for community level Inter=

course or they are enemies, with the degree of actlve hostillity always
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in flux. And kinship fdioms are not used to describe this larger soclal

organizatlion.

Strathern's comments on Melpa are relevant here:

At the highest ['tribe' and ‘tribe section'] and at the lowest
[lineage] levels a kinship model is used to conceptualize groups
and their interrelations, while In between, at the level of the

clan and sub-clan, there is additional stress on territorial and
residenttal idioms (1971:34).

But what ls perhaps most important in [the kinship] Idloms is not
thelr precise patrilineal or cognatic reference, but their rhetori-

cal appeal as charters for qroup unity, based on the assertion
of sharing something fundamental, whether this -2 common semen

or common blood (1971:35).
fFor Binumarlien Interlocal relations are not conceptualized in a kinship
model because the same political function is otherwise served.
Here local sagrandizement, distinctiveness, solidarity agalnst the
world, and freedom of manoeuvre are the overriding structural con-
cerns (Sahllins 1965:105).
And here, a 'faclilitating doctrine’ of patrillineality is not required,
because there is a salient criterion of Binumarien uniqueness: Its
language. Binumarien clearly ‘share something fundamental' which sets
them apart from their neighbors and symbolizes their 'solidarity against
the world.' Watson suggests that:
Quite likely the patrilineal ideologies of many parts of the High-
lands should be regarded, at least in one of their functions, as
providing an idiom in terms of which local aroups may speak of

others and of themselves to others (1964:14).

The very unusual features of Binumarien's ethno-linguistic Isolation may

‘provide a 'functional alternative,’

Before the demise of nelghboring villages linquistically identlfled
with Binumarlen, some Intercommunity relations may have been, at least

partially, conceptualized In lineal terms. But even then the majority of
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nelghboring communities were linguistically distinct from the Binumarien
set. Most likely that arrangement obviated the full elaboration of a
descent Ideology as the ''charter of territorial communities and politlcal
actions." In fact, In all discussions of intercommunity relations, even
relations with Sasalda, Omama, and Anasina (the 'Blinumarien' speaking

villages) kinship idioms were never used,

An Origlin Story

The story of the beginnlhg of Binumarien has familfar CHNG elements.
Deenoa s the name of the critical figure In this story. He can be
connected to the genealogles of some Binumarien as a great, great grand-
father of the oldest adults. Some who can name him as an ancestor are
connected through cognatic links, some through agnatic links. Deenoa
Yived In Sasaida, a linguistic congener of Binumarlien, now extlnct. The

story of his arrival at Binumarien and the orligin of the community follows,

Deenca's brother (whose name is forgotten) killed a large pig. He
distributed the meat but gave none to Deenoa. When Decnoa saw what was
happening, he was angry. He went to his brother and asked him why he, an
own brother, had been glven none. The brother replled that plenty of
times Deenoca had kitled pigs and given none to him. Deenoa was very
angry. He sald,'Never mind me, but what of my wives and children? Every-
one else is eating pig and they must go to bed without It. That is a

very bad thing.!'But the brother was unmoved.

Deenca took his wives and children and walked and walked until they

came to Fofondal. He left them there and told them he would be back that
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nlight. Then he carried bundles of tall grass ond put It in piles under

trecs along the path, and returncd to Sasaida.

The men were all asleep in the men's house. He crept inside and
found hls brother. There he shot him as he lay, twice. Then he ran from
“the confusion In the dark as his dylno brother cried out. He ran along
the road carrying a lenath of bamboo with burnina grass inside. When
he came to the flrst plle of arass he had left In the path he lit it
and ran on. Then to the next pile, he 1t It and ran on. And so he ran
untll he came to the place where his wives and children waited for.hlm

and there they lived.

Although Dcenoa Is Identified by this story as the founding father
of the community, his name Is not used to identlfy or define elther the
community as a whole or any component of It. In fact, his name Is not
even Included in the genealogles of those who trace a speciflc connection

to him unless onc is very Insistent about maximal remembered depth.

The elements are here. A descent ldentlty for the community could be
constructed but it Is not. Most likely this Is a conscquence of the
character of Intercommunity relatlons. Sahlins'generalization about the
Yeonnection between the development of lineality In the intercommunity
sphere and (ts slignificance within political segments" (1965:105), suggests
the following prediction. Given the absence of lincal models for external
relations In Binumarien, It Is probable that linecal models will not be

stgnificant for Internal organization elther,
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OTHER SOCIAL UNITS
Oosana

OQuite early In the field period it was explained to me that sons
Inhe(lted lond from their fathers but daughters did not because they
would marry and live with a man from another oosana. However, a man
ﬁay arrange to clalm rights In his wife's brothers'land through a simple
ritual which includes the presentatlon of a pig; and If he does so, he

then can transmit those rights to those who inherit from him,

Thls sounded llike conventional patrilineal inheritance and 1 assumed
that 1t Implled patrilineally structured land-holding units. At the
time | still assumed that Binumarien was typlcally patrilineal, even If

those | talked to were strangely retlcent about group membership and

group boundaries.

Later on,however,| was told how a boy recelved the explanation and

description of his tand rights from hls mother's brother as a part of

his Initiation. This seemed to me in clear contradictlon to carller ex-

planations about the patrllineal lnheritance of rights Tn land. But the
contradlction was not in the explanations, it was ln my Inferences. |
took the wrong lesson from the first account. tnstead of emphasizing that
“land rights tend to be held by men - the point Intended - 1 had focused

on the father-son transfer and inappropriately assumed |t was exclusive

instead of exemplary.

Consider another serles of apparent contradlictions. The term oosana

-

has many meanings. When people are of one oosana (literally 'source,' base)
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they may be of the same age, or the same generation, or the same ‘'patri-
local extended family' (because one meaning of ocosana is the family unit
of the government census records), or the same 'kin agaregate.' This is
the only term | could find in Binumarien that comes ctose to 'kin group.'
Yo understand its meaning in the sense listed last above, a series of
seven Blnumarien assertions about cosana membership which exclude ‘'age!

or 'generation' usages are listed In Fig. 3.6,

! begin with presentation of this table to provide a data base for
the discussion of the nature of this construct: oosana. Certain analogies
may be drawn with ‘family' or ‘relatives' In American usage, although they
are In no sense equivalent to cosana. Like the term cosana, these American
labels signify constructs which are flexible in extent, e.a., they can
Include many sorts of cousins or none at all; but these levels of differ~
entlal Inclusion are not clearly defined, llke the levels of segmentation
described, for example, by Evans-Pritchard for Nuer lineages (1940). And
they are also alternatively partitionable, e.g., they may inciude or exclude
certaln in-laws and collaterals, and each of the subsets produced by par-

titloning may also be ‘families' or ‘relatlves.’

,Ana, like these American constructs, soclal context of use dées not
provide a clear specification of the range of reference. !t is not the
case in Blnumarien that alternative ocosana groupi;gs are associated with
distinctions of context, as different 'structural poses' (Gearing 1958)
for different activitles, The chapter.whléh follows this one examines
the organization of certain activities. That chapter shows that the .
elements which remaln conststent in all these assoctations about

oosana compositions are significantly assoctated with cooperation In
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Figure 3.6

Assertions about oosana comooslition?

l. On occasion, e.g., In discussion of a large feast which should just
precede clearing tush for new gardens In Auqust, Binumarien was
described as composed of the ocosana of 41 and the ocosana of 26.

{l. In apparent contrast to this, sometimes, e.a., In a dispute about
the fate of cash pocled to begin a savings fund for a village car,
the oosana of 30 was distirquished from that of 4}, both of these
from the oosana of 21, and all three of those from the oosana of 7.

(This is not exhaustive.)

P11, This divislon was further elaborated on occasion, e.q., in a dls-
cussion of land ownership, by listing all cosana hesds which in-
cluded three of the four men mentioned In T1, and some other
Individuals as well,

IV. In apparent contrast to assertlions Il and |1l above, the members
of 4i's cosana were, e.g., in a discussion of the payment made to
a man's in-laws at the puberty observances of his child, enumerated
In lists which included some of the men otherwise reported to be
oosana heads,

V. After innumerable frustratingly abortive attempts to get people to
sort photoaraphs of Individuals into meaningful sets not defined
by age {which was always the first mode of cateqorization), two
young men (38 and 37) provided, and repeated, a sorting into four
oosana, The composition of these differs from that suggested by
the preceding assertions.,

Vi. Contrastlng with V above, all the adult men of the communlity were
occaslonelly, e.q., in a discussion of land rights, grouped Into flve
oosana which differ In composition from the preceding exhaustive

Hlvisuon.

Vil. In contrast to the specific assignments of assertlon V and VI, 10 was,
In occasicnal conversations both with and about hlm, assigned to the

ooszna of 41,

VIi1.Summing all these assertions in search of conslstent elements (read
the table on the followlng paae down, Instead of across), the adult
men who are consistently grouped tocaether, l.e., who are never placed
In different ocosara In a sinagle assertion, form seven sets,

* these elght descriptions refer to the arrangements shown on the
following page
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productlon activitlies, But the flexibillity of oosana aggregates indicated
by the data presented here suogests that oosana allgnment may not be a
qood predlictor of who cooperates with whom, Chapter four, which follows,

will conflirm that.

To demonstrate the flexible, in fact ambiguous, reference of the
label oosana, the series of speclf{c assertions about oosana alignments
are listed in Fig.3.6. This list raises two points, First, each of the
asSertloﬁs is "truet In the sense that it was reaffirmed and not simply

a matter of error, misinformation, or practical jokes on the ethnogéapher.
And second, the set of assertlons does have an Internal consistency.
Oosana in the sense of aggregates of kinsmen are not ''clearly differen-
tiated, isolable, discrete kin groups, which never overlap with others
of their kind" (Murdock 1949:60-61), The size, extent, and boundaries of
an ooséna are not fixed, The set of kin which Is counted as an oosana may
be divided, and in more than one way into sub-sets which are also ocosana.
And yet there Is a tendency toward soclo-centric standardizations so that
they lack the usual ego-centric characteristic of kindreds which vary

In membership depending on the focal ego. These sets are not so much

overlapping as nested.

With the excebtlon of three men, all the assertions of internal
organfzatlon reflect a consistent dual division which is indicated by
the line down the center of the list. Within this basic dual division
there are several subdivisions. Each of these subdivisions Is an alter~
native way of dividing up the same multidimensional socfal space. These

alternatives are all based on seven consistent grouplings, four of
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which are father-son sets, three of which are more extensive clusters,
These are listed and labeled with letters In the table. (Four more
clusters might be extracted: one consisting of 5 only, one conslsting
of 93 and 2, one conslstling of 22 and 29, and one consisting of 20 and
k., But since these appear in only onc of the organizational assertions,

they are disreocarded for the followina discussion.)

These clusters are grouped together in ways which are not simply
a functlion of genealoglcal distance but some morc complex measure of
soclal space, adding residence to genealogy and perhaps features of
soclabillty like friendship and compatibllity. For 41's side, the
combinations are unamblguous, Reading from the bottom up: first C Is
grouped with D assertion VI (this matches the composition of the
smallest hamlet Magaanoona), contrasting with A and with B. Then B
Is added to € and D assertlon V (41 Is married to the mother of 8},
This is an intcresting order of accretion since 41 and 21 are big-men
In the communlty one might expect = glven recelved notlons of competi-
tive blg men - that they would first each bid for the affiliation of A,
But In Blnumarien big men do not compete for followlngs. Then finally

A Is added to B, C, and D-assertlions IV and 1!.

‘On 26's slde the comblnations show alternative ordering: elther E
with G contrasting with F assertion VI (this conforms scmewhat to re-
sidentlal distribution since most of the members of E and all the members
of G llve In the largest hamlet Ubandena), or alternatively with F
assertion V {(most of whose members llve In the middle hamlet Onikuradu-
rana) céntrastlng with 6. (The amblquity of 1l's afflilation may come

from the fact that he s consangulneally connected to G - agnatlcally,
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as It happens, he Is 3's patrilateral parallel cousin and was the foster
father of 39. But all the members of 6 live In Ubandena, while 11's
netghbors In Onikuradurana are the members of F. and 40 is married

to 11's adopted daughter.) The alternatives depend on the assignment

of F. This amblguity may te partly due to the fact that 1 came to
Binumarien with his father fro& Sasaida, one of the communitles, now
extinct, which was linguistically ldentified with Binumarten, 1's mother
was from Binumarien. 26 is his mother's brother's son. But when 1's
father died, hls mother married out of Binumarien again. Nevertheless,
the genealogical connection between 26 and 3 is more distant, Some
connection is assumed between 26's father's father and 3's father's

father's father = thelr ancestors were classificatory brothers,

The exception to a consistently drawn dual division are 2h, 16,
and 10, each of whom appears alternately on the side of 41 and then 26,
The ambiguity of 10's affiliation results from the fact that his father
was 3's father's sister's son and the brother of 72 (22's wife) and so
also the brother of 29's mother. When 10's father died, 53, his mother.
married 41. Through his father, 10 traces closest kinship to the members

of 26's side. Through his step-father, 41, he traces closest kinshlp

to A41's side.

As for 16, through his deceased father he claims a putative but un-
traceable connection to 41, 16 married 61, the daughter of 5!,_who Is now
married to 26, 26 1s 16's mother's aothér's sister's husband., (ln addition
to thls, 16 was orlginally adopted as an infant from Pundlbasa; This is
the place to which 26 has close ties.) The fathers of both of these men

died when 10 and 16 were still boys and this probably contributes to their
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overlapping affiliations.
The ambiguous assignment of 24 has a different source, He and his

wife 49 moved to Binumarlien as adults. They came from Omama; llke Sasaida

this community was a linquistic congener of Binumarien and is now extinct.

-2h's father's sister was the mother of 21; 24's mother married the father

of 22. Since 24 lacks more extensive ties, these specific connections,
in addition to common ancestral place affilliation with several other

Individuals, tle 24 widely to Binumarien but not tightly to anyone.

.

Neither at the highest nor the lowest level are these oosana groupings
all ordered by common descent. At the lowest level, the smallest sets

are exogamous as Incest restrictions require. Above that, more inclusive

oosana are not., If only sisters and daughters are considered, and no

‘women of greater genealogical distance, a directed graph which repre~

sents the movement of such women in marriages among the lowest level
groups can be constructed. All the marriages which define this set occurred

before ! arrived. Such a graph is shown In Fig.3.7. There are three

points to be made about this digraph.

l; There are no symmetrical connections between any pair of polnts
in the graph. This means that although the direct exchange of
women is a common and positively valued marriage pattern (see
following), the direct exchange of full sisters never has occurred
in this set. (There are some examples of literal sister exchange

In the genealogies but they are rare.)

2. Of the seven points representing the consistent lowest level

groupings, all but one of them (F)'have both glven women and
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Flgure 3.7 - Hovement of Women Among Lowest QOosana Sets
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received them from others in this set. F consists of 1 and hils
three sons; 1 has no daughters and no sisters so it is Jack of
'resourées' and not necessarily anything else which makes F
exceptional In this way. In other words the graph Is connected =
each of these grouplngs is related 'in-lan' to some of the.others,

The heavy emphasis on community endogamy Is clear.

Subgraphs constructed for each side of the dual division which
groups A, B, C, and D in contrast to £, F, and G are connected,
t.e., all the lowest level divisions give women or receive them
from others on the same slde = the sides are not exogamous. How-
ever, there are no cycles, i.e., no series of arrows can be
traversed so that leavlpg a point it Is possible to return to
that point. This means that within each half, women move in one
direction = some polnts only give women (transmitters) and some
only recelve them (receivers), But when the two sides are con=
slidered together the 1lteral 'clrcuiation‘ of women is evident
even In this restricted set. Each point except F both g}ves
women to and recelves them from other polnts in the graph., Thus,
while there Is no direct exchange of woﬁen among the groupings
represented bf the points in this figure, the éxchange of women

between the two sides, the largest groupinas, Is direct.
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RELATIONS AMONG [INDI!VIDUALS: PARENTHOOD AND MARRYAGE

Bllaterallty

tn addition to 'moodaa ocosana! (one cosana), moodaa fidika - literally,
one blood - Is used for very close consancuines, On several occaslfons it
was explained to me that this phrase meant 'having at least one parent
(of elither sex) In common,* but the few times | heard it used in con-
versation, the relationship 1t referred to was more distant. It may be
that in these cases the phrase was used as hyperbole but It seems more
likely that In ordinary use It means 'close and clearly traceable con=

sanguine.®’

A genera! CHNG pattern is exempllifled by Watson's description of
Yalrora. "The sibs of Talrora phratry are named, and thelr members
claim descent through male progen]tbrs to a common ancestor, usualiy
male, or more often a group of ancestors who Yived in a certaln place"
([1967] 1971:230). In Binumarien there Is no special label for agnatic
kin and there ls not even a phrase to Indlcate such relatives. This Is
In clear eontrast to other CHNG groups, even cognatic soctetles like
the Hull (Glasse 1968), who lInguistically mark agnatic connections.
Not only is there no speclal label or even unlabeled construct, but
where there are multiple paths of connection between two kinsmen, and
this Is commonly the case In Binumarien, one path becomes the con-
ventlonal referent, the conventional tracing between the two, and there -

s no preference for connections through men.

The netéphor for conception end gestatlon is a common Highland one:
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‘A woman !s the string bag which carrles the child planted by the man.®
It suggests that connections between mothers and their children are
different from and less substantlal than connection between fathers
and their children, but in my experience this distinction was never

used to evaluate genealogical links.

Physioloalcal Parenthood and Adoption

1t is usually assumed that the father of a child is the man married
to Its mother. But the Blnumarien are aware of the role of -physiologlcal
paternlty In conception and the possible mismatch between [t and soclal
paternity. It seems to be the belief (altthough my data on this are
limited to a single male Informant) that several acts of sexual inter-
course are required to bulld up a c¢hild, and since 1t is assumed that
the man having regular sexual relations with a woman Is her husband,

even a few known extramarital encounters do not affect the assignment

of physliologlcal paternity.

The tie consequent to physiological connectlions between parents and
children Is recognized as having special strength. in two cases where
children were adopted while very young, they.do not even use classifi-
catory éarent terms for thelr physiologlcal parents but use the cross
relative = classificatory aunt and uncle terms instead. Most, perhaps
all other adults and many children In the community know of the actual
connections but they say that the adopted ones, even though now adults,
do not know thelr 'real’ parents. | was told that thls knowledge had
been kept from theﬁ because the adopting parents have put so much time

and energy into raising the chlldren and if the latter discovered the
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truth they would abandon the parents they know and return to their
‘real' parents and the work of those who raised them would not be re-
turned in the care and attention that adult children owe their old

parents,

Both the security of the secret and the predicted results of its
revelation are difficult to credit fully. The security of the secret
seems doubtful since 'everyone else' knows (even 1 !)., And the pre-
dicted results might be questioned since on several occasions | have
heard some one declare in anger that he is 'disowning' a certain kins-
man because of some action that relative had taken or had failed to
take, Usually this follows percelved breaches of theethic of sharing

and it has no lasting Impllications.

in addition to the suggestion in such arguments that ties based on
physiological connections have a special power, there was an event
during my stay which underlined the local Importance attached to these
links. A teen-age girl got into a row with her mother's male first
cousin's step daughter., The latter Is an adult who had been widowed
and divorced and who had an adopted son of about 8 years old. The
difficulty began when the boy was distressed by some d?scipllnary action
performed on him by the teen-age glrl - his classificatory mother. His
‘number one mother' (a Neo-Melanesian conventibn sometimes used iIn
Binumarlen, although és in this case, not necessarily to mean ‘real’
In the physlologtcal sense) sided with the boy. There was quite a flght
both verbal insult and physical blows flew. The older woman included in
her attack the following taunt: the man that the glrl thought was her

father wasn't her real father at all. The girl was disturbed, She went
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to the man she had just learned was her real father and asked him if it
was so. Caught completely by surprise he denled it. Then she went‘to

an older man, a wise man, a big-man of the community. He told her that
the man she had confronted was her real father (and the woman who had
opened the secret was lectured and later directed by a public court to

pay an indemnity to the girl for disturbing relationships Important to her).

Her 'real father' was her mother's first husband, although the two
had been divorced before the birth of the glrl. She determined to leave
the house of her mother and the man who had raised her and move - {nto
the house of her newly discovered father and his wife and children,

The man who had ralsed her was very much upset. He loved the glrl and
had been her father since she was born. The stress of the business was
asgreat for him as it was for the girl. In a few days things were
calmer and eventually = a few months later = the girl's marrlage was

arranged = both fathers having 2 hand in {t.

All thls suggests that the tie consequent to physlological connections
ls of notable importance, importance which Is dramatized by hiding it
under a classificatory cross term in some cases of adoptlon. The sort
of adoption Indicated by the terminological conspiracy Is not the only
way in which responsibility for children can be shffted, although It is
the most radical and permanent sort of shift. There are also several cases
in which adults who elther produced no children or whose children died
took over the care and responsibility of a chi]d born to a close kinsman.
Or a widow or widower, unable or disinclined to care for a child, glves
up the child to a kinsman. Often the child has full knowledge of the

transactlon, Sometimes the arrangement ls that care and responsibility
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are shared out by severs! relatives, sometimes a single pair, with the

‘real' parent or parents re-involved when the chlld Is of age to marry.

So far as | am aware there are no speclal terms to distinquish these
different sorts of adcptlion or fosterage. And the only ritual marker !
know of is that In the most complete sort of adoption the new father
kills 3 pig and presents It to the 'real® parents as a part of the

transaction.

Incest ' .

There Is a match here between Incest prohlbltions and exogamy. The
connection between the two Is emphasized by the rule which says that a
man should marry his classificatory brother's widow unless he has eaten
plg that was hers. In that case he has treated her as a sister, he must

nelither court nor marry her.

The exogamle prescription Is described and explained locally most
often as Incest avoldance, And the Incest prohibition = which Is extended
even to second couslns regardless of the sex of any linking kinsmen -

Is phrased less ss a tabco thon as an observatlon on sexual excltability,

As they put it, 'one’s skin does not get up.'

In keepina with this, there are no avoldances between opposite sex
stblings (or parents and children); they may see each other naked and

sleep alone together In the same house. In fact, they found my questioning

about such things qulte silly,

But this is not as tidy as It sounds. Marriages between kinsmen who

A
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are second cousins or closer should be ruled out - or fall to occur -
because such kinsmen do not sexually attract each other. But I was also
told that occasionally two young people who had not studied thelr
genealogies and didn't know of their close connection became sexually
interested in each other and It was the task of their elders to quash
the {mproper tlaison, In other.words, incest doesn't occur because it
wouldn't be fun and nobtody wants to, except sometimes when we have

to stop them. Like most local explanations for incest avoidance, the

Binumarien one Is only partly an explanation.

The Binumarlen fit Fox's (1967) prediction that a people's attltude
toward Incest Is probably consistent with thelr attitudes toward sex
In general. Sexual abstinence was required in the old days for fightling
men. (And this has a quasi-contemporary cocrelate. An old man who had
worked in the gold flields at Wau several years ago told me that he was
painfully kicked in the ankle during a soccer game arranged for the
workers. He attributed the Injury to some sex play the previous night
with a woman he was seelng then., He knew the danger and they had not
actually had intercourse, but they had cooe sufficlently close to cause
the Injury. He sald that if they had had interéourse, the kick would
surely at least have broken his leg.) But unlike the Highland stereotype,
the Blnumarien are not obsessed with ideas of sexual pollution. Gossip
about sexual behavior is rampant. Of course, sex and marriage are firmly
tinked, but extramarital and premarital -sex occurs. Joking about sex
and sexual Insults are common and the attitude toward Incest seems’ just

as easy golng. (1 did not, however, hear any joking about homosexual

actlvities,)
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However, the attitude toward restrictions on sexual behavior among
in-laws is another matter. Two cases of parent-£hild-in-taw offenses
cane to my atFentIon. One of them involved a man in a neighboring
village who was widowed and 1iving with his widowed daughter=in=1law,
That arrangement in Itself was unexceptionable. But after a time the
wonan made sexual advances towa}d.her father=in-law, explainl&g that
they were living as husband and wife in all other respects, and she
had a great desire for him, He was horrifled and there was a public
ocutcry, and then a public court. Although the woman did not g!vg up

her Intentlons easlily and at first refused to show shame for her actlon,

she finally bowed to public pressure.

The second case Involved a Binumarien woman (52) who had divorced
ker Binumarien husband snd married a Pundibasa man. That marriage ended
ia scandal and she returned to Binumarlen when the Pundibasa man began
to carry on a‘sexua! relationship with his daughter-in-law. Aside from
offenses agalinst the restrictions among in-laws, one other example of

sexual behavior was considered revolting. This was a story about an old

men raplng a prepubescent glirl and causing her death.

Except for such rare cases most heterosexual behavior Is a matter
for public discussion and amusement, but this does not mean that there
s no sexual jealousy in Binumarien. On almost any week some sort of
commot lon growing out of sexual Jealousy entertains th§ community. [t
may be a fight between spouses or between co-wives. Such fights are
comon and perhaps the latter are exacerbated by the residence patterns

which followed on the destruction of the men's houses with the return

from exile In the Markham Valley years aco. Now, rather than men living
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separately and each wife having a housc, men live with their wives in

the same house.

Community Endogamy

There is a strong tendéncy toward community endogamy in the actual
pattern of marriages (see Flg. 2.3 chapter 2), and it is the stated
preference of the people. Durlng my stay, a few young girls Just
past puberty left Binumarien together to find husbands among either
the men working on one of the plantations In the area or those in the
work force of the government project just underway at Yonkl. Vhen thelr
dlﬁappearance vas discovered, one of the Komitis (there are three of
these positions In Binumarien set up by the government as sort of
policemen under the village councilor) went after them., They were
roundly cuffed, draased home, and a court was held. (These courts are
described in chapter five.) Here the outrage was not only that young
women - a most Important local asset - might have been lost without
proper payment to the community, but that 1f something were not done
quickly, these girls might marry out of Binumarien. Their senior close

kinsmen were entreated to give special attention to arranging matches

as soon as possible.

Some Indication that this pressure for community endogamy Is not
a recent development comes from a story told about the beginninas of a
fight between Binumarlen and Omama. This was one of the other communities
in which people spoke the same lanquage as Binumarien. It was located
Just to the northeast before Its people were beaten and scattered by -

their enemies. The story goes as follows., Some of the unmarrled alrls
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of Binumarien had had occasion to meet some of the unmarried boys of
Omama. One day they planned secretly to have a party somewhere In the
bush. The Binumarien girls took some food, and, without attracting
attention, set off for the meeting plaée. However, one unfortunate girl
had a younager sister who was determined to join the older girls. When
they tried to put her off she only followed at a dlstance - near enough
to keep track of them but far enough that they did not see her., The
boys and glirls met and the festivities began, When the younger girl
came upon the scene, she saw not only party trapplngs and the boys of
Omama but also assorted couplings that suggested trouble. She turned
and ran back to Binumarien and told her tale. When the older men heard,
they were at once upset'and amused and they called the Binumarien un=
married boys together and told them that ‘someone was poaching thelr

game', The Binumarlen men and boys set off at once to halt the party.

Vhen they came upon the scene the boys of Omama were taken =~ in the

I class;c manner = by utter surprise. They fled In total disarray, without
thelr weapons and'without their party finery. The wayward glrls were
herded home and soon promised to the homeboys. However, the boys of
omama cried of their dishonor to thelr elders, who. sent word that all
would be forgotten if the Binumarlen would return the items lost. Since

the Binumarien saw no justice in that, old enmities were dusted off and

the fighting began again.

It must be emphasized ;hat when 1 was told this story the outrage
to the young Binumarien bo;s was not that thelr ‘sisters’were being
taken without recompense, but clearly that thelr potential wives were
befng taken from them. The metaphor of game animal for sexual partner

1s a common one in Binumarien. (The same metaphor Is used for enemy
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groups that are eaten: sex and food.)
There Is a positive value on marriage within the community and a

tendency toward it. There is also a positive value on kin ties with

nelghboring places. The latter follow from marriages with individuals

from these places and create avenues of assistance and sharing between

communities, safe passage and shelter in 'enemy country.' Both in-
marrlage and out-marriage are quite proper but in both cases marriage
tends to be between Fndlvlduals who are, at least In some distant way,
previously connected, Since women move at marriage, this 'previous’
connection' means that a woman married in from another place (with the
two rare and recent exceptions of wlves brought back from the coast) has
not only ‘in-laws' In her new home but some consanguines as well. Con-
ventionally these classificatory kinsmen of the bride are reclassified
as In-laws by the groom, although before his marriage they were his
consanguines too. These 'brothers' of the bride are not post hoc or
1fictive' (cf. Langness 1969 on the Nupasafa). It is thelr connection
to the lﬁ;married women and her closer kinsmen that allows the marriage
to be arranged in the first place. In Binumarien, marriage is usually
by the direct exchange of women and women are not exchanged between
total strangers. On the other hand women are not exchanged between very
close kinsmen. If kinsmen are closely connected to each other, then they
are usually mutually connected to the prospective brides and the incest

proscription is In play. Besides, one cannot exchange women with another

who ‘has! the very same women.
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Marriage by Exchange

“The two most important features of marriage patterns here are
1) the direct exchange of women, and 2) the independence of each set
.of exchanaes., The latter means that the parties to the exchange are not
corporate groups which incur lastjng obligatlons. Each exchange is
complete tn itself, and not a part of a continuing relationship between
Intermarrylng moteties or 1lneages or contlnudus discrete kin groups of

any sort.

-

The direct exchange of women is never a matter simply between two
‘brothers exchanging sisters or between two fathers exchangina daughters,
Many other kinsmen are always involved, But these kinsmen neither form
‘nor represent a corporate group which continues to exist beyond the one
transaction. By 'corporate groups' | mean "groups that exist {ndependently
of the Individuals composinag them., They exist ‘in perpetuitys' indlvidual
.members come and go, but the group goes on. Corporateness also imptles
that they act as a body ..." {(Fox 1967:163). Instead those tnvolved in
'the exchange on each side participate ad hoc and through their individual
connections to the primary participants. In fact, oécas!onally someone
may ?artlcipate on both ;Ides of the exchangé at once, Contributing items
to the set given by the groom's kin and at the same time contributing to

the things given by the bride’skin.

‘This pattern ls an exception to Murdock's {1949) appralsal of the
disadvantaces of 'the kindred.’ He notes that the absence of unilineal
. .exogamous divislons creates a difficulty for the Tenlno. In marriages

there 1s no unamblguous way to assign the people related to the bride
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and to the groom to one side or the other. And yet, "they cannot play
two contradictory roles at once.®

These problems are settled only after protracted discussions

amonq the parties concerned and persons in authorlity and they

not Infrequently generate Jealousy, friction, and injured

feelings (1948:62),
The Binumarien system manages this situation without such serious diffi-
culty., It does not define bride's contributing kinsman and groom's
contributing kinsman as necessarily ‘contradlictory roles,!' Those who
are not closely connected to elther of the marrying pair may contribute
to each side. This Is not to say that marrlage arrangements are simple -

and always satlsfactory to all. But in Binumarien stress usually foillows

Insufficient participation not an excess of it.

The two main features of marriage patterns, direct exchange and the
Independence of each transaction, can be Illustrated only anecdotally,
1 did not ask the questlions which now seem so obvious {e.q., ¥ho was
;xchahged for this woman? What was her relationship to the groom? ¥hom
did she marry? etc.),and two things prevent a direct extrapotation of this
Information from the record of unions. The data which would indicate which
marrlages are a part of the same ;ransactlon are mlsslng;‘and some
marriages which were contracted as part of an exchange-represented by

unlons in this set are not recorded here (those.that were terminated

quickly without issue, those Involving individuals who moved away, etc.).

During the year ! was in Binumarlen there were three weddings held
and one betrothal which was contracted and then cancelled during my stay.
This set of events not only illustrates the direct exchange of women both

as a locally valued pattern .and as an observable state of affairs, but It
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also shows the complications which prevent working back from a record of

marriages and genealogies to sets of exchanges.

Since these were first marriages, none of the new spouses appears in
the set of adults who form the basis of much of this study. Since they
‘were not and never had been married when the research began, they were
not at that time locally counted as adults (although one of the young men
was conslidered past the age when he should have married, and the fact
that he was quite content to put off adult responsibilities earned him
a local reputation for laziness). The individuals involved will be
assigned letters, A through H, for this discussion. Signlficant genea=~
logical relations are indicated in Fig.3.8, where numbers correspond to

the ldentification number for adults used elsewhere.

A1l four of the matches have some connection to each other and they
show the marriage of kinsmen, But two of them (A = E, C = ) show the
dlrect exchange of very close kin = A's full sister, C's second cousin
or step-sister - while the genealoglcal connectlorns between the men
recefving wives and the tsisters' being exchanged are longer for the
other patr. Two circumstances are of speclal signiflcance. First, each
of the Individuals has siblings (actual full) who are not involved in
this set of excﬁanges. Some of them are already married as part of other
transactions, some of them are still children. But the marriages of these
other sibllngs, both past and future, are part of exchances which are
separate from this set. If these marriages of siblings were added in
and a sort of sum attempted by way of analysis, the pattern of exchanges
would be quite obllterated. There must be occasional marriages which are

not by direct exchange and to add to the confuslon more than sibllnas
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must be considered since the women exchanged need not be and rarely are

actual siblings of the men.

The second matter of Importance is that the betrothal of D and ﬁ
was cancelled without affecting the other marriaqes and it was not re-
placed by another pairing to complete the set. The father of D, U1, had
agreed to the arrangement under pressure, although he had never been
very happy with it. The husband of B's mother 51, 26, Is the oldest man
in the communlty. For some reason he became determined to see his young
step~-son married Immedliately so that he, 26, could see the boy settled
as an adult before he died, His determination was unshakeable, and 41
finally gave in to constant argument, !'m not sure what 41's qualms
Nere{ It may have been that he had‘hls eye on anothsr prospective bride
for his son D, Anyway, after a short time he cancelled the engagement
and made a public speech which was partly to the effect that he need
not take this young girl H for his son even though she was owed, He
would get the wife he wished for D when he wished to get her, because
(and here he held up the arm of his favorite - his step-daughter, the
fuli sister of A and G) he had the wherewithal. fhis, his step-daughter,

was the pay for a wife for his son,

The event Is recorded here to underline the pattern of woman ex-
change, to emphasize the independence of each set of exchanges, and to
11lustrate that one could not successfully reconstruct the exchange
working back from the record of marélagés for at least two rea§ons.
First, it Is not possible to tell from the record of marrlages'alOAe
which unlons are part of the same transaction, The marriages of some
full siblings may be In Independent sets (the usual state of affairs),

while those of more distant kinsmen may be In the same exchange. And
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second, the set of unions which represented the initial arrangements may

very likely not appear fully In a future record.

However, evidence of the original exchange may remain in that 'ex-'
in-laws and 'ex-' in-laws 'to be'! often continue to use In-law terms for
-each other. Years later a woman who has married someone else and even
born children may still be classed as a daughter-in-law by the parents

of a man she was once promised to but never married.

The three marrlages and one betrothal discussed here perpetﬁa;e the
pattern of direct exchange in prevlious marriages between ‘41's side' and
126's side,' the dual oosana division discussed In a preceding section,
Thé figure shows more details of the pattern condensed in the digraph
in Flg.3.7.There are a number of marriages within each of these sldes,
The parties to these marriage transactions are always conglomerates of
Interested kin. The closer the kinsmen to either the bride or the groom,
thé more probable and extenslive the Involvement, But there are no corpo-
rate groups which make the exchanges. Those who are Involved In arranging
a marriage and organizing its ceremonial requirements are an ad hoc group,
involved for that particular set of events but with no tendency to per-
sist as a group beyond it. Those who participate !p the exchange of
goods assocliated with the marriage, a more inclusive set of kinsmen,
likewlse come together for those eQents only., As noted above, it may
hﬁppen here that the same individual is engaged on both sides of the
exchange, both as a kinsman of the bride and of the groom as well, This

must have an implication for the tendency to directly exchange women,

vhere kin groups &zre present, classificatory sisterhood or daughter~

hood may be determined by group membership., So that two groups may
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exchange women on a mode! of sister exchange with the actual connection
between and the number of men getting women and women being gliven a
matter of little interest. The relations of debit and credit between
qroups may fluctuate rather lazily over time, with no strong push toward
immediate or continuous evening of accounts. But with no corporate kin
groups to provide'a fund of women and to share cut a debt that anyone
can pay, the problem of reciprocity must be handled in another way.
Each man must'ﬁork his accounts by participating In the exchange
arcangements of his close kinsmen, And these arrangements must generally

alm to come out even, since a creditor who does not collect now will

have no estate to charge.

KIN CLASSIF{CATION

The Elements: What Counts as Parenthood and Marrieqe

Atkins (197hc) has pointed out a distinction between the 'micro-
~’struct§re' and the 'macrostructure' of kinship calculation. Microstructure
has to do with the internal structure of the things conventionally labeled
parenthood and marriage, the two relations which are the primitives = the
basic elements - of kinship. That is,what are the sorts of relations that
are ;o count as examples of parenthood, what kinds of relations count as
spouse links? Macrostructure has to do with the ways in which parent-child
relatlions and marriage relations are combined tnto ethnographically (or
ethnologically) significant strings, e.g., into sets of classes which are

labeled to produce a kin terminology.

.

The microstructure of kin calculation in Binumarien has been dis-

cussed above. In sum, the bundle of things which count as pargnthood In
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Binumarlen are patterned on physiological parenthood but include substi-
tutes for It: adoption, fosterage, 'step' parenthood. All these things
should set up equivalent domestic relations between adults and.children,
and they are all kinds of parent-child relations here. There are some
additions. Yhen a child has grown to adulthood and set up housekeeping
on his own It may happen that one of his parents remarries. If this
happens in Binumarien the new spouse of a parent may be classed as a
parent as well, even though there s no ‘domestic relation' equivalent
to that set up by physiological parent-child tles. Just as in American
kinship 'replacements count.] In fact, the parental relation in Rinu-
marien Is very llke the microstructure of the parental relatlon In
America as | know It, although the legal trappings are lacking and

there 1s more flexibillty In the number of parents one may have.

The microstructure of marriage, however, is not 11ke that of
Amerlcan marrliage. Several things count as marriage in Binumarien. There
Is the fullfledged exchange transaction wlth all tts elaboration, which
Is the usual pattern of first morriage, But after that, although the
exchange of goods between new in-laws Is usual, as ls an exchange of
goods between a woman's second (or third, etc.) husband and her in=laws
through the marriage Just preceding, two 'consenting adults' become full
spouses just by acting 1lke lé. in addition, spouse links as a matter of
kin calculation are not necessarlly dissolved In Binumarien by the
dissolution of the union. 'Ex' In-laws may continue to class each other
as 'In-laws,.' And not only does marriage cast a shadow well after Its
passing, {t also casts one before. A betrothal, even If It does ﬁot
culminate In a domestic set-up may be counted as a marriage so that

tln~law' relations are calculated in terms of it. However, these last



131

two patterns are not obligatory. In some cases divorced spouses reclassify
each other as consanguines, as do kinsmen who were calculated as in-laws
through their marriage. This, then, is the microstructure of Blnumarien

kin calculation. Now we turn to the macrostructure of the kin terminology.

Kinship Nomenclature: The Categories

The kin terms are shown In Fig, 3.9, with loose English alosses, more
or less traditional definltions which may also be read as approximate
glosses of the rigorous Graflik definitions, and finally definitions Jn.
Gr;ftk, a notation Invented by Atkins (197k4a, 1974b, 1974c). This is a
classificatory system. In theory, the collateral distance between traceable
kin may be very large, although the heavy genealogical Involution as shown
for example in Fig. 3.8 makes that unlikely. Clearly, all the individuals
who might be traced by the genealogical paths defined here - which might
include a large segment of the hemisphere at least - are not counted as
kinsmen. This Is the conventlional boundary problem, famlillar in English
with cousins. The definitions are to be understood llike thls: lf someone
is counted as a kinsman, and if the basis of the kinshlp is a path with

the given shape, then the term used will be the one so defined,

The matrix (Fig. 3.13) shows the kin term ass!ghments that all adult
men make for each other. Here the rows and columns are defined by the
Identifying number of the men and the entries in the cells indicate the
kin classification corresponding with the Fig. 3.9. These assignments were
eliclited by showing the man identified by the row number a photograph of

thé man ldentified by the column number and asking 'Maa fasiqafa ani

nagira fee' (literally - this man you what say?), f.e., 'what relationship
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Flgure 3.9 = Kinship terms and definitions

Term English Gloss Definition (approx. gloss of Grafik) Grafik Definition#
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Term

7.
8.
9a.
‘ 9b,
10,

11,

qinaakufa

qinaufa

qimaamufa

qlnalqgl

qisaifeqafa

qifaganafa

dafquafa

qlimaaqifa

English Gloss

Yelassificatory

grandfather'

‘classificatory
uncie’

‘classificatory
aunt!

‘classificatory
grandchiid!'

‘classiflcatory
great grand-
kinsman'

‘classiflcatory
great great
grandkinsman’

'sibling=i{n-1aw!

'sibling=-in=1aw’

Figure 3.9 (continued)
Definftion (approx. gloss of Graflk)

any male who s (the spouse of)##
a second ascending generation
consanguine of ego

any male who 1s (the spouse of}*#
a first ascending generation col-~
lateral cross-consanguine of ego

any female who is (the spouse of )t#
a flrst ascending generation col~
lateral cross-consanguine of ego

any second descending generation
consanguine of (a spouse of)*%
ego ,

anyone who Is (the spouse of)#%* g
third ascendina generation kinsman
of ego and reclprocally

anyone who Is (the spouse of)#* a
fourth ascending generation
kinsman of ego and reciprocally

any male spouse of a same gener=
ation collateral consanguine of
ego and reciprocally

any female spouse of a same gener=
ation collateral consanguine of
ego and reciprocally

Grafik Definition*

Y/

¥4

4

7

2/

MY Gept
" F

T G,
Me  gipt
My qipt
M gt
Mt agrpn
MY gepn

P2

o P1
-

P2

P

/e

le

3

/e

/e

/e

/e

/e

19|



Term

12, qinaaku
13. qalraamaku
15. daraaqi
16, qlsookifa
17. akaqapasaa
17a. qlkaqa
17b. qlpasaa*a

18, daunanaafa

English Gloss

‘parent=/
daughter=in-law'

‘parent=/
son={in=1aw'

tco-parent=
in~law'

'oppos i te~sex
classificatory
sibling'

‘elassificatory
brother, man
speaking'

lelassificatory
younger brother!

‘classiflcatory
older brother!

'classificatory
sister, woman
speaking'

Figure 3.9 (continued) '

Definition (approx. gloss of Grafik) Grafik Definition*

any female spohse of a first : | -
descending generation consanguine Y o Mg 9GP
of ego and reciprocally 0

any male spouse of a first 3 a1 e
descending generation consanguine / 0'1 ™M QP
of ego and reciprocally

any parent of the spouse of a
child of ego, reciprocal [rare]

yP M

any opposite sex same generation
collateral consanguine of ego 3/ sl gnpn
: "

any male who i{s a same generation
collateral consanguine of a male , ¥
ego, reciprocal [used for distant kin}

-9

crsﬁén

a male later born same generation o
collateral consanguine of an V4 d" /e.qh P“/_'p

earlier born ego

a male earlier born same gener- 3 -
ation collateral consanguine of / % ' pq P -
a later born ego :

a female same generation col- _
lateral consangulne of a female Y o

éanan
ego ) o

/e
/e

/e

‘/&

o /e

1



Flgure 3.9 (continued)

Term - English Gloss pefinition (approx. gloss of Grafik) Grafik Definition#

18a. dauna ‘classificatory a female later born same gener- ' 4
" younger sister' ation collateral consanguine of Y o ﬂg“ PP e /e
' an earlier born ego °
18b, qinasaafa ‘classificatory a female earlier born same . '
older slister' generation collateral consanguine / 0'0 /Q*qn PP - /e
of a later born ego
19, faaql 'husband' any male spouse of a female +/ o M* /e
- €go 1 0
20. qinaaqa 'wi fe! any female spouse of a male '
ego ¥/ 0’0 0 L q'l/e
21, qioonafa ‘elasstficatory any female spouse of (a s?me
co-wi fe! generation consanguine of)** + 3 =t 1 .
a spouse of a female ego / T M QP Mo;/e

# This notation Is used according to the assumptions and conventions outlined In "Grafiks: A Multlpurpose
Kinship Metalanguage' (Atklins 1974c). For a brief explication see Appendix A.

4% pefinitions refer to kinsmen indlcated when the phrase In parentheses Is omitted and when it Is Included,
For example: .
1. qikoofa = any male who s a first ascending generation parallel consanguine of ego
and = eny male who Is the spouse of a first ascending generation parallel consanguine of ego.

aa% Paralle] here means that the immediate link to the generationally junlor terminal kinsman 1s the same sex
as his/her generation mate in the path. The terminal kinsmen (a) are parallel-consanguines while (b) are
cross-consanguines, The parallel condition is met in a logically trivial sense with lineals (the immediate
1ink to the generationally junior terminal kinsman is the same sex as him/herself). They are thus counted

as parallel kinsmen.  (a) = ('3’b}3 (b) = o’\

:111
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1s he to you?!

Zeroes In the matrix Indicate that Instead of responding with a kin-
ship term, the man who was asked responded with some sort of 'negative,®
most often 'moo oosana' (literally - another line or source). As the rare
zeroes In the matrix show, most Binumarien classify each other as kinsmen.
One man, 4, is exceptional. Although his wife was born and raised In Binu-
marien, .she had_left some years ago when they marrled, The famlly had just
moved to Binumarien the year before this research and &4 Is still somewhat
an outsider as the high number of negatives glven him shows, |f he Is dis-
counted, only ten men fail to classify every other man as a kinsman. Of
these, seven are young men, and, although this might Indicate change, 1
think tnstead it Is youthful brashness (most especially on the part of 2

and 8),

The specific links In a genealogical path between kinsmen are usually
of little Interest., In fact, connections are learned not by tracing such
paths but by adding a 1ink to the classification used by a parent, e.g.,

'he Is my gikoofa because he is my father's glgasaafa‘ or 'she Is my qisookl
because her father is my mother's qisookifa.' Children, and even young
adults, know few of the specific connectlons between themselves and even
falrl; close kinsmen, and although most of them learn more as they grow
older, genealogical details are simply not significant to most people., This
makes the Eraflk representation - even beyond lts other virtues - particular-

ly felicitous for this case, The unevaluated collateral distance measures,

1 and n, are very likely to remain unevaluated even In specific use.

Personal names are used In address only by spouses, parents for their

chlldren, close age-mates who are not also In-laws, and by the old for the
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young {unless they are in-laws). Otherwlse either a kin term, or, more
often, a form of teknonomy Is used in address, and usually for reference
as well, The particular form is not rigidly fixed. It may be the name
of a chlld, e.g., 'X's mother,' or of a spouse, a grandchild or grand-
parent. Since a new bride cannot polltely be called by name by the in-
laws she lives with, and since she as yet has no children, she may be
addressed as the ‘<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>