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November 18th, 1968,

The District Commissioner,
;nt Sepik District,

PATROL NO, AITAPE 8-67/68

Your reference W.67-1-3 of 8th July, 1968.

I acknowledge with thars receipt of Special Report
by K.R. KELLY, P.0. to Part Aitape West Coast Cemsus Division.

The problem posed by the drift to the Towns of youth
from rural areas with economic potential cannot be solved by
policing ‘vegrancy' laws or by agricultural courses corducted
outside the village emvironment. life in the village must be
made more attractive to the yo school leavers. e means
of achieving entirely in the hands of their

allocating land to children at an early
age and assist: “n clearing and cash crop plenting so trat
the child has a 'stake' in the village even at the completion
of primary school and by other means at their disposal they can
encourage the youth not to wander. If the lad can only see him-
self as ar unpaid servant or drudge in the village he will take
the alternative of freedom, irresponsibility, amenities and
opportunity offered by the Town,

The report === informative and interesting, although
late in submission,

(7.Ww, BLLIS)
Director




ub Distriet Office,

est Sepik District.

th June, 1968.
The District Commissioner,
VANIMO,

est Sepik Yistrict,
ALTAPE EATROL 8/67-68.

nelosed ple find a patrol report covering field
days ent in the Sissano Base Camp areca. isseno has been
unmanned for some tims and Fr., Kelly was instructed to clear up
all outetsnding matters im general as well as the particular
points mentiomed in the Patrol Instructioms.

From your recent adviece re the posting of an extra officer
te the sub distriet I propose to re open Jissano with a peraanent
4f necessnrily patrolling officer.

Land Dispute.

The dispute between - lssero and farapu over land comp-
rising the village of “araru and their only subsistence area is
one that i a continusl source of trouble and hostilities between
the two gROUpPS. It is one that n never be solved. issano
will never accept any deeision from any Court except one that
insiste the Yarapus leave the the other hand the

apu peorle have now P z The populaticn of Sissanc 4
and rapu growing each year and so the
roblem gre W » short of good land
u.timately.

ot only do I request that the t iss
to arbitrste and make a firm, binding and publi decision
but also consideration be givem to the adm L n extending
the proposed Pes Inex ensive Jevelo ment
suggest the purchase of some 4,000 zeres of land
ume and the sud division of this land in the same manner as
proposed for the Fes area, hat is needed 1s ¢ d but
natural ground wtildzationg if the ground is not le t
uch groaps then the adsinistratioen ould make it so avallable.

o this end I should as : immediate decision from
in favour of the i

Land Titles Comm oner & 3 it be
eople the proposals ma ¢ X s apeade cConswlarad .

Londs snd Bridges.

Compleme bewe proposal is the
roed link with it J r. Kelly points out
jevelopment ¢f the w1 an uren such a road.
resented my L8 o istriet Co-ordix
"Adtape (est Comst i [ : gano’ s
n the Sepdk Uintr




inus L e ¥ Rappy jeLt
rea where Lhey are
50 would “descno and ‘wrapu pecple develep dividual forms if

they could gain Ritle over land in the vscinity of their lagoon
Lome.

the Pe
ledge

This csanot be contemplated unless provision is made
to build road from such an ares ko a market outlet. The new
officer at Sisssno will be instructed to work already dome on the

ads.

ative Affai

1t Y wppear t ilthough the Sissano/Varapu
peopls still deéspu the i ove in their relations
vith one another to some F | 1t

n ever increasing problem of men and school
drop outs' leaviug villagn life for some "Utopia of Urban life".
ith this naturally folilews the problem of neglected families
(wives and children) cutlined the letter ro MAREA NOVASIG
:nd young men on leave contracting lisson with a girl for the
iod of the lezve.

are now anttempting to claim maintenance or
other payments from these "fly by might" fathers. I only wish
it was 2 hit ear'~r to (1) obtain a decision and (2) enforce
paymonts than iy now. he children, however, are norsally
well looked after

s to sehool dropeuisj the system of Vocational Schools
was iptroduced to provide agricultural, fishing and business
training as well as low level carpemtry to ‘tandard (v) and (vi)
boyse The aim was to channe i 3 and,

Now (ut Adtape) it has been decided that will net be

bewding school and will ecater for y pupils Thus the
dropouts of station mediesl, polic tssion ataff eto. ave

naured another year or so before drift off with parents:
children from schocls thirty to forty m 3 away, sons of
potential farmers whose upbringing has already a Rural blas
Jeban bias of any child who lives within an

o they are expected
ought a Voeational school
from the towns.

(as ap osed to the

hour of pe/) can
to feénd for Lhemselv
would have to vide f¢ t live N

1\ Council, Ropaty,
r
Jucce

herman
eezert

here is
form Co-operntive
before ( ur

oloty

viability.
and both Maloel
novement towards t
you know
chance of
itapy rres
oeist, ha




Géferal.

The area is well off as regerds Health and fdueation.
Tfhe people don't work very hard and are inclined to talk toe
much. Possibly a higher tax rate might be an incentive to
ineresse conra production.

The Department of Agriculture, Stock and ‘lsheries
have been sctive in the area assisting in the construction of
New Irelamd tyr> copra dmiers. There is a certain amount of
coffes growing in the area,

Building maintenance at Sissemo Post is nearing Completion,

This is # good informative report; my instructicns have
been satisfactorily carried out. Note that the whole area has
already been visited twice since Jemmary, 1968, The nmext patrol
will be the annuel census commencing July 10the

Map, Field Officers Journal and allowance claims
inciunded.

J.H.RONCH.
Asgistant Yistrict Commissioner.

Gopy to, HMr. K.k. Kelly.
dub Yistriet Uffice,
ALZAPE.

VWest Yepik Pistrict.
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District Commissioner.
Distriet Office,
YANITO,

“Yeat Sepik Mstrict.

AITAPE PATROL 8/67-68

AITAPE, i

Sub Diatrict Office,

Yest Sepik Distriet,

26th September, 1968,

K. i Kelly ~ Patrol Officer.

A check of my records indicates I have received no
comments on the above patrol report though Mr, Kelly has

already been paid his camwping allowance.

fiould you forward a copy of your comments plesse.

\

JJH.ROACH .

Assistent District Commissioner,




67-1-2
Sub District Office,
AITAPE,
fest Sepik District.
26th September, 1968,
District Commissioner.
District Ofrfice,
YANINKO,

Vest Sepik District.

AITAPE

AITAPE PATROL 8/67-68 41 € :

Ls R Felliy - Patrol Officex.

A check of my records indicates I have received no
comments on the above patrol report though Mr. 'lelly has
slready been paid his camping allowance.

#ould you forward a copy of your comments please.

J. H.ROAGH,
Assistant District Commissioner.
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The District Commissioner,

est Sepik Pistric

field
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days spent in the
unmanined for some time
all ontetanding matters in general
points mentioned ir the Patrol In
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From your recent advice re the posting f an
to the sub district I propos

&f neces ily patrolling officer.
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Land Uispute.

The dispute between nd Yarapu er land comp=-
rising the village of Yarapu ir only subsistence area is
one that is continual source oi trouble and hestilities betweer
the two gmoups. It is one 1t can never be solved.
will never accept any decisior t one
insists the Yarapus leave the
arapu people have nowhere !
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and rapu and it
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ultimately. i

Not only do I request that the L.T.C. travel
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General.

The area is well off as regards Health and Education.
The people don't work very hard and are inelined to talk too
mush, Possibly a higher tax rate might be an incentive to
increase copra production.

The Department of Agriculture, Steck and Fisheries g,

have been active in the area assisting in ths comstruetion of

i New Ireland type copra deiers. There is a certain amcunt of
coffee growing in the area.

Building maintenance at Sissano Post is nearing Completion.

n :

This is a goed informative report; my instructions have
been satisfactorily carried out. Hote that the whole area has
already been visited twice since Junmnery, 1968. The next patrol
will by the annual census commencing July 10th.

Hap, Field Officers Joarnal and allowance claims
included.

L3

J JE ROACH.
Aseistant Pistriet Commissioner.

Vopy te. Mr. K.R. Kelly.
Sub District Office,
AITAPE. 4

West Sepik District.
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Kap Refevemes j 1 Attacked:




The main object of this short patrol was to operate in, smd
out of, Sismsano Patrol Post, with a view to at ding to outstanding
matters on the Patrcl Post and in the mear vicinity.

The patrol covered only the Sissano - Warapu - Serra group
of villages and did mot at any stage proceed inland. It must be
r bered that ts in this patrol repert will naturally be
restricted to the above mentioned group of villages and will mot apply
to the Aitape WestCoast and Inland Census Division as a whole.

Sisssno Patrol Post, situated om the coast, approximately 30
Air miles West of Aitape, has had no permunent officer -~ in - charge for
more than 15 months. The last station 4 tion was by the
Assistant District Commissioner, Aitape, on 15th February 1968,

The patrol post was established as a "Border” Station as ¥arapu
village is a jumping off and landing place for msny visitors to and
from Weat Iriean. The Warapu's are descendants of a group of people whe
originally came from a village ealled AIAPOU in what was then Dutch
New Guinea. The Sissano Patrol was and still is the centre of the
large Sissano-Varapu population and the posting of police permanently
to this station is, I am sure, ane of the factors in the peaceful co-
existence of two groups of people with entirely differeant baskgrounds
and outlocks om 1ife.

Pplitically the area comes uader the influende of the Sian
Local Government Council and more directly under the Local Member for
the House of Assembly Mr. Brere Awol. This, I feel, is a fair
generalisation although it may be said that the Sissamo people are more
aligred with Mr. <ol than theWarapu or Serra groups.

The people show a high degree of interest im the work of the
Council and usually co-operate well with the Councillers in the villages.

Bgonomically the pevple are stramgled due to the lack of
transport and sommunications to the larger centres that have regular
shipping facilities.

This probleom has been alleviated ian certain vays and proposals
for road links out ol Sissano will further assist in the economic
expansion of the ares.

Further ts on the ic situation will be made the
heading of Agriculture.

Socially the people are fairly well served. There is a Sports

and Welfare Club, with an occasional licence, at Sissano and Womens
Clube atWarapu and S5issano. TheCatholic Mission visits Serra regularly
with the Sisters doing Infant and Maternal %elfare patrolas.

The Warapu end Sissano people are fairly tolerant towards cach
other and the intergrated schooling both by the Administration and the

Mission will no doubt improve matters in the yoars to come,
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There are disputes, scmetimes fiery, ovor land and associated
matters., However these dis utes are occasional and when tl -y are net
able to be settled by arbitration omn the spot, they are referred to
the next patroling officer in the area.

For groups of people who, to say the least, thirty five years
ago were not at all well disposed towards eachother, they oW get on
remarkebly well and I hawve no doubt that the seecial intermingling and
community spirit now being shown to the children in sehools will be
invaluable in forming a tight limit ccamunity im the future.

DIARY:

See Paras to Folios of
Field Officers Journal attached.

QBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTSY
BECEPTION OF PATROL:

The reception of the potrol was, from all sections of the
community friendly. The people of Warapu and Sisseno expressed a desire
for a permanent "Kiap" to be stationed at the Patrol Post.

I told them of the District Commissioners 67-1-15 of 12/2/68
regarding the staff situation and also told them that the area would be
frequeatly visited by patrols.

YILLAGES:

The housing stamdards in the Sissano-¥arapu-Serra groups of
villages are very good. louses are large, well ventilitated, elean and
in many there are a detatehed kitchen.

The Siseano and Serra villages are well sited and the internal
planning of the villages i.e. the siting of houses is good.

Warapu village is built on the 070 Peninsular mear the mouth
of the Sissanc lagoon and although this is quite a pleasant site, the
Warapus cuffer from lack of a good water supply. The water from the
village wells has a fairly high saline content. Also the land on whieh
the Yarapu village is built is a disputed area m. a claim to the Lande
Titles Commissioner has been made by the Yarapu people for a decision
on the ownership of the land.

The Sissano people claim they own this land but the Varapu's
are claiming ownership basing their claims on the argument of lomg and
established useage. (In actual fact the village, in its present site
now, was only built in the Mid Nineteen Thirties).

I realise the backlog of disputes before the Lamds Titles
Conmissicner however I feel that this is one claim which should be fairly
high on the priority list and a date for a hearing should be determined
as soon as possible.

VILLAGE OFFICIALS:

Councillors represent the three village groups. The Councillors
arc Jarapu~ Thouas Maintopa, Sissano- Kaspar Baroro, and Serra- So'ore
Awalke

Dealing with them seperately my impressions of these councillers

Thomas Maintopa = 4 fairly well educated man of approx. 35
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(3)

who attained his present position through force of personality and not
from "traditional™ limes. Thowas appears to he well liked by the
Warapus and seems to have fairly good "control™ of the village pepulation.

I have noticed from Thoma's approach to Council meetings and alse
in the village that he appears to consider all aagles of a problem or a
statement before making a somment or asking a question. He appears to
“hink before taking any action.

lle iz closely associated with the Catholic Mission in Sissanc.

Kagpar Barorot~ sa older man who was elected only this year
to the Cgudl.. He %4s a fairly popular person but in wy opinior he ia
only playing " sjcond Fiddle" to the ex Councillor Caspar Sayora. This
was evident im a mecting which I held to discuss the Sissano claims fer
a disputed ares of land on the Southern edge of the lagoon. ‘he New
Coungillers hardly even figured in the discussion but the Ex Councillor
was regarded by all members of the meeting as their official spokesman
and referred to him throughout the discussion even though he has ne
actual traditiomal authority.

Kaspar organiszes and ¢ontrols the village fairly well, however
1 feel that any major décieions wouid be subjeet te appreval by Ex
Couneillor Caspar. As thie is the New Councillors first year he may
improve towards the end cf his term.

From Serra So'ere Awak appsars to be doing quite an officient
job. The thres villages of the Serra group are well laid cut, slean and
tidy, economic progress is slowly improving with the introduction of new
hot air copra driers which assist in a better quality and quantity output,
is in sy opiniom the prime movein this puah for mere cash eropping.

He is & man of 35/40 who ie well liked and respected iz his
ward,

POLITICAL SITUATIONS

Politically the area and it's people are quite colidly behind
the Siau Local Govermment Council and its representatives.

There was no sign of disapproval of the new Couneil tax rates
which have risen from to « In fact many people came up to me
and during discussions about the Council, these people openly stated that
they thought a higher tax rate would give the people mere incentive to
work towards a cash erop economy.

There are no known movements, cults or ovganisatioms in the
area patrolled.

As stated earlier the people would like %o have an Administration
officer (DDA) posted to Sissano PP, however I informed them of the staff
situation and they nppan/ to understand the 'ressures.

Factors such as the Prisst-in-Charge, Sissano, looking after
loeal marine engines, assisting in trade stéres and being the treasurer
of the Sporte and Welfare Club, tend to indicate that the people have a
high regard for the Missmion and that relations between the two are quite
good,
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I found the reception of the patrol was excellent and om this
I must assume that the attitude towards Europeans ia thés area is good.

Soadially, I ncilced that there was an abundance of young girls
of marriageable age, however few young people of the opposite sex wers
seen in the villages. PFrom investigations I found that many of the
young people (Males) are absent at work outside the District. Nadang
and "ewak seem to be the most popular congregating plages.

Many of the young males sbsent are school "drop-outs” at
Standard V and VI. They face their exams and having little to do in
the village, drift away to the larger centres, where they hope they
will find employmente

As far as I can see this drift from the rural to urban areas
is a problem which is encountered throughout the whole of the Territory.
The young men of today do not seem to want to work on the land, It
appears that they thimk a Standard VI failure is adequate to join the
Police, Army or the "long Sox Bridage'.

The shortage of work available for this type of person is
evident. The sclution to this problem must be in the direction of these
young people back towards the land end a cash cconomy from this land.

Poseibly this could be aciieved by mors vocational sehoola, a
more lively epproasch to Agricultursl metheds { a.g. interesting
propaganda) and amere strict policing of the vagrancy laws in the larger
centres.

However no matter what is dome now this tremendous soecial problem
exists and effeects the villager who goes away to work, the family he
has left im the village and the people whom he assoclatez with in the
towns.
AGRICULTURE3:

Agriculture, in the main, follows a subsistance pattern. The
cash eropping of coconuts is carried out in te limited degree however
with the installation of 11 new driers in the area both output and quality
of the copra presently produced should increase.

The new driers have been installed im the following villages ~
Serra 4, ¥#arapu 1, Sissano 6o

The main diet of the ares is sego, supplemented with fish.

The Sissano "plantation’ Wnet. ¢f. the Patrol Post is avallrhle
for use and the area is being ¢l & sudergrowth to fazilitate the

L4

~

finding of nuts for processiug. i

Planting throughout the igis iL¢ mainly on a communal basis,
however the trend of thought appears to be that wore and more people
are pressing for individual plantings on a family "block" basis.
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Even mow with the relstively small amount of ecopra being
produced in the area, the prcblem of tramsporting produce to market, or
shipping centre, is aecute.

The best that can be done ucw is to ship the copra from Sissamno
or Serra by pianace ( a total of approx. 8 bags can be carried) to either
Halol, where it has to be transhipped by hand to car over the Yalingi
River themce to Aitape, or bwing the copra more than seven hours sea travel
to Aitare.

This meane a shipment to Kalol rarely has any backloading, so
the hirer has to pay full charter return rates. The same situation exists
if the copra is brought direct to Aitape. The only relief here is that
there is amuch greater opportunity of a backload Aitape-Sissano than at
Nalol to Sissance

Land transpert is out watil such time as the West Coast Road
is completed.

The Serra people are now building s large camce to take a small
inboard/ocuthacrd diessl engine which they have had sitting in Altape for
some months awadti: ; fimal paymeat.

There 15 mly $16,00 to paye But this unit will be only useful
to carry copra for approximately five months of the year. During the bad
season, such a eraft would be hopeless on open watere

I see the probleme to good cash cropping in this area es )

(&) Through the eyes of the people, the lack of the need for a cash
economye

(B) The ever willingness of the people to plant new stands of cegonuts
and

(c) Lack of transport and communications in the areas

I iist A B and C as construstive eriticisms and I th’ & that the
problesms could be partially solved by (3) In DDA and DASF patrolling, great
care could be taken to explain the need for a cash crop ecomomy in the
future. I feol that many of the more enterprising men in the Sissamo area
feel tho mead for the commencement of a cash ecomomy and these are the
mer who are pressiag for individual blocks to develop on a family basis,
these are also the men who are thwarted im their ideas by some of the
older Traditiomsl Conservatives of the areae Constant, good, logieal
advice could get through the meed for s cash erop ecomomy. (2) The
number of mature palus in the Sissano-Warapu-Serra area is such that is
"plantations” were maintained well and 80% of the produce marketed most
of the people im the vicinity would be moderately well off. My idea
would be mmt to concentrate on the established plantings - keep groves
clean, collect fallen mute etc. ete. - rather than go ahead and »lant
ten or fifteem coconuts emech year. The same tem or fifteen units whieh
would fall into the same disrepair as the mature phlas endure now.
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Perhaps D.A.S5.F. policy could be directed along the lines of
encouraging maximum naintenance of existing mature pelms and minimum
planting of new palmse (3) The lack of transport can only be solved
by the completion of the West Coast Road to Sissene. Sea transport
ie limited to approximately five months of the year. The seasons
cannot change but the road can be built,

LIVESTOSK:

Two goats ownaed by the Priest-in-Charge at Sissanc ehmprise
the only livestook in the areas
IORESTS:

A recent timber purchase conducted im the Vanimo Sub-District
included timber stands owned by the Serra peoples

To date, informatiom on the area purchased, type and density
of stands and the amount paid $o the Serra’s, is unavailable.

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY?

A trade store is operated by the Mission at Gissano and the
Uerapu people operate a fairly well stocked atore in the village. This
atore is supervised by Cr. Maintopa who, in conjunction with the Priest-
in-Charge also runs the Warapu pimnace, a 16ft. loeally built craft with
an inboard board diesel engi

Boirird of Warapu owns a fishing net and operates it quite
successfully in the Sissano Lagoon. FHe sedds all his catch locally
and has some $200.00 in the bank. fHe is quite a successful businessman
who is working an an individusl basis. Boiriri mentioned that he was
sericusly thinking of obtaining a deep freese unit and at a later date
making use of the Catholic Mission to fly frozem fish to Aitape/Lumi and
Nuku. & the d d ds the supply in Sissano at the moment.

The Aid Post orderly at Serra advised that he was thinking of
financing a trade store in Serra, presumably with momey cbtained from
the recent timber purchase. He did not elaberate any further at the
time but said that he would advise further om his plans dering his next
visit to Aftape.

Carl Simai, a Catholic Missiom teacher, from Warapu is
endeavouring to get a losn from the Development Bank to by an inboard
/outbaord diesel engine. To date he has had little success as the bank
require at least 50% of the purchase price (approxe $25.,0-00 ) to be
provided by the applicant before the loan will be considered.

Carl says he wishos to have the boat te trauspoert copra up and

down the coast.
I am doubtful that he will ever raise the required $250.00
LaND:

One of the objects of this patrol was to document the Sissamo-

Warapu land dispute. Documentatiom in the form of a histury from both

sides is attached to this report.

The people are willing to sell the area which was proposed for
further station expansion of the Patrol Post.

However it appears that the vwarchase documents will not arrive

this financial yesr.




Two complaints were brought to the attemtion of the patrol,
both were actioned from Sissane ( ~ewe a tashed coples of corr a ) I8

Complaint one was, I feel, the imtroduction of a proposed
maintensnce suit by an uawed expectant mother and complaint two concerned
allegations by the wife of a Corrective Imstitutions warde! against her
husband for nom mal and infidelitye
CoURTSs

Two sases wers heard in the Local Court during this patrol.

The charges were (1) Discbeying an order by a District Officer Swe. 12(1)
of the Roads Haintenance Ordinance against various people of Yarspu village
(eharge before the Court by Cr. Maintopa) and (2) Behaving in u threatening
manner against a Warapu villager.

Out of the initial Road Maintenance charge there was a conviction
revorded against e ¥arapu mum for interrupting the proceedings of the
Courte
BEST EOUSESY

Two rest houses only wers sighted on the patrol as I was mainly
operating from buildings on the Patrol Post.

Warapu Beat louse iz in ita last throes. It is to be rebuilt
in the near future.

Serra Rest House is sn adequato, solid building about three
hours walk from Sissano. Two bedro ms, kitchen, shower room and
verandah comprise the whole house.

It is well sited in close proxisity to the village.

CARRIERS:

Most of the patrols' movement was hy pinnace. Carriers were
used only from Sissamo to Serra and these were readily availables

Hire rate 10¢ per hour per man.

HEALTY

The general health of the people of the area patrolled appears
to be excellent.

The Catholic Mission operates a hospita) at Sisssno and the
foundations are now going ahead for a new brick buildiag on the Mission
station.

An Administration Ald Post at Serra was inepected and found ‘o

be clean, neat and tidy. Serra serves only that immediate ares. Infnat

Yolfare patrols are conducted regularly By the Missdon.
EDUCATIONS

The Admimistration maintains a Primary " School at Sissano
Patrol Post. This caters for pupils up to Standard ILI.

This year the headteacher changed from an overseas to & local
officer and although there was no intake at Frep the school appears to

be ably managed and controlled.
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There was no prep intake due to the chortage of children of
- the appropriate age group. It is anticipated that there will be a ncrmal
intake in 1969.
Schools at Warapu (Std IXI) and Sissame (Std. VI) are run by
the Catholic Mission. The Myssion appear to be catering for the differemt
atiitudes and baskgrounds of the Yarapu and Sissano people ( see
Introduction) whereas in the Administration school both sectioms of the
community mingle with little amomosity.
RO; H
A vehicular road exists from the Patrol Post West o the
Rhainbrum River. The distance is approximately 5.2 miles end this road
is trafficable to tractors/trailers. From the Rhaindrum to Serra there
is 3.2 miles of motorcycle track. >
The Rhainbrum czn.ot be forded at the junciion of the twe roads.
During my stay at Sissano some considerable maintenance work
was done on the Serra road and with the drainage now complate it should
be an all weather road.
AIRFIELDS:
The only airfield in this area is the Catholic Nission strip at
Sissano approximately 3/4 of a mile from the Patrol Post.
This strip is approx. 2400 feet long and can take Cessn= 206
operations.
SUMMARY:
A total of $760.03 was paid out to members of the Serra Tohacco
Soeiety, the Society has been disbanded.
Some of the members of the old Society have indicated they wish
to form a new Society, possibly copra, however they with te wait for a
while before re-investing this woney.
A considerable amount of time was spent on this putrel, on
Sisseno station with the routine station matters such as chesking furniture
in all houses, stores, office equipment and filing. ne of the most
noticesble things about the filing was the host of poliee material,
eirculars, erime journals, Gazettes, Magazines which had amassed oa the
station.
Police matter outnumberad mll other gemeral correspondence by
a ratio of about five to one.
In general, the area is progressing alowly economically and

politically, there are social problems limiting the progress of the area.
The main hindering factor is lack of transport and communications.
The area will remain at the present rate of progress until such time as
the Wesnt Jomast R from Aitape to Sissanc is completed.
Refer instructions re vuilding mwaintenance, see attached

correapondence.

K.R.Kellye

Patrol Officer.
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Information obtained by X.R.Kelly P.0. from KANGO HANX, KAMAN ATAVI
BOY MUNRAVE and STMBGE NANI of Warepu village, conceraning deseent
patterns within the Yarapu people and the all ged rights the sadd
people have to that ares of land imewn as UYWL & or MAINDAYAR,
7xmw on the Southern shores of the Sissanc lagoon. The afure
mnentismed land ie th- subjeet of a dispute ever ownership between
the Yavepu end limas people.

At a general meoting of the "arapu pacple the provious meantionad
men vers elected aa spokesmen for the group and the views snd
opinions hereimaffor ctated are those of he ¥arapu poople as a
whales

The Warapw people through the previously named pouvple states-

" YEAN 1 the meme of ove big lime (clam) u.der tils clan Shere
ere several swaller clams (sud clana) they are TUKAKAU, BORURD,
RURIVARI, TIRORO, TAVURE, MAINVO and WUPCN. Bach clam and sub
clan has 4%s own Haus Tawberam. The FANAR Tulakan sub clan
claine the righte to the land whioch we knew ap MAINDAYAR wileh
iz under disputs with the NINAS pesple.

The crorall clan loadsy is TRAXDOR YENRONI who succeeded his
father YENRONX PETA.

Bach ewd ¢lam has 4ts own land and this land is didtributed

by clan lesders %o other clam members. If lanmd elletsd %o o
clan membar is unacesptable due to various reasons the member
cap ask for further land fron the clam elders.

Vemberas of the olan ¢an marry inside or outside their own clam.
The only resteiction placed on marriage within the olan is that
close blood relations cammot mayx marry.

¥Yomen are sccepted iutc the clam by mapriage and is accepatnee
they are given life intercst rights o that section of clan Land
ailotied to thyir husband.

In the oveat of tha husbands death the wife caz remain on the
husbands land or return te hor owa clan land. If she marries
again she loses all previowsly =2oquired land rights in favouwr
of the newly acquired land rights.

Feomales marrying out of the clam can bring their husbands back
to work on land belomging to the wife's father. This is nct
enforesd and in most cases the fomale goes %o work on her
husbande land.

In the svent of the husband and the wife working the wife's
fathers' laud and the death of the wife, the husbend can ressin
on his father-in-laws land for as long as he wishes.

iIf cian members marry, the fomale must work on the section on
land allocated te her husband.
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The doscent inheritance pattern appoars to be patriliresl. Hale

seubars of the claw have full rights of disposal of the land,
Adopted children have age of the foater land. This

applies to both childven adopled from within the £ 'anily group
and from My other outeide clamd.

Children adopted from outside clans have useage rights to both
fatoer and foster father's land. It is accopted that memders

adopted into the UYAN clan will work on both father and foster
father's land wntil such time as a sottlesent is mede by the

ree). {ather to the foster father of the child in paymeny

iy sedeling ) ohild,
Land glven by /ombers of the clan to frisnds outside the clam

) csnnot easily be rosumed. If , for example, (a), a clan nember
gave (b), & son clan wewber, certain land and the land was wsed
by (b) for some time wntdl friction developod betwesa (2) and (b),
4% » pears that (a) cannet owrder (b) from the clam land becawse

the JYAN glan mewbers claim that onee land is given originelly ia
such a fashion 4¢ canmot, ascerding to the clam traditicnm, be
resumed by the eriginal ownew.

ia.ofhez worRe. eage Joad 48 gAveR %o gu.outalder he is considered
$o.be the ownex of ths lend spurenciated $o bime

H.8. The land must be given « Che sume gentle treatument would not
apply to unauthorised land grabbers.

Origin of ownership of the disputed lamd, MAINDAYAR, acccrding
to KRAGO, KANEN, R0X and PUMEGE.

"Our awsstore case from a village in Duteh New Guinea, The
village called ATAPOU was situated on & lagoon. Ouw ancestors
left this sdte and travelled to a place called KROMERERA.
They did not stay long heve and they moved to & ssall bay mamed
VIO which wae senr VUTUNG on the Duteh slde of the borders They

tine and wade magy housss and
Plaally our ancestors left NAGERE and travelled by cance down the
ccast towards Sissanve

They came %o the place whieh 4s nov known as OTO and saw a manll
E»ﬁfnfﬁi.gziu;'i
l!ill%lﬂgg«.ﬁ:&:‘&‘.ei
of the ¢lan leadar UYAN.

©ith UYAN was his wife KAIRSN and two core KAPIAAN and BRI, By
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West of the wiver te bolomg to Rimas.

Te, of the WWan elan sen trese & dfvect Father soa line free
the time of the shildren of Uyam.

These arays

EEIQAE whe war the swme 1ine c» the ohildren of Uyun nd whe
1ot en the SMdand.

LA e livetin the Sclend wtsl Whe ourthowsie after shieh
he weved %o the mrse BOw APGpEre. .

ERGNE ves Peta‘'s first cond and he aoved bask to the beash
= actadldshed a villags on OO polnt wiish is sov
the promeat aits of Vaweyde

MR 17 » liviag wmm wca of URGHY end Dewide has « sem
who s in igh sebood ab She memente




m detained by K.R.Kelly P.0, from Caspar Sayora of Nimas

village, in the Sissano group, concerning descent patterns within the
NHimas pesple and the alleged rights that the said people have to that
area of land known as UNYOL or MAINDAYAR, situated on the Southern shores
of the Sissamo Lagoon. The aforementioned land is the subject of a
dispute over ownership between the Nimas and Warapu peoples

A gemeral meoting of the Nimas people Caspar Sayora was elected
spokesman for the group and the views and opinions hereinafter stated
are that of the Nimas pecple as a whole.

The Nimas people, through Caspar state:-

"Himes is the head clan. Under Nimss we have seven sub-glans
or family groups, each one of these clans has ite own "Haus Tembaren"
These sub-clans are NORDI, TAIPEM, NIMEL, BAREL, AWORI, MAINGI and
OLMEL.

Each sub-clan has its own land and this land is distrbuted by
the eldors of the Nimas clan. The land in question, known as UAYOL was
given te the sub-clan as Barel.

Rogently the of the Nimes clen, Saroya-Helai, died and by
cur custem the leadership of the clan will new pass om to Aipirken-Au'uagu
who 4s a nephew of Saroya.

Bach member of a sub clan has a portion of land assigned to him
by the elders of that particular sub-clan to which he belongs. The
menber iz expected to utilize this seection of land, If the section
allotted is for some reason unproductive the clan member may be re-
assigued further land which may be adjoining or evem ou an existing

tion belonging to ancth of the Barek eclam.

Pood trees on individual sections of land may be used by all
members of the sub-glan providing the use of that section of land is
notified.

Members of the clan caunnot warry in their own lineage. Women
are accepted into the clan by marriage and so have life interest rights
on the land of their husband's clan.

In the event of the death of her husband the wife may remain on
land belonging to the d's clan. If she marries again into another
clan she forfeits all rights to her prior husband's land. Alternatively
if the husbend dies the wifo may return to the land of her own ( prier te
marriage) elan.

The descent pattern is patrilinial, Male members of the clan
have full rights to the land including disposal rights. Femal clan
members have full useage rights while single but because of the traditional
law 61 us intermarriage in the clam, they forfeit all land rights on
marciage.

E.G. A female and a mwale of the same parentage are born into
the Barek clan. The man marries but the woman remains single. The woman
was, in this case, the firstborn of the family and she has remained
single, but she must still sbide b the declsions made by the man.
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Adopted children have useage of the foster-fathers land. This
,gngzﬁgsufn?il»gfnggwif
‘adopted from outside clans, Adopted "in clan" children can have useage
rights over the foater father's seciion of land, but, on reaching maturity
the adult must retura to his real father's section of land.

5 There appears to be no restriction of adoption within the clan
qutside the clan restrictions sre that a clan member ean only adopt a
#foreign" child &f the father of that child has died.

With intrusioas in the clanm the eventual returm of the shild
40 its former ¢lan would involve payment of a mutually agreen upon sum
Botween the relatives ol the adopted child and the foster father of the
ehild,

Peopls outside the clan may be givea useage vights but they can
at any time ik be ordered off the land. Even long and established useage
does not qualify en outsider to rights on clan land. He is in actual
fact an suthorised sguatter who can be removed at anytime by the wish of
the landowning elam".

Origin of ownerchip is disputed land called Unyol, according to
Caspar Sayera spokesman for the Nimas and the Barel clams the latier of
whieh is claiming sole ownership rights to the land im questiome

Caspar statesi-

?This ground beloungs to Barel. The name of our ancestor was
Ugpigere who had three brothers Hari, Maris and Apas. Waigere had two
amall children their names were Miriak and Takaiul. 7These men were the
omers of this land known to us as Unyol.

All these people belonged to a clan known as Barel. This is the
only section of land belonging to Barel sub-clan.

These people were on the land when the Warapu pecple cams from
the Vanimo area near Ningira. Ve, of the Barel eclan, do not know of any

of our tors, as {ar as we know the villages were alwaye on
the ccast whers they are nuw.

Our amcestors used to go to the Unyol land by canoe - if they
did not want to go by c¢amce they walked along the point shere the Warapu
village is nowe This point is called Ulonfon and Taltrapon and Otes Our
ancestors used their walk to the Unyol lend as there was no water in the
area in which there is now. This area had many fruit trees and coconuts
planted by our ancestors. This land, which is now under water was called
Tokon.

When our ancestor wanted they weat fishing inm the Oto area. This

is the point on which the Varapu people now live. Theres were no Warapu'e
in this area before.
After the German Governmment came into the area the Warapu people

_,“ i
i
il

case. There were mot many Yarapu eople at this time. Twe Yarapu brothers f
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came and brought their cance iate the lagoon. They saw the three islands
in the lagoon. They went and stopped on the island. They had no food or
fixs. They sumdried all their fish.

They ctopped and one day saw some limbs of food trees floating
pest the island. They saw this and traced the limbas back inland. They
“went inte the Araperc River and saw ssoke.

They obtained fire from the Ramo people and then they went back
to the islands in the lagoon.

They pretended that the fire had gone out and the two brothers
wont beck to Ramo. They came to Ramo and got more fire and then went back
to the island. They did the same thing am before with the fire and them
wont back to Rarmo again.

A1l the Ramo men then thought they were Bing tricked by the
Warapu men, The Ramo's then ssid they thought the brothers must want one
of the Ramo women.

The Ramo men then decided to give a grillie woman to the Warapus.
This grille woman was dressed up in traditiomal fashion and was given by
the Ramo’s to ome of the Warapu men. The Varapus took the woman and some
more fire and them went back to the island in the Lagoom.

The Warapus did not go baek again to Ramo. They remained oz the
island with the Ramo womsn. The Ramo womans name was Omumuee

They remained on the island and they began to thimk of plases
where they could gardem. They went up the river towards the Rame people
where they made gardens and worked Sak Sak.

One male e¢hild was born after scme years. The second child was
a female. They grew up and were sent by their parents to one of the other
Islands.

The initial parents remained asd had more children. All the
children had grown up and they began to intermarry. They inereased in
population over all of the island,

The Islands were named (1) Kotd. (2) Baratari. (3) MuxStum Martien.

They wade a Haus Tambaran. The area on the islands was over-
populated and the people became discontented and begam to look for more
land.

They were ready to fight with Sissano when an earthquake struck
the area. The sarthjuake was so severe that the islands were submerged
and the lagoon was opened to the sea.

Many of the Warapu people were killed however some of them
escaped in their camoces.

Koti, Martien, Baratari, population made their way towards
Araporo and some of them went into the Moiriri River. They settled in
this area.

They then fished on the lagoom and some of the time fought with
the Sissano people.
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They fought alung the site of the prosent Siassanc villages
m'u-d- the present day site of Varapu village.
. Then the fight was Tinished they went back o
near Arapore. They them bo-an to look for land.
% u They (the #ar. ) and the Sissanos had further fights in the
bush because the ¥ar- m poople were putting their gardens om Sissanc
land.

their own village

The Sissanos and Warapus fought and the Sissancs got the worst
of it 2o thay "courted"” the Warapus tc a German Govt., official called
“Haster Roras”.

Officisl told the Sissamo's to set bambeo rope and gapture the
offending Yarapus which they did. The ¥Warapus were eventually taken to
Aitupe to serve their sentences.

When the Jarapus were released from prison they came back with
the German official.

The ¥Yarpus did not come into the Sissamo land following this
ingident.

The Warapus then "greased” the Sissano's into allowing them to
use the iland available for gardening ete.

Then the Warapus worked pouisen on the people they had tricked.

And when the Sissano people died off the Warapu's claimed the ground as
their own. They also claimed that all the trees on the land were belong-
ing to the ¥arapu people.

The Sisssno's knew this but they were not afraid of the Warapus.
The Sissaro’s stayed on their own land.

The position has remained the same up to the present day. The
8iscano’s know this is their land, they arenot afraid of the Jerapus they
have not run away from any of the Warapu people.

It is truo that the VWarapus have planted coconuts on our land. But
they came behind the Sissano’s.

How would the Warapus get their planting naterial?
no coconuts left on the Islands followiny the earthquake.

We are still in the same positiom today. The Warapus have coco-
The land wvas first settled and planted by

There were

nuts on the land and so do we.
us « the Warapus came later.

They did mot move to their present village site until just before
the second Workd War. They asked permission of our old village bituai to
sit down on the peint on which they arenow living.

They did not get the land willingly from us as they (the ¥argpus(
had a prlice Sgt. who said that he would “eourt" us to the Kiap 4if we did
not give them the point on which they now live.

Ve were afraild of the Kiap so we gave them the land.
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Complote painting of & XNQ's and 2 80Q%s.

Complete fiywiviag of 2 30Q%s. °
Installation Swe new pmps en 503%s. ©

Repairs to fromt sad beck doore 2 50Q%s. *

Bepair focla boards on 3 DNQ%s. °**

Inetell conerete steps to betk 500'e.

Paiat steel frame PPS classreom with scme type of rust proof paint.

1 have spoken %o Np. Goodwis on vy retura fven patrol .nd he
sesuros wo that the werk on the ecnsrete stepe in nev underway.

Fosn your own sdvice I kmow that painting of sil PNE‘s
unmunmumm

/74
I.\l.loli;
Patral Officer
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PATROL REPORT COPY

Patrol Post Sissenc,
Adtape Sub District,
West Sepik District.
30th May, 1968,

Assistant District Commissioner,
Sub District Office,
AITAPE,

COM! = KATARIAN A L

KATARIAN ATURA of Warapu approached me today stating that she | &
wishpd to commence maintenance proceedings against ome ATANI JFy
AUVERO of Warapu as, KATARIAN alleged, he was the father of her el
(as yet) unborn child. 5

KATARIAN and ATANI were, along with members of their A
respective families, present at the office at Rissano.

From inquiries, both open and discreet, I obtained the
following informationi-

(1) KATARIAN had had sexual intercourse with ATANI during 1965
and 1966, During this time it had been expected by both
!ninn‘ that the two would eventually marry.

(2) ATANI went away to work in Wewak in 1967 along with onme SIMBU
YENA also of Warapu. SIMBU returned to ¥arapu im late '67 i
and ATANI returned in January 1968,

2

(3) Atani states that he had planned to marry Katarian on his return
from Wewak. Atani states that he had sexual intercourse with
Katarian in February 1968 and he alleges that Katarian was
already pregnant at this time. |

(4) ATANI alleges that SIMBU VENA is the father of KATARIAN'S
unborn child.

(5) KATARIAN admits to having sexual intercourse with SIMBU in |
December '67 and January '68, she further t-ld me, in |
confidence that she was not sure who was the father of the child H
but that she had named ATANI as she had wanted to marry him.

Added to the confusion is the fact that ATANI no longer wishes
to marry KATARIAN and SIMBU is a married man. o

¢ i
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Not being Soloman I suggested that the date of birth of
the child be carefully noted by the Warapu counsillor as, from
KATARIAN'S statements, approximately a month to six weeks
elapsed between the time of SIMBU'S last and ATANI's first

intimacy.

I told KATARIAN that I would record the case in detail o as
to ensure that action would be taken against the appropriate perion
when the time came.

It may well be that during this waiting period ATANI will
change his mind and marry KATARIAN,

The child should be born in the August to October peried of

this year and with this in mind could you please place this on
your matters for attention WestCoast Patrol file.

K.R.Kelly
P,
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Patrol Post Sissano,
Aitape Sub District,
West Sepik District,

30th May 19C8.

Officer-in-Charge,
Corrective Institutions BSraneh,
GOROKA,

HATIVE COMPLAINT . MARIA NOVASI (%)

The above namedhas this day complained to me that her
husband, ome SAIVE PAIWAWA of Arop II village, has not written
to her or sent her any money for the past two years.

SAIVE is allegedly on your staff at Goroka as a Wamder,

Although the basis of the complaint was lack of funds from
SKIVE, MARIA also had a letter from one ANTHON R KOVEN Reg. No.
0763, warder at Goroka, complaining that SAIVE had been mis-
conducting himself with his (Anthon's) wife.

I understand that this affair took place some time ago
however MARIA has only now become 'worried' about it,

If SAIVE is still in your district could you please interview
him with regard to the money question, Also Maria states that she
would like to join her husband, would this be possible?

I have explained to Maria the tardiness of her complaint and
that SAIVE could be anywhere and up to anything by now, however
any information you may be able to give oa the matter would bd
appreciated.

Plesase direct your reply to the Assistant DistrictCoanmissioner,
Aitape, as this station is being only temporarily manned.

K.R.Kelly
Patrol Officer,




