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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AN NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT

"""""" ‘ District of Sapik . Report No. Vantme M. 2 of 1961/62
t. C adicted by Robhert 1. 0'Cumnell Patrel Offioer
Area Patrolied IMBIO and &MEI Census Divisions

Patrol Accompanied >y Europeans.......... al
'''''''' Natives........ oo BIB o]

............ . Duration —Fiors 31/ 30/1980 0. 8/ °419. 8
Number of Days. 6 Geys C PN

---------- * Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?........ 6
""""""" Last Patrol to Area by District Services....../ MQ“
Medical ... ... Aguafl0. 43
Map Reference . Army series fonurmil and Digtriet Map
Okjects of Patrol. . 1e Censas D . e e e
2+ Routine mm“ :

DIRELYOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS,
PORT MOR &Y.
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?-iu Distriet,
Ak

Distriet Officer,

)/

O
C
.

Kecedpt is acknowledged of the above re forwarded
under cover of your G7-3-8 of the 1lith Docember,

2. The report indicates that the patrol was condugted
satisfactorily.

3. ¥ith refevence to village housing, instructions should
net e gnnmuithoMm&tbmm
the instructions will not be heeded. An instruction givem in
these olrcunstances ean only tend to cheapen the authoxity with
which the offieer speaks,

4. 1t 48 good to see that the psople themselves are
placing restraints on the numbers going out to werk sad that
theyd 15 n ready return home on expimtion of the agreement.

1 presume have already taken up ths matter of
a(.)rl\m and YO vtnlcz‘ (mentioned in Village Administration)
80 that visits from the right quarter cay be made.

6. ¥hat poseible use would ! . made of the aiyeurdp site
near WUTAI? If 4t has no real ¥otu;tm1. 1 suggest the 1dea
be sguashed once and for all. t would be guite meaninglese
teo the people (and there does not appear to be a great
many of them) o expend labour on » projeet Shat may well
have ao real future walue,

7. fould you tell My, O'Connell that = note of seale and
north point is bdoth voeful and esgential on apatrol sketeh.

b

8. A useful'patrel dy My, O'Uonmnell,

..’ 17
(Jngc :OC&‘rthy)
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The Director

Do?artment of Native Affairs,
KONZDOBU.

/n Reply
Please Quote

No. 67-3-8/1015

District Office,
Sepik District,
WEWAK .

/ 14th December, 1961

Attached is a patrol report submitted by Mr. 0'Connell

Patrol Officer.

The patrol covered the
people haven't changed very much
they now are living in houses on
houses were built in trees.

Mre O'Connell mentions
been going or for many years and
towards the coast.

I am taking it up with

a school, although supply i: going to be a tremendous task.
I think we shall have to do something, the Mission there are

a hopeless lot.

Mr, O'Connell carried out the patrol well, it is

most difficult country.

Encl.

CA . v gl
(Jé E. wW .

inland Vanimo area. Thecze
over the years, except that
the ground, previously tle

the migrations. This has
the people are filtering decwn

the Education Officer about

RISIRICT OFTICER
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The Dirsctor o

;)_o artment of Native Affaira, .
“ P
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§ 1 1

Attached is a patrol report submit '
Patrol Officer. y port submitted by Mre 0'Connell

X The patrol covered the inland Vanimo ares. These
peopie haven't changed very much over tho years, ex.ept that
they now are living in houses on the ground, previously the
houses were built in treese.

been

tovargl t

2o Ilan ho&galging 1§.y uz with m;h: Egucation ggrdicor about
a school, alt supp s go 0 be a tremendous task.
I think \’u shall have to do something, the Mission there are
a hopeless lot,

Mr. 0'Cormell mentions the migrations. This has

on fo: hany years and the people are filtering down
coast,

Mr. O'Connell carried out th

patrol well, it is
most difficult country.

gy T
( 3. E. WAKEFORD)

~RISIRICT OFFICER
Encl.
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aerritory of Papua end JNew Guinea.

Vanimo Pa trol Fost,
aitape sub-Distriet,

seplk Dis trict.
9th. November, 1961,

The Distric t Officer,
Sepik District,

Wewak.
Patrol Report Ven, No, 2 of 1961/62.
AMBI0 and BLMBI Census Divigions.
Preamble: feport on a routine patrol to the Imbio and
Beabi Ce nsus Divisions of the Vanimo lPatrol
Post area of the Aitape Sub-Distriet of the
Sepik District. .
Objects &f Patrol: (1) Consus revision
(2) Routine -“aminis trétion, 4
Personel of Patrol: Mr. Robert L.0'Connell Patrol Officer
7828 Const 1/c  SNKIMEAL * o
9211 Const. YONGIMA
185C0 T/Const:« "IRGAM . “r

Part-two Aid Post Orderlies.

Period of Pa trol:

12th. October 1961 to Sth, November 1961,
26 days duratiols

Lagt Medical Putrol:

August 1941,

Last Native Affairs Patrol:
Sep.ember 196V«

Besults of Petrol:

All ohjects attained. ©See herein.




The patrol visited that portion of the
MmbeDistrict known &8s the Imblo and Bemb!
Censue Digisions, The Imbio Group are

8o tFl“' at the Northern base of the Bewani Mountains while the
Bembli group are around the southera base and stretehing out
towards the Sepik Plains,

These people are essentially bush dwellers
of small groues which make the building and maintaining of roads
almost an impossibility, Most of the walking done by the patrol
wa s along river bedsg But where tracks had been made, they vere
clea red and fairly dry,

Patrolling through this area would be
&lmost an impossibility during the Northwest season. Flocded rivers
would greatly restriet pairol movements.

Diary:

s 2/1C ° Departed station per Government landrover
to the Waterstone River, hence walking to
Ningera, Good walking track, Walking time
2 . urs 50 minutes. Camped night,

Friday 13/310/61. Departed early morning and crossed the
Pual River thence by a well cut track
through rain forests to Imbio No.l. Walking

time 4% hours 45 minutes. Camped night,

saturdag 1+/10 M Lined and census revised., Moved to Imbio
No.3, after waiting for the river to
subsiddovLined and ecensus revisionu of hoth
Imbio No.2 and Samararu, T/'® p2 “rol was unable to visit SAmararu
as the river was in flood. Returned Imbio No.l in the late after-
ncon, Walv g time 2 hours, Camped night.

sunday 15/10/61. Moved on to Imbrinie along a fairly well

cut track, Lired and census revisied,
ws “kin/ Sime 2 bours 25 mirutes. Camped

a

night ©

M a 10/61. To Sumumini along both river beds and tracks
The Sumunmini section of the track was well §
cut an’ a pleasant walk. Lined anc revision (§%

of ceasus, Walking time 3 hour’ 20 minkites, Cauped night. :

o

3

5 12/10/61. wDeparte@ 6arly morning and followed river
Ll bed for several hours then a stiff c¢limt

,0ve ™ the Bewani Mountainsf‘thnn by river bec ¥
a nd poor track ;o'ﬁiliuns. Nalking time 6 hours 5 minutes. Camped f
night. 1
: ‘ . )
¢ rerised the census for Kilifas ;
Wednesday 18/10/61. Lined aM rigsed the ¢ us for
. villages Procecddd downstream along river ?
ne’ te Fugueei village. LineA #nd revised §
the census. Walkit§, time 1&Our, Camped night, :
Thursdds 0/61. yJe®arted Fugumui early morning, following %
s "rilkr bed upstream thence over a amall i
mountain and down 2 river bed to Fugari y
village. Lined and revised the ‘ensus. Walking time 3 hoars 35 1
> i i R
minutes. Camped nignt. i {1
g
Dovnsgt <1 long river bed to Yas, No.2 ¥
N = o ~ O 61 L - m aton 4 \. Ry . ° o
friday 20/10/0L vi-jagbs Lined anc revisea the census feor §

“*vad'No.2 and Tamina No.l villages. Tamina
as all were at Fas No.2. Returned Fugari late
time 1 hour. Camped nighte

No.1. va3 not visited
afternoon, Walking

i

e ey 1 . e~
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aﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ£¥w~lgliéﬁl- The patrol returned t ugumui by the same
route as was used on Thursday the 19th,

U(‘tObF-T‘ 1')()1 "Jqlkjf'" ‘.if.(' 2 hnur ))o
minutes, Camped night, g WO , v s

Sunday 22/10/61.

veparted early morning and followed river

bed downstream for severvl hours, Then along NN

small creeks and over low hillocks to
Finamoi village, Walking ‘:ime 8 hours 25
minutes, The village was deeerted but as the patrol vas returning

t hrough this village it was dscided to move on the next dav.
Camped night, '

Monday 23/10/61.
night,

Tuegday 24%/10/61.

Proceeded along a good track to Wutai
village., Lined and revised the census.
Walking time 3 hours 35minutes, Camped

Departe d early morning following river
ted upstream andrggrtly along a track to
Aimina village, eople o% Fas No.3 and
Tamina No, 2 had already assembled here so the census revision
for the three villages was carried out at Alamina, Walking time

1 hour 25 minutes. Camped nig ht. .

Wednesday 25/10/61. Returned downstream passed Wutai to Ekas
village, followins the river bed for most

of the walk, Tk~ Mofar people were agsembled
at Lkas so a census revision was made ana the figures will be

forw arded to Amanab Patrol Post whi ch now administers this villlgoﬁ'
Census revision of Lkas village, Walking time 2 hours 5 minutes,
Camped night.
Thursday 26/10/63 . Returned upstream to Wutai village and them
ty route used on the 23rd. October 1961, the
patrol re turned to Finemoi village. Census
revision, Walking time 4 hours 10 minutes. Camped night.

Friday 27/10/61. Departed early morning for itomi, along a
very good walking track., This viila;e is
a dministered from Amezab Patrol Post but
as heavy rain was falliig it was decided to remain overnight.
Walking time ! hours 50 minutes. Camped night.

satur 28/10 . Proceeded through rain forect along an
imaginary track and then along a riverbed

and finally for a few miles along a good Xxram fu

walking track to Watape village. Census revised, Walking ftime 3
hours ?5 minutes. Camped night.

long a riverbed and then through a secgo

swam? to Simog village, which has moved an

hour's walk to the west, Census revision.
25 minutes, Camperd nikght ,

S;mgaz d?[loz lo

Walking time 2 heours
Monday 30/10/61. Returned along same track as used the day
before to Watape village where the patrcl
remained overnight., During the day the
"House Tambaram" was inspected and all appears to be in order.
Caunped night.

lues day 31/10/61e

Follewing upstream then cver z lov mountain t«

kilifas village. Walking time & hours 5)
ninutes . Camped night.

Returned ower the Bewani range by the sume
track as used on the 17th. October 1961,
Walking time 7 hours 5 minutes, The last
rain., Camped night,

wednesday 1/11/61.

hour in heavy
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/ \ Thursday 2/11/61. eparted early morning and proceeded along
a pcor sago track and then over a medirm
: : size mountain to Yo village. Census revized.
: deveral Mumaru people met the patrdl and affer discusshéns it was
decided that it vould be better for # patrol foom the Altape end
to visit El-(’i" vaillage, See"village administrationt Walking time
¢ hours 25 minutes, Camped night,

Friday 3 61. Returned to Swaumini bty the same track as
used the day belope and then Ty the route
4 used on the 16th, October 1961 to Imbrinis.
Walking time 6 hours 15 mi.utes. Camped night,

Saturday 4/10/61. Alongz a good walking track to Ossima via Olull.

village, Carried out survey work on the

mission lease and mis sion special lease
(airstrip). See Vanimo land file, Walking time 2 hours 50 minutes.
Gamped night.

Supday 5/11/61. At Ossima carrying out investigations into
rights and ownership for the two leases,

Camped night.

Monday 6/11/61. Departed early morning and proceeded over
a reasonable track to Krisa v111a€0. The

!w; pztrol spelled and then moved on
,'“ coast via a wet track with many leeched. The last hour of this
£ ; walk wes done in heavy rain, The patrcl vas met at Waterstone

‘ River by the Goverrument landrover. Walking time 6 hours 50 ninutou.{".

| 1%
'
F NE¥ end of diary XK
|
Natige Affajrs: The position here is as good as can be expecte
a%a 3 4. Almost all of these people live in bush
iwellings and only appear in their villages
when there is word of an impending patrole. It is significant to
' note that Auring the patrol it was seen in the comments page of
t he village books that the last nedical patrol was fortdnate to
1104 see more than five or ter people in each village,
{iiies
b & Wit h this tendancy to live in the bush the
‘ ape officials have little or no say except when a patrol is
Z;;logching when all combine to clean up the villages and surraund-
roads o
. At the present stage there is little tha; ean
TR . to improve the position particularly as there 1s very ifev
%&x% ( Eiagggg of ecénomic developuent, The transport problen alone is eno=
réf” ugh to deter the most enthusiastice
,yf';r Efforts were made to encourage the poop%e to
LA ; houses as their present houses are little mecre than
‘@gfﬂ g?ﬁ;%iﬁiftiﬂt the groups are too small and too widely scatter~d
'.?v +, nave much effecte
o
%

S,
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. 7 ~dealth and Hygienm: With the recent passing through of a medical
patrol and the knowledge of an approaching
: Native Affairs patrol, the seriously ill had

] evacuated to the aid »osts at Imbrinis or
he hospitals at Vanimo and Amanab,

either been treated or
Kilifas or

Many minor sores etc., were treated in the

village by the Aid Post Orderly who accompsanied the patrol through

his are a “
\

The village surrounds do not lend themselves
to hygienie livingi but again the faet that the villages are rarely
used give the people little opportunity to maintain a clean village,

Instructions were given for an improvement all round in the present
village cetup,

Lducation: 'he educ: tion facilities throughout the area
are at p: esent absolutely nil, but the Catholie
Mission .t Vanimo are in the precess of
establishing a station at Ossi.a, to the west, and the resident
priests will frequently visit the area and un oubtedly establish
mission teachers in many of the villages,

Census: A census revisicn was carried while the patrol
| was in the field and it is noted that there

i a steady inerease in population, mainly
from births exceeding deaths,

An examination of the enclosed Village Populatidi
Register shows an extreordinary number of migration., This is not a
new movement but seems to have been going on for many years. I would
| imagine t-at permanant villages and economic development will deter
: this movwflent, but at the present time they move f{rom garden site to
L garden site and use whichever village that ecan accommodate them
‘ ‘ / withovt involving them in too much work or walking,.

v ge Officials: As mentioned in "Native Affairs" the village
| offlicials have little or rno say except when
‘ a patrol,is approaching the area, Littlnlcan

i be dOne €0 improve the position as the Village Officials themselves
are bush dwellers and rarely stay in the villages for very long
t period,

Taking this into counsideration they still leave B
' 2 1oV to Ye desired, but very few suitable replacements were noticed
L . furife th¢ census check.
l

» Labour: This is their only source of income and 1is
Ha*in b fully used by the people. The voluntarily limit
| of vne third is being maintained also it was
3 t there 1s a constant changing of labour, with those
' v/ggsiiltega&oturﬁing to their village when their time has expired.

. e
i stters: A missionlease and a special Missione lease
Land #o toree (airstrip) surveys and investigations were
: carried out while the patrol was inthe field,
- b ! 411 re¥evant correspondance is filed on Vanimo Land files,

at Houses: ~ Mostly mot up to standard, but were h;?ter
~ than was expected., Instructions were given
+ for the rebhilding OF “WO Defore the next

- v repaire wére to be carried 6Ut in the near future,
Phitrol and many repair:s were 1o b i

} . rogsis Most of the villages visited were comprised
 Yillage W almost entirely o7 a humpty type of house with B
05' C’H : the rround as the “lood, Where reasonable housesi

“(}1"Fn0;/Huilt they vere of # large one room design and used by many
W1ics for the “Kiap's' visit.
Al -
W

[nstructipns were given for the conscruction
Q%; a better mor e permanant tType of house dut there is little possibile

Lot 3 5k M AP Y
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