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Princeton Speech - November 17, 1946 

* e have heard from Morrison what one bomb did to Hiroshima 
~ - \ 

and i f we care to do so we can figure out for ourselves what one .... . 
bomb would do to New York City. 

We may be, however, fairly certain t hat nobody will drop 

one bomb on New York City. /, 
. ~ ~ 

Ato~c bombs are cheap to p roduce in quantity and they 

~ill be produced in quantity if they are produced at all. ~ ~ 

To nation~ which have the ind:Stria l equipment ~a~emi4-~ 
boml/will ~ n~e t~~~~ost 
about one million dollars~ L r~., ~ 

()..._; 
In t .hese ci r cumstances national policy which is based 

on the concept of military preparedness is likely to lead us ~ 

~~~ into a blind alley _ ~ 

Just ask yourselves what does military preparedness involve 

if in case of war we must expect atomic bombs to drop on our cities. 

~~ 
Thirty million people live i n ~8! ljni bod ~~ in cities 

).. 
of over two hundred fifty thousand and t hat means that thirty 

million peopl e may die in one single , sudden attack. 
; 

Another thirty million people live in metropolitan 
~ ~~~~~==-

liBXXJOO~lfi]\IDfXJOf~XJOflfXXl§)':X~- and vvill be 

of their lives.~~ ~ + ~ " 
If we leave our cities a~ vulnerable as they are at present J 

~ 
a strong army and a strong navy will not help us much in ~ 

~ ~rvv-vc 
It is possible to make the United Sta tes much less vulnerable 

but in order to do so we would have to relocate thirty to sixty 

m:i,.llion people. 
v ·:z... 

We would have to house these people in new cities which 

•• would form a sprawling network a cro s s an area of about three 
. 2 

thousand square m~les. 
1 J 4 

Such a reloca tion would be difficult to 
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~ 
Such a relocation would be difficult to ~but 

~-------------,--------------------------------------~ 
from a purely economic point of view it would be p ossible to 

~ Cd~it:~ ·· 
' 

At the cost of about twenty billion dollars per -~e~~ su~~~~~ i~ 
I C JJI.: "':2 ·a/ ~ -"~ 

a gigantic relodatioEJ~ould be · ~ten years. . ~ 
' \. . :»--'-4 . 

Moreover on the basrs of such a ten years' ·plan it could 

be carried out without an appreci able drop in the , standa rd of 
. ' · 

~iving duri~~the transition p eriod. 

~eo;tditidn: in . the w~rld being .. what they: are some of 

us ~~eriously to consider t h is kind of military 

defense. 

We find it however r ather difficult to get Jt~1'~us- ' 
./ ~entn 

g.iastic about 

\ ~rw--- «l f2,. 
dispersing our 

cities we may defend ourselves against the weapons of the past 

rather than ~ the we ap ons of the future. ---- -
I ' 

It is ~ true that bombs · of ' the Nagasaki type are cheap 

to produce~hat they can be produced in large quantitie~an~ ~~ ~ tl -

that they may destroy a good number of our cities. 

But by now some of us would be willing to settle ' for a 

war in which such bombs are dropped on our cities if only we 

·~ ~'l-. ~~ 
could be sure tha t nothing worse ~en to us. 

~-

e;.J 
Bombs of the Nagasaki type a ct by the blast which they 

whenever 
<.... 

~ 
is allowed to 

undergo fission radio active materials are produced. 
v 

Thus radio active materials are p roduced in the factories 
~ 

in which y lutonium is .llitli:ii?? .p::r.iu~ttt!'o8d from uranium a nd radio active 
~d:t> ~ 
~ are produced wh e ever ~ atomic bombJ~ s e t off. 

~~~ e en said so far of wh a t would hap~ en to ~ ~ 
radio active ~were 

the country side. 

wha 

. . 

~· 
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A year ago Dr. Oliph 

which it might be 

radio active 

/ 

~se; .z«zn 
y 
ed at bombs 

would be a 
~~ --= 

WMiliA.~ C'used at 

~ 
used a~inst u~~ cities would --- . 

/ " remain but the men and women inside of t h e ci t ies ~ 
- ~~ /A- . .JP 

we:il as oo ntsid e of bh e ei.'td::es would) be -4iee~~ ~~ 
orl5 - ~ 

If ten/years from now such bombs · ~ /._ ~ 
~~~ .&.r-~A' , ~~~....,~ 
/'the relocation of sixty million p ersons ~nave served no ~ 

st.. ~ 
useful purp ose. ~-

At p resent the people in this country a re in a ~~~~ 

peculiar p o s ition. 
1 I 

At the next electio~ they may b e called upon to make the 

most fateful decision of the century. 

But the facts upon which they ought to _base this decision 

c annot he told to them at the present time. 

For the ...._ to 

as the re~lt of ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
app ra1s ed 

can be gdfgEii onl y by a few 

to speak. 
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During the past year physicists have tried to say as well 

as they could that~nly inteyhational control of the forces of 

destruction can giv~measure of security. 
' ....,_ 

If no solution will emerge from the present negotiations 
t (;, . , .. 

had better examine~~"'e-; ~-t~~:.J.,..o::~~s--~fb1a~'f1f".1;;:~s fast as 

can/ and then try to think ~ a new and different approach 

we 

we 

to the problem. 

To me personally it appears 

solution can be found at the level 

~ 
S8!!!:6'Nl'!at doubtful 

at which ~ublic 
ti!!Ff bile itH!!t2:e has been carried on so far. 

that a 

di s cussion 

~ 
But however that may be it seems clear enough tha t a 

national policy based on military preparedness can only be a 

stop-gap policy. 

It seems clea r enough that if we follow such a policy we 

shal find oursefves ~ ~fore .l~ in a blind alley and ,.. shall 

be moving along 

From the 

~of);~ ~· 
~{they seem of/ catastrophtt for which there 

is no precedent in the history of m~kind. 0 


	mss32_b042_f10_001
	mss32_b042_f10_002
	mss32_b042_f10_003
	mss32_b042_f10_004
	mss32_b042_f10_005

