THE 1954 TRAVELS
OF
AND MARY FLETCHER
WITH

DAUGHTER CATHERINE TAYLOR
AND
GRANDDAUGHTER MARY CATHERINE TAYLOR

Nerth Cape
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Tuesday, May 10th
The years since 1926 when we
All red single

from ladrid to Darcelona have still two simil
feet and mountains form the back drop for the cit

grandchildren of the yellow Genista (Scoteh Droom)

t
cant land on the slopes much as is happening in Grossmont.
popples are just now coming inte bloonm.

Barcelona is the second city ia size in Spain,

motored in two
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others set out oo & Cook's tour,
still in use,
as they are all called--they hod




lallax No. J

Fridey and Ssturday, May 21-22

Dear All:

Dad is upstairs writing postoards. Its a clear, sunny day and nice and warm,

Mary is probably in the pool or else playing in a ping pong game. She played
fle board and seemed to win as 1 heard Mr. White tell her she was “no

lady”.
!ut.oihy was a great day. It had poured in the night and various showers made
it obl to carry raincoast.etc, on the trip to Pompeli--we never saw the

top of Yesuvius all day but it did not rain when the 1% hour stop was made for
touring (on foot) at Pompeii. Of course I did mot try to make it but twice be-
I have., The excavation work is still going on. Dad weat 1o anu oo
movies but soon came out, From there we weat over the mountains to Vietri on
the old military road. We were at 1700 feet st highest point with the mountains
often S000 feet altitude above us, At Vietri we jolned the Amalfi drive and for
two hours enjoyed its matchless beautry.

?

At 2 o'clock we reached liotel Catarina almost at the point we turmed morth again
and toward Naples. “e had a short shower here but 104 in American money provi-
ded unbrellas held by men and we enjoyed a fine lunch and light wine--the sun
decided to come half-way out and Ed and Mary took movies and slides.

There were over 40 in our busses (3 large Cook Tour bus loads from ours and
other lll” in pﬂ.).

many towns bullt origisally 600 years before Christ--mountains as a
back drop all around--vineyards such as you mever dreemed of--gardens full of
potatoes which are always here eaten new, beautiful artichokes inm all stages,
corn about a foot high now, pease being canned at presenst, lettuce, beans of
all kinds and stages of development, etc., ‘e had cherries and logquots and
saw green apricots, msedium sweet oranges and very large, puffy lemons. Lots of
being made-~the hives belng on a frame work over trees in the orange or-
and over the hive a small poluted roof (why I did nmot know .

We had S50 minutes to shop in Sorrento and 20 minutes in Naples proper--we re-
turned to the ship Just in time for 7 o'clock salling--in fact we were rastled
board as the tug to take us out was already there,

ope we get mail seon., Lots is coming in care of the EXeter.
Love to each and all,

« Which is now a clean city, except near the waterfroat, where, we are
two years more will be meeded to finish the housing projects (momey being
shed by the Marshall Plan which everywhere is praised by the people) . The
bombed during the war, are being rebuilt on other sites,

is “most snussal®~cool and rain so late--the old
sataroni, ete,. is no more--all now being done indoors Is
electric power drivea fans, ete,

on many of the turns (I heard there
bed for a long, smooth ride
and wo have sent you & radio as ™
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% have just had lunch. The sky is getting brighter after a slight overcast
earlier in the day.

I forgot to tell you that we shall see Lawrence and Lilian for an hour or so
in London also--they arrive there asbout June 5th and have to the
Savey llotel in London. We fly over Jume 12th, arrd about P..=.

believe and Lawresce says mow that they leave at 10 P 12the~
hope we can have dinmer together at our hotel--but we shall see later. We
shall stay at the Semerimis liotel! in Culro--Lawresce made reservatioas for
us there. ¥e go to Jean's for Sunday evealag supper and shall they
can have luncheoa with us or if we stay “"til 7 AN, trais
(which I doubt) have dimmer with us., It will mean getting wp
we stay ower,

Dad is taking a nap and I am finishing this to mall ia Alexandria. We can't
15@ our cameras near the docks but I hear we can in Calro--depends on how
they feel over there the day we arrive,

Everyone seems to be going to Derut--Daruit. or Dalinyl--three ways on three
differeat official maps--the latter beling used on Exeter tours,

e have diplomatic people——a Chinese woman with 3 boys and 1 girl all under
11 and over 4 years of age and very nice, ller husband is Dr, Ney and they
go to stay. Thea people who pass through to Arabd In foet it is the most
modern eity around heve, probably 45X Moslem and Christian and 1K min-
ture. The university is a fine one. Once I had ssionary cousin, Loulse
Simonds by hame, who taught here--a second cousian of my father's--my sister
was named for her,

Love to each and all and move again later,

s
:

o |

liother

May 25th
On Way to Deirut

Wo landed Sunday morning early, secured a private car and drove the 125
miles over a paved road, through a huadred miles of Yums sands, Ve took

zu-u of many small and large camels enroute. Ihat that need:
water from t:o Nile and I'm informed that there are two o:.::tmz hun-

that could be irrigated.

dred res

Then we eatered the Delta country with its wide canals, date orchards
splendid orange orchards and for miles nqctwluotail kinds; . ‘.
fangoes and tropical verdure. The donkeys, the Camel, the .ter Buffalo
:u“dom‘lhm-amodqumnummu

Most walking, but quite often two or three
women still wearing the veil and mearly all the men wear-

ing night gowns, so Mary Catherine says.
Wo first saw the pyremids miles sway through the date palms and what s

At one PN, we were at our hotel, the Semaramis--gorgeous high ceiling

The women took to the wine immediately. Soon
Mcﬂl'dh.waﬁt on the job as usual, .

lovely afterncoon taking in the city. The Mosque we visited
with its beauty, inside and out, The pletures will show
840 upon the work of those who dreased and built a thous-
hundred years ago.

we stayed in 1949--burned during the
hepherd Hotel is under constrwetion, alse
the banks of the Mile ite our
more sbout our visit in re later.

Or., Thomas Durns, U.S.N, came for us and
with Joan, Tom, as wall as the baby, & tes
wlu-olm in giving ws & good time

of the work being dom by the .
X A =¢ ng y U,5. Navy in ehecking

11i¢ in ol "
RS ool LSS snpeveuany oot suly ! Tous e



while ia the U.S, it is over 60, The Egyptd
ative of the cooperation from a health s
reandering Egypt at the preseant time, A

The next morning, Joan, right on time as usual,
across the buraing sands. Nother and Dad

showed Catherine and Mary Catherine through the
{oot olﬂnmaunndhltm“m
and alse his queen's.

se then visited the Sphiax. Catherine, Nary Catherine

ride as well as pletures mounting and dismounting with
backgrouad, "ait uatil you see the picture of Mary Catherine--
lot to see.

Then Catherine and Mary Catherine, with 2 guide, weat to the 5000 year old
Temple at the foot of the Sphinx with its beautiful alibaster floors and
alca strewn walls that glittered under a candles glow, Unfortumately it
was a religious heliday and we could not get {ato the Museum, but how well
Wother and | remember that visit ia 1949, particularly seeing the three
tombs of King Tut umcovered 15 or 20 years age.

s had 2 splendid lunch with Tom and Joan as guests and drask two quart
potiles of Riseling wine in asticipation of the coming event in Octeber—
and how proud they beth ave of it The best fun was taking the pictures
and seeing young Tommie, who they call Petie--he is a handsome devil, full
of life and chamm,

The alterncon speat nmqmmm-a-uxnnmum
to Nother to tell you what they did, I was taking a nap and needed It

1t five {ifteen our Cook's Tour men picked
s real sandstors for fifteen miles and arri
into the city closed as the city is still
guide zigged and zagged over the wi ldest
roads ever, passing thousands of Egyptiasas 1
sanitary conditions. Ve were mighty glad
as was 2 delightful buffet dimmer, and your

latiex No. S--Page J

are now guarding the Suez Canal. The other feat is that Isreel
miles away from the Suez Cumal, has its eye on expanding its “;:ldlm
itself, Isrsel is surrounded by the Arabs; s Lebanon, Syria
o Foo the e © utter Uiy o ki
or stop their ex .
from every indication, -

of Egypt is red, white and black--Red for blood, white for
a’hﬁ to represent the former King and former black history.

saw ex~King Farouk's yacht and his magnificent Alexandri
thnuu*u.odldmdthhmrnnlm“ ’

We are now headed for the lloly City--Jerusalem.

No mail awaiting in Cairo after checki t the 1
from Charlotte to Catherine, Did get z. l“bh. ast moment except a letter

As ever,

Ed



To the Children:

Je were uugnuummms-ms-wmz. a modern
city, well paved, attractive homes, relling hills, our fruits

and five or six miles inland another Grossmoat, while thirty miles
snowcapped mountains and where the Cedars of Lebamon grows--woaderful

and smother La Jolla with caves as well,

Je had a lovely four hour drive through the ecity with lumch at Edea Roo=-an-
other La Jolla Deach Club.

Lebanon--a little kingdom less thaan the size of San Diego County with a
=zillion two hundrved thousand population, five percent stian, forty-
five perceat eslem, all living happd with a Christian President,
Now an isdepeadeat nation, but usti] 1 or thirty years under Fremech rule.
Dierut is soted for its three Universities--French, American and Lebanese.
Thedir satiosalistic spirit, if anything, is stroager thaa

going over the mountains we had a close view of the Cedar of Lebanon and
almost too close of view of the snow-not over a humdred feet. Thea we
down to the valley and [lew low over the ancieat city of Damascus.

Our Stewardess poianted out to us the Valley of Mizpsh, the rui
w)ar and once capital of the lerods ia Syria, It, lemmen and
the Jordan River (Ve would have liked to see Damascus on the ground bat
ferred to see Jerusalem with our limited time. Ne saw Tiberias, the Sea
Galilee. and the sountains of Samaria. Thens
Jaricho aad the Dead Sea—1 should have had my truspet. Them the mountains

of GCilead 2ad the ruins of Jerash. .Je them headed for the mountains of Judea--

t. Nebo from whose heights Noses first saw the w Land, Msing steeply
shewa lariehs (2 the Yount of Teantation--Nount

Olives are alse clearly in view,

-
|
:
i

Jerusalem is 1n Jordan and part in lsrasel., %e found an armed truce
with the flag of Isrsel floating on the hpptop. e

of No-lan's Lande-saw the armies of Jordan and
of seldiers and almost every other able-bodied man carried
English paper that day asnounced that there had
bafore with several killed and wounded.

been drives out of lsrasel and over 200,000 were

cumped sround everywhere on the hillsides-a
iy bas a problen of its owm,

here 15 only an armed truce , but iscidents are
Israel has sore than two million tants

snergetic and fighting for more land and water frem

.‘.
R

and saw the well where the Wise Nen stopped to
e visited the Church of the Nativity built

and the Nanger and could see where it all had been.

siting the Garden Tomwb and then to the Old City

stations of the Cross; saw Solomon's Temple,
Gate saw the Russian excavations of

the lloly Sepulechre. e felt all was very

5
A
£

ervence of the Arab Notions, trying

stop Israel developing. In the msean-
time all these Nations are arming themselves, and everyone axpects more fight-

We had a surprise that scared us for a time when we were informed that we had
a visa to Jerusalem but none to back, and, oh boy! VYe had a time getting

y one hour leaving and it cost us S$17.00 to get out

onl
The women did a lot of shopping and so did Dad fn o small way. Ve would net




Jear Childrea:

As we ape veturaiag to Dedrut for a 36 hour stay thi

r
some idea of our experianves tnhﬂq. :
sarly ia the morning aand through Cook®s T
talns, across the fertile Plala of Amook
wtioch,

e found lskeaderus am attractive little city, similiar to Saa Diego in cli-
sate. fruits sad flowers but the ssow-capped mountains are miles
weay . o.m-m--—t:-.—mmm.mu.‘m in
length and surrounded by most fertile farms as far as the eye see. They
aad plasted Sycamore trees for over thirt miles sdth here and there pink
Oleanders, while growing wild the Poppy of Flanders, Purple Thistle and Yellow
Scotech Uroam.

mpnam.uwcmﬂnn-muudou—.u—-m
sost interesting.

MmMyaMmdemc—nsuﬂunﬁ-
blaffers. Dy law sow they cam oaly take om one wife. Some of them are now
soders i dress and most of them have abandoned the wveil. The colorful dresses
of the women and their ability to carry great loads 2n their head makes the

whole scene plcturesque.

the black sarket vas $5.00. I believe that they call dollars and cents lire
.dkilmo

1t sne Lime Damaseus. in earlier history, was the first city and Antioch second.
Our visit to the to

th
Mher rooms were
found in the =xeava
tine.
Our trip to the Ch:ﬂ
ing and thrilling,
of feot of tJ. The

which dida"t allew

There 15 » wmll vhose source
some interesting pletures and do hope they out.

Lattax 0. Page 2

One of the most iateresting parts of our trip was through the shopplog dis-
trict with its narrow streets limed with booths, making shoes, furniture and

potiery.
The Turkish girls are well built and most attractive,

1 foxgot to say that the Nuseum displays the Greek, Roman, Ottoman and Arwmenian

On our veturn trip we took in the things of interest around Iskenderun. During
the Roman days it was named . lexandrette. Antioch now has a populotion of
45,000 while Iskenderun is 55,000, Our ship delivered everything from steel
to tractor tires and took on tobacco and cotton.

I disgusted your Nother by buying a lot of souvenirs from Turkey, inmcluding
crockery and a highly colored basket for the office, as well as a beautiful
sea-green vase.

At midaight we sailed for Latakia, Syria, where we arrived the next moming
at seven. Je anchored in an open chanmel. We had plasned a day’s trip te
more ruins and a visit in the town as well. The trip called for a trip te
the Crusader Castle of Mark, a drive to Tartosa and a visit to the ruins
there but the Captain advised us not to go as it was mighty hard to get
nted

on
of the heavy swells. lie were disappol i ndeed.
was pictures of the town and see them load 500 toans of
used in the manufacture of carpets, by barges towed to
oaded everything from steel to tractor tires.

un}
Cy midnight wo were on our way to Deirut for a 36 hour stay and that is an
rut is world famous,

Catherine and Mother had to stay abeard ship but Mary Catherine and | had a
trip never to be forgotten and our next letter will tell.

Low to all,
Dad

FIER
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Dear Childrea:

in our hurry te fly to Jerusalem from Deirut we left
8 visit of thirty-six hours, Deirut is a wonderful
bas historical records back to the Phoeniciam days,

Twenty-five niles from Deirut are the remarkable rul
knosm city of the world, The El, the Cronus of
it for his residence. About 0.C. Dyblos was
whose tomb, discoversd in 1924, bore in the Phoeni
alphabetical iascription known to history.

In succession, Dyblos passed ia control by the Philisti
Assyria and Alexander the Creat--later the Romans,
Our guide showed us distinctly five different cultures.

The Moeniclan ruins of 3500 B.C. show it to have been the
the first built. The Phoenicians built the first boat made
The guide showed us where the first color dyes were made by
from sea shells on the coast and purple to demote royalty.

Sary Catherine and I took pictures of two tombs of stome above ground, ten
or twelve feet long, six feet high.

t to our
city

:
i
Y

l

:
.

Dyblos,
Greeks,
King Ahd
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It was a remarkable drive aloag the ocean shore with s mountain for a back-
ing 1 1 Sbo-ndf : m.l ———— tropical
ag large arms inger variety, Mangoes and other
fruits, while ten miles away the apples and

bigher slevation. Pleaty of water from the and several
beautiful rivers, It averages 36 isches of

the Lebanon mountain ramge.

& passed through a most interesting Armenian village-
old Roman bridge built in 64 D.C, At Dag River the chiselled stone announce-
sent of the control of that country by the ans 1300 D.C, and other
Conquerors dowm to and including Napoleoa ia 1061,

i
|

is indescribable.

the when he

over a horses and chariots

yacht is still at

cluding about a half mile

We took in all the

pabed boulevards--

carts, bicycle coatraptions som® not-——some

modern dress, some Moslem--a mixture of a million and a half people that soon

-lu!:ilmn&-tumonﬂ—umnulqdummd

automobi °

Alexandria has its early history too--is on the through line of flight and near
thluldthz-h:-l.

Defore Egypt. will say that Joan drove us around the Pyramid om a new

dirt road t a fow woeks ago. During comstruction they uncovered a stone
since we left Cairo they have punched a hole in the wall and discover-
tomb, a funeral ship with six decks at least S000
md‘. The decks are made of Sycamore and Cedar woods and still retain a
odor so the mewspapers claim. All Egypt is excited and the papers are
full of it. The Pharoah Cheops and ancient an rulers believed they could
use p to

this shi Join the celestial caravan souls journeying with the sun
after death,
After viewing culture of 5000 years I wonder what will become of our

W11 our policy of 1iving and let live

sations demanding their place in the sun and so mationalistie,

s of tle election in Turkey--a landslide-pro-Western. Thank
r confidence. On the other hand, Jordan, caught between

in its quarrel with Isreel doesn't know

is forming a new govermment. In Egypt, Premier Nasser

officers with Red allegiances and in tiom

in the Noslen fight against Isrsel and to cap

page publicity in his fight with Secretary




Dear Children:

4o had a delightful cruise from Alexandria to Piraeus, the port of Atheas,
passing the famed Phaleron Day im our private auto. We saw the fleet of
Narshall Tito there for a visit with King . Thm:u.o!.b
slavia was fighting Greece and this peaceful visit shows

can change their attitude, All Atheas was decorated with flags and hundreds

of Grecian boys and girls mingled with Yugoslavian sailors at the differenmt
points of intervest--all in a happy mood,

Ia the morning we visited the Acropolis and the Natiomal Museus. In the after-
soon a visit to the Olympic Stadius, Arch of liadrian, Temple of Jupiter,

Theater of Dioaysius, Prison of Socrates, Temple of Thesus, Tower of the Wiads,
Cathedrals and the new excavatioms. You all know your history so well that it

is unnecessary for me to go iato details 33 If want to refresh your mem-

ory I am bringing a book of historical data and illustrations that you cam borrow,

We had lumch at the Hotel Grand Britagne where one ell of the hotel was set
aside for Marshall Tito and his staff, The Yugoslavian visitors are strapping
fine fellows but the handsome Greek girls caught my eye,

While resting on the Acropelis a school teacher came along with thirty beautiful

girls, sixteen to eighteen--a class, They took such an interest in my camera

that at my request they Joyously gathered together and I have, I hope, a won-
derful pleture,

While resting under the shadow of Six Models, wade of marble, S00 B.C, along
came a3 photographer--so with three of our ship ladies, we had our

token with the models as a beckground, They came out fine and each lady has
a2 sourveair,

Athens is a sodern eity of 1,300,000, We felt at home there. A wonderful

luncheon and at our table sat Mrs, Heary 5., Thompson of Concord, Mass., who
knows the Proutys and Comants well and her som went to school with Doa Prouty,

We've had a comgenial crowd om this trip, five or six couples from California.
Nr. and Yrs, Uughes of "anhattan Deach know the Tobermans and Charlie and
Jeanette well. The people from Dukersfield and relatives

service,

and friends.

closed lounge to heold over one hundred
board, ping-pong, and other amusements--
every aight and Sunday church services,

Catherine and your Uad took part 1
a Plae Tree and Catherine was
sverybody., 1 had a besutiful

Latser N, M0-=Page 2

water mmmn-s-ourmmrum-hum
::mt:‘thnmuhimm n their bunks st one time under

the doctor's care. The four of us are too tough.
lythq.uﬂ“npﬂtmdmuommurmu.&ullm

nm--.um.mm-tu-mmuuqunmm.tmamt
white wine at the hotel for eighty ceats.
e

Athens well satisfied with our visit. In a way we hate to leave the
M:‘t«‘-rmnm. It has been our home for a mouth.

the trip with a cocktail party for eighteesn. including
the Captain, and, oh boy, they all said it was the best party of the trip.

mdlntbtmrmmmmdumwwl
u-:u :::-uuum-. Catherine and MNary Catherine will have three
uturhpul-.dn'udl-nwuum. June 10th, if

see Lawrence and Lilian off on their flight to the
U.S. Lawresce has written wonderful letters of their several momths stay



Dear Childrea:

' Rome June 6th ot 9 A N, for Lisboa, 2150 miles away in a Pan American
w.h‘:-mmumuqm-m per hour, It had twice the sapce for ome's
feet and the most up-to-date plane we have ever beem on. We were on the Rome-
New York route.

OQur first stop was Nice for 40 minutes unxwzqwmmag.
attractively dressed. An hour's
x15 P.IL we were in Lisbon,

Getting off the plane, to our amazement,
Thea a Nr, Demaxd stepped up and sald
to be at our sexvice while we were in Lisbone-
furnished a T-passenger Cadillac with driver and
e was a jolly san who always arrived on the dot
mmnm.h“atummmmz
after oight rs of corres
-m..:.."'.nuu-. in faet, ¥r, Desard, the De Orees and their 17 year
be the

old son we had for dismer at the Aviz liotel.

ina Lisben. It i3 very ormate, being almosi a mass of wrought irom
hu'y. hangioags. -ugo furniture and fully representing a.gld—
the rooms weighed s poupnd. Everythisg was inlaid and col

floors of porches and walks, The landscaping also matched the period.

de were more than happy to find that grandsen Kinm had arrvived and joined our
party.

Early Nooday morning U.S. Ambassador R. Guggenhein’s
-tzhat’mm"nuo'd‘. I found him most
and he favited us to be taken in his official car to
& PN, Yoaday. lle approved in every the resel
st that tisme to the Premier. These
Secretary of State, Nr, lhlhu!uslug
metor of U.S, Park Service, Conrad L,
Kndght; City Council and Nayor Dutler of
of 5an Diego County, the Prtuguese Seclet
President, and last but not least, the
flesolutions offered by our legislators and
state Legislature, In addition, I presented
colored pictures of the Cabrillo Statue-—-one
statue and asother with ¥rs, /Mllism

~atiex lg. Me-FPage 2

I found hiw most agreeable and pleasant, Our Ambassedor mode o few formal re-
marks of introduction and ?au the purpose of my visit., I presested cach Heso-
plcture personally. The Premier took his tise in examining each. I
of the splendid Portuguese citizens in San Diego and something of our
state. lie was very much pleased and said so. lie stated it is Just
on that briags about such good and friendly relations between natioas
I was to convey his sincere appreciation to the Fortuguese mationals

ia San D « to California and the Nation, for this expression of frieadship
and their love of the Statue of Cabrillo.

I had oTud that Seusor De Dree, the scultpor who made the statue, be at the
preseatation, but Premier Salazar preferred s private interview,

mmnthuc-.huduﬁagmppuunoxmturotu.‘rbn
wu« and Charles K, Fletcher were fnvited in to be introduced to Premier

. You can rest assured that whatever A5 dane is the decision of the
Premier alone, Kim left that night for Paris,

The next day the car called for us at 11 o'cloek and Nr, Denard then showed us
the beauties of Lisbon--the ruins of Roman and - rab days--its beautiful homes

and we were surprised at the acres of fine new housing--its tree lined streets--
over 1,000,000 people live im Lisbon. It is on the sea and climate and flowers
and fruits all are similar to San Diego.

1
found ourselves at the country home of the De Brees. To make it &

At 1 PN, we

@more gracious trip, the Govermment had sest along & charming secretary. She was
about 30 years old and spoke beautiful Englisb--~was really most isteresting and
both she and Nr, Densrd were iovited guests, It is one of the most charming
places we have seen in Europe--has belonged in his family for three generstions-
we can't even describe the beauty of the landscaping-~a beautiful stresn flows
through the grounds--a house in with the grounds and developed as oaly
an artist could--in addition the historical relics that have been used to
embellish the rooms; casts he had used os working models, dozens of them. bLrass
sedals that have been made for various events, rare old metal trusks with hid
den locks, hat hold hot coals for winter heat. together with huge
fireplaces, of ancient vintage, ete., ete..--ull delighted us

The cocktal 8 wine press for a table. The sorew was wooden sad 12
inches could draw the table to the celling or send it to the floor
All wood mel age and polished most lovingly. We had our first taste of chojce

:

specialize in Port in Portugal., e here were » part of the whole
fine 17.year old, » beautiful 14 yoar old doughter and & ten
really beautiful snd well beheved as the soving picture camers

it was & most Joyous cocasion. It waz here 1 pre
ons and exhibits and the family wes

Nother a tiny filigreed gold ship, sweh

several personal gifts thet you shall see.
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Paris

of our visit, In fect, while we were there al

ing pleasure at our official action in

- "“?m tulated me, 1 had
rapher ° 2Ot accept a sl

of appreciation for the happiness 2'1

Dear Drothers and Sisters:

Father insists upon it, so I'm going to write you all a letter of our experiences
in Rome and our trip to Paris, while Father and Mother were in Portugal.

ﬁ“lﬂﬂ“h“%l“%lﬂ&fdmmlhﬂ. In addi-

put '
plane we could get wvas from Brazi Pari tion wo met many friends, includi those who had traveled with us from New York
. l: | to Naples, so we were on the go al the time with a dimner at Mussolini’s one-time

Jovernaeat al I

approval for us to ride om this plane. Mistress' home "Palazzio” and Hostelrie del Orso of Dante's fame and my first ex-
é'unday uoul.g at 6:15 we had been asked to come to : perience of sitting out at Davey's sidewalk cafe late in the evening.

uggenheln. It was a most happy 45 minutes. This being my first time there we covered the historic spots of interest knowm to

They know the Jarreas and she 1 a window to bless the public walting below.

common grounsds at R | >
““.n_g s at once. The \mbassador handed me the following note as we were Our last morning there we spent on the Via Condotii trying te last minute shop.
which led us a close escape in trying to make the traln.

(a Nadera we found, 'irs, Guggemheim most of you and while at St. Peter’s im Vatican City, the Pope appeared from his
f

"Dear Col. Fletcher:
” We left Rowe for Paris via Pisa (where we did see the Tower, but took a piciure of

It was i
Bl o -".2'::: pl““:l.ld‘::.r- to .cqu{ you to the Sae Beato a telephone pole instead) , then through tumnels. some at least three ml les long
20 Soe St an o .““‘.l“"- : ”“""go s:l-un interest you catching glimpses of beautiful scemery like the Amalf{ Urive, Genoa, Hapelle . and
the sppeistasat te take yeu te ..mu.. - "‘ azar for I"}. e a comfortable night's sleep to find ourselves mearing Paris when we awoke. %
.y - gl o - ..:l he veplied, "but, were met by Exprinter and we knew we were in Paris as he was as excitable as an
~ U“r el mbum r bring Col. Freschman could be. Uporn entering the hotel, there were Mother and Dac reglisien
Fietche . thank ay on, through me, for the monument ing much to our surprise as they were not expecied until eveniag.

of Joao Redrigues Cobrillo and
Natiomal Park”, . to tell me about the Cabrille

I do hope that sometime in the not too far 4
paths may cross again, With all good ldlht:r T
Sincerely,

. Robert Guggenheim”

From all that I could hesr and see. Premier Salazar
sdmicistration and has a life time job if he cares t:.t:’o;‘l.ts.“l
45

while Mother and Dad recuperated from their trip to Portugal, despite the rain, e

in Paris. Immediately we started for the Louve with our raincoats in

saw the Wioged Victory, Mome Lisa and Vonus de 'Hlo as highpoints.

or four attempts to hire a taxi for sightseeing, after three iater

| language we were drivea about from Notre Dome. Nostmart, Arch
ower and through the besutiful parks—all im the rain. That

: efficient the fanciful opera "Gberon” which hed lovely staging as well as

se
Ambassador is a2 credit to the United States and himself. -

Next morning Grammy, Mary and I sat side by side all getting very Frenchy with aew

Ousce more the govermsent f shed
o g - on this.

fise English specking fellow of

thing. At the alr

sdded for me, Our :j“ﬁudl afternoon, 1 was very much ilmpressed with Lhe

of the others and bid goodbys after connection with all the history of the past, W
v Sosiag v fes in the evening which lived up to all 1ts adver

wiped th Cust
rough Customs ot s by an offiec) phone call from Kim that evening but he later saw

Pard
®ile registering at the Continental Notel
rived from Rome and 2 happy reusien it

I will now prepare, by request,
of Lisbon and my visit, with our thanks for

t
|
!
s

e quaiet little fma, AL &
the Sherwood ‘heatons, the im, Durkes of La Jolls, the
alce Lo compare notes on travelimg with

H’lzhdwm-uﬂyl-l.
of Framoe.



latsex No. Li=Lage 2

Dear Children: .
Your Mother and I enjoyed ourselves in Pards, taking

:l.l the transportation is still under national control and the most striking thinsg

ing with 26 C.lifornians. Every place we have visited us all were 85,000 double~decked buses in London alome carrying 70 to 80 each

aians than from any other section, !nﬂommutuqn%wtbm“ﬂun!ornaclb-t-tlchmr
c were there just .

Within five minutes of the time we arrived in Paris the girls were getiing $7.00 g o - -

hairdos (Fremch Chie hairdes) so I had to take a picture of them immediately after- Coal is under mational control. The good coal is shipped out of the country and

wards, Your NMother looked 50 and Catherine 30, I read the papers what is left London can have.

We had a wonderful o le said since coal tionalized, th h
While there the Laniel govermment collapsed--the Freach sullﬁ . guide . o Poearow 6 price has

to
fr- doubled. In the seven-story apartment where he lives he pays, on the ground floer,

dication a failure, too little and too late., The Fremch everywhere told me we hate unit, each to maintain their owm equipment, lle criticized the labor party, saying
the Germans first and the Commuaists second--they have too receat a memory of Ger- they could not look beyond their noses. When I asked him what his opinion was of
man ruthlessness from the last war and we saw all over Framce the damage done. America, he answered, the Marshall plan was greatly apprecisted. "In England, he

sald “"we think before we act, while America acts too quickly and thinks afterward”,
The French franc was 350 to a dollar buying it from the clerk, while the official » 9 J e s e

rate was 326 and I was offered 380 if 1 would buy $100.00 worth. Paris is the most The govermment still gives out allotments to the common man in the use of land even
expensive city on our trip., There's too much “Oul-Oul™ ia France and we were glad is in private owmership, are slightly in excess of the cost

to move on, highways in the country are fime, but mostly one way travel each way

with the that the little towms are terrifically congested. Within 8 or 10
Our flight across the chamnel took us an hour. 'e left Paris, a city of 5 million, miles of London, there arve 3 or 4 lane highways, but the congestion in London is
to land i2 a city of 10 million-~London, Quchlll was there to greet us at the the worst ever. Out in the country on these narrow roads, going around cormers
alrport, we thought for a moment--instead he was meeting his wife. lie was sitting and on the left side, one expects a crash any minute. They certainly need freeways,
in the froat seat of his car with a cigar at least nine inches long. but as we know, it costs money and London has not the momey. Gaseline 50¢ e galloa.
¥e rushed eleven miles in to the Grosvenor liouse, London, and were affectiomately de hed :’}.d“ weals. You could get a dinner for $3.00, wine extra. e
greeted by Lilian and Lawrence. What a happy three hours: I could not get a word pulled off a party of 10--Mary Catherine's friends, Dr. and Nrs. MacDomald, Col. and
ini And Lawrence was the most talkative of the bumch. [ow they were and Mrs. Masom (who l{- under Gene ia Sicily, who were on the Exeter snd now statiomed
Lilias did sot waat to go home--but at 10 P.N. they took their plan across the At- in London) and Schumamn-lieink®s granddaughter, Capt. and Mrs, Rwsble, now atlached
lastic to be in New York at 10 A.N. the next morning, with a visit to Washington to the in London, He is in the Navy and Engineering Division. ller mother
and their grandchildren the nmext day and home in P{edmont lives in Lemon Grove--lrs. Vernler.

%e enjoyed seelng England again., Again we took ia London-- hdﬂlmmuullmm,]ﬁn-. I paid $1.00 for a taxi to
of the bombardsent; an all day trip to Oxford and buy some film, $40.00 worth, When I reached for my Travelers Checks, they were
turning home by way of Leicester and Aylesbury. gone, I rushed back to the llotel, found both suits I had sest to the cleasers
where Charles went to scheol for a year-- ng was and had been returned, but no check book. In despair I tried my last sult and
saw Eton College, crossed the Thames where the regattas found it in the imside pocket. Again I went and bownht the film but this time the
rolling hills which made us think of Massachusetts, demanded $2.00 for the same trip. To my smazement, time had been run

i
i

flowers, piak and white Hawthorme, Wisteria, Bridal

clustered flower, the Laburnam, which looks like a .

msot bosutiful wae the pisk biessen in cluster of the Leaving London we had a wild dash with our 11 bags. We just mede the last train

as the different colored Russel Lupin, - .

wall o the 4D or 30 smn. W hod lussh fa 17 minutes to connect up with our ship the “Stella Pelaris™ at Hanvieh

tisd if Dasbury. The country was afloat At 9115 P.N, wo saw the sun go down but with a happy crowd, geod food, and every-
thing fine except the size of the statercom. e are now on our way to the midaight
Sun and the Aretic Cirele, "o will stop two hours st Dewgen, Norway and wall this
letter., On our return trip to Bergen we will see the sights there,

Love teo all,
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Stockholm-June 28th

Dear Children:
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lettar ol 15, Page Thiee

Catierine showed us Oslo University where she went to summer school in
1901; a water trip seeing the beautiful islands, residences and cafe’s was
enjoyed, Fishing everywhere for sea trout, salmon, herring, flounder, cod
wackeral, sole--while a novelty was a man selling cooked sh at the pier
like buying freely and getting little bags full and eating
thea on spot, Ve saw the flower mart which brought to mind the Golden
Square 11 Drussels. e were showm the raft on which the Norwegiams floated
across tie Pacific from Lima, Peru to the Polynesian Islands in 1947. Ve
oyed the visit to the Skii Jump whore the Olympic competition takes place

the of Erickson who has the world's record, which §is over 218 feet,

72 meters, !ill not attempt to tell you all the places of in-
but our guide says 90% of Oslo’s income from forefgm countries
pulp, fish and tourist travel. Oslo builds two room apartments
with shoser and rents for $15.00 a month, light and water extra.

It is alsost impossible to hirve 2 cook or maid, so the city has a woman called
Auntie who cares 4 to 6 hours a day for the small children while the Mother
does her work at home or factory. The children are examined and X-Rayed tuwice
a year free by doctors employed by the State--Consumption has prectically
disappeored. I admired so mamy school playgrounds and swimming pools. Taxes
are high and after one makes 100,000 'vone a {uar 90° goes to the state--mo
slums ard after 70 old age pemsions. The railroads sre government owmed and
ot so bot. The road bed bumpy. 'le had lunch at DBlon's, the historic old
eating end drinking house, with its attractive patio and foumtain.

There is comsiderable jealousy betweon Bergem and Oslo. Our guide said these
living in Dexgen don't say they live ia Normway, but Doxgen. lle also said it
rains so much im Dorgen that each child is borm with an usbrells.

There wes a total eclipse of the sun at 1 Pl Tuesday and it caused groat
excitemen: and erowds on the street, It was perfect in Oslo. I get mixed
up with the signs meaning the same such as Toalett, llorrer Geatlemen and !'er:
The Nervegians are a frieadly poople and deeply appreciate the Marshzll Plan
that has helped them rebuild their citles and got to going again.

These letters are nmq -l{ what I see, hoar and read ia the short, flying

trip. Tow I wish we have in our early days spent six momths really seeing
Norway, Demmark and Sweden. All wo cam do is to photograph im our minds eye
what we have seen with of what has happoned 2o thot in the last few years
we can co over this trip n and again together.
Love,
Dad
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Well we had made the 3350 mile trip without stop—~Glascow 1 A N, Wednesday-—New York

A most im-.uqa-l—n‘htrlp-dp“lymlut.bnnw“

ful we have had the privilege.

It is over--but everlasting and most beautiful memories.

Catherine and Mary Catherine, you have been our errand boys for the trip and behaved

splendidl y~~thanks a million,

Dad

m mmu

hour there to take in the airport and
ted up was most attrhctive., I for-
who should see us off

an
all ligh

We had
rport
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land in California. That monument overlooks the Pacific Ocean o
city and county of San Diego and 100 miles of Mexico. lNore people go to visit
Cabrille National Nooumeat than aay other matiomal park in the United States, It
is already sationally, and is becoming intermationally, famous.

This geserous gift has warmed the hearts of our country to Portugal and my visit

to Mortugal is not alone to thank your aatiom, but that Pertugal may love our
country move.

I found in Premier Salazar a sincere, lovable man, much interested in our official
action of gratitude and in addition, I was mueh impressed with his sincerity.

I a» sure his efficient govermment is an example for all the nations to follow,

I o= pleased with your remarkable city, Lisbon--its besutiful buildings and homes;
its lovely shade trees all ower the city. so such neoded in our metropolitan
cities of ‘merica. T was particularly pleased with the expansion of your eity,
remarkably modern developments, and particularly the expanse of your housing,

four worthy Pyemier is rendeving » remarkable service to the average citizens,

I bring special greetings from those splendid citizeas of San Diego, of Portu
rnm. They are the best in business and culture, second to none, and
brought to Premier Salazar thelr greetings also.

Like Lisbon, San Olege also is ou the sea. ‘e have the same climate, the same
valleys and sountains-—we raise the same flowers and fruits and vegetables—-so
Nrs, Fletcher and I, as well as our gresdson, Kim, have felt eatirely at heme.

On bebalf of the state of California, | have lavited Premler Salazar to come to
see us, Ue will be most wolcome and we hope he feels it will be his duty to see
the Cabrillo soousent ia Sas Diego and eajoy our hespitality.

In let =0 pay wy tribute to your splendid citizen, Alvare De Dree and

Signors De Dres. T have given us » most wonderful time seeing Lisben your
countryside -

® shall sever forget- fortugal mey be prowd, indeed, of your famous

De Ores:

|
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