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SEPIK DISTRICT

AMBUNTI PATKOL REPORTS 1959-60

&
3 Officer
; Patrol No, Conducting Patrol. Area Patrolled.
| 1-59 /60 B.H./uleahy To Green River vie May River
i Patrol Post
,;- % 3-59 /60 J.E.Mater August River and Upper Sepik R,
/ 5-59 /60 A.Marks Arbunti S#b-District
i 6=59 /60 B.H.Mwlcahy Upper Sepik
+ ‘ 8=59 /60 B.H.Mulcahy Wagu-Yigei, Waskuk and Numau-
44 Ablatak Census Division
3 9-59 /60 J.H.Mater Svagym area
¢ (Correspondence only)
11--5% /60 B.H.Mulcahy May Rive. and Wongamusen
12-59 /60 B.H.Mulecahy Part of Main River
F =~ 13-59/60 J.H.Mater Part Iwam(May River) and part
; ‘;, Mianmin(Teleforidn)
§ }
L B 14-59/60 B.H.Muleghy Buruil Kunai
Fz 16-59 /60 B.H.Mulcahy May and Yellow Rivers
3 17-59 /60 P.J.Wright Main River Census Division
' Amanab
i 1-59 /60 J.C.Corrigan Nei-Faringi Census Division
R
- Spec-59/60 J.C.Corrigan Kwomtari and “ast Kwomtari

Census Divisions
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19¢h July, 1960, §

The Distriect Officer,
Sepik Distrist,

1 an afraid thet it is a 1little naive to ?
imagine that the traditional leaders vere slvays - =
obvious on initisl eontact, It generally hes been ¢
the experience that the politiesl leaders are falrly =9
diffieult to discover or ye.cs of eontrel, In -
faet in the typilcal averuge atosic soclety of New e
Guinea, one indigenous leader in a group of elans -
geldon emists, In praetice with t the establi nt
of "ocal government @ounclls, it is almost imposaiblie ‘.
to put the saddle on the right horse. f

This Heaagnarters has planned for only one -
Ofr{eer to man Amanab,

As rogards Native Agsistant Reeruiters sene -
tiored in the secorn! paragraph of page 5, you are no
donbt aware of Section 17, N L0 -8

What other types ~f tropical root erops has o
r. Corrigaa in wind er than those already cultivated? o

The report indicates that the Census Di¥ision pat-  — |
rolled 1s waking steady progress Lo a aore pasure way §
of 1119 The rugpoase to the census proves *his as ,_
woll s the faot that My, Corrigan's methed of oparaticn -
& & vas an eflective cne g

Any grovp of people would be alarmed at the ke
sudden advent of an armed party of forgignors :
them. .

- I hepe your staf! ex i03 will allov a i
g.\trel within the foresecable Tutvre to eonsolidate L
he g od ifupression left by this one.

A rap shonld have been submitted with the
roport,

1
i
T et Sume—_
= A 4L Y. "

(J.K o)
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3 f”, Tuis is a good initial contsct patrol and Mr. Corrigan (o
| P seoms to have handled it very well.

,,,,,, *’34\. “
i "
/ PR.Ananab 1/59«60/ | !

¢ 1022 -

- 6 / District Office, I
7 ¢ Sepik District, L ‘
L WEWAK. | {

30th May, 1950 | B

The Officer-in-ihurge,
Patrol Post,

Anaiag.
PA5 AL REPORT 80, 1-79/50Q
I have recelved a copy ol a report of a iacrol
tl‘

(Amanab No. 1-59/60) carried wut by dr. Patrel Officer Corrigan
to the Nal/Faringi Ccensus Vivislon,

r that

From the perusal of Uils ceport, At woald ap
{n ¢ Ye well

this 1s very hungry countey snd officers future
aiviseu Lo carry as wuch food as possible,

I am very pleased with the people's attitude towards
the census,

I have always Deen -~ firm bellsver in giving ample
warnirg to priaitive pacple, suen a8 Lhe.s. They are ve
nervous usna.u! When deunug Wivn the Administration and
to Algevas matt such a2 lopending formal visits like patrols.
it has been my axpcrlomo that umuy the resulis from such an
approach are very successful,

In the dsys of inltial contact you will rommally find

Lhat o appoint someboedy, ususlly a wan of outstanding
talent, gerve as s %o between for the peuple z2ad the
Adnints«.ra.tion. Often these men a e the traditional leadesrs

and every effort should be msde to use these men.
I have noted your request o
I would aug ozt that we lesve this =tand 1in abeya

time bedng, as these perimitive pecplie could ¢
area every vear ~»nd thure would he constant re-a

shange sone of the
villages fros yous patrol area %o the ureen River arsa, however,

nee far the
¢ from area to
‘oeation of

villeges between tle two putrol areas. This is something that
‘you ara the Officer-in~Charge Green River can arrange hatween

¢

e Ahe
(°t Je c;suc!Q

— €sCs The Director, Departmeat ¢ lative Affadrs, Xonedobu.
Herewith copy of this report. It wes well handled :nd
pleased with Mr, Corrigan's efforts. He has taken a very
ccamon sense attitude right throughout and the numbers in
which the people turned up is most gratifying.

(D. 3. CLANCY)
DISTRICT OFFICER
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| Gardening activity :redses in the vililages
i T . to the wost,and is asore pronounced in this area than in the eastern
3 ages. 1 the easti,sago seeus to Le the staple item of diefywhilst
i in the west,root crops predominate,
i
: ne fclliowing are lists o ops nlantad
% ind food gathered fron the bush,
i ultivated solleeted
,; - e e e— - — - ——
E 340 Tulip
e am S NEZO
mi I
\ aro S0
f ' “ olly > V
el e waplcin (recent
{ nana
i 'gev 1ouato »
b JJ)
Wbicag )= 1
Pullp ) ar
1 18 fruit
A1 © root crope listed here are indigenous
to the area anc compare w avourably In size and quality with those
»f othexr a8 o
sport and comaunications
4 wegateany comnerelal ceropovin in Che forsesable Muturs.There
e . are no major roads in the are: >r is tThere any XXRXX likellhood
s of there belng so for so cons3i ] meyand the cost uf
; atr freight of any natlive L1 be prohioifive,Zo add Go this,
«* the people are at pressnt 1 primitive ltward state,and The
.‘; svl ;abllity of ¢ ground for cash eropning is an wiknown guantity.
L lowever,I Teel Chers 1s a need S0 lmprave
the subsistence diet of the people "y tie introduction of better
3 $ypes of root crops.liot only would suc 1ove lamprove the die®
of the peopleybut it would als } OTO OL f our good intentions :
\;> / hem, 1! 1 reé in mind is the distribution of sesd Racd
lawak Sub=Distriets to selected
» trial,and 1T it ;
G Domesticated pigs are not comaon in the
‘ red, 1 1thou occassional'y a wild suclkling is found in ‘the bush
‘ 1 VPJ and domesticated.fuvever the bush abounds In wild pigs,and these areg - _
' U;j.' hunted e tensively.(ther useful Gontribug¢ionus to the protein intaie 5 !
R of these poople are made by hunting the flluow-ng forns of wild l=life i
’ w..ieh are plentiful in the surrounding bush - bundicoots,bush fowl, ¥
cus cus,fl 4.1 13 19, 8nal 111laby,pid: uons nd hornbills

CENSUS AND

v L
girist

Samanai /0.1 an g hift 0 witl 1n
tvo hours walking time from Gresn live ipur rith ‘.'. 3 10'
from Amanab and three hours fron the necrest Aaar
Wosera villege i epors o int 0 joii ;;-;e ,am.n..i.;.;zon;go
viliage io L0883 O uri 1 ¢ Iuri Census division of
Green hiVQr,‘tz L,ft‘, w elosest wviilage in
the Faringi [ In Che ig. s clrcounstancas,l recomueng




fron the old Paringi division,
oW 14 2 Pigla.,During this patrol I
aiscovered the )y the loecils Ama ndany,and that
warlp is the name given to it by the people to the south.i 1so
r farifari Pigia are names given to a group of hamle%s (
have called by theé generie nane Kwari 1‘1“4 }y people to ‘the
names I obtained for these hanlets are Nimbaimoro,Xambwi,
ind Urufun, The fol :w'i_:x; table ‘ﬁar"’_:.& ¢ the position of
! rect hamlet names,in relation €0 new correct hamiat
5 -~ * t . -4 -~

in

4 5 el d 3
rst thr to be included in
st ,to be included in the

Correct Hamlet

Farifari
Pigia
Kwariran
Huguman

Kvwarim:

n

SN

fhis
four Nrow‘",VLZ.TVﬁriggnﬂmr

£ ‘7 a0

&) » Y
il oo

new N: aringi
Wamu, lioe1 -.,.L,,J.LI‘.L
KwarimangFisi, Purum

).}

Jiviaion
rLZLiaﬁw &;igi,
ungyseneigl

sd

anld

(.~~ ‘3(1

This has not
complete unit and co.uuqu:nviy it is

comparison wttkx of earlier figures

»
'

deaths ever births of ¥
people whose res nc

epidenie of inf]

2

s thoug
;0{,&nd

ST

at.
o Ll

11

1 which has I

Further to Amandan an warinan, tvo other groups
rere censused for the first Cimg,viz.l' .9l and Purwaun.Fisi 1s an
isolated hamlet,max the vili.agérs of "chi s toutly maintain they
are not part of either 'uxri1an or Purum “"onpﬁ,whilst Puruamun
is the generic name for threc haml~’g,S u.L,‘ll 1ty Telva and HMambd§
somatines ealled Purunun No.s 1,. 3)e

out of
an, Fisi

population of 392, c0n311 r 392 to be too small a population group
to be classified as a separuce census division,and I recommend

the remaindsr of the Faringi Group @ includad in the Nal Division
and the combined division be Xnown a® &the Hai/Paringi Division. '

‘urther chunges to
yiaka und Igasi Villages, foraerly ce:
censused EX together as The two wvilie

. eombined village known 3laka,Also
’ 30 ‘~ 3 » L ant

31¢~e,u:‘\n1 bnuifal,dman

[‘\

v.r"

¥i

c¢ivision shows a population ﬂ’ 1172, Thera™Es 2 natu
108t of
who

-
#

( Himbaimord
( Iambwi

(" dararal

{ Urufun

-V 3
Wil

ol1d
Purunu.

Faringl Diwvisior
1th a tofal

£ hatel

m‘ﬂi‘., ' als M?\t

st ol

1sus®tl separalely have Dow been
'e8 are quite close,and the
Seneigl and Unufwal have
1wabi respectively.
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lowing vi
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Bealth of villagers ap;
pibriari,Unufwal -nd Se

,\\
daring 1999 and anti-va. s injections ere given to aproxinately 751

of all villeges in these four villar

4+6,although most of the
low and who were casy prey .o an influenza epldenic that has passed

mT 117 [ 1 T vy
Slder i \sibis FAINL) Bl i lad il
——

M. 41

lelgl have been visited by up,

~J

-~
.

-

-

deaths vere old people whose 1
3

o
’

through the area.

JC— l). Oo G{n l
<

JE _1999/60

fthroughout the area (Mai/Faringi Division) the®
cared to be satisfactory.our v llages, Altrani

A native hospital orderly accoupanied the patrol
throughout,ani all thise who presented themselves fop census,were
inspacted Dy himyThe most eommon affl ction seemed to be skin
deseasas.Very f. v sore were seen .

[here was a natural decrcase of deaths over births of
sistance was
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In Repl
Please Quote

No. 31=1/952
District Office,
Sepik District,
'.u. ...\\2; ™

23rd November, 1959

The Director
Department of Native Affairs,

KONEDOBU.

SPLCIAL RAEPORT - AMANAB - NO., 1/959-60

For your information I forward report of a specilal
patrol through the KWOMTARI division, AMANAD area, undertaken
by Mr. Corrigan, Patrol Officer,

CARGO CULT. This minor outbseak is similar to those
cpasmodic autistic outbursts throughout the District, As
mentioned in other reports we must expect an increase in these
movements, With more natives from unsophisticated areas visiting
centres of development as labour, and having no education back
ground to understand such development, they return to their
uninviting home areas with a sense of frustration: This manifests
itself in an absorbtion of phantasy tcthe exclusion of interest in

reality.

In areas such as Green River/Amanab, the only thing we
can presently offer the people is the opportunity tc hecome
available as unskilled labour «o ga-n some monetary return.

Mr. Currigan's action in instigating cou.t proceedings
against the instigator, instead of ridiculing the whole setup,
appears to be based on the realizalion that BUKU's actlions were

depriving the populace of a chance of bettering themselves
financially. His report of the movement and justification for
the course taken is very full, and it is obvious that consideration

has been given before action was taken.
The defendant in this case 1is

HCMICIDE « %Ag%g%ALﬂA:
now awaiting s trlal a e sittings of the Supreme Court

scheduled at the end of this month.

Mr., Corrigan has submitted a well thought out report of
a patrol through comparatively difficult terrain.

Claims for patrol allowance a
£ Loanny
¥ (A, T, CAREY)

ACTING DISTRICT OFFICER

Enclse.

CoCe Assisiant District Officer, Ambunti.

enclosed for payment,please,
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67-5-21

dth December, 1959.

The Metrict Orei cer,
Jeplk Distriet,
TEWAK .

S:CECIAL EEPOR

It ia about as optimistic te expect a
sudden cessation of cultiem 1or people of the
AMANAB, who can be regarded as semi-sophi stiecates,
a8 1% is to hope for an imrediato desiestance of
tribal warfare amengst barbariane just becmuse a
few outbrenks are mccessfully o ed.

Kr. Corrigon has expressed his own point of
view in an extrenely capable manner. However, I cannet
g @ %t a "threat to #ie oxioting traditional forms
of soclal and political control” is nocessarily a bad
thing in itself. Tt night be connidered that he
himgelf is such a throat,md we hope that all of ficers
are, in dealing with such a people whose general
standard of living he go expertly dcascribes.

There is always the danger that the people
will concider that BUXU was iaprisoned beca.es he was

ceapable of causing the death of MAXO.

Mumk-mmaninnomgai-or
Mr. Corrigan, whose very good repert makes cleaxr
that he Was tone quite a job under physically di2ficult
circumstonces and acted magisterialiy in accordance
with his conscience. Refer Circular Instruction
No.37/59-60 and ettachment thereto.

Contingencies are returned for payment within
the Dis%Tict.
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31-1/952

District Jffice,
Sepik District,
WEWAK,

23rd November, 1959
The Director
Department o% Natlve Affairs,
;(;UL\ L‘AUU&' g N

S$PECIAL

REPORT « AMANA

For your informat.on I forwasd repcrt of a special
patrol through the KWOMTARI division, AMANAB area, undartaken
by Mr, Corrigan, Patrol. .&ficer,

CAlwiO CUJT, This mlnor outbreak is similar to those
spasmodie autistic outbursts throughout the District, Ag
mentlioned in other reports we must expect an lncrease in these
movements, With wore natives from unsophisticated areas visit
cencres of developaent as labour, and having no education back
ground to underst:nd such development, they return to their
uninviting howe areas with a sense of frustration: This manifests

itself in an absorbtion of phantasy tothe exclusion of interest in
reality,

in area: such as Green River/Amanab, the only thing we
nan presently ofler the people is the opportunity to become
available as unskilled labour to gain some monetary return.

Mr, Corrigan's action in instigating court proceedings
against the instigator, instead of ridiculing the whole setup,
appears to be based on the rvallzation that LDUKU's actions were
depriving the populace of a chance of bettering themselves
financially. His report of the movement and justification for
the course taken is very full, and it is obvious that ¢onslderacion
has tcen given before action was taken.

HQg*CIDE - MAHAKWAINA: The defendant in this cace is
now awaiting s trial at @ sittings of the Supreme Court
scheduled at the end of this month,

Ar, Corrigan has submitted a well thought out report of
a patrol through comparatively difficult terrain,

Claims f{or patrol allowance are enclosed for payment,please,

; . » & - ‘
(A. T, CARFY)
ACLING DILSTIICT O™7ICER

Ercls.

ceCo. Assistant District Officer, Aubunti.

Pronmw WWETRNES—.
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Patrol Post,

AM
§epie ﬁistrict.

20th. Betobar,1959.

The Dlsiriet Officer,

Patrol ecoaducted by: J.C.Corrigan,P.0.Gr.1,

Arca patrollied: Parts of KWOMTARI and Ba:t
KWOMTARI Census Divisions,

Patrol. Personnels Constables R.P.& N.G.C.

Eight to S8ix.
Carriers Eighty to Thirty our.
Native Medical Orderly cne.

Puration: From 14/9/59 *o 17/9/59

From 22/9/59 to 3/10/59
Number of Dayst Bt tocn.
bject of Patrols 1. Furniturs Up_ift to AMANAB.

2.Investigation Cargo Cult
KWOMTARI Div sion
jeiiurder Invescigationy,Bast

skuxeheds KWOMTART.
Attached: 4 Miles to fnch AITAPE
Strat Map.
>
LR L B I RN N Y
J.C.Corrigan P.0.Gr,.1

n-=Charge AMANAB P.P.

v ——



A 9
l

L |
f {
" le
!

i
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initiakly
This patroi had as 1is sole object,the Lplift of
half dozen items of heavy furniture froau the transit depot of
GREEN SIVER to the newly establisied patrol post at AMANAB, traversing
the eastern limits of the Border )ountains,I accompanies] the
carriers on this journey fox the lolilowing reasons.

1.A degtee to see the furniture arrive intaet: and,

2,This particular area,although being classified as
fully under control and having cipericnced aluost tea years of
intermittent Administration contact,was considered by myself to
lack a sufficient degree of establishod law and order to permit
a party of seventy carriers to pass through this area without
adequute escort,The carriers Jere from the GREEN RIVER area and
were gquite foreign to the natives of the Porder Mountains - mistrus.
and suspiecion exist on both sides - and in view of this,ayselfl
and eight police accompanied the carriers through this area .,

Fiom QREEN RIVER to AMANAB,the patrol traversed tha
forrested Sepik Plains in a north easterly direction,and then
move? north westyover the limits of the Border Mountains,country
consisting of limestone foothilds interlaced with many narraw
swift flowing creeks,to arrive at AMALAB after four days,his part
of the patrol procee&.d without the oecurrence of any noteworthy

inecidents,

Upon arrival at AMANAB I was informed by the cunstable

in charge of tno AMANAB detachment that he had receivedi reports
of a'eargo'cult existing in the KWOMTARI Census Division,and that
a murder had taken place in the East KWOMTARI Liwision.

After a break of four days,during vhich time the
furntture was installed in my house,the GREEN RIVER carriers paid
and deslpatched under escort back to the GRSEN RIVER area,l recruited
a eirrier line of 3+ locals and departed AMANAB ©o investigate

these raports,

DIARY

Deperted GRESN BIVZa 1020sarrived ANIIT Vill ‘e 1615,
Road swampy,but considering just how bad it can beycarriurs
progressed ﬁettor than I expected.Slept in AMINI Rest House.

Walking tise + Mars,56mins,

ZTugsday. ! u.CeptenbeX.

Departed AM NI 0815sarrived BIAKA 1435.Fair though
steep track(especially so close %o BIAKA )necessitated many
spells and walking time twice that normally taken.Slept BIAKA,

Walking time:5hrs,22mins.

lednesdav.16th, Septenber.

sparted BIAKA 095! arrived BARIBARI 10600,
Lep ARIBARIValking time 3 Shrs, 1ins.
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Inursdayv,17&h, Septenber,1933. k
Departed BARIBARI 0800 : arrived WAMU 1155. |
Walking time : 3hrs.30min.
Departed WAMU 1215 : arrived AMANAB 1900, |

Walking time : Shrs,.48ains,

: do h 21 D22,

At Amanab,

Tuesday,22nd. September-

Departed AMANAP 1143, IASBU Ck. 1210
WOFINERT village 1230,0WENIAK Village 1400,IAUF Ck. 1455,Signi b,
1610, PINOP Ck., 1620,arrived MOURL Villige 1715, village deserted:
camped night,

Walking time % hrs,37ains.

W 23 .

Departed MOURI 0850,Ap Ck., 1023,EBAPI R.
1035. Crossed BAPI,police dwkmghmixim despatched to find road to
KWOMTARI : returned 1125,Depart BAPI crossing 1125 arrived bush
hamlet 1245,deserted: depart hamlet 1300, Arrived new KWOMTARI
Village site 1330:site deserteds camp set up.Villagers arrived late
in afternoon,Conducted investigation into cargo cult report.

Walking time : 3hrs,25mins.

Ihursday,2tth, September.

At new XWOMTARI site.Continued investigation
into wvillage .nrest during morning, In afternoon ,before assembled
villezers,conducted hearing ir Court for Native Affairs,Conviction

recorded against BUKU IMARU under 83 (b) NARs,An atteapt nade to
get across Administration views on such unrest.

Ipidav,25th.Soptenbersa1939.

Departed KWOMTARI Site 0820,arrived
SUKURA R. erossing 1000s river srossed 1017:PALABU Ck.1028:arrived
asbandoned KWOMTARI site 1040.D« iart old site 1100,Arrived BAIBERI
village 124%0O:depart 1425 after talk with villagers.Arrived fAU'URI
Village 1755 after passage from BAIBERI throu gh Sago swvamp.Camped
YAU'URI

Walking time : 7hrs 13 mins,

Departed YAU'URI 0840,arrived headwaters
URAINT R, O9%2.Depart URAINU .. 0955 arrived old GURIASO village site
1042, Villagars in rasidence,told %o assea’'e at new site.Arrived
new site 1150.During afternoon conducted investigation into murder
of female WEYQ of GURIASO.
Walking time 3 2hrs. Smins.

sundav,2txx 2Fth, September.

Patrol carriers resjed ~ self and taree
Depart GURIASO 11%5:MARAGINI 1325:depart

ylice to MARAGINI Village.
ARAGINI 15253GURIASO 1745,

Walking time : 3 hrs,.35ains,
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37 s arrived old site 1030jdepart old site
1C3%sAreived east bank c¢f URAINE R.which was followed until 1430
vhen it was crossed.Departed URAINU crossing 1445,S8ighted SEBNU R.
at 1525 when its east bank was followed until the srossing was
ree~hed at 1620, Camped at River crossing.

Walkin time : 6hrs.7mins,

Iuesdayv,29th, Soptegber.

SENU at this point much broacer than further
upstream due to confluence of GEDIK River.Necessary to make large
raft,SENU crossed 0928.0n west bank start of road to WURITREI,as
yet an uncontacted village further south.Depart SENU crossing 0926,
Arrived MARAXWAT A Village 1122,Mixed reception : upon arrival
several villagers took to the bush.After friendl, ErzaugEsswiz
relations established with those remaining in village,camp made

and investigatio2 made inBo GURIASO murder,later AHJKBU of
MARAKWAINA takszn into custody on charge of unlawful Killing,

Walking time : 1 hr.%+ ains.
Wednesda ot pte .

Departed MARAKWAINA 0807:cros:zed Difa Ck.
three times between 0907 and 0930.Country traversed consists of
lowland plains covered with rain forest with occassional patches
of sago swamp.Arrived KARAPONI 1323.Villagors in residence,
accorded fehednly welcome,many repatriated labourers present.
Talk given to assembled males on future Administration intentions

in Bheir area.Camp set up.
Walking cime 4% hrs.40 mins,
T S 1 C ber.

Departed KARAPONI 0C15:MARA Ck, 0903: WABI Ck

0911: 0925 AIESKU Ck, 0925.Country beginning to rise 0913,Arrived
TARA Village in YAGRONBR HILLS after short steecp elimb at 0935.
Viilage deserted except for twc skeletons laid out on platforms.
Comgass bearings takem on known points.Depart TARA 1000, LAU Cik,
1138:M AITARU garden hamlet 1220,several persons present,no
signs of animosity:depart 124%5sWOVIEI Ck.1500: IMA ck.1507.Arrived
NUGENI hamlet 1620.Many delays from TARA to NUGENI due to tracks
beecoming obseured.Depart NUGENI 1620 arrived new MANGO 1735.
Camped at this place for night :loeals brought in small amonnt
of food.

Walking time Ghrs.%7 ains,

friday.cnd.Oclober,

Departed new MANGO 0828 arrived SUKURA R.
090%jcrossed river and depar .ed west bank 09%0: road iollows river
bank for two hours,duting which tiase YAGRONERS visiole in distance.
Arrived MANGO Nx Earden site 1130 sarr’ ed at and crossed BAPI R.
1243, YEBIEI Ck.13%5:MOURI Village 1455.1 ature patrols departing

new MANGO are advised to proceedd to site used by locals to
assemble for census further north om EAST bank of SUKURA and
proceed from thets to MOURI with a reliable guide.Route taken
by this patrol far téo lomg.

Walking tine : Shrs.19mias.

TAUF Ck, O9%0,.Arrived AMANAB 1230.From MOURI to AMANAB a new

route was takxen which bypasses OWENIAK and WOFINERI.This route is

easier going than established route.1300 patrol stood down.
Walking %ime % hrs,23 mins.

Departed MOURI 0815:Frai Ck,0842:PINOP Ck.0922

e
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CARGO CULY KWOMTARI
Description of Forg of Cult

On the afternoon of the secong aay out from
AMANAB the patrol became temporarily lost after gppssing the BAPI
River,and following a bush pad for one hmr,arri,,4 at an unidentifed
deserted bush Lamlet.It was decided to .ocnd th .ight at this ,
hamlet as it showed signs of being lived in on that day and 1t was
loped that guldes could be obtained for the follewing day's
Jjourney.An attempt to contaet the villagers was made ana two hours Xxks
later a group of six men arrived,who informed me that this site
was to be the new settlement for KWOMTARI Village, gaying that

they had abandoned their old village si*,: some d(2zance avay,

On questioning,this group at first denied any
knowlwdge of the existence of a eult but later,after further
questioning ,when I revealed thc source of ay in!brmation,admitted
that one man,BUKU,had spoken of cargo fop KWOMTARI.

The report on which , was actin% was given
to the eonstable in charge of the police detachment at AMANAB,by ‘
a native assistant Co cne of the reppuit.mg fyom INMT Mhis person

alledged he _ad secured understand{ gs t ,» a number ¢ natives {

from the area administered from AMANAB,amongst these two natives, ! |
ons from KWOMTARI and another from MAN&O,to accompany him on the

return trip to LUMI,there to sign as indentured labourers.He had

consolidated this understanding by gifts of knives, |

After obtaining these two from the XKWOMTARI
Division,the assistant then moved on to villages in tne NAI and !
AMANAB Divisions travelling in a eirele to arrive gt YAU'URI in
the EAST KWOMT RI Division, |

Whilst at YAU'URI, the assistant alledged the
natibes from the KWOMTARI Division ppturnud the gifts he had given
them,saying they were not going to womour thoir wder.vandings
with him,but were returning to their villages.When the assistant ;
asked for an explanation,thay sald a man named BjEP had sent word to 5
them that grea" things ere going to happen %o py®MTARI and its ;
villagers,and that thossz things were to centre o. the sudden ard !
niraculous appearence of cargo from the nether world of the spirits. |
They claimed that this man RUKU satd he was to liberste the cargo, '
and was appointed by the spirits of the ancestors as Overlord of I

|
|
!

KWOMTARI,

In his position of Overlord,they said BUKU
had forbade them to go to LUMI under pain of }orfoiture of their |
share of the ecargo,and of death brouht about by the spirits of i
the ancestors through BUKU's intereession.In the face »f those |
threats,the recruiter‘s assistant lost his two potential rezruits. 5

|

As a result of my quaestioning of the first
group of villagers to arrive at XWOMTARI,I xprix obtained several
atatements,ineluding a statement by MAKLO,one of the natives who
at first agreed and then declined to accompany the secruiter's 1
assistant to LUMI.Later towards the evening,BUKU arrived and when
accused of being the author of the cult at first denied he was the )
author of the euit,vut when confronted with the statements of the
others he relented and admitied the truth of the accusation.The ‘4
following is BUKU's statement.

"Yhen I was at SAMO Pltn, (New Ireland),the

spirit of KJULBAI,a deceased male celative of mine, J
came to me whilst I was asleep and enticed my spirit

to go with him along a road.After travelling along

this roudzvh came to a hole in the ground covered .
by a ship's teh.As soon as we arrived there,this

hateh opened and the man in chargs of the underworld

appeared.I could sce through the hatch,European stlye
houses, jeeps,and flags.I could'nt see any more as it
was only a small hole through which I looked.




The Man in charge gaid ¢o me,'you can't come down
insidejyou have'nt died yet.Whean yuu die completely,i.e.
when your body becomes decomposed,then you can come inside!

Ou another occassion,at KVOMTARI,my spirit =gain
became detatched from my body and went along this re2d to
the underworld ~utammm entrancs.The man in charge of the
underworld then informed me that upon my death,l would be
able to open the road to the curgo,and that ail the cargo
would go on top to KWOMTARI and all those afi KWOMTARI
would benefit from it,

Jn .his oecassion the man in charge of X¥@Xx the
underworld had told me that I was to become the overlord of
KWOMTARI and those persons who did not obey my instructions,
would not receive cargo.

When MAK) went away with the boss-boy from LUMI,T told
hin to come back.I said that if he went to the station,then
he would not be able to come back,The King of the Underworld
had told me that when I open the road for the cargo,my old

body would be replaced with a new one,and that KWOMPARI
would be changed beyond recognition.Any person who was away
working at a station would not kmow the location of the

new KWOMTARI and would thus be dénied his share of the
cargo.I uid not say to MAKO that I would cause his death."

-

When questioned as to whether they had abandoned the old
village in favour of the new site because of the talk of cargo,
all villagers were adamant that this had rothing to do with the
transfer,They had shifted their vilage because of sickness, they
claimec.In point of fact,this ehange of site is for the betler as
there is better gardoni:z E::nnd about this =ite than there was
about their old site , possibilitiés for a road link with
the Border Mountains are better.The natlves of this area are
eontinually changeing village sites ,and I do not attach any
great significance to the KWOMTARI cﬁango in the light of this
occurrence of cargo culft.

As seen from BUKU's statement,he deneled any uttergncs
of a threat of death to MAKO.However,there were at least six
natives from KWOMTARI,one of whom was BUKU's blood brother,who
D e that BUKD threatened MAKO with death per medium of the
spirit world.

The history of iuropean centact with these people goes
back,as far as I can Ascertain,to around 1950.1 have heard rumours
from several Eurqpeans that an oll search company was operating in
the area pre-war,but I have found no written facts to substantiate
this sXatm rumour:s e natives of the area deney any knowledge of thm
yangupux such a venture,They claim their first Buropean contacts
ummewere two DNA patrols,one from VANIMO and one from GABEN RIVER,
which met up at KWONTARI around 19%9 or 1950,After this initial
contact,they claim that recruiters' assistants from LUMI began %o
wove through the area.As (reen River was not established until
apound 1949 or 1950,an informed guess would fix the time of leparture
of the first line of recruits fro. the area at around 1951,

AUKU'S history reveals that he spent two years on §
olantation inthe MADANG area,an 1rea whieh is not ~ious for its
spasmodic outbreaks of eultivistic setivities,and chere it is

possible that he absorbed some of the theory an nractice of cargo
sults.Futther %c this ,he spent some time on a ‘LiJGL?iQM n the
flew Ireland District,and there admits he discussed his srirAtS_
dventures in the nether world with a native from the DREIKIKIR

area whon he eclaims also had cultivistiec 1vtions.

oy
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The natural environment of the KWOMTARI area is not one

inducive to hope for advancement ,whethar it be socialg political
or econonic,Of course BUKJ cannof see or conceive of advancement
consisting of such empirical ecouponents as the three I have given
above:he just has'nt had the contact to be carable of doing so.Rather,
he sees advancement as the aequisition of all the good things of the
Buropneans being attained without the expenditure of téo much effort.
The terrain consists of extensive sago swamps and vast tracts of
lowland swamp foresgs.The natives of the abea have not evolved

very effigient gardening technique,and sago is the staple of the diet,
dtxtx To a man recently returned fromthe relatively advanced coastal
districts,where he sees the native peoples far more advanced t.an
those in his village area,the gulf between the present level of

his people and the idoal{stic level which he hopes they will
eventuslly reachy,would se»m hopelessly wide.This outbreak of cargo
cult is,I consider,simply a frustrated desire for advancement

according to the lights of this relatively primitive area,brought on
by the dismal and depressing piecture of traditional village life.

If BUKU had only spoken of the coming of the cargo,of howit
was to come and by whom,then all that mumlig could be done would be
to make an appeal to logie,and propagandg regarding future Administratior
activities in the area sueh as road bui) 44ng activities,consolidation
of dwelling houses in %ho gardens into a central site,increased
village sanitation,and provision of adequate medical services.In
fact this was done,but only so far as presept resources would peramit -
I wish to point oui that no promises wePe made concerning agricultural
e tension activities,and nothing wss promised that could not be achleved
without overstepping the bounds of the p,ymal process of consolidation
of Administration inrluence in the area,

The faet remains,however,that it was proved that BUXU made a
threat upon the life of a particular person - albeiti that the threat
wvas to be carried out per medium of the spirit world - but such is
the power of suverstition and belief in the supernatural and spiritual
realms amongst these people,that it was g very real and frihtening
threat.In view of the signilicance of this incident,I considered
that 5UKU's entire doctrine was dangerous,not only having a perverse
effect on future Administration activitkes gimed at bringing about
improvenants within KWOMTARI soclety,but inevitably leading %o
nmaterial and spiritual backwardness under BUKU's domination of
traditional vill.age activitahes.

In aceordance with this view.I assembled all tie villagers
present,numbering some thirty perso..s,and in thei® hearing a case
was brought against SUKU under Reg.B8%3(b) NARs.The villagers heard
statements made by their fellow villagers substantiating the charge,
and I attempted to erplain why BUKU was gharged with this offence.

Here I will endeavour to show that'trouble amongst the people '
consisted in BUKU's attempt to dominate village life.Just how far his
attempt had suece»ded can be seen in his ability to issue a command
gufficient in strength and implication to cause a young man to abandon
what is a strong desire amongst thcese people to aign on as an indehtured
labourer,to see the world,and acquire the thin venger of prestige
accorded by these people %n repatriated labourers,

Such a domirnation is an unutural element in the social and
solitical weave of a group such as the KWOMTARIS ,and if allowed to
go unhampered would supplant to a large extent,the traditional forms
of soeial and pdlitical control,the sanetlions and obligations
associated with seeiz]l ard cultural relationships between individuals

within the society.
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[t is my view that the only changes that should take place in the
forms of social and political control are in those forms that are
rejmgnant and in direct contmast to principles of humanity and
Christian morality,such as sorcery assaults,adultery and threats,

With thece people 1t 1is too early %o think of any other chhnge.BUKU'S
attempt to impose his will and domination over tne people per medium

f persuading the people to believe in his vision of future 'easy'
wealth,is a radieal attempt at change,is harmful in that it is a threat
to the existing tradidional forms of social and political control,and
must be viewed with coneern,

For these reasons,I felt it necessary to convict BUKU on a charge
of spreading falsa reports giving »ise to trouble amongst the people,
and accordingly he was sentenced to three months imprisonment.

Measures to 4Yrad te Belief in the Cult and to Prevengt Fut 4

DIAE¥Xsd4RNS Imprisoning the author of this cult is not in itself
sufficient %, persuade thesepeople to renounce their belief in the
veracity of its principles.All that it does is to show that the
Administration does not approve of such beliefs and is active,where
ever possible,in supprescing them.Whilst I was at KWOMTARI,I attempted
to explain why belief in BUKU's doetrine was harmful,and this
explanation followed along the lines given under the last sub-heading.

Words are all very well,but nothing can supplant 7visible material
lmprovements, Ffurther patrols to the area will bring about improvements
invillage 1life such as the centralisation of dwelling houses into larger
settlementd,mediecal patrols will do much to improve the health of these
people,at presant sub-standard (there is a medical patrol in the area
at the moment),and it is hoped that some assistance can be given tc
these people in improving their suusistence diet,by the introduction
of new crops,getting away from wholesale Cousunpzion of sago.

The question of cash crops,of course does not arise in the forseeable

future and no mention was made conserning them to the villapgers,Before
there can be a question ¢f cash crops,there must be a means whereby

the praesent isolation of the area e¢an be terminated.Should the roads
centre on AMANAB,using AMANAB as a base for air transportstionjor
should & trunk road be made %o VANIMO for coastal transport,orto

GREEN KIVER for river transport ? These,of course,are questions for the
future and it would not be pertinent to 1liscuss tﬁon in a report such
as this,

l'or the present,I consider that a road shomtld be constructed

to landrover standards,from the Plains area to AMANAB,not for reasons
of a future economie development,but to eliminate e present
15012{10n of the area,and to glve Eho natives of the area an opportunity
to devote tieir energy and th te sueh a project, thereby making
a conscious and visible effort at advancemert,and getting awvay from
thought patterns associated with cargo cult beliefs.As soon as I have
completed a large amount of the basie work yet to be undertaken at
AMANAB to transforam it into a fully funetioning patrol post,and

kave gained some knowledge of cther parts of the AMANAZ area,T will
revisit the KWOMTARI Division,and debote some attention to the
nossibilities of a road linking the Plains to AMANAB,

JLLEGAL HOMICIDE MARAKWATNA

After I had completed the investigation into the XWOMTARI
eult, I procseded to GURIASO Village,the village of the victim
invoivsi in the killing.By an earller report,I had been informed
that the suspect was from MARAGINI Village,only 15 hours nurth of
GURIASO.On arrival at GURIASO,however,I discovered that the suspect's
village was MARAKWAINA,and chat it was situated two days walk from
GURIASO to the south west.I was also informed that the area had not
been visited previously by an Administration patrol.However,recraiters'’
assistants had been aetive in the area and contact had been made per
medium of the indentured labour system
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The country Irom KWOMTARI to MARAKWAINA consists of
flat forested plains with intemmittent sago swamps,cut by several
large and swifly flowing rivers,all running into the Sepik.O0f
these, the Senu below GURTAS0 proved impgssgble to ford,and it was
found necessary to raft the patrol across it.

After departing MARAKWAINA,th: patprol routyg lay north-west
passing from south to north thro the YACGRONER Hy.LS,limestone
pinacles jutting from the plains,back across the plains,into the
foothills of the BORDER Mts.yand finally AMANAR.

The results of the investigation into the MARAKWAINA
nurder resulted in the accused being convicted for gentence
before the Suprcme Court,shortly to be hejj in WEWjy,The following
are the facts of the case simply stated.,

The vietim was seduced by the accused's sou to live with
hin at MARAKWAINA,echorting her to forsake her husband and child
at GURIAS0.The vietim at first was X willing but later suffered
from the pangs of her conscience.When she let it be known she was
returning to her husband,the accused became enraged at her
rejection of his son,and suffered an insuit,r=al or imaginery to
hi5 pride.Upon the vietim insisting she was returnine to GURTASO,
the accused " st all self-comt®ol,and speared her through the leg,
3evorin§ her Jmoral artery and eausing her to bieed to death.The
accused's action was deliherate homiecide,and the fact that he was
orovoked and = native from a primitive adea,doss not detract that
hls actions amounted to dold-blooded and cowardl s murder.

EXREXKTESRASKEX UNPSHETRARED TER: 205y SOUTH OF KARAPONT

As a regult of my travels through the area,I visited three
nev viilages,viz. ,MARAKWAINA, KARAPONI TARA.Friendly relations

and
were es~ablished at the fu'sl two vuhgos,tho latter being deserted

the time of my visit.WhilsS in the grea.Il received reports of a
oo centration pf population which I estimate to be about six
hundred to the south of KARAPONI,These reports will be investigated
fully auring thg next patrol to the EAST EKWOMTARI Division.

revsssamreny

J.C.,Corrigan P.0. Gr.1

yfficer -~ in - Charge, AMANAB.






